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Sec . 9. And be it further enacted, That the sum of twelve thousand 
dollars is hereby appropriated, to enable the Secretary of War to execute 
the contract entered into by Joel R. Poinsett, late Secretary of War, on 
the twelfth day of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, with Jean 
B. Faribault, and Pelagie, his wife, pursuant to a joint resolution of 
Congress, approved the thirteenth February, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-nine : Provided, That the Secretary of War shall be satisfied 
with the validity of their title to the lands mentioned in said contract, 
and that the conveyance to the United States be made sufficient to pass 
the said title.

Sec . 10. And be it further enacted, That Indian agents be, and they 
are hereby authorized, to take acknowledgments of deeds, and other 
instruments of writing, and to administer oaths in investigations committed 
to them in the Indian country, pursuant to such rules and regulations 
as may be prescribed for that purpose, by the Secretary of the Interior, 
and that acknowledgments so taken shall have the same effect as if 
taken before a justice of the peace.

Approv ed , March 3, 1855.

Cha p . CCVI. — An Act allowing the further time of two Years to those holding Lands 
by Entries in the Virginia Military District in Ohio, which were made prior to the first 
[»/’] January, eighteen hundred and fifty-two, to have the same surveyed and patented.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the officers and soldiers 
of the Virginia line on continental establishment, their heirs or assigns, 
entitled to bounty lands, which have, prior to the first day of January, 
Anno Domini eighteen hundred and fifty-two, been entered within the 
tract reserved by Virginia, between the Little Miami and Sciota Rivers, 
for satisfying the legal bounties to her officers and soldiers upon conti-
nental establishment, shall be allowed the further time of two years from 
and after' the passage of this act to make and return their surveys and 
warrants, or certified copies of warrants, to the General Land-Office.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That the act entitled “An act allow-
ing the further time of two years to those holding lands by entries in the 
Virginia military district in Ohio, which were made prior to first January, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-two, to have the same surveyed and patented,” 
approved December nineteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed.

Appr ove d , March 3, 1855.

Chap . CCVII. — An Act in Addition to certain Acts granting Bounty Land to certain 
Officers and Soldiers who have been engaged in the Military Service of the United States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That each of the surviving com-
missioned and non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, whether 
of regulars, volunteers, rangers, or militia, who were regularly mustered 
into the service of the United States, and every officer, commissioned and 
non-commissioned, seaman, ordinary seaman, flotilla-man, marine, clerk, 
and landsman in the navy, in any of the wars in which this country has 
been engaged since seventeen hundred and ninety, and each of the sur-
vivors of the militia, or volunteers, or State troops of any State or Terri-
tory, called into military service, and regularly mustered therein, and 
whose services have been paid by the United States, shall be entitled to 
receive a certificate or warrant from the Department of the Interior for 
one hundred and sixty acres of land; and where any of those who have 
so been mustered into service and paid shall have received a certificate 
or warrant, he shall be entitled to a certificate or warrant for such quan-
tity of land as will make, in the whole, with what he may have heretofore
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