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otherwise appropriated, for the payment of pensions, for the year ending
the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six: —
For invalid pensions, under various acts, five hundred and fourteen
thousand six hundred dollars 3
For pensions to widows and orphans, under acts of the fourth of July,
1836, ch. 362, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, and twenty-first of July, one
1848, ch. 105 fhousand eight hundred and forty-eight, seventy-eight thousand one hun-
dred and fifty dollars ;
For pensions under special acts of Congress, nine thousand seven
hundred and fifty dollars;
For pensions to widows, under acts of the seventeenth of June, one |
1844, ch. 102 thousand eight hundred and forty-four, second of February and twenty- [
}gig’ gﬁ 13'20 ninth July, one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight, three hundred
, ch. 120, : :
and thirty-eight thousand dollars ;
For pensions and half-pay to widows and orphans, under act of the
1853, ch. 41, third of February, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, four
hundred and fifty-six thousand dollars.
_Reappropria-  SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That any moneys appropriated by
:‘;;%‘;)rfft‘{é?g the act of thirty-first May, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, to supply
pensions. deficiencies for the fiscal year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hun-
1854, ch. 80.  dred and fifty-four, applicable to the payment of pensions of invalids
who were wounded on board of private armed vessels during the last
war with Great Britain, not required under the provisions thereof, may
be applied to the same purpose for the year ending the thirtieth of June,
eighteen hundred and fifty-five.
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the widows of the officers,
,Willﬂ“'«lefmf}- non-commissioned officers, marines or mariners who served in the navy
e i he reve. of the United States during the revolutionary war, and who were mar-
Intionary war. ried since the first day of January, eighteen hundred, shall be entitled to
pensions in the same manner and to the same extent as the widows of
the officers and soldiers of the army of the Revolution, under the second
1853, ch. 41,  section of the act of February third, eighteen hundred and fifty-three.
ArprovED, Febrnary 28, 1855.

Feb. 28, 1865. Crar, CXXVIL—An Act to promote the E fficiency of the Navy.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

States of America in Congress assembled, That as soon as practicable

after the passage of this act, the President of the United States shall

Board to report cause a board of naval officers to be assembled, to consist of five captains,
g‘;":ﬁ)‘g;’;g of five commanders, and five lieutenants, which board, under such regula-
" tions as the Secretary of the Navy may prescribe, shall make a careful
examination into the efficiency of the officers of the grades hereinafter \

mentioned, and shall report to the Secretary of the Navy the names and

rank of all officers of the said grades who, in the judgment of said board,

shall be incapable of performing promptly and efficiently all their duty

Those incom- both ashore and afloat, and whenever said board shall believe that said
petent from their incompetency has arisen from any cause implying sufficient blame on the
own fault o be hart of the officer to justify it, they shall recommend that his name be

tricken from ti 3 A s .
yolls. . stricken altogether from the rolls. Vacancies occurring in said board
ghall be filled by the Secretary of the Navy, who shall preserve the ?
Proviso. number and grades of its officers, as aforesaid: Provided, That no

officers upon said board shall examine into, or report upon, the efficiency
of officers of a grade above them.
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That all officers who shall be found
Reserved list. by the said board incapable of performing the duties of their respective
offices, ranks, or grades, shall, if such finding be approved by the Presi-
dent, be dropped from the rolls, or placed in the order of their rank and !
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seniority at the time, upon a list in the Navy Register, to be entitled the
reserved list; and those so placed on the reserved list shall receive the
leave of absence pay, or the furlough pay, to which they may be entitled
when so placed, according to the report of the board and approval of
the President, and shall be ineligible to further promotion, but shall be
subject to the orders of the Nayy Department at all times for duty; and
vacancies created in the active service list by placing officers on the Promotion of
reserved list, shall be filled by regular promotion in the order of rank or those not on re-
seniority. And officers who may be promoted to fill the vacancies created **" " "
by the reserved list shall, while unemployed, receive only the “leave of
absence” or “ waiting orders ” pay to which they would have been en- Tay of officers.
titled if such promotion had not been made; but when employed at sea,
or on other duty, they shall receive, in addition to such “leave of ab-
sence ” or “waiting orders ” pay, the difference between the * waiting
orders” or “leave of absence” pay and the lowest sea-service pay of
the grade to which they may be so promoted: Provided, That this scru- Provisos.
tiny and reservation of officers shall extend only to the grades of captain,
commander, lieutenant, masters, and passed midshipmen: And provided,
urther, That all vacancies occurring in the grade of masters shall be Masters.
filled by the promotion of the senior passed midshipmen, to be entitled
masters in the line of promotion, who when promoted shall receive the
pay allowed by law to masters ; that the number of masters in the line
of promotion shall not exceed sixty, and that nothing in this act contained
shall be held or construed to authorize any increase of the aggregate Pay of officers.
pay of the said grades, or of the naval service, as now allowed by law.

Suc. 8. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained  gestriction of
shall be construed to restrict, apply to, or impair the regular promotion operation of this
of officers in the service list of the navy who may be at any time entitled 805
to promotion — consequent upon deaths, dismissals, or resignations, in
the naval service, — nor in any manner to abridge or impair the right
of the Secretary of the Navy to place any officers upon furlough.

Suc. 4. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shall be so 5 Number of of-
construed as fo increase the agaregate number of officers, and that all i,ffr‘;f”m’;g_‘ e
laws or clauses of laws, so far as they conflict with the provisions of this
act, are hereby repealed.

ArrrOVED, February 28, 1855.

Cuap. CXXVIIL—An Act making an Appropriation for Military Defences at Proctor's  Feb. 28, 1855.
Landing, in Lowsiana. _—

Be 1t enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the sum of one hundred
and twenty-five thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated - Appropriation

: < g or defences at

out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, t6 be prootor's Land-
expended under the direction of the Seeretary of War, in the purchase ing.
of a site, and the erection and completion of such military defences, as .
may be deemed expedient, at Proctor’s Landing, at the terminus of the
Mexican Gulf railway, in the State of Louisiana.

ArproVED, February 28, 1855.

Crap, CXXIX.—An Act to provide for the Payment of such Creditors of the late Re- Ieb. 28, 1855.
;:nb(ic of Texas as are comprehended in the Act of Congress of September nine, eighteen ————————
undred and fifty.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United Payment to

oy s ; That in i 3 ive creditors of Tex-
States of America in Congress assembled, That in liu of the sum of five Sreditors o Fek

millions of dollars, payable to the State of Texas, in five per cent. payment provid-
stock of the United States, by the act entitled “An act proposing to the ed by actof 1850,
State of Texas the establishment of her northern and western boundaries, * %

vOL. X. PuB.—78
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