
(a) See note to act of May 8, 1792, chap. 37.
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Sec . 2. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That any alien 
now residing within the limits and under the jurisdiction of the United 
States, may be admitted to become a citizen, on his declaring on oath or 
affirmation, in some one of the courts aforesaid, that he has resided two 
years, at least, within and under the jurisdiction of the same, and one 
year, at least, within the state or territory where such court is at the 
time held; that he will support the constitution of the United States; 
and that he doth absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all alle-
giance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty 
whatever, and particularly by name, the prince, potentate, state or sove-
reignty, whereof he was before a citizen or subject; and moreover on 
its appearing to the satisfaction of the court, that during the said term 
of two years, he has behaved as a man of good moral character, attached 
to the constitution of the United States, and well disposed to the good 
order and happiness of the same; and, where the alien applying for 
admission to citizenship, shall have borne any hereditary title, or been 
of any of the orders of nobility in the kingdom or state from which he 
came, on his moreover making in the court an express renunciation of 
his title or order of nobility, before he shall be entitled to such admission; 
all of which proceedings, required in this proviso to be performed in 
the court, shall be recorded by the clerk thereof.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That the children of persons duly 
naturalized, dwelling within the United States, and being under the age 
of twenty-one years, at the time of such naturalization; and the children 
of citizens of the United States, born out of the limits and jurisdiction 
of the United States, shall be considered as citizens of the United States: 
Provided, That the right of citizenship shall not descend to persons, 
whose fathers have never been resident in the United States: Provided 
also, That no person heretofore proscribed by any state, or who has 
been legally convicted of having joined the army of Great Britain, during 
the late war, shall be admitted a citizen as aforesaid, without the con-
sent of the legislature of the state, in which such person was proscribed.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That the act intituled “ An act 
to establish an uniform rule of naturalization,” passed the twenty-sixth 
day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety, be, and the 
same is hereby repealed.

Appro ve d , January 29, 1795.

Cha p. XXI.—An Act to amend the act intituled “An act making alterations in 
the Treasury and War departments."(a)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That in case of 
vacancy in the office of Secretary of State, Secretary of the Treasury, 
or of the Secretary of the department of War, or of any officer of either 
of the said departments, whose appointment is not in the head thereof, 
whereby they cannot perform the duties of their said respective offices; 
it shall be lawful for the President of the United States, in case he shall 
think it necessary, to authorize any person or persons, at his discretion, 
to perform the duties of the said respective offices, until a successor be 
appointed, or such vacancy be filled: Provided, That no one vacancy 
shall be supplied, in manner aforesaid, for a longer term than six months.

Appr ove d , February 13, 1795.
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