
266

Mode of pro- 
ceeding with re-
spect to persons 
imprisoned.

Penalty on 
false swearing.

1790, ch. 9, 
sec. 18.

Limitation of 
this act.

Sta tu te  I.

May 5,1792.

President au-
thorized to 
grant a certain 
number of acres 
to J. C. Symmes, 
on certain con-
ditions.

Act of March 
2, 1799, ch. 34.

1801, ch. 23.

To grant one 
other tract.

SECOND CONGRESS. Ses s . I. Ch . 39. 1792.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That any person imprisoned as 
aforesaid, may have the oath or affirmation herein after expressed ad-
ministered to him by any judge of the United States, or of the general 
or supreme court of law of the state in which the debtor is imprisoned, 
the creditor, his agent or attorney, if either live within one hundred 
miles of the place of imprisonment, or within the district in which the 
judgment was rendered, having had at least thirty days previous notice, 
by a citation served on him, issued by any such judge, to appear at the 
time therein mentioned, at the said gaol, if he see fit, to show cause 
why the said oath or affirmation should not be so administered; at 
which time and place, if no sufficient cause, in the opinion of the judge, 
be shown or doth from examination appear to the contrary, he may, at 
the request of the debtor, proceed to administer to him the following 
oath or affirmation, as the case may be, viz : “ You
solemnly swear (or affirm) that you have not estate, real or personal, nor 
is any to your knowledge holden in trust for you to the amount or value 
of twenty dollars, nor sufficient to pay the debt for which you are 
imprisoned.” Which oath or affirmation being administered, the judge 
shall certify the same under his hand, to the prison keeper, and shall fix 
a reasonable allowance for the debtor’s support, not exceeding one dollar 
per week; and if the creditor shall thereafter any week fail to furnish 
the debtor with such weekly support, by paying or advancing the money 
to him, or to the prison keeper, for his use, the debtor shall be dis-
charged from his imprisonment on such judgment, and shall not be 
liable to be imprisoned again for the said debt; but the judgment shall 
remain good and sufficient in law, and may be satisfied out of any estate 
which may then or at any time afterwards belong to the debtor.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall falsely 
take the oath or affirmation aforesaid, such person shall be deemed 
guilty of perjury, and suffer the pains and penalties in that case pro-
vided.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue and 
be in force, for the space of one year from the passing thereof, and from 
thence to the end of the next session of Congress, and no longer.

Appr ov ed , May 5, 1792.

Cha p. XXX.—An Act authorizing the grant and conveyance of certain Lands 
to John Cleves Symmes, and his Associates.

Sect io n  1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
President of the United States be and he hereby is authorized and 
empowered to issue letters patent in the name and under the seal of the 
United States, thereby granting and conveying to John Cleves Symmes 
and his associates, and to their heirs and assigns, in fee simple, such 
number of acres of land as the payments already made by the said John 
Cleves Symmes, his agents or associates, under their contract of the 
fifteenth day of October one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, 
will pay for, estimating the lands at two thirds of a dollar per acre, and 
making the reservations specified in the said contract.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That the President be and he 
hereby is further authorized and empowered, by letters patent as afore-
said, to grant and convey to the said John Cleves Symmes and his 
associates, and to their heirs and assigns in fee simple, one other tract 
of one hundred and six thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven acres, 
with the reservations as aforesaid : Provided, That the said John Cleves 
Symmes, or his agents or associates, or any of them, shall deliver to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, within six months, warrants which issued
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for army bounty rights sufficient for that purpose, according to the 
provision of the resolves of Congress of the twenty-third of July, and 
second of October, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven; but 
in case so many warrants should not be delivered, then the letters patent 
last aforesaid to be given for such number of acres, as shall be in pro-
portion to the warrants so delivered.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That the President be and he is 
hereby authorized and empowered, by letters patent as aforesaid, to 
grant and convey unto the said John Cleves Symmes and his associates, 
their heirs and assigns, in trust for the purpose of establishing an 
academy and other public schools and seminaries of learning, one com-
plete township, conformably to an order of Congress of the second of 
October, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, made in conse-
quence of the application of the said John Cleves Symmes, for the 
purchase of the tract aforesaid.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That the several quantities of 
land, to be granted and conveyed as aforesaid, shall be included and 
located within such limits and lines of boundary, as the President may 
judge expedient, agreeably to an act passed the twelfth day of April 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, “ for ascertaining the 
bounds of a tract of land purchased by John Cleves Symmes.”

Appr ov ed , May 5th, 1792.

Cha p . XXXI.—An Act to alter the time for the next Annual Meeting of 
Congress.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That after the adjourn-
ment of the present session, the next annual meeting of Congress shall 
be on the first Monday in November next.

Appr ove d , May 5, 1792.

Cha p. XXXIT.—An Act concerning the Duties on Spirits distilled within the 
United States.

Sect io n  1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from 
and after the last day of June next, the present duties upon spirits dis-
tilled within the United States, and on stills shall cease, and that in lieu 
thereof, upon all spirits which after the said day shall be distilled within 
the United States wholly or in part from molasses, sugar or other 
foreign materials, there shall be paid the duties following, that is to say:

For every gallon of those spirits of the first class of proof, ten cents; 
—for every gallon of those spirits of the second class of proof, eleven 
cents;—for every gallon of those spirits of the third class of proof, 
twelve cents;—for every gallon of those spirits of the fourth class of 
proof, fourteen cents;—for every gallon of those spirits of the fifth class 
of proof, eighteen cents;—for every gallon of those spirits of the sixth 
class of proof, twenty-five cents.—And upon all spirits which after the 
said day shall be distilled within the United States from materials of the 
growth or produce of the United States, in any city, town or village, at 
any distillery at which there shall be one or more stills which singly or 
together shall be of the capacity of four hundred gallons or upwards, 
there shall be paid the duties following, that is to say :

For every gallon of those spirits of the first class of proof, seven cents; 
—for every gallon of those spirits of the second class of proof, eight 
cents;—for every gallon of those spirits of the third class of proof, nine 
cents;—for every gallon of those spirits of the fourth class of proof,
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