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year one thousand eight hundred, and ending in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and six, or at any time sooner, in whole or in part, at 
the option of the United States;

And whereas it hath been also stated to Congress, that the charges 
upon the said loan have amounted to four and a half per centum, where-
by a doubt hath arisen, whether the said loan be within the meaning 
of the said last mentioned act, which limits the rate of interest to five 
per centum per annum;

And whereas it is expedient that the said doubt be removed;
Be it enacted and declared by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the loan 
aforesaid shall be deemed and construed to be within the true intent and 
meaning of the said act, intituled “ An act making provision for the 
reduction of the public debt,” and that any farther loan, to the extent 
of the principal sum authorized to be borrowed by the said act, the 
interest whereof shall be five per centum per annum, and the charges 
whereof shall not exceed the said rate of four and a half per centum, 
shall, in like manner, be deemed and construed to be within the true 
intent and meaning of the said act.

Appro ve d , March 3, 1791.

Cha p . XXVI.—An Act making farther provision for the collection of the dutiesby 
law imposed on Teas, and to prolong the term for the payment of the Duties 
on Wines.
Whe rea s  it is conceived that the following regulations concerning 

teas may be conducive both to the accommodation of the importers 
thereof, and to the security of the revenue:

Sec tio n  1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That in addi-
tion to the provisions contained in the fortieth and forty-first sections of 
the act, intituled “ An act to provide more effectually for the collection 
of the duties imposed by law on goods, wares and merchandise imported 
into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels,” as they 
regard the payment, or securing the payment of the duties on teas, it 
shall be lawful for every importer of teas, if he or she shall elect so to 
do, to give his or her bond to the collector of the district in which any 
of the said teas shall be landed, in double the amount of the duties 
thereupon, with condition for the payment of the said duties in two years 
from the date of such bond; which bond shall be accepted by such col-
lector, without surety, upon the terms following; that is to say : The teas, 
for the duties whereof the said bond shall be accepted, shah be depo-
sited at the expense and risk of the said importer, in one or more store-
house or storehouses, as the case may require, to be agreed upon between 
the said importer and the inspector, or other officer of inspection of the 
revenue, for the port where the said teas shall be landed ; and upon 
every such storehouse, the said inspector or officer of inspection shall 
cause to be affixed two locks, the key of one of which locks shall be 
kept by such importer, his or her agent, and the key of the other of 
which locks shall be kept by the said inspector, or by such other person 
as he shall depute and appoint in that behalf; whose duty it shall be to 
attend at all reasonable times, for the purpose of delivering the said teas 
out of the said storehouse or storehouses. But no delivery shall be 
made of any of the said teas without a permit in writing, under the 
hand of the said inspector or officer of inspection. And in order to 
the obtaining of such permit, it shall be necessary that the duties upon 
the teas, for which the same shall be required, be first paid, or, at the 
option of the party or parties applying for the same, secured to be paid 
in manner following; that is to say : The said party or parties shall
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give bond with one or more surety or sureties to the satisfaction of the 
said inspector, in double the amount of the duties upon the quantity of 
teas in each case to be delivered, with condition for the payment of the 
said duties, if the same shall not exceed one hundred dollars, in four 
months; or, if the same shall exceed one hundred dollars, and shall not 
exceed five hundred dollars, in eight months; or, if the same shall 
exceed five hundred dollars, in twelve months: Provided always, That 
the time to be allowed for the payment of the duties upon any parcel 
of teas to be delivered, shall not be such as to extend the credit for 
such duties beyond the term of two years originally allowed upon the 
depositing of the said teas.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That if the duties on any parcel 
of teas, which shall have been deposited as aforesaid, shall not have 
been paid or secured to be paid in manner last specified, within the 
term of two years, according to the condition of the obligation to be 
given to the collector of the district within which the same shall have 
been landed, it shall be the duty of the said collector to cause so much 
of the said teas, as may be necessary, to be sold at public auction, and 
retaining the sum which shall not have been so paid or secured of the 
said duties, together with the expenses of safe keeping and sale of the 
said teas, shall return the overplus, if any, to the owner or owners 
thereof, his, her, or their agent or lawful representative.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That the bonds which have been 
or shall be directed to be given, by this or any other act, for monies or 
duties to be paid or performed to the United States, shall be taken in 
the name of the United States of America; unless special direction 
shall have been given to take them in some other name. And the 
bonds to be taken as aforesaid, by any inspector of the revenue, shall 
be delivered by him forthwith to the collector of the district within 
which the teas, to which they may relate, shall have been landed, in 
order to the collection of the monies therein specified. And the per-
mits which shall have been granted by such inspector, for the delivery 
of any teas, out of any storehouse wherein they shall have been depo-
sited, shall be received by such collector towards satisfying any bond, 
which shall have been, in the first instance, taken by the said collector, 
touching the said teas; which permits shall therefore specify the amount 
of the duties which shall have been paid or secured upon the teas to be 
delivered in virtue thereof; and the name of the ship or vessel in which 
they shall have been imported, and of the importer or importers thereof.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That all teas which, after the 
first day of April next, shall be imported into the United States from 
any foreign port or place, shall be landed under the care of the inspec-
tors of the revenue for the ports where the same shall be respectively 
landed; and for that purpose every permit which shall be granted by 
any collector, for landing the same, shall, prior to such landing, be pro-
duced to the said inspector, who by an endorsement thereupon under 
his hand, shall signify the production thereof to him, and the time 
when; after which, and not otherwise, it shall be lawful to land the teas 
mentioned in such permit. And the said inspector shall make an entry 
of all such permits, and of the contents thereof; and each chest, box 
or package containing any teas, shall be marked by the officer under 
whose immediate inspect on the same shall be landed, in legible and 
durable characters, with progressive numbers, and with the name of 
the vessel in which the same shall have been imported. And the said 
officer shall grant a certificate for each such chest, box or package, 
specifying therein the name or names of the importer or importers, the 
ship or vessel in which the same shall have been imported, and the 
number thereof to accompany the same wheresoever it shall be sent.

And whereas, for the payment of the duties accruing on Maderia
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wines, and which may be secured by bond, the term of twelve months 
is allowed; and it is proper to extend, in like manner, the payment of 
the duties accruing on other wines;

Sec . 5. Therefore, be it enacted, That for the payment of the duties 
on other than Maderia wines, and which shall be secured by bond, such 
bond shall be taken with condition for the payment of the duties in 
twelve months, in like manner as by law is directed for the payment of 
the duties on Maderia wines.

Appro ve d , March 3, 1791.

Chap . XXVII.—An Act for granting lands to the Inhabitants and settlers at Vin-
cennes and the Illinois country, in the territory northwest of the Ohio, and for 
confirming them in their possessions.
Sec ti on  1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represented- 

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That four 
hundred acres of land be given to each of those persons, who in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, were heads of fami-
lies at Vincennes or in the Illinois country, on the Mississippi, and who 
since that time have removed from one of the said places to the other. 
And the governor of the territory northwest of the Ohio is hereby di-
rected, to cause the same to be laid out for them, at their own expense, 
either at Vincennes or in the Illinois country, as they shall severally 
elect.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted and declared, That the heads of 
families at Vincennes or in the Illinois country in the year one thou-
sand seven hundred and eighty-three, who afterwards removed without 
the limits of the said territory, are notwithstanding, entitled to the dona-
tion of four hundred acres of land made by the resolve of Congress of 
the twenty-ninth of August, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-
eight; and the governor of the said territory, upon application to him 
for that purpose, is hereby directed to cause the same to be laid out for 
such heads of families or their heirs; and shall also cause to be laid off 
and confirmed to such persons the several tracts of land which they may 
have possessed, and which before the year one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-three may have been allotted to them according to the laws 
and usages of the government under which they had respectively settled : 
Provided nevertheless, That if such persons or their heirs do not return 
and occupy the said lands within five years, such lands shall be con-
sidered as forfeited to the United States.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That one hundred and fifty acres 
of land, heretofore in possession of the Piankeshaw Indians, and now 
under actual improvement, and constituting a part of the village of Vin-
cennes, be given to the persons who are severally in possession of the 
said land.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That where lands have been ac-
tually improved and cultivated at Vincennes, or in the Illinois country, 
under a supposed grant of the same, by any commandant or court claim-
ing authority to make such grant, the governor of the said territory be, 
arid he hereby is empowered to confirm to the persons who made such 
improvements, their heirs or assigns, the lands supposed to have been 
granted as aforesaid, or such parts thereof as he, in his discretion, may 
judge reasonable, not exceeding to any one person, four hundred acres.

Sec . 5. And be it further enacted, That a tract of land, containing 
about five thousand four hundred acres, which for many years has been 
fenced and used by the inhabitants of Vincennes as a common, also a 
tract of land including the villages of Cohos and Prairie du Pont, and 
heretofore used by the inhabitants of the said villages as a common, be, 
and the same are hereby appropriated to the use of the inhabitants of
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