
(a) Treason.—To constitute a levying of war, there must be an assemblage of persons for the purpose 
of effecting by force, a treasonable purpose. Ex parte Bollman and Swartwout, 4 Cranch, 75 ; 2 Cond. 
Rep. 33. The United States v. Vigol, 2 Dall. 346. The United States v. Vilatto, 2 Dall. 370. The 
United States v. The Insurgents of Pennsylvania, 2 Dall. 335. The United States v. Mitchell, 2 Dall. 
348. The United States v, Stuart, 2 Dall. 343; 1 Burr’s Trial, 14; 2 Burr’s Trial, 401.
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treason.

mislead, or shall actually mislead the public, so as the effect described 
cannot be produced by the means specified, then, and in such cases, the 
verdict and judgment shall be for the defendant.

Sec . 7. And be it further enacted, That such patentee as aforesaid, 
shall, before he receives his patent, pay the following fees to the several 
officers employed in making out and perfecting the same, to wit: For 
receiving and filing the petition, fifty cents; for filing specifications, per 
copy-sheet containing one hundred words, ten cents; for making out 
patent, two dollars; for affixing great seal, one dollar ; for indorsing the 
day of delivering the same to the patentee, including all intermediate 
services, twenty cents.

Appro ve d , April 10, 1790.

Cha p. VIII__ In Act further to suspend part of an act intituled “An act to regu-
late the collection of the duties imposed by law on the tonnage of ships or vessels, 
and on goods, wares and merchandises imported into the United States,” and to 
amend the said act.
Sec ti on  1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That so 
much of an act, intituled, “An act to regulate the collection of the duties 
imposed by law on the tonnage of ships or vessels, and on goods, wares 
and merchandises imported into the United States,” as obliges ships or 
vessels bound up the river Potomac to come to, and deposit manifests 
of their cargoes with the officers at Saint Mary’s and Yeocomico, before 
they proceed to their port of delivery, shall be and is hereby further sus-
pended, from the first day of May next, to the first of May in the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That 
the landing places in Windsor and East Windsor, in the State of Con-
necticut, shall be ports of delivery, and be included in the district of 
New London.

Appro ve d , April 15, 1790.

Cha p. IX.—An Act for the Punishment of certain Crimes against the United 
States.

Sec ti on  1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That if 
any person or persons, owing allegiance to the United States of America, 
shall levy war against them, or shall adhere to their enemies, giving them 
aid and comfort within the United States or elsewhere, and shall be 
thereof convicted, on confession in open court, or on the testimony of 
two witnesses to the same overt act of the treason whereof he or they 
shall stand indicted, such person or persons shall be adjudged guilty of 
treason against the United States, and shall suffer death.(a)

Sec . 2. And be it[further]enacted, That if any person or persons, 
having knowledge of the commission of any of the treasons aforesaid, 
shall conceal and not as soon as may be disclose and make known the 
same to the President of the United States, or some one of the judges 
thereof, or to the president or governor of a particular state, or some 
one of the judges or justices thereof, such person or persons on convic-
tion shall be adjudged guilty of misprision of treason, and shall be im-
prisoned not exceeding seven years, and fined not exceeding one thou-
sand dollars.
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