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TO THE

HONORABLE JOSEPH STORY,
ONE OF THE ASSOCIATE JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT 

OF THE UNITED STATES.

My dea r  Sir  :

In expressing to you my sincere acknowledgments for 
your permission to inscribe this work to you, I have afforded to 
me the opportunity to record my full sense of your high judicial 
character; of your deep and universal learning in the law; of the 
great value of your decisions on the important questions of consti-
tutional and statute law which have come before the Supreme 
Court during your long and honorable presence in that tribunal, in 
the maintenance of those constitutional principles on which, only, 
our government can permanently rest; and of your arduous and 
successful labors to elevate and diffuse the science of jurisprudence 
in our country.

In other relations to you, I ask leave to declare my grateful 
feelings for your kind and affectionate friendship, and for the 
esteem with which you have always been pleased to regard me.

This work is indebted to you for its existence. It has been 
prepared according to a plan suggested by you; and in your 
approbation of the manner in which it has been edited by me, 
there is a perfect assurance that it will receive the sanction and 
support of all. This is a proud and complete title to the claims 
of the work to public patronage.

I have the honor to be, 
My dear Sir, 

Very respectfully and faithfully, 
Your obedient servant,

RICHARD PETERS.

Phi la de lph ia , January, 1845.





ADVERTISEMENT.

The  Publishers would call the attention of all those who have occasion to 
consult the laws of the United States to the following characteristics of this edition, 
which justify them in unhesitatingly recommending it as worthy of the public ap-
probation, in addition to high testimonials in the accompanying letters as to its 
merits.

1. It has the sanction of Congress, and is issued under their auspices. It is 
to be the edition supplied to the officers of government, and an interest in the 
copyright is reserved to the United States.

2. It will contain all the laws, and yet will be put at a less price than 
those editions which contain only a portion of those laws. The purchaser will 
be sure that he can find every law which he may have occasion to refer to.

3. It is enriched with copious notes of the decisions of the courts 
of the United States on the several statutes, and with references to other 
statutes.

4. It will be the only edition in which the laws are chaptered as is di-
rected by the joint resolution of Congress of March 3, 1845, except the session 
acts, which are too expensive to be within the reach of but very few persons.

5. It can be relied upon for accuracy. It is printed with great care, 
from authorized editions of the laws, and then is subjected to a careful revision 
by the records at the seat of government. The value given to it, by so great 
care to secure its entire authenticity, will be at once perceived by all professional 
persons. The Publishers would refer those whose pursuits have not given them 
occasion to appreciate the importance of the entire accuracy of the text, to the 
letters of the Hon. Ruf us  Cho at e , and of the Hon. Rob er t  C. Win th ro p, 
which are printed herewith.

6. The superiority of the paper on which it is printed, and of its typo-
graphical execution, over all other editions, will be seen and appreciated at once 
by every one.

a2



LETTERS

ADDRESSED TO THE PUBLISHERS.

Letter from the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, of Massachusetts.

“ Bost on , 25 November, 1845.
“ Gen tl eme n  :

“ I take pleasure in putting on paper, agreeably to your request, the 
favorable opinions I have already expressed, in relation to your new edition of the 
Laws of the United States.

“ The mere fact, that your edition has been freshly and carefully compared with 
the originals in the Department of State, would seem a sufficient commendation of 
it to all who appreciate the importance of an accurate text to the just understanding 
of the statutes. This comparison, I learn, has not been instituted in the preparation 
of previous editions of the laws, (except that of Bioren and Duane,) and has resulted, 
in the present instance, in the discovery and correction of numerous errors.

“But your edition promises to be as comprehensive and complete as it is 
accurate. It embraces all the laws which have been enacted since the foundation of 
our government, Private as well as Public, District as well as National, the obsolete 
and repealed as well as those now in force. It includes, also, all our Treaties with 
foreign governments and with the Indian tribes. And you have furnished it, still 
further, with copious references to the Decisions of the Federal Courts, and with 
an ample and elaborate Index. There would thus seem nothing left to be desired 
for the completeness of our National Code.

“ I say nothing of the typographical execution of the volumes, or of the moder-
ate price at which you propose to supply them. These matters will speak for them-
selves, and will combine with the other considerations which I have suggested in 
securing for your work the patronage it deserves. It will afford additional satisfaction 
to purchasers, to know that you intend to publish an annual supplement, containing the 
laws which may be passed by Congress from year to year, and conforming in all 
respects to the body of the work.

“ Wishing you all success in your undertaking,
“ I am,

“ Very respectfully,
“ Your obedient servant,

“ ROBERT C. WINTHROP.

“ Messrs. Lit tl e an d  Bro wn .”



viiLETTERS TO THE PUBLISHERS.

Letter from the Hon. Rufus Choate, of Massachusetts.

“ Bost on , 1 December, 1845.
“ Gen tl eme n  :

“ I have examined, with some attention, the first three volumes of 
your new edition of the Laws and Treaties of the United States. Judging from so 
ample a specimen of the whole work, I can have no doubt that it will be at once, 
and universally, and permanently, approved by the profession of law, and the country, 
and answer all the expectations which induced Congress to encourage and adopt it 
in advance. Completed as it is begun, it will contain the entire series of General 
and Private Laws and Resolves, obsolete or in force, chronologically arranged; 
all Treaties with foreign nations or Indian tribes, in the same arrangement; the 
Articles of Confederation and the Constitution; references, in proper places, to the 
decisions of all the Federal Courts applicable to any law, resolve, or treaty; and 
references, also, in proper places, to other laws, resolves, or treaties, upon the same 
subjects with those in the text. The whole succession of laws is most conveniently 
distributed into statutes and chapters, with a running title at the head of each page, 
expressing the session of Congress, and the date and chapter of each law or resolve 
which is contained on the page, with a full alphabetical verbal general Index of 
matters, and a separate Index to each volume.

“ It adds, I think, greatly to the value of this edition, that you have caused every 
law, resolve, and treaty, to be carefully collated with the originals in the Department 
of State. It is thus rendered, in the most absolute sense, a standard and authori-
tative work ; and, published as it is under the sanction of Congress, and in obedience 
to a general professional and public demand, it cannot fail to supersede all other 
editions.

“ I am
“ Your obedient servant,

“RUFUS CHOATE.
“Messrs. Lit tle  an d  Beo wn .”





The  edition of the Statutes of the United States now presented to the public 
comprehends all the Public Acts passed since the organization of the govern-
ment, preceded by the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confedera-
tion, and the Constitution of the United States; in one volume, the Private Acts; 
and in one volume, the Treaties of the United States with Foreign Nations and 
with the Indian tribes, which compose the whole diplomatic collection.

Copious notes of the Decisions of the courts of the United States, which 
construe, comment upon, or apply to the law, treaty, or text, and upon the 
subjects of the laws, which have come under the consideration of the courts, are 
placed under the acts.

On the margin, or at the foot of the page containing each law, there is a 
reference to the acts passed before or after the law on the same matter. The 
repeal of every law, and its having become obsolete, are also noted. In Notes, 
the whole legislation on many of the subjects of the laws is fully referred to.

The laws are divided so as to comprehend the acts of every session of Con-
gress as a separate statute, designated as the First, Second, or Third statute; 
with a running title at the head of each page expressing the session of Congress 
and the date of each chapter or resolve, contained in the page; and each law 
forms a separate chapter.

It will be seen that the acts are inserted in chronological order, but the 
numbers of the chapters are not consecutive. It was the purpose of the editor to 
adopt a different arrangement of the chapters, but the Attorney-Genera] of the 
United States has decided that the “Joint Resolution” imposes the manner of 
chaptering which has been pursued. The numbers of the chapters of the Private 
Acts, are those of the omitted chapters in the volumes of the public laws.

Every volume contains a separate alphabetical index of the matters in the 
volume, in which particular reference is given to the subject of every act; and at 
the end of the last volume of the Public Laws there is an Index of all the mat-
ters in the volumes of the Public Laws. The volume of Private Laws contains 
an index to their contents; and to the volume containing the Treaties a full and 
particular index is given, in such a form as that an easy reference is obtained to 
every provision in every treaty.

Vol . I.—(2) ix
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X PREFACE.

A complete list of all the acts, resolves, and treaties, in every volume, is 
given, chronologically arranged, with a brief and general description of the sub-
ject of every act.

Tables of the laws chronologically arranged, relating to the Judiciary, Im-
posts and Tonnage, the Public Lands, &c., are prefixed to the last volume of 
the Public Laws. By these tables the whole legislation on the subjects of those 
laws may be readily referred to. The facilities thus afforded for such reference 
will give to this work the advantages of separate selections of the laws upon 
these matters.

This work is stereotyped. Every effort has been made to make this 
edition a correct transcript of the laws as they are recorded at Washington. 
By a contract with the government of the United States, the plates from which 
the work is printed belong to the government, to the extent set forth in the Joint 
Resolution of March 3, 1845; thus securing to the United States the use of the 
plates, to the end of time; so that all future editions of the statutes and treaties 
may be printed in the same manner. The work will thus become, for all pur-
poses, the Perm an en t  Nat io na l  Edit ion  of  th e  Law ’s  of  th e  Uni te d  Stat es  ; 
and all future statutes and treaties may be printed in the same form, and become 
consecutive volumes of the NATIONAL CODE.

The plan of this work has been submitted to distinguished judicial and pro-
fessional gentlemen in the United States; their advice sought, and followed in 
maturing and perfecting the designs of the publication, and their opinions solicited 
on the usefulness and value of the work, and on the necessity for its completion. 
The letters, in reply to communications from the editor, give assurances of its 
favourable reception by the public.

It is earnestly hoped that this work will be found acceptable to all whose 
official situations and professional duties oblige them to administer and consult the 
laws of the United States. The Government of the United States having sanc-
tioned by its liberal patronage this publication, it is confidently believed, that a 
full and complete knowledge of the statutes and treaties of the United States, 
and of the decisions of the courts of the United States, construing the laws, and 
the subjects to which they relate—the administration of public justice—and 
public and private convenience, will be extensively promoted, and permanently 
secured by this work.



EXTRACTS
FROM

LETTERS ADDRESSED TO THE EDITOR.

Letter from Mr. Justice Story, of the Supreme Court of the United States.
“Washingt on , January 29, 1844.

“De ar  Sir : I wrote you a considerable time ago my views as to the plan upon which an 
edition of the Laws of the United States, to be worthy of the nation, should be executed. I 
have since read your printed programme; and I perceive that you have adopted in it all the 
suggestions which I ventured to make. If an edition such as you propose should be published, 
it would, in my judgment, supersede all others, and be of great permanent benefit, not only to 
the profession, but to Congress and to the whole country. Indeed, I cannot but consider it as 
of such vital importance as to be, in a just sense, of urgent necessity. The editions now in 
use and circulation are, either from defect of plan or execution, or the constant accumulation 
of new laws, inadequate to the public wants.

“ I earnestly hope that Congress may by its patronage enable the enterprising booksellers, 
with the aid of your known abilities, to accomplish this most desirable undertaking, and thus 
present our statutes at large in a form which shall be worthy of our national character.”

Extracts from letters from Mr. Chief Justice Taney, dated January 21 and 24, 1844.
“The publication of the Laws of the United States upon the plan proposed is certainly very 

desirable, and will be of great public value. Can you afford to undertake it without the 
patronage of the General Government? Upon that subject you can judge better than I can. 
The publication you propose seems to me to be peculiarly entitled to the support of Congress. 
At all events, however, I hope you will find encouragement enough to induce you to go on 
with your plan.”

“As you will have seen from my former letter, I had hardly any thing to offer, more than to 
express my conviction of the value and importance of the work, and my confidence in any plan 
proposed by Judge Story, whose long experience in matters of that kind has given him the best 
opportunities of forming a correct judgment.”

Letter from the Hon. Judge McKinley, Supreme Court.
“Was hin gt on , January 17, 1844.

“ Dear  Sir  : The edition of the Statute Laws of the United States which you propose to pub-
lish will, in my opinion, be very useful to the profession and to the country generally; and the 
plan you have adopted will enable the reader to ascertain, with very little labour, what the 
statute law is, although there may be several statutes on the same subject passed at different 
and distant periods of time. Such a work is greatly needed at present, and I hope, sir, your 
success will be such as the enterprise deserves.”

Letter from Chancellor Kent.
New  York , November 30, 1843.

“ My De ar  Sir : I am very much pleased with your plan of a new edition of the Statutes of 
the United States at large. It is excellent and most comprehensive, and will require time and 
labour; and if your health, leisure, and perseverance will enable you to complete it, you will 
confer a signal benefit on the nation, and a lasting honour to its legislative character. Such a 
work is exceedingly wanted, and deserves the most liberal public patronage. The aid of 
Judge Story, which you say is generously assured, will facilitate your labours, and add to the 
editorial and national character of the work the highest sanction.”

xi



xii LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

Letter from the Hon. John Nelson, Attorney General of the United Slates.
“Washingt on , November 22, 1843.

“ My  Dear  Sir : My absence will plead my apology for this delay in expressing to you my 
cordial approbation of your plan for the publication of the Laws of the United States. I 
have no suggestions to add to those furnished by Mr. Justice Story.

“ Of the importance of the proposed work, all who have occasion to consult the public laws 
must be aware; of its necessity, those who are charged with the performance of public duties 
are daily made conscious; and I regard it as matter of just congratulation, that it is to be 
undertaken by one upon whose professional intelligence and enlarged experience the public 
may so confidently rely.”

Letter from the Hon. Martin Van Buren.
“ Linde nwa ld , December 16, 1843.

“ Dear  Sir  : I have, at your request, examined the plan of your proposed edition of the 
Laws of the United States, and think it a very excellent one.

“ Sincerely wishing you success in your undertaking, I am,” &c.

Letter from the Hon. A. Ware, District Judge of Maine.
“ Port la nd , December 12, 1843.

“ Dear  Sir  : I am glad to learn from you that you propose to publish a new edition of the 
Statutes of the United States at large. It has now become difficult to obtain a complete copy 
of all the laws passed from the commencement of the Government; and although Story’s edi-
tion of the laws, now in common use, is the most convenient for ordinary purposes, yet it is 
sometimes necessary to recur to obsolete laws, not included in that edition. It is very im-
portant that the whole series of laws, from the commencement of the government, shall be 
preserved in a permanent form. You propose to give a complete edition, with references to 
the jurisprudence of the courts, which will add much to its value. It is an enterprise well 
worthy of the patronage of the public, and especially of the government.”

Letter from the Hon. Judge McLean, Supreme Court United States.
“ Was hing to n , January 20, 1844.

“De ar  Sir : I have read your proposals to publish ‘the Statutes of the United States at 
large’ with much interest. The arrangement, I think, is excellent, and the annexation of 
notes at the foot of each page, showing the construction of the statutes by the federal courts, 
will add much to the value of the work. This enterprise will be attended with great expense; 
but the great ability of the work, and an increasing demand for it, will, I trust, in a short time 
reimburse your expenditures. The work, as you well remark, will be national, and I hope it 
will receive, as it well deserves, the patronage of the legal profession and of the constituted 
authorities of the country.”

Letter from the Hon. William Crawford, District Judge of the United States for the District of 
Alabama.

“ Mobi le , January 4, 1844.
“ Dea r  Sir : I have examined your plan for the publication of ‘the Statutes of the United 

States at large,’ and am satisfied that the plan is judicious, and that the work is much needed. 
The chronological order in which the laws will be arranged, and your foot and marginal notes, 
will enable any person desirous to know what the law is at the present day readily to obtain 
that information.

“The work, in my opinion, merits the patronage of the public; and, as it will be a highly 
useful work, I cannot doubt that it will be liberally afforded.”

Letter from the Hon. Judge Sprague, District Judge of Massachusetts.
“ Bost on , December 4, 1843.

“ MY De ar  Sir  : I have examined your plan for an edition of the Statutes of the United 
States at large, and it meets my cordial approbation.

“ Such a work is very much needed, and must be of great utility to all who may have occa-
sion to investigate the laws of the United States.”



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

Letter from the Hon. Henry Clay.

xiii

“Ashl and , December 4, 1843.
“ My  Dear  Sir : I have received your favour, transmitting to me a programme of a com-

plete edition of the laws of the United States, which you propose to collect and publish, and to 
stereotype. I believe the wants of the community, of the courts, and of the bar, require such 
a work; and the plan of executing it which you propose can have no higher recommendation 
than that which Judge Story has given it. I would add my individual wish that your index 
may be as full and perfect as that which is contained in the judge’s edition of the Statutes.”

Letter from the Hon. John Kennedy, of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.
“ Philade lp hia , December 14, 1843.

“ Dear  Sir  : Having looked over your prospectus of a publication of the Statutes of the 
United States at large, I feel myself bound to say that the plan, as it strikes me, is admirably 
well adapted to meet every reasonable wish that either individuals or the public could have on 
the subject. I cannot but express my full and entire approbation of it; and permit me also to 
add, that I have the most full and entire confidence that the execution of the work in your 
hands will be at least equal to all that is promised. It is certainly a work of considerable 
magnitude, and will be attended with a vast expense as well as labour on your part; and as 
the advantage to be derived from it will be immensely important and valuable, I therefore hope 
that you will not only be indemnified, but liberally rewarded by the patronage of a generous 
public.”

Letter from the Hon. Thomas Sergeant, of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.
“Philade lp hia , December 7, 1843.

“ Dear  Sir : The plan of publishing the Statutes of the United States, contained in the pro-
posals enclosed in your letter, I should think the best that can be suggested for such a work, 
considering it in reference either to present use or permanent preservation; and I do not doubt 
but that your well known professional talents and long experience in judicial publications will 
ensure to it that accuracy in editing and excellence in printing which a work of this character 
requires.”

Letter from the Hon. Motion C. Rogers, of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.

“ De ar  Sir : I am pleased to learn that you propose to publish an edition of the Laws of the 
United States, on a plan which cannot fail to be useful. I have read your prospectus with 
attention, and if carried out as you design, and of that I can entertain no doubt, it will meet the 
patronage of the profession and of Congress, who will lend their efficient aid and countenance 
to a work which will most materially contribute to a knowledge of the laws of the Union, so 
indispensable to the citizens of the United States.”

Letter from the Hon. Samuel R. Betts, District Judge of the Eastern District of New York.
“ New  York , December 5, 1843.

“ Sir  : I received your favour of the 30th ultimo, enclosing a prospectus of an edition of the 
Laws of the United States. I sincerely hope the project may be carried into execution, and 
that so important a work may secure you an adequate remuneration.

“ I think a reprint of the statutes in full decidedly to be preferred to any other mode of pub-
lication. Abridgments, or mere indexes, are convenient for hasty consultation, but the entire 
act must be examined before its spirit or parts can be justly appreciated.

“ The arrangement of the acts, with a view to present in connection those relating to the same 
subjects, has advantages; yet, in investigating a point, the apprehension that something has 
been omitted will necessarily lead to searches through the entire series of legislation, notwith-
standing such juxtaposition of particular statutes, by a compiler or editor of the highest learning 
and reputation.

“ I am persuaded it is the safest and more satisfactory course to publish the laws in the order 
of their passage. That is not unfrequently an essential element to their proper interpretation. 
Until they are codified or remodelled by the legislature, I believe they can be furnished in no 
form so useful as in the order of their enactment.”

b



Letter from the Hon. Matthew Harvey, District Judge of the United States for New Hampshire. 
“Hopkinton , December 16, 1843.

“ Dear  Sir :—I have examined a prospectus of an edition of the Laws of the United States, 
which you propose to publish, and I think it must meet the entire approbation of every one who 
feels the least interest in a work of this kind. The labour which would be saved by it to all 
executive and judicial officers, as well as to gentlemen of the legal profession, and members of 
Congress, is beyond calculation.

“There are few persons, I imagine, whose duty has required them to make frequent refer-
ences to the Laws of the United States, who have not been embarrassed and confused, if not 
sometimes perplexed, from causes which would be entirely removed by this work.

“ No one, who will compare for a moment the vast superiority of this over any arrangement 
or edition of the laws we have ever had, can doubt its necessity, its value, and great public 
importance.

“ In my estimation, the work has a claim upon all patronage, both public and private. It 
should become a national work.”

Letter from the Hon. Samson Mason, of Ohio.
“Spr ingf ie ld , December 12, 1843.

“Mv Dear  Sir  : I have examined the plan on which you propose to publish the Statutes of 
the United States at large ; and if executed, as I doubt not it will be, in conformity with the 
principles you have laid down, the work could not fail to be eminently useful, and greatly supe-
rior, in my judgment, to any of the kind heretofore attempted. It would well deserve, as I 
hope it would receive, the patronage of both government and people. The want of such a work 
is, I am sure, extensively felt.”

Letter from David B. Ogden, Esq., New York.
* “New  York , December 1, 1843.

“ My  Dear  Sir : I have received your letter of the 27th of November, enclosing your pros-
pectus for the publication of an edition of the Statutes of the United States. I have no hesita-
tion in saying, that in my opinion the publication of the statutes upon the plan proposed by you 
will be one of great use to gentlemen of the bar, upon investigations into the laws of the United 
States, which must be much facilitated by it.”

Letter from the Hon. A. Conkling, District Judge of the United States for the Western District of 
New York.

“Mel rose , ne ar  Aubu rn , December 6, 1843.
“Sir  : Your letter, enclosing your prospectus of an edition of the Laws of the United States, 

was received two days ago. The plan of the proposed work, as stated in the prospectus, 
appears to me excellent; and I have no doubt that the work, if well executed and correctly 
printed, will be highly useful.”

Letter from the Hon- John M. Clayton, of Delaware.
“Newc astl e , December 5, 1843.

“ Dear  Sir  : I have read with great pleasure your proposal to publish an edition of the Sta-
tutes at large of the United States. This is, indeed, a desideratum. Every public man now 
feels the want of such a work. The plan is excellent, and the undertaking richly merits 
national patronage.”

Letter from the Hon. J. L. Pettigru, of South Carolina.
“ Mil le dgevi ll e , December 9, 1843.

“ De ar  Sir  : Your favour of 27th of November has been forwarded to me at this place.
“It gives me pleasure to see that you propose to publish a new edition of the Statutes of the 

United States. Such a work is called for by the accumulation of new enactments since the last 
edition was put out, under the auspices of Judge Story ; and the improvements which you pro-
pose upon the plan of former editions will give to a new edition great additional value.

“Your plan appears to me most judiciously arranged; and such a work as you propose, 
executed with the advantages of your experience, will speedily supersede any existing compila-
tion of the acts of Congress. It is to be hoped that a work of such obvious utility will not 
languish for the want of public patronage.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.xiv
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Letter from Henry D. Gilpin, Esq., of .Pennsylvania, late Attorney General.
“ Phil ade lp hia , December 6, 1843.

“ Dear  Sir : I have read your plan for publishing the Statutes of the United States at large. 
I am extremely glad that you have undertaken this most useful and necessary work. No per-
son who has had frequent occasion to examine and compare the various enactments of Congress 
will hesitate to say that such a publication has become indispensable. The plan you have 
selected seems to me to be such as will give the work very great value, both for authority and 
reference.”

Letter from B. F. Butler, Esq., late Attorney General.
“ New  York , January 5, 1844.

“ Dear  Sir  : I thank you for your prospectus of your proposed edition of the Statutes of the 
United States at large. Such a work is much needed by all judicial and other officers con-
nected with the Federal Government, by many of the functionaries under the State Govern-
ments, and by the legal profession generally. Your plan appears to me to contain all the 
requisites of such a publication, and, if executed in the manner and published in the form pro-
posed, will deserve, and I trust receive, the patronage of the government as well as of the 
public.”

Letter from Judges Pettit and Jones, Judges of the District Court of Philadelphia County.
“ Phila del phia , December 8, 1843.

« Dear  Sir : We have read the prospectus of your permanent and complete edition of the 
Laws of the United States. The plan seems to be well conceived and judiciously marked out, 
and, if successfully executed, cannot fail to produce a most valuable edition of our national 
statutes at large, arranged chronologically.

“The foot notes and marginal references, with a view to accurate historical search concern-
ing the legislation of Congress, constitute an important feature of the design, and will require 
industry, and tact, and experience, which we knovC you to possess.”

Letter from William M. Meredith, Esq., of Philadelphia.
“Philade lp hia , December 18, 1843.

“ My  Dear  Sir : I have read the prospectus of the Statutes of the United States at large, 
which you were good enough to send me, and am glad to find you have undertaken a work, 
which, edited with your acknowledged ability, must be highly useful. The best existing 
editions of the acts of Congress are on plans the defects of which are very obvious, and will 
be fully supplied in your publication.”

Letter from William B. Reed, Esq., of Philadelphia.
“ Philade lp hia , December 11, 1843.

“Dear  Sir : I thank you for the prospectus of the Statutes at large. It seems to me that 
such an undertaking will command not only the professional approbation which you desire, 
but, what is at least of equal value, that of the student of the political and social history of the 
country. The legislation of Congress, whether it be obsolete or temporary in its character, or 
even expressly abrogated, is an important part of the history of the country.”

Letter from Daniel Lord, Jr., Esq., New York.
“ New  York , November 30, 1843.

“ Dear  Sir : I have your prospectus of an edition of the Laws. I know of no work more 
called for. Judge Story’s edition of the Laws is now the only one accessible to the profession, 
and may perhaps suffice for the text of public acts. But, in the matter of the private acts, no 
access can be had except to the originally published acts, which are not to be found except as 
rarities. The courts, too, in their reference to the citation of the United States laws, some-
times refer to the act by its date and title, and sometimes to the session pamphlet, sometimes 
to volumes accidentally bound up, and sometimes to Judge Story’s. The citations by counsel 
are equally various, and great difficulty and confusion result.

“The annotations, giving a history of the laws, and a series of the adjudications upon them, 
seem to me a matter of so great convenience as almost to amount to a necessity.

“Your whole enterprise seems to me to be called for by the greatest need, and to be one 
really of national benefit. I hope it will receive every public and private patronage.”



Letter from Henry M. Watts, Esq., District Attorney of the United States.
“ Phila del phia , December 8, 1843.

“ My  De ar  Sir : I have examined carefully the prospectus of the work you propose to pub-
lish, and am happy to find there is some one of sufficient capacity to undertake so useful and 
herculean a task. 

“A complete edition of the Articles of Confederation, the Constitution of the United States, 
and the Statutes of the United States, since the organization of the government, in the style, 
mode, and with the notes and appendix you contemplate, will undoubtedly be a most valuable 
acquisition, not only to Congress, the public officers, the judiciary, and the bar, but to the 
whole community.”

Letter from Thomas Ewing, Esq., of Ohio.
“Washingt on , January 27, 1844.

“ Dear  Sir  : I have examined your prospectus for the publication of the Laws of the United 
States, with notes and references, and approve of your plan entirely.

“ Such a publication is much needed by the legal profession, and I am satisfied that you will 
execute it with care and fidelity.”

Letter from the Hon. Joseph L. Tillinghast, of Rhode Island.
“ My  Dear  Sir : I had the pleasure, this morning, to receive your letter, with a prospectus 

of your intended publication of an edition of the Laws of the United States.
“ Such a work must prove highly acceptable, not only to the National and State Legisla-

tures, the tribunals of justice, and the profession, but to the great numbers of the community 
who have occasion at times to look at the laws of the Union, and who are now obliged to ex-
pend much time and toil in looking for them.

“There are by no means a sufficient number of copies in the Library of Congress for the 
accommodation of the members.

“The subject of a new edition was before the Joint Library Committee of Congress at 
several times and on several suggestions, while I had the honour of being a member of the 
committee. All concurred in the necessity of the work; but differences of opinion existed as 
to the plan, and as to the auspices or direction under which it should be accomplished.

“ I have looked carefully at the plan detailed in your prospectus ; and as to all that relates to 
the matter to be comprised, and the arrangement and designation of that matter, I do not be-
lieve a better could be adopted.”

Letter from the Hon. Isaac II. Bronson, Judge of the Supreme Court of Florida.
“ Newnansvil le , East  Flor ida , December 20, 1843.

“ My  Dea r  Sir : I have examined your notice or plan of this new work with much satisfac-
tion. Such a work is much needed, and I think cannot fail to meet with the ready approbation 
of the bench and the bar throughout the country, as well as all public men or officers in any 
way connected with the execution or administration of the laws of the United States.

“The plan of the work seems to be calculated to render it very perfect.”

Letter from the Hon. Andrew T. Judson, District Judge of Connecticut.
“ Cant erbu ry , Connec t icut , March 4, 1844.

“I have received and examined with cafe your prospectus of a work entitled ‘ the Statutes 
of the United States at large,’ and permit me to say, that a work of that description is very 
much needed. If executed in the manner you propose, a great favour will be conferred on the 
public, and I have no doubt it will be universally acknowledged. Its convenience and benefit 
will be incalculable to the profession.

“I hope you will not only be encouraged to progress with the work, but find from all 
quarters an ample reward.”
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blish the Judicial Courts of the United States.” July 16, 1798......... .............. 609

Debt of the United States. An act making certain appropriations; and to authorize the Pre-
sident to obtain a loan on the credit of the direct tax. (Obsolete.) July 16, 1798.. 609

Treasury, War, and Navy Departments. An act to alter and amend the several acts for the 
establishment and regulation of the Treasury, War, and Navy Departments. July 
16, 1798...............................................................................................................  610

Additional Appropriations for Expenses of the Government of the United States. An act making 
certain additional appropriations for the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-eight. (Obsolete.) July 16, 1798......................................................... 611

Commercial Intercourse between the United States and France. An act to amend the act entitled 
“An act to suspend the commercial intercourse between the United States and 
France, and the dependencies thereof.” (Obsolete.) July 16, 1798............. 61

Additional Compensation to Officers of the Senate and House of Representatives. An act allowing 
an additional compensation to the secretary of the Senate, and clerk of the House 
of Representatives, and to their clerks, for their services, during the present session 
of Congress. July 16, 1798..............................................................................  612
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STATUTE III.—1799.
Pags

Crimes. Holding Correspondence with a Foreign Government, &c. An act for the punishment of 
certain crimes therein specified. Jan. 30, 1799...............................................  613

Commercial Intercourse with France. An act further to suspend the commercial intercourse 
between the United States and France, and the dependencies thereof. (Expired.)
Feb. 9, 1799..................................................................................................................... 613

Accounts between the United States and the several States. An act respecting balances reported 
against certain States, by the commissioners appointed to settle the accounts be-
tween the United States and the several States. (Expired.) Feb. 15, 1799. 616

Reimbursement of Moneys expended abroad for Aid to Seamen. An act to authorize the reim-
bursement of moneys expended in rendering aid to sick and destitute American 
seamen in foreign countries. (Obsolete.) Feb. 19, 1799............................... 617

Laws of the United States in the District of Tennessee. An act to amend an act entitled “An 
act giving effect to the laws of the United States within the District of Tennessee.” 
Feb. 19, 1799........................................................................................................ 617

Expenses of Treaties with the Indians. An act appropriating a certain sum of money to defray 
the expenses of holding a treaty or treaties with the Indians. (Obsolete.) Feb. 19, 
1799......................................................................................................................  618

Pay of Captains and Commanders of Ships and Vessels of War. An act fixing the pay of cap-
tains and commanders of ships and vessels of war of the United States. (Obsolete.) 
Feb. 25, 1799.......................................................................................................  618

Expenses of Executing Treaties with the Indian Tribes. An act making appropriations for de-
fraying the expenses which may arise in carrying into effect certain treaties between 
the United States and several tribes or nations of Indians. (Obsolete.) Feb. 25, 
1799...................................................................................................................... 618

Quarantine and Health Laws. An act respecting quarantine and health laws. Feb. 25,1799. 619
Augmentation of the Navy. An act for the augmentation of the navy. (Obsolete.) Feb. 25,1799. 621
Establishment of Docks. An act authorizing the establishment of docks. Feb. 25, 1799.... 622
Purchase of Timber for Naval Purposes. An act authorizing the purchase of timber for naval 

purposes. Feb. 25, 1799..................................................................................... 622
Duties on Stamps upon Foreign Bills of Exchange and Bills of Lading. An act to alter the 

stamp duties imposed upon foreign bills of exchange and bills of lading by an act 
entitled “An act laying duties on stamped vellum, parchment, and paper;” and 
further to amend the same. (Repealed.) Feb. 28, 1799................................. 622

Captured French Citizens. An act concerning French citizens that have been or may be 
captured and brought into the United States. (Obsolete.) Feb. 28, 1799..... 624

Compensation for Marshals, Clerks, Attorneys, Jurors, and Witnesses. An act for providing com-
pensation for the marshals, clerks, attorneys, jurors, and witnesses in the Courts of 
the United States, and to repeal certain parts of the acts therein mentioned; and for 
other purposes. Feb. 28, 1799........................................................................... 624

Valuation of Lands and Dwelling-houses, and Enumeration of Slaves. An act to amend the act 
entitled “An act to provide for the valuation of lands and dwelling-houses, and the 
enumeration of slaves within the United States.” (Obsolete.) Feb. 28, 17'99. 626

District Court in Vermont. An act altering the time of holding the District Court in Vermont. 
(Obsolete.) Feb. 28, 1799.................................................................................. 627

Collection of Duties on Merchandise and Tonnage. An act to regulate the collection of duties 
on imposts and tonnage. March 2, 1799... . .....   627

Compensation to Officers employed in the Collection of Duties on Imposts and Tonnage. An act to 
establish the compensations of the officers employed in the collection of the duties 
on imposts and tonnage, and for other purposes. March 2, 1799.................. 704

Government of the Navy of the United States. An act for the government of the navy of the
United States. (Repealed.) March 2, 1799................................................................ 709

Appropriations for the Government of the United States. An act making appropriations for the 
support of government for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine. 
(Obsolete.) March 2, 4799............................................................................... 717
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Page
Distillers of Geneva. An act respecting distillers of Geneva. (Repealed.) March 2,1799. 720
Medical Establishment. An act to regulate the medical establishment. March 2, 1799........ 72
Additional Appropriations for the Government of the United States. An act making additional 

appropriations for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine. (Obso-
lete.) March 2, 1799......................................................................................... 723

Public Lands appropriated for Military Services and for the Society of the United Brethren. An 
act to amend the act entitled “An act regulating the grants of land appropriated for 
military services, and for the Society of the United Brethren, for propagating the
Gospel among the heathen.” March 2, 1799...............................................................  724

Promulgation of the Laws of the United States. An act in addition to an act entitled “An act 
for the more general promulgation of the laws of the United States.” March 2,1799. 724

Army of the United States. An act giving eventual authority to the President of the United 
States to augment the army. (Repealed.) March 2, 1799 ............................ 725

Bail. An act providing for the security of bail in certain cases. March 2, 1799........  727
Additional Compensation to certain Officers of the Senate and House of Representatives. An act to 

grant an additional compensation for the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine to certain officers of the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States. (Obsolete.) March 2, 1799...................................................... 727

Public Lands, Sale of, in the Territory north-west of the Ohio. An act to authorize the sale 
of certain lands between the Great and Little Miami rivers in the territory of the 
United States north-west of the Ohio, and for giving a pre-emption to certain pur-
chasers and settlers. March 2, 1799................................................................. 728

Relief of sick and disabled. Seamen. An act in addition to “An act for the relief of sick and 
disabled seamen.” March 2, 1799..................................................................... 729

Marine Corps. An act authorizing an augmentation of the marine corps. March 2, 1799. 729
Augmentation of the Salaries of certain Officers of the Government of the United States. An act to 

augment the salaries of the officers therein mentioned. March 2, 1799........ 729
Beacon on Boon Island. An act to erect a beacon on Boon Island. March 2, 1799............. 730
Compensation of Clerks. An act to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks. (Repealed 

and Supplied.) March 2,1799........................................................................... 730
Relief and. Protection of Seamen. An act to revive and continue in force certain parts of the 

“ Act for the relief and protection of American seamen,” and to amend the same.
March 2, 1799................................................................................................................. 731

Appropriations for the Naval Establishment. An act making appropriations for the support of 
the naval establishment for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine. 
(Obsolete.) March 2, 1799............................................................................... 732

Post-office. An act to establish the post-office of the United States. (Repealed.) March 
2, 1799.................................................................................................................. 733

Appropriations for the Army. An act making appropriations for the support of the military 
establishment for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine. (Obsolete.) 
March 2, 1799...................................................................................................... 741

Power of Retaliation vested in the President of the United States in certain Cases. An act vesting 
the power of retaliation in certain cases in the President of the United States. 
(Obsolete.) March 3, 1799............................................................ ................... 743

Trade and Intercourse with the Indian Tribes, &c. An act to regulate trade and intercourse with 
the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers. (Expired.) March 3, 
1799 ..................................................................................................................... 743

Authority to the President to fill Vacancies in the Army and Navy. An act authorizing the 
President of the United States to fill certain vacancies in the army and navy. (Ob-
solete.) March 3, 1799...................................................................................... 749

Army of the United States. An act for the better organizing of the troops of the United 
States, and for other purposes. (Obsolete.) March 3, 1799 ......................... 749

Resolution authorizing a subscription to Folwell’s edition of the Laws of the United States. 755
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