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jected to shall be taken up in their order, and each Senator 
shall be entitled to speak once and for five minutes only 
upon any question; and an objection may be interposed at 
any stage of the proceedings, but upon motion the Senate 
may continue such consideration; and this order shall com-
mence immediately after the call for ‘‘other resolutions’’, 
or after disposition of resolutions coming ‘‘over under the 
rule’’, and shall take precedence of the unfinished business 
and other special orders. But if the Senate shall proceed 
on motion with the consideration of any matter notwith-
standing an objection, the foregoing provisions touching de-
bate shall not apply. 

8.2 2. All motions made during the first two hours of a new 
legislative day to proceed to the consideration of any mat-
ter shall be determined without debate, except motions to 
proceed to the consideration of any motion, resolution, or 
proposal to change any of the Standing Rules of the Senate 
shall be debatable. Motions made after the first two hours 
of a new legislative day to proceed to the consideration 
of bills and resolutions are debatable. 

9 RULE IX 

MESSAGES 

9.1 1. Messages from the President of the United States or 
from the House of Representatives may be received at any 
stage of proceedings, except while the Senate is voting or 
ascertaining the presence of a quorum, or while the Journal 
is being read, or while a question of order or a motion 
to adjourn is pending. 

9.2 2. Messages shall be sent to the House of Representatives 
by the Secretary, who shall previously certify the deter-
mination of the Senate upon all bills, joint resolutions, and 
other resolutions which may be communicated to the 
House, or in which its concurrence may be requested; and 
the Secretary shall also certify and deliver to the President 
of the United States all resolutions and other communica-
tions which may be directed to him by the Senate. 

10 RULE X 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

10.1 1. Any subject may, by a vote of two-thirds of the Sen-
ators present, be made a special order of business for con-
sideration and when the time so fixed for its consideration 
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arrives the Presiding Officer shall lay it before the Senate, 
unless there be unfinished business in which case it takes 
its place on the Calendar of Special Orders in the order 
of time at which it was made special, to be considered in 
that order when there is no unfinished business. 

10.2 2. All motions to change such order, or to proceed to 
the consideration of other business, shall be decided with-
out debate. 

11 RULE XI 

PAPERS—WITHDRAWAL, PRINTING, READING OF, AND 
REFERENCE 

11.1 1. No memorial or other paper presented to the Senate, 
except original treaties finally acted upon, shall be with-
drawn from its files except by order of the Senate. 

11.2 2. The Secretary of the Senate shall obtain at the close 
of each Congress all the noncurrent records of the Senate 
and of each Senate committee and transfer them to the 
General Services Administration for preservation, subject 
to the orders of the Senate. 

11.3 3. When the reading of a paper is called for, and objected 
to, it shall be determined by a vote of the Senate, without 
debate. 

11.4 4. Every motion or resolution to print documents, re-
ports, and other matter transmitted by the executive de-
partments, or to print memorials, petitions, accompanying 
documents, or any other paper, except bills of the Senate 
or House of Representatives, resolutions submitted by a 
Senator, communications from the legislatures or conven-
tions, lawfully called, of the respective States, shall, unless 
the Senate otherwise order, be referred to the Committee 
on Rules and Administration. When a motion is made to 
commit with instructions, it shall be in order to add thereto 
a motion to print. 

11.5 5. Motions or resolutions to print additional numbers 
shall also be referred to the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration; and when the committee shall report favor-
ably, the report shall be accompanied by an estimate of 
the probable cost thereof; and when the cost of printing 
such additional numbers shall exceed the sum established 
by law, the concurrence of the House of Representatives 
shall be necessary for an order to print the same. 

11.6 6. Every bill and joint resolution introduced or reported 
from a committee, and all bills and joint resolutions re-
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