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[30.2] STANDING RULES OF THE SENATE

thirds of the Senators present shall be necessary to deter-
mine it in the affirmative; but all other motions and ques-
tions upon a treaty shall be decided by a majority vote,
except a motion to postpone indefinitely, which shall be
decided by a vote of two-thirds.

302 2. Treaties transmitted by the President to the Senate
for ratification shall be resumed at the second or any subse-
quent session of the same Congress at the stage in which
they were left at the final adjournment of the session at
which they were transmitted; but all proceedings on trea-
ties shall terminate with the Congress, and they shall be
resumed at the commencement of the next Congress as
if no proceedings had previously been had thereon.

31 RULE XXXI
EXECUTIVE SESSION—PROCEEDINGS ON NOMINATIONS

31.1 1. When nominations shall be made by the President of
the United States to the Senate, they shall, unless other-
wise ordered, be referred to appropriate committees; and
the final question on every nomination shall be, “Will the
Senate advise and consent to this nomination?” which
question shall not be put on the same day on which the
nomination is received, nor on the day on which it may
be reported by a committee, unless by unanimous consent.

31.2 2. All business in the Senate shall be transacted in open
session, unless the Senate as provided in rule XXI by a
majority vote shall determine that a particular nomination,
treaty, or other matter shall be considered in closed execu-
tive session, in which case all subsequent proceedings with
respect to said nomination, treaty, or other matter shall
be kept secret: Provided, That the injunction of secrecy as
to the whole or any part of proceedings in closed executive
session may be removed on motion adopted by a majority
vote of the Senate in closed executive session: Provided
further, That any Senator may make public his vote in
closed executive session.

31.3 3. When a nomination is confirmed or rejected, any Sen-
ator voting in the majority may move for a reconsideration
on the same day on which the vote was taken, or on either
of the next two days of actual executive session of the Sen-
ate; but if a notification of the confirmation or rejection
of a nomination shall have been sent to the President be-
fore the expiration of the time within which a motion to
reconsider may be made, the motion to reconsider shall
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be accompanied by a motion to request the President to
return such notification to the Senate. Any motion to recon-
sider the vote on a nomination may be laid on the table
without prejudice to the nomination, and shall be a final
disposition of such motion.

4. Nominations confirmed or rejected by the Senate shall
not be returned by the Secretary to the President until
the expiration of the time limited for making a motion to
reconsider the same, or while a motion to reconsider is
pending unless otherwise ordered by the Senate.

5. When the Senate shall adjourn or take a recess for
more than thirty days, all motions to reconsider a vote
upon a nomination which has been confirmed or rejected
by the Senate, which shall be pending at the time of taking
such adjournment or recess, shall fall; and the Secretary
shall return all such nominations to the President as con-
firmed or rejected by the Senate, as the case may be.

6. Nominations neither confirmed nor rejected during the
session at which they are made shall not be acted upon
at any succeeding session without being again made to the
Senate by the President; and if the Senate shall adjourn
or take a recess for more than thirty days, all nominations
pending and not finally acted upon at the time of taking
such adjournment or recess shall be returned by the Sec-
retary to the President, and shall not again be considered
unless they shall again be made to the Senate by the Presi-
dent.

7. (a) The Official Reporters shall be furnished with a
list of nominations to office after the proceedings of the
day on which they are received, and a like list of all con-
firmations and rejections.

(b) All nominations to office shall be prepared for the
printer by the Official Reporter, and printed in the Con-
gressional Record, after the proceedings of the day in which
they are received, also nominations recalled, and con-
firmed.

(c) The Secretary shall furnish to the press, and to the
public upon request, the names of nominees confirmed or
rejected on the day on which a final vote shall be had,
except when otherwise ordered by the Senate.
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RULE XXXII

THE PRESIDENT FURNISHED WITH COPIES OF RECORDS OF
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS

The President of the United States shall, from time to
time, be furnished with an authenticated transcript of the
public executive records of the Senate, but no further ex-
tract from the Executive Journal shall be furnished by the
Secretary, except by special order of the Senate; and no
paper, except original treaties transmitted to the Senate
by the President of the United States, and finally acted
upon by the Senate, shall be delivered from the office of
the Secretary without an order of the Senate for that pur-
pose.

RULE XXXIII
SENATE CHAMBER—SENATE WING OF THE CAPITOL

1. The Senate Chamber shall not be granted for any
other purpose than for the use of the Senate; no smoking
shall be permitted at any time on the floor of the Senate,
or lighted cigars, cigarettes, or pipes be brought into the
Chamber.

2. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Rules and
Administration to make all rules and regulations respect-
ing such parts of the Capitol, its passages and galleries,
including the restaurant and the Senate Office Buildings,
as are or may be set apart for the use of the Senate and
its officers, to be enforced under the direction of the Pre-
siding Officer. The Committee shall make such regulations
respecting the reporters’ galleries of the Senate, together
with the adjoining rooms and facilities, as will confine their
occupancy and use to bona fide reporters of newspapers
and periodicals, and of news or press associations for daily
news dissemination through radio, television, wires, and
cables, and similar media of transmission. These regula-
tions shall so provide for the use of such space and facilities
as fairly to distribute their use to all such media of news
dissemination.

RULE XXXIV
PUBLIC FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE

1. For purposes of this rule, the provisions of Title I of
the Ethics in Government Act of 1978 shall be deemed to
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