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a brief statement of the contents of each petition, memorial, 
or paper presented to the Senate, shall be entered. 

4.1d (d) The legislative, the executive, the confidential legisla-
tive proceedings, and the proceedings when sitting as a 
Court of Impeachment, shall each be recorded in a separate 
book. 

4.2 2. During a session of the Senate when that body is in 
continuous session, the Presiding Officer shall temporarily 
suspend the business of the Senate at noon each day for 
the purpose of having the customary daily prayer by the 
Chaplain. 

5 RULE V 

SUSPENSION AND AMENDMENT OF THE RULES 

5.1 1. No motion to suspend, modify, or amend any rule, 
or any part thereof, shall be in order, except on one day’s 
notice in writing, specifying precisely the rule or part pro-
posed to be suspended, modified, or amended, and the pur-
pose thereof. Any rule may be suspended without notice 
by the unanimous consent of the Senate, except as other-
wise provided by the rules. 

5.2 2. The rules of the Senate shall continue from one Con-
gress to the next Congress unless they are changed as pro-
vided in these rules. 

6 RULE VI 

QUORUM—ABSENT SENATORS MAY BE SENT FOR 

6.1 1. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the Senators 
duly chosen and sworn. 

6.2 2. No Senator shall absent himself from the service of 
the Senate without leave. 

6.3 3. If, at any time during the daily sessions of the Senate, 
a question shall be raised by any Senator as to the presence 
of a quorum, the Presiding Officer shall forthwith direct 
the Secretary to call the roll and shall announce the result, 
and these proceedings shall be without debate. 

6.4 4. Whenever upon such roll call it shall be ascertained 
that a quorum is not present, a majority of the Senators 
present may direct the Sergeant at Arms to request, and, 
when necessary, to compel the attendance of the absent 
Senators, which order shall be determined without debate; 
and pending its execution, and until a quorum shall be 
present, no debate nor motion, except to adjourn, or to re-
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cess pursuant to a previous order entered by unanimous 
consent, shall be in order. 

7 RULE VII 

MORNING BUSINESS 

7.1 1. On each legislative day after the Journal is read, the 
Presiding Officer on demand of any Senator shall lay before 
the Senate messages from the President, reports and com-
munications from the heads of Departments, and other 
communications addressed to the Senate, and such bills, 
joint resolutions, and other messages from the House of 
Representatives as may remain upon his table from any 
previous day’s session undisposed of. The Presiding Officer 
on demand of any Senator shall then call for, in the fol-
lowing order: 

The presentation of petitions and memorials. 
Reports of committees. 
The introduction of bills and joint resolutions. 
The submission of other resolutions. 

All of which shall be received and disposed of in such 
order, unless unanimous consent shall be otherwise given, 
with newly offered resolutions being called for before reso-
lutions coming over from a previous legislative day are 
laid before the Senate. 

7.2 2. Until the morning business shall have been concluded, 
and so announced from the Chair, or until one hour after 
the Senate convenes at the beginning of a new legislative 
day, no motion to proceed to the consideration of any bill, 
resolution, report of a committee, or other subject upon the 
Calendar shall be entertained by the Presiding Officer, un-
less by unanimous consent: Provided, however, That on 
Mondays which are the beginning of a legislative day the 
Calendar shall be called under rule VIII, and until two 
hours after the Senate convenes no motion shall be enter-
tained to proceed to the consideration of any bill, resolu-
tion, or other subject upon the Calendar except the motion 
to continue the consideration of a bill, resolution, or other 
subject against objection as provided in rule VIII, or until 
the call of the Calendar has been completed. 

7.3 3. The Presiding Officer may at any time lay, and it shall 
be in order at any time for a Senator to move to lay, before 
the Senate, any bill or other matter sent to the Senate 
by the President or the House of Representatives for appro-
priate action allowed under the rules and any question 
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