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STANDING RULES OF THE SENATE [14.3]

RULE XIII 13
RECONSIDERATION

1. When a question has been decided by the Senate, any 13.1
Senator voting with the prevailing side or who has not
voted may, on the same day or on either of the next two
days of actual session thereafter, move a reconsideration;
and if the Senate shall refuse to reconsider such a motion
entered, or if such a motion is withdrawn by leave of the
Senate, or if upon reconsideration the Senate shall affirm
its first decision, no further motion to reconsider shall be
in order unless by unanimous consent. Every motion to
reconsider shall be decided by a majority vote, and may
be laid on the table without affecting the question in ref-
erence to which the same is made, which shall be a final
disposition of the motion.

2. When a bill, resolution, report, amendment, order, or 13.2
message, upon which a vote has been taken, shall have
gone out of the possession of the Senate and been commu-
nicated to the House of Representatives, the motion to re-
consider shall be accompanied by a motion to request the
House to return the same; which last motion shall be acted
upon immediately, and without debate, and if determined
in the negative shall be a final disposition of the motion
to reconsider.

RULE XIV 14

BILLS, JOINT RESOLUTIONS, RESOLUTIONS, AND PREAMBLES
THERETO

1. Whenever a bill or joint resolution shall be offered, 14.1
its introduction shall, if objected to, be postponed for one
day.

2. Every bill and joint resolution shall receive three read- 14.2
ings previous to its passage which readings on demand of
any Senator shall be on three different legislative days,
and the Presiding Officer shall give notice at each reading
whether it be the first, second, or third: Provided, That
each reading may be by title only, unless the Senate in
any case shall otherwise order.

3. No bill or joint resolution shall be committed or 14.3
amended until it shall have been twice read, after which
it may be referred to a committee; bills and joint resolu-
tions introduced on leave, and bills and joint resolutions
from the House of Representatives, shall be read once, and
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may be read twice, if not objected to, on the same day
for reference, but shall not be considered on that day nor
debated, except for reference, unless by unanimous con-
sent.

4. Every bill and joint resolution reported from a com-
mittee, not having previously been read, shall be read once,
and twice, if not objected to, on the same day, and placed
on the Calendar in the order in which the same may be
reported; and every bill and joint resolution introduced on
leave, and every bill and joint resolution of the House of
Representatives which shall have received a first and sec-
ond reading without being referred to a committee, shall,
if objection be made to further proceeding thereon, be
placed on the Calendar.

5. All bills, amendments, and joint resolutions shall be
examined under the supervision of the Secretary of the
Senate before they go out of the possession of the Senate,
and all bills and joint resolutions which shall have passed
both Houses shall be examined under the supervision of
the Secretary of the Senate, to see that the same are cor-
rectly enrolled, and, when signed by the Speaker of the
House and the President of the Senate, the Secretary of
the Senate shall forthwith present the same, when they
shall have originated in the Senate, to the President of
the United States and report the fact and date of such
presentation to the Senate.

6. All other resolutions shall lie over one day for consider-
ation, if not referred, unless by unanimous consent the Sen-
ate shall otherwise direct. When objection is heard to the
immediate consideration of a resolution or motion when
it is submitted, it shall be placed on the Calendar under
the heading of “Resolutions and Motions over, under the
Rule,” to be laid before the Senate on the next legislative
day when there is no further morning business but before
the close of morning business and before the termination
of the morning hour.

7. When a bill or joint resolution shall have been ordered
to be read a third time, it shall not be in order to propose
amendments, unless by unanimous consent, but it shall
be in order at any time before the passage of any bill or
resolution to move its commitment; and when the bill or
resolution shall again be reported from the committee it
shall be placed on the Calendar.

8. When a bill or resolution is accompanied by a pre-
amble, the question shall first be put on the bill or resolu-
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tion and then on the preamble, which may be withdrawn
by a mover before an amendment of the same, or ordering
of the yeas and nays; or it may be laid on the table without
prejudice to the bill or resolution, and shall be a final dis-
position of such preamble.

9. Whenever a private bill, except a bill for a pension,
is under consideration, it shall be in order to move the
adoption of a resolution to refer the bill to the Chief Com-
missioner of the Court of Claims for a report in conformity
with section 2509 of Title 28, United States Code.

10. No private bill or resolution (including so-called om-
nibus claims or pension bills), and no amendment to any
bill or resolution, authorizing or directing (1) the payment
of money for property damages, personal injuries, or death,
for which a claim may be filed under chapter 171 of Title
28, United States Code, or for a pension (other than to
carry out a provision of law or treaty stipulation); (2) the
construction of a bridge across a navigable stream; or (3)
the correction of a military or naval record, shall be re-
ceived or considered.

RULE XV
AMENDMENTS AND MOTIONS

1. (a)3 An amendment and any instruction accompanying
a motion to recommit shall be reduced to writing and read
and identical copies shall be provided by the Senator offer-
ing the amendment or instruction to the desks of the Ma-
jority Leader and the Minority Leader before being de-
bated.

(b) A motion shall be reduced to writing, if desired by
the Presiding Officer or by any Senator, and shall be read
before being debated.

2. Any motion, amendment, or resolution may be with-
drawn or modified by the mover at any time before a deci-
sion, amendment, or ordering of the yeas and nays, except
a motion to reconsider, which shall not be withdrawn with-
out leave.

3. If the question in debate contains several propositions,
any Senator may have the same divided, except a motion
to strike out and insert, which shall not be divided; but
the rejection of a motion to strike out and insert one propo-
sition shall not prevent a motion to strike out and insert

3 Paragraph 1 was amended by Pub. L. 110-81, Sep. 14, 2007.
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