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Cost of Living in 1941 

Living Costs in Large Cities 

Changes in Living Costs in Large Cities Since the Beginning of 

World War II 

Living costs in this country advanced 12 percent from the time war 
began on the European continent in the fall of 1939 up to mid- 
December 1941. With the first news of the invasion of Poland, retail 
prices for many of our foods rose sharply, but by the end of 1939 they 
had subsided to an average only a fraction higher than the pre-war 
levels. Until early in 1941, the rise in living costs was relatively 
small, but since that time it has been rapid, though not as rapid as in 
the comparable period in World War I. Between August 1939 and 
December 1941, living costs rose-12 percent, while in the comparable 
period in the last war, the advance was 14.5 percent. 

During the present war, food costs have gone up more than costs 
for other major groups of family purchases. In December 1941, 
$1.21 was required to buy the same amount of food that a dollar 
would buy in August 1939. The increase in housefurnishings costs 
comes next. In December 1941, housefurnishings which cost $1 in 
August 1939 were $1.16. The family clothing bill required almost 
15 cents more per dollar. Although rentals had increased greatly in 
areas especially affected by defense activities, the average rental 
bill for dwellings in which families of city wage earners and clerical 
workers live showed a smaller rise than other costs. On the average, 
they had increased less than 4 percent since the fall of 1939. 

The effect of higher consumer prices on the spending of moderate- 
income families varied considerably from city to city. By the end 
of 1941, living costs in 5 of the 34 large cities surveyed by the Bureau— 
Norfolk, Jacksonville, Birmingham, Indianapolis, and Buffalo— 
were higher than in August 1939 by 15 percent or more. Each of 
these cities have played a large part in the armament program of this 
country. From all of these cities have come complaints of the scarcity 
of dwelling units available for rent and a sharp rise in rentals the family 
must pay. 

The higher price levels increased living costs in New York less than 
in any of the other cities included in the cost-of-living surveys, the 
rise amounting to less than 10 percent. 

Table 1 shows the percentage change in living costs in each of 34 
cities since the depression low of June 1933, since the beginning of 
World War II, and over the year 1941. 
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2 COST OF LIVING IN 1941 

TABLE 1.— Percentage change in cost of all goods purchased by wage earners and 
lower-salaried workers, for specified periods, average large cities 
  
  

  

  

  
  

   
   

Percentage change from— 

City 
June 1933 to |Aug. 15, 1939, to| Dec. 15, 1940, to 
Dec. 15, 1941 Dec. 15, 1941 Dec. 15, 1941 

Averacer3dlargecilies «Ln oo LLliUENE +21.7 +12.1 49.7 

New England: - 
Boston 8 oa I ale +16. 2 +11. 4 +9.2 
Manchestor. ohm danni anal 8 ©) +13. 2 +10. 4 
Portland, Maine. o.oo Scr a ri Say +15. 5 +11.9 +10. 6 

Middle Atlantic: 
Buffalo. Lia a Rs pa aR Re sr XR +24.8 +15.0 +11. 4 
NeW Yorn aad im a en a as +16. 0 +9. 8 +7.7 
Philadelphia coor root rs a +19.3 +11. 2 +9.8 
Pitbsbhurehy. J dat oh am pr eS +23.1 +12. 6 +9.6 
TEL ET RN Gh So An DI A SR a +16.5 +12.8 +9.0 

East North Central: 
Chicagae 7-0 fo iiost. Ja oti on endl Tl ees +22. 5 412.1 +9.5 
Cincinnati... in dean SW IIE om de STM A Al 421.7 +13. 4 +10.7 
Cleveland 2h... it. to ob le Faia +27. 2 +13. 3 +11.1 
Delrolbe ci adai de ss De a a +35. 0 +14. 4 -+11.7 
Ind ano is. oe eh +25. 7 +15. 6 +11.1 
Mwankes. alt. od iran sa dE Er a ®) +12. 8 +10. 4 

‘West North Central: ; 
Kansas City__ E +17.4 +10. 2 +10. 2 
Minneapolis. _ o +24. 8 +11.0 +8.3 
SOs ed +21.9 +12.7 -+9.5 

South Atlantic: 
Aa rt aiden 421.7 +12.9 +10. 6 
Baltimore i. il rr a sash 424.1 -+13.9 “+11. 8 
JaeksonVillD. ce ae +27.3 -+16.0 +12.3 
INGO Rr Ta +28.0 +17.9 +14. 5 
Richmond... ...c0 as oh Daas aa he +20. 9 +12.3 +10. 4 
Savannah: fo li ae an a +24. 5 +14.7 +12. 2 
Washington, D.C... i a ahr a 418.3 +11.3 410.0 

East South Central: 
Birmingham cL te oa ams il si ia -+29.0 +15.6 +11.8 
TT iE] I A I al RN SU 1 Ln La RL +23. 3 413.6 “+11.2 
MODE Lr late ar a +29. 2 +18.1 +16.2 

West South Central: : 
LEE ET] a SR RCE SR TRA BO he See I LM +25.9 +10. 6 +9.0 
NeW Orleans. rare ra ia dah samme wend +26. 7 +13.8 “+11.9 

Mountain: Denver. cui ai. iii btininiihotadonaa ds: +21.7 +11.0 +9.2 
Pacific: 

1/08 Angelos. lh irr Re eh ama ae +24.0 +11.7 +9.9 
Portland, OreF.. coves. isommanneiss entries mse ds +-28.3 +13. 6 +11.7 
San Prowelses © oo. oo Lam ate +20. 1 +12.1 +9.5 
TT ET ER ER Flees CER RENT L TRAE VE A A +24.0 +14. 4 +12. 5       
  

1 Data not available. 

Indexes of Cost of Living in Large Cities 

On the recommendation of the Central Statistical Board, the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics data on changes in cost of living in large cities have 
been computed on a base of the average of the years 1935-39 as 100. 
The tables that follow show the cost-of-living indexes on that base. 
Persons wishing to put the index on some other base may do so by 
dividing each index by the index for the period to be used for a base 
and multiplying by 100. If an average for a group of years is to be 
used for a base, each index will be divided by the average index for 
those years. 

The indexes presented in this report and the methods followed in 
their construction are described in some detail in an article appearing 
in the Monthly Labor Review, August 1940, and published as a 
separate, Serial No. R. 1156, which is available upon request to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. A more detailed description of the cost- 
of-living indexes and the relative importance of goods and services in 
family expenditures used as a basis for computing the cost-of-living
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indexes for each city, may be obtained from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics Bulletin No. 699, “Changes in Cost of Living in Large 
Cities, 1913-41.”' Bulletin No. 699 also contains a complete series of 
the indexes by major groups of commodities for each of the 34 cities 
from the earliest date they have been prepared through June 15, 1941, 
based on an average of costs during 1935-39 as 100. 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics’ cost-of-living indexes show changes 
in costs from time to time. A comparison of the level of the indexes 
for given cities shows the extent to which living costs in these cities 
differ from the average in each city in 1935-39. Thus, the index of 
the cost of all items as of December 15, 1941, was 116.4 in Mobile 
and 108.2 in Boston. A comparison of these two indexes indicates 
that on December 15, 1941, living costs in Mobile were 16.4 percent 
higher than the average for the years 1935-39, but that in Boston, 
costs on this date were 8.2 percent higher than they were in that city 
in 1935-39. This comparison does not indicate that costs on December 
15, 1941, were 7.6 percent higher in Mobile than in Boston. 

In order to secure figures showing a comparison of actual living costs 
in dollars as between cities, expenditures serving as the weights for 
items priced in the different cities and the goods and services priced 
would have to be representative of identical or at least equivalent levels 
of living. Differences between the average costs from which the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics indexes are computed in different cities are due to 
differences in standards and in purchasing habits in those cities as 
well as to varying prices for goods of given grades. Differences 
between the indexes of costs from time to time in the various cities 
at any particular date are due entirely to differences in the percentage 
change in living costs in each city.? 

Table 2 gives indexes of changes in living costs in 34 large cities by 
groups of items for all pricing periods in 1941. This table supplements 
and brings up to date table 14 in the March 15, 1940, pamphlet, Serial 
No. R. 1156, “The Bureau of Labor Statistics’ New Index of Cost of 
Living,” and table 5 in the December 15, 1940, pamphlet, Serial No. 
R. 1254, “Changes in Cost of Living.” This table, together with the 
tables of indexes given in the Bureau’s Bulletin No. 699, form a 
complete series for each city. For those who are primarily interested 
in changes in total living costs only and over a longer period of time, 
table 3 has been included and presents total living-cost indexes for each 
of the cities from March 15, 1935, to December 15, 1941. Table 4 
contains a complete series of the indexes by groups of items for the 
large cities combined since 1913. 

For various purposes, it is often necessary to have estimates of 
annual average indexes. These estimates are, therefore, presented 
in table 5 for large cities combined, from 1913 through 1941. The 
annual average indexes have been computed as follows: The annual 
average food index is an average of the monthly indexes falling within 
each year; the annual average indexes for clothing; rent; fuel, elec- 
tricity, and ice; housefurnishings; and miscellaneous goods and serv- 
ices are indexes of the weighted average of the aggregates for each 
pricing period affecting the year, the weights representing the relative 
importance of each pricing period. When these goods were priced 
only twice a year, in June and again in December, it is evident that 

1 For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D. C. Price, 15 cents. 
2 See Serial No. R. 1476: What is the Cost-of-Living Index? Available on request.
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prices in December of the previous year were more indicative of prices 
in the next month, January, even though it fell in a new year, than 
were the prices of the succeeding June. Therefore, costs in December 
of the preceding year and in June and December of the given year 
are all considered in arriving at an average cost for the year. The 
relative importance of each of these costs is expressed for December 
of the previous year by 2}%, for June of the given year by 6, and for 
December of the given year by 3%. Weights for years in which pricing 
was done at other intervals will be furnished on request. 

TABLE 2.— Indexes of cost of goods purchased by wage earners and lower-salaried 
workers wn 1941, by groups of items, in each of 34 large cities 

- [Average 1935-39=100] 
  

  

  

  
              

Fuel, elec- | House- Miscel 
Date Allitems| Food |Clothing| Rent tricity, furnish- at 

and ice ings 

Atlanta: 
1941—Jan. 15. .....ccicun- ©] 94.3 m) ). 102.9 1) 1) 

Pep, 15-0 _%. 1 95.8 1 1 102.9 ®) 0) 
Mar 15. o.oo 100. 5 96. 7 103.5 104.5 103.0 99. 4 100.9 
Apr Ye 1) 99.7 (©) 1) 103.0 ®) 1) 
May 1s. ...00. uu 1 99.0 1) (1 99.1 1 1 
Janes. a. in oC 103.3 103. 4 104.7 104.8 100. 2 104.0 102. 6 
Jags. ns a ™) 105. 2 ) 1) 102-2 ) ) 
AUG, 1B: icsiianiia 1 107.0 1 1) 104.3 1 1 
Sept. 15. ....oe.. 107.6 110.0 114.1 105.1 105. 3 110.6 104.3 
Oct. A5. lel cada: 1) 112.2 ) 1) 107.6 1) 1) 
NOV. 15 rte 1 111.1 *) ®) 107.9 1) 1 
Bee 15 oo. 110.6 117.1 119.6 106. 2 107.9 116.6 108.8 

AVOTage: cue ediwens 104. 6 103.8 109.1 105.0 103.9 106. 2 103.5 
Baltimore: 

100.9 97.9 101.2 105.7 100.8 102. 2 101. 4 
101.1 98.3 101.5 105.7 100. 8 102. 5 101. 4 
101.5 99.1 101.7 105.9 100. 6 104. 2 101. 4 
102. 6 101. 5 101.9 107.1 100.7 104.3 101.6 
103.8 103.7 103.3 107. 6 100. 4 104. 6 102.1 
105.9 108.7 103.5 108. 4 99.9 106. 1 102.8 
106. 4 108. 6 104.8 109.0 101.8 108. 1 103. 2 
107. 4 109. 6 106.7 109. 6 103. 4 110.6 103.5 
109. 5 113.1 109. 2 110.9 103. 4 115.5 104. 2 
110.4 113.6 110. 6 ii 103. 4 118.6 105. 8 
111.3 114.3 112.6 2.2 103. 5 121.3 106. 4 
112.4 116.1 114.6 112.3 103. 5 122.9 106. 7 

AVOIane. . .heccacqens 106. 1 107.0 106.0 108. 8 101.9 110.1 103. 4 

Birmingham: 
14 -Jan. 45... cn... 101.3 96.0 101.3 117.3 94.0 99.3 101.3 

Feb. 18: cu uaa ns 101.3 95. 6 100. 7 117.7 94.0 99.8 101.3 
Mar, 15... cain 101. 6 95.3 102.9 117.9 93.9 100. 5 101.3 
APr-19. aiicasasts 102. 4 97.0 103.5 118.6 93.9 101. 2 101.7 
May lh. o.oo 103.0 97.7 103.9 118.9 94.1 101.8 102. 2 
June 5 ool on, on 105. 5 103.0 105.5 119.3 95.5 103. 4 103.8 
JUly 15: ols 107.0 105. 2 107.7 120. 6 96. 4 105.8 104. 2 
Aug, 15. oan 108. 2 106. 8 110. 5 121. 4 97.5 107.5 104.7 
Sept. 15. 2.c.0ui 109.9 109.0 114.7 122.1 97.9 110. 5 105. 5 
Get. 15 0 soins 111.8 109.7 117.0 126.0 98.9 112.6 107.5 
Nov. 15. oi rou 113.5 112.6 119.2 127.0 99.9 114.6 108. 2 
Dee. 15... oc 113.9 112.0 120.9 129.1 100. 0 116.1 108. 4 

Average... ......... 106. 6 103.3 109.0 121.3 96.3 106. 1 104. 2 

Boston: 
194—Jan. 15. 99.1 95. 2 99. 2 100. 5 107.3 97.7 100.9 

Beh. 15... tau 0 99.4 96. 2 99. 2 100. 5 106.7 98.0 101.0 
Mar. 15. 2.cooio: 99.5 96.1 101.7 100. 7 104.9 98.7 101.3 
ADralS scsi. 100. 6 98.3 101.9 100. 7 106. 6 99.1 101. 4 
Mavis onc. 101. 2 99. 5 102. 2 100. 7 107.1 99.7 101.9 
Juneis i... ........ 102.5 102. 6 102.7 100. 8 106. 8 102.7 102.3 
Julyls. occ... 103.8 104.7 104. 1 101.0 108.0 105. 3 102.9 
Aug. 15 Coo 105. 2 107.3 105.5 101. 2 109. 2 106. 6 103. 2 
Septaas. couse. 106. 4 108. 4 110.0 101.6 110.1 111.3 103.9 
Betis... sal 107.1 108. 5 111.1 102. 6 110. 4 113.0 104.8 
Now. 15... 4. 108.6 111.5 1312.3 103.5 110. 4 113.4 105. 2 
Pee. 15... a 108. 2 110.1 112.5 103.7 110. 4 114. 2 105.3 

Average ood 103.5 103.2 105. 2 101.5 108. 2 105.0 102.8 

1 Monthly data not available. 

461958°—42 2  
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TABLE 2.—Indexes of cost of goods purchased by wage earners and lower-salaried 
workers in 1941, by groups of items, tn each of 34 large cities—Continued 
    

  

          
              

Fuel, elec- | House- Miscol 
Date Allitems| Food |Clothing| Rent tricity, furnish- laneods 

and ice ings 

Buffalo: 
102. 1 100. 2 100. 1 107.1 99.8 99.6 103.0 
102. 2 100.3 100. 2 107.1 99.8 99.6 103.1 
102.8 100. 8 102.1 107. 5 90.8 102.8 103.3 
104.1 103.2 102.3 109.3 99.7 103. 5 103. 8 
105. 5 106.0 102. 6 109.9 99.7 104. 1 105. 1 
107.3 110.1 103.1 109.9 99.8 107.5 105.7 
108.0 110.8 104. 5 110. 6 101.2 109.9 106.0 
108.7 111.8 106.0 110. 101.9 111.2 106. 2 
110.9 114.1 110.8 112.7 102. 4 114.6 107.7 
112.1 114.4 119.1 112.9 103.0 117.5 110.2 
112.9 115.2 114.5 113.9 103.2 119.4 110.6 
113.3 115.4 115.0 114.3 103. 2 120.3 111.0 

Average. i. las 107.5 108.5 106. 1 110.5 101.1 109. 2 106.3 
Chicago: 

1941=Tan. 15... or. 101.3 98.2 98. 5 108.9 100. 5 102.0 101.0 
b. 101.3 97.9 98.9 109.1 100. 5 102.7 100.9 

101.5 98.4 100.0 109.1 100. 5 103. 5 100.8 
102. 5 100. 5 100. 5 109.3 100.3 104.0 101.1 
103. 2 101.9 100.8 110.3 100.3 104.9 101.2 
104.8 105.8 101. 4 110.3 100. 4 106.0 101.6 
105.1 107.5 101.7 110.5 101. 6 106. 4 103. 4 
106. 8 108.1 104. 5 110.7 102. 5 108. 4 103. 6 
109. 5 114.0 108. 5 111.0 102. 6 110.1 104.2 
10.2 113.5 109.7 112.1 103. 1 113.1 105.9 
111.0 114.8 111.0 112.3 103.3 113.7 106. 3 
110.6 113.2 112.2 112.4 103.3 114.9 106. 5 

AVerame eau 105.7 106. 1 104.0 110.5 101.6 107.5 103.0 
Cincinnati: 

99.7 96. 5 102.0 102.3 99.4 100.3 101.3 
99.7 96. 5 102.1 102.3 99.4 100.8 101.2 

100. 5 97.6 104. 4 102. 5 99.4 101.8 101. 4 
101. 6 100. 1 104. 6 102.7 99. 4 103. 2 101.7 
102.0 100.9 104. 4 102.8 98. 4 104.6 102.0 
103.9 104.8 104. 6 102.8 99.8 107.3 103.3 
104.5 104.8 106. 2 103.0 102. 4 110.6 103. 5 
106. 4 109.0 107.7 103.0 103.7 111.6 103.9 
108. 1 110.0 113.4 103.0 103.9 118.7 105. 2 
109.8 112.6 114.8 103. 4 102. 5 121.6 107. 2 
110.6 114.3 115. 2 103. 6 102. 6 122.2 107.4 
110.3 112.7 116. 2 104.0 102. 6 123.8 107.6 

Average. o.oo ll 104.8 105.0 108.0 103.0 101. 1 110.5 103.8 
Cleveland: 

194t--Jan 18 on on 102.1 99. 2 101.5 108.1 108.9 101. 2 100. 5 
102. 2 99.3 101.3 108. 4 108.9 102.3 100. 5 
102.9 100. 3 102.1 109. 0 108.9 104. 2 100. 7 
103.6 102.1 102.3 109.3 108.9 104. 4 100.9 
104.3 103. 4 102. 5 110.0 109. 1 106. 5 101.1 
106. 2 107.8 102.9 110. 2 109. 2 108.6 102.3 
107.1 108.7 106. 2 110.2 110.6 110.8 102. 4 
109. 0 12.1 110.1 110.8 111.8 112.5 102.8 
110.9 114.1 114.3 112.9 112.0 115.3 103.8 
jd. 7 114.0 115.9 113: 2 112.0 116.7 105. 8 
112.9 116. 4 117.1 113.6 112.0 117.9 106. 5 
113.3 115.0 118.8 116. 4 112.0 120.0 106.7 

Average ac an lL 107.2 107.7 107.9 111.0 110. 4 110.0 102.8 
Denver: 

1941—Tam: 15. 99.8 94.8 99.3 106. 7 98. 4 101.3 101.6 
. 99.5 94.4 99.3 106. 8 97.4 102.0 101.3 

99.9 95.1 100. 1 106. 7 97.4 103.2 101. 4 
101.1 98. 6 100. 1 106.7 97.4 103.9 101.5 
101.6 99.5 100.3 106. 7 97.4 104.6 101.9 
102.9 103.0 100. 6 106. 6 97.4 106. 0 102. 4 
103.9 104. 2 101.7 106. 7 97.4 107.9 103. 5 
104.9 106.0 104.4 106.9 97.4 108.8 103.9 
106. 0 107.3 108.1 107.1 97. 4 109.9 104.5 
108.3 109. 9 110.9 108.3 98. 2 113.4 107.0 
109.7 113.2 111.9 108. 4 08. 2 115.2 107.4 
109. 4 111.9 112.9 108. 4 98. 2 115.9 107.5 

Averages... ..cecucsaeis 103.9 103. 2 104.1 107.2 97.7 107.7 103.7 
Detroit: 

1+-TJon 15. ania 101. 1 97.0 101.0 108. 5 97.9 99.6 101.9 
Pabd15. i cut aa 101.3 97.2 101.0 108. 7 98.3 99. 6 102.0 
Mar. 15... 102. 1 98. 4 102. 6 109. 1 98.3 102.7 102. 2 
BOL. 103. 4 101.3 102.7 109.7 98.3 103. 2 103. 2
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TABLE 2.—Indexes of cost of goods purchased by wage earners and lower-salaried 
workers tn 1941, by groups of items, in each of 34 large cities—Continued 
  
  

  

      
              

Fuel, elec- | House- | pricoor 
Date Allitems| Food |Clothing| Rent tricity, furnish- {aneous 

and ice ings ° 

Detroit—Continued. 
19041—May 15. eee. 103.5 100. 7 102.8 110.0 99.8 103. 6 103. 2 

June ds... .oo.luos 106. 4 107.0 103. 2 nis 101.9 106. 4 104.6 
July 15... vr 107.1 107.2 105. 2 112.1 102.5 108.9 105. 1 
Ans. 15.. aa 107.5 107.1 106. 5 112.4 104. 2 110.3 105.2 
Sept. 15.1 0 oa. 109.6 108.9 110.7 114.7 104.8 112.0 107.2 
Octal: oa... 111.8 11.1} 113.6 116.7 105.3 114.9 109.7 
Nov: 15: ...... 112.5 112.0 115.6 116.9 105. 4 116. 4 109.9 
Pecdd. Litas N27 111.4 116.6 117.6 106. 3 N72 110. 1 

AVOIage. sales 106. 6 104.9 106.8 112.3 101.9 107.9 105. 4 
Houston: 

101.9 102. 6 98.2 107.6 93.2 104.8 100. 6 
101.9 102. 1 100. 0 107.6 93.2 105.0 100. 4 
102.3 102. 1 103. 4 107.1 93.2 105. 8 100. 6 
103. 2 104. 2 103. 5 107.1 93.1 106. 8 101.3 
103. 5 105.0 103. 6 107.1 93.1 107.6 101.3 
104.0 106. 4 103.9 106.9 93.1 109. 1 101. 3 
105.0 108.7 105. 5 106. 9 93.1 111.2 101. 4 
105. 8 109. 5 108.7 106.9 93.2 210 101.8 
107.9 113.1 112.5 106.9 93.5 114.3 103. 1 
110.1 116.6 114.9 106. 8 93. 6 116.6 105.7 
H12 118.6 11.0 107.0 93.7 118.0 106. 2 
111.4 117.9 118.5 107.4 93.9 118.8 106. 5 

AVOrage. io. ivsdiive. 105.7 108.9 107.5 107.1 93.3 110.9 102. 5 
Indianapolis: 

1041-Jan. 45, oon ©) 98. 2 1) om 100.1 ©] ®) 
Febedf...oi i ueaas 1 97.9 1 1 100.1 1 1 
Mar 15... ol 102. 2 98.8 103.0 111. 8 100. 1 102. 0 101. 4 
Aprian’ 1) 101. 1 1) 100. 1 1 0) 
May dS. aa 1 103. 5 1 1 99.9 1 1 
Junels . ...:. i. 105. 6 106. 5 103.8 114.2 100. 0 107.9 102.3 
July 15... ........ ) 106. 9 Yass 1) 101.3 1 (1) 
Aug. 15... iain 1 108. 5 1) 1 102. 4 1 1 
Sept. 15. ..ccnnasa. 109. 7 111.3 113.2 116.0 103.0 115.1 104. 4 
Qet As. oi, 1) 112.6 1) 1) 102.9 1) (0) 
Nov. 15... 1 114.9 ®) @) 102.9 1 1 
Bee. 15... i... 113.3 115.2 118.1 118.3 103. 1 120. 4 108. 4 

Average. oo. uo oo LL. 106. 7 106. 3 108. 2 114.5 101.3 109. 6 103. 6 
Jacksonville: ; 

(Mm 98.8 (©) (© 98.0 (OQ) M 
1 99. 2 1 ®) 98.0 1 1 

102. 4 99.0 101.9 109. 5 98.4 100.7 103.9 
1) 101.7 0) 98.4 0) 

1 103.1 1 ") 97.6 1) 1 
106. 1 107.6 102.9 111.6 98.1 104.1 105.0 
®) 111.4 1 (1) 98.5 

1 113.6 1 ) 98.7 1 1) 
110. 6 114.6 110. 5 113.1 106. 8 109. 5 106. 5 

(©) 117.5 ® Mm 107.1 (©) 
1 119.2 1 (1) 107.3 1 1 
114.3 117.3 117.7 116.0 107.7 317.7 110. 1 

Average oo... oo. i. 107. 4 108. 6 106.9 111.8 101.2 106. 7 105.8 
Kansas City: 

1941—Jan. 15. .....ccaua-. 98.3 92.4 101. 2 102.9 100. 7 98.8 99.9 
Yeh, 15... ooh... 98.6 93.6 100.9 103.0 100.7 99.0" 100.0 
Mar: 15. 2. 99. 2 94.8 102.3 103. 1 100.8 99.9 100. 1 
5.3 ph 1 SE AE 100. 2 97.4 103.1. 103. 2 100. 8 100. 2 100. 4 
May lh... ca. 100. 4 97.9 103.1 103.3 100. 8 100. 5 100. 3 
Jane 15... .o.oh. 101.8 101.3 103. 5 103.3 101.0 103. 2 101.1 
July 15... .o.iuis 102.2 101.2 104. 4 104.1 101.2 105. 1 101.3 
ANgAlS. Sanit. 103. 2 101.8 107.1 104.6 102. 6 106.0 102.3 
Sept:35... oo. 105.4 107.3 109. 6 104.6 102.7 107.2 103.0 
0 en Le i TE 107.1 107.1 111.9 106. 8 102.7 110.7 106. 0 
Noval. = =o... 108.3 109. 6 112.9 107.5 102.7 112.0 106. 7 
Dec. 25......o 5. 108.7 109.7 113.7 107.5 102.8 112.6 107.3 

Average: . . loll. 102.8 101. 2 106.1 104.5 101.6 104.7 102. 4 
Los Angeles: 

1941—Jan. 15, .. cc. ilians 102.8 101.8 103. 4 106. 5 95.5 101.0 102.9 
Feb. 15. 101.8 99.0 102.8 106. 9 94.3 101. 4 102. 8 
Mar. 15. 102. 5 100.8 103. 6 106. 4 94.3 102. 6 102.9 
Apr. 15: i... 103. 2 102.7 103.8 106. 4 94.3 103. 5 103.0 
Mayild..... i... 104.3 105. 2 104.0 106. 4 94.3 103.7 103.9 
Junels.. i.ou.l 105. 6 107.7 105.7 106. 6 94.2 105.1 104.5 

\ Monthly data not available.
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TABLE 2.— Indexes of cost of goods purchased by wage earners and lower-salaried 
workers in 1941, by groups of items, tn each of 34 large cities—Continued 
    

  

              

Fuel, elec- | House- Miscel- 
Date Allitems| Food |Clothing| Rent tricity, furnish- mich 

and ice ings 

Los Angeles—Continued. 
104 July 15... 0... 105.7 107.2 106.8 106. 6 94. 2 106.9 104.7 

2.5 v1 8 I OO a 106. 6 109.3 108. 4 106. 6 94.2 108.3 104.7 
Bepteks. any. b 108. 1 111.9 111.6 106. 6 94. 2 110.5 105. 4 
Oct db ri 109.8 112.4 114.5 108. 1 94. 2 113.8 107.9 
Navi15.: xv i 111.1 115.4 115. 4 108. 5 94. 2 114.5 108.3 
Der, 15 sei wu 112.3 118. 6 116. 6 108. 5 94. 2 115.3 108. 6 

Averaganiri ln 106. 2 107.7 108.0 107.0 94.3 107.2 105.0 

Manchester: 
1941—Fan. 15... (0) 96. 6 ®) ) 105. 2 ) ) 

Ch (1) 96.7 *) (1) 104. 3 ) ) 
Mar 45 or ais 100. 1 97.2 101.1 103.3 102.1 99.6 101.7 
APT AS. is 1) 99.5 ) ®) 104.4 ) 1) 
Mavils. ni ot. 1) 101.3 *) ) 104.9 1) 1) 
June ds: soi 104. 4 104.6 101.8 104.1 105. 6 101.9 105.5 
Jidyi15.. od 1) 107.1 ) ) 103.7 1) 1) 
Arreill boon. at ) 108. 4 ®) 1) 107.7 @) 1) 
Sept 3500 ure” 108.9 110.4 110.0 104.9 110.2 109. 5 107.4 
Oct:15 wu 1) 110.9 1) (©) 111.2 ®) 1) 
Novas: 1) 112.8 *) 1) 111.5 (1) (1) 
Dec. 5: to. 110.7 L7 114.3 106. 9 111.7 113.7 109.8 

Average ii anti 105. 2 104.8 105. 7 104.5 107.0 105.0 105. 4 
Memphis: » 

1941—Jan. 15... i... 1) 94.2 ) 1) 94.1 ) 1) 
Pep Ibis 1 94.8 1) ) 94.1 1) ) 
Mass. oo taal 100. 2 95.7 1062.7 107.9 94.7 101.6 101.2 

Aprils. onl t *) 98. 2 ®) 0 94.7 1) ) 
Mavis... 1) 99.8 1) (1) 94.7 ) (1) 
June ds. as oo 103.5 103.3 103. 5 109.7 94.7 105.3 102. 6 
July 15. - 5 i ) 105.7 1) ™) 95. 4 ) 1) 
Angilb. > an {a 106. 4 *) 1) 95.8 1) 1) 
Sept 15.20 108.3 110. 6 112.6 111.6 99. 6 114.1 103.8 
Oct 35. hp 1) 111.3 ©) 1) 99.7 1) ®) 
Novi lpr... 1) 112.8 (1) 1) 99.7 1) 1) 
Deeds. 0 als 11.4 113.2 119.4 113.6 99.7 120.8 105. 6 

Average... iicin.. di 104.7 103. 8 108.1 310.1 96. 4 108.9 102.9 
Milwaukee: 

1990 —Jan 15... ) 95.9 0] ©) 99.9 1) ) 
Feb 15... =.) ) 95.4 1) 1 99.9 (1) ) 
Mar 15 aver 99.5 96.3 99.3 102.7 99.9 101.3 101.0 
Aprdb....o 0. ) 99.2 1) m 99.9 ®) ) 
Mavid.. o.oo. *) 101. 1 ®) ) 99.9 1) ) 
Juneds olor 103. 6 106. 5 99.9 103.1 100. 6 105.7 102. 4 
July 15... 1) 106. 8 ®) ) 100.8 ®) 1) 
Aung, 15... a0 1) 107.1 1) 1) 102.5 *) 1) 
Sepb.iifec. . o0 106. 8 109. 2 108. 6 105.1 102. 5 114.0 104.0 
OC YS. 0 it 1) 109. 2 ©) m) 103. 8 ) 1) 
Nox. 15: nei me 1) 111.3 ) 1) 103. 8 1) 1) 
Dec. 45... .c.oiias 109. 4 110.5 3.1 106. 8 103. 8 121.5 107.7 

Average... oc. lov. 103.9 104.0 104.1 104.1 101. 4 108.8 103.2 

Minneapolis: 
1941—Jan. 15... oo. 101.5 99.0 100. 2 108.0 96. 8 101. 4 102.1 

Fab. 45... 2. i 101.9 100. 5 100. 0 108.0 96. 6 101. 4 102. 2 
Mar, 15. onl 102. 1 100. 2 102.0 108.1 96. 4 103. 4 102.3 
Aprils. o.oo. 102.7 101.5 102.1 108.3 96. 4 104.2 102. 4 
Mayidd.. .... i. 103.9 103.1 102.3 108.3 95.8 105. 5 104.7 
Jones... oor 105. 6 107. 4 103. 5 108. 3 96.0 107.9 105.3 
JalyI8. 106. 3 108. 2 105. 1 108. 4 97.2 109. 2 105. 6 
Any Lae 107.3 110.0 106. 7 108. 6 98. 2 110.7 106.0 
Sept... rea 109.0 112.0 111.6 108. 6 98. 6 114.3 107.3 
Oct. AS... x....0 110.1 112.5 113.3 108.8 99.0 116. 3 109. 5 
NOV ID.......000. 110.7 112.9 114. 4 108.9 98.8 116.9 110.7 
Bee 5. c.oaiiii.. 110.7 111.9 115.4 109.0 98.8 118.8 111.0 

AVErage.. i oiiadeiiiai 106.0 106. 6 106. 4 108. 4 97.4 109. 2 105.8 
Mobile: 
Si | RETO MRR mn) 97.9 ©] ) 96. 4 ) (©) 

Feb. 18. .......oL.0 ") 98.2 ®) 1) 96. 4 1) ®) 
Mar. 35... 101.7 99.8 100. 7 111.8 97.0 102.7 100.9 
APIS... [©] 102.9 » 1) 97.0 ) ®) 
May 15... ......0.; 1) 104. 2 ®) 1) 97.0 *) 1) 
Junelds. ..;..o.ou0n 105. 1 106. 6 102. 4 112.8 96.3 105.5 103.0 

1 Monthly data not available,
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TABLE 2.— Indexes of cost of goods purchased by wage earners and lower-salaried 
workers in 1941, by groups of items, in each of 34 large cities—Continued 
  

  

Fuel, elec- House- 

  

  
1 Monthly data not available. 

            

Date Allitems| Food |Clothing| Rent tricity, furnish- Mises 
and ice ings 

Mobile—Continued. 
Wa--Jyis.. iil ) 110. 4 0) 0) 96.3 ) 1) 

Aue, 15... canaiit ( 112.3 ®) (1) 97.0 (1) ") 
Sept. 15... ocecaua- 110.7 116.0 112.8 114.3 99.3 111.4 105. 2 
OC. 15... cin 1) 118.9 ) a 101.2 8 ©] 
Nov.15. coon. 1) 120. 2 1) (1 101.3 1) ) 
Pec. 15... i 116. 4 120.7 119.0 130. 4 101.7 n5.7 108.0 

AVerage.. ...ciiccaviee 107.2 109.0 107.2 115.7 98.1 107.7 103.6 
New Orleans: 

W—Jon. 15. cic incaieas 1) 101. 9 m) 1) 97.5 0] ) 
eb. 15... cacicoian 1) 102.0 ) (1) 97.5 ®) ®) 

Mar. 15... 0000. 102. 4 102. 9 103.2 104.1 96. 4 105.7 101.4 
ADrn. ir ) 105.9 0) 0) 96. 5 ©) ) 
May i158. ......20:0. ®) 105.2 ®) 1) 97.3 1) ) 
Jone'ls.............. 105. 6 108. 6 104.3 104.3 98.8 110.2 103. 5 
July ism ") 112.0 ® 1) 98.8 ) 9 
Ang. 18... a... 1) 114.7 ®) 1) 98.8 1) 1) 
Sept. 15... eel 110.9 117.4 114.4 104.7 98. 9 117.0 105.3 
Qe ls. ) 118.8 0 ®) 99.1 0) ©) 
Nov. 15s i700 10) 118.7 ( ® 100.0 10)! 16) 
Dee. 15... oc. 113.5 119.9 119.1 105.5 100.1 122.7 108.1 

AVOIAZE. iain 107.1 110. 7 108. 9 104. 5 98.3 112.4 104.0 

New York: 
1041—Jan. 15... cece. 101.) 99.5 100. 5 102. 7 100. 8 95. 6 103.0 

Feb. 15... cuit: 101.3 100. 4 99. 5 102. 7 100. 7 96. 0 103. 2 
Msar..15. ....iuehie 101. 5 99. 8 101. 6 102. 7 103. 5 96. 6 103.3 
FE PEE SRNR SEN 102.3 101.6 102.1 102.7 103. 5 96. 8 103. 4 
Moy 15. ...c....... 102. 6 102.3 102. 8 102.7 103.3 97.6 103. 4 
June’. ...oo an 104. 5 106. 7 103.1 102.8 103. 4 100. 1 103.9 
Jays... nee 104.8 107.0 104.6 102.7 103. 4 102.7 © 104. 0 
Aug. 15. ....cciiun. 105. 5 107.8 106. 3 102. 8 103.8 103.8 104. 4 
Sept: 15.5... oc 106. 8 109.8 109.7 102.9 104.1 106. 9 105. 0 
LT 108.0 111.4 111.1 102. 9 104.1 109.7 106. 6 
Nov. 15... een 108.7 113.1 110.7 102. 9 103.3 110.0 107.1 
Dee. 15. .ccnaacins 108.7 112.5 111.3 103. 0 103.3 111.2 107. 5 

AVOIAZe. cine in isnine 104 7 106.0 105.3 102. 8 103.1 102. 2 104.6 

108 t—Jan. 15... ..ccein-. 0 95.8 ) 1) 99.7 ®) 0) 
SE RR ( 99. 5 ® 0) 99.7 ) 16) 
Mar. 15.0 5nd 102. 6 100. 6 104. 5 107. 5 99.7 101.8 102. 6 
Aprods. ©) 102.1 ®) ) 108.8 ) ) 
May 15... .cinoine- 1) 102.1 ©] ) 108 8 ®) (1) 
Jupe ld. ...z.. 0... 106. 4 107.0 105.3 109. 6 108.8 104.7 103. 9 
Joly Is aiid 0) 108. 4 0) ® 108.8 0) ) 
RE 10) 110.8 10) i by 111.0 10) ) 
Sept. 15... ictaaaus 110.9 113.1 114.5 111.6 111.1 113.1 106. 0 
Oct. 15: hi Q 115.2 0) ®) 113.3 0 0) 
Nov, V5. ors ( 116.7 1) 10) 113.3 1) 0) 
Dee. Y5.....0cunici- 115.3 117.6 118.1 118.4 113.3 119.3 109. 3 

AVerage.......-.c-acni 107.5 107. 4 109. 4 110.7 108.0 108. 2 104. @ 
Philadelphia: 

1941—Jan. 158... .. casas 99.3 95.0 100. 6 103. 6 90.7 101. 4 101.7 
Feb dd. coc. vias 99.2 94.9 100.1 103.6 99.7 101.6 101.7 
Mar. l55.........:.. 99. 6 95. 2 101.6 103.9 99.7 102. 4 101.7 
Apr. 45. oc Lai. 100. 5 97.0 101.9 104. 4 100. 1 103.1 102. 0 
Mays... ......;c. 101.7 100. 1 102.3 104. 5 100. 2 103. 4 102. 3 
June ls... ...c... 103.3 103.3 103.3 104. 5 100. 5 105.0 103. 1 
July 15... naa 103.7 103.3 104. 4 104.7 101.5 107.2 103. 2 
AR, 5... a. 104.7 104.7 106.3 105. 1 103.0 108. 4 103. 6 
Sept. 35... .... niu 106. 7 107. 5 110. 5 105. 3 103.1 111.9 105.1 
Oct. Bic. bea nis 108.0 109.0 111.6 105.3 103.3 112.6 107.4 
NoV15:. coo aiee- 108.3 108.7 13.7 105. 6 103.3 114.5 107. 6 
Dec. 1b....c.0n-0 00. 108.8 109.8 114.0 105. 6 103.3 115.0 107.8 

Average. ie 103. 6 102. 4 105.9 104. 7 101.5 107.2 103. 9 

Pittsburgh: : 
19910490. 15... can en 101. 2 98.0 101.9 105. 7 103.8 102. 2 100. & 

Bob 15... cho hs 100. 8 97.5 100. 4 105.7 103. 8 102.1 100. 9 
Mar. 15: Lo a 101. 4 98. 5 102. 2 105.8 104.0 102.7 100.7 
Apr. 15... iia. 102.3 101.1 102. 4 105. 8 104.0 104.3 100. 3 
hs EA I A 103. 4 103. 6 102. 4 106. 3 104.0 104.8 101. 0 
Juneld. _-.......: 105. 2 107.3 102. 6 106. 7 104.5 106. 2 102. 2 
July is a. 106. 2 108. 7 104.6 106. 8 105. 8 108. 9 102. @
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TABLE 2.— Indexes of cost of goods purchased by wage earners and lower-salaried 
workers in 1941, by groups of items, in each of 34 large cities—Continued 
  

  

  

  

    

              

Fuel, elec- | House- Miscel- 
Date Allitems| Food |Clothing| Rent tricity, furnish- {areous 

and ice ings 

Pittsburgh—Continued. 
19)-—Aug. 15... acacia 106. 8 109.0 107.3 106. 8 105.9 111.0 103. 2 

Seplilia alan 108.7 111.9 111.4 106. 9 107.1 113.9 104. 0 
Cet. 15. cla. 109. 4 111.8 114.3 106. 9 107.0 115.5 105. 5 
Nov. 15... oca cas 110. 2 112.9 116.5 106.9 106. 8 116.6 106. 2 
Dee. 18.0. veuda tl 110.8 113.7 117.9 107.0 106. 7 117.8 106.7 

Averager. ilo iia... 12105. 5 106. 2 107.0 106. 5 105. 3 108.8 102.9 
Portland, Maine: 

1941—Jan. 15 ©) 95.3 0) ©) 102.7 9 ) 
Feb. 15 ® 96.0 1) ®) 101.9 (1 1) 
Mar. 15 98.8 95.9 100. 4 100.7 99.6 99.0 100. 1 
Apr. 15.. 0] 98. 6 ©] m) 101. 6 ) ) 
May 15... 1 100. 7 1 ®) 102.7 ) ) 
June 15__ 102.8 104. 2 100.7 100. 7 102. 6 101.6 103.7 
July 15 0) 106. 3 ) ) 103. 2 ® @) 
Aug. 3 bd ®) 107.9 {ay = ©) 104. 1 1 1 
Sept. 5. ms 106. 2 109. 2 107. 4 101. 2 105.1 107.8 105. 4 
Qe 15. hh 1) 109.3 ) 1) 106. 1 ©) 
Nov.i15. 1.50. 1 111.2 1) 1 106. 4 1 1 
Dec 15... rat. 108.7 110.7 111.4 103.0 106. 3 114.5 108.8 

Average spn ihn 103.3 103.8 104.0 101. 2 103. 5 104.5 103.7 
Portland, Oreg.: 

Yal-—=Jon. 15... a. (0) 101.7 oH) ) 94.8 0) ") 
Hebd roa. moo 1 101.6 1) 1 94.8 1 1 
Mor a3. 0 2 wh 102.7 102.8 102.9 107.2 94.8 101. 5 102. 4 
Apr 5.0 ll. 0] 105. 5 ") 0] 94.7 1) ©) 
MayAb.. ......0.. 1 106. 8 1 1 95.1 1 ®) 
June sie: na ne 106. 2 110. 2 103.9 108.8 95.3 105. 8 104.3 
Julydd a ans [©] 111.5 1) 96. 1 1) ) 
Aug AB. cote (1 114.3 1) (1 96. 8 1 1 
Sept 35... Loa sll 11.0 119.9 110.1 110.5 98.2 109. 5 105.5 
Get. 45.0 nn. 0] 120.3 m) ( 99.9 1) ©] 
Novas al.” 1 121.97 1) L 100. 8 0] ®) 
Dee 35. cra pl 113.7 121.3 113.0 112.6 102.9 115.7 108.7 

Average lilo lols 107.3 111.5 106. 6 109. 3 97.0 106.9 104.7 
Richmond: : 

1941—Jon. 15... ......... 0] 93.7 (O] ©] 100.7 ") ©) 
Feb, 15. 2 1 04.7 1 1 100. 8 1 1 
Mar. 15. ol ony 100.0 94.9 103.9 103.2 100.8 105.3 101.2 
APr.A5L. ls i. ©] 97.9 Mm) ©) 100.8 C 
Mavis coo. 1 97.8 1) 1 99.7 ( 1 
June ls. ic ui. 103.0 102.9 104.7 103.3 99.8 109.1 102.2 
July 15 ©) 105.1 ©) ©) 101.2 ©) 1 
Aug. 15 1 107.5 ®) 0) 101.2 1 1 

Sept. 15... 107.4 109.9 113.5 103.7 103.2 117.0 104.1 
Oct. 15.. 1 112.3 ®) ") 103. 2 (1) 
Nov. 15 1 111.8 1 ") 103. 2 1 1 
Dec. 15 110.1 112.6 119.4 103.8 104.3 122.1 106.8 

AVBrage Til. a ul 104.2 103.4 109.0 103.4 101. 6 111.9 103.1 
St. Louis: 

I941—Jam. 15... i al 100.9 99.2 101.2 101.6 103.1 95.9 102.6 
Feb. 1g o-oo 100. 8 99.3 101.4 101.6 103. 1 96.3 102.2 
Map. 15. 5. La 101.1 99.5 103.1 101.5 102.8 97.7 102.3 
APL ASL oa don 101.9 101.4 103. 2 101.5 102.8 98.3 102.7 
Mayils..o.0 wn... 102.1 102. 4 103.6 101.6 102.7 99.0 101.9 
JANES. Loo Int 104.1 107.2 104. 2 101.7 102.5 99.8 102.9 
July 15... lL .. 104.6 108.5 105. 6 101.8 103.9 102.1 101.9 
Cp A AL 105.1 109.4 107.2 101.8 105. 2 102.8 101.6 
Sept. 15... 107.8 114.5 110.5 102. 4 105.8 105.3 102.9 
Oeb. 15. 2 go 0 108.7 114.6 112.4 102. 4 106.0 108.0 104.8 
Nov. 15. 2 a. 109.8 117.0 114.0 103. 2 106. 1 109.8 104.7 
Pee 5... 2... 110.6 ns 116.7 104. 2 106. 2 111.5 104.9 

Average. ... .o.ool 104.8 107.5 106.9 102.1 104.2 102.2 103.0 
8an Francisco: 

194—Jan. 15... cea. 102.1 99.6 103.0 103.9 91.6 101.0 104.9 
Feb if tis ou. 102.2 99.6 103.0 104.1 91.6 101.3 105.0 
Mar. 15... oa 102.4 100. 6 103.1 103.9 91.6 102.3 104.8 
ADs V5. a. 103.5 103.5 103.3 104.0 91.6 102.7 104.9 
May 15... 104.2 104.9 103.7 104.0 91.6 103. 4 105.5 
June:l5.......i0. 105. 4 107.1 105. 2 104.0 91.6 105.5 105.9 

! Monthly data not available.
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TABLE 2.— Indexes of cost of goods purchased by wage earners and lower-salaried 
workers in 1941, by groups of items, in each of 34 large cities—Continued 
    

  

Fuel, elec- | House- Micrel 
Date Allitems| Food |Clothing| Rent tricity, furnish- iancots 

and ice ings 

San Francisco—Continued. 
1 -=July 15s... .... 105.7 107.2 106.3 104.0 91.6 107.2 106. 2 

Aug. 15 a cea lk 106. 3 108.3 107.2 104.1 91.6 108.5 106. 4 
Sept. 15 rs 107.8 111.0 109.5 104.5 91.8 111.3 107.0 
Oct. 15 x03 109. 4 112.6 nes 104.8 91.9 113.0 109.3 
Nov. 15 ....cvaiaus 110.6 114.4 113.6 105.0 92.8 115.0 110.0 
Dec. 1b ...c. i. 111.3 115.4 115.0 105.3 92.9 115.8 110.4 

AVerase. oo... La. ll 105.9 107.0 107.0 104.3 91.8 107.3 106.7 
Savannah: 

Yo41-—Jan. 15... conve. 101. 4 100. 5 100. 7 105.0 96.9 104. 6 101. 4 
ED eR ee 100. 9 100.0 98.7 105.0 96.9 103.9 101.1 
Mor. 13...-: 2.2 101. 6 100. 7 162.2 105. 4 96.9 103.3 101. 2 
AprAts 102. 5 103.0 102.3 105. 8 96.9 103.9 101.6 
May 15. Laude 103. 3 104. 7 102. 7 106. 1 96.9 104. 1 101.9 
June 1s... li... 105.0 108. 9 103.1 106. 2 96.9 105. 4 102. 4 
Jag 15. ....c.nuuas 107. 4 113.5 105. 4 106. 6 99.1 106.9 103.3 
AUC IS lain iiiins 108.3 114.8 107.8 106. 6 99.5 108.7 103.8 
Sept. Wo. id... 110. 5 116. 4 118.7 108.0 100. 6 111.6 105. 6 
Oct-18. Laisa. 8 112.8 118.3 115.8 112.5 100. 6 114.7 108.0 
Novis. ........ 5 113. 4 118.6 1n7 112.7 101.2 116.3 108.5 
Pec. 15 occa 113.9 118.1 119.2 113.6 101.8 118.0 109. 2 

Average. Lau 106. 8 109. 8 107. 4 107.8 98.7 108. 4 104.0 
Scranton: < 

PU-=Ian. 15. nanan [©] 97.5 (1) 1) 96.3 1) (1) 
Feb. 15... L..r ®) 97.7 1) 1) 96. 3 1) 1 
Mar.15.. =... 99.1 97.6 102.1 98. 4 96.3 100. 8 101. 2 
Apr. 10>. 5.0 1) 100. 4 ©) 96.3 1 
Mays. ..ocooa 1 102.9 (1) 0) 96.1 1 1 
June ls. Conon 102.8 105. 2 104.9 98.3 96.7 106.9 102.5 
July 18. suioa.. 1) 106. 8 (1) 1) 97.5 1 ( 
Aug ls. Lar 1 108. 8 1) 1) 98.6 1 1) 
Sept. 18... io... 106.7 110.3 112.7 98. 4 99.5 113.6 105.1 
Oct. 15, . ..ciaesn ) 109. 8 (1) ®) 99. 5 1) (1) 
Nov. 15.o...a. 1 109. 5 1) 1) 99. 5 1 1 
Dee. AT... ihn. 108. 3 111.8 118.2 98.3 99.5 119.1 106. 1 

LL Ae 103.3 104.9 108.1 98.3 97.7 108. 4 103.3 

Seattle: 
1941—Jon. 18... aoe. 102.2 101.0 103.1 107.0 94.9 97.6 103.1 

Beh 15: 102.5 101.0 103.2 108. 4 94.9 98.0 103. 2 
Mar, 15: coun uc 103.0 102. 4 103. 8 108. 1 95.0 98.5 103. 2 
0 nt SAC 104.1 104. 7 103.9 109.0 94.9 99. 3 103. 8 
Mays: ..o.....C 106.0 108.0 106. 3 110. 4 95.7 100. 5 104.7 
LB 107.2 109.7 105.6 110.8 95.9 102.0 106. 1 
Jay 18... ca, 107. 4 109.3 107.8 111:3 95.7 103. 4 105.3 
Ane bio Loi 108.7 112:2 109.1 111.4 95.8 105.7 106.7 
Sept. Iso cs nLs 117.0 112.3 114.1 97.6 108.9 107.6 
Ocl. 15.0. cael 112.9 118.1 114.0 114.8 98.5 113.0 109. 3 
Nov. 15..c or. 113.4 118.9 114.9 115.0 98.6 13.7 109. 5 
Dec. 15... cal 114.7 120. 6 116.2 117.9 99.4 114.4 109. 7 

Average. =o... Shncos 107.8 110.2 108. 4 115 96. 4 104.6 106. 1 
Washington, D. C.: 

1941—=Jan. 15. nial 1) 97.7 (45) ©) 99.3 ©] ") 
Beeb, 18 te sur mall 1 08.8 1 1) 99. 2 1 1 

Mar.15 100.9 99.3 103.5 100.3 98.9 107.5 100.9 
Apr.l5.. ©] 100. 7 ©] d 98.9 om) ©) 
Mavis... 1 102.8 1) 1 99.3 1 1 
Juneis........ i. 103.2 104. 8 104.8 100. 3 99.0 111.5 102. 6 
July 15. is (1) 105. 7 1) (1) 99.9 (1) (1) 
Ang A858... os. 1) 107.4 1 *) 100. 8 1 1 
Sept 35... il 106. 7 110.5 13:7 100.9 101.1 17:9 104. 2 
Oct 15. 0 as 108. 4 111.9 117.0 101.2 101.7 121.4 106. 4 
Nov. 15... 5c... 108. 6 111.4 118.0 101.3 101.7 121.9 106.9 
Dac. 15. Tas 109.7 113. 4 120. 4 101.3 101.6 124.5 107.6 

Average oo... J de 104.3 105. 4 109.3 100. 6 100.1 113.9 103.3                 
t Monthly data not available.



TABLE 3.— Indexes of cost of all goods purchased by wage earners and lower-salaried workers in each of 34 large cities, Mar. 15, 1935, 
through Dec. 15, 1941 

[Average 1935-39=100] 
  

  

  

  

                                    
  

New England Middle Atlantic East Nortn Central West Norta Central 
Port- 3 : sl 3 ” " 

Date Man- New | Phila- | Pitts- | Scran- : Cincin-| Cleve- .| Indian-|| Mil- | Kansas| Minne-| St. 
Boston chester Jandy Buffalo York | delphia| burgh ton Chicago nati land Detroit apolis ||waukees| City | apolis | Louis 

1035 Mar. 15... aioe a aane 100. 3 99.1 | 100.0 || 96.9 98.9 98.0 96. 9 99.8 97.1 98. 6 96.9 94. 2 97.1 97. 4 98.0 96. 4 98.0 
2 ER SR 99.0 99.2 | 100.7 97.7 98. 3 98. 2 97. 4 99. 9 97.3 98. 5 97.0 94.9 97.4 97.4 97.3 96. 1 98.3 
el. 45 die. cilia 99. 2 98.9 | 100.1 97.2 98. 7 99.0 98.3 | 100.3 97.2 99.0 97.4 95. 5 98. 4 98.1 98.0 96. 8 98.2 

1036—Tan. 18: deecibeai an 100. 1 99. 8 100. 5 98.0 99.9 100. 1 98.7 101. 4 97.7 99. 6 97.2 96. 5 98.9 98. 5 98.7 98.0 99.4 
ADrilBe. da imu oes 99. 6 99.3 99.9 98.1 98. 6 99. 2 97.5 99. 4 96. 9 98. 2 96. 8 96. 4 97.9 98.1 97.6 96. 9 98.3 
JU 15. dui Lani 100. 8 100. 8 101. 3 100. 0 99. 5 100. 2 100. 0 101. 4 98.7 100. 6 98. 6 99. 2 98.8 99. 6 99. 3 98.1 99. 8 
Sept. 155 00 canes Sli 100. 3 100. 4 105.1 100. 0 100. 4 101.0 101.2 102. 5 100. 5 101.7 100.0 100. 1 100. 2 101. 2 100. 7 100. 1 101. 3 
Dee. Wu a0. als 99.3 99.7 100. 5 99.9 99. 5 100. 8 100.0 101. 8 99.5 99.9 98. 4 99. 5 100.0 100. 4 99.9 99.9 99.7 

1937—Mar. 15... ff 101.5 102.1 102.0 101.7 101. 3 102.2 101. 8 102. 1 101. 3 102.7 100. 5 102. 7 101. 9 102. 4 101.7 101. 6 101. 8 
JRE IS a 102. 6 103. 2 103. 6 103. 9 101. 4 102. 7 103. 6 102. 9 103. 6 103. 1 102. 8 105. 3 103. 4 104. 3 102. 9 102. 7 103.0 
Sept. 15.4. nani amis 104. 8 103. 5 103. 5 104. 5 103.9 104.0 105. 2 103. 8 105. 1 104. 4 104.3 106. 1 104. 4 105.1 103.8 104. 2 104. 1 
Bee. 15.0... aun 102. 2 101. 6 101. 8 103. 6 102. 8 101. 6 102. 5 101.2 103. 3 102.9 102.9 106. 4 103. 5 103.5 102. 6 103. 4 102. 7 

1038—Mar. 18... = alia 99.8 100. 1 99.3 101. 3 99. 6 100. 2 100. 8 99.7 101.1 100. 6 101. 1 104. 2 101. 5 101.7 100. 9 101. 5 100. 7 
June: ono le oak 99. 8 100. 3 99. 2 100. 6 99. 7 100. 6 101. 2 99. 6 102.2 100. 5 101. 8 103.0 101. 1 101. 6 100. 8 101.8 100. 4 
nr DR Ce TO 99.8 99. 6 99. 4 100. 1 100. 3 100. 1 101.1 97.7 102. 1 100. 3 101. 9 101. 5 101. 0 100. 3 100. 3 101. 4 100. 7 
Dec 15. eran 08.8 98.8 97.8 100. 4 100. 2 99. 4 100. 3 97.9 100. 8 99.1 101. 4 100. 7 100.0 99. 6 99.7 100. 9 99. 5 

1930—Mar. 15 ...ooinnaaieas 98.1 98. 0 96. 6 99. 3 99. 2 98. 2 97.8 96. 9 99. 4 98. 2 101. 0 99. 8 99.3 98. 3 99.1 100. 2 99.0 
11 be Re CUR 97.4 97.9 96. 4 98. 6 98. 2 98.0 98. 4 96. 4 98.9 97.3 100. 8 99.1 98. 4 97.5 99.0 100. 1 97.8 
Sept. 15 2.0 20. oo 99.3 100. 4 99.0 101.1 101. 3 99. 6 100. 1 98. 7 100. 7 99. 4 101. 7 100. 2 99.7 99.1 100. 6 101. 2 100. 4 
3 Co RE a a 97.9 99.0 97.6 99. 7 100. 1 98. 6 98. 8 97. 4 99.8 98. 2 100. 9 99.8 99. 6 98.1 99. 3 101.1 99.1 

1040 Mar. 15: . cane ainna ts 99. 2 100. 1 97.8 100. 5 101. 2 98.3 99.1 98. 4 99.7 98. 4 100. 7 99.9 99. 6 98.0 98. 3 100. 7 99.0 
JUNEAB sai 100. 0 100. 5 98.9 101. 2 101. 6 99. 2 100. 6 98. 7 101. 4 98. 8 101.5 100. 9 100. 2 99.5 98. 6 100.8 99. 5 
Rept. 13... 0.0 cleans 99. 4 100. 4 98. 5 101.2 101.0 98.7 100. 7 98. 6 100. 9 99. 9 102. 2 100. 5 100. 7 98.8 97.8 100. 9 99.8 
Oct. B58  d  a 98.8 1) 1) 100. 9 100. 2 98.7 100. 5 1) 100. 9 99.1 101.5 100. 6 m mn) 98.0 101.0 100. 0 
Novis... ot 98. 5 1) (1) 100. 9 100. 4 08.8 100. 6 1) 100. 5 99. 1 101.2 100. 4 (1) (1) 98.3 101. 1 99.7 
NE Ea a CA 99.1 100. 3 98.3 101.7 100. 9 99.1 101. 1 99. 4 101.0 99. 6 102.0 100. 9 102. 0 99.1 98. 6 102. 2 101.0 

1941—Tan. 18... cn ai 99.1 1) 1) 102.1 101.1 99.3 101. 2 1) 101.3 99.7 102. 1 101. 1 1) ©) 98.3 101. 5 100.9 
Faby 18. nol nc lok ae, 99. 4 (1) 1) 102. 2 1901.3 99. 2 100. 8 1) 101. 3 99.7 102. 2 101. 3 (1) (©) 98. 6 101. 9 100. 8 
Afar. 18. ca 99. 5 100. 1 98. 8 102. 8 101. 5° 99. 6 101. 4 99.1 101.5 100. 5 102.9 102.1 102. 2 99. 5 99. 2 102. 1 101.1 
ADL. llasedon bin 100. 6 1) ©) 104. 1 102. 3 100. 5 102.3 mn) 102. 5 101. 6 103. 6 103. 4 ©) 0) 100. 2 102.7 101.9 
Nays aaa 101. 2 1) 1) 105. 5 102. 6 101.7 103. 4 (1) 103.2 102.0 104.3 103. 5 (1) (1) 100. 4 103.9 102.1 
June i 102. 5 104. 4 102. 8 107.3 104. 5 103. 3 105. 2 102. 8 104. 8 103. 9 106. 2 106. 4 105. 6 103. 6 101. 8 105. 6 104.1 

Julie aia Lo 103. 8 1) (1) 108. 0 104. 8 103. 7 106. 2 (1) 106. 1 104. 5 107.1 107.1 0) (1) 102. 2 106. 3 104. 6 
ANE. aia 105. 2 (1) 1) 108. 7 105. 5 104. 7 106. 8 (1) 106. 8 106. 4 109. 0 107.5 1) 1) 103. 2 107.3 105.1 
Sept. ls ae a 106. 4 108.9 106. 2 110.9 106. 8 106. 7 108.7 106. 7 109. 5 108.1 110.9 109. 6 109. 7 106. 8 105. 4 109.0 107.8 
Ql X58, Coa 107.1 1) (1) 112.1 108. 0 108.0 109. 4 1) 110. 2 109. 8 111.7 111.8 (1) (1) 107.1 110.1 108.7 
Novis oh ow 108. 6 ) 1) 112.9 108. 7 108. 3 310.2 (1) 111.0 110. 6 112.9 112.5 (1) 1) 108. 3 110. 7 109. 8 
Dee, 15. ns 108. 2 110.7 108. 7 113.3 108. 7 108. 8 110. 8 108. 3 110. 6 110.3 113..3 112.7 113.3 109. 4 108. 7 110.7 110. 6     
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South Atlantic East South Central Wes Son Moyne Pacific 
Date ; Jack- : Wash-|| Bir- ; Port- San 

Balti- Rich- | Savan- > Mem- ; Hous- | New Los Atlanta Tore Norfolk oad ah Cg ing phis Mobile ton | Orleans Denver Angeles : ofan Seattle 

1935—-Mar- 15 ed 97.5 98.1 97.9 99.5 98. 2 98. 6 98. 6 96.0 98.5 98. 6 97.6 99.4 97.2 98. 2 96. 4 99. 4 97.4 
JE 15. ol 97.6 98. 4 98.9 98.9 98.3 98.5 oR. 7 97.0 07.7 98. 4 96. 5 98.4 96.8 95. 4 95.5 97.5 95.7 
OC IB a ci Ly 99.8 98.9 99.2 100. 1 99.7 100.0 99. 4 98.3 97.6 98.9 97.0 98.9 97.2 95.1 95.7 97.8 95.9 

1936—Tam. 15. o.oo coat 100.3 99.8 100.0 101.1 99.9 100. 2 99.9 98.0 98.7 98.7 97.8 99.3 97.9 96.6 96.8 98.4 97.8 
ADL. 1B. ci i i caeam 98.3 99.1 98.0 99.0 98.3 98.5 98.6 96. 1 98. 4 97.5 96.7 97.3 97.1 95.7 96. 2 97.0 96. 5 
JUV IB. oi oe oii 99.9 99.7 100. 1 100.0 99.8 100. 1 99.8 99.0 99.7 99.6 98.5 99.7 99. 6 97.2 98. 2 97.9 97.7 
Sept. 18s. tala 101. 1 100. 6 100. 2 100.9 101.5 100. 3 100. 5 100. 2 100.7 99.5 99.5 100. 4 100. 5 99. 6 99.3 98.7 99.0 
Dee. 18... aici 100. 9 99.7 100. 7 101. 2 102.0 100. 2 100. 4 100.9 101.0 99.0 99. 6 100. 5 99.9 99.4 99.4 98.8 99.5 

1937—Mar. 15... + ola 102.2 101. 4 102. 4 102.1 102.0 101.7 101. 9 103. 2 102.7 102. 5 101. 6 102.4 102.8 103. 4 102.0 101.1 102.0 
Jane IB. oi igasalar 102.8 101.7 102.8 102.2 101.6 102.1 102. 4 104.0 102.9 103.3 101. 5 101.5 103. 5 102.9 103.0 101.5 102. 2 
Sept: 15 ran ar a 104.3 102.9 103. 4 102.9 103. 6 103.0 103.3 104. 9 103.5 103.3 103.5 103.0 105. 1 104. 2 104.7 102.9 103.7 
Dee 15 cas aiai a 102. 6 101.9 102.7 101.8 102.0 101.9 102. 2 104. 1 102. 5 102.0 103.0 101. 6 103.3 103.2 103. 2 103.0 103. 2 

1938—=Mar. 15... nial 100. 1 100. 3 100. 4 100. 1 100. 6 100. 3 100. 1 101.5 100. 4 100. 8 101.7 100. 4 101.0 101.5 102.7 101. 2 102. 2 
June ld... eel sisls 99. 2 100. 3 100. 2 99.0 99. 2 99.8 100. 1 100. 7 100. 1 100. 6 101. 2 99.1 101.0 101.8 101.7 101. 4 101. 2 
Sept. 5s oor Sati 100.0 100. 1 100. 2 99.0 100.0 99.4 100. 1 101. 2 100. 4 100.3 101.5 100.3 100. 2 101.8 101. 6 101.7 101.1 
Deel an 100.0 100.0 99.1 99.0 99.8 99.5 99.7 100. 4 99.5 99.6 101.4 99.9 99.9 102. 6 101.7 101.4 101. 2 

1039—-Mar:- 15... ooo 98.8 99. 6 98.4 98.4 98.6 98.7 98.9 99.1 98.5 99. 4 100.0 99.4 99. 2 101. 2 100.7 100.3 100. 9 
June ds. too nian 98.0 99. 2 98. 2 97.3 97.4 98.7 98.5 98. 2 98.1 98.8 100. 1 98.7 99. 2 100. 3 100. 5 99. 2 100. 8 
Sept. dBu.. en 100. 1 100. 5 100. 1 99.5 99.9 100. 6 100.3 100. 3 100. 4 101.0 101.6 102.0 99.7 101.9 102.1 101.0 102.6 
Bet iI tine el 98.7 98.9 99.3 98.5 08.8 99.7 98.9 99.5 98.9 99.7 101.3 100. 4 99.7 100. 4 100. 9 100. 2 100. 9 

J940—Mar, 15... hail 99.5 99.7 98.9 97.7 98.4 100.0 99. 6 99.3 98.5 99.1 100.8 100.9 98.7 100. 7 99.7 99.8 101. 6 
June 152... rn iit 98.5 100. 5 100. 2 98.5 98.5 100. 8 100.1 99.1 98.4 99. 2 100. 7 101.1 99.7 100. 8 100. 7 100. 1 101.7 
Septlh. a Ss 99.4 100.0 101.0 99.0 99.3 101.0 100.0 100.3 98.8 98.8 101.1 102.2 98.9 101.2 101.5 100.8 101.7 
Re SE OE BL ®) 99.8 (1) 1) 1) 101.1 (©) 100. 6 1) [©] 101.7 ®) 99.1 101.4 ® 101.4 101.5 
Nov. 15... rau 1) 99.8 1) 1) 1) 100. 8 1) 100. 5 1) (1) 101.8 (©) 99.0 101.9 1) 101. 6 101. 6 
DEC, Wie. a ara 100.0 100. 5 101.8 100. 7 99.7 101.5 99.7 101.9 99.9 100. 2 102. 2 101.4 100. 2 102.2 101.8 101.6 102.0 

Jo l—dan. 5... lal ®) 100. 9 ®) 1) 1) 101.4 [©] 101.3 1) 1) 101.9 0) 99. 8 102.8 ©) 102.1 102. 2 
Beh, 18... vii bi ia 1) 10L.1 1) 1) ®) 100. 9 (1) 101.3 1) 1) 101.9 (1) 99.5 101.8 (1) 102. 2 102. 5 
Mar 15... ariiii 100. 5 101.5 102.4 102. 6 100.0 101. 6 100.9 101.6 100. 2 101.7 102.3 102. 4 99.9 102. 5 102.7 102. 4 103.0 
ADPLolS. ee in ®) 102. 6 0) (1) (1) 102. 5 1) 102. 4 1) 1) 103. 2 ®) 101.1 103. 2 1) 103.5 104.1 
Mayls. evn 1) 103.8 (1) 1) (1) 103. 3 (1) 103.0 (1) 1) 103. 5 (1) 101. 6 104. 4 (1) 104. 2 106.0 
Juels. ooo seed 103.3 105.9 106. 1 106. 4 103.0 105.0 103. 2 105.5 103.5 105.1 104.0 105. 6 102.9 105. 6 106. 2 105. 4 107.2 

JAAS. oo ®) 106. 4 1) ®) ®) 107. 4 ®) 107.0 0) ©) 105.0 ®) 103.9 105.7 1) 105.7 107. 4 
AagS, ai ®) 107. 4 0) ®) 1) 108.3 1) 108. 2 (1) ®) 105. 8 ®) 104. 9 106. 6 ®) 106. 3 108. 7 
Sept. A5 oa iE 107.6 109. 5 110.6 110.9 107.4 110.5 106.7 109. 9 108.3 110.7 107.9 110.9 106.0 108. 1 111.0 107.8 111.5 
Oct. Ice or too, 1) 110.4 1) 1) ®) 112:3 108. 4 111.8 ®) ®) 110.1 1) 108. 3 109.8 1) 109. 4 112.9 
Nov: 15... our (1) 111.3 ®) 1) 1) 113.4 108.6 113.5 1) ®) 111.2 @) 109.7 Hil 1) 110.6 113.4 
ho LI Rei 110.6 112.4 114.3 115.3 110.1 113.9 109.7 113.9 111.1 116.4 111.4 113.5 109. 4 12.3 113.7 111.3 114.7                           

e Estimated Mar. 15, 1935, through Dec. 15, 1938. 1 Data not available. 
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14 COST OF LIVING IN 1941 

TaBLE 4.—Indexes of cost of goods purchased by wage earners and lower-salaried 
workers in large cities combined, 1913 through Dec. 15, 1941, by groups of items 

[Average 1935-39=100] 
  

  

  

  

              

Dat Allit Food! |Clothing| Rent cociic furnien. | Miscel ate ems |. Hoo othing 2 ity, and pe : laneous 
ice g 

1913 ~AvVerage. ieee v0.¢ 79.9 69. 3 92.2 61.9 59.1 50. 

1914—December:. .... oo ooo 72:6 83.9 70.0 02.2 62.5 61.5 52. 
1915—December .- __._.__._...-. 74.0 83.9 72.5 93.6 62. 5 65. 4 54 
1916—December________________ 82.4 100. 6 83.2 94.3 67.1 75.5 57. 
1817-~December oat 97.8 125.4 103.3 92.3 76.8 89.0 . 
1618-—-December. . ....l...2 118.0 149. 6 147.9 97.1 90. 4 121.2 83. 

1010--Jume 0. 121.0 148.5 160. 1 101.0 89.3 128.8 85. 
December: 2 ue si 135.3 160. 0 198. 4 109. 6 94.8 152.3 94. 

1920—Janes. i. cain 149.4 185.0 209.7 119.1 104.8 169.7 100. 
Pecember coon 138.3 146. 4 187.8 131.4 119.0 164.4 104. 

102 May anos 126. 6 321.2 161.5 139.2 112.9 141.6 104. 
September: co ._-:510 125.3 129.2 139.5 140.0 112.7 127.8 104 
December... So ia. 123.6 126.1 133.4 1. "142.3 113.8 124.4 103 

1922-—-Mareh. [colo nl nin 119.3 118.3 127.3 142.0 110.5 117.7 101 
June rrr RS 119. 5 121.0 124.9 142.5 110.0 115.5 100 
September... oi T1847 118.1 123.5 142.8 115.8 115.7 100 
December. si earns ts 120. 4 122.4 123.6 143.8 117.3 119.3 100. 

3923 March. coins 120.2 119.7 125.4 144.5 116.5 124.7 100 
JUNG. Lar re is 121.6 123.7 125.7 146.0 118.2 127.4 100 
Sepiember..a-L. tac. -io 123.1 126.6 126.7 147.4 114.5 127.5 101 
Yecember. ....... ooo. 123.5 126.0 126.7 149.6 116.0 127.4 101 

1924-—-Mayeh: a 122.0 121.3 126.3 150. 4 114.7 126.5 101 

une... Cu. 121.8 121.5 125.1 152.0 112.0 123.1 101 
September 122.2 123.1 | 123.8 152.2 113.5 122.1 101 
Pécember zo. a 123.2 125.9 123.0 152.6 114.2 122.7 101 

3925=June. ill 124.9 131.9 122.6 152.2 112.4 121.3 102.3 
December. ..cooh vsti 128.2 140. 6 121.8 152.0 121.3 121.1 102.6 

1020-~June. oa 126. 4 137.8 120.7 150. 6 114.7 118.6 102. 5 
December... aa Le 126. 1 136.8 119.6 150.0 118.6 17.3 102.8 

3927 =June. i: oii 25.7 137.5 118.5 148. 4 114.1 115.7 103.1 
Pecomber: =. oo 123.8 132.5 116.9 146. 9 115.4 115.2 103.6 

1928—June. oi. oo. lai ls 122.1 129.7 116.7 144.8 112.0 112.8 103.6 
December... on oo 122. 4 130. 6 116.0 143.3 114.3 112.1 104.3 

1920--Jute. . .. ca ana 122.1 131.3 115.4 141.4 111 111.7 104. 5 
December. siiitioi E 122.8 133.8 114.7 139.9 113.6 111.3 104.9 

1930-—June: aan 120.3 128.1 113.8 138.0 109.9 109.9 105. 2 
December: o......o.. 0 115.3 116. 5 109. 4 135.1 112.4 105. 4 104.9 

YO3i-—=Jane i ir 108.2 102.11 103. 5 130.9 107.3 08.1 104.3 
December: ia 104. 2 96. 5 96.3 125.8 109. 1 92. 6 103.3 

939—~Jwme._ ot Lien: 97.4 85.7 91.1 117.8 101. 6 84.8 101.8 
December. ri. oosi: 93.5 82.0 86. 2 109. 0 102. 5 81.3 100. 2 

1933—Junel Sts tn at 90. 8 82.2 84.8 100. 1 97.2 81.5 97.8 
Pecamber.c toalisr frre 93.9 88.1 94.4 95.8 102.9 91.3 08.1 

303a—-Jume. a re 95.3 93.0 96. 6 94.0 100. 3 92.9 97.9 
OV. IB eas 96. 2 95.4 96. 5 93.9 101. 8 93.6 97.8 

YO35—-Mar. 18. cilia 97.8 99.7 96. 8 93.8 102. 1 94. 2 98.1 
Ty 18.50 cuant miiny 97.6 99.4 96. 7 94.1 99.0 94.5 98.2 
Ot, 38: vinta iin 98.0 100.0 96.9 94. 6 100. 5 95.7 97.9 

J036—Tam 15. oo Tuan niin 98.8 101.5 97.3 25.1 100. 8 95.8 08.2 
APrild ora il Te rs 97.8 98.4 97.4 95.5 100. 8 95.7 08.4 
July 1d. cor chaos 99.4 102. 6 97.2 96. 5 99.1 95.9 08.7 
Sepia: 18. aL iia: 100. 4 104.8 97.5 97.1 99.9 96. 6 99.0 
ULF aE A I 99.8 101. 6 99.0 68.1 100. 5 97.9 99.1 

Tor Mar B85. os ia 101.8 105.0 100. 9 98.9 100. 8 102. 6 100. 2 
JURE IS cai iia a 102.8 106.0 102.5 101.0 99. 2 104. 3 100.9 
Sepl. 5 aia a uiT 104.3 107.9 105.1 102.1 100.0 106. 7 101.7 
Pee. 18. a 103.0 102. 7 104.8 103.7 100. 7 107.0 102.0 

1 Covers 51 cities since June 1920.



COST OF LIVING IN 1941 15 

TaBLE 4.—Indexes of cost of goods purchased by wage earners and lower-salaried 
workers in large cities combined, 1913 through Dec. 15, 1941, by groups of items— 

  

  

  

  

Continued 
[Average 1935-39=100] 

Fuel, elec-| House- | nricoor 
Date Allitems| Food |Clothing| Rent tricity, | furnish- eTioons 

and ice ings 

1038—Mar, 15. uo viaiaiaaih 100. 9 97.5 102.9 103.9 101.2 104.7 101.6 
TONE 15. nie uaacencnie 100. 9 98.2 102.2 104.2 98.6 103.3 101.8 

; 100.7 98.1 101.4 104. 2 99.3 101.9 101.6 
100. 2 97.2 100.9 104.3 100.0 101.7 101.0 

99.1 94.6 100. 4 104.3 100. 1 100.9 100. 5 
98. 6 93.6 100. 3 104.3 97.5 100. 6 100. 4 

100. 6 98.4 100. 3 104. 4 98. 6 101.1 101.1 
99.6 94.9 101.3 104. 4 99.9 102.7 100.9 

99.8 95. 6 102.0 104. 5 100. 6 100. 5 100.8 
100. 5 98.3 101.7 104. 6 98.6 100.1 100. 6 
100. 4 97.2 101.6 104.7 99.3 100. 3 101.4 
100. 2 96. 2 101.6 104.7 99.9 100. 4 101. 6 
100. 1 95.9 101.6 104.7 100. 3 100. 6 0.7 
100. 7 97.3 101.6 104.9 100. 7 100. 4 101.8 

1041 —Jan. 18. ciniinncanmnne 100. 8 97.8 100. 7 105.0 100.8 100. 1 101.9 
Feb. 38... cones 100. 8 97.9 100. 4 105.1 100. 6 100. 4 101.9 
Mar. 15 aloud 101.2 98.4 102.1 105.1 100. 7 101.6 101.9 
ADE IS. tl ain 102. 2 100. 6 102. 4 105. 4 101.0 102. 4 102. 2 
May ls. i ond o 102. 9 102.1 102. 8 105.7 101.1 103. 2 102.5 
June ls al 104. 6 105.9 103 3 105. 8 101. 4 105. 3 103.3 

JOY 15 lates 105.3 106. 7 104.8 /* 108.1 102.3 107. 4 103.7 
VE I NR A ARIS 106. 2 108.0 106.9 106. 3 103. 2 108.9 104.0 
Sept. 15. iit sama nie 108. 1 110.7 110.8 106. 8 103.7 112.0 105.0 
Oct. 18 6 acinar 109.3 111.6 112.6 107.5 104.0 114.4 106.9 
Nov. Ib ir aie 110. 2 113.1 113.8 107.8 104.0 115.6 107.4 
Dec. 0D... irene 110.5 113.1 114.8 108. 2 104.1 116.8 107.7               
  

TaBLE 8.— Estimated! annual average indexes of cost of goods purchased by 
wage earners and lower-salaried workers in large cities combined, 1913-41 

[Average 1835-39=100] 
  

  

  

: Fuel, elec- House- ; 
Year All items Food 2 Clothing Rent tricity, farnish- Miscella- 

and ice ings neous 

£71) I ee 79-7 79.9 69.3 92.2 61.9 59.1 50.9 
57 AR er SE 71.8 81.8 69. 8 92.2 62.3 60. 7 51.9 
1015... aol 72.5 80.9 71.4 92.9 62.5 63. 6 53.6 
1016... cae 77.9 90.8 78.3 94.0 65.0 70.9 56.3 
rie] EAE 91.6 116.9 94.1 93.2 72.4 82.8 65.1 

{L005 BRAS SR 107.5 134.4 127.5 94.9 84.2 106. 4 77.8 
1910... te 123.8 149.8 168.7 102.7 91.1 134.1 87.6 
1920. ica coisa: 143.3 168. 8 201.0 120.7 106. 9 164. 6 100. 5 
0 100 SCAT Ry 127.7 128.3 154.8 138.6 114.0 138. 5 104.3 
1922... iihdaninn 119.7 119.9 125.6 142.7 113-1 117.5 101.2 

1023 rrr aman 121.9 124.0 125.9 146. 4 115.2 126. 1 100.8 
1924. 1 onal 122.2 122.8 124.9 151.6 113.7 124.0 101.4 
038... a, 125.4 132.9 122.4 152.2 115. 4 121.5 102.2 
1926.0. LL... 126.4 137.4 120.6 150. 7 117.2 118.8 102.6 
1027. Las cun. 124.0 132.3 118.3 148.3 115.4 115.9 103.2 

008 aban eal 122.6 130. 8 116. 5 144.8 113. 4 113.1 103.8 
1929. tater 2 122.5 132.5 1ns5.3 141.4 112.5 1.7 104.6 
1930.5: i da 119.4 126.0 112.7 137.5 111.4 108.9 105.1 
YOu: uv 108.7 103.9 102.6 130.3 108.9 98.0 104.1 
1932. ui 97.6 86.5 90.8 116.9 103. 4 85.4 101.7 

O33 diana 92.4 84.1 87.9 100. 7 100.0 84.2 98.4 
3994. io iis k 95.7 93.7 96.1 94.4 101. 4 92.8 97.9 
1035. ii 98.1 100. 4 96. 8 94.2 100. 7 94.8 98.1 
1938 res ii nat 99.1 101.3 97.6 96. 4 100. 2 96. 3 98.7 
1087 ans 102.7 105. 3 102.8 100. 9 100. 2 104.3 101.0 

1938 aa. 100.8 97.8 102.2 104.1 99.9 103.3 101.5 
1038. lL. 99. 4 95. 2 100. 5 104.3 99.0 101.3 100.7 
LL RS 100. 2 96. 6 101.7 104.6 99.7 100. 5 101.1 
1981-0 sao 105.2 105.5 106. 5 105.9 102.5 108. 2 104.0               
  

1 For explanation of method used, see text above. 
2 Covers 51 cities since June 1920.
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Changes in Food Costs in 17 Additional Cities 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics has prepared monthly indexes of the 
retail costs of food for 51 cities from 1923 to date. These indexes for 
the year 1941 for 34 of these cities are given in table 2 as a part of the 
series of indexes showing changes in total living costs. The 1941 
monthly food-cost indexes for the additional 17 cities are presented in 
table 6. Indexes for earlier periods are available upon request. 

TABLE 6.—Indexes of the cost of all foods purchased by wage earners and lower- 
salaried workers in 17 cilies, by months in 1941 

[Average 1935-39 =100] 
    

  

    

[*} 

= 1941 

3 
City CREE EEE ee Re i BE 

SS = H = 2» Ss > 7) Br b> [S) 
> 8 2] a = = = = B ° > Elie t 2S BE | SI 82 LE 

Bridgeport: L..o... 104.9 | 96.5 | 96.4 | 96.8 (100.6 [102.3 [106.6 [107.6 |108.4 (110.1 {109.9 {111.5 | 111.9 
Butte. 2 bo ouii. 105.0 | 98.7 | 98.4 | 98.3 {101.3 {103.8 (106.1 [106.8 (107.4 {108.8 [109.6 [110.9 | 110.4 
Charleston, S. C___[104.7 | 95.9 | 95.9 | 96.1 | 98.2 100.0 (103.5 [107.6 [107 9 [111.0 [112.6 [113.1 | 115.1 
Columbus, Ohio__.{102.2 | 93.4 | 93.2 | 94.0 | 96.9 | 98.6 |102.9 {104.5 |104.4 |107.6 {109.2 |110.4 | 111.1 
Dallas... bo... 101.0 | 92.6 | 92.1 («93.5 | 95.7 | 96.4 | 97.7 {100.9 [103.8 {106.3 [110.0 {111.7 | 111.0 

Tall River... ....-. 104.9 | 97.5 | 98.4 | 98.4 (100.4 [102.2 {106.0 {107.5 [107.1 [109.5 {110.1 [111.7 | 110.5 
1ttle Rock. ..---. 104.3 | 95.6 | 95.6 | 95.6 | 98.4 [100.1 |101.9 1104.9 |108.2 |109.9 [111.3 |114.4 | 115.5 
Louisville..:....... 105.2 | 95.5 | 95.8 | 96.2 | 99.7 |101.4 107.2 {107.9 (107.8 {110.9 [111.6 {114.1 | 113.7 
Newark. io 105.7 | 98.8 1100.2 | 99.2 (101.9 (102.7 {106.9 {106.1 |108.0 [109.4 [111.2 |111.9 | 112.1 
New Haven........ 103.9 | 95.7 | 96.1 | 96.3 | 99.8 [101.4 [105.8 [105.9 |107.2 |10%.5 {108.3 {110.5 | 111.1 

Omaha... ....... 103.7 | 97.9 | 97.3 | 97.4 [100.4 [101.9 |104.6 [103.4 [105.7 {108.2 [108.0 [109.4 | 110.5 
Peoria, cocoon: 108.2 | 99.0 | 99.4 100.3 103.5 {104.0 [108.2 |110.2 (111.0 (115.2 {114.7 |116.1 | 116.7 
Providence. ....-.-- 104.6 | 96.3 | 97.3 | 97.0 | 99.2 |101.1 {104.5 [107.0 (108.9 (110.8 {110.9 {112.1 | 110.2 
Rochester. ... >... 106.9] 99.9 1 99.8 (100.1 [308.1 {105.0 j108.6 (100.7 {110.2 {111.1 [111.1 {112.1 {112.2 
St.Paul... i... 104.1 | 98.6 | 98.6 | 98.0 | 99.6 [101.5 [104.3 |103.9 (104.7 (108.2 |109.3 [111.4 | 111.5 

Salt Lake City..._. 106.1 | 97.5 | 97.8 | 98.4 {101.0 (103.5 {107.2 (106.7 (106.9 [109.1 [113.9 (115.7 | 115.4 
Springfield, I_____ 105.6 | 96.2 | 96.5 | 97.0 {100.3 [100.3 (105.6 [106.7 {107.4 (111.9 |112.8 {115.7 | 115.8                           
  

Changes in Costs, on Average in Large Cities, of Specified Groups 
of Goods and Services 

Cost of Food 

Food prices were low in August 1939, relative to prices of other 
consumer goods, and the increases which have occurred in the prices 
of many food articles have been extreme. 

Until mid-March 1941, the average rise in food costs was slow. 
After that date, however, retail food prices began to advance rapidly 
and they have continued to increase since that time. Retail prices 
of eggs, salt pork, lard, butter, cheese, evaporated milk, and wheat 
flour were from 31 to 52 percent higher in December 1941 than in 
August 1939. The advance in fresh milk prices over the period was 
about 25 percent. : 

Government buying and the rise in consumer incomes as a result 
of defense activities were the most important factors producing 
higher food prices. Purchases for the Army and Navy and for export 
under the Lease-Lend Act, Government loans on certain basic farm 
commodities, and speculative activity, were responsible for large price 
increases for pork, dairy, and wheat products. Government pur- 
chases were also responsible, in large part, for price increases of 56 
percent for canned salmon and 46 percent for navy beans. Increases
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ranging from 17 to 26 percent for canned tomatoes, corn, and peaches 
also reflected Government buying. ! 

Shortages in shipping facilities have been responsible for advances 
in prices of sugar, bananas, coffee, and tea which were from 15 to 22 
percent higher at the end of 1941 than in the summer of 1939. The 
average family’s bill for fresh fruits and vegetables was 20 percent 
higher at the end of last year than in the summer when war broke 
out in Europe. Seasonal differences in prices of fresh fruits and 
vegetables between the late summer and the winter are reflected in 
differences in prices of apples, green beans, carrots, lettuce, and onions 
between August 1939 and December 1941. The advances for these 
foods ranged from 28 to 58 percent. 

If no consideration were given to the foods which have moved up 
only slightly, or have, in fact, remained stationary or even declined 
in price, a discussion of extreme increases in food prices during World 
War II would lead one to expect a very much greater increase in aver- 
age food costs than has actually taken place. A few foods affected 
by large crops, decline in export demand, and seasonal declines in 
price, were cheaper in December 1941 than in the month before the 
outbreak of war in Europe. In the total cost of fresh fruits and vege- 
tables to the average family, the large increases described above 
were to some extent counterbalanced by lower prices for oranges and 
sweetpotatoes and by the practically unchanged level of the cost of 
spinach. Cereal and bakery products were, on the average, only 10 
percent higher and meat costs 16 percent higher than in August 
1939. The percent of change in the cost of each of the food items 
included in the Bureau’s cost-of-living index, between August 15, 
1939, and December 15, 1941, is shown in table 7. 

TABLE 7.— Percentage change from August 15, 1939, to December 15,1941, in cost of 
each food included in cost-of-living index, average 51 cities 
    

  

  

        

     
   

: Percentage : Percentage 
Article change Article change 

VE OTE RE ds Sl LI EY EW Ne SrA Cm St +20. 4 
EO ee eR ==0%.3 I Beef: Chick 10988 c~cu- cam caiiiniiss +19.9 

Dried fruits and vegetables___-..____ S30 Sugar. a a a +19.7 
Dairy produets. fic eis cniaiel. 29.4 1 Oleomaygarine. ....ci i. Susinciiiigy +19.5 
Fatsandolls lo. acaeeeinein 198.4 {| Bacon, sHeed. cic idcnimae tills 418.6 
Beveragesiz co ciae india ran 20, 2 Ul Corn, eanned olan anna nea +17.9 
LT Se SL NC 419.7 || Shortening in other containers. _._._..__ +17. 2 
Fresh fruits and vegetables.__..__.___ +10. 6:1 Tomatoes; canned. ........-.isicienaa- +16.6 
7 TO knit aied Jer ie £36. 1 1 POLat0s. oa. rate sande Rs a a +16. 3 
Canned fruits and vegetables___.____ +=16.0-} Bam, whole 0 ooo... ioalo lois +16. 2 
Cereals and bakery products....___. 0. 70 Vea Clots i. ham ara waimid +15.0 

eR LL CT RR PBN AD “+14. 6 
Crean Beans. iene ioe rnednant +57.8 || Corn meal .____ Se eeieegibi dius +11.7 
Carrots, batch... ann ae 1-56.84: Dean Dutler. occ iv inna +11.6 
Salen, pink. cr ras Ll 36.3 {1 Pork chops... sn a ta +11.6 
Shortening in cartons... .....%-vpumnmnd= 30.01 Lahr eg. fi cane t a densa ented +10.8 
Yard. soci netna iran ES Bread white. 2: Zot Los ie +10. 6 
DE RE RN ER EA LR SERA ash 0 op Me rel 452.3 || Beef: 
Navy Defing. . oni oie sedan danas +46. 4 Round steak... coooevan.ii. +10. 1 
Lettuce, head -+45.3 Rib roast. Joi oc. .tn id sali. +9.8 
Onions 441.5 || Bread, whole-wheat _ +8.2 
Cheese. 439.6 || Pineapple, canned +6.8 
Butter +37.5 || Peas, canned____ +5.3 
Flour, wheat. 437.4 || Bread, rye.__..__ +4.7 
Salt pork i +31.0 || Lamb Rib chops. +4.1 
Milk, evaporated -+30.8 || Roasting chickens. +4.0 
ADDIS. iin a Sa 427.7 [Vi Soda crackers. © ox. ute eit edna at +3.1 
Peachas, commode ooil a rinmaniis 26.4 4 :CaAbbABE sors bn ies bad el mm aE +2.6 
Mille, fresh, Sro0ory . i. et aiadudddwis 0a Corr aes nae +1.1 
Fish, fresh, frozen... ....ic oil amis +20. 4 1 Spinach. ui. tl aie ded ==. 
Milk, frofh, delivered... ioc uinina suns S00. 7.4 Masaront. ha se Laat ape —.1 
Bananas. a nT me a BRD TI RE A A PRR LRT —4.9 
Prunes. iooon.ivanibudinnmdadd ann aenns $91.0. || Sweelpolatoes:. fonmeactcacailicinmanine —18.8         
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Cost of Housefurnishings 

The cost of housefurnishings customarily purchased by wage earn- 
ers and clerical workers in large cities was 15.5 percent higher on 
December 15, 1941, than on September 15, 1939, and 18.4 percent 
higher on February 15, 1942, than in the fall of 1939. Prices of house- 
furnishings, in general, did not rise so rapidly in the period September 
1939 to December 1941 as in the period from July 1914 to November 
1916, in large part because of ceilings established by the Office of 
Price Administration on prices of metals used in the production of 
household equipment and because of warnings to many of the indus- 
tries producing such equipment. Until late in 1941, no ceilings were 
placed on most of the raw materials which go into wooden and uphol- 
stered furniture, and the Bureau’s figures show that prices for medium 
and inexpensive living-room, dining-room, and bedroom suites were 
28 percent higher in December 1941 than in September 1939. On the 
other hand, prices of bedsprings, sewing machines, washing machines, 
vacuum cleaners, electric and gas refrigerators, gas stoves, and radios 
were, on the average, only 8 percent higher. Prices of electric refrig- 
erators and electric-light bulbs were lowered in 1940, and by Decem- 
ber 1941 they had not returned to the level of 1939; however, linoleum 
and felt-base floor coverings were about at that level. 

Blankets, towels, and sheets reflected large purchases by the Army 
and Navy, as well as increased civilian purchases, and prices for this 
group were 25 percent higher in December 1941. 

TABLE 8.— Percentage change from September 15, 1939, to December 15,1941, in cost 
of all housefurnishings included in cost-of-living index 
  

  

  

Percent- Percent- 
Article age Article age 

change change 

Living-10000 SUES. —aencnbndntinimnnmns 133-6 (1 Blankels. ..-ooz i Co RIT +16. 4 
Sheets of or Get et 32.4 1 BedSprings. cone. genie. Seater Sana +14.0 
Bedroom suites: — ora. coh. loo =L2¢.7 1 Brooms... ... Sn Lh En La ee a +12.3 
Pining-room SAIEES.. cies mimea ane +22.8 || Sewing machines... ..c-ecuommeiaa. +6. 4 
TTL ER RR ER A ER 122.0 |! Ico yelrigerators. io i li ie anni, +6.2 
Siidio couehEa cree ane amee -+20.0 [1 Vacaagm.clegners. 2 oC aiiiil. 45.4 
Bloyves. Le +20. N. Gas refrigerators. =. 0. Sl +4.6 
EET de el SE IR CE ZETA BE 0 0 UT eer hoe ame +2.7 
Bugs, wool ool oo a +19.3 || Felt-base floor covering... ___________ +.8 
Washing machines... co anecunis- SHS Linelenm ©] 
CUriaing oss arin dt a em re +17. 7 {} Eleciric relrigernlors. ..cneesesrt anna -7.2 
2 ETT RIL ae chek ASTER We IR RYU NEES hint ote —14.8 
40 EEE RE a a ea See SO ay +16.9         
  

1 No change. : 
Clothing Costs 

In mid-December the moderate-income family’s clothing bill was 
about 15 percent higher than it was at the outbreak of war and in mid- 
February, it was about 18 percent higher. Prices of men’s work 
clothing rose by one-third and women’s percale dresses by nearly one- 
half. These articles have felt the full effect of the diversion of cotton- 
loom capacity to supply the needs of rapidly expanding armed forces. 
Price advances for other cotton products designed for civilian con- 
sumption, however, have been less extreme. 

Mill consumption of wool in the United States in 1941 was almost 
twice as much as the average for the preceding 10 years because of 
Army needs and increased civilian purchases. Men’s wool suits have
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increased 15 percent, but the increases in the retail prices for other 
garments made of wool have been less. 

Shoe prices changed very little until the early fall of 1941 but have 
increased rapidly 15 and 20 percent above the level of prices in 1939. 
The following table shows the changes from September 1939 to 

December 1941.-in prices paid by wage earners and lower-salaried 
workers for some of the more important clothing that compose the 
clothing cost-of-living index. 

TABLE 9.— Percentage change from September 15, 1939, to December 15, 1941, in 

    

  

cost of specified articles of clothing included in cost-of-living index . 

Percent- Percent- 
Article age Article age 

change change 

Men's clothing: Women’s clothing: 
Workshirts ... 0. oii dudiinaeads © 434.1 Percale dressns. i i... ii nmin +45. 6 
Overalls a aa +31.5 Percale yard goods... ...cbue covvas 431.2 
Work trousers. i... ciddvad can iens +22.6 CE RI RR GL LR SEN A +22.8 
Work shoes: ooaiiie dennalian +19. 6 Silk BOSE 2. sor rosea ats +18.6 
Undershirts. cach a il pm ima bats +18.5 CS NAL +14.6 
SLrEel Sh008: oii min sr +16. 6 Ohildren’s Shoes. cone iinaiunssl +14.1 
Wooksmils:- = oli toi +15.3 VON GIESSES. oii an ninims —+13.5 
LE Ee A ER RAE bd lo Sr lS IRE +14.9 Wool Qresses.. ... iii. cunnmnmmmind —+12.4 
Union suitesl 2... i aaa en +13.0 Fur-irimmed coats.......... anuis. +12.0 
Business shirts... cu-vacdunosmmais E17 Ns POEs oe nese de ait +9.4 
POD COME 2 oo dim iim irs mo Moe +10.1 LN in SLC +7.5 
OVercoals. ive. boi sie tin rn evn d aa +10.1 a De eS AT SN +7.3 
SWeaters. oie. sss dit mdi mem md +6. 4 DIAN CORES cmon in a wiht don mn —+7.0 
NeCKIeB i. ov slic iid imam ai's ® SHO TEPMIS. Joi oath era +5.7 

Dry cleaiing.. oi dived Lda +4.5         
  

1 No change. 
Rental Charges 

Increases in rents charged to moderate-income families in large 
cities averaged 3.6 percent from September 15, 1939, to December 15, 
1941, and 4.0 percent to February 15, 1942, 

TABLE 10.— Percentage change in total rental bill of wage earners and clerical 
workers in large cities, September 1939 to December 19/1 
    

  

    

  

Por Per- Per- 
: cent- : cent- : cent- 

City age City age City age 

change change change 

Average: Large cities __ +3.6 || Cleveland. .........____. 8.0: Atlanta. load +2.2 
Bufialo oo... i. +7.9 | Pittsburgh. ~.... +1.9 

Mobileoo vain ann +25.5 || Manchester.____________ +5.9 |! San Francisco___________ +1.8 
Norfolk 2% ci aaa +16.4 || Portland, Oreg.......... +54 |i: Cincinnati... ..... —+1.7 
Birmingham... -+16.0.|| Kansas City.......c..... 4.8 1 Denver... cco..liea. +1.7 
Jacksonville _:........] $13.1 01 Milwaukee.............. 44.0 || Minneapolis... ..._._. “+1.3 
Seatbler 2 io. alain 410.4 |] Chicago... in... iia: +3.7 || Washington. __..._..._. +1.2 
Savannah... .... i... +9.9: ("Boston o.oo he. fades il Richmond... +1.1 
Petrol: o.oo: +9.1 || New Orleans._.._._______ +20 TORSION. vie ra manne +.7 
Indionapolis............ +0, 1 ||: St. Loomis... ocancaiics +2.8 || Los Angeles............ i +.6 
Baltimore. .............. 48.8 || Philadelphia. _____._____ 2:7: New York a. Ll. +.6 
Memphis....ocnieeuna-.. +8.7 || Portland, Maine________ $2.3 || Seranton......cc-aaxiew- +. 1             
  

As shown by table 10, the rate of change, up to the end of 1941, has 
varied greatly from city to city. In cities where production for 
defense purposes has drawn many new workers from other areas, the 
advances have ranged from 5 to 25 percent depending on the avail- 
ability of homes to house low and moderate-income families in 1940, 
and the amount of residential building in the low-rent brackets since 
that time. The most extreme changes have occurred in the South— 

461958°—42 4  
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in Mobile, Norfolk, Birmingham, and Jacksonville—where rents in the 
fall of 1939 were from two-fifths to one-third lower than in the mid- 
twenties. In most cities, the Bureau’s figures show larger-than-aver- 
age increases for homes renting for less than $30, because the demand 
among the defense workers has generally been greatest at this level. 

Fuel, Electricity, and Ice 

Costs for this group of goods were 5.6 percent higher in December 
1941 than in September 1939 and 5.9 percent higher in February 
1942. 

Coal prices have advanced sharply since the outbreak of war. The 
increasing shortage of available tankers has caused fuel-oil prices to 
go up, particularly for cities on tbe Atlantic seaboard. On the 
average, coal prices had increased over 14 percent and fuel-oil prices 
nearly 13 percent between September 1939 and December 1941. On 
the other hand, electricity rates were 2.0" percent lower and gas rates 
1.5 percent lower, as indicated in the accompanying statement: 

Percentage Percentage 
change change 

Golze. | ari ordi +21. 83 Briquets_.._ ~l.5. >. eal ls ©) 
Coal ‘bituminous... i iis... A414. 8. Woodi-. = wi an, ©) 
Codl, anthracite... ...o- 41d. Werogene.... odogie ad bias —1.3 
Fuel ofl 2irres einvmetant e i A Cag na —15 
Lr TA SN IRI ul Mp +4, 6 Eleetrieity oo oeac ccna —2.0 

1 No change. 

Cost of Miscellaneous Goods and Services 

Average costs for miscellaneous goods and services had not risen 
so much as food, clothing, and housefurnishing costs on December 15, 
1941. In December, the index for this group was 6.5 percent higher 
than in September 1939, and on February 15, 1942, 8.2 percent higher. 

Table 11 covers goods and services which make up 60 percent of the 
miscellaneous index. It shows that goods and services covering more 
than half of this index rose in price less than 6.5 percent, dropped, or 
remained stationary between September 1939 and December 1941. 
Thus, railroad fares were lower by 8.5 percent, and cigars by 0.3 per- 
cent. Although there were increases in some cities, on the average 
streetcar fares remeined almost stationary. Motor-oil prices rose 
only 1.9 percent; medical care, on the average, 1.5 percent; and 
household paper, 3.1 percent. The price of newspapers increased 
2.5 percent on the average. 

TABLE 11.— Percentage change from September 15, 1939, to December 15, 1941, 
in cost of specified miscellaneous articles and services included in cost-of-living index 
  

  

  

  

Percent- Percent- 
Article age, Article age 

change change 

Automobiles. lo... aia 15:8 Pires and tRDes. oia.iiinnisducieannen +4.0 
Laundry soap. o. iiss an bil, 10.0 || Household DAper.. vc cuinuciciicnnuan- +3.1 
Movies; adult. o.oo 0a iii. 0. 5. NOW EDDIE. cs i den hitn ile Sw a le ripe +2.5 
Laundry service............oniinaa $8.31 Motor ofl... claus lide i lg, +1.9 
Halrcul, men’s... ie. Jovsonizs min hy 47. 1: {Medical ServiCes. . in. u-isndusc isms inns +15 
Solletgoaps of a ado =}6.7 || Streetcar and bus fares. ........caua-ia.. +.7 
Moolh paste. J... lib ihal linia, 6.3: ||" Postal gerviee. iii. a ena ©) 
Telophione service... .c.uonvacsoniceas 0.0 11: Castor 00] 1 io pmo sk iin same er Sew -1.7 
Cigarettes. i. iiloloa. Aeiialell «5.7 ("Raflroad Iares. . imma i cada nan —8.5 
BET be SRR Gl SOUIROICEIE ON, LAE +5. 6         
  

1 No change.
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Cost of Living in Five Emergency Cities 

Living costs rose, on the average, 14.5 percent between January 1941 
and January 1942 in five cities especially affected by war activities, for 
which the Bureau of Labor Statistics has been making cost-of-living 
surveys. The areas included in this survey are Bridgeport, Conn., 
Corpus Christi, Tex., Gadsden, Ala., South Bend, Ind., and San Diego, 
Calif. Of these five cities the largest rise over the year was reported 
from Gadsden, where total living costs advanced by 17.4 percent. The 
smallest increase was that of 14.5 percent for Corpus Christi. 

These recent changes brought the average increase in living costs 
in these five cities to 16 percent of the average in October 1939, as 
compared with an increase of 11.7 percent, on the average, in large 
cities throughout the country. : 

In all five defense areas included in this survey there has been a 
shortage of dwellings to house the new defense workers still coming 
to these centers. Some public-housing projects have been completed 
in these cities and others are under way. There are striking differ- 
ences among the five cities in the movement of average rental costs. 
Rents in Corpus Christi rose only 1.4 percent over the year, but the 
increase in San Diego was 12.0 percent. 

TABLE 12.— Percentage change in the cost of goods purchased by wage earners and 
lower-salaried workers in & emergency cities from Oct. 15, 1939, to successive 
pricing periods to Jan. 15, 1942 
  

  

  

  

              

Percentage increase or decrease over Oct. 15, 1939, in the cost of— 

City and date Fuel, elec-| House- | proc 
Allitems| Food | Clothing | Rent | tricity, | furnish- | 2 26¢< 

: and ice ings neous 

Bridgeport, Conn. 

+1.0 +2.7 ©] +0. 5 +2.6 —0.6 —0.9 
+.7 —.5 ®) +2.9 +3. 4 +.1 +.4 

+1.3 +.7 —1.2 +3.9 +3.9 +.8 +.8 
+7.8 +12.3 +1.8 +7.3 +4.9 +7.1 +5.3 

+12.2 +14. 5 +15. 4 +9.8 +7.1 +16.2 +10. 9 
+14. 8 +19.9 +16.0 +10. 4 +7. 4 +20.3 +12. 4 

—2.4 —6.6 —+1.3 +1.2 -.9 —2.8 —1.4 
—.3 —-1.5 +1.2 +1.9 —.9 —2.5 -2 
+.8 +.6 +.4 +4.6 —.9 —2.5 +.2 

+5.7 +10.7 +3.4 +5.9 -.9 +2.4 +3.2 
+11.3 +16. 8 +14. 4 +6.0 -.9 +7.8 -+9.6 
+14. 5 +22.2 +19.1 +6. 1 -.9 +13. 4 +11. 5 

—-1.7 —5.0 +1.2 +.9 —2.2 —2.9 -.8 
+.2 — 5 41.1 +1.3 41.9 =2,2 0) 

-+1.3 —+2.4 +1.1 +2.0 +1.9 —2.0 +.5 
+6.3 +11. 6 +4.3 +4.2 +5.2 +5.6 +3.9 

+12.9 +20. 1 +14. 2 +5.9 +8. 4 +13.6 +10.3 
+17. 4 +25. 5 419.2 +10.1 “+11.8 -+16.7 +14. 5 

—.8 -2 ©) ©) —1.8 —1.3 —-2.0 
+.1 —-.3 “2 +1.0 —1.8 —-1.2 +.4 

“+1.0 +.3 —.4 +4.8 —4.3 —. 6 +.9 
—+6.5 +12.5 +.8 +10.9 —8.1 +3.9 +2.8 

+11.9 -+20.9 +7.6 414.3 —8.1 +12. 4 +6.3 
-+16.7 -+29.5 412.9 +17. 4 —8.1 +19.2 +8. 4 

+.3 +.3 +.4 +4.0 —-5.3 —-1.9 —.1 
+2.2 +1.7 +.3 +7.3 —2.1 -1.5 +1.9 
+2.2 +1.6 —.9 +7.9 —-1.9 —-.7 +1.8 
+8.3 +15.2 +1.0 +10. 4 +. 4 +5.7 +4.5 
+12.8 +19.3 +11.8 +12.1 +1.5 +12.3 +9.5 
416.8 +27.9 414.7 +14.1 +1.9 +16. 5 +10. 8     

1 No change.
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Estimated Changes From October 1939 to January 1942 
in Cost of Living in Five Cities in Which Partial 
Price Collections Are Made 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics has made estimates of changes in 
total cost of living for moderate-income families in 5 cities in which 
there has been special interest and for which prices were already being 
collected for the food, fuel, and rent groups of family expenditures. 
The estimates have been made by combining price data on food, fuel, 
and rents in each city with data on average changes in prices for cloth- 
ing, housefurnishings, and miscellaneous goods and services in the 34 
other large cities located throughout the country. Changes in prices 
of food, fuel, and rental costs are likely to vary considerably from city 
to city, while prices of clothing, housefurnishings, and most of the 
miscellaneous goods and services have been following similar trends 
throughout the country. 

Table 13 shows the estimated percentage change in the cost of goods 
purchased by wage earners and lower-salaried workers in these five 
cities from October 15, 1939, to successive pricing periods to 1942. 

During the coming months the Bureau of Labor Statistics will re- 
lease similar estimates for Knoxville, Tenn., Little Rock, Ark., New 
Haven, Conn., Peoria, Ill., and Rochester, N. Y. 

TABLE 13.— Estimated percentage change in cost of goods purchased by wage 
earners and lower-salaried workers in special cities from Oct. 15, 1939, to successive 
pricing periods to 1942 
  

  

  

  

    

Percentage increase or decrease over Oct. 15, 1939, in 
the cost of— 

City and pricing period : 
Fuel, elec- 

All items Food Rent tricity, and 
ice 

Charleston, S. C. 
LTT Ed A A, BA SU A A A BA —0.8 —-2.7 +0.5 +1.1 

Qelober nu. oo fakin dnl tdi aut —. 4 -2.5 +.5 “+1.1 
NOVO DOr re a a —.6 —3.5 +.5 +1.0 
December sob. loadin LE ak —.1 —2.2 +.6 42.0 

78 EEL 5 1 SRL) a SL —.3 —2.6 +1.0 +2.0 
MAY. iain iat bares sie Soe nt aatr +1.6 +1.5 +1.2 +2.0 
ANRASL ade ire aay +5. 4 +9.5 +2.0 +3.7 
ILE aon A oh Be ane Ti LB +8.9 +14. 3 +3.2 +4.7 
November: ro ro pa he la -+9.6 +14. 8 +4. 1 -+5.7 

V2 Rebruarys vd ob ath +13. 6 +20. 6 +12. 2 —+5.7 

-1.4 —4.8 +.1 —-.1 
—.5 —2.8 (©) +.1 
-.7 —3.3 +.1 +.2 
+.7 —. 1 +.2 +.2 

BO WS I Soe Bh Al IN RI aE +3.3 +5.3 +.7 +.2 
Lt dont wt me Ee A LW +8. 4 +14. 9 +1.1 +.2 
BRL BA Sr Ch LL SE +10.3 +17. 6 +1.9 +.5 

1090—0ClODEr. «och oir atin aint ne a —.2 -1.7 +.4 +1.9 
1941—April.______ +2. 5 +3.3 +4.5 42.1 

Julyia=ii.. =+6.9 +11.8 +8.0 +3.5 
August... ?) +11.7 (2) +4.6 
September 2) +14.9 ?) +4.8 
OCHOBEE oh oth cl in vmaia die cid inn smn tin +10. 8 +15.7 +10. 8 +4.8 
November... ri leer oh. ?) +18. 2 ®) +4.8 
BITE Lr ple Se VER SR 0 Sh ENS S04 +12. 2 +17.8 +11. 5 +4.8 

FLEE ETT i a ER Rb ARO +13. 6 +21.0 +11.7 +4.8         
!No change. 2 Data not available.
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TasLe 13.— Estimated percentage change in cost of goods purchased by wage 
earners and lower-salaried workers in special cities from Oct. 15, 1939, to successive 
pricing periods to 1942—Continued 
  

  

  

  

    

        

Percentage increase or decrease over Oct. 15, 1939, in 
the cost of— 

City and pricing period 
Fuel, elec- 

All items Food Rent tricity, and 
ice 

Newark, N. J. 
+1. 4 +3.7 40.2 40.7 
+.3 +.1 +. 4 +1.7 
+.2 —.3 +.5 +2.1 
+.7 +.8 +.5 +2.5 

1941—January +.8 +1.4 +.5 +25 
APril: ais arin ne a ada +23 +4.6 +1.0 +2.1 
AL SRE De i Sb CR Ro —+4.8 +8.9 +2.3 +3.8 
Oetobar. co nena -+8.7 +14.2 +4.7 +5. 4 

LT eh CR A WANN 1h IVE AL 4 +11.2 +19. 1 +5.5 +5. 4 

+.6 +20 +. 6 —-.1 
—.1 —-2.7 +1.4 +3.3 

i +.1 —2.4 +1.6 +3.3 
LEE Re EA A +.5 —. 8 +1.7 43.3 

FeDBRARY. i. fe a ad +.3 —1.5 +1.9 +3.3 
oT ETT Se CE aE a Ce) +3.2 +5.9 +2.6 +3.3 
Jay a aR Ls +5.6 +9. 6 +5.6 +3.3 
October. sont 0 0) oo sia rh +9.9 +13. 2 +12. 1 +5.9 

415TH SEE i i A a I OR +13.3 +19. 6 +15. 4 +5.9 

  

Changes in Cost of Living in Newport News 
to December 1941 

According to a special study, made in view of the particular interest 
in an area especially affected by war activity, living costs in Newport 
News were found to be 16.0 percent higher in December 1941 than in 
September 1940. 

The rise in living costs over the period of a year and a quarter in 
Newport News has been somewhat greater than the average increese 
for the large cities of the country and slightly less than for Norfolk. 
In general, the cities where living costs bave shown the greatest rise 
are those that have been involved most directly in the war effort. In 
both Newport News and Norfolk, increesed employment and higher 
earnings in the shipyards have brought increased patronage to local 
stores, and greater demand on available housing. 

Food.—The 24.5-percent rise in retail food costs between September 
1940 and December 1941 in Newport News, which compares with the 
average advance in the large cities of 16.4 percent and in Norfolk of 
23.5 percent, was due to a general rise in prices of all foods. Prices 
of meats, dairy products, eggs, and most fruits and vegetables showed 
greater increases in Newport News and Norfolk then in the large cities 
es a group. Over the last quarter, food costs rose 3.2 percent in New- 
port News as compared with 2.2 percent in the large cities combined 
and 4.0 percent in Norfolk. 

Clothing.— As in other large cities throughout the country, the 
sharpest advance in clothing prices noted over the period of a year 
and a quarter was in men’s work clothing, particularly overalls, work 
shirts, work trousers, and work shoes. Prices of woolen wearing apparel 
for men and women, and women’s silk hose also rose substantially. 
From September 1940 to December 1941, the total increase in clothing
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costs in Newport News was 14.8 percent, as compared with 13.0 per- 
cent in other large cities and 14.9 in Norfolk. In the last quarter, 
clothing costs in Newport News rose 2.5 percent. 

Rent.—Rents in Newport News moved upward steadily at all rent 
levels, advancing almost 10 percent over the 15-month period. Of 
{bis rise, 1.3 percent occurred in the last quarter. In Norfolk, rent 
increased 15.1 percent over the 15-month period and 6.1 percent 
between September and December 1941. This compares with an 
average rise of only 3.3 percent over the year and a quarter, and 1.3 
percent in the last 3 months in total rental costs to wage-earners in 
the large cities throughout the country. 

Fuel, electricity, and ice.—No change occurred in fuel costs over the 
quarter ending in December 1941, as compared with a seasonal increase 
of 2.8 percent over the corresponding quarter of 1940. 

Housefurnishings.—Prices of housefurnishing goods were 15.7 per- 
cent higher in December 1941 than 15 months earlier. In large Ameri- 
can cities as a whole, the average increase wes 16.5 percent and in 
Norfolk 19.3 percent. Prices of towels, sheets, radios, and suites of 
furniture such as bedroom, living-room, and dining-room suites ad- 
vanced considerably. From September to December 1941, costs of 
housefurnishings increased 3.7 percent in Newport News, while in 
large cities they rose 4.3 percent and in Norfolk, 5.5 percent. 

Miscellaneous.—The cost of miscellaneous goods and services in- 
creased 4.2 percent between September and December 1941 and were 
then 12.5 percent above their level in September 1940. The sharp 
advances during this period were due in part to higher prices for serv- 
ices and to the defense tax imposed on October 1, 1941, affecting 
particularly automobiles, tires, tubes, movies, telephone and railroad 
rates, and toilet goods. 

TABLE 14.— Percentage change in the cost of goods purchased by wage earners.and 
lower-salaried workers in Newport News, Va., from September 1940 to December 
1941. 
  

  

  

    

  

Fuel 3 
’ | House-| Mis- 

Date AL | pooq | Cloth- | gong | elecs | pynish-l cella- 
items ing tricity, : 

and ice) IDES neous 

September 1940 to December 1941_ ___________ +16.0 | 424.5 | 4+14.8 +9.7! 47.5 | +15.7 +12.5 

September 1940 to December 1940_ ___________ +1.3 +2:3 (1) +12] 42.8 +.1 +. 4 
December 1940 to March 1941. ____________. +1.8( 43.9 41.5] +20 ©) —.3 +.3 
March 1941 t0 June 194)... ee oceans fa d-L 6 7.8 2.1 23 1) +2.7 +4.9 
June 194] to September 1941... ....  cee...i.l. +4.5| 45.2 48.1 +2.6| +4.5| 48.9 +2.3 
September 1941 to December 1941____________ 43.0 43.2 +2.5| +1.3 +.1 +3.7 +4.2             
  

1 Ne change. 

Changes in Cost of Living in 11 Small Cities to 
December 1941 

Average living costs in the 11 small cities rose 10.8 percent between 
December 15, 1940, and December 15, 1941, as compared with 9.7 
percent in the large cities. The rise brought the level of living costs 
in the small cities to a point 13.7 percent above June 1939. 

The advances have differed considerably from city to city according 
to the industrial character of the community. In general, the small 
cities where living costs have shown the greatest rise are those that
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nave been involved most directly in the war effort. Increases over 
the 2)s-year period ranged from 11.0 percent in Bloomington, Ind., 
to 16.5 percent in Chester, S. C. The comparatively large rise in 
the cost of living in Chester is explained by the presence of nearby 
military encampments, which brought increased patronage to local 
stores, and by higher earnings in the textile mills. Prices in Clinton, 
Towa, Battle Creek, Mich., and Lebanon, Pa., have also been affected 
by increased consumer incomes, and the purchases by men at nearby 
army camps have influenced the trend in Battle Creek and Lebanon. 

The survey of 11 small cities has been made by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics at the request of the Office of Price Administration 
in order to supplement the Bureau's survey in larger cities. This 
survey in the small cities is being extended at the present time to 9 
additional cities, and will hereafter cover 20 typical communities 
ranging in population from 5,000 to 50,000. 

Table 15 gives the percentage change in ‘the cost of goods purchased 
by wage earners and lower-salaried workers in 11 small cities from 
June 15, 1939, to successive pricing periods to December 15, 1941. 

TABLE 15.— Percentage change in the cost of goods purchased by wage earners and 
lower-salaried workers in 11 small cities from June 15, 1939, to successive pricing 
periods to Dec. 15, 1941 
    

  

  

  

              

Percentage increase or decrease over June 15, 1939, in the cost of— 

City and date Fuel, elec-| House- | pric) 
Allitems | Food |Clothing| Rent | tricity, | furnish- | | 19001 

and ice ings Aneons 

Battle Creek, Mich. 

1939 =Dee. 5. = o-oo 40.9 +1.4 0.1 +0.1 +3.5 0) +0.5 
3040=ue 15 PARA I SR +1.6 +3.9 -+.3 -.1 +3.9 —-3.1 +1.1 

+3.9 +6.5 +.4 +2.3 4-6. 6 —3.6 +4.1 
-+5.1 +8. 4 = +4.8 +6. 6 —-2.7 —+4.4 
48.9 +15.8 +2.2 +5. 7 +6. 6 -.3 +8.3 
+13.3 +22. 1 +11.8 +7.2 +12.6 +5. 1 410.4 
+15.7 +23. 4 +15.9 +7.4 +12.8 +11.1 +14.7 

+1.1 +2.5 +.3 +.5 +1.9 —-.5 +.3 
+1.0 +3.4 +.8 +.6 4.3 —4.6 —.1 
42.3 47.2 +.4 +. 4 —-.9 -5.0 +.9 
+2.7 +8.3 4.8 +.4 -2.0 —4.9 +1.1 
+5. 8 4-16. 2 +2.2 +.4 —2.0 -—2.4 +2.2 
+8. 2 +20. 6 +6. 4 +.5 —. 4 +2.5 43.2 

+11. 0 +24. 2 +11.9 -+.3 +.2 +7.3 +6. 1 

+3.5 +6.5 +.1 +7.7 43.3 +1.0 +.7 
+1.5 +1.1 +1.1 +12. 1 0) -1.9 —13 
+3.7 +5. 2 +1.4 +12.1 +3.3 —1.3 +.6 
+5.7 +11.1 +15 +12. 2 43.2 +1.5 +1.1 
+8.1 +16. 5 +3.8 +12.3 +3.2 +3. 2 +2.3 

+13.0 +25. 4 +15. 6 +13.0 +5.0 +10. 5 +3.4 
+16. 5 +31.2 +17.8 +13.8 +6. 1 +13.6 +7.0 

Clarksburg, W. Va. 

1939-—Dee. 15... cocoa —-.2 —.6 +.1 -.1 0] —.6 +.1 
100-0 i 1 RAE ARE ALR, Ton cf +.3 +1.3 == 2 —-.2 —-.9 —.8 +.1 

ABS ae +2.2 +5.1 +.3 ©] +.7 +.3 +1.8 
1941— Mar. 15 eid entnaitess +3.0 +7.3 +.3 ®) +.7 +.5 “+2.1 

Junedd. i. aie ates 46.5 +16. 6 +1.4 +.2 —1.4 +4.9 +3.7 
Seb 15. aia dhaan +9. 6 +19.9 +11.6 +.4 —1.4 +11.7 +5.9 
Dec. 15...c0. tarinaaiiee +12. 8 +24. 6 415.9 +.9 —1.4 +15. 8 +9.5 

1 No change.
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TaBLE 15.— Percentage change in the cost of goods purchased by wage earners and 
lower-salaried workers in 11 small cities from June 15, 1939, to successive pricing 
periods to Dec. 15, 1941—Continued 
  

  

  

  

Percentage increase or decrease over June 15, 1939, in the cost of— 

City and date ; 3 Fuel, elec-| House- | pric 
Allitems| Food lothing ent tricity, | furnish- 3 

and ice ings laneous 

Clinton, Iowa 

1030-0, 10.5. itn. ii, +1.3 +1.8 +0.1 ®) +5.7 40.7 +0.8 
1040—Iune ly. ... 1.0. 00 a. -+2.0 +3.7 +.3 +1.3 +3.6 —1.6 +1.2 

Dec 15le JS) oi +4.7 +8.9 +.3 +3.4 +5.7 —1.8 +3.1 
1941—Mar. 15. oi +5.8 -+11.0 4.3 +5. 4 +7.1 —1.5 +3.3 

ake 3 TRE LC ECE re +10. 3 +20. 5 +1.2 +9.1 +6. 5 +1.4 +6. 0 
Sept Bs ea +12.8 +22. 4 +11.0 +9.9 +10. 0 +7.8 +6. 8 
Dée. 1550.0 arn Xl +15.9 +25.9 +13. 4 +10.6 +10. 0 +10. 0 +12.0 

Globe, Ariz. 

1939—=Dge. IT Lot er] +1.8 +7.1 +.3 ©) —-2.2 —.2 —.1 
1940—Iune dd... aide. —.2 +2.0 +.3 +.2 —7.3 —3.6 —-.7 

+2.3 +9.1 +.5 +.2 —7.6 —3.8 +1. 2 
+2.1 +8. 2 +.9 4.3 —7.6 —3.8 +1.3 
+6. 4 +19. 5 +1.6 +2.0 —2.6 +. 2 +2. 4 
+9.8 +25. 8 +10. 0 +2. 4 —2.6 +7.6 +3.2 

+13. 5 +30. 8 -+13.2 +3. 4 —2.6 +12.7 +7.8 

+1.0 +2.1 +.3 +.6 +.1 —.2 +.7 
41.0 42.8 +.2 +1.2 —.8 —3.0 +.4 
42.4 —+4.8 +.9 +1.6 41.3 2.4 “+2.1 
+3.2 +5.8 +2.1 +2.0 +1.3 —1.3 +2.9 
47.4 +16. 6 -+3.0 +2.0 +2.8 +2.1 +4.3 
411.6 422.9 +11.1 +3.0 -+5.4 48.2 -+6.6 
+14.6 426.0 +15.3 44.0 +5.4 +15. 5 +10. 5 

+.7 +1.6 4 Ais ® 44.6 —.2 —-.5 
+1.4 +4.1 +.3 +.1 42.1 —. 4 —.2 
42.5 +6.0 +.4 —.1 +2.7 —. 6 +1.6 
42.7 +5.9 +.9 +.3 +2.3 +.6 41.7 
+5.3 +12.8 +1.9 ©) 42.1 +2.9 43.0 
-+9.9 +21.3 +6. 4 +.6 +5.0 +7.7 +6.5 

+13.0 +24. 1 +12.3 +1.2 +3.1 +15.1 +11.0 

+.6 +1.4 +.2 +.2 —.4 +.1 +.4 
+.7 +2.3 “+1.0 +1.1 -1.9 -3.3 —.1 

+1.8 +3.9 +.9 41.3 —.1 —3.2 —+1.4 
+2.1 +5.1 +1.6 +1.1 —-.1 -3.7 +1.2 
+6. 4 +14.9 +2.3 +1.8 +.3 —.8 +3.6 

-+10.0 -+20.0 +11.6 —+2.0 +2.7 +7.6 +5.2 
+12.5 422.8 +16.3 +2.2 +1.5 +13.0 +8.3 

+.7 +1.3 +.1 —.3 +3.1 +.3 ®) 
+.7 +2.2 +.5 —-.3 +.1 2.7 +.3 

+1.1 -+1.9 +.5 —-.2 +1.9 —2.1 +1.4 
+2. 2 +3.9 4.8 +.2 41.9 +.4 -+2.3 
+5.8 411.6 42.8 +.5 —. 5 —+6.9 —+4.9 

+10. 3 +17. 5 -+15.0 +1.7 +2. 9 +14. 4 46.6 
+12. 7 +19. 6 +18.6 “+2.0 -+3.4 418.3 410.1 

=. 6 =-1.7 {0 (0) oO iS +.3 
+.9 +4. 2 (1) 1) —.3 —2.1 —.3 

+1.7 +4.3 +.1 —-.2 —.3 —1.5 +1.7 
+2.9 +8. 2 +.2 —. 1 —.6 —.6 +2.0 
+5.3 +14. 3 “+1.5 1) —3.4 “+2. 1 +3.4 
—+9. 6 +22.9 +10.7 (1) —-3.7 411.0 +4.7 

+12.7 +25. 5 +13.1 4.1 +4.1 -+13.0 +8.9                 
  

1No change. 

Data similar to the foregoing for nine other small cities ® are being 
currently prepared and will be released during the coming months. 

8 Falls City, Nebr., Goldsboro, N. C., Jonesboro, Ark., Oconto, Wis., Stillwater, Okla., Torrington 
Conn., Vicksburg, Miss., Watertown, S. Dak., and Zanesville, Ohio.
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Changes in Living Costs of Federal Employees in 
Washington, D. C., from December 1940 to December 
1941 

Living costs of Federal employees and {hair families in Washington, 
D. C., increased 8.6 percent during the year 1941. This was slightly 
less than the 10-percent increase shown by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics’ indexes of living costs for wage earners and lower-salaried 
workers in Washington between December 1940 and December 1941. 

The general price rise was most sharply felt by families of custodial 
employees for whom food requires a larger portion of the family in- 
come than that spent by Federal employees with higher earnings. 
Food prices have been rising faster than prices of other goods. For 
custodial employees, the average rise in all costs was 9.6 percent. 
Living costs of employees living as single individuals showed the 
second largest advance, 9.2 percent, while the increase for families 
of employees in the CAF and professional services were 8.5 and 8.4 
percent respectively. 

The special study on which these figures are based is conducted 
annually in Washington by the Bureau of Labor Statistics by pricing, 
in representative stores, a list of the most important goods bought by 
Federal employees and their families. This list of expenditures and 
their relative importance in budgets of Federal workers in Washing- 
ton were determined by a study made in the fall of 1933 of the ex- 
DERA] fires of 336 families of Federal employees and 123 single indi- 
viduals. 

Food.—Prices for nearly all types of food in the family market 
basket rose over the year, with the largest increases reported for 
fresh fruits and vegetables, pork, lard, coffee, and sugar. 

For custodial employees for whom food costs represented 34.3 
percent of total expenditures for living, there was a 16.9 percent rise 
in these costs. The 16 percent rise in food costs for professional 
employees as a group was considerably less important since foods 
constitute only 24.9 percent of their total expenditures. 

Clothing.—Clothing costs for all Federal employees averaged 16.7 
percent higher in December 1941 than in December 1940. As in the 
rest of the country, prices of cotton work clothing rose most rapidly. 

Housing.—Housing costs for Federal employees were 1.3 percent 
higher, on the average, at the end of the year. For employees living 
as single individuals, who largely rent furnished rooms, the increase 
in housing costs was much above the average, almost 4 percent 
higher than a year earlier. Of the employees living in family groups, 
it was again-the custodial employees who experienced the sharpest 
rise. The increase of 1.5 percent in housing costs for that group com- 
pares with an increase of only 0.9 percent for other employees with 
basic salaries of less than $2,500 and 0.7 percent for employees with 
basic salaries over $2,500. 

Household operation. — The rise in the cost of household operation 
for all types of Federal employees was due to increases of approxi- 
mately 5 percent in coal prices, of 5 to 7 percent in laundry service, 
and of 6 percent in telephone rates (the latter as a result of the de- 
fense excise tax as of October 1, 1941). The 10- to 15-percent in- 
crease in the cost of domestic service was less significant in the family 
budget of the custodial group than for other groups of Federal em-
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ployees; on the other hand, the average rise of nearly 20 percent in 
the prices of cleaning supplies was more important in the spending of 
custodial families. 

Furnishings and equipment.—On the average, costs of furnishings 
and equipment increased about 16 percent. As in the rest of the 
country, prices of suites of furniture, sheets, and towels advanced 
rapidly. ; 
Transportation.— The average rise of more than 11 percent in trans- 

portation costs reflects the higher cost of buying, maintaining, and 
operating automobiles at the end of 1941 than in December 1940. 
In the transportation costs of families of custodial employees and 
employees living as single individuals, automobiles are less important 
than the expenditure for streetcar and bus fares. Since no increase 
occurred in 1941 in the cost of public transportation, the advance in 
total transportation costs for these two groups was less than for other 
Federal employees. 
Personal care.—Rising costs of barber- and beauty-shop services 
and of toilet articles increased the cost of personal care nearly 10 per- 
cent, on the average, for all Federal employees in Washington. Ac- 
cording to reports to the Bureau, the cost of haircuts in barber shops 
patronized by Negroes rose about 30 percent in 1941, while the cost 
of haircuts for men in barber shops with white patronage increased 
about 20 percent, and the price of women’s haircuts remained un- 
changed. - 

Recreation.—Higher admission prices to movies contributed to the 
advance of 3.1 percent in the average costs of recreation of various 
kinds. 

COST OF LIVING IN 1941 

TaBLE 16.— Percentage change in cost of goods purchased by Federal employees in 
Washington, D. C., Dec. 15, 1940, to Dec. 15, 1941 
  
  

  

  

  

Employees living in family groups 

: Employees 
Custodial Other em- Other em- Rid 

Item a ont employees ployees ployees Lying 23 
poy, with basic | with basic | with basic | SRE° a 

salaries of salaries of salaries of lviaun:s 
less than less than $2,500 and 
$2,500 $2,500 over 

CT +8.6 +9.6 +8.5 +8.4 +9.2 

Pood is senda nar +16.2 416.9 +16.2 -+16.0 -+16.3 
Clothing wu -mostia, Fo Su -+16.7 +17.8 +16.7 +16.3 +16. 4 
Hoasihg  Jrie iriioasaiiibias +1.3 +1.5 +.9 +.7 43.8 
Household operation___________. +5.7 +4.2 +5.2 +6.3 +6.5 

Furnishings and equipment _ ____ +15.9 +16.3 +15.9 +15.8 +14.3 
Pransportation. ct. lila. Lo +11.1 +7.7 +11.8 +12.7 +6.1 
Personnjeares: oi ond le +9.8 +14.2 +9.3 +10. 1 +8.6 
Meodicaleare.. cnaut acdc int +.2 +.5 +.2 +.2 +.1 

Heereation. avian iil +3.1 +4.2 +3.1 +2.9 +3.0 
Pormal sduestion.. ..-....--x-- ©) ® ® ® ® 
TAfe insurance. cai. d bindu: +1.9 +2.0 +1.9 +2.0 +1.9 
Retirementfund--. 7 ©] ® ® ® ®           
  

1 No change.



TABLE 17.—Indexes of cost of goods purchased by Federal employees in Washington, D. C., January 1928 through Dec. 15, 1941 

[Average 1935-39=100] 

ALL EMPLOYEES 
  
  

  

    

                                

  

  

    

Gro Janu- | March |Decem-| June Nov. | Mar. [July 15, |Oct. 15, |Jan. 15, |Apr. 15,| Dec. 15,| Dec. 15,| Dec. 15,| Dec. 15,| Dec. 15,| Dec. 15, 
D ary 1928) 1933 |ber 1933] 1934 |15,1934|15,1935| 1935 1935 1936 193 193i 193 193 19 194 1941 

AN itomed ea aa 112.1 92.7 95.3 96.9 97.9 98.8 98. 4 98.9 99. 2 98. 4 99.9 102.0 100. 3 99. 6 100. 7 109. 4 

0 IRR aE PC Net I 123.7 87.6 90.0 93. 4 97.2 101.3 101. 4 102. 0 101.9 98.7 101.0 102.9 97.5 95.3 98. 6 114.6 
CIOtiNg a aT 114.0 76. 4 95.1 96. 5 96. 5 94.8 94.5 94. 6 95.3 95. 1 99.9 105.3 101.7 102. 6 103. 2 120. 4 
Housing. Joe. iat al 109. 8 100. 5 96. 5 96.9 97.5 97.5 97.7 98.0 98.5 98.8 100. 1 101.5 101.1 100. 7 100. 8 102.1 
Household operation. --.. .... cco. bo Jd 116. 2 101. 3 102. 2 100. 5 102.3 100.9 98.1 100. 6 100. 5 99. 6 99. 8 100. 5 100. 3 98.8 99.0 104. 6 

Furnishings and equipment.............. 101.9 v2.7 89.0 93.1 93.0 92.9 93.0 04. 2 95. 4 95.8 99.7 105.5 101. 8 104. 6 105.9 122.7 
Prdnsportation. «obo Lies Luiiull 108.2 94.9 95.9 99.8 98.1 98.7 98. 5 98.0 99.3 100.0 96. 1 102.0 102.9 100. 4 97.1 107.9 
Personaleares ai 117.4 105. 5 104.0 100. 1 97.3 97.0 96.8 96. 3 95.5 95.4 103. 8 101.6 100.7 101.0 100. 4 110. 2 
Medical Care. ina nev i dhe ia ata s 103. 2 99.1 99.0 99.1 100. 0 100. 4 100. 2 100. 1 99.7 99.7 99.9 99.9 100.0 100. 4 100. 5 100.7 

RE Cra ION oe a ah ati ath San wee 105.9 96. 6 97.6 100. 2 98.0 97.5 7.0 97.0 97.1 97.1 97.7 97.9 104. 2 105.0 109. 2 112.6 
Formaledueation. .. ou. ibn cerns nasa 91.1 98. 2 98.5 98.5 98. 6 98. 6 98. 8 98.9 98.9 98.9 100. 6 100. 6 100. 6 100. 6 100. 6 100. 6 
Tileinsuramee = oa aan of 92. 5 97. 4 97.6 98. 2 98. 2 98.7 99.3 99.3 100. 2 99.8 100. 4 99. 2 100. 9 101.1 102. 8 104. 8 
Retirementiond. 5. oli eal 05 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 

EMPLOYEES LIVING IN FAMILY GROUPS 

Custodial employees with basic salaries of less than $2,500 

Aldtems oo died a 114.7 90. 4 95.0 96.3 98.2 | 100.1 99.8 | 100.7 | 100.3 98.7.) 100.2; 101.7 99.2 98.3 99. 5 109. 1 

} 3 IRR ae RE NY Se eh TA Dh 125.8 81.6 87.6 91.1 96. 5 103. 1 103. 0 104. 8 103. 6 98.9 102..1 102. 6 95.7 93.3 95.7 111.9 
Clothing. oc a aia ny 110.9 72.6 94.3 98. 2 97. 4 96. 5 96. 2 96. 4 96. 8 96. 4 99. 6 103. 5 101. 4 102. 4 103.0 121.3 
Housing o.oo ni 113.0 102. 2 99.5 98. 8 98. 5 98.5 99.3 99. 3 99.3 99. 4 99. 5 101.0 100. 7 100. 3 101.0 102. 5 
Household-operation..i-. ool... itu ce. 117.5 102.8 103.9 101. 2 103.7 102. 5 97.5 100. 8 100. 6 100. 2 99.9 100. 1 100. 2 98.0 98.5 102. 6 

Furnishings and equipment _ _____________ 102.0 71.5 89.1 93.1 92.9 92.8 93.0 94. 2 95.7 96. 2 99.9 105.7 101. 2 104. 4 105.9 123.2 
Pr AnSportation. aaa 98.1 91.3 93.0 95.0 95.6 97.7 97.4 96.3 97.2 97.7 96.0 | 103.0 ( 103.7 | 102.3 | 100.8 108. 6 
POrSDRAL CaO. io mei den diene stir untin 123.4 113. 6 114.9 106. 9 102.0 101.3 101.0 100. 3 99.1 99.3 100. 0 100. 4 98.3 102. 2 102.9 117.5 
Medical care. lcocy ieiinicadaiaatanty 102.1 100. 5 100.0 100. 2 100. 5 100. 5 100. 4 100. 3 99.5 99. 6 99.7 99.7 100. 3 100. 4 100. 4 100.9 

Rerreatlon. i cn nan db bd het 102. 5 95. 7 97.2 | 100.3 99. 6 98.5 98. 2 98. 1 98. 2 98. 2 93.4 100.0 102.74 103.0) 107.7 112.2 
Formal education. wn. vada i di 90.8 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 100.0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 
Life insurance mL TR AR nA Re 92.5 97. 4 97.6 98.1 98. 1 98.7 99.3 99.3 100. 2 99.8 100. 4 99. 2 100. 9 101.1 102.7 104.8 
Retirementfund aot iio to 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 1060. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0                                   
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TABLE 17.—Indezxes of cost of goods purchased by Federal employees in Washington, D. C., January 1928 through Dec. 15, 19/1—Con. 

EMPLOYEES LIVING IN FAMILY GROUPS—Continued 

[Average 1935-39=100] 

Grou Janu- | March |Decem-| June | Nov. | Mar. |July 15, Oct. 15, |Jan. 15, Apr. 15,| Dec. 15,| Dec. 15,| Dec. 15,| Dec. 15,| Dec. 15,| Dec. 15, 
p ary 1928) 1933 |ber 1933] 1934 |15,1934|15,1935| 1935 1935 1936 1936 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 

Other employees with basic salaries of less than $2,500 

AROS ae doin inden ie manana nnnss 112.1 92.0 95.0 96.7 97.6 98.5 98. 5 98.8 99.1 98. 2 100. 0 102. 2 100. 4 99.7 100. 6 109. 2 

00 nn i SE dm 124.5 85.5 89.1 94.0 97.0 101.7 102.8 102. 6 102. 1 98.5 101. 1 102.9 97.1 94.7 98.1 114.0 
Clothing ea Sl Se LN I pe 113.7 75.8 94. 6 96. 1 96. 3 94.3 94. 0 94.1 94.8 94.7 100. 1 105. 6 101.9 102. 8 103. 4 120.7 
Housing .....5... G-RrR=c=i-saS-citizociod 108.9 100. 2 96. 3 96. 4 96.9 97.1 97.2 97.6 98. 4 98.7 100. 2 101. 6 101.3 100. 9 100. 8 101.7 
Household operation. ..........-cueinaas- 115.7 100. 9 101.9 100. 1 101.9 100. 5 97.8 100. 0 99.9 99. 2 99.6 101.0 100. 5 99.1 99. 2 104. 4 

Furnishings and equipment. _________.__. 102. 4 7342 89. 4 93.3 93. 2 93.1 93. 2 94.3 95. 6 96. 0 090.7 105.4 '10l.7 | 104.21 103.4 122. 2 
I nSPOrIalIoN. oi. iain c ante ian it 107.8 93.3 94.8 98.9 97.5 98.1 97.8 97.3 98.7 99.5 96. 1 102. 4 103. 2 100. 8 97.6 109.1 
Porsopaleote. .o..  ceode abe cua in 118.2 105.7 | 103.7 99.5 96.8 96.5 96.3 95.8 95.0 04.9 | 104.207 101.7 101.10 101.0. [ 100.3 109. 6 
Medical oars. ocean rine Si bras 103. 1 98.6 98.8 99.0 100. 0 100. 4 100. 2 100. 1 99.7 99.7 99.9 99.9 100. 0 100. 3 100. 4 100. 6 

Recreation ._ _ Fa sSmsrTse=s==osbzonoloooc zs 106. 5 96. 8 98.0 100. 2 98.3 97.7 97.2 97.2 97.3 97.3 97.9 100. 2 103.7 104.5 108. 8 112. 2 
Formal education _ Pa Ee Le 90.5 97.8 98.3 98.3 98. 4 98. 4 98.7 98.8 98.8 98.8 100. 6 100. 6 100. 6 100. 6 100. 7 100. 7 
Life insurance ___- ANG abt EA ae a] 92.5 97.4 97.6 98.1 98.1 98.7 99.3 99.3 100. 2 99.8 100. 4 99. 2 100.9 101. 1 102.8 104.8 
Retirement Igngd. ....c-onu-nnumnnnisnsenns 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 

Other employees with basic salaries of $2,500 and over 

AN HemE aaa ns 112.0 91.8 95.0 96. 4 97.9 98.7 98.0 98.8 99.3 98.3 99.9 102. 2 100. 4 99.7 100. 6 109. 1 

Food IEE a RE AR pl 125.7 85.4 88.8 91.4 97.3 101. 5 99.9 101.5 102. 4 98.5 101.1 103. 5 97.3 95.0 98. 4 114.1 
Clothing. .ocuoonaa doit sia 113.5 76.4 95. 2 96. 6 96.7 95.1 94.8 94.9 95.5 95. 4 99.8 105.3 101.5 102. 4 103. 2 120.0 
Housing... .. ii ociniisceasionils ames 108. 3 99.1 095. 4 96. 3 97.2 97.2 97.5 97.7 98.3 98. 6 100. 2 101.8 101. 2 100. 5 100. 3 101.0 
Household operation. .......ce-ieitnene-- N77 101.0 101.8 100. 2 102. 2 100. 8 98.0 101.0 100.9 99.7 99.8 100. 3 100. 3 98.8 99.1 105.3 

Furnishings and equipment _ _____________ 101.9 72.7 88.8 93.0 92.9 92.8 92.9 94.1 95.3 95. 6 99.6 | 105.5 ( 101.9 | 104.8 | 106.0 122.8 
ANSOOLIatION Lo ioc i disso lanes cannes 110. 4 93. 2 95.3 100. 1 97.3 97.9 97.8 97.3 98.9 99.5 96. 6 102.7 102. 8 100. 5 96.9 109. 2 
Personal i A RR CASE AUR ES 114.9 104.1 103.1 99.4 96. 5 96. 2 96.0 95.5 94. 6 94. 6 104. 6 101.8 101.2 101.2 100.9 111.1 
Neda) COLO iis acme ammo win nl mim es 104.0 99. 5 99.1 99. 2 100. 1 100. 4 100. 2 100. 1 99.7 99.7 99.9 99.9 99.9 100. 5 100. 6 100. 8 

Recreation _ rR RE 106. 4 95. 4 96. 4 99.6 97.4 97.0 96. 4 96. 4 96. 5 96. 5 97.2 99.7 105. 2 106. 1 110.0 113. 2 
Formal CANCION. oo oem as mm is 92.1 98. 6 98. 6 98. 6 98.7 98.7 98.8 98. 8 98.8 98.8 100. 6 100. 6 100. 6 100. 6 100. 6 100. 6 
Life INSURANCE. a ici inbienaniubatanan, 92.5 97.4 97.6 98.1 98.1 98.7 99. 3 99. 3 100. 2 99. 8 100. 3 99. 2 100. 9 101. 1 102.7 104.8 
Retirement fund... ......icouniiiinnuand 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. 0 100.0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 100. 0                                 
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EMPLOYEES LIVING AS SINGLE INDIVIDUALS 
  

  
      
  

FUER Ler ah RAR CS ad ARE SE 1.1 98.1 97.9 98.4 98.7 98.8 98.8 08. | 98.9 

HLT I I 8 A SO RI 116.5 100.8 96.0 96.8 97.7 99.1 99.3 99.5 99.5 
Clothingy or eer ol aaiine: 116.9 79.4 96. 5 96. 4 96. 4 94.6 94.3 94.3 95.3 
HOUSING [aioe a nied aban aku Ses 114.5 103.8 98.2 98.3 99. 5 99.4 99.4 99.3 98. 6 
Household operation... ..... ou. cic onnn- 109.2 | 103.4 103.9 103.7 103.61 101.6 | --101.5 101.9 101.9 

Furnishings and equipment_ _____________ 97.8 68.7 86.0 90.7 91.2 91.4 91.6 93.3 94.5 
Pransporiation.. .o. ....... ice iasd 107.4 105.7 101.6 103.4 102.8 103.1 102.9 102. 6 103.3 
Porsonalieare. i. icine 117.0 104.3 101.7 99.8 98.0 977 97.6 97.2 96. 5 
MedicalGare. ... otis ide senna aun 102.2 98. 4 98.7 98.7 99.9 100. 2 100.0 99.9 99. 6 

IEA TAT | A I A AN EN SLR a 105.3 98.0 98.8 100. 9 97.8 97.5 97.1 97.1 97.2 
Formalefueation 2. 2 iii Lol k 90. 4 97.8 08.3 98.3 98. 4 98.4 98.7 98. 8 98.8 
Tie insurance. oe oct i coal 92.5 97.4 97.6 98.2 98. 2 98.7 99.3 99.3 100. 2 
Retirement fund... coo. inne uiiinads 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0                                 
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34 COST OF LIVING IN 1941 

City Coverage 

The cities in which the Bureau of Labor Statistics collects data on 
changes in living costs are listed below. The data available for these 
cities show changes in the cost of all goods and services purchased 
by wage earners and lower-salaried workers. Where figures are 
released quarterly only, the name of the city is followed by (Q); where 
monthly, by (M). 

For some cities in which prices are not obtained for all the goods 
included in the Bureau’s regular indexes, estimates of changes in living 
costs are computed on the basis of food, fuel, and rental costs. The 
names of these cities are followed by (*). For other cities, estimates 
are now available until such time as pricing for all important articles 
of family spending is begun. The names of these cities are followed 
by (*%). 

TABLE 18.— Cities for which prices are obtained for Bureaw of Labor Statistics 
cost-of-living index 
  

  

  

State City State City 

Alabama: 0 was Birmingham (M). Nebraska £2. .ol.0n Falls City (Q).! 
Gadsden (Q). Omaha (Q).**! 
Mobile (Q). Nevada. tooo ..oiuic. Las Vegas (Q).! 

Arizonn: oo tiosne Globe (Q). New Hampshire ___.__ Manchester (Q). 
Arkansas Lo. lice Jonesboro (Q).1 New Jersey........... Newark (Q).** 

Little Rock (Q).*! Vineland (Q). 
California =. loo .edl Los Angeles (M). New York..........us Buffalo (M). 

San Diego (Q). New York (M). 
San Francisco (M). Oswego (Q). 
San Francisco suburbs Rochester (Q).* 1! 

2 North Carolina. ...... Goldsboro (Q).1 
Colorado -............ Denver (M). {7 BIS RE SLL Cincinnati (M). 
Connecticut... _____._| Bridgeport (Q). Cleveland (M). 

New Haven (Q).*1! Zanesville (Q).1 
Torrington (Q).1 Oklahoma. ..-........ Stillwater (Q).! 

District of Columbia._| Washington (M). i Re AE Portland (Q). 
Florida. toc Jacksonville (Q). Pennsylvania_________ Lebanon (Q).! 
Georgia... cacao. Atlanta (Q). Philadelphia (M). 

Savannah (M). Pittsburgh (M). 
HMinois. o.oo: Chicago (M). Scranton (Q). 

Mattoon (Q). South Carolina________ Charleston (Q).** 
Peoria (Q).1 * Chester (Q).! 

Indiang.- -__.;__: “~_} Bloomington (Q). South Dakota......... Watertown (Q).1 
Indianapolis (Q). MT eNNeSter. uve eas Knoxville (Q).* 1 
South Bend (Q Memphis (Q). 

Yowtoit ic uel cies Clinton (Q) TeXa8. iodine Saat Corpus Christi (Q). 
Nas... da a Wichita (Q).** Dallas (Q).* 
Kentucky... .....o0 Louisville (Q)* Houston (M). 
Louisiana. .... a... New Orleans (Q). Nireinia ooo. oa Newport News (Q). 
Maine oo. cai Portland (Q). Norfolk (Q). 
Maryland. ..- 5. 2. Baltimore (M). Richmond (Q). 
Massachusetts. ______ Boston (M). Washington............ Seattle (M). 
Michigan =. %.:... Battle Creek (Q). Walla Walla (Q).! 

: Detroit (M). West Virginia... Clarksburg (Q). 
Minnesota. - 5 ie. Minneapolis (M). Wisconsin: = ..o > oc Milwaukee (Q). 
Mississippi... i... Vicksburg (Q).1 2 Oconto (Q).1 
Missouri o:......... Kansas City (M).   St. Louis (M).       
  

1 Data available in 1942. 

Estimated Intercity Differences in Cost of Living, 
December 15, 1941 

To compare the cost of living in different cities of the country, a 
standard budget was established by the Works Progress Administra- 
tion in order to measure the cost of approximately the same level of 
living, and to avoid differences due entirely to variations in income
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and in local habits and customs. The figures presented in the attached 
tables give a comparison based upon this standard budget, at a “main- 
tenance’’ level for 33 cities. 

This is not an official budget of the Department of Labor, nor does 
it represent a recommended standard of living. This budget was pre- 
pared and its cost in each of 59 cities in March 1935 was computed 

y the Division of Social Research of the Works Progress Administra- 
tion. Since 1939, the figures have been kept up to date by the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. For this purpose, the Bureau has utilized its 
regularly reported changes in retail prices in various cities to estimate 
changes in the cost of this standard budget each quarter. Comparisons 
of the cost of such a budget can yield only approximate figures on 
differences in living costs between cities. 

The family budget devised by the Works Progress Administration 
in 1935 is made up of a list of goods and services and the quantities 
which they estimated were needed by a 4-person family of an unskilled 
manual worker living at the “maintenance level.”” The maintenance 
level is described as above the “minimum of subsistence level’”” or 
“emergency level” of relief budgets, but below the standard of the 
skilled worker. It is stated that it does not “approach the content of 
what may be considered a satisfactory American standard of living.” 

The hypothetical family for which the budget was prepared is made 
up, according to the Works Progress Administration, of a moderately 
active man who wears overalls at work, his wife, a boy age 13, and a girl 
age 8. No household help is employed. The family lives in a four- or 
five-room house or apartment with an indoor bath and toilet; has 
gas, electricity, and a small radio; uses ice for refrigeration; and has 
no automobile. They read a daily newspaper and go to the movies 
once a week. Their food is an “adequate diet at minimum cost.” 
They pay for their own medical care. No savings other than life 
insurance are provided. 

An identical list of goods and services was priced in each of the 59 
cities for which the study was made in 1935, with certain adjustments 
is fuel, ice, and transportation to take account of climatic and other 
local conditions. The Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United States 
Department of Labor cooperated with the Division of Social Research 
of the Works Progress Administration in obtaining prices necessary 
to compute the original cost of the budget in 1935. Details of this 
study and a description of the goods and services included in the 
budget* can be found in the report, “Intercity Differences in Costs of 
Living in March 1935, 59 Cities,” Research Monograph XII, a copy of 
which may be obtained from the Division of Research, Work Projects 
Administration, Washington, D. C. 

The budget has never been completely repriced since 1935. In 
December 1938,° the budget was in part priced again in almost all of 
the cities and the food cost budget was entirely recomputed in terms 
of the “adequate diet at minimum cost” of the United States Bureau 
of Home Economics (a somewhat more varied diet than that originally 
used in the “maintenance” budget). At each quarter the food cost is 
recomputed in this manner; for other parts of the budget, the current 

4 The report also includes details of a more restricted budget at an ‘“emergency’’ level. That budget 
has not been kept up to date by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

§ In connection with a study of ‘Differences in Living Costs in Northern and Southern Cities’” made at 
the request of the Wage and Hour Division. The July 1939 Monthly Labor Review carries an article de- 
scribing the survey.
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cost is estimated by assuming the same changes as recorded in the 
Bureau's regular indexes of changes in living costs from time to time. 
These indexes are based on a budget composed of different qualities 
of goods and having different relative importance in the total budget 
than the Works Progress Administration “maintenance” budget. 
Because of these differences, the cost figures resulting from applica- 
tion of the cost-of-living indexes to the “maintenance” budget are 
merely approximations to the actual current cost of that budget. 

In view of the changes in buying habits, particularly during the last 
2 years, the “maintenance” budget as defined in 1935 is not en- 
tirely applicable to present conditions. The figures are presented, 
however, for the convenience of those who find them useful, and in 
the absence of any better measure of comparison of living costs be- 
tween cities. 

Table 19 shows the estimated dollar cost of the ‘maintenance’ 
budget in 33 large cities as of December 15, 1941. Table 20 presents 
these data as indexes on a base of the cost in Washington, D. C., at 
that date as 100. 

TABLE 19.— Estimated ! cost of living for a four-person manual worker’s family at 
maintenance level, as defined by the Works Progress Administration, in 33 large 
cities as of Dec. 15, 1941 
  

  

  

              

Furni- 
Forlani hire, fur- 7) 

: . i uel and | nishings, iscel- 
City Total Food | Clothing | Housing light |household| laneous 

equip- 
ment 

Atlanta: Lot $1,473.79 | $550.58 | $187.96 | $290.44 $94. 00 $35.73 $315. 08 
Baltimore. c.....c ii iiiaacsa 1,482. 37 557.33 188.19 268. 33 106. 08 42.94 319.50 
Birmingham... seis ioe.. col 1,457.88 551.75 202. 68 261. 17 74. 65 37.19 330. 44 
Boston oii aati id 1, 560. 56 553.02 189. 55 268. 69 143. 88 37.85 367. 57 
Boller ios core dot lamin 1, 470. 05 548. 59 192.37 259.08 113.17 38.64 318.20 

Chicago. rd aus, 1, 608. 45 568. 30 179. 64 301.16 132.77 36.88 389.70 
Cihelnwnatl =v eae oa 1,487.07 546.11 198. 67 273.14 98. 25 42.95 327.95 
Cleveland ool io ood nis iiviis 1, 569. 54 546. 84 206. 13 307.39 115.72 39.25 354.21 
DEAVer © vais. fanaa anni 1,429.43 530. 03 184. 69 241.72 113.14 37.29 322.56 
Detroit oi a sdshicaivsin 1, 607. 00 541.74 193. 34 334.03 122.34 37.03 378. 52 

Houston; ii. issiiiidiice: 1, 435. 67 533.02 184.81 246. 34 86. 31 39. 58 345. 61 
Indianapolis. co. uute any 1,464.12 540. 50 183.92 260. 50 99.45 38. 86 340.89 
JacksonvilleL. oi. il. 1,487.79 574. 54 172.89 245.49 111. 66 38.31 344.90 
Kansas CY. oo otud ainda 1, 385.72 527.79 192.15 218. 56 108. 32 37.41 301.49 
Los ANIONS. aha ass 1,471. 57 535. 19 191. 60 246. 92 71.07 40.03 386. 76 

Manchester... oui 1,491.43 571.39 174. 46 198. 89 166. 77 36.73 343.19 
Memphis. eco nis shonin ae 1, 458. 99 526. 07 201. 69 282. 41 85. 92 41.58 321.32 
MOwWankee. ...... ccacane inane 1,541. 57 538. 32 161.70 300. 20 127.97 37.25 376.13 
Minneapolis. or... 0 0 1, 543. 24 541.03 186. 14 308. 42 140. 24 37.12 330. 29 
Mobile nt ia sn i ne 1,373.58 557.23 183.91 219. 60 82.29 38.27 292. 28 

New. Orleans... colic taatnasns 1,427.30 562. 77 189. 41 211. 85 73. 53 43. 60 © 346. 14 
New York. louse. cl 1,628.15 599. 74 182.53 | 310.42 121. 41 38.75 375.30 
Noro. fad on ie ow 1, 540. 36 578. 61 195. 85 285. 32 110. 88 40. 33 329.37 
Philadelphia... 0. ol... 1, 466. 51 549. 21 190. 55 262. 36 105. 80 37. 54 321.05 
Pitisbaraly. io oa. foo oi 1, 522. 54 562. 81 192.92 290.77 93. 37 39.19 343.48 

Portland, Maine. .............. 1, 483. 98 562. 56 181. 18 206. 19 156. 16 37.82 340. 07 
Portland; Oreg...... lo... 5. 1, 485. 31 571. 94 176. 20 202. 10 142. 60 39. 07 353.40 
Richmond... ..c.. oi... 0.000 1,472 94 533. 31 192. 80 254. 64 108. 21 40. 51 344. 47 
Bt. LOWS neon Sen nie 1, 539. 85 575.39 | © 184.90 291. 05 114.13 41. 28 333.10 
San Franelsco.. i. 00 ca... 1, 600. 27 571. 63 192. 62 290. 14 86. 06 42.29 417.53 

Serapton......oooc-ciliaiolili. 1, 504. 74 562. 50 186. 84 266. 04 98. 26 38. 39 352.71 
LT a te 1, 547. 66 587.13 192. 83 216. 29 126. 58 40.75 384.08 
Washington, D.C: ......-.... 1,633. 16 562. 52 201. 60 355. 26 117. 50 42.72 353. 56 
  

1 See explanation of method given on pp. 34-36. 
2 See the Works Progress Administration publication, “Intercity Differences in Costs of Living in March 

1935, 59 Cities,” Research Monograph XII, for the items included in the maintenance budget. 

® The Bureau’s indexes of changes in living costs from time to time measure changes in the cost of a budget 
representing actual family expenditures of a cross section of employed wage earners and clerical workers in 
each of 34 cities. Since these budgets are different in each city, depending on incomes, local habits, ete., 
indexes based on them cannot be used to compare living costs between cities.
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TABLE 20.— Estimated! indexes of cost of living for a gonispersin manual-worker’s 
family at maintenance level, as defined by the Works Progress Admainistration,? 
in 33 large cities, as of Dec. 15, 1941, on a base of the cost in Washington, D. C., 
as of that date as 100 

intr   
  

  

Furni- 
we, fur- 

: Fuel and | MISTUDES, | prigeel- 
City Total Food | Clothing | Housing light hug Lancons 

equip- 
ment 

Atlanta. os ead 90. 2 97.9 93.2 81.8 80.0 83.6 89.1 
Baltimore... . ols dole. 90.8 99.1 93.3 75.5 90.3 100. 5 90. 4 
Birmingham Soc oo od 89.3 98.1 100.5 75.5 63.5 87.1 93.5 
Bestony...-.. 7 dl. bo. 95.6 98.3 94.0 75.6 122.5 88.6 104.0 
Buflnlo.... 0. ne deci 90.0 97.5 95. 4 72.9 96.3 90. 4 90.0 

Chicage: 0 eso a 98.5 101.0 89.1 84.8 113.0 86.3 310.2 
Cinematic’. ous. coc oii 91.1 97.1 98.5 76.9 83.6 100. 5 92.8 
Cleveland. «o.oo... 96. 1 97.2 102. 2 86.5 98.5 91.9 100. 2 
Penver. cre a 87.5 94.2 91.6 68.0 96.3 87.3 91.2 
Detroit: rer or arn 98. 4 96. 3 95.9 94.0 104.1 86.7 107.1 

Poastaonr rio educa. 87.9 94.8 91.7 69.3 73.5 92.6 97.8 
Indianapeolisz: oc socio 89.6 96.1 91.2 73.3 84.6 91.0 96.4 
JoacksonVille to lo ion 91.1 102.1 85.38 69.1 95.0 89.7 97.6 
Kansas City. i. ceo. Lia 84.8 93.8 95.3 61.5 92.2 87.6 85.3 
Tos Angeles: cou 00. diciii 90.1 95.1 95.0 69. 5 60. 5 93.7 109.4 

Manchester, or vs io io. 91.3 101.6 86. 5 56.0 141.9 86.0 97.1 
Memphis. sii. or oon nal? 89.3 93.5 100.0 79.5 73.1 97.3 90.9 
Milwaukee... oc. ooia cole os 94. 4 95.7 80.2 84.5 108.9 87.2 106. 4 
Minneapolis. oo. Tel oii 94.5 96. 2 92.3 86.8 119.4 86.9 93.4 
Meoblle. sore. of hom als 84.1 99.1 91.2 61.8 70.0 89.6 82.7 

New Orleans. ob. i toiic.ninad 87.4 100.0 94.0 59.6 62.6 102.1 97.9 
New York o.oo ion iaies 99.7 106. 6 90.5 87.4 103.3 90.7 106. 1 
Norfolk. =. o.oo iw 94.3 102.9 97.1 80.3 94.4 94.4 93.92 
Philadelphia... ....... 2 t..0 89.8 97.6 94.5 -73.9 90.0 87.9 90. 8 
Pittshimgh: a0 ahaa ca Jui 93.2 100.1 95.7 81.8 79.5 91.7 97.1 

Portland, Maine... 4. 90.9 100.0 89.9 58.0 132.9 88.5 96.2 
Portland, Oreg. =... 0. .. 90.9 101.7 87.4 56.9 121.4 91.5 100.0 
Richmond. crib ogni in 00.3 94.8 95.6 71.7 92.1 94.8 97.4 
St. Louis... Boost ad Loud 94.3 102.3 91.7 81.9 97.1 96. 6 94.2 
San Franeiseo.. .cetvic sans 98.0 101.6 95.5 81.7 73.2 99.0 118.1 

Seranton: ii. iii oot). 92.1 100.0 92.7 74.9 83.6 890.9 99.8 
Seattle. oo. ose. ii tau 94.8 104. 4 95.6 60.9 107.7 95.4 108. 6 
Washihgton, D.C... 3 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0               
  

1 See explanation of method given on pp. 34-36. 
2 See the Works Progress Administration publication, “Intercity Differences in Costs of Living in March 

1935, 59 Cities,” Research Monograph XII, for the items included in the maintenance budget. 

Cost of Living in Foreign Countries ’ 

The principal index numbers of the cost of living (official and un- 
official), published in different countries, are given in table 21. These 
data have been compiled by the International Labour Office from 
figures published or communicated by the statistical authorities of 
the various countries. In a few cases statistics compiled by unofficial 
persons have been used. Most of the series given in the form of index 
numbers have been computed by the International Labour Office on 
the base of 1929 as 100. In the case of series not dating back to that 
year, the index numbers have been computed on the base of the 
year nearest to 1929, and shown in italics. The following explanation 
of the foreign cost-of-living indexes has been excerpted from the 
January 1942 issue of the International Labour Review, pages 104 and 
106: 

7 Data in table 21 taken from International Labour Review, January, April, and July, 1942.
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There are many differences in the methods of compilation of these statistics in 
different countries, the more important of which are indicated as far as possible 
in the table headings. Account of these must be taken in interpreting the figures, 
but, on the whole, the statistics give a reliable picture of fluctuations in time, and 
it is between these that international comparisons can most usefully be made. 

The object of cost-of-living index numbers is to show the fluctuations in the 
purchasing power of money or in average retail prices, calculated with reference 
to the expenditure necessary to maintain a given standard of living or type of 

- consumption; they are usually compiled by weighting the prices, absolute or 
relative, of a certain number of articles of common consumption according to 
their relative importance. Average prices are recorded regularly (in a more or 
less large number of towns in each country), and the weights are based either on 
the results of family budget enquiries, on theoretical budgets, or on estimates of 
the total consumption of, or total expenditure on, the items in question in the 
whole country during a given period. : 

As a result of the many variations which are found in the methods of computing 
cost-of-living index numbers (for example, in regard to geographical scope, the 
groups of expenditure represented in the general index and the items included in 
each group, ete.), the indices are far from being equally reliable and representative 
of price movement. In any case the indices can be used only to measure fluctua- 
tions in time of the cost of living in a given country, and not to compare the levels 
of the cost of living in different countries at any given time. 

The series of index numbers in the table [reprinted in table 21 of this bulletin] 
have been recalculated for the most part by the International Labour Office on 
the uniform base of 1929 as 100. This change of base has been effected by dividing 
the index for each date by the corresponding index for 1929 (annual average) 
and multiplying the quotient by 100. This procedure may perhaps give rise to 
some slight inaccuracies, owing to the methods by which many of the indices are 
compiled, but these errors are at most very slight, except when the fluctuations 
of the indices reach a certain amplitude. 

The headings of the table show the original base period of the indices, the 
main groups of expenditure covered in the general indices—food, heating and 
lighting, clothing, rent, and miscellaneous—and the number of towns in which 
prices are recorded (in some cases this number varies according to the expenditure 
group). 

Data for several foreign countries have been deleted from the table 
as presented in the International Labour Review, because cost-of- 
living statistics have not been available for recent dates.



TABLE 21.—Indexes of cost of living for specified periods for the United States and certain foreign countries ! 

[Series recalculated by International Labour Office on base 1929=100: 2 a=food; b=heating and lighting; c=clothing; d =rent; e=miscellaneous] 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                            
  

            

Africa America Asia 

South-| Union : United Co- Nether- 
COUNTY rods irs wm amme Snr a 3 ern of Can- Argen- : Costa| Mex- Uru- | Bur- : : Egypt Rho- South ada ais, tine Chile oR. Rico ico Peru guay'| ma China India i Iran Japan 

desia | Africa irs 

: Mon- it ; Buenos|Santi- :| San |Mex- |; Ran- |Shang-| Bom-|Ahmed-| Ba- To- 
Town or number of localities-._| Cairo | 6 9 69 34-51 Aires | ago Bogota Tost. ico Lima a goon | hai | bay | abad | tavia 7 24 kyo 

Jan. 6 hy. i July |August Mat:2l, Hiv 7a 
fod et 1913- = ef, ar. eb. 1933-| 1926- Jan. = uly | July Original base (=100)-._..._.___ July 1914 | 1938 |1935-39|1935-39 1933 | 1928 | 1937 1936 | 1934 | 1913 | 1929 | 1931 | 1936 June | July 1920 | Mar. 20,| 1937 | 1914 

1914 1934 1927 1937 

Composition of the index______ ae |a, b, dl a-e ae a-e ae ae ae ae | ac [a€e3| a-e a-e ae ad a-e a-e a-e ae |a—c,e 

JOB fo hi enh swim mim win hm les 98 100 98 99 97 101 99 ®) *) ® 96 100 ©) 115 * 90 ©) * (*) 86 
LL aE EL Re Te 91 . 96 94 90 89 87 98 (4) (4) (4) 90 100 100 112 #4) 77 *) Q) (Y) 75 
rt SEL ER 87 92 90 81 80 731 104 ( (9 *) *) 86 99 9 106 | (4) 78 762 ©) (1) 75 
£1 A A A Ae ena 83 87 87 78 75 83 BO] (® *) *) 83 93 90 95 | (4 74 * (* (4) 80 
JOE eh Eh Edna wile 84 86 89 79 78 78 | 130 *) #4) 100 | 585 93 87 95 | 100 vi *) *) (1) 82 
038 a sR 86 85 88 79 80 343210 *) 108 86 96 89 97 | 100 73 752 QO) (1 81 
LT RRR, CRI Sl 86 85 88 81 81 91 | 144 *) 100 | 114 90 96 88 1031 “201 73 749 100] 0 88 

: 00 ya RAE A I 85 88 91 83 84 93 162 100 106 139 96 98 89 122 106 78 52 116 100 96 
1100 RE C0 NOT MI CO 87 90 94 84 82 92 169 113 107 153 97 98 88 157 106 73 53 131 110 110 
080... an tall 87 90 94 84 81 93 171 118 108 155 96 103 86 209 106 75 53 140 | 8120 123 
(L0G Ba an 98 92 97 87 82 695 193 116 106 157 104 108 96 451 112 81 55 155 143 | 0143 
LL RO ERE re PI A A cap LOR Fa 102 92 86 98 222 113 108 164 112 b 1{ A ARN eh ll PET hE FL LR 3 100 PRT a WL NAG PV Wnt S00 

I041—-January .. . ac cenaudu0 ls 103 92 98 80 us 94 | 198 111 1.105) 1581 107 109 | 100 615 | 117 81 Fi ET aii) 146 143 
February 105 92 99 89 82 92 200 112 105 159 108 108 99 620 119 81 59 27 To. ao 143 
March: ......... 107 92 100 89 83 94 206 11} 104 158 111 08 1... 700 119 81 Fit 0 RRA AT 146 144 

April... oll ols 109 93 101 90 83 95 211 116 105 157 109 308. .L Ld. 755 121 84 1 RACE TI Fra dn 145 
May... ea 109 93 101 91 84 96 218 113 107 158 110 108 103 | 6826 | 122 85 11 Ra 147 146 
JORG. eas vaca cm 8114. ca 102 62 85 97 220 115 108 160 11 109 107 | 6781 122 86 60 |e cspinai 8 148 145 
JRIY. oiled 119 96 103 93 86 99 224 112 109 160 110 105 113 824 126 91 CL REET 148 145 
ANUSt nr. a iolliss 122 97 102 94 87 100 227 113 110 161 112 105 111 912 131 95 i TR nie 145 
September... usa adiil. 126 97 102 95 88 100. 1¢ 237 111 110 | 104.1115 106 | 107 983 | 129 95 02 least bs 148 144 
October eX rit ie amas 98 103 96 89 102 241 119 111 176 116 306.2... 1,032 125 95 i LSI Op fy JEON; NEO 
NOVEMher. «ova ania de en bn ult 98 104 95 90 104 240 113 113 177 117 106 in i aad 126 97 yg ER TE NR, 145 
December... ....0. 00 0 cable 98 104 95 90 104 242 113 114 179 120 G11 pct i Ent) Ee A LT) (AT rie 143 

I2--January je. «Loli te can al 99 106 95 91 102 | 245 757 ER 177122 11740 Eee Rene Saleh; CaTROS tu IRENE NII) KOE 148 
February. fii odio al Loos 100 107 95 92 103 | 250 HE idee 176) 1H y 11 38 CR nar] fea fine SS Ege EOL CRATER AEIEY DAR Me 148 
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TasLE 21.—Indezxes of cost of living for specified periods for the United States and certain foreign countries—Continued 

‘[Series recalculated by International Labour Office on base 1929=100: 2 a=food; b=heating and lighting; c=clothing; d=rent; e=miscellaneous) 

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  
          

  

                          
  

    

Asia—Continued Europe » Oceania 

Great 
CONMLY or ms ie ummm me Palestine | Tur- | Ger- | Bul- | Den- | Fin- | Britain| Hun-| Ire- | Ice- | Nor- Noh. Por- | Swe- | Switz- | vio qo 0o | Aus Dow 

key |many"|garia | mark | land | and N.| gary | land | land | way | 2 qs| tusal | den | erland g05aVIa [tralia i 3 a 
Ireland nds ; an 

3 Whole Am- | Whole 
Town or number of localities _ 3 Istan- | 79 12-67 | coun- | 36 | 24-509 | BU} 05 |ReVE-l 54 | ster | coun-| 49 3 [Do Orose tmp [“e08 

bul t apest javik d grade| and 
ry am | try Slav.) 

June 1 Jul sary | 200 | guy | ae | 7 J Jul une 1, M uly uly | : July | 1923-| June une uly i 
Jan. 1922 1914 1913-14 1914 1935 | 1935 1914 1913 1914 Bar 1914 | Seot. | 1914 1935 1914 1926 1914 1923-27(1926-30 

1924 

a,b, e a-e ae a-e ae a-e a—e ad a—e a-¢ ae | ae | a,b, e ae a-d |a-ce| a-e a-e ae 

89 a2 (6 92 96 92 96 91 97 (4) 97 96 95 97 98 92 92 95 98 
80 87 85 80 590 85 90 86 91 4) 92 90 84 94 93 87 85 85 90 
82 85 78 74 90 84 88 83 89 (4 90 84 83 592 86 81 7 81 84 
79 76 77 68 92 82 85 77 86 (1) 89 83 83 91 81 79 66 78 79 
80 75 79 64 96 80 86 76 87 #4) 89 83 83 91 80 75 61 80 81 
79 69 80 60 99 81 87 78 89 4) 91 81 84 92 80 74 60 81 83 
84 70 81 57 101 81 90 82 91 (4) 93 79 86 93 81 74 61 83 86 
8&8 71 81 58 104 5 86 94 87 97 4) 100 82 89 95 85 78 65 85 92 

80 ? 86 70 82 60 106 87 95 88 98 *) 103 83 86 98 85 87 69 87 95 
82 87 1 82 62 109 90 96 87 101 100 105 83 81 99 86 90 70 89 98 
99 100 78 84 68 139 | 6 107 113 94 117 128 122 92 85 111 94 117- 93 93 103 

JS, 2 KR AY 93 86:1 -uies 157 126 121 111 128 260 Lisa anal: 96 131 081 oat 98 107 

116 113 85 85 74 4) 118 120 101 4 146 136 102 91 4) 101 147 105 *) 105 
Pehraory.. 0 cis. 116 111 87 86 877 (4) 122 120 101 124 148 138 102 91 (4) 101 150 107 197 105 
Mire. oooh von 118 115 90 86 | 678 152 123 121 102 (4) 150 139: 14. oa 92 129 11 0 erty 110 *) 105 
ADM. Laima as 119 116 90 8 | 879 (4) 123 122 105 (4) 150 140.0... 93 (4) 111 5 113 (4) 106 
MAY ade dl 120 117 90 87 80 4) 123 122 105 125 153 141 [12 107 92 (4) LE 117 197 106 
Jame. gas coon CLL 128 1% 92 87 | 880 152 | 6 124 121 106 4) 155 143 [12 107 93 129 109 121 (4) 106 
FWY eae To 130 126 93 88 6 81 (4) 6126 1211115 4) 157 144 (12 110 95 ® 110 126 *) 106 
AUgUSE. Levee iis, 136 127 94 88 83 (4) 6129 121 115 130 167 145 97 *) 110 125 11 98 107 
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Ce re RE RE RE CORTE 1 Ey 98 86 87 (4) 130 
November ios Ao 2 coi lite 100 86 94 4) 133 
Pecember. oo oil a iis. SRnlt, 103 86 100 160 133 

1942 TANOArY .. ...ccodiase anos rar] Fat Ral 8 an, *) 137 
Februgry. co Jats. coir eer i 88 Jo. 9 4. _.. 

119 (©) 166 46... 99 130 5 1 SON 130 | 
120 *) 1724 M70... 101 I He LT b 
120 135 1779-48 = 104 *) : I boa RI 11 100 
121 *) a LL pate 107 134 Lis 0 Rant Ethic (©) 
124 4) 183 49 .:.-.. 107 Q) 11 ARLES Oro 4 

AEC 135 7 SPL Iti IR LU 0) 21 7 gL ENT ERIONNSNGY BER 1 11 

  

1 From International Labour Review, April 1942, pp. 466-471. 
2 Except for series in italics, which use a year subsequent to 1929 as a base. 
3 Up to September 1933 excluded heating. 
4 No indexes computed. 

‘5 New or revised series this year. 
6 Revised figure. 

7 Average calculated for a period of less than 1 year. 
8 New series priced in Arab markets. 
9 New series priced in Jewish markets. 
10 Territory before 1938. 
11 Quarterly averages. 
12 Trend since May 1940 based on trend of official prices in the whole country. 
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