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Mr. Rogers, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the 
following 

REPORT 

[To accompany S. 4036] 

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 4036) relating to the tribal and individual affairs of the Osage 
Indians of Oklahoma, having considered the same, report thereon with 
a recommendation that it do pass with the following amendment: 

Strike all matter after the enacting clause and substitute the fol¬ 
lowing : 
That hereafter the Secretary of the Interior shall cause to be paid to each adult 
member of the Osage Tribe of Indians not having a certificate of competency his 
or her pro rata share, either as a member of the tribe or heir or devisee of a de¬ 
ceased member, of the interest on trust funds, the bonus received from the sale 
of oil or gas leases, and the royalties therefrom received during each fiscal quar¬ 
ter, not to exceed $1,000 per quarter; and if such adult member has a legal guard¬ 
ian, his current income not to exceed $1,000 per quarter may be paid to such 
legal guardian in the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior: Provided, That 
when an adult restricted Indian has surplus funds in excess of $10,000 there shall 
be paid such Indian sufficient funds from his accumulated surplus in addition to 
his current income to aggregate $1,000 quarterly; but in the event any adult 
restricted Indian has surplus funds of less than $10,000, such Indian shall receive 
quarterly only his current income not to exceed $1,000 per quarter: Provided 
further, That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to and may in 
his descretion pay out of any money heretofore accrued or hereafter accruing to 
the credit of any person of Osage Indian blood who does not have a certificate of 
competency or who is one-half or more Osage Indian blood, all of said person’s 
taxes of every kind and character, for which said person is now or hereafter may 
be liable, before paying to or for such person any funds as required by law: And 
provided further, That upon application and consent of any restricted Osage 
Indian the Secretary of the Interior may cause payment to be made of addi¬ 
tional funds from the accumulated surplus to the credit of any Osage Indian 
under such rules and regulations as he may prescribe. Rentals due such adult 
members from their lands and their minor children’s lands and all income from 
such adults’ investments, including interest on deposits to their credit, shall be 
paid to them in addition to the current allowances above provided. 
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Whenever minor members of the Osage Tribe of Indians have funds or property 
subject to the control or supervision of the Secretary of the Interior, the said Secre¬ 
tary may in his discretion pay or cause to be paid to the parents, legal guardian, or 
any person, school, or institution having actual custody of such minors such 
amounts out of the income or funds of the said minors as he deems necessary, and 
when such a minor is eighteen years of age or over, the Secretary of the Interior 
may in his discretion cause disbursement of funds for support and maintenance or 
other specific purposes to be made direct to such minor. 

Sec. 2. There is authorized to be appropriated from funds on deposit to the 
credit of the Osage Tribe of Indians not to exceed $10,000 annually to pay per 
diems to and traveling expenses of the members of the Osage Tribal Council in 
making necessary trips to the city of Washington and other places in connection 
with Osage tribal affairs. Expenditures from appropriations made pursuant to 
this authorization shall be in accordance with rules and regulations to be prescribed 
by the Secretary of the Interior. 

Sec. 3. That section 1 of the Act of Congress of March 2, 1929 (45 Stat. L. 
1478), relating to the Osage Indians of Oklahoma, be, and the same is hereby, 
amended to read as follows: 

“That all that part of the Act of June 28, 1906 (34 Stat. L. 539), entitled ‘An 
Act for the division of the lands and funds of the Osage Indians in Oklahoma, and 
for other purposes,’ which reserves to the Osage Tribe the oil, gas, coal, or other 
minerals, covered by the lands for the selection and division of which provision 
is made in that Act is hereby amended so that the oil, gas, coal, or other minerals, 
covered by said lands are reserved to the Osage Tribe, until the' 8th day of April 
1983, unless otherwise provided by Act of Congress, and all royalties and bonuses 
arising therefrom shall belong to the Osage Tribe of Indians, and shall be dis¬ 
bursed to members of the Osage Tribe or their heirs or assigns as now provided 
by law, after reserving such amounts as are now or may hereafter be authorized 
by Congress for specific purposes. 

“The lands, moneys, and other properties now or hereafter held in trust or 
under the supervision of the United States for the Osage Tribe of Indians, the 
members thereof, or their heirs and assigns, shall continue subject to such trusts 
and supervision until January 1, 1984, unless otherwise provided by Act of 
Congress. 

“The Secretary of the Interior and the Osage tribal council are hereby author¬ 
ized and directed to offer for lease for oil, gas, and other mining purposes any 
unleased portion of said land in such quantities and at such times as may be 
deemed for the best interest of the Osage Tribe of Indians: Provided, That not 
less than twenty-five thousand acres shall be offered for lease for oil- and gas¬ 
mining purposes during any one year: Provided further, That as to all lands here¬ 
after leased, the regulations governing same and the leases issued thereon shall 
contain appropriate provisions for the conservation of the natural gas for its 
economic use, to the end that the highest percentage of ultimate recovery of 
both oil and gas may be secured: Provided, however, That nothing herein contained 
shall be construed as affecting any valid existing lease for oil or gas or other 
minerals, but all such leases shall continue as long as gas, oil, or other minerals 
are found in paying quantities. 

“Homestead allotments of Osage Indians not having a certificate of competency 
shall remain exempt from taxation while the title remains in the original allottee 
of one-half or more of Osage Indian blood and in his unallotted heirs or devisees 
of one-half or more of Osage Indian blood until January 1, 1984: Provided, That 
the tax-exempt land of any such Indian allottee, heir, or devisee shall not at an y 
time exceed one hundred and sixty acres.” 

The following is taken from Senate Report No. 1798, Seventy-fifth 
Congress, third session: 

Interior Department, 
Washington, August 20, 1937. 

The President op the Senate. 
My Dear Mr. President: There is enclosed the draft of a bill relating to the 

tribal and individual affairs of the Osage Indians in Oklahoma. 
The primary purpose of this bill is to alter existing law with reference to the 

payment of quarterly allowances to restricted Osage Indians, the investment of 
their surplus funds, and to authorize changes in the designation of homestead 
allotments. The bill has the approval of the Osage Tribal Council as shown by a 
resolution of the council hereto attached. 
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Under the law as it now stands we are required to distribute to adult restricted 

members of this tribe having sufficient funds to their individual credit not less than 
$1,000 per quarter regardless of their current income. During recent years, owing 
to decreased oil and gas production and the low market prices for these commodi¬ 
ties, the quarterly income accruing to members of the tribe has fallen far below 
the sum mentioned and unless existing law is amended, it simply means that a 
large number of these Indians will shortly have their accumulated funds entirely 
depleted. The legislation suggested herewith will remedy this to the extent of 
reducing the quarterly payments to be made to the actual income per quarter 
to all members of the tribe having less than $10,000 to their credit. 

There are numerous Osage Indians with no surplus funds to their credit or with 
surplus funds aggregating less than $10,000 who have lands subject to taxation. 
The proposed draft authorizes the Secretary of the Interior in his discretion to 
pay the taxes of such Indians from their current income. It will also permit the 
payment of funds belonging to minor members of the Osage Tribe to the parents, 
legal guardians, or any persons, schools, or institutions having actual custody of 
such minors, such amounts to be paid out of the income or funds of the said minors 
as the Secretary of the Interior deems necessary and when the minor is 18 years of 
age or over, the Secretary of the Interior is authorized in his discretion to disburse 
funds for his support and maintenance, or other purposes direct to such minor. 

Under section 2, the Secretary of the Interior is authorized to invest the accumu¬ 
lated funds to the credit of restricted members in any public-debt obligation of the 
United States and in any bonds, notes, or other obligations which are uncon¬ 
ditionally guaranteed as to both principal and interest by the United States. 
He is also authorized with the consent of adult Indians to purchase real estate 
and livestock. This section limits investments as provided in existing law and is 
recommended by the Osage Indians in view of the experiences of such Indians and 
of losses sustained by them in first-mortgage, building-and-loan, and other invest¬ 
ments heretofore made for them. 

Section 3 modifies existing law so as to permit Osage Indians to change the 
designations of their homestead allotments to any unencumbered, surplus lands, 
and to authorize those members of the tribe whose balances are insufficient to 
pay taxes, to change the designations of their homestead allotments to an equal 
area of unencumbered, inherited, purchased or otherwise acquired lands in Osage 
County. 

Section 3 of the act of March 2, 1929 (45 Stat. 1478) amended section 1 of the 
act of February 27, 1925 (43 Stat. 1006) dealing with the Osage Indians to the 
extent of directing that the accumulated funds due all members of this tribe of 
less than one-half Indian blood shall be paid to them by the Secretary of the 
Interior on or before the expiration of 10 years from that date, i. e., on or before 
March 2, 1939. The draft herewith would repeal that provision. 

Section 5 would give the Secretary of the Interior the same authority with 
regard to the approval of the appointment of executors and administrators that 
he now has with reference to guardians of restricted Indians. 

Section 6 is the proposed reenactment of section 5 of the act of March 3, 1921 
(41 Stat. L. 1249), with the omission of the 1 percent additional road tax payable 
to Osage County for road and bridge purposes. 

Section 7 authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to act as trustee for any 
Indian of the age of 21 years or over restricted in his property rights and confines 
the investment of funds in the hands of the Secretary from such trusts to public- 
debt obligations of the United States and to any bonds, notes, or other obligations 
which are unconditionally guaranteed as to both principal and interest by the 
United States. 

Section 8 authorizes the use of $10,000 annually from Osage tribal funds to pay 
per diem and traveling expenses of the members of the Osage Tribal Council in 
making necessary trips to the city of Washington and to other places in connec¬ 
tion with Osage tribal affairs under rules and regulations of the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

Section 9 extends the trust period on the Osage mineral estate until the 8th 
day of April 1983, and extends the trust period on the lands, moneys, and other 
properties now or hereafter held in trust or under the supervision of the United 
States for the Osage Tribe of Indians, the members thereof, or their heirs and 
assigns, until January 1, 1984; also continues the tax exemption of homestead 
allotments of Osage Indians not having a certificate of competency while title 
remains in the original allottee of one-half or more Osage Indian blood and in his 
unallotted heirs or devisees of one-half or more Osage Indian blood, until January 
1, 1984. The Osage Indians are very anxious that the trust period be extended 
at this time in order that their rights may be fixed and that they may be better 
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able to cooperate with the Government in the conservation policies regarding oil 
and gas, this extension being necessary in order to follow such conservation prac¬ 
tices in the exploration and extraction of the oil and gas from the Osage Reserva¬ 
tion of 1,470,933 acres, only 300,000 acres of which are leased at the present time 
under oil lease. 

The Acting Director of the Bureau of the Budget has advised that the proposed 
legislation is not in conflict with the financial program of the President. 

For the convenience of the committee, there is enclosed a comparative print 
showing existing law and the modifications thereof as proposed by this legislation. 

Sincerely yours, 
Charles West, 

Acting Secretary of the Interior. 

Resolution 

The following members of the Osage Tribal Council met in a special session in 
the city of Washington, D. C., on May 26, 1937: Fred Lookout, principal chief; 
John Joseph Matthews, councilman; Thomas B. Leahy, councilman; Dick 
Petsemoie, councilman; Louis DeNoya, councilman; Lee Pappan, councilman; 
Harry Kohpay, assistant chief; and other full-blood and mixed-blood members of 
the Osage Tribe of Indians. The above councilmen constitute a quorum. 

Whereas the Osage Tribe of Indians desire the passage of certain legislation 
relating to their tribal and individual affairs and have prepared a draft of such 
legislation, which would alter existing law affecting said Osage Tribe of Indians 
in Oklahoma, and 

Whereas the legislation desired will alter existing law with reference to the 
payment of quarterly allowances to restricted Osage Indians; the investment of 
their surplus funds; changes in designation of homestead allotments; the payment 
of funds to minors; limiting of investment of funds by the Secretary of the Interior; 
the redesignation of homesteads; amending section 3 of the act of March 2, 1929 
(45 Stat. 1478), so as to extend departmental supervision over the funds and 
property of Osage Indians of less than one-half blood; the approval of the appoint¬ 
ment of executors and administrators by the Secretary of the Interior; repealing 
existing law so as to omit the 1 percent additional road tax payable to Osage 
County for road and bridge purposes; authorizing the Secretary of the Interior 
to act as trustee of certain Osage Indians; authorizing the use of tribal funds to 
defray expenses of the tribal council when making trips in connection with tribal 
affairs; and extending the trust period on the lands, moneys and other properties 
including Osage mineral estates until January 1, 1984. 

A draft of the proposed legislation is attached hereto: Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the attached draft of the proposed legislation and a copy of this 

resolution be forwarded to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs with the request 
that he refer it through the proper channels to the Congress of the United States 
and urge its passage. 

Dated this 26th day of May 1937. 
Fred Lookout, 

Principal Chief of the Osage Indians. 
Harry Kohpay, 

Assistant Chief. 
John Joseph Matthews, 

Councilman. 
Thomas B. Leahy, 

Councilman. 
Dick Patsemoie, Councilman. 
Louis DeNoya, Councilman. 
Lee Pappan, Councilman. 

Osage Bill 

Section 1 of the following draft modifies some of the provisions of section 1 of 
the act of February 27, 1925 (43 Stat. 1008). That part of the act above men¬ 
tioned affected by the proposed changes is set out, the part omitted being enclosed 
in brackets, the new matter being in italics. 

“That hereafter the Secretary of the Interior shall cause to be paid [at the end 
of each fiscal quarter] to each adult member of the Osage Tribe of Indians in 
Oklahoma not having a certificate of competency, his or her pro rata share, either 
as a member of the tribe or heir or devisee of a deceased member, of the interest 
on trust funds, the bonus received from the sale of oil or gas leases, and the royal- 
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ties therefrom received during each fiscal quarter, not to exceed $1,000 per quarter; 
[and any other moneys due such Indian received during each fiscal quarter, 
including all moneys received prior to the passage of this Act and remaining un¬ 
paid; and so long as the accumulated income is sufficient the Secretary of the 
Interior shall cause to be paid to the adult members of said tribe not having a 
certificate of competency $1,000 quarterly, except where such adult members 
have legal guardians, in which case the amounts provided for herein may be paid 
to the legal guardian or direct to such Indian in the discretion of the Secretary of 
the Interior the total amounts of such payments, however, shall not exceed $1,000 
quarterly except as hereinafter provided;] and if such adult member has a legal 
guardian, his current income not to exceed $1,000 per quarter may be paid to such legal 
guardian in the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior: Provided, That when an 
adult restricted Indian has surplus funds in excess of $10,000 there shall be paid such 
Indian sufficient funds from his accumulated surplus in addition to his current income 
to aggregate $1,000 quarterly; but in the event any adult restricted Indian has surplus 
funds of less than $10,000 such Indian shall receive quarterly only his current income 
not to exceed $1,000 per quarter: Provided further, That when the accumulated funds 
to the credit of any restricted Osage Indian are less than $10,000 the Secretary of the 
Interior may in his discretion, pay accrued taxes on the lands of such Indian out of 
the income of such Indian in such manner as he deems advisable: And, provided 
further, That upon application and consent of any restricted Osage Indian the Secre¬ 
tary of the Interior may cause payment to be made of additional funds from the ac¬ 
cumulated surplus to the credit of any Osage Indian under such rules and regulations 
as he may prescribe. Rentals due such adult members from their lands and their 
minor children’s lands and all income from such adults’ investments, including in¬ 
terest on deposits to the credit shall be paid to them in addition to the current allowances 
above provided.” 

The foregoing provision beginning with the word “Rentals” and ending with the 
word “provided” is incorporated in section 1 of the act of February 27, 1925, supra, 
but follows the provision for the payment of minors’ funds. 
“[and shall cause to be paid for the maintenance and education, to either one of 
the parents or legal guardians actually having personally in charge, enrolled or 
unenrolled, minor member under twenty-one years of age, and above eighteen 
years of age, $1,000 quarterly out of the income of each of said minors, and out of 
the income of minors under eighteen years of age, $500 quarterly, and so long as 
the accumulated income of the parent or parents of a minor who has no income or 
whose income is less than $500 per quarter is sufficient, shall cause to be paid to 
either of said parents having the care and custody of such minor $500 quarterly, 
or such proportion thereof as the income of such minor may be less than $500, in 
addition to the allowances above provided for such parents.] 

“Whenever minor members of the Osage Tribe of Indians have funds or property 
subject to the control or supervision of the Secretary of the Interior, the said Secretary 
may in his discretion pay or cause to be paid to the parents, legal guardian, or any 
person, school, or institution having actual custody of such minors such amounts out 
of the income or funds of the said minors as he deems necessary, and when such a 
minor is eighteen years of age or over, the Secretary of the Interior may in his discretion 
cause disbursement of funds for support and maintenance or other specific purposes 
to be made direct to such minor. 

“[All payments to legal guardians of Osage Indians shall be expended subject 
to the joint approval in writing of the court and the superintendent of the Osage 
Agency. All payments to adullts not having certificates of competency, including 
amounts paid for each minor, shall, in case the Secretary of the Interior finds that 
such adults are wasting or squandering said income, be subject to the supervision 
of the superintendent of the Osage Agency: Provided, That if an adult member, 
not having a certificate of competency so desires, his entire income accumulating 
in the future from the sources herein specified may be paid to him without super¬ 
vision, unless the Secretary of the Interior shall find, after notice and hearing, that 
such member is wasting or squandering his income, in which event the Secretary 
of the Interior shall pay to such member only the amounts hereinbefore specified 
to be paid to adult members not having certificates of competency.]” 

The following provision modifying the terms of section 1 of the act of February 
27, 1925, supra, is shown as section 2 of the draft of legislation: 

“Hereafter, the Secretary of the Interior in his official capacity may invest the 
accumulated funds to the credit of restricted members of the Osage Tribe [shall invest 
the remainder,] after paying [the] taxes of such members, [in United States 
bonds, Oklahoma State bonds, real estate, first mortgage real estate loans not to 
exceed 50 per centum of the appraised value of such real estate, and where the 
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member is a resident of Oklahoma such investment shall be in loans on Oklahoma 
real estate, stock in Oklahoma building and loan associations, livestock, or deposit 
the same in banks in Oklahoma, or expend the same for the benefit of such mem¬ 
ber, such expenditures, investments, and deposits to be made under such restric¬ 
tions, rules, and regulations as he may prescribe: Provided, That the Secretary of 
the Interior shall not make any investment for an adult member without first 
securing the approval of such member of such investment:] in any public debt 
obligation of the United States and in any bonds, notes, or other obligations which are 
unconditionally guaranteed as to both interest and principal by the United States. 
With the consent of adult Indians the Secretary of the Interior may purchase real 
estate and livestock, such expenditures and investments to be made under such rules 
and regulations as the Secretary may prescribe.” 

Section 3 provides: “That part of section 17 of the act of May 25, 1918 (40 
Stat. L. 561-579), which provides for the change of designation of homestead 
allotments of Osage Indians to an equal area of their unencumbered surplus is 
hereby amended to read as follows:” The following shows the original law (sec. 
17, act of May 25, 1918), the part thereof not included in the new legislation being 
shown in brackets, the new matter being in italics: 

That [the allottees] any and all members of the Osage [Nation] Tribe may 
change the present designation of their respective homesteads to an equal area of 
their unencumbered surplus lands, in Osage County, upon application to, and under 
such rules and regulations as the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe: and the 
members of the tribe whose balances at the Osage Indian Agency are insufficient for 
the payment of taxes on taxable lands may in the same manner change the present 
designation of their respective homesteads to an equal area of the unencumbered in¬ 
herited, purchased, or otherwise acquired lands in Osage County: Provided, That 
each tract after the change and designation shall take the status of the other as it 
existed prior to the change in designation as to alienation, taxation, or otherwise, 
and that any order of change of designation shall be recorded in the proper office 
of Osage County: 

Section 4 repeals section 3 of the act of March 2, 1929 (45 Stat. 1478). The said 
section is hereinafter set out with the repeal provision following. 

“[That section 1 of the Act of Congress of February 27, 1925 (Forty-third 
Statutes at Large, page 1008), is hereby amended by adding thereto the following: 

“ ‘The Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, authorized, in his discretion, 
under such rules and regulations as he may prescribe, upon application of any 
member of the Osage Tribe of Indians not having a certificate of competency, to 
pay all or any part of the funds held in trust for such Indian: Provided, That the 
Secretary of the Interior shall, within one year after this Act is approved, pay to 
each enrolled Indian of less than half Osage blood, one-fifth part of his or her 
proportionate share of accumulated funds. And such Secretary shall on or before 
the expiration of ten years from the date of the approval of this Act, advance and 
pay over to such Osage Indian of less than one-half Osage Indian blood, all of the 
balance appearing to his credit of accumulated funds, and shall issue to such Indian 
a certificate of competency: And provided further, That nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to interfere in any way with the removal by the Secretary of the 
Interior of restrictions from and against any Osage Indian at any time.’] That 
section 3 of the Act of March 2, 1929 (4-5 Stat. L. 1478) is hereby repealed.” 

“Sec. 5. That no administrator or executor of an estate of an Osage Indian of one- 
half or more Indian blood or who does not have a certificate of competency at date of 
death, shall be appointed, except on the written application or approval of the Secretary 
of the Interior.” 

Section 6 amends section 5 of the act of March 3, 1921 (41 Stat. L. 1249) by 
reenacting part of the provisions and omitting part. The provisions to be 
reenacted and omitted are hereafter set out, the omitted part being shown in 
brackets: 

“That the State of Oklahoma is authorized from and after the passage of this 
Act to levy and collect a gross production tax upon all oil and gas produced in 
Osage County, Oklahoma, and all taxes so collected shall be paid and distributed, 
and in lieu of all other State and county taxes levied upon the production of oil and 
gas as provided by the laws of Oklahoma, the Secretary of the Interior is hereby 
authorized and directed to pay, through the proper officers of the Osage Agency, 
to the State of Oklahoma, from the amount received by the Osage Tribe of Indians 
as royalties from production of oil and gas, the per centum levied as gross produc¬ 
tion tax, to be distributed as provided by the laws of Oklahoma: [Provided, That 
the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized and directed to pay, through the 
proper officers of the Osage Agency, to Osage County, Oklahoma, an additional 
sum equal to 1 per centum of the amount received by the Osage Tribe of Indians as 
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royalties from production of oil and gas, which sum shall be used by said county 
only for the construction and maintenance of roads and bridges therein: Provided 
further, That the proper officials of Osage County shall make an annual report to 
the Secretary of the Interior showing that said fund has been used for road and 
bridge construction and maintenance only.] 

“Sec. 7. That any Osage Indian of the age of twenty-one years or over, restricted in 
his property rights by the terms of this or any other act, may file with the superintendent 
or other official in charge of the Osage Indian Agency, a declaration of trust, designat¬ 
ing therein the Secretary of the Interior as trustee of the restricted properties described 
in such declaration of trust, and may therein designate such members of his family or 
others as beneficiaries of the trust, and prescribe the manner of distribution of the in¬ 
come therefrom and of the corpus thereof upon termination of the trust. Such trusts 
may be made in such amounts, for such periods of time, and for such purposes as the 
Secretary of the Interior may approve as being for the best interests of the Indians 
concerned therein: Provided, however, That no such trust shall be made for a term 
extending for more than twenty-one years after the death of the last surviving beneficiary 
named therein, and any such trust approved by the Secretary of the Interior shall be 
irrevocable except with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior: Provided further, 
That funds held by the Secretary of the Interior in trust, as provided in this section, 
shall be invested in any public debt obligation of the United States and in any bonds 
notes, or other obligations which are unconditionally guaranteed as to both interest and 
principal by the United States. 

“Sec. 8. There is authorized to be appropriated from funds on deposit to the 
credit of the Osage Tribe of Indians not to exceed $10,000 annually to pay per diems 
to and traveling expenses of the members of the Osage Tribal Council in making 
necessary trips to the City of Washington and other places in connection with Osage 
tribal affairs. Expenditures from appropriations made pursuant to this authori¬ 
zation shall be in accordance with rules and regulations to be prescribed by the Secre¬ 
tary of the Interior. 

“Sec. 9. That Section 1 of the Act of Congress of [March 3, 1921 (Forty-first 
Statutes at Large, page 1249)] March 2, 1929 (Forty-fifth Statutes at Large, page 
1478), relating to the Osage Indians of Oklahoma, be, and the same is hereby, 
amended to read as follows: 

“‘That all that part of the Act of June 28, 1906 (Thirty-fourth Statutes at 
Large, page 539), entitled “An Act for the division of the lands and funds of the 
Osage Indians in Oklahoma, and for other purposes,” which reserves to the Osage 
Tribe the oil, gas, coal, or other minerals, covered by the lands for the selection 
and division of which provision is made in that Act is hereby amended so that the 
oil, gas, coal, or other minerals, covered by said lands are reserved to the Osage 
Tribe, until the 8th day of April [1958,] 1983, unless otherwise provided by Act 
of Congress, and all royalties and bonuses arising therefrom shall belong to the 
Osage Tribe of Indians, and shall be disbursed to members of the Osage Tribe or 
their heirs or assigns as now provided by law, after reserving such amounts as are 
now or may hereafter be authorized by Congress for specific purposes. 

“ ‘The lands, moneys, and other properties now or hereafter held in trust or 
under the supervision of the United States for the Osage Tribe of Indians, the 
members thereof, or their heirs and assigns, shall continue subject to such trust 
and supervision until January 1, [1959,] 1984, unless otherwise provided by Act 
of Congress. 

“ ‘The Secretary of the Interior and the Osage Tribal Council are hereby author¬ 
ized and directed to offer for lease for oil, gas, and other mining purposes any 
unleased portion of said land in such quantities and at such times as may be 
deemed for the best interest of the Osage Tribe of Indians: Provided, That not 
less than twenty-five thousand acres shall be offered for lease for oil and gas 
mining purposes during any one year: Provided further, That as to all lands here¬ 
after leased, the regulations governing same and the leases issued thereon shall 
contain appropriate provisions for the conservation of the natural gas for its 
economic use, to the end that the highest percentage of ultimate recovery of both 
oil and gas may be secured: Provided, however, That nothing herein contained shall 
be construed as affecting any valid existing lease for oil or gas or other minerals, 
but all such leases shall continue as long as gas, oil, or other minerals are found 
in paying quantities. 

“ ‘Homestead allotments of Osage Indians not having a certificate of competency 
shall remain exempt from taxation while the title remains in the original allottee 
of one-half or more of Osage Indian blood and in his unallotted heirs or devisees 
of one-half or more of Osage Indian blood until January 1, [1959;] 1984: Provided, 
That the tax-exempt land of any such Indian allottee, heir, or devisee shall not 
at any time exceed one hundred and sixty acres.’ ” 
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A BILL Relating to the tribal and individual affairs of the Osage Indians of Oklahoma 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That hereafter the Secretary of the Interior shall 
cause to be paid to each adult member of the Osage Tribe of Indians not having a 
certificate of competency his or her pro rata share, either as a member of the tribe 
or heir or devisee of a deceased member, of the interest on trust funds, the bonus 
received from the sale of oil or gas leases, and the royalties therefrom received 
during each fiscal quarter, not to exceed $1,000 per quarter; and if such adult 
member has a legal guardian, his current income not to exceed $1,000 per quarter 
may be paid to such legal guardian in the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior: 
Provided, That when an adult restricted Indian has surplus funds in excess of 
$10,000 there shall be paid such Indian sufficient funds from his accumulated 
surplus in addition to his current income to aggregate $1,000 quarterly; but in the 
event any adult restricted Indian has surplus funds of less than $10,000, such 
Indian shall receive quarterly only his current income not to exceed $1,000 per 
quarter: Provided further, That when the accumulated funds to the credit of any 
restricted Osage Indian are less than $10,000 the Secretary of the Interior may in 
his discretion pay accrued taxes on the lands of such Indian out of the income of 
such Indian in such manner as he deems advisable: And provided further, That 
upon application and consent of any restricted Osage Indian the Secretary of the 
Interior may cause payment to be made of additional funds from the accumulated 
surplus to the credit of any Osage Indian under such rules and regulations as he 
may prescribe. Rentals due such adult members from their lands and their minor 
children’s lands and all income from such adults’ investments, including interest 
on deposits to their credit, shall be paid to them in addition to the current allow¬ 
ances above provided. 

Whenever minor members of the Osage Tribe of Indians have funds or property 
subject to the control or supervision of the Secretary of the Interior, the said 
Secretary may in his discretion pay or cause to be paid to the parents, legal 
guardian, or any person, school, or institution having actual custody of such 
minors such amounts out of the income or funds of the said minors as he deems 
necessary, and when such a minor is eighteen years of age or over, the Secretary 
of the Interior may in his discretion cause disbursement of funds for support and 
maintenance or other specific purposes to be made direct to such minor. 

Sec. 2. That that part of section 1 of an Act of Congress of February 27, 1925 
(43 Stat. L. 1008), providing that—- 

“The Secretary of the Interior shall invest the remainder, after paying the 
taxes of such members, in United States bonds, Oklahoma State bonds, real 
estate, first mortgage real estate loans not to exceed 50 per centum of the appraised 
value of such real estate, and where the member is a resident of Oklahoma such 
investment shall be in loans on Oklahoma real estate, stock in Oklahoma building 
and loan associations, livestock, or deposit the same in banks in Oklahoma, or 
expend the same for the benefit of such member, such expenditures, investments, 
and deposits to be made under such restrictions, rules and regulations as he may 
prescribe: Provided, That the Secretary of the Interior shall not make any invest¬ 
ment for an adult member without first securing the approval of such member of 
such investment,” be, and hereby is, amended to read as follows: 

“Hereafter, the Secretary of the Interior in his official capacity may invest the 
accumulated funds to the credit of restricted members of the Osage Tribe, after 
paying taxes of such members, in any public debt obligation of the United States 
and in any bonds, notes, or other obligations which are unconditionally guaran¬ 
teed as to both interest and principal by the United States. With the consent 
of adult Indians the Secretary of the Interior may purchase real estate and 
livestock, such expenditures and investments to be made under such rules and 
regulations as the Secretary may prescribe.” 

Sec. 3. That part of section 17 of the Act of May 25, 1918 (40 Stat. L. 561- 
579), which provides for the change of designation of homestead allotments of 
Osage Indians to an equal area of their unencumbered surplus is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 

“That any and all members of the Osage Tribe may change the present designa¬ 
tion of their respective homesteads to an equal area of their unencumbered sur¬ 
plus lands in Osage County, upon application to and under such rules and regula¬ 
tions as the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe; and the members of the tribe 
whose balances at the Osage Indian Agency are insufficient for the payment of 
taxes on taxable lands may in the same manner change the present designation 
of their respective homesteads to an equal area of the unencumbered inherited, 
purchased, or otherwise acquired lands in Osage County: Provided, That each 
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tract after the change and designation shall take the status of the other as it 
existed prior to the change in designation, as to alienation, taxation or otherwise, 
and that any order of change of designation shall be recorded in the proper office 
of Osage County.” 

Sec. 4. That section 3 of the Act of March 2, 1929 (45 Stat. L. 1478), is hereby 
repealed. 

Sec. 5. That no administrator or executor of an estate of an Osage Indian of 
one-half or more Indian blood or who does not have a certificate of competency 
at date of death, shall be appointed except on the written application or approval 
of the Secretary of the Interior. 

Sec. 6. That section 5 of an Act of Congress of March 3, 1921 (41 Stat. L. 1249), 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 

“That the State of Oklahoma is authorized from and after the passage of this 
act to levy and collect a gross production tax upon all oil and gas produced in 
Osage County, Oklahoma, and all taxes so collected shall be paid and distributed, 
and in lieu of all other State and county taxes levied upon the production of oil 
and gas as provided by the laws of Oklahoma, the Secretary of the Interior is 
hereby authorized and directed to pay, through the proper officers of the Osage 
Agency, to the State of Oklahoma, from the amount received by the Osage Tribe 
of Indians as royalties from production of oil and gas, the per centum levied as 
gross production tax, to be distributed as provided by the laws of Oklahoma.” 

Sec. 7. That any Osage Indian of the age of twTenty-one years or over, restricted 
in his property rights by the terms of this or any other act, may file with the 
superintendent or other official in charge of the Osage Indian Agency, a declaration 
of trust, designating therein the Secretary of the Interior as trustee of the re¬ 
stricted properties described in such declaration of trust, and may therein desig¬ 
nate such members of his family or others as beneficiaries of the trust, and prescribe 
the manner of distribution of the income therefrom and of the corpus thereof upon 
termination of the trust. Such trusts may be made in such amounts, for such 
periods of time, and for such purposes as the Secretary of the Interior may approve 
as being for the best interests of the Indians concerned therein: Provided, however, 
That no such trust shall be made for a term extending for more than twenty-one 
years after the death of the last surviving beneficiary named therein, and any 
such trust approved by the Secretary of the Interior shall be irrevocable except 
with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior: Provided further, That funds 
held by the Secretary of the Interior in trust, as provided in this Section, shall be 
invested in any public debt obligation of the United States and in any bonds, 
notes, or other obligations which are unconditionally guaranteed as to both interest 
and principal by the United States. 

Sec. 8. There is authorized to be appropriated from funds on deposit to the 
credit of the Osage Tribe of Indians not to exceed $10,000 annually to pay per 
diems to and traveling expenses of the members of the Osage Tribal Council in 
making necessary trips to the City of Washington and other places in connection 
with Osage tribal affairs. Expenditures from appropriations made pursuant to 
this authorization shall be in accordance with rules and regulations to be pre¬ 
scribed by the Secretary of the Interior. 

Sec. 9. That section 1 of the Act of Congress of March 2, 1929 (Forty-fifth 
Statutes at Large, page 1478) relating to the Osage Indians of Oklahoma, be, and 
the same is hereby amended, to read as follows: 

“That all that part of the Act of June 28, 1906 (Thirty-fourth Statutes at Large, 
page 539), entitled ‘An Act for the division of the lands and funds of the Osage 
Indians in Oklahoma, and for other purposes,’ which reserves to the Osage Tribe 
the oil, gas, coal, or other minerals, covered by the lands for the selection and 
division of which provision is made in that Act is hereby amended so that the oil, 
gas, coal, or other minerals, covered by said lands are reserved to the Osage 
Tribe, until the 8th day of April 1983, unless otherwise provided by Act of Con¬ 
gress, and all royalties and bonuses arising therefrom shall belong to the Osage 
Tribe of Indians, and shall be disbursed to members of the Osage Tribe or their 
heirs or assigns as now provided by law, after reserving such amounts as are now 
or may hereafter be authorized by Congress for specific purposes. 

“The lands, moneys, and other properties now or hereafter held in trust or 
under the supervision of the United States for the Osage Tribe of Indians, the 
members thereof, or their heirs and assigns, shall continue subject to such trust 
and supervision until January 1, 1984, unless otherwise provided by Act of Con¬ 
gress. 

“The Secretary of the Interior and the Osage tribal council are hereby authorized 
and directed to offer for lease for oil, gas, and other mining purposes any unleased 
portion of said land in such quantities and at such times as may be deemed for 
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the best interest of the Osage Tribe of Indians: Provided, That not less than 
twenty-five thousand acres shall be offered for lease for oil and gas mining pur¬ 
poses during any one year: Provided further, That as to all lands hereafter leased, 
the regulations governing same and the leases issued thereon shall contain appro¬ 
priate provisions for the conservation of the natural gas for its economic use to 
the end that the highest percentage of ultimate recovery of both oil and gas may 
be secured: Provided, however, That nothing herein contained shall be construed 
as affecting any valid existing lease for oil or gas or other minerals, but all such 
leases shall continue as long as gas, oil, or other minerals are found in paying 
quantities. 

“Homestead allotments of Osage Indians not having a certificate of competency 
shall remain exempt from taxation while the title remains in the original allottee 
of one-half or more of Osage Indian blood and in his unallotted heirs or devisees of 
one-half or more of Osage Indian blood until January 1, 1984: Provided, That 
the tax-exempt land of any such Indian allottee, heir, or devisee shall not at any 
time exceed one hundred and sixty acres.” 
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