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PREFACE

Gas is used by most American families primarily for cooking and
often for water heating. Its use for house heating is increasing from
year to year. In urban communities its use is almost universal. It
is an important item in the cost of living of wage earners’ families.
Consequently, the Bureau of Labor Statistics has been collecting data
on the price of gas at retail for many years.

Since domestic gas is not a standardized commodity, one of the
tasks of the Bureau of Labor Statistics has been to devise a method
for computing prices of gas for residential use in each of the reporting
cities upon idential heat requirements. After many years of effort,
and in cooperation with utility engineers and qualified experts in the
Federal service, such a method was devised and introduced in the
Bureau’s publications in 1935.

Indexes have been computed for each of the 50 cities reporting to
the Bureau and for these cities combined for quarterly periods, from
March 1923 to June 1936, inclusive. These indexes cover each of two
heat requirements, 10.6 therms, typical of the use of gas for cooking,
and 30.6 therms, typical of its use for both cooking and automatic
water heating. They will be published quarterly hereafter in the

Bures u’s pamphlet entitled ‘“Retail Prices.”
"~ The Bureau takes this opportunity to express its appreciation of
the cooperation which it has received from the utility companies in
cities for which it has received domestic rate schedules over a long
period of years. Their schedules have provided the primary data for
the computation of the indexes.

Plans for the indexes were reviewed by qualified experts in the
United States Bureau of Standards, the Bureau of Mines, the Federal
Trade Commission and the Central Statistical Board. Special men-
tion should be made of the cooperation of Mr. Paul Ryan, Chief
Statistician of the American Gas Association. Comments and sug-
gestions made by these experts have materially increased the useful-
ness of the data.

This bulletin was prepared in the Retail Price Division, under the
direction of Stella Stewart, Chief of the Division. Major contribu-
tions to both the statistical and textual material were made by Ruth
J. Powers and Ethel D. Hoover. The assistance of Gertrude Craven
and Isabel R. Smiley is also acknowledged.

Isapor Lusin,
Commissioner of Labor Statistics.

NoveEMBER 1936.
v
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Bulletin No. 628 of the

United States Bureau of Labor Statistics

Changes in Retail Prices of Gas, 1923-36

Introduction

Retail prices of gas for residential use have been computed by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics for 25 years. These computations have,
since 1913, included 50 representative and widely scattered cities.
Great changes in the rate schedules have been brought about by the
increased use of natural gas, by the introduction of new appliances
and improvements in those used in earlier years and also as a result
of competition with other sources of light and fuel. These changes
have made it advisable for the Bureau to revise, from time to time,
its method of computing and publishing prices of gas.

The last revision took place in 1935. In October of that year,
prices per therm ! and per cubic foot were first published for each of
four services based upon consumption of gas typical of average heat
requirements for the use of domestic appliances. These prices have
since appeared quarterly in ‘“Retail Prices.”

This work has now been expanded to include the computation of
quarterly indexes of prices since March 1923. Heat requirements of
10.6 therms, typical of the use of gas for cooking, and of 30.6 therms,
for the use of an automatic water heater and a range, have been
selected as representative for this purpose and as illustrative of the
present trend toward lower rates for increased consumption. Indexes
have been computed for each of these heat requirements for each
city and for the 50 cities combined. Subindexes have been com-
puted for manufactured, natural, and mixed gas.

Computation of the Indexes
Cities
In March 1923, 40 of the 50 cities included in the indexes were
using manufactured gas, 7 were using straight natural gas and 3 were
using mixed manufactured and. natural gas. In June 1936, 25 of
these cities were still using manufactured gas, but the introduction of
straight natural gas or mixed manufactured and natural gas had

11 therm equals 100,000 British thermal units; 1 B. t. u. equals the amount of heat required to raise
the temperature of 1 pound of pure water 1° F.
1
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taken place in many cities, with the result that 18 of the 50 cities
were using straight natural gas and 7 were using mixed manufactured
and natural gas.

The cities whose rate schedules have been used in the computation
of these indexes, arranged by geographical areas, are:

New England:

South Atlantic:

Boston Atlanta
Fall River Baltimore
Manchester Charleston
New Haven Jacksonville
Portland, Maine Norfolk
Providence Richmond
Savannah

Middle Atlantic: J
Buffalo Washington, D. C.
Newark East South Central:
New York Birmingham
Philadelphia Louisville
Pittsburgh Memphis
Rochester Mobile
Bipenien West South Central:

East North Central: Dallas
Chicago Houston
Cincinnati Little Rock
Cleveland New Orleans
Columbus 5
De ot Mountain:
Indianapolis ?)Zfl?er
Il\,g‘g:“kee Salt Lake City
Springfield, Il Pacific:

West North Central: Los Angeles
Kausad Oty Portland, F)reg.
Minneapolis San Francisco
Crikha Seattle
St. Louis
St. Paul

Prices

Prices of gas were computed for each of the two selected services
for all cities on identical standards of heat units expressed in therms,
and on the equivalent in cubic feet, the latter varying in inverse ratio
to the heating value of the gas in each city. The factor of 10.6 therms
for the use of a range and of 30.6 therms for the use of the automatic
water heater in addition to the range have been determined from
records and estimates received from the gas companies and from
laboratory studies of the heat requirements for cooking and for water
heating.

Although these standards are typical of the average use of gas for
the specified services, they are not equally representative for all of the
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cities included in this study. In cities served with manufactured gas
generated from fuel shipped from a considerable distance, or in cities
using natural gas which has been piped for hundreds of miles, the
conservative use of gas tends to a somewhat lower consumption;
but in cities located in the natural-gas regions, where proximity to
the source of supply combined with attendant lower prices encourage
a more liberal use, gas is utilized to a considerable extent for space
heating by a majority of the residential customers. In some instances
these natural-gas customers are served under more advantageous rate
schedules than those used by the Bureau for computing net monthly
bills.

Table 1, prepared from annual statistics in 1935 appearing in Bulle-
tins No. 21 and No. 22, published by the American Gas Association,
presents a summary of the volume of sales and the cost to the customer
of manufactured and natural gas sold for domestic purposes in the
years 1929 to 1935 inclusive. In each case, the figures are based
upon reports from identical companies throughout the 7 years.
Therefore, the statistics for natural gas for the earlier years include
companies which subsequently changed from manufactured to natural
gas during this period. Sales of gas for house heating are included
with domestic sales.

TaBLE 1.—Manufactured and natural gas for domestic use, including house heating
[Total sales and revenue in the United States, and average consumption and price per customer, 1929-35]

Average con-
lgl;ls%}f]‘:gr‘;r Annual sales to Revenue from sumpt%on per | Average price per cus-
Dee, 21 customers sales to customers | customer per tomer per month
# month
Year
Manufac-
Manu-| Aok M M tured Al
fac- | Nat- B At anu-| Nat-
tired | ural fac- |Natural| fac- |[Natural| fac- Sivel
tured tured tured Per Per
Total Total
MCF MCF

Millions of cubic Thousands of

Thousands eet dollars Cubic feet
289, 187 | 312,598 | 344,093 | 203,612 | 2,470 | 5,185 [$2.94 ($1.19 ($3.38 | $0.65
204,483 | 325,602 | 348,121 | 218,118 | 2,512 | 5,081 | 2.97 | 1.18 | 3.40 .67
290, 291 | 319,467 | 342,697 | 219,345 | 2,502 | 5,034 | 2.95 | 1.18 | 3.46 .69
276, 244 | 300,869 | 332,248 | 211,042 | 2,492 | 4,816 | 3.00 | 1.20 | 3.38 .70
258, 565 | 281,964 | 306,199 | 197,958 | 2,345 | 4,473 | 2.78 | 1.18 | 3.14 .70
260, 254 | 284,883 | 305,829 | 198,092 | 2,313 | 4,374 | 2.72 | 1.18 | 3.04 i
258, 042 | 304,255 | 302,031 | 210,572 | 2,252 | 4,499 | 2.64 | 1.17 | 3.11 .69

Source: Annual Statistics of the Gas Industry, 1935, American Gas Association, Statistical Bulleting
Nos. 21 and 22.

The average heating value for manufactured gas for cities reporting
to the Bureau in 1935 was 535 B. t. u. per cubic foot. The actual
average monthly consumption in 1935 as reported by the American
Gas Association was 2,252 cubic feet, equivalent to 12.0 therms, at
an average price of 22.0 cents per therm. These statistics include the
use of manufactured gas for house heating. The average monthly
consumption, exclusive of house heating, is equivalent to 10.5 therms,
approximately the same heat requirement used by the Bureau as
typical of the use of gas for the range only.

126580°—87——2
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For natural gas, the average heating value was 1,062 B. t. u. per
cubic foot. The actual average monthly consumption in 1935 as
reported by the American Gas Association was 4,499 cubic feet,
equivalent to 47.8 therms at an average price of 6.5 cents per therm.
This consumption provides for the use of natural gas for major
appliances in addition to the range and water heater, and confirms the
statement already made concerning the more extensive use of natural
gas at prices considerably below the average paid for manufactured
gas.

For purposes of computing prices for cities served under rate sched-
ules which measure consumption by the cubic foot, the equivalent of
10.6 therms and 30.6 therms has been computed to the nearest 10
cubic feet. This partially compensates for any difference which may
result in the use of a single month for computing a representative bill,
as compared with the general practice of computing monthly bills to
the nearest 100 cubic feet, any variation up to this amount being taken
care of in the following month.

The following table shows, for June 1936, the kind of gas used in each
of the 50 cities, its average heating value for that month, and the price
per therm. Changes in the kind and in the heating value of the gas
used, and changes in rates and in rate structures were carefully studied
in computing the prices shown in this table.

TaBLE 2.— British thermal units per cubic foot of gas arranged in descending order

for 560 cities with kind of gas used and prices per therm based on comsumption of
10.6 therms and 30.6 therms as of June 1936

[M =manufactured; N =natural; X=mixed, manufactured and natural]

Price per Price per
therm based therm based
King| R consump- Kind | R consump-
City Bit: ol o pen O City B.tu| o ton of—
gas gas
10.6 30.6 10.6 | 30.6
therms| therms therms|therms
Cents | Cents Cents | Cent.

San Franeisco_--.---- 1,150 | N 12.0 8.1 || Savannah_._.______. 575 | M 21.7 21.7
Pittsburgh__ oo 21,124 L N 9.4 5.3 || Indianapolis..__._.__ 570 | M 15.8 15.8
Cleveland.___ oo 01,4005, N 71 4.7 || Portland, Oreg.__._. 570 | M 22.0 19.5
Los Angeles_ o] 21,1004 N 11.8 8.0 ||.Omaha_....__.._ 555 | M 14.4 11.8
Columbus._.....c---_| 1,050 [ N 7.1 5.0 || St. Paul.__._ 550 | M 16.4 16.4
allas_____ -s=-] 1715050 | N 11.9 8.3 || Charleston._.__ 550 | M 25.5 23.5
Peorialt ~ .. L U0d 1 N 20.0 15.3 || New York____ 540 | M 22.1 19.9
Springfield, Il _____ 1, 000 N 18.0 15.2 || Rochester_.______.__ 537 | M 18.6 18.2
Kansas City. ... 1, 000 N 12.8 10.2 || Boston________ 55| M 23.1 18.6
Houston______ 1,000 | N 2 ligy 8.1 || Jacksonville_._ 535 | M 38.0 26.8
Little Rock._ 1,000 | N 10.4 7.3 || Birmingham__ 534 | M 15.0 15.0
Atlanta_____ 980 | N 16.8 12.3 || Philadelphia___.._.- 530 | M 17.0 16. 4
Memphis. 980 | N 14.3 1187 || Fetlolt: == 2R 20 e 530 | M 16.1 16.1
Mobile_.____ 960 N 21.2 16.5 ||. Norfollke, =iiag &0 530 | M 22.6 21.6
New Orleans.._ 950 | N 11.9 10.3 || Fall River____ 528 | M 23.9 19.4
Buffalo___ 900 | X 7.2 7.2 || New Haven___ 528 | M 22.7 20.3
Louisville_ 900 | X 8.7 6.7 || Manchester.__.. 525 | M 26.8 18.5
Cincinnati 865 | X 8.6 8.0 || Portland, Maine 525 | M 28.5 21.78
Salt Lake 865 | N 20.0 13.6 OWALIC 4ot 525 | M 25.4 19.8
Butte_-Z-_ 850 | N 10.5 7.1 || Richmond____ 525 | M 24.8 24.3
Denver. 845 | N 20.2 13.6 || Scranton_____. 520 | M 29.2 23.1
Chicago_--__ 800 | X 18.3 15.3 || Milwaukee_ ... 520 | M 16.3 15.1
Minneapolis 800 [ X 17.9 13.9 || Providence.. 510 | M 24.3 19.9
8t. Louis_.-_ 800 X 19.2 15.9 || Baltimore._. 500 | M 17.0 15.6
‘Washington_____.____ 600 | X 14.4 13.3 ||| |Beattle 2ol - sasrriy 500 | M 29.2 17.4
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The most significant development in rate structures between
March 1923 and June 1936 was the increased use of the fixed monthly
service charge which, in most cities, includes the consumption of a
small amount of gas. Thirty of the 67 companies in the 50 cities
reporting to the Bureau had no service charge at either date. Eleven
of them had a service charge at both dates. Twenty-six companies
introduced the use of the service charge during this period. Fifteen
of these twenty-six companies introduced the service charge when they
changed from manufactured to straight natural or to mixed gas; 9 of the
26 companies used manufactured gas and 2 used straight natural gas
throughout the entire period. The use of the service charge by each
of the reporting companies in March 1923 and in June 1936 is shown
in the following table:

TasLE 3.—Service charges for gas for 50 cities in March 1923 and June 1936 appli-
cable to consumption of 10.6 therms

[M =manufactured; N=natural; X=mixed, manufactured and natural]

Mareh 1923 June 1936
Region and city Service charge Service charge
%ind Kind
of gas of gas
Cubic feet. Cubic feet
Amount included Amount included
New England:
Boston:
1 company....-L.. L M M $0. 60 100
1 company. . M 5, I A e i S
Fall River..___ M M .75 300
Manchester ¥ M M 1.00 600
New Haven____._.____ M M .50 100
Portland, Maine._._.___ M M 1.00 400
Providenoe.-to i ot Lo M M .70 200
Middle Atlantic:
Buff: b I NET . 1 IR X s o Che o MUl SRR
NN e e M 1.00 400
8 companies 2., A eSS o S, . el T
1company..._._ M 11.02 600
2 companies M 11.02 500
1 company..._.... M 11.02 500
Philadelphipe - " - """t o INE S e 5| SR ST o
Pittsburgh: ]
3 companies_._______________ N N
Rochester.__.. M M
Serapton. oo T oot o M M
East North Central:
Chi M X
N X
N N
N N
M M
M M
M M
i M N
Springfield M N
West North Central:
Kamsas:City oild Gzl ¢ N 7Y 4 (e 4 B ST N
Minneapolis. 7 ) R e Dliden 1V 1S X
Omaha___ M .75 500 M
St. Loui 108 i (N 0 1 X
Siolighle o oas atl o Bl 5 (S (EREAPRET Y P 5 ST ol S M

Footnote at end of table.
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TaBLE 3.—Service charges for gas for 50 cities in March 1923 and June 1936 appli-
cable to consumption of 10.6 therms—Continued

[M=manufactured; N=natural; X =mixed, manufactured and natural]

March 1923 June 1936
Region and city Service charge Service charge
Kind Kind
of ey Cubic feet i gy Amount
u un! .
- Amount | 01y ded included | Cubic feet
South Atlantic:
Ty e e e S L M N
Baltimore. - M
Charleston._ . _ g M
Jacksonville__ M M
Norfolk_____ M M
Richmond.- M M
Samannah s S e ks M M
‘Washington:
ficompanies L. . ool o M X
East South Central:
Birmingham M M
N X
M N
M N
N N
M N
DittleBoek M. LU, S TS N N
New Qrleang.. fooc B 000 M N
Mountain:
Buftel oo e D ok N
Denver...__...... N
Salt Lake City N
Pacific:
Los Angeles:

2 companiess Sl e it N 80 300
Portland, Oreg.___ M 71 300
San Francisco..__ g R, T A SO 1T - DS
Beattle ;- 20-08- - —rmprmrri e M .7 500

1 Tax of 2 percent has been included.
2 Tax of 1 percent has been included.
3 Tax of 3 percent has been included.

City Indexes

Using the 3-year average, 1923-25, as a base, city indexes were
computed for the two services 10.6 therms (range), and 30.6 therms
(range and water heater), for each city at quarterly intervals
from March 1923 through June 1936. Weighted indexes were
computed for those cities from which reports are received for more
than one company, using as weights the number of domestic custom-
ers served by each company in 1934. These indexes for March
1926 through June 1936, presented in table 13, are followed by an
explanation for each city accounting for changes in the indexes
beginning with March 1923 as indicated in the basic data used in
computing the prices themselves. In order that these relative
changes may be more readily interpreted, the bills for the base period
with the equivalent price per therm and similar bills and prices for
June 1936 are shown in the table.
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The sharp price decreases for the cities changing from manufac-
tured to natural gas are reflected in the marked declines in indexes
for these cities between March 1923 and June 1936. In every
case, the cost to the consumer was noticeably lower when natural gas
was introduced with a higher heating value. This decline was
graduated in some cities by the use of mixed gas prior to the introduc-
tion of straight natural-gas service. It should be noted that the
bills in 1923 were considerably higher for some of these cities than
for cities which continued serving manufactured gas throughout the

entire period.
The summarized data which were used in the computations of these

indexes are presented in table 14 for each of the reporting companies,
This table shows the dates at which each company made changes
affecting the retail price of gas, together with the kind and heating
value of the gas used and the cubic feet equivalent to 10.6 therms
and 30.6 therms. Types of rate structures and service charges are
also shown. These elements have all entered into the computation
of the monthly bills and prices per therm which are the basis of the
city indexes and combined indexes presented in this pamphlet.?

Indexes for 50 Cities Combined

Weighted indexes were computed for 10.6 therms, the range, and
for 30.6 therms, the range and automatic water heater, for the 50
cities combined, using for the base period, the 3-year average,1923-25.
The weighting factors used for this purpose were the number of resi-
dential customers served by each reporting company as of the nearest
date to December 31, 1934, for which such information was available.
These constitute the best weighting data now available.

The usefulness of the index for the water heater is somewhat limited
by the lack of adequate data for computing a second index for this
service weighted by the total number of customers using gas equiva-
lent to 30.6 therms or more per month, sufficient for the use of major
appliances in addition to the range. Data from companies reporting
on the number of their customers using that quantity of heat each
month, indicate that in the case of manufactured gas, a relatively small
number of customers use as much as 30.6 therms per month. In
cities where straight natural gas is served at prices well below those
for manufactured gas, the situation is reversed. These facts are set
forth in the discussion of the computation of the prices.

The chart facing page 1 of this pamphlet provides a graphic picture
of the price changes of gas for domestic use over a period of more than
13 years, a period which includes marked changes in the industry.
The two indexes are shown in table 4.

2 An explanation of technical terms and a description of types of domestic rate schedules which will serve
as a guide to the interpretation of statistical data will be found on page 18.
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TABLE 4.—Indexes of retail prices of gas for 50 cities combined, March 1923—
June 1936, for 10.6 therms, range, and 30.6 therms, waler heater and range

[1923-25 = 100]

. s Lt 10.6 therms | 306 therms ® K 10.6 therms | 30-6 therms
ear and mon ear and mon
Range and Range and
Range water heater Range water heater
1923 1930
TGl R e el 100.6 10081 Mareh it _cof T s 99.2 94.4
Junes .. 100. 4 100.5 || June-___._ 99.3 94.3
September. 99.5 99.6 || September. 99.3 94.2
DepembeE T . . fa o 99.5 99.5 || December____....- EE21630 99.3 94.0
1931
99.4 DA | Miapell s SN s el 98.9 93.7
100.0 90 091 Iume (1O T g iRl DY 98.8 93.6
99.9 99.9 || .September___.___._.._____ 98.8 91.9
100.0 100.0: || December. L Ll .l il 98.3 911
1932
100.0 100,05 March. - culiu o 98.1 91.0
100.3 10053 (b Tupe s tO- S rTE sif 97.9 90.9
September . ____________ 100. 3 100.4 || September...__._________ 97.6 90. 2
December ... ... 100.2 100.2 || December...__._____.___ 97.4 89.7
100. 1 100. 2 97.2 89.2
99.8 99.7 97.1 89.1
99.8 99.6 97.2 88.4
99.9 99.6 97.2 88.4
99.9 99.5 97.2 88.2
99.9 99.5 97.3 88.3
September; il L. 100.0 99.2 || September_ 97.2 88.3
December._________.____ 100.1 99.3 || December._________._____ 97.4 88.5
100.1 99.3 97.3 88.4
99.5 8.7 97.6 88.6
98.6 97.2 97.3 88.3
99.5 97.3 97.2 86.8
99.1 U RS T e S e et 97.1 86. 6
99.6 96: 6 11, FuLi0s cory oyl Lymrreenr 96.9 86. 4
99.6 96.0
99.7 95. 4

No attempt is made in these indexes to measure price changes ac-
cording to greater or lesser amounts of gas consumed for the same pur-
pose, but only to measure price changes for an identical heat require-
ment for the same service. Therefore, the prices paid in those cities
served by the greatest number of customers are of relatively greater
importance in the index. The same weights were used in computing
the indexes for the range and the range and water heater in order that
the indexes should measure price changes only. The weights used in
computing indexes for 50 cities combined are presented in table 5 as
percentages of the sum of all customers served by the 67 companies
whose rates were the basis for the computations.
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TABLE 5.— Weighting factors for indexes of retail prices of gas for 60 cities combined

[Based upon number of residential customers as of December 31, 1934]

Region and city '.v}:?;}];;s Region and city wlzfgté%s
50 gities combined. ... cce oo o oc ccsm s 100.0 || West North Central:
. K anSRF OISV S8 0 o il 1.2
New England: Minneapolis. 1.5
Boston. 4.2 Omaha._____ o7
Fall River .4 2.4
Manchester. R .9
New Haven .8
Portland, Maine. 2 a7
1.0 Baltimore.. = 2.7
Charleston._ A a1
2.4 Jacksonville__ b} .2
1.9 Norfolk.____ .3
25.5 Richmond . .5
: Savannah__ .1
Brooklyn._ < Washington DO 187
Manhattan_ 6.8 East South Central:
Queens.__._. 1.3 BICHINERAIN 38 < i ke iR o o o .5
Richmond. o4 Louisville. . L0
iPhiladelphia._ . i g~ T 5.9 .5
Pittsburgh.__ 2.8 51
Rochester_ 1.4 || West South Central:
Baragitont: - | ieo b A0 S1E ] D .4 LT S R B PR NI ) G .9
East North Central Houston._ __ 47
Chicago._. 10.5 Little Rock__ 2
Cincinnati. . 1.5 New Orleans. 1.0
Cleveland._ 3.6 || Mountain:
Columbus 1.1 i1
Detroit____ 5.1 Denver____ -s 1.0
Indianapolis 1.1 Balt Lake Olly. ... = =2 2= 42
Milwaukee.- 2.1 || Pacific:
Peoria_______ .8 %0 T RN PSS S | 4.3
Bpringiel T T T T e 2 Portland, Oregon._ e 1.0
San Francisco. =y 2.4
Seattle .5
i 1936 or Ciries

-

//,/////'

40
30
20

104

U. 8. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS

1923 -

MANUFACTURED

o
923 924 1925 1926 1927 /928 1929 1930 1931

1932 1933 194 1935 1936 i
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Subindexes by Kinds of Gas

The indexes for the 50 cities combined reflect the marked price de-
creases in cities changing from manufactured to straight natural or
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mixed gas. The subindexes, which measure price movements for
identical kinds of gas, only, show less decline.
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Three subindexes have been computed, one for cities serving manu-
factured gas, one for natural gas and one for mixed gas. This has
been done because of the inherent differences among companies serving
these three kinds of gas. It was necessary to use the link relative
method for this purpose if the indexes were to account for price
changes for each kind of gas used by the 50 cities included in the com-
bined index. When a different kind of gas was introduced into a city,
the city was transferred from one subindex to another.

Manufactured Gas

Of the 40 cities selling manufactured gas in March 1923, 15 were
using either straight natural gas or mixed manufactured and natural
gas in June 1936. Of the 25 cities still serving manufactured gas in
1936, 18 are located in the East and South, chiefly along the Atlantic
seaboard; 5 are in the Central area, and 1 of these, Detroit, is now
introducing natural gas; 2 are in the Pacific northwest. All are at
considerable distances from the natural-gas fields. The indexes for
manufactured gas are presented in table 6.

TABLE 6.—Indezxes of retail prices of manufactured gas March 1923, 40 cities;
June 1936, 26 cities

[1923-25=100]

30.6 therms 30.6 therms
10.6 therms 10.6 therms
Year and month Range and Year and month Range and
Range water Range water
heater heater

1923 1930

Marehe: 2 Sl s 100.9 10130 ‘Migpel e 5. To e 100.1 97.0

June 100.5 100.8 || June. 100. 4 97.0

September. ..o oocoeooooooo 99.6 99.7 || September.....o._..__.__ 100.3 96.8

Decamber.. . % _ila v 99.5 $9.6°|| Detamber. .. 5.t C ol 100.3 96.7
1924 1931

March . ocal o Leanal ol 99.4 89.5 | Marehot ol Lo e 99.9 96.3

June. 100. 2 100.1 || June. 99.9 96.8

September___._____._..___ 100. 1 100.0 || September. ..o 100. 1 94.5

Pecember: . o Tl 100.1 100:0" (' December__-.___.io.c... 100.0 94.2
1925 1982

D e R LA Sl 100.1 3000-11 Marehe 5. o coma 99.9 94.2

June...____ 100.0 99.9 || June_______ psd] 99.7 94.1

Beptember. 100.0 99.9 || September. Bk 99.7 03.5

December._.._.-caceaeaan 99.7 99.6 || December____cccceeeeoo- 99.3 92.8
1926 1938

NMarehs i L e b 0N 99 908 || Mareh. _oe. Crioolll s 99.1 92.0

June....._- 99.7 99.6 || June_______ 99.0 91.9

September. 99. 6 99.4 || September- 99.2 92.9

December._.__________.__. 99.6 99.4 H:December.- - o2 seccass 99.2 2.11
1927 1984

March.. ... ... .62 L0 99.5 e HaMarchs L) 0 Ssgisiads 99.2 1.9

June 99.6 99.2 || June_..._.. 99. 2 91.9

September-.______________ 99.6 98.9 || September. 99.1 91.8

December: . .- leco ot 99.6 90011 Deesmiber. ... ocociuinoane 100.1 92.7
1928 1985

1 L e L 99.6 Mareh -2 cow 2 tite 100. 0 92.6

June o 99. 2 98.4 || June_..._._ e 100. 5 93.1

September ... ._._.___ 99.1 98.3 || September. sy 100. 0 92.85

December .t - ciniioo 99.1 98.8 || Pecember.._.. ... .2 __ 100.0 90.4
1929 1936

March = .- "= B 08.9 9 Maroh 100.0 90.3

June_______ 99.5 97 05[] Jpne- e . el ST 99.9 90.2

September- 99. 9 97.6

Deécember-ss . oo toiae 100.1 97.0

126580°—37——3
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The cities included in the indexes for manufactured gas for all
periods from March 1923 through June 1936 and those transferred to
indexes for natural or mixed manufactured and natural gas are shown

below.

A.—Cities serving manufactured gas throughout entire period,

March 1923—-June 1936, inclusive.

New England:
Boston
Fall River
Manchester
New Haven
Portland
Providence

Middle Atlantic:
Newark
New York
Philadelphia
Rochester
Scranton

East North Central:
Detroit
Indianapolis
Milwaukee

West North Central:
Omaha,
St. Paul

South Atlantic:
Baltimore
Charleston
Jacksonville
Norfolk
Richmond
Savannah

East South Central:
Birmingham

Pacific:
Portland, Oreg.
Seattle

B.—Cities transferred to indexes for natural or mixed gas.

East North Central:

Springfield, I11.Natural_._ Mar. 1932
West North Central:

Minneapolis__._Mixed_ _June 1935

St Louis- ... Mixed . _Sept. 1932
South Atlantic:
Atlanta______ Natural._Mar. 1930

Washington____Mixed-_Mar. 1931

East South Central:
Memphis_____ Natural__Mar. 1929
Mobile_______ Natural. _Dec. 1930

West South Central:
Houston_____ Natural . _June 1926
New Orleans__Natural__Sept. 1928

Mountain:
Butte___._____ Natural_ _Sept. 1931
Denver____..__Natural__Sept. 1928
Salt Lake City Natural__Sept. 1929
Pacific:

San Francisco._ Mixed__Sept. 1929

In table 7 is shown the increasing importance of each city to the
total as some cities discontinued the use of manufactured gas.
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TABLE 7.—Weighting factors for indexes of manufactured gas

[Percentage distribution by cities for March 1923 and June 1936]

March June March June
City and regional area 1923 1936 City and regional area 1923 1936
40 cities | 25 cities 40 cities | 25 cities
Total for cities included in
indexes 100.0 100.0 || South Atlantic:
Atlanta. R e
New England: Baltimore________________ 3.3 4.6
[T 77 s I WY, B35 R 5.2 7.3 Charleston, S. C. o .2
Fall River___ .4 .6 Jacksonville_____ .2 .3
Manchester. __ e .3 .4 .5
New Haven._____ 1.0 1.4 .6 .8
Portland, Maine._ 5 .4 .2 .3
Providence._..... 1.3 1.8 b A i el
Middle Atlantic:
Newark.___ 2.3 3.3 <0 .9
New York. 31.4 44.3 .6 =
Philadelphia 7.2 10.2 o b
Rochester__._. ¢ 2.4
HOEINtoN . . . ook c Ll .5 6 =t et TN
East North Central o SRR, e
Mifohgo. - SdJAL oo S 30 | B
i 6.3 8.9 o
1.3 1.8 1.3
2.6 3.6 Salt Lake City .3
7 o | A Pacific:
3 b Portland, Oreg 1.2
San Francisco 3.0
i g Seattle o
3.0
1.1

Natural Gas

Six cities in the North Central and South Central areas and one
in the Alleghany region were using natural gas in March 1923. In
March 1926, one of these cities had changed to mixed gas. Between
June 1926 and March 1932, 12 more of the 50 cities introduced
straight natural gas. Their customers received the advantage of gas
with a higher heating value than had previously been served to them.
In San Francisco, the B.t.u. of the gas served was increased from 610
to 1,150, while in Denver the change was from 335 to 845. In almost
every case rate structures were changed with the introduction of
natural gas. Since March 1932, 18 cities, more than one-third of the
total reporting to the Bureau, have been using straight natural gas.

The use of 30.6 therms is more typical for cities serving straight
natural gas than is the limited use of 10.6 therms as is indicated in the -
price analysis. Therefore, the indexes for 30.6 therms are more
representative of price changes for this kind of gas.

The link relative indexes for this group are presented in table 8.
Price changes in the cities which account for marked changes in these
indexes from time to time are shown in table 13, city indexes by cities.
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TaBLE 8.—Indexes of retail prices of natural gas, March 1923, 7 cities; June 1936,
8 cities

[1923-25=100]

30.6 therms 30.6 therms
10.6 therms 10.6 therms
Year and month Range and Year and month Range and
Range water Range water
heater heater
1928 1930
March. l oot 92.9 868 March. - s 119.2 108.3
June_.._. - 99.1 97.2 || June_____ = 119.2 108.3
September. s 99.3 98.2 || September. kel 119.2 108.3
Decatmnber.© .. -1 SUEC 99.3 9805 |l Decemberse. __.... . .2 119.2 108.3
99.3 98.5 119.2 108.3
98.7 98. 5 119.2 108.3
98.7 102.0 119.2 108.3
98.7 102.0 119.2 108.3
98.7 102.0 119.2 108.3
105.3 105.3 119.2 108.3
September_ 105.3 105.3 || September.. 119.2 108.3
December- ... 107.1 1081 || Decemberade - Lol T 119.2 108.3
1988
107.1 108, 11 || March -5 = =T was: oo 119.2 108. 6
107. 1 108.1 || June._.__ 118.9 108.1
107.1 108.1 (| September. 118.8 107.9
107.1 10801 || December: & ot ol L 118.8 107.9
1934
109.3 TOS 0 Matchee ) 118.8 107.9
109.3 108.0 | June 118.6 107.9
September_ 109.3 108.0 || September____ oo 118.6 107.9
December._. ..o oaazi 00 109.3 108, 01| IDecemberts o808 Srm 20 115.0 104. 5
1928
BT Lt el R LR S 109.3 108.0 114.5 104.1
June...___. 109.3 108.0 114.5 104.1
September_ 109.3 108.0 114.6 104.2
December__ . _._.__._._____ 119.4 108. 5 114.1 104.0
1929
VERNONL . s R rel et s 119.3 108. 4 114.0 103. 2
June... 119.3 108. 4 112.9 101. 4
September. 119.3 108.4
December ... 119.2 108.3

The cities included in the indexes for natural gas for all periods
from March 1923 through June 1936, and a record of cities transferred
to or from these indexes are shown below.

A —Cities serving natural gas throughout entire period March
1923—dJune 1936, inclusive.

Middle Atlantic: West North Central:
Pittsburgh Kansas City
East North Central: West South Central:

Cleveland Dallas
Columbus Little Rock

B.—Cities transferred from manufactured or mixed gas to natural
gas, and date of transfer.

East North Central:
Peoria: ia =ttt ey - bl B r - ) s SRASVLU R Manufactured_______ Mar. 1932
Springfield W o UV IESESEe s Sl Sl o Manufactured_______ Mar. 1932
South Atlantic:
PALIATIGAN o Ml o B o 5ot LT SO 2 BN E e Manufactured ... Mar. 1930
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East South Central:

MeTn PRI e L e e m e Manufactured_______ Mar. 1929

MGDIle. s ool 8 BB b g e e Manufactured_._____ Dec. 1930
West South Central:

Slaofiston e el v . ST S b i Manufactured_______ June 1926

New Orleans. . e oo oL ooGale, Manufactured._.____ Sept. 1928
Mountain:

Blitte steleiliuls S - R L i ST Manufactured._______ Sept. 1931

IBlengetl o Tt s T L g R Manufactured_______ Sept. 1928

SaltrLake City. o= S50 | S e Manufactured_____ . Sept. 1929
Pacific:

Loghangeles (-1 gl CREE NN LB Mixed® La L b beiies Mar. 1927

San Pranciseo 22 e 2 ULl bl o Mixed 250 o TISILS Mar. 1930

C.—Clities transferred to mixed gas from natural gas, and date of
transfer.

East North Central:
Cineinnaligons, '+ . 5 Sl Cf gt N 5T Mixed.- oo e June 1925

The decreasing importance of each city in its effect upon the index
as more cities are included is shown in table 9.

TABLE 9.— Weighting factors for indexes of natural gas

[Percentage distribution by cities for March 1923 and at dates when cities are linked into the index]

Mar. | June | Mar. | Sept. | Mar. | Sept. | Mar. | Dec. | Sept. | Mar.
1923 1926 1927 1928 1929 1929 1930 1930 1931 1932

City

7 cities|7 cities|8 cities|10 cities|11 cities|12 cities|14 cities|15 cities|16 cities|18 cities

Total for cities in-

cluded in indexes....| 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 [ 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
Cleveland.--_ 31.6 | 34.1 | 24.3 21.4 20.8 20.6 17.5 17.4 17:2 16.8
Pittsburgh 25.0 27.0 19.2 16.9 16.5 16.3 13.9 13.8 13.7 13.2
Cincinnati B e e e, e o AL o e B R L I 8
Kansas City- 10.6 | 1L5 8.2 .2 7.0 6.9 5.9 5.8 5.8 5.7

olumbus.-- “ja 9. | 1005 7.5 . 6 6.4 6.3 5.4 5.4 5.3 5.2
Dallas....._- o ey 8.3 5.9 ] 5.1 5.0 4.2 4.2 4.2 4.1
Little Rock. |22 2.3 1.6 .4 1.4 1.4 1.2 1.2 1.2 1k
Houston = ol Sur. el 6.3 4.5 .0 3.9 3.8 3.2 3.2 3.2 3.1
YosAnpelesitiito st o L LERIM D L X0 28.8 25.4 24.6 24.4 20.7 20.6 20. 4 20.0

. 7 5.6 5.5 4.7 4.6 4.6 4.5
2 6.0 5.9 5.0 5.0 5.0 4.8

2.7 2.7 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.2

________ 1.2 1.0 1.0 1.0 L0

3.2 3.2 3.2 3.1

11.8 11.8 157 1.4

........ .5 ) .5

Sl 5

................ L6
................ 1.0

Additional indexes have been computed for natural gas based upon
prices in the six cities which have maintained the use of natural gas
throughout the entire period from 1923 to date. These indexes,
which measure price changes for cities where price levels have not
been affected by the transition from manufactured to natural gas,
are shown in table 10.
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TaBLE 10.—Indexes of relail prices of matural gas, identical cities, March 1923,
6 cities; June 1936, 6 cities

[1923-25=100]
30.6 therms 30.6 therms
10.6 therms 10.6 therms
Year and month Range and Year and month Range and
Range water Range water
heater heater
1923 1930
March tosel o0 LY 92.0 Reiouth Nigreh. - joie oS 109. 1 108.1
June_.__ 99.0 96.9 || June_____ giscy 109.1 108.1
September. o | 99.3 98.0 || September._ = 109. 1 108.1
December____ ... 99.3 98.4 || December_ ... _________ 109. 1 108.1
1924 1931
1% oy o e R L 99.3 ORCARH S NIRYehes: s B e 109.1 108.1
June_____ e 98.5 QR St danes S el s 109. 1 108.1
September. . 98.5 102:2+]| Beptember-2.. 245 2160 109. 1 108.1
December_ ... 98.5 102.2 || December. ... __________ 109.1 108.1
98.5 102.2 109.1 108.1
105. 1 105. 6 109. 1 108.1
105.1 105.6 109. 1 108.1
106.9 108.3 109. 1 108.1
106.9 108.3 109.1 109.0
106.9 108.3 109. 1 109.0
September___o.___ . .. _ 106.9 108.3 || September________________ 109.1 109.0
December-.. .- :sas-Lia 106.9 1083 || December..._._::i i 109. 1 109.0
1934
109. 2 108. 20l Marehiiiid ol Al g o 109. 1 109.0
109. 2 108.2 || June...._. 109. 1 109.0
109. 2 108.2 || September. . 109. 1 109.0
109.2 108.2 |[ December_ ... ____.______ 100. 3 99.8
109. 2 108.2
109.2 108.2 100. 3 99.8
109. 2 108. 2 100. 3 99.8
109. 2 108. 2 100. 5 100. 1
100. 5 100. 1
09. 1 108.1
109.1 108.1 100.3 99.8
109.1 108.1 100.3 99.8
109.1 108.1

Mixed Manufactured and Natural Gas

A third subindex has been computed for companies using mixed
gas. The opening of large natural gas wells furnishing a supply
greatly in excess of the needs of local, sparsely settled communities,
has resulted in the piping of the product to markets many miles
distant. A number of cities adjacent to these pipe lines are utilizing
this natural gas with a high B. t. u. content by mixing it with manu-
factured gas. For most cities, the use of this mixed gas has provided
an increased heating value per cubic foot.

In March 1923, 2 of the 50 cities included in these indexes were
using mixed gas. Another, Louisville, used mixed gas for 4 months
of the year when the supply of natural gas was insufficient to meet
the demand. This city is now using mixed gas altogether. Two
cities used mixed gas during the transition from the use of manu-
factured to that of straight natural gas. In June 1936, seven cities
were served with mixed gas. The indexes for mixed gas are shown
in table 11.
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TaBLE 11.—Indexes of retail prices of mized gas, March 1923, 8 cities; June 1936,
7 cities

[1923-25=100]

30.6 therms 30.6 therms
10.6 therms 10.6 therms
Year and month Range and Year and month Range and
Range water Range water
heater heater
109.0 109.0 99.3 98.8
99.8 99.8 99.3 98.8
99.6 99.6 99.3 08.8
99.4 99.4 99.3 98.8
99.7 90.7 1 SEabeh 100 SiO8 0 LT 99.3 98.8
99.1 99 1l dene. . oo .. 99.3 98.8
September._ 98.9 98.9 (| September 99.3 98.8
Decemiber: - - iuscaoaotoal 98.9 98.9 || December.___.__.____.___ 99.3 98.8
98.9 98.9 99.0 98.5
98.9 98.9 99.0 98.5
98.9 98.9 98.1 97.5
98.9 98.9 98.1 97.5
101.0 101.0 98.1 97.5
101.0 101.0 98.1 97.5
101.0 101.0 || September.. 97.7 92.2
101.0 101.0 || December ! ___ .. ...____ 97.7 92.2
1934
101.0 BOLHH | Vi TS 97.9 92.5
101.0 101.0 || June______ 98.2 92.8
101.0 101.0 || September._ 98.3 92.9
101.0 101.0 || December.. oo 98.3 92.9
101.0 101.0 98.3 92.9
101.0 101.0 98.3 92.5
101.0 101.0 98. 4 92.6
10L.0 101.0 98.3 92.5
101.0 101.0 98.1 92.0
101.0 101.0 98.1 92.1
101.0 101.0
98.2 98.1

1 From 1923 to December 1933, Louisville was served natural gas during 8 months of the year and mixed
gas during the remaining 4 months. This city was not included in the index until December 1933.

A record of the cities included in the indexes for mixed manufactured

and natural gas follows:
A.—Cities serving mixed gas throughout entire period, March

1923-June 1936, inclusive.

Middle Atlantie:
Buffalo

B.—Clities transferred from manufactured or natural gas to mixed
gas, and date of transfer.

East North Central:

ChicaphaFlas By e L o et 0T T Manufactured_______ Dec. 1931

Clnilinatt e il B8 = il Natuzalcs Sl T June 1936
West North Central:

MinneaPolia e shlon st/ St = me w4 Manufactured_____. . June 1935

St Mouis - BUee B O e Manufactured_______ Sept. 1932
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South Atlantie:

Washingtontiit. . ouh (ke W wabr oy d Manufactured.__..__ Mar. 1931
East South Central:

Louiaville Bt L tr ot alete Jgnsti TP LY (&) A O e e T Dec. 1933
Pacific:

San FrRncieos T 0L o ln e sl & R Manufactured__.____ Sept. 1929

C.—Cities transferred to natural gas from mixed gas, and date
of transfer.

Pacific:
TogWAngelasuuic 2o Tiem e Sh o R L Naturgl_ _ _eise on Mar. 1927
San: Franciscol . ole iatas i 1 LITEhued ., Nattrdlss oot e Mar. 1930

The relative importance of each of these cities during the years from
1923 to 1936 is indicated in table 12.

TaBLE 12.—Weighting factors for indexes of mized gas

[Percentage distribution by cities for March 1923 and at dates when cities are transferred to/or from the
indexes for mixed gas]

Mar. | June | Mar. | Sept. | Mar. | Mar. | Dec. | Sept. | Dec. | June
1923 | 1925 | 1927 1929 1930 1931 1931 1932 1933 1935

City

2 cities|3 cities|2 cities| 3 cities | 2 cities | 3 cities | 4 cities | 5 cities | 6 cities | 7 cities

Total for cities includ-

ed in indexes. 100.0 100. 0
Buffalo -1t CLis des s g 5 5 5 . 2 X A 11.3
Los Angeles- T 1 il a4 i) et o Dr e o (MBSl B 11 S 1 B,
Olnelnnatitf Lot -0l ey % ] 3 g 5 ; b 5 7L
San Francisco....

‘Washington, D. C. 8.2
©Chieapo. . Lo g L 49.9
Bt..Toulst B R C It ot 116
Louisville ! .oo.._____ 4.6
Minneapolis-ceeemeeeee|oceceos|ocoaaos LT TE S0 T W (KT U S et 7.8

1 From 1923 to December 1933 Louisville was served natural gas during 8 months of the year and mixed
gas during the remaining 4 months. This city was not included in the index until December 1933.

Explanation of Terms

British thermal unit.—This is the quantity of heat required to raise
the temperature of 1 pound of pure water 1° F.

Heating value—The heating value is expressed in numbers of
British thermal units (B. t. u.) per cubic foot of gas. The minimum
heating value per cubic foot is usually prescribed by public service
commissions or city ordinance. Heating value standards for manu-
factured gas vary between 400 and 600 B. t. u. per cubic foot. For
natural gas service, the minimum heating value is prescribed in only
a few instances. The heating value of natural gas, in general, is
between 900 and 1,200 B. t. u. per cubic foot and usually approxi-
mates 1,000.

3 From 1923 to December 1933, Louisville was served natural gas during 8 months of the year and mixed
gas during the remaining 4 months. This city was not included in the index until December 1933.
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Therm.—A therm is a unit of heating value equivalent to 100,000
B.t.u. The number of cubic feet of gas in a given number of therms is
determined by multiplying the given number of therms by 100,000
and dividing this product by the heating value of the gasin B. t. u. per
cubic foot. For example: 10 therms is equivalent to 2,000 cubic feet
of gas having a heating value of 500 B. t. u. per cubic foot, and of 1,000
cubic feet of gas having a heating value of 1,000 B. t. u. per cubic foot.

Straight line schedule.—Under this type of rate schedule, the price of
gas per thousand cubic feet or per therm is constant regardless of the
amount of consumption.

Block schedule.—Under this rate schedule, a constant price per
thousand cubic feet or per therm is charged for all gas consumed in the
first “‘block’ of a designated number of units and a lower price per
thousand cubic feet or per therm is charged for all gas consumed in
succeeding blocks of fixed number of units.

In some cities domestic and commercial customers are billed under
the same rate schedule, which comprises a succession of comparatively
large blocks of consumption for which graduated lower prices are
charged. Since, in many instances, these blocks are too large to affect
the price of gas used for domestic purposes, the term ‘‘block meter
schedule’” as used in this report has been arbitrarily limited to rates
having less than 10,000 cubic feet in the first block. Rates having
10,000 cubic feet or more in the first block have been designated as
“straight line schedules.”

Wright demand schedule.—This type of block schedule takes into
account either the customers load factor or the size or number of rooms
in the home. The number of cubic feet or therms in each block is
regulated by these conditions and therefore varies accordingly from
customer to customer.

Service charge—Many rate schedules include a fixed monthly charge
which is either a designated amount to be added to the charge for the
gas consumed or which includes the consumption of a limited number
of cubic feet. These are called service charges. For the purpose of
this study, a fixed charge covering the use of 1,000 cubic feet or less
of gas has been designated as a service charge. These service charges
are, as a rule, equivalent to minimum bills.

Rate change—The use of this term for explaining changes in city
indexes is restricted to indicate an increase or a decrease in the price
per unit of 1,000 cubic feet or per therm.

Change in block.—This term indicates an increase or a decrease in
the number of cubic feet or therms included in one or more of the
blocks of a block meter schedule.

The city indexes presented in table 13 and the basic data used in
the computation of these indexes as shown in table 14 are discussed
on pages 2 and 6. '

126580°—87—4
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TaBLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936,

1nclusive
[1923-25=100]
[M =Manufactured]
New England
Boston (2 companies) Fall River Manchester

10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6

Year and month therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms
Kind Kind Kind

of Range of Range of Range

gas an gas an gas and
Range water Range water Range water
heater heater heater
$2.41 | $6.95 |- $2.31 | $6.67 |.__... $2.76 | $7.48
22.7¢ | 22,76 |oso 21.8¢ | 21.8¢ |.__.__ 26.0¢ | 24.4¢
98.2 | 98.2| M |100.0 |100.0| M 97.7 97.6
98.2 | 98.2| M |100.0|100.0 | M 97.7 97.6
98.2 | 98.2| M |100.0 | 100.0 | M 97.7 97.6
98.2| 98.2| M |100.0|100.0 | M 97.7 97.6
98.2| 98.2| M |100.0 | 100.0 { M 97.7 97.6
98.2| 98.2| M |100.0 | 100.0 [ M 97.7 97.6
98.2| 98.2| M |100.0 | 100.0 | M 97.7 97.6
98.2| 98.21 M |100.0 | 100.0 | M 97.7 97.6
98.2| 98.2( M |100.0 | 100.0 | M | 103.2 95.4
98.2| 98.2| M |100.0|100.0| M | 103.2 95. 4
98.2( 98.2| M |100.0 |100.0 | M | 103.2 95.4
98.2| 98.2| M 1100.0|100.0 | M | 103.2 95. 4
98.2| 98.2| M | 100.0|100.0 | M | 103.2 95.4
98.2( 98.2| M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 103.2 95. 4
98.2 | 98.2| M |[109.4| 89.1| M | 103.2 95. 4
101.9 | 90.2| M |[109.4 | 8.1 | M | 103.2 95.4
101.9 | 90.2 | M | 109.4| 89.1| M | 103.2 95.4
101.9 | 90.2( M |109.4( 89.1 M | 103.2 95. 4
101.9 | 90.2 | M | 109.4 | 89.1| M | 103.2 95.4
10.9| 90.2( M |109.4| 89.1| M | 103.2 95.4
10.9 | 90.2| M {109.4| 89.1| M | 103.2 95.4
10,9 | 90.2| M |109.4| 89.1| M | 103.2 95. 4
1019 | 90.2 | M |109.4| 8.1 M | 103.2 86.8
101.9 | 90.2 | M |109.4| 89.1| M | 103.2 86.8
101.9 | 90.2 | M |109.4| 89.1| M | 103.2 86.8
101.9| 90.2 | M |109.4| 89.1| M | 103.2 86.8
September. 101.9 | 83.7| M |109.4| 8.1| M | 103.2 86.8
December . 101.9 | 83.7| M |109.4| 89.1| M | 103.2 86.8
101.9 | 83.7( M |109.4( 89.1| M | 103.2 86.8
101.9 | 83.7( M |[109.4 | 89.1| M | 103.2 86.8
101.9 | 83.7| M |109.4| 89.1| M | 103.2 86.8
101.9| 83.7( M 109.4 | 89.1 | M | 103.2 86.8
101.9 | 81.8 | M |[109.4 | 89.1| M | 103.2 75.9
101.9 | 81.8| M |109.4| 89.1( M | 103.2 75.9
101.9 [ 81.8 | M |[109.4 | 8.1 | M | 103.2 75.9
101.9| 81.8| M |109.4| 89.1 | M | 103.2 75.9
101.9 | 818 | M |109.4| 89.1| M | 103.2 75.9
101.9 | 81.8 (| M [109.4| 89.1| M | 103.2 75.9
101.9 | 81.8 | M |[109.4| 89.1| M | 103.2 75.9
101.9 | 81.8| M |109.4| 89.1 | M | 103.2 75.9
101.9 | 81.8 | M |[109.4| 89.1| M | 103.2 75.9
101.9 | 81.8 | M |[109.4| 8.1 | M | 103.2 75.9
Not bill, Jane 1986 . oo acia i foaias $2.45 | $5.69 |.____- $2.53 | $5.94 |.__.__ $2.85 | $5.67
Average price per therm June 1936______|______ 23.1¢ | 18.6¢ |.----- 23.9¢ | 19.4¢ |______ 26. 8¢ 18. 5¢

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES
(For description of rate schedules and lanation of technical terms, see page 18.)

Boston (2 companies).—1923-25: Straight line schedule. Rate decreases (i. e., a decrease in the price
per unit of 1,000 cubic feet) lowered the relatives from 102.9 to 98.8 for March 1924; and to 98.2 for June 1925.
December 1929: Introduction of service charge and change in rate. September 1932 and March 1934: Intro-
duction by the two companies at different dates of a separate block meter schedule available to customers
using major appliances in addition to a range.

Fall River.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. September 1929: Introduction of service charge and change
in block and rate.

Manchester.—1923-25: Block meter schedule with service charge. A rate decrease lowered the relatives
for March 1924 from 104.5 to 97.7 for range, and from 104.8 to 97.6 for range and water heater. March 1928:
Lower B. t. u. and changes in block, rate, and service charge. September 1931: Introduction of a separate
block-meter schedule available to customers using major appliances in addition to a range. March 1934:
Change in block and rate.
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TaABLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936,
inclusive—Continued

[1923-25=100]
[M =Manufactured]

New England
New Haven Portland, Maine Providence
Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 106 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms
Kind Kind Kind
of Range of Range of Range
gas an gas an gas and

Range | water Range | woter Range | wotor

heater heater heater

Net bill, average 1923-25. . - «-vccacaae-u|-cnaas $2.47 | $6.39 |- $3.13 | $8.85 |_.__.. $2.66 | $6.73
Price per therm, average 1923-25________|______ 23.3¢| 20.9¢| .- 29.5¢| 28.9¢| .. .. 25.1¢| 22.0¢
.......... M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.8 | 96.7 | M 97.1 96. 7

.......... M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.8 | 96.7 | M 97.1 96.7

____________ M 97.4| 97.0| M 96.8 | 96.7 | M 96. 8 90.7

____________ M 97.4| 97.0 | M 096.6 | 88.0 | M 96. 8 90.7

____________ M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 83.0 | M 96. 8 90.7

____________ M 97.4| 97.0| M 96.6 | 83.0 | M 96. 8 90.7

.......... M 07.4| 97.0( M 96.6 | 88.0| M 96. 8 90.7

.......... M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 8.0 M 96.8 90.7

.......... M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0| M 96.8 90.7

____________ M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 8.0| M 96.8 90.7

____________ M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 83.0 | M 96.8 90.7

__________ M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 83.0 | M 96.8 90.7

1929—March oo _______ M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0| M 96. 8 90.7
URner | T il X M 97.4| 97.0| M 96.6 [ 83.0| M 96. 8 90.7
September__..____________ M 97.4| 972.0| M 96.6 | 88.0| M 96.8 90.7
December_ .. ____________ M 97.4| 972.0| M 96.6 | 88.0| M 96.8 90.7
1080=MIaTCh o o T e i M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 8.0 M 96. 8 90.7
............ M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 8.0 M 96. 8 90.7

____________ M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0| M 96.8 90.7

____________ M 97.4 | 97.0| M 96.6 | 83.0| M 96. 8 90.7

____________ M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 8.0 | M 96. 8 90.7

____________ M 97.4 97.0 | M 96.6 (| 88.0| M 96. 8 90.7

____________ M 97.4 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96.8 90.7

____________ M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 8.0 | M 96. 8 90.7

__________ M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 8.0 | M 96.8 90.7

M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 8.0 | M 96.8 90.7

M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 8.0 | M 96. 8 90. 7

M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0| M 96.8 90.7

____________ M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 8.0 | M 96.8 90.7

____________ M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 83.0 | M 96.8 90.7

____________ M 97.4 97.0 | M 96. 6 88.0| M 96. 8 90.7

____________ M 97.4| 97.0| M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96.8 90.7

____________ M 97.4| 970 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96. 8 90.7

____________ M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 83.0 | M 96.8 90.7

............ M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 8.0 | M 96. 8 90.7

............ M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96.8 90.7

____________ M 97.4| 97.0| M 96.6 | 73.6 | M 96.8 90.7

____________ M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 73.6 | M 96.8 90.7

Eotaduls o S M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 73.6 | M 96.8 90.7

Decembep?. .. S.t° . L M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 73.6 | M 96. 8 90.7
1936—March._. M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 73.6 | M 96.8 90.7
AR e o e el M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 73.6 | M 96.8 90.7
Netbill; Jope g -~ T 5 SiEllLo o $2.41 | $6.20 |- $3.03 | $6.51 |._____ $2.57 | $6.10
Average price per therm, June 1936 ____|____.. 22. 76| 20, 3¢ - 28581 - 21.36] e sve 24.3¢| 19.9¢

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIONS

New Haven.—1923-25: Straight line schedule with service charge. A rate decrease lowered the relatives
for March 1925 from 101.3 to 97.4 for range and from 101.5 to 97.0 for range and water heater.

Portland, Maine.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. March 1926: Rate decrease (i. e., a decrease in the
price per unit of 1,000 cubic feet). December 1926: Introduction of straight line schedule with service charge.
March 1985; Introduction of a separate block meter schedule available to customers using major appliances
in addition to a range.

Providence.—1923-25: Block meter schedule with service charge. Due to rate decreases in June 1923 and
March 1925 (1. e., a decrease in the price per unit of 1,000 cubic feet), the relatives for these dates showed the
following downward trends from March 1923: Range, 104.9, 101.0, and 97.1; range and water heater, 105.8,
101,1, and 96.7, September 1926; Change in block and rate,
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TaBLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936,
inclusive—Continued

[1923-25=100]
[M =Manufactured, X =Mixed manufactured and natural]

Middle Atlantic
New York
Buffalo Newark (12 companies)
Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms
Kind Kind Kind
of Ra%ge of Randge of Range
gas an gas an gas and

Range| water Range| woter Range| oter
heater heater heater
...... $0.72 | $2.06 (... $2.47 | $7.12 |______| $2.32 | $6.71
______ 6.7¢ | 6.7¢ |._....[ 23.3¢ | 23.3¢ |______| 21.9¢ | 21.9¢
X 107.11107.1 | M 98.3 | 98.3 | M | 100.0 | 100.0
X 107.1 { 107.1 | M 98.3 ( 98.3| M | 100.0 | 100.0
X 107.11107.1 | M 98.3 | 98.3 | M | 100.0 | 100.0
X |107.1]107.1 | M 98.3 | 98.3| M |100.0 | 100.0
X 107.1 [ 107.1 | M 98.3| 98.3| M | 100.0 | 100.0
X 107.1 1 107.1 | M 98.3| 98.3| M |100.1| 100.0
X 107.1 { 107.1 | M 8.3 | 98.3| M | 100.8 99.8
X 107.1 ({ 107.1 | M 98.3 | 98.3| M | 100.8 99.8
X |107.1]107.1| M 98.3 | 98.3| M | 100.8 99.8
X 107.1 { 107.1 | M 08.3| 98.3 | M | 100.8 99.8
X ‘J'107.1 | 10721 M 98.3 98.3| M | 100.8 99.8
X 107.1 [ 107.1 | M 98.3( 98.3| M | 100.8 99.8
X 107.1 { 107.1 | M 98.3 | 08.3| M | 100.6 99.6
X 107.1 { 107.1 | M 98.3( 98.3| M | 100.6 99. 6
X 107.1 ( 107.1 | M | 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.6 99. 6
X 107.1 [ 107.1 | M | 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.5 99.5
X 107.1 [ 107.1 | M [ 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.5 99.5
X 107.1 | 107.1 | M | 109.0| 88.6 | M | 100.5 99. 5
X 107.1 [ 107.1 | M | 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.5 99.5
X 107.1 [ 107.1 | M | 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.5 99.5
X 107.1 [ 107.1 | M | 109.0 | 88.6 | M. | 100.5 99.5
X 107.1 ( 107.1 | M | 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.5 99. 5
X 107.1 | 107.1 | M | 109.0| 8.6 | M | 101.1 95. 4
X 107.1 | 107.1 ( M | 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 101.1 95. 4
X |107.1(107.1 | M |109.0| 88.6 | M | 100.7 95. 4
X 107.1 [ 107.1{ M |[109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.7 95.4
X |107.1|107.1 | M |109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.7 95.4
X 107.1 [ 107.1 | M | 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.7 95.4
X 107.1 [ 107.1 | M | 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.3 94.0
X 107.1 | 107.1 | M | 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.3 94.0
X 107.1 | 107.1 | M | 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.3 94.0
X 107.1 { 107.1 | M [ 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.3 94.0
X 107.1 | 107.1 | M | 109.0 | 8.6 | M | 100.3 94.0
X 107.1 { 107.1 | M | 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.3 94.0
X 107.1 |1 107.1 | M | 109.0 ( 88.6 | M | 100.3 94.0
X 107.1 1 107.1 { M | 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 102.4 95.9
X 107.1 | 107.1 M | 109.0 88.6| M 102.4 95.9
.4 107.1 ( 107.1 | M 109.0 | 88.6 | M 102.4 95.9
X 107.1 | 107.1 | M 109.0 | 88.6 | M 101.2 94.7
X 107.1 ({107.1 | M [ 109.0 | 8.1 | M | 1012 90. 6
X 107.1 ({ 107.1 | M [ 109.0 | 8.1 | M | 101.2 90. 6
X 107.1 { 107.1 | M 109.0 | 8.1 | M 101. 2 90.6
Net bill, JTune 1986_ . - - ec o comccanoaeoces| oo $0.77 | $2.21 [___._. $2.69 | $6.06 |._____ $2.35 | $6.07
Average price per therm, June 1936______|______ 7. S 0 e 25.4¢ | 19.88 | .. __ 22.1¢ | 19.9¢

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES

Buffalo.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. Due to an adjustment in price per cubic foot for cost of manu-
facture the relatives ranged from 102.3 in Mar. 1923 to 99.6 in June 1924. In September 1924 when the adjust-
ment was discontinued the relatives stood at 98.9 March 1926: Rate increase (i. e., an increase in the price
per unit of 1,000 cubic feet).

Newark.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. A rate decrease lowered the relatives for June 1924 from 102.4 (o
98.3. September 1929: Introduction of block meter schedule with service charge. December 1935: Change
in block and rate. i

New York (12 companies).—1923-March 1927: Straight line schedules. June 1927-September 1935-
Changes in relatives (with the exception of December 1934) were due to the introduction of block meter
schedules with service charge, or the introduction of new straight line schedules with service charges. De-
cember 1934: A sales tax of 2 percent became effective. December 1935: Block meter schedules advanta-
geous to those customers using major appliances were made available to about 40 percent of the customers.
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TaBLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936,
inclusive—Continued

[1923-25=100]
[M =Manufactured, N=Natural]

Middle Atlantic
Phi Pittsburgh
Philadelphia (3 companies) Rochester
Year and month
10.6 30.6 10.6 30.6 10.6 30.6
therms|therms! therms|therms therms|therms
Kind Kind Kind
of Range of Ran(gle of Rarzige
as an gas an gas an
: Range water Range water Range water
heater heater heater
Net hill, average 1923-25. - e coeeemeaaac|ooeae $2.00 | $5.77 ... $1.00 | $1.51 |_____. $1.99 | $5.75
Price per therm, average 1923-25_..._.__|.____. 18.9¢ | 18.9¢ |...__. 9.4 | 4.9¢ |- 18.7¢ | 18.7¢
T = Minnoh - L0 VST b lol el 100.0 | 100.0 | N | 100.0 [ 108.6 | M | 99.2| 99.2
June... 100.0 | 100.0 | N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99.2 99.2
September. 100.0 | 100.0 | N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2
Decetnber Taaisl T2 Lo oo 100.0 | 100.0 | N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2
1927—March___ M 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99, 2
o7 s T 0 i SR, 0 LRt S TSR M | 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99.2 99. 2
September. 100.0 | 10.00 | N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99.2
December_ .. M |100.0 | 100.0 | N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99.2 99, 2
1928—March SF M | 100.0|100.0 | N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99, 2
June M | 100.0 | 100.0 | N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99, 2
September £ sl o =il L M | 100.0 | 100.0 | N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99.2
Pooember Li.. ittt i oaei ] M | 100.0 | 100.0 | N | 100.0 | 108.6 [ M 99, 2 99. 2
M | 100.0 [ 100.0 | N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99.2
M | 100.0 ] 100.0 | N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99.2 99.2
M | 100.0|100.0 | N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99.2
M | 100.0 | 100.0 { N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99.2
1930—March._ . M | 100.0 | 100.0 | N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2
ot pl o S e W S TR I R S M 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2
September.. M |100.0]100.0| N |100.0| 108.6 | M 99.2 99. 2
Deacember_ .- g Seerdlo 18 M |100.0 [ 100.0 | N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2
1931—March z - M 95.0| 95.0 | N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99.2 99.2
June___ M 95.0| 95.0| N |100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99, 2
Septem M 95.0 | 95.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99, 2 99. 2
December - M 95.0| 95.0( N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99.2 99, 2
1932—March -l M 95.0| 95.0( N | 100.0{ 108.6 | M 99.2 99.2
June M 95.0 | 95.0| N |100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99.2
Septemher. 2. - s .l Lo il M 95.0| 95.0( N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2
December . M 90.0| 8.7 N |[100.0| 108.6 | M 99.2 99.2
1933—March._ M 90.0 | 86.7 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2
June.._ M 90.0 | 8.7 N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 96.7
September. M 90.0 | 8.7 N |[100.0| 1086 | M 99. 2 96.7
December . M 0.0 | 8.7 N |100.0| 108.6 | M 99.2 96.7
1934—March L M 90.0 | 86.7( N |100.0| 108.6 | M 99. 2 96. 7
June_____ M 90.0 { 86.7 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 96.7
Septemblerss. ... isibe-ciiliomac s M 90.0 | 8.7 N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 96.7
§DJT010001 ) o MR o R e M 90.0 [ 86.7 | N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99.2 96. 7
1935—March M 90.0 | 8.7 N |[100.0|108.6 | M 09.2 96.7
June. M 90.0 | 8.7 N |[100.0|108.6 | M 99.2 96.7
September_c_ 2t o .o e. . M 90.0 | 8.7 | N |100.0 ) 198.6 | M 99. 2 96.7
December.___ 90.0 | 8.7 | N |[100.0| 108.6 | M 99.2 96.7
1936—March 90.0 | 8.7 | N |[100.0| 108.6 | M 99.2 96.7
JTNOE L - M 90.0 | 8.7 | N |[100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 96.7
Net:billy June 1986 s t8 e ool ot o $1.80 | $5.01 |..____ $1.00 | $1.64 |._____ $1.97 | $5.56
Average price per therm, June 1936______|______ 17.0¢ | 16.4¢ |._____ 0.48+1 5.8¢ |-l 18.6¢ | 18.2¢

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES

Philadelphia.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. March 1931: Rate decrease (i. e., a decrease in the price
per unit of 1,000 cubic feet). December 1932: Introduction of block meter schedule.

Pittsburgh (3 companies).—1923-June 1936: Straight line schedules. Relatives for range for the entire
period are based on minimum charge. Due to rate increases (i. e., an increase in the price per unit of 1,000
cubic feet), the relatives for range and water heater showed the following: March 1923, 90.5; December
1923, 92.3; and September 1924, 108.6. -

Rochester.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. A rate decrease lowered the relatives from 104.1 to 99.2 for
Seligerﬁbeg 1923. June 1933: Introduction of block meter schedule affecting the relative for range and
water heater.
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TaBLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936,
inclusive—Continued

1923-25=100]
[M=Manufactured, X =mixed manufactured and natural]

Middle Atlantic East North Central
Scranton Chicago Cincinnati

Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6

therms|therms therms|therms| therms|therms
Kind Kind Kind

of Rar(xige of Rar:ige of Range

gas an gas an gas and
Range water Range water Range water
heater heater heater
______ $3.01 | $7.98 {.._-| $2.13] $5.76 |..-—-_] $0.79 | ‘$1.70
______ 28.3¢ | 26.1¢ |-_____| 20.1¢ | 18.8¢ |_._____| 7.4¢ 5. 5¢
M 99.8| 99.8( M 99.4 | 99.2 | X 114.3 | 154.0
M 99.8 | 99.8 | M 99.4 | 99.2| X 114.3 154.0
M |101.5| 87.3| M 99.4 | 99.2| X 114.3 154.0
M (10L5| 87.3 | M 99.4] 99.2| X 114.3 154.0
M | 10L.5 87.3 | M 99.4 ] 99.2| X 114.3 154.0
M |10L5| 87.3 | M 99.4 ] 99.2| X 114.3 | 154.0
Septembergs. L. Sl 2l 08 M |101.5( 87.3 | M 99.4] 99.2| X 114.3 154.0
DOcomberIr. . tovsblool sel s 8g M (101.5( 8.3 | M 9.4 99.2 | X 114.3 154. 0
1928—March .| M [101.5| 87.3 | M 99.4 ] 99.2| X 114.3 154. 0
27T SEPE . SRR I B e M |[10L.5( 8.3 | M 95.6 | 94.5| X 114.3 | 154.0
Septemberia . st szuad i M (1015 87.3| M 95.6 | 94.5( X 114.3 154.0
Doemberyr, (b i a cu St M (10L.5( 87.3| M 95.6 | 94.5| X 114.3 | 154.0
1920=—Migmehy: oo o el ol L e M (101.5( 87.3| M 95.6 | 94.5( X 114.3 154.0
0L L S s B CE ] st T M | 101.5 87.3 | M 95.6 | 94.5 | X 114.3 154.0
Boptemberi:. forau o ool o M |10L.5| 8.3 M 95.6 | 94.5| X | 1143 | 154.0
Decembeny:. . stely oo Ly M |103.0| 8.7 M 95.6 | 94.5( X 114.3 154.0
1930—Mareh. b s g ol o el L0 M (103.0( 8.7| M 95.6 | 94.5( X 117.1 156. 6
T T SN JE G Tl (ST A P M (103.0( 8.7 | M 95.6| 94.5| X 117.1 156. 6
Septemberss. 1. gl Sl ni L 220 M (103.0( 83.7| M 95.6 | 94.5| X |117.1| 156.6
Decembers . L s LUk uun /02 M |103.0| 8.7 M 95.6 | 94.5( X 117.1 156. 6
___________ M 103.0 | 8.7 | M 95.6 94.5 X 117.1 156. 6
........... M |103.0| 88.7| M 95.6 94.5| X 117.1 156. 6
| M [103.0| 8.7| M 95.6 | 94.5 | X 7 156. 6
| M (103.0( 887 | X 91.3 89.1 X 117.1 156. 6
| M [103.0 8.7 X 91.3 | 890.1| X a7 156. 6
........... M [103.0| 88.7| X 91.3 | 89.1| X 117.1 156. 6
gtz sl o e M |103.0| 88.7( X 9.3 | 80.1| X 117.1 156. 6
Decombr st Vs Ui, b K M |103.0| 87| X 91.3 | -89.1.| X 017,11 156.6
98— MVIianeh . S 3o, i e et ot M 103.0 | 88.7| X 91.3 | 89.1 X 117.1 156.6
Jupess. L VL, ANy sl T M |103.0| 8.7 X 91.3 | 89.1 X 117.1 156. 6
Septemberii. Loa all il i L M 103.0 | 88.7| X 90,81~ 81, 7 X5 117.1 156.6
Decembar il -l Ll ey o8 M |103.0| 88.7| X 90.8 | 8L7| X 117.1 | 156.6
J934—Mangh. . < [0 et oue sl M |103.01 88.7| X 90.8 | 81..7( X 117.1 | 156.6
Jompens ot 32 0 L Ll aiie e L M 103.0 | 88.7| X 90.8| 81.7| X 11750 156. 6
Seplemberis. .. a.dlb Lt L2l M |103.0( 8.7 X 90.8| 8.7 X 1171 156. 6
ecsmber i o el LABIEL S L2 M |[103.0| 8.7 X 90.8 | 8157 | - XeWB* T L0 156.6
d08G—MEareh. L. i0. . e agt A M 103.0 | 88.7| X 90.8 STl X 117.1 156. 6
Jumest e Lo h e ) M 103.0 | 88.7| X 90.8 8L 7.} X 115.7 144.6
Beptombers .. . oo s h M |[103.0| 8.7| X 90.8 | 8L7| X 115.7 | 144.6
DOCOMBRP I i onamotaadiudll LW M 103.0 | 88.7 | X 90.8 | 81..7| X 115.7 144.6
1986 —Mareh. P2 ial gl L4 KL 5 M [103.0| 8.7| X 90.8 | 8.7 X 115.7 | 144.6
335017 oL IR ST LR 3 WL S s M |103.0| 8.7 X 90.8 | 8.7 X 115.7 | 144.6
o bill,-Jane 1080 - L stooiieec o as Hoasses $3.10 | $7.08 |- $1.94 | $4.69 |______ $0.91 | $2.45
Average price per therm, June 1936_____|.__.__ 29.2¢ | 23.1¢ |-—___ 18.3¢ | 15.86 | - 8.6¢ 8.0¢

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES

Scranton.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. A rate decrease lowered the relatives for March 1924 from
104.4 to 97.8 for range and from 103.6 to 98.2 for range and water heater. March 1926: Lower B. t. u.
September 1926: Introduction of service charge and change in rate. December 1929: Lower B. t. u.

Chicago.—1923-25: Block meter schedule with service charge. A rate decrease lowered September 1923
relatives from 103.1 to 99.4 for range and from 103.9 to 99.2 for range and water heater. June 1928: Intro-
duction of straight line schedule with service charge. December 1931: Change from manufactured to mixed
gas with higher B. t. u., introduction of block meter schedule with service charge, and consumption measured
on thermal basis. September 1933: Change in block and rate, and introduction of separate block meter
schedule available to customers using major appliances in addition to a range.

Cincinnati.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. Relatives for range are based on minimum charge.
Change from natural to mixed gas, rate change, and discontinuance of the use of the minimum charge for
computing relatives for range increased the June 1925 relatives from 95.2 to 114.3 for range, and from 82.0
to 154.0 for range and water heater. March 1930; Lower B. t. u. June 1935; Change in block and rate.
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TaABLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936,
inclusive—Continued
[1923-25=100]
[M =Manufactured, N=Natural]

East North Central
i Columbus '
Cleveland (2 companies) Detroit
Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms
Kind Kind Kind
of Ran(gie of Range of Range
gas an gas an gas and
Range water Range water Range water
heater heater heater
Net bill, average 1923-25_ ___ . ________|-.___. $0.92 | $1.71 |...... $0.53 | $1.38 $1.56 | $4.40
Price per therm, average 1923-25_ _.______| _____ 8.7¢1:5.68 | --- 5.0¢ | 4.5¢ 14.7¢ | 14.4¢
PV 8y s e CS . AR N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 115.8 M | 101.1 103.7
June___ dastaes ot N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 115.8 | M | 101.1 103.7
September- - _-.z: .-, N |[106.4 | 110.6 | N | 141.8 | 115.8 | M | 101.1 | 103.7
December. ... N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 115.8 M | 101.1 103.7
1927—March_ .. ____ N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 [ 101.0 | M | 101.1 103.7
Jutig . L Lii0 gl T N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 [ 101.0 | M | 101.1 103.7
September.. N |106.4]|110.6 | N |141.8|101.0 | M |101.1| 103.7
December. - N |106.4|110.6 | N |[141.8 [ 101.0 | M | 101.1| 103.7
1928—March N |106.4|110.6 | N |141.8 (101.0 | M |10L1| 103.7
June___ N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 [ 101.0 | M | 101.1 103.7
September-...___.._____ N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 [ 101.0 | M | 10L.1 103.7
December.. .. ... __ N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 [ 101.0 { M | 101.1 103.7
1929—March_ ... ______ N |106.4|110.6 | N |141.8 [ 101.0 | M | 10L.1| 103.7
p 7L ) N oo N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 [ 101.0 | M | 101.1 103.7
September__.__________ N |106.4]110.6 | N |141.8|101.0| M | 101.1| 103.7
December._. .. .U, 0. N |[106.4 | 110.6 | N | 141.8 | 101.0 ( M | 101.1 | 103.7
1930—March. ... _____ N |[106.4 | 110.6 | N | 141.8 | 10.0 | M | 10L.1 | 103.7
P50 T 1 A S T ¥ 5T o N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 ( 101.0 | M | 101.1 103.7
September________._______ N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 [ 101.0 [ M | 10L.1 103.7
Devember L. Sl [ N 106.4 | 110.6 | N 141.8 ( 101.0 [ M | 101.1 103.7
1931—March..____._._ .. __ N [106.4 [ 110.6 | N |141.8 |101.0| M | 101.1 | 103.7
Jamet . L S .o D00 L N [106.4 [ 110.6 | N | 141.8 | 101.0 | M | 101.1 | 103.7
September_____________ N |106.4 | 110.6 | N |141.8 (101.0 | M |[10..1| 103.7
December_.._.....____ N 106.4 | 110.6 | N 141.8 | 101.0 { M | 101.1 103.7
1932—March_ .. ______________ N |[106.4 [ 110.6 | N | 141.8 | 101.0 | M | 10L1 | 103.7
JuiReE L SO Tt N ¢ N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 101.0 | M 98.5 101. 1
September__._______.___ N |106.4|110.6 | N | 141.8 | 101.0| M 98.5 | 1011
December. ... ... N [106.4|110.6 | N |141.8 | 101.0 | M 98.5 | 101.1
1933—March..o.o_________ N |[106.4 [110.6 | N | 141.8 | 111.6 | M 98.5 | 101.1
Juna .- o NI N [106.4 [110.6 | N | 141.8 |111.6 | M 98.5 | 101.1
September._...._______ N |106.4)110.6 | N |141.8 ( 111.6 | M [ 101.5 [ 104.1
December. ... __. N |106.4|110.6 | N |141.8 (111.6 | M [ 105 | 104.1
1934—March___._____________ N 106.4 | 110.6 | N 141.8 | 111.6 | M | 10L.5 104.1
June._ N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 111.6 | M | 101.5 104.1
Septem’ N |[106.4 (110.6 | N | 141.8 | 111.6 | M | 10L.5 [ 104.1
December. . N 81.4 | 83.6 N 141.8 | 11.6 | M | 10L.5 104.1
1935—March. ... ____________ N 81.4| 83.6| N |[141.8 | 111.6 | M | 101.5 | 104.1
Py . o SR SO N 81.4 | 83.6 N 141.8 | 111.6 | M | 109.4 112.2
September_____..________ N 81.4 | 83.6 N 141.8 | 111.6 | M | 109.4 112.2
Peetiber. ©. i U8 s 5 N 81.4 | 83.6 N 141.8 [ 111.6 | M | 109.4 112.2
1988—NIHreR. L. Do S0 L N 8l.4 | 8.6 | N |141.8 | 1116 | M | 109.4 | 112.2
[ e ot YR L N 81.4 | 83.6 N 141.8.| 111.6 | M 109. 4 112.2
Net billdimne 19865 .. ccetes’ oo a3 - 22 5 $0.75 | $1.43 .- - $0.75 | $1.54 |____.. $1.71 $4.93
Average price per therm, June 1936_____|_ _____ TR AT e 7.1¢ | 5.0¢ |._____ 16.1¢ | 16.1¢

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES

Cleveland.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. March 1923 relative for range based on minimum charge.
Due to discontinuance of the use of minimum charge for computing relatives for range, changes in block and
rate, and introduction of a service charge, the June 1923 relatives increased from 81.4 to 101.2 for range, and
from 65.1 to 102.5 for range and water heater. Rate increase advanced December 1925 relatives to 106.4
for range and 110.6 for range and water heater. December 1934: Change in block and rate and discontin-
uance of service charge. Relatives for range again based on minimum charge.

Columbus (2 companies).—1923-25: Block meter schedule. A rate increase and the use of the minimum
charge for computing relatives for range increased the June 1925 relatives from 86.1 to 141.8 for range and
from 94.7 to 115.8 for range and water heater. March 1927: Introduction of straight line schedule with no
change in the minimum charge. March 1933: Rate increase affecting approximately 70 percent of total
customers.

Detroit.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. Lower B.t.u. and introduction of service charge for June 1924
increased the relatives from 89.4 to 107.5 for range and from 91.7 to 106.0 for range and water heater. March
1926: Discontinuance of service charge. June 1932: Rate decrease, September 1933: Sales tax of 3 per-
cent became effective. June 1935; Rate increase.



26

CHANGES IN RETAIL PRICES OF GAS, 1923-36

TasLE 13.—Indexes of retdil prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936,

inclusive—Continued
[1923-25=100]
(M =Manufactured, N=Natural]

East North Central
Indianapolis Milwaukee Peoria

Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6

therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms
Kind Kind Kind

of Rﬂnge of Range of Range

gas an gas an as and
Range water Range water . Range water
heater heater heater
Net bill, average 19283-25._ . cccemeammaca ool $2.10 | $6.06 |------ $1.74 | $4.66 |._____ $2.26 | $6.50
Price per therm, average 1923-25______.__| _____ 1984 110, 8¢ - .~ 16,66 | 15.28 [--2--2 21.3¢ | 21.3¢
1926=—Mareh. - o3l Sas t a e oo, U2 M 93.0( 93.0| M 99.2 ( 99.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0
J - M 93.0| 93.0| M 99.2 ( 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1
- M 93.0| 93.0| M 99.2 ( 99.0 | M | 100.0 95
M 93.0( 92.0 | M 99.2 1 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1
1927—March_ M 93.0 | 93.0| M 99.2 ( 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1
M 93.0( 93.0 | M 99.2 | 99.0| M | 100.0 79.1
- M 84.1| 841 | M 99.2 | 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1
| M 84.1| 8.1 M 99.2 1 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1
1928—March | M 84.1 | 841 M 99.2 ( 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1
| M 84.1| 841 | M 99.2 | 99.0| M | 100.0 79.1
- M 84.1| 8.1 M 99.2 | 99.0| M | 100.0 79.1
A M 84.1 84.1 M 99.2 (| 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1
1929—March 2l M 84.1| 8.1 | M 99.2( 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1
J |t VD 84.1| 8.1 | M 99.2 | 99.0| M | 100.0 79.1
e 84.1| 841 | M 99.2 ( 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1
PEIES: 84.1| 84.1| M 99.2 | 99.0| M | 100.0 79.1
1930—March Cal " 84.1| 8.1 | M 99.2 | 99.0| M | 100.0 79.1
Ji | M 841 8.1 | M 99.2( 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1
A M 84.1( 841 | M 99.2 ( 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1
=1 Ve 84.1| 841 M 99.2 ( 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1
1931—March 21 M 84.1| 841 | M 99.2 | 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1
J | M 84.1 8.1 M 99.2 | 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1
| M 84.1| 8.1 | M 99.2 ( 99.0 | M 98.7 77.1
- M 84.1| 81| M 99.2| 99.0 | M 98.7 vl
1932—March.__.. 22| M 84.1| 8.1 | M 99.2 | 99.0 | N 94.0 71.9
Ji g - 84.1| 841 M 99.2 | 99.0 | N 94.0 71.9
- M 84.1( 81| M 99.2 | 99.0 | N 94.0 71.9
....... BEd (B, 1 8.1 841 | M 99.2 ( 99.0 | N 94.0 71.9
1933—March - M 84.1( 8.1 | M 99.2 ( 99.0 | N 94.0 71.9
| M 84.1| 8.1 | M 9.2 909.0| N 94.0 3 )
M 84.1| 8.1 | M 99.2 | 99.0( N 94.0 71.9
M 84.1| 841 M 99.2 99.0| N 94.0 71.9
1934—March. M 84.1| 8.1 ( M 99.2 | 99.0 | N 94.0 719
af - M 84.1| 8.1 | M 99.2 1 99.0| N 94.0 71.9
2 NE 84.1 8.1 M 99.2 ( 99.0 | N 94.0 71.9
- M 84.1| 841 | M 99.2( 99.0 | N 94.0 71.9
1935—March___ - M 84.1| 84.1| M 99.2 | 99.0| N 94.0 71.9
MM 84.1( 8.1 | M 99.2( 99.0| N 94.0 71.9
ol M 84.1| 841 M 99.2 ( 99.0| N 94.0 71.9
M 84.1| 841 ( M 99.2 | 99.0| N 94.0 719
1936—March... - M 84.1| 841 M 99.2 | 99.0| N 94.0 71.9
¢ v IR S GRT B o S R M 79.7| 9.7 M 99.2 | 99.0 | N 94.0 71.9
Net bill, June 1936t il s ac |22 02C $1.67 | $4.83 |- $1.73 | $4.61 |____ $2.12 | $4.67
Average price per therm, June 1936..___|_____. 16.8¢ | 15.8¢ |-.ooe-- 16.3¢ | 15.1¢ |-_____ 20.0¢ | 15.3¢

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES
Indianapolis.—1923-25: Straight line schedule.

Rate decreases (i.e., decreases in the price per unit of 1,000

cubic feet) lowered the relatives from 106.3 to 101.9 in June 1923 and to 97.4 in September 1924. March 1926:

Rate decrease.

September 1927: Introduction of block meter schedule.

Milwaukee.—1923-25: Block meter schedule with service charge.
or September 1923 from 103.9 to 99.2 for range and from 104.9 to 99.0 for range and water heater.

Peoria.—1923-25: Block meter schedule.

June 1936: Rate decrease.

A rate decrease lowered the indexes

June 1926: Introduction of Wright-demand schedule available

to customers using major ap{)llauces in addition to a range. September 1931: Introduction of measurement

on a thermal basis.

March

932: Change from manufactured to natural gas with higher B. t. u., and change

in block and rate for range, and in rate (i. e., change in price per therm) for range and water heater.
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TABLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936,

inclusive—Continued
[1923-25=100]
[M=Manufactured, N=Natural, X=Mixed manufactured and natural]
East North Central West North Central
Springfield, I11. Kansas City Minneapolis

10.6 30.6 10.6 30.6 10.6 30.6

Year and month therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms
Kind Kind Kind

of Range| of Range| of Range

gas |Range| and | gas |Range| and | gas |Range| and
water water water
heater heater heater
Net bill, average 1923-25_ - ocoeo|acaee $2.556 | $7.34 |______ $1.37 | $3.10 |.-—--- $1.75 | $5.03
Price per therm, average 1923-25________|-.____ 24.0¢ | 24.0¢ (______ 12.9¢ 1 10.1¢ | ___- 16.4¢ | 16.4¢
1926—March M 9.7 99.7| N 98.2  99.9( M 95.3 95.3
J 92.3| 92.3( N 98.2 99.9 M | 107.2 | 107.2
92.3| 923 N 98.2| 99.9 | M | 105.0 | 105.0
92.3( 92.3( N 98.2( 99.9| M | 105.0 | 105.0
92.3| 92.3| N 98.2( 99.9| M | 102.8| 102.8
92.3| 923| N 98.2 99.9( M | 106.1 | 106.1
92.3| 923 N 98.2 99.9| M | 103.9 | 103.9
92.3| 92.3| N 98.2| 99.9( M | 103.9 | 103.9
92.3| 923 N 98.2 | 99.9| M | 103.9| 103.9
J 92.3 | 92.3| N 98.2 ( 99.9| M | 103.9| 103.9
September 92.3| 92.3| N 98.2| 99.9 | M 99. 5 99.5
December-_._____ 92.3| 92.3( N 98.2| 99.9| M 99.5 99.5
1929—March 92.3| 923 N 08.2| 99.9| M 98.4 98. 4
June. 92.3| 92.3| N 08.2| 99.9| M 98.4 98.4
September 92.3| 92.3| N 08.2| 99.9| M 98. 4 08.4
December__..__ M 92.3| 92.3| N 98.2( 99.9| M 98. 4 98.4
19830—March o . ool - oo e i¥en e 92.3| 92.3| N 98.2| 99.9| M 98.4 98.4
June. M 92.3| 92.3| N 98.2( 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4
goptember Jf e aadl - Leitl ool M 92.3| 923| N 98.2 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4
December______ 4 M 92.3| 92.3| N 98.2( 99.9 M | 118.2 96. 4
1931—Mareh ... ..-= 21 VT 92.3| 92.3| N 98.2| 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4
Fupbr .| b ) 4 M 92.3| 92.3| N 98.2| 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4
September g M 9.6 | 69.9| N 98.2 | 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4
December-_____ | M 91.6 | 69.9( N 98.2| 99.9( M | 118.2 96. 4
1932—March_..__._______ 2PN 83.3| 63.7| N 98.2| 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4
June = BN 83.3| 63.7| N 98.2| 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4
September | N 83:3 | -63. T "N 98.2| 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4
N 83.3| 63.7| N 98.2| 99.9 M | 118.2 96. 4
VN 83.3| 63.7| N 98.2| 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4
June. - N 83.3| 63.7| N 98.2 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4
September..__._____ .| N 83.3| 63.7( N 98.2| 99.9| M | 118.2 96.4
December- . 4 N 83.3 | 63.7( N 98.2 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4
1934—March N 83.3| 63.7| N 98.2| 99.9( M | 118.2 96. 4
une. N 75.0| 63.5| N 98.2 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4
September___.______ N 75.0| 63.5| N 98.2( 99.9| M | 118.2 96.4
December. ._.__ N 75.0| 63.5| N 98.2 99.9| M | 118.2 96.4
1935—March..________ N 75.0| 63.5| N 98.2( 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4
Junedr - _Ca il N 75.0| 63.5| N 98.2 | 99.9 X 112.1 88.9
September______ N 75.0| 63.5| N 99.2 (100.9 | X | 112.1 88.9
December N 76.0| 63.5| N 99.2 (100.9 | X | 110.5 86.8
1936—March SHEN 75.0| 63.5| N 99.2 | 100. X 108.9 84.8
N 75.0 | 63.5| N 99.2 ( 100.9 ( X | 108.9 84.8
Net:bill; June 1986_ . L .coos e b oo | a0 $1.91 | $4.66 |- $1.36 | $3.12 |.__.__ $1.90 | $4.27
Average price per therm, June 1936 _.__|______ 18.0¢ | 15.2¢ |- 12.8¢ | 10.2¢ |- 17.9¢ | 13.9¢

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES

Springfield, I11.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. A rate decrease lowered the relatives for June 1923
from 103.4 t0 99.7. June 1926: Rate decrease. September 1931: Introduction of measurement on a thermal
basis, and the introduction of a Wright-demand schedule available to customers using major appliances in
addition to a range. March 1932: Change from manufactured to natural gas with higher B. t. u. and change
in block and rate for range and in rate for range and water heater. June 1934: Change in block and rate
for ﬁz;,nge, and change to separate block meter schedule available to customers using range and other major
appliances.

Kansas City.—1923-25: Straight line schedule with service charge. A change to block meter schedul®
with service charge lowered the relatives for June 1924 from 102.4 to 98.2 for range and from 100.2 to 99.9 for
range and water heater. September 1935: Sales tax of 1 percent became effective.

Minneapolis.—1923-25: Straight line schedule with adjustment for cost of manufacture. Relatives show
a general downward trend from 106.4 to 94.3. June 1926: Lower B. t. u. June 1930: Introduction of
block meter schedule with service charge and discontinuance of adjustment for cost of manufacture. June
1935: Change from manufactured to mixed gas with higher B. t. u., and change in block, rate, and service
charge. December 1935 and March 1936: Rate decreases.
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TaBLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936,
inclusive—Continued
[1923-25=100]

[M =Manufactured, X=Mixed manufactured and natural]

‘West North Central
Omaha 8t. Louis 8t. Paul
Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6
therms|therms therms|therms' therms|therms
Kind Kind Kind
of Range of Randge of Range
gas and | gas |y an as an

Range water Range water p Range water
heater heater heater
Net bill, average 1923-25 o R e $1.77 | $5.10 ______ $1.58 | $4.56
Price per therm, average 1923-25_ 21.1¢ | 19.7¢ |______| 16.7¢ | 16.7¢ |______| 14.9¢ | 14.9¢
1926—March__ ... M 96.8 [ 95.5 | M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 109.8 109.8
June..._ M 96.8 | 95.5| M |100.0 | 100.0 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
September._ M 96.8 | 95.5 | M | 100.0 [ 100.0 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
December M 96.8 | 95.5| M |100.0| 100.0 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
1927—MBIOH. L ek f - b o oot b woire M 96.8 | 95.5| M |100.0 | 100.0 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
57100 RIS R M e | 98 M 96.8 | 95.5| M |100.0 | 100.0 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
September.__. . .o-occcaeeneaaae M 90.5 | 87.2 | M | 100.0 [ 100.0 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
151 1 S N e A R M 90.5 | 87.2 | M |100.0 [ 100.0 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
TO28— MVEAYCR. . .o faies siuniownan s b s M 90.5 | 87.2 | M |100.0 [ 100.0 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
JUHB. L e el M 90.5 | 87.2| M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
BADLOMDOT. . - v < At i S rke M 90.5 | 87.2( M |100.0 [ 100.0 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
Pbogmber. - oo S M 90.5 | 87.2 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
1929—March.. M 83.6 | 80.5| M |100.0 [ 100.0 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
June..._ M 88.6 | 80.5| M |121.3 [103.9 ( M | 109.8 | 109.8
Septemb M 83.6 | 80.5| M |121.3 [103.9 ( M | 109.8 | 109.8
DecemberL. -~ -t o Seaensaangs M 88.6 | 80.5 | M 121.3 | 103.9 | M 109. 8 109.8
030—MIBIBh- . Lk ih L n et s M 88.6 | 80.5| M |[121.3 |103.9 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
bR Il WO (e e S 5 A M 83.6 | 80.5| M |121.3 [103.9 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
Bepfomber: - -t . cv-in-omamsdc-ne M 81.0 | 74.7 | M |121.3 | 103.9 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
DRoSDOr: oo foe Mo sk s e M 8.0 747 | M |(121.3 [103.9 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
1981~ Mareh: &: e by oo o e L3 00e M 81.0| 747 | M |121.3 [103.9 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
2 1007 R T Sl et I S M 8L.0( 747 | M 121.5 1 103.5 | M 109.8 | 109.8
Beplamber.. L - ool i iS M 74.7 | 66.4 | M |121.5|103.5 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
Dhcemler- = 1 - X el M 74.7| 66.4 | M |121.5|103.5| M | 109.8 | 109.8
1982—Mareh 2tk a i i M 74.7 | 66.4 | M |121.5 | 103.5 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
b e R TR N & S M 74.7 | 66.4 | M |121.5|103.5 M |109.8 | 109.8
Septamber. .. i o Tk M 74.7| 66.0 | X |113.7 | 94.6 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
Decamboicd 2 Joli e S ey M 74.7 | 66.0| X |113.7 | 94.6 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
1993—Marel o5 il s M 74.7 | 66.0| X |113.7 | 94.6 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
A a9t 3 (o~ LR S R A B TS M 74.7 66.0 X 113.7 94.6 | M 109. 8 109.8
Beptambers. L L . il el M 74.7| 66.0 | X |113.7| 94.6 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
DECOMDEr st L 2 s 5 - gt 2 = M 74.7 | 66.0 | X |113.7| 94.6 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
1934—Mareh. . asiolae o liloauniaoats M 71.5 62.2 X 113.7 | 946 | M 109.8 109.8
B 15 s U R I, (R Sl TS (O M 7154 62.2| X 113.7 94.6 | M 109. 8 109.8
Beptariibere: . Lol o ol sa. dutis M 68.4| 58.1| X |[113.7| 94.6 | M |109.8 | 109.8
PecemIherisc. | oo poc soant sasnid M 68.4| 58.1| X |[113.7| 94.6 | M |109.8 | 109.8
1935—Marel | o et M 68.4| 58.1| X (113.7 | 94.6 | M |109.8 | 109.8
June._._ M 68.4| 58.1| X |[113.7 | 94.6 | M | 109.8 | 109.8
Septe M 68.4| 68.1 | X (1149 | 95.5| M | 109.8 | 109.8
December M 68. 4 58.1 X 114.9 | 95.5| M | 109.8 109. 8
3 Lt o) v ey sl aSisimabenien s s (o gee M 68.4 58.1 X 114.9 | 95.5 ( M | 109.8 109.8
June M 68.4| 58.1| X (1149 | 95.5| M |109.8 | 109.8
INet bill, Jame 1988 5 2l o o e e SL 531 8850 s $2.03 | $4.87 |.----. $1.74 | $5.00
Average price per therm, June 1936_____|______ 14.4¢ | 11.56 |_____. 10.2¢ | 15:9¢ | ... 16. 4¢ 16. 4¢

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES

Omaha.—1923-25: Straight line schedule with service charge. Lower B. t. u. in September 1924 in-
creased the relatives from 101.1 to 103.1 for range and from 101.8 to 103.8 for water heater. In March 1925
a rate decrease lowered the relatives to 96.8 for range and 95.5 for range and water heater. September 1927:
Rate decrease (i. e., a decrease in the price per unit of 1,000 cubic feet). March 1929: Introduction of block
meter schedule with service charge. September 1930: Change in block and rate. September 1931: Rate
decrease. September 1932 and March 1934: Changes in block and rate. September 1934: Introduction
of straight line schedule with service charge.

St. Louis.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. June 1929: Introduction of service charge and change in
block and rate. June 1931: Introduction of new block meter schedule with service charge, and consump-
tion measured on thermal basis. September 1932: Change from manufactured to mixed gas with higher
B. t. u. and rate decrease. September 1935: Sales tax of 1 percent became effective.

St. Paul.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. Higher B. t. u. and a rate decrease in June 1923 lowered
the relatives from 119,5 to 95,1, Lowered B. t. u. in March 1925 increased the relatives to 103.7. March
1926: Rate increase,
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TaBLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936,
inclusive—Continued

[1923-+25=100]
[M =Manufactured, N=Natural]

South Atlantic
Atlanta Baltimore Charleston, 8. C.
grear aud mori 106 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms
Kind Kind Kind
of Ral:ige of Ralége of Rar:lge
gas an gas an gas an
Range water Range water Range water
heater heater heater
Net bill, average 1923-25_ __ __ oo |-—coo- $2.90 | $8.38 |.__.__- $1.83 | $4.84 |______ $3.02 | $8.73
Price per therm, average 1923-25________|.___._. 27 8¢ 12T 3¢ |- 17.2¢ 1:15. 8¢ Jeces-< 28.5¢ | 28.5¢
1926—Mareh. .S o culeio sslol oy M 98.4 | 98.4| M 98.6 | 98.7 | M | 100.5| 100.5
JOBELIL ool 1ol il M 98.4| 98.4( M 98.6 | 98.7| M |100.5| 100.5
Septomber. ... . .o - M 98.4| 98.4| M 98.6 | 98.7| M | 100.5| 100.5
Docember s . . i M 98.4 | 98.4| M 98.6 ( 93.7| M | 100.5| 100.5
M 98.4| 98.4 | M 98.6 | 98.7( M |100.5| 100.5
M 98.4| 98.4 | M 98.6 | 98.7( M |[100.5| 100.5
M 08.4 | 98.41 M 98.6 | 98.7| M | 100.5 100. 5
M 98.4| 98.4| M 93.6 | 98.7| M | 100.5 100. 5
M 98.4| 98.4 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M |100.5 | 100.5
M 98.4 | 98.4| M 98.6 | 98.7| M |100.5 | 100.5
September________________ M 98.4 | 98.4| M 98.6 | 98.7( M |100.5| 100.5
December. . - - ... M 98.4  98.4| M 98.6 | 98.7| M | 100.5| 100.5
1920—Mareh._____.______________ M 98.4 | 98.4| M 98.6 | 98.7 M |100.5 | 100.5
7T T P M [108.4| 79.0| M 98.6 | 98.7 M |100.5 | 100.5
Bentemberae. - ool o M [108.4| 79.0| M 98.6 | 98.7 M 99.0 99.0
December .- - oo M |108.4| 79.0 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M 99.0 99.0
1930—March. ... N 70.3 | 50.7 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M 99.0 99.0
T e It e R N 70.3 | 50.7 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M 99.0 99.0
September._________.________ N 70.3 | 50.7 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M 99.0 99.0
December. ... _______.._____ N 70.3 | 50.5| M 98.6| 98.7 M 99.0 99.0
1081 =March. i oot o e iina N 70.3 | 50.5 | M 98.6 | 98.7( M 99.0 29.0
Japess s e e s 3 N 70.3 | 50.5 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M 92.6 92.6
Septemiber.. - _ o . N 70.3 | 50.5 | M 98.6 | 98.7( M 92.6 92.6
______________ N 70.3 | 50.5 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M 92.6 92.6
.............. N 70.3 | 50.5 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M 92.6 92.6
............ N 70.3 | 50.5 | M 98.6 | 98.7( M 92.6 92.6
____________ N 70.3 | 50.5 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M 92.6 92.6
............ N 70.3 50.5 | M 98.6 | 98.7 | M 92.6 92.6
............ N 70.3 | 50.5 | M 98.6| 98.7| M 92.6 92.6
________ N 70.3 | 50.5 | M 98.6 | 98.7 | M 92.6 92.6
N 70.3 | 50.5| M 98.6 | 98.7| M 92.6 92.6
N 70.3 | 50.5 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M 92.6 92.6
____________ N 70.3 | 50.5 | M 98.6| 98.7( M 89.4 89.4
____________ N 70.3 | 50.5| M 98.6 | 98.7| M 89.4 89.4
__________ N 70.3 | 50.5| M 98.6| 98.7| M 89.4 89.4
__________ N 70.3 | 50.5( M 98.6 | 98.7| M 89.4 82.3
__________ N 6l.4 | 45.0 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M 89.4 82.3
.......... N 61.4| 450 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M 89.4 82.3
Heptember. oo . 0 Sian b N 61.4 | 45.0 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M 89.4 82.3
PDecotber.s.. Lo - Lo so_ L5 N 6l.4| 45.0( M 98.6 | 98.7| M 89.4 82.3
o[ R 0 SR TR S 1ol 4 N 61.4 | 450 M 98.6| 98.7| M 89.4 82.3
s R R S G N 6l.4 | 45.0 | M 98.6 | 98.7 | M 89.4 82.3
Net bill, Jine 1986. - <. ocerdacnossmio |-namis $1.78 | $3.77 |- $1.80 | $4.78 [_____ $2.70 | $7.19
Average price per therm, June 1936_____|______ 16.8¢ | 12.3¢ |- 17.0¢ | 15.6¢ |-—-———- 25.5¢ | 23.5¢

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES

Atlanta.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. A rate decrease in December 1923 lowered the relatives from
104.8 to 98.4. June 1929: Introduction of service charge and change in block and rate. March 1930: Change
from manufactured to natural gas with higher B. t. u., change in block and rate, and decrease in service
charge. December 1930: Change in block and rate. March 1935: Decrease in rate and service charge.

Baltimore.—1923-25: Wright demand schedule. A rate decrease (i. e., a decrease in the price per unit of
1,000 cubic feet) lowered the relatives for September 1923 from 106.7 to 98.6 for range and from 106.7 to 98.7
for range and water heater. December 1929: Change to block meter schedule did not affect price.

Charleston, S. C.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. Lower B. t. u. for March 1924 increased the relatives
from 99.0 to 100.5. September 1929: Higher B. t. u. June 1931 and March 1934: Rate decreases. Decem-
ber 1934: Introduction of block meter schedule with service charge available to customers using major
appliances in addition to range. p
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TaABLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936,
inclusive—Continued

[1923-25=100]

d [M =Manufactured]
South Atlantic
Jacksonville Norfolk Richmond

Year and month 10.8 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6

therms|therms therms|therms therms| therm
Kind Kind Kind

of Range of Range| of Range

gas an gas an gas and
Range| water Range | woter Range | Gator
heater heater heater
Net bill, average 1923-25_ - oo cecuvecmmacs|mmem- $3.90 ($10.36 ______ $2.54 | $7.28 | $2.53 | $7.29
Price per therm, average 1923-25__ ... ____. 36.8¢ | 33.8¢ |______ 24.0¢ | 23.8¢ |- 23.8¢ | 23.8¢
1926—March M | 1054|1029 | M |100.9 | 100.9 | M |[103.9 | 102.7
June M |105.4 |102.9 ( M |106.3 | 103.4 | M | 103.9 | 102.7
September. . M |103.2 | 99.6 | M |106.3 | 103.4 | M | 103.9 | 102.7
A DY:(c 11 oz it Coete SLi i | B D M |[103.2 | 99.6 | M | 106.3 | 103.4 | M | 103.9 [ 102.7
1927—March M |103.2| 99.6 | M |106.3|103.4| M |103.9| 102.7
June._ M |103.2| 99.6| M |106.3 | 103.4| M |103.9| 102.7
September M (103.2 ]| 99.6 | M | 106.3 | 103.4 | M | 103.9 | 102.7
December M |103.2| 99.6 M | 106.3 ( 103.4 | M | 103.9 | 102.7
1928—March | M 1038.2| 99.6| M | 106.3 | 103.4 | M | 103.9| 102.7
June 4 M [103.2| 99.6 | M |106.3 | 103.4| M | 103.9 | 102.7
September. M [103.2| 99.6 | M | 106.3 | 103.4 | M | 103.9 | 102.7
December.-...... M [103.2 | 99.6 | M | 106.3 | 103.4 | M | 103.9 | 102.7
{0 PV ] o SR SRR e | M [103.2| 99.6| M | 106.3 | 103.4 | M | 103.9 102.7
June .| M |103.2| 99.6| M | 106.3 | 103.4 | M | 103.9 | 102.7
September. | M (103.2| 99.6| M | 106.3 | 103.4 | M | 103.9| 101.9
December | M [(1038.2| 99.6 | M | 106.3 | 100.8 | M | 103.9| 101.9
1930—March | M [103.2| 99.6 | M |[106.3 | 100.8 | M | 103.9 | 101.9
June | M |103.2| 99.6 | M | 106.3 [ 100.8 | M | 103.9 | 101.9
September M |103.2| 99.6 | M | 106.3 [ 100.8 | M | 103.9 | 101.9
December. -.... ] M |1038.2| 99.6 | M | 106.3 | 100.8 | M | 103.9 | 101.9
1031 NIarch . L. e anie s | M |103.2 | 99.6 | M | 106.3 [ 100.8 | M | 103.9 | 101.9
June. el M| 103.2 | 99.6 | M | 106.3 | 100.8 | M | 103.9 | 101.9
September. M [103.2| 99.6| M | 106.3 | 100.8 | M | 103.9 | 101.9
December 0 M [103.2| 99.6 | M | 106.3 | 100.8 | M | 103.9 | 101.9
1932—March | M [103.2| 99.6 | M | 106.3 [ 100.8 | M | 103.9 | 101.9
e e e s e 0 M 1103.2| 99.6| M | 106.3 | 100.8 | M | 103.9 101.9
September.... | M [103.2| 99.6 | M |[102.4  97.8 | M | 103.9 | 101.9
December..-.. | M [(103.2| 99.6 | M |[102.4 | 97.8| M | 103.9 | 101.9
1933—March.....--- | M [108.2| 79.2| M |102.4 | 97.8| M | 103.9 | 101.9
Jane: IS L e g M [103.2| 79.2| M 94.5| 90.9| M |103.9 | 1019
September.... g M (1032 79.2| M 94.5| 90.9 | M |103.9| 1019
December. .. g M [103.2) 79.2| M 94.5( 90.9| M | 103.9| 1019
1084 =MaveR [ Iic any s M (103.2| 79.2| M 94.5| 90.9 | M |103.9| 101.9
June M |103.2]| 79.2| M 94.5 | 90.9 | M | 103.9| 1019
Septembersi L 0l Lot T M [(103.2| 79.2| M 94.5| 90.9 | M |103.9| 101.9
Decehart - Euetils. o2l L s e aiTy M [(103.2| 79.2| M 94.5 | 90.9 | M | 103.9 | 1019
1935—March M |103.2]| 79.2| M 94.5| 90.9( M | 103.9| 101.9
I M [103.2| 79.2| M 94.5 90.9 | M | 103.9 101.9
M |103.2]| 79.2| M 94.5( 90.9| M |103.9 | 101.9
M |103.2| 79.2 | M 94.5 | 90.9 | M | 103.9 | 101.9
1936—March M |103.2| 79.2 | M 94.5| 90.9 | M |103.9| 101.9
June. M |103.2| 79.2 | M 94.5 | 90.9 | M | 103.9 | 1019
Do) 1 b 9 TR s S I T e $4.03 | $8.20 |..__. $2.40 | $6.62 |_____. $2.63 | $7.43
Average price per therm, June 1936_____|______ 38.0¢ | 26.8¢ |-caae-c 22.6¢ | 21.68 |oaeeav 24.8¢ | 24.3¢

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES

Jacksonville.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. Introduction of service charge and change in block and
rate increased the relatives for December 1923 from 83.7 to 105.4 for range, and from 91.1 to 102.9 for range
and water heater. September 1926: Change in block and rate. March 1933: Introduction of Wright
demand schedule available to customers using major appliances in addition to range.

Norfolk.—1923-25: Block meter schedule with price adjustment for cost of manufacture. The relatives
were 100.9 for March and June 1923, 97.3 for September 1923, 93.7 for December 1923, and 100.9 beginning
with March 1924. June 1926: Lower B. t. u., change in block and rate, and discontinuance of adjustment
for cost of manufacture. D ber 1929 and September 1932: Rate decreases. June 1933: Change in
block and rate.

Richmond.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. Lower B. t. u. in September 1925 increased the relatives
tro‘xin 99.2 to 103.9: March 1926: Introduction of block meter schedule. September 1929: Change in block
and rate.
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TABLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936,
inclusive—Continued

[1923-25=100]

[M=Manufactured, X =Mixed manufactured and natural]

South Atlantic

Fast South Central

Savannah Washington, D. C. Birmingham
Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms
Kin Kind Kind
of Range of Raudge of Range
gas an gas an gas an

Range| yater Range| water Range| water

heater heater heater

Net bill, average 1923-25____ _ o[- $2.67 | $7.71 |.__.___ $1.79:1.85.16. Lot $1.60 | $4.62
Price per therm, average 1923-25________|._____ 26,26 [ 25.28.. - _. 16.9¢ | 16.9¢ |- 15.1¢ | 15.1¢
1926—March AL M | 100.0 | 100.0 [ M 98.8 | 98.8| M | 100.0| 100.0
June M | 100.0 | 100.0 [ M 98.8| 98.8( M | 100.0 | 100.0
September. .| M |100.0]100.0 ( M 98.8| 98.8| M | 100.0 | 100.0

DO bOP.Jarl, Baes Lo Ll L D M |(100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 | 98.8| M | 100.0 | 100.0
1927—March M |100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 | 98.8| M | 100.0| 100.0
June___ M |100.0 | 100.0 | M 08.8| 98.8 M | 100.0 | 100.0
Beptember: -t teciel L TN o M | 100.0| 100.0 | M 08.8| 98.8| M | 100.0| 100.0
Deeetbor [ S J2desp i SN 05 M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8| 98.8 M | 100.0 [ 100.0
d9oR— Muarch:. ... JoCIBEe R it M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 98.8 | M | 100.0 100.0
Jingl. . Satumt L oL Sty Ule M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 08.8( 98.8| M | 100.0| 100.0
Septemberse 2 oo L S Soral M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 ( 98.8| M | 100.0| 100.0
Doeomber.” =8 S8, Tl g 20 M |{100.0| 100.0 | M 98.8 | 98.8| M | 100.0| 100.0
1929—March M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 | 98.8| M | 100.0| 100.0
June 13 .| M |100.0 { 100.0 | M 98.8 | 98.8| M | 100.0| 100.0
September____ | M |100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 | 98.8| M | 100.0| 100.0
December. M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 98.8 | M | 100.0 100. 0
JOR0-—MIareh - S00ke s Soby W S et it M |100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8( 98.8| M | 101.0| 101.0
June .| M |100.0]|100.0 | M 98.8( 98.8| M | 101.0| 101.0
September. 100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8| 98.8| M | 101.0| 101.0
Docember— L L. T NREL 2 M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 97.3| 91.8| M |[101.0]| 101.0
1931—March M |100.0]100.0 | X 97.3 | 91.8 | M | 101.0| 101.0
June. M Y 100.0 | 100.0 | X 97.3 91.8 | M 101.0 101.0
Septembere s = el B e R M |100.0 | 100.0 | X 97.3 | 91.8 | M | 101.0 | 1010
December. M |100.0 | 100.0 | X 97.3 | 9.8 ( M 101.0 101.0
JO8P—Miareh. ouocoan s nh L e Y M |100.0 | 100.0 | X 94.5| 8.8 M | 101.0| 101.0
b 7T e et &l s SR N M 100.0 | 100.0 | X 94.5| 8.8 M 101.0 101.0
BOBBIINer ot oo b te LS8 M |100.0 | 100.0 | X 86.4 | 8.2 M | 101..0| 1010
Deceinbbr LT it Rs h e o M |100.0]100.0 | X 86.4| 81.2| M | 10L.0| 1010

1983 =Marah_ oo e . M |100.0]100.0| X 86.4 | 8.2 M | 100.0| 100.0
June .| M [100.0]100.0 | X 86.4 | 81.2| M |100.0 | 100.0
Soblppberd. L OB TN 0 s I M |100.0 | 100.0 | X 86.4 | 8.2 M | 100.0| 100.0
Pecember. Lo Dl g S M |[100.0 | 100.0 | X 86.4| 8.2 M | 100.0 | 100.0
1938—Mareh. .. oo 0oL e oo M |100.0 | 100.0 | X 86.4| 8.2 M 99.5 99. 5
? ool RN B [ S St S M |100.0 | 100.0 | X 86.4| 8.2 M 99.5 99.5
September________________________ M |100.0 [ 100.0 | X 86.4| 8.2 M 99.5 99.5
December.-. M |100.0100.0 | X 86.4| 8.2 M 99.5 99.5
1935—March 5 A 86.2| 8.2 | X 86.4 ( 8.2 M 99.3 99.3
June.__. el VE 86.2| 8.2 X 86.4| 8L.2| M 99.3 99.3
Septemb | M 86.2| 8.2 X 86.4 (| 81.2| M 99.3 99.3
December_ oo M 86.2| 8.2 X 8.4 81.2| M 99.3 99.3
1936—Mareh. o M 86.2| 8.2 | X 8.2 79.0 | M 99.3 99.3
L3 (e, XSt e I AN S R M 8.2 | 8.2 | X 8.2 | 79.0 | M 99.3 99.5

Net bill, June 193620 Lol i el il itle s s $2.30 | $6.65 |-_____ $1.53 | $4.08 |- $1.59 | $4.58
Average price per therm, June 1936_____|_.____ QI8 20 T8 15 b 14.4¢ | 13.3¢ |- 15.0¢ | 15.0¢

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES

Savannah.—1923-25: Block meter schedule.

unit of 1,000 cubic feet).

March 1935: Rate decrease (i. e., decrease in the price per

Washington.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. A rate decrease (i. e., a decrease in the price per unit of
1,000 cubic feet) lowered the indexes for Dec. 1923 from 103.7 to 98.8. December 1930: Introduction of block

meter schedule. March 1932: Change in block and rate.

September 1932: A special discount was allowed

on all bills. March 1936: Introduction of service charge, change in block and rate, and discontinuance of

special discount.

Birmingham.—1¢23-25: Block meter schedule.

and March 1935; Higher B. t. u.

March 1930: Lower B.t.u. March 1933, March 1934,
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TasLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936,
inclusive—Continued
[1923-25=100]

M =Manufactured, N=Natural, X=Mixed manufactured and natural]

East South Central
Louisville Memphis Mobile
10.6 30.6 10.6 30.6 10.6 30.6
Year and month therms|therms| . _|therms|therms| . _|therms|therms
Kind Kind Kind
of Range of Range of Raz:ige
an an an
gas |Range water | 525 |Range| oo+ | 825 |Range Seater
heater heater heater
Net bill, average 1923-25_ - ccccaecacan|-maama $0.70 | $1.51 |_____ $2.42 | $7.00 (._____ $3.64 | $10.49
Price per therm, average 1923-25________|-_____ 6.6¢6 | 496 |-oeeo 22.9¢ | 22.9¢ |- 34.3¢ | 34.3¢
1926—March 121.2 | 114.1 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0
June. 92.8 | 95.8| M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 100.0
September. 92.8| 95.8( M | 100.0 | 100.0 { M | 100.0 | 100.0
December_____ 121.2 | 114.1 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 { M | 100.0 | 100.0
1927—March 121.2 | 114.1 { M | 100.0 | 100.0 { M | 107.5 88.1
June 92.8 | 95.8 | M |100.0 | 100.0 | M | 107.5 88.1
Septembersi. .- v ugo L2 u g 92.8 | 95.8 M |100.0 | 100.0 [ M | 107.5 88.1
Dagemberady. L g0, b Jo LT ks 121.2 | 1141 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 107.5 88.1
1928—March 2l X 121.2 | 114.1 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 107.5 88.1
June =1 IN 92.8 | 95.8| M | 100.0 | 100.0 [ M | 107.5 88.1
Septemberce. - & et il e e N 92.8 | 95.8| M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 107.5 88.1
Decombers. . .o sa o sopiat gg X 121.2 | 114.1 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 107.5 88.1
1929—March X |12.2 | 1141 | N 63.9| 53.3| M | 107.5 88.1
June. .- 3 35 N 92.8 | 95.8 N 63.9| 53.3| M | 107.5 88.1
September. N 92.8 | 95.8| N 63.9| 53.3 | M | 107.5 88.1
December. - X |12L2 | 11560 N 62.5| 8L.5| M | 107.5 88.1
1930—March X [121.2 (1150 | N 62.5| 5.6 | M | 107.5 84.0
June. 92.8 | 95.8| N 62.5| 51.6 | M | 107.5 84.0
September._ 92.8| 95.8| N 62.5 | 51.6| M | 107.5 84.0
December - 121.2 | 1160 | N 62.56 | 51.6 [ N 64.1 47.8
1931—March___ 121.2 | 115.0 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8
June_____ 92.8 | 95.8 N 62.5 51.6 N 64.1 47.8
September. 92.8 | 95.8 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8
December - 103.0 | 97.8 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8
1932—March______ 103.0 | 97.8 | N 62.5 | 51.6 | N 64.1 47.8
June 92.8| 95.8 N 62.56 | 51.5 | N 64.1 47.8
September 92.8| 95.8( N 62.56 | 5.5 N 64.1 47.8
December_ 103.0 | 97.8 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8
1933—March. 103.0 | 97.8 [ N 62.5| 51.6 | N 64.1 47.8
June. 92.8| 95.8 N 62.5| 51.5| N 64.1 47.8
September__________________ 92.8| 95.8 | N 62.5]| 51.5| N 64.1 47.8
December. - 103.0 | 97.8 | N 62.5| 51.6 | N 64.1 47.8
1934¢—March 127.5 | 132.6 | N 62.5| 5.6 | N 64.1 47.8
June 127.5 1 132.5 | N 62.5| 5.6 | N 64.1 47.8
September._ 131.4 | 136.5 | N 625 51.6 | N 64.1 47.8
December- - 131.4 | 136.5 | N 62.56| 5.5 | N 64.1 47.8
1935—March 131.4 | 136.5 | N 62.5 | 51.5 N 64.1 47.8
June 131.4 | 136.5 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8
September._ 131.4 | 136.5 | N 62.5| 51.6 | N 64.1 47.8
December 131.4 | 136.5 | N 62.5| 51.5| N 64.1 47.8
1936—March 127.5 | 132.5 N 62.5 51.5 N 61.9 45.3
June 131.4 | 136.5 N 62.5 51.5 N 61.9 45.3
Net bill, June 1936 - oo oo | $0.92 | $2.06 |- $1.51 | $3.60 |-_____ $2.25 | $4.75
Average price per therm, June 1936_____1______ CI O A R 14.3¢ | 11.8¢ |______ 21.2¢ | 15.5¢

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES

Louisville.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. Natural gas served when supply was adequate; otherwise
mixed manufactured and natural gas with a lower B. t. u. Relatives for natural gas were 92.8 for range
and 95.8 for range and water heater. For mixed gas they were 107.0 for range and 103.9 for range and water
heater up to December 1925, when, due to a lower B. t. u., they advanced to 121.2 for range and 114.1 for
range and water heater. December 1929: Change in B. t. u. of mixed gas. December 1931: Bills for mixed
gas were subject to a special discount. March 1934: Change to mixed gas with higher B. t. u. for all-year
service, introduction of straight line schedule with service charge, and discontinuance of special discount.
September 1934: Sales tax of 3 percent became effective. January 1936: Discontinuance of 3 percent sales
tax. May 1936: Excise tax of 3 percent became effective.

Memphis.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. March 1929: Change from manufactured to natural gas
vévith higher B. t. u., and introduction of block meter schedule with service charge. December 1929: Rate
ecrease.

Mobile.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. March 1927: Introduction of service charge and change in
block and rate. March 1930: Change in block and rate. December 1930: Change from manufactured to
%aturgl gas with higher B. t. u., change in block and rate, and decrease in service charge. March 1936 :

ate decrease,
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TABLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936,
inclusive—Continued

[1923-25=100]
[M =Manufactured, N=Natural]

‘West South Central
Dallas Houston Little Rock
Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms
Kind Kind Kind
of Randge of Range of Randge
gas an gas an gas an

Range| water Range | woter Range | water
heater heater heater
Net bill, average 1923-25... - o cceemomocn|ocnaae $0.80 | $2.15 |.___.__ $2.16 | $6.28.].. e $1.07 | $2.05
Price per therm, average 1923-25________|______ Gl 10 R . 20.4¢ | 20.4¢ | _..__ 10. 1¢ 6.7¢
1926—March | N |18L1]|11L.6| M 97.2| 972 N | 101.3 | 106.5
J N 131.1 | 11.5 | N 5511 39.9| N 101.3 106. 5
N 181.1 | 111.6] N 551 39.9| N 101.3 | 106.5
DEOBIIROT - oo et N 131.1 | 111.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5
1927—March_____________________ N 162.0 | 123.0 | N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5
#1031 e SO o8- O N 162.0 | 123.0 | N 56.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5
September__._.__________ N 162.0 | 123.0 | N 55,11 39.9| N 101.3 106. 5
Decembprees . o = N [162.0]123.0 | N 55,11 39.9| N 101.3 | 106.5
1088 _March- 1 L o -~ 1 N 162.0 | 123.0 | N 55.1| 39.9| N 101.3 | 106.5
P prE i AR i M N 162.0 | 123.0 | N 55.1| 39.9| N 101.3 106.5
September—_.._...._.__. N 162.0 | 123.0 | N 55.1] 39.9| N | 101.3 | 106.5
December. ... N |162.0(123.0( N 55.1| 39.9| N | 101.3 | 106.5
00— Maren . . sl N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5
071t o R e B N 160.4 | 121.5 | N 56.1 39.9 N 101.3 106.5
Beptember. t.. - . .l N |160.4 | 121.5 | N 55.1| 39.9| N | 101.3 | 106.5
December_______________ N 160.4 | 121.5 | N 55.1] 39.9| N 101.3 | 106.5
1930—March_ ... ___ N 160.4 | 121.5 | N 551 39.9| N | 1013 106. 5
J N |[160.4|121.5( N 551 3%9| N 101.3 106. 5
N 160.4 | 121.5 | N 55.1| 30.8| N 101.3 | 106.5
N 160.4 | 121.5 | N 55.1| 39.9| N | 101.3 | 106.5
N 160.4 | 121.5 | N 551 39.9| N 101.3 | 106.5
N |[160.4 | 121.5 | N 551 30.9| N 101.3 | 106.5
N 160.4 | 121.5 | N 55.1| 39.9| N 101.3 106. 5
N |160.4 | 121.5 | N 55.1| 30.9| N 101.3 | 106.5
N 160.4 | 121.5 N 56.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5
N 160.4 | 121.5 | N 56.1] 390.9| N 101.3 | 106.5
N 160.4 | 121.5 | N 55.1 3.9 | N 101.3 | 106.5
N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5
1933—March N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106.5
B i s ooty KR S N 160.4 | 121.5 N 56.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5
Beptember-.... .. 220 ¢ N 160.4 | 121.5 | N 55.1| 30.9| N |101.3| 106.5
December_ ... . N |160.4 [ 121.5 | N 55.1] 39.9| N | 1013 106. 5
1934—March_______________ N |[160.4 | 121.5 | N 55.1| 39.9| N | 101.3 | 106.5
53 (L S i, D Sy N |[160.4 | 121.5 | N 55.1 39.9| N |10L3 106.5
September___________ N |[160.4|121.5| N 551 39.9| N | 101.3 106.5
December___._._.___ N |[160.4 | 121.5 | N 551 39.9| N |101.3| 106.5
1935—March._..______.____ N |[160.4|121.5| N 55.1] 39.9| N | 101.3 106. 5
6117 N T ol N (160.4 | 121.5| N 55.1]1 39.9| N |101.3 | 106.5
September.__________ N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 103.4 108.7
December_ N |[160.4 | 121.5 | N 551 39.9| N | 103.4 | 108.7
1936—March. N | 15791183 | N 55.1 39.9| N | 103.4| 108.7
P15 (T R L e R RS O L W N 157.9 | 118.3 N 55.1 39.9 N 103.4 108.7
Net bill, June1936_____ . __________|._.___ $1.26 | $2.54 |______ $1.19 | $2.49 [___--| $1.11 | $2.23
Average price per therm, June 1936 ____|______ 11.9¢ | 8.3¢ |oeeo-- 128 45 8. 18 o o8 10. 4¢ 7.3¢

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES

Dallas.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. The introduction of a service charge increased the relative
for June 1925 from 89.6 to 131.1 for range, and from 96.1 to 111.5 for range and water heater. March 1927:
Increase in service charge. March 1929 and March 1936: Higher B. t. u.

Houston.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. A rate decrease lowered the relatives for June 1925 from
100.9 to 97.2. June 1926: Change from manufactured to natural gas with higher B. t. u., rate decrease (i. e.,
a decrease in the price per unit of 1,000 cu. ft.), and introduction of a service charge.

Little Rock.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. Relatives for range for March and June 1923, based on the
minimum charge were 93.5. The introduction of a service charge and a change in rates in September
1923 increased the relative for range to 101.3 and showed an advance from 67.2 to 106.5 for range and water
heater. September 1935: Sales tax of 2 percent became effective.
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TaBLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936,
inclusive—Continued

[1923-25=100]
[M=Manufactured, N=Natural]

West South Central Mountain
New Orleans Butte Denver
Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms
Kind Kin Kin

of Rariige of Rar:ige of Ral:ige

as and gas an gas an
£%5 | Range| 7ot Range| oo tor Range| woter
heater heater heater
Net bill, average 1923-28___ . cooceomacecs]acsan- $2.30 | $6.63 | $4.24 |$11.79 (______ $3.00 | $8.67
Price per therm, average 1923-25________| _____ L7 20T o 40.0¢| 38.5¢|--n--- 28.3¢| 28.3¢
1058 NEATah ok arn. =il B - T BT M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0
g TN et e A e B M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 100.0 100.0
Sopteniberiae Tk ey oc e s oact M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0
Dacember st e oS e o M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0
1077 NEroH S My St Ut I E S g M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0| 100.0 | M | 94.7 | 94.7
une.-. M |100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 94.7 9.7
Septem M |100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 94.7 94.7
December_ M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 94.7 94.7
1998 —Marah .o oo .ot o soecel M | 100.0 { 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 94,7 94.7
TN, o b et | Fet M |100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 94.7 94.7
Heptember-. -l ~-to-nios N 54.7| 47.5| M | 100.0 [ 100.0 | N 70.0 47.5
oecember i oL L el N 54.7 | 47.5| M | 100.0 | 100.0 | N 70.0 47.5
N 54.7| 47.5| M | 100.0 | 100.0 | N 70.0 47.5
N 54.7| 47.5| M | 100.0 | 100.0 | N 70.0 47.5
N 54.7| 475 M | 100.0 | 100.0 [ N 70.0 47.5
N 54.7 | 47.5| M | 100.0 | 100.0 | N 70.0 47.5
N 54.7| 47.5| M | 100.0 | 100.0 | N 70.0 47.5
N 54.7 | 47.5| M |100.0| 100.0 | N 70.0 47.5
N 54.7 | 47.5( M | 100.0 | 100.0 | N 70.0 47.5
N 54.7 | 47.5| M |100.0| 100.0 | N 70.0 47.5
N 54.7| 47.5| M |[100.0 | 100.0 | N 70.0 47.5
T b2 Sl L O N 54.7| 47.5| M | 100.0 | 100.0 | N 70.0 47.5
September...—o-caeo-- N 54.7| 41.5| N 42,7 | 24.4| N 70.0 47.5
December. o ———o—___ N 5.7 | 475 N 42.7| 44| N 70.0 47.5
1932—Nlarch-il i - ean N 54.7 47.5 N 42.7 244 N 70.0 47.5
e N 547 | 47.5| N 42.7| 244 | N 70.0 47.5
September.......-- N 54.7| 47.5 | N 42,7 244| N 70.0 47.5
December . N 54.7| 47.5 | N 427 44| N 70.0 47.5
1933—March_. N 54.7| 47.5| N 42.7| 44| N 70.0 47.5
Junecs_= o N 54.7| 41.5| N 42.7| 44| N 70.0 47.5
September._ N 54.7| 475 N 42.7| 44| N 70.0 47.5
December. . -ccnu-- N 54.7| 47.5| N 42.7| 44| N 70.0 47.5
1934—March_ ... N 54.7| 47.5| N 42.7| 4.4| N 70.0 47.5
BEER L B N 54.7| 41.5| N 42.7| 244| N 70.0 47.5
September__._..... N 54.7| 47.5| N 47| 44| N 70.0 47.5
December. - .....-. N 547 | 47.5 | N 42.7| 244 | N 70.0 47.0
193¢—March_________..___ N 547 | 47.5| N 427 44| N 714 47.9
A LA St i” SR N 54.7| 47.5| N 42.7| 244| N 71. 4 47.9
September_______ N 54.7| 47.5| N 42.7 24.4| N 71.4 47.9
December_ ... N 547 | 47.5| N 2.2| 18.4| N 71.4 47.9
1936—March. .. ... N 54.7| 47.5| N 2.2| 18.4| N 71. 4 47.9
SO e e s N 547 | 4.5 | N 2.2 184| N 714 47.9
Net bill, June 1986.- .- = 2 2t $1.26 | $3.15 |______ SLI11 | $2. 17 fau 22 $2.14 | $4.15
Average price per therm, June 1936_____|..____ 11.9¢| 10.8¢|oae._ 10.5¢| 7.1¢|.o .- 20.2¢| 13.6¢

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES

New Orleans.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. September 1928: Change from manufactured to natural
gas, with higher B. t. u., and introduction of straight line schedule with service charge.

Butte.—1923-25: Block meter schedule.
with higher B. t. u., and introduction of straight line schedule with service charge.

tion in service charge.

September 1931: Change from manufactured to natural gas,
December 1935: Reduc-

Denver.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. March 1927: Rate decrease (i. e., a decrease in the price per unit
of 1,000 cu. ft.). September 1928: Change from manufactured to natural gas, with higher B. t. u., and intro-
duction of block meter schedule with service charge.

tax of 2 percent became effective.

December 1934: Rate decrease. March 1935: Sales
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TaBLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936,
inclusive—Continued

[1923-25=100]
[M =Manufactured, N=Natural, X=Mixed manufactured and natural]
Mountain Pacific
Salt Lake City (%82£§§3}§) Portland, Oreg.
Xeanaldiontn 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 306
therms|therms' therms|therms therms|therms
Kind Kind Kind
of Ral:ige of Range of Range
gas an gas an gas and
Range | water Range| wotor Range | water
heater heater heater
Net bill, average 1928-25_. . ____|-———__ $3.68 | $9.56 [._.___ $0.86 | $2.48 |....._ $2.31 | $5.92
Price per therm, average 1923-25________|--.___ 34.7¢ | 31.28 {______ 8.1¢ | 8.1¢ | ... 21.8¢ | 19.3¢
1926—March 97.8 | 92.5 | X 98.9 | 98.9| M |102.0 [ 102.4
J 97.8 | 92.5 | X 98.9 | 98.9| M | 102.0 ( 102.4
97.8 | 92.5 X 98.9 98.9 | M 102.0 102.4
97.8 | 92.6 | X 98.9 | 98.9 | M |102.0 | 102.4
97.8 | 92.5| N |[103.2]103.2 | M | 101.0 | 1012
98.5 | 93.4| N 103.2 | 103.2 | M | 101.0 | 101.2
Boptexber.. ..l o la i s e, 98.56 | 93.4| N 103.2 { 103.2 | M | 101.0 | 101.2
Booamhert o Bl satte Dnl e 102.6 | 97.2 | N 103.2 [ 103.2 | M | 101.0 | 101.2
1928—March 102.6 | 97.2 | N 103.2 | 103.2 | M | 101.0 | 101.2
106.7 | 101.7 | N 103.2 | 103.2 | M | 101.0 | 101.2
106.7 | 101.7 | N 103.2 [ 103.2 | M | 101.0 | 101.2
106.7 | 101.7 N 148.9 | 105.0 | M | 101.0 101.2
106.7 | 101.7 | N 148.9 [ 105.0 | M | 101.0 | 100.7
106.7 | 101.7 | N 148.9 | 105.0 | M | 101.0 100.7
September._ 56.4 | 42.6 N 148.9 | 105.0 | M | 101.0 100.7
Degambor. . .l tlas ool 56.4 | 42.6 | N | 148.9 |105.0 | M | 101.0 | 100.7
1930—March 56.4 | 42.6 | N |(148.9|105.0 | M | 101.0 [ 100.7
e R e e 56.4 | 42.6 | N |[148.9]105.0 | M | 101.0 [ 100.7
September.__ 56.4 | 42.6 | N 148.9 | 105.0 | M | 101.0 | 100.7
December 56.4 | 42.6 | N 148.9 | 105.0 | M | 101.0 | 100.7
1931—March.. 56.4 | 42.6 | N 148.9 | 105.0 | M | 101.0 | 100.7
June._. 56.4 | 42.6 | N 148.9 | 105.0 | M | 101.0 | 100.7
56.4 [ 42.6 | N 148.9  105.0 | M | 101.0 | 100.7
56.4 | 42.6 | N 148.9 [ 105.0 | M | 101.0 100.7
56.4 | 42.6 | N 148.9 | 105.0 | M 101.0 100.7
56.4 | 42.6 | N | 148,9 | 105.0 | M | 101.0 | 100.7
56.4 | 42,6 | N |148.9 |105.0 | M | 101.0 | 100.7
56.4 | 42.6 | N | 148.9 | 105.0 | M | 101.0 ( 100.7
56.4 | 42.6 | N 148.9 | 105.0 | M 101.0 | 100.7
56.4 | 42.6 | N 147.0 | 102.6 | M 101.0 | 100.7
2 57.56 | 43.6 | N 146.1 | 101.4 | M | 101.0 | 100.7
December - 57.5 | 43.5| N 146.1 | 101.4 | M | 101.0 | 100.7
1934—March. 57.5| 43.5| N 146.1 | 101.4 | M | 101.0 | 100.7
June___ 57.5| 43.56 | N |146.1|101.4 | M | 101.0 | 100.7
September. 57.5| 43.5| N |146.1|10..4 | M | 101.0 | 100.7
December_ 57.5 43.5 N 146.1 | 101.4 | M | 101.0 100.7
1935—March. 57.5| 43.5| N 146.1 | 101.4 | M | 101.0 | 100.7
June___ 57.5 | 43.5| N |146.1|101.4 (| M | 101.0 | 100.7
September._ 57.5 | 43.5 N 146.1 | 101.4 | M | 101.0 100. 7
Deocember. ... .o Su¥e-r2 .. 57.5| 43.5| N |146.1|101..4 | M | 101.0 [ 100.7
1936—March 57.5 | 43.5| N [146.1| 98.4 | M | 101.0 | 100.7
FUNO. N R i i 57.5 | 43.5 N 146. 1 98.4 | M 101.0 100.7
2 _| $1.26 5. 96
Average price per therm, June 1936______I______120.0¢ | 13.6¢ '______ 11. 8¢ : L . 19. 5¢

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES

Salt Lake City.—1923-25: Block meter schedule with service charge. Due to higher B. t. u. for September
1924 the relatives decreased from 101.3 to 100.5 for range and from 104.0 to 102.9 for range and water heater.
A further decline in March 1925 to 97.8 for range and 92.5 for range and water heater was due to change in
block, rate, and service charge. June and December 1927 and June 1928: Lower B. t. u. September 1929:
Change from manufactured to natural gas with higher B. t. u., change in block and rate, and decrease in
service charge. September 1933: Sales tax of 2 percent became effective.

Los Angeles (2 companies).—1923-25: Block meter schedules. Higher B. t. u. for June 1923 lowered the
relatives from 111.6 to 98.9. March 1927: Change from mixed to natural gas with higher B. t. u., and change
in block and rate. December 1928: Introduction of straight line schedule with service charge. June and
September 1933: Introduction of block meter schedules with service charge at different dates by the two
companies. March 1936: Introduction of a separate block meter schedule with service charge available to
customers using major appliances in addition to a range. 7

Portland, Oreg.—1923-25: Block meter schedule with service charge. March 1926: Rate increase.
March 1927: Rate decrease. March 1929: Change in block and rate.
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TaBLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936,
inclusive—Continued
[1923-25=100]

[M =Manufactured, N=Natural, X=Mixed manufactured and natural]

Pacific
San Francisco Seattle
Year and month 10.6 30.6 10.6 30.6
therms | therms therms | therms
Kind Kind &

of gas R;l?(lge of gas R:‘i’&e

Range | ater Range | yater

heater heater
Net bill, average 1923-25_ _____ o ooooo___ |- $1.89 $5.46 |______ $3.16 $8. 08
17.8¢ I8¢ 29. 8¢ 26. 4¢
M 96.8 96.8 | M 100.0 100. 0
M 96.8 9.8 | M 100.0 100. 0
M 96.8 96.8 | M 100.0 100. 0
M 96.8 96.8 (| M 100. 0 100. 0
M 96.8 9.8 | M 100. 0 100. 0
M 96.8 96.8 | M 100.0 100. 0
M 96. 8 96.8 | M 100.0 100. 0
M 96.8 96.8 | M 100.0 100.0
M 95.8 95.8| M 100.0 100.0
M 95.8 95.8 | M 100.0 100. 0
M 95. 8 95.8| M 100. 0 100.0
M 95.8 95.8( M 100. 0 100.0
M 91.7 91.7| M 100.0 100. 0
M 91.7 9.7 | M 100.0 100.0
X 86.9 86.9| M 100. 0 100. 0
X 82.7 82.7| M 100.0 100. 0
N 72.9 524 | M 100.0 100.0
N 72.9 524 | M 100.0 100. 0
Septemer. 1 .. L I CLaal Lo e N 72.9 524 M 100. 0 90.3
Deceriber. o 5. Lot is o bt N 72.9 524 | M 100. 0 90.3
FoOR=Mareht,  icn LI Ok vt N 72.9 52.4 | M 100. 0 90.3
At RS PR it L N 72.9 524 | M 100. 0 90.3
N 72.9 52.4 | M 100. 0 90.3
N 72.9 524 | M 95.3 64.0
______ N 72.9 524 | M 95.3 64.0
________________ N 72.9 524 | M 95.3 64.0
................ N 72.9 52.4 | M 98.1 65.9
________________ N 72.9 52.4| M 98.1 65.9
1938~-NIareh .. auool Lo i ol N 72.9 524 | M 08.1 65.9
Tunell Ll Rl s LI Je Bo i N 72.9 524 | M 98.1 65.9
September.to_ .. i ot Moo N 72.9 52.4 | M 98.1 65.9
December-.i .. Ui s o N 72.9 52.4 | M 98.1 65.9
1934—March .. _.oce il il oaosive N 72.9 524 | M 98.1 65.9
24050 CORVEEIRAIRE S0 OF SR e SLE S N 72.9 524 | M 98.1 65.9
Beptember S8 . L AL L e N 72.9 524 | M 98.1 65.9
DedaRibor 4k . il N 72.9 524 ( M 98.1 65.9
N 72.9 524| M 98.1 65.9
N 72.9 52.4 | M 98.1 65.9
Beptember o2 . -t UL 22 N 72.9 524 | M 98.1 65.9
Pletember.if..- - g L N 72.9 524 | M 98.1 65.9.
1986—Marehi.docaicat - hdl Al N 72.9 524 | M 98.1 65.9
ARLE G LT SR CLREI A P LRt el Rt B L N 67.2 45.7| M 98.1 65.9
INet bill, Jame 1988. e .n s op o o o Tr T e e $1.27 $2.49 |_____ $3.10 $5. 32
Average price per therm, June 1936 ______________|..____ 12.0¢ B At i 29. 2¢ 17.4¢

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES

San Francisco.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. Rate increases (i. e., an increase in the price per unit
of 1,000 cu. ft.) advanced the relatives from 93.7 in March 1923 to 101.9 for March 1924, and 107.0 for March
1925. A rate decrease in December 1925 lowered the relatives to 96.8. March 1928 and March 1929: Rate
decreases. September 1929: Change from manufactured to mixed gas with higher B. t. u. December
1929: Higher B. t. u. March 1930: Change from mixed to natural gas with higher B. t. u., change in block
and rate, and introduction of service charge. June 1936: Change in block and rate, and discontinuance of
service charge.

Seattle.—1923-25: Block meter schedule with service charge. September 1930: Introduction of separate
block meter schedule with service charge. available to customers using major appliances in addition to a
range. December 1931: Introduction of new block meter schedules with service charge, and measurement
of consumption on a thermal basis. September 1932: Sales tax of 3 percent becam9 effective.



TaBLE 14.—Summarized data used in the computation of retail prices of gas, by companies, March 1923-June 1936, inclusive

[Kinds of gas are indicated as follows: M =manufactured, N=natural, and X =mixed manufactured and natural]

Typical consumption and type of rate
Service charge Service charge Net price per
Net monthly bills therm
’ . Cubic feet equivalent | Rate struc- Rate strue-
Heating to— ture Cubic ture Cubic
f g Kind [Value in Amount | feet in- Amount | feet in-
City and period of gas | British cluded cluded
thermal
units
10.6 therms| 30.6 therms 10.6 therms 30.6 therms 10.6 therms| 30.6 therms
10.6 30.6
Range and ; Range and
Range water Range Range and water heater Range water | therms |therms
heater heater
New England
Boston: :

Co. 1: Cents | Cents
Mar. 19232-Jan. 31,1924 ________ M 535 1,980 5,720 | Straightline Straight line $2.48 $7.15 23.4 23.4
Feb. 1, 1924-Sept. 30, 1929_..___ M 535 1, 980 d 2.38 6. 86 22.4 22.4
Oct.1,1929-Aug.31,1932___.__ M 535 1,980 2.48 6.22 23.4 20.3
Sept. 1, 1932-Sept. 26, 1934 ____ M 535 1, 980 2.48 5.70 23.4 18.6
Sept. 27, 1934-June 15, 1936 __ . M 535 1,980 2.48 5.70 23.4 18.6
0. 2:

July 1, 1922-Jan. 1, 1924 _______ M 535 1, 980 2.48 7.15 23.4 23.4
Jan. 2, 1924-Mar. 31, 1925__ M 535 1, 980 2.38 6. 86 22.4 22. 4
Apr.1,1925-Jan. 31, 1934___ M 535 1,980 2.28 6.58 21.5 2L.5
Feb. 1, 1934-June 15, 1936 M 535 1, 980 2.28 5. 63 21.5 18.4
Fall River:
Sept. 15, 1921>-Aug. 31, 1929_____ M 528 2,010 2.31 6. 67 21.8 21.8
Sept. 1, 1929-June 15, 1936___.____ M 528 2,010 2.53 5.94 23.9 19.4
Manchester:

Jan.1,1922-Feb. 28,1924_________ M 565 1, 880 2.88 7.84 27.2 25.6

Mar. 1, 1924-Feb. 28,1928 _______ M 565 1,880 2.69 7.30 25.4 23.8

Mar. 1, 1928-Aug. 31,1931 ... M 525 2, 020 2.85 7.13 26.8 23.3

Sept. 1,1931-Jan. 31,1934 ___.____ M 525 2, 020 2.85 6.49 26.8 21.2

Feb.1,1934-June 15,1936 .. ___ M 525 2,020 2.85 5. 67 26.8 18.5

See footnotes at end of table.
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TaBLE 14.—Summarized data used in the computation of retail prices of gas, by companies, March 1923—-June 1936, inclusive—Continued

[Kinds of gas are indicated as follows: M =manufactured, N=natural, and X=mixed manufactured and natural]

Typical consumption and type of rate !

Service charge Service charge :
Net monthly bills | Nt price per
Heati Cubic feet equivalent | Rate struc- Rate struc-
n Vae]?lel?g to— ture Cubic ture Cubic
City and period ocind | British A e w1 b
thermal
units
10.6 therms| 30.6 therms 10.6 therms 30.6 therms 10.6 therms| 30.6 therms
10.6 30.6
& Range and Range and
Range water Range Range and water heater Range water | therms |therms
heater heater
New England—Continued
New Haven: Cents | Cents
Mar. 1922 >-Dec. 31,1924_________ M 528 2,010 5,800 | Straightline $0. 50 100 | Straightline $0. 50 100 $2.51 $6.49 23.6 212
Jan. 1, 1925-June 15, 1936 o - --- M 528 2,010 5,800 [----- dg-r- 22 . 300 =< dosier it .50 100 2.41 6. 20 22.7 20.3
Portland, Maine:
Nov. 1, 1922-Dec. 31, 1925__...... M 525 2,020 5,830 | Block 3.13 8.85 29.5 28.9
Jan. 1, 1926-Oct. 31, 1926_ M 525 2,020 5,830 == do. 3.03 8. 56 28.6 28.0
Nov. 1, 1926-Apr. 5, 1933_ M 525 2, 020 5,830 | Straightline| .50 |..._.___| Straightline| .50 |.._.._.__ 3.03 7.79 28.5 25.5
Apr. 6,1933-Jan. 4, 1935__ M 525 2,020 5,830 ----- o ive= 3.03 7.79 28.5 25.5
Jan. 5, 1935-June 15,1936 ... M 525 2,020 5,830 .~~~ dg.c 0k 3.03 6.51 28.5 21.3
Providence:
510 2, 080 6,000 2.79 7.10 26.3 23.2
510 2, 080 6, 000 2.68 6.80 25.3 22.2
510 2, 080 6, 000 2.57 6. 50 24.3 212
510 2, 080 6, 000 2.58 6.10 24.3 19.9
510 2,080 6, 000 2.57 6.10 24.3 19.9
Middle Atlantic
Buffalo:
Mar:192881 . ;. Jedi JLE L X 900 1,180 3,400 | Straight line Straight line .73 2.11 6.9 6.9
June 19233 . ___ - ____ X 900 1,180 3,400 |--.___ o[y S BRIEE ol RN | s do .73 2.10 6.9 6.8
Bepta 19238t L - _enl o0 X 900 1,18v 3,400 |- Vs (o i [ TSP RN TG | RT do. .72 2.08 6.8 6.8
Dee. 19238 .. s S X 900 1,180 3,400 |..-_- do S-S e T o do. .72 2.07 6.8 6.8
Mar:1024.8- 0o o <o X 900 1,180 3,400 |..__- 3 PR L TVTIERR o e A el RS do. .73 2.09 6.9 6.8
June9Z4-8ssl i s o X 900 1,180 3,400 |._._- do_ oSl e R e ] S do. wdl 2.05 6.7 6.7
Sept. 1924-Dec. 17, 1925___ X 900 1,180 3,400 |-—_- (i 7 s P S | 000 5 el Sl do. .71 2.04 6.7 6.7
Dec. 18, 1925-June 15, 1936 ... X 900 1,180 3,400 |---- o T+ ORI, SO OTRIET (. i el do. S 2.21 7.2 7.2

(o)
oo
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Newark:

Mar. 27, 1922-Apr. 30,1924______ M 525 2,020 2.53 7.29

May 1, 1924-June 30, 1929___ M 525 2,020 2.42 7.00

July 1, 1929-Sept. 30, 1935_ M 525 2,020 2.69 6.31

Oct. 1, 1935-June 15, 1936________ M 525 2,020 2. 69 6.06

New York:

Co. 1,2,7,8,9, and 10:

Oct. 1, 1922-Dec. 9, 1934_______ M 540 1, 960 2.25 6.52
D%c. 10, 1934-June 15, 1936_._._| M 540 1, 960 42.30 46.65
0. 3:

Oct. 1, 1922-Dec. 9, 1934_______ M 540 1, 960 2.84 8.22
Dec. 10, 1934-Aug. 31, 1935___.| M 540 1, 960 42.90 48.39

o Seg)t. 1, 1935-June 15, 1936_____ M 540 1, 960 42.30 46.65
0. 4:

Oct. 1, 1922-Aug. 14, 1931__.____ M 540 1, 960 2.25 6. 52
Aug. 15, 1931-Dec. 9, 1934_____ M 540 1, 960 2.29 5.82
Dec. 10, 1934-Dec. 14, 1935____| M 540 1, 960 42.34 45.93

o D%c. 15, 1935-June 15, 1936_._.| M 540 1, 960 42.34 45.25
0. 5:

Jan. 1, 1923-Feb. 28, 1933__ ___ M 540 1, 960 2.55 7.37
Mar. 1, 1933-Dec. 9, 1934______ M 540 1, 960 2.39 5.91

c D%c. 10, 1934-June 15, 1936__..| M 540 1, 960 12.43 46.03
0. 6:

Nov. 1, 1922-July 31, 1927_____ 540 1, 960 2.55 7.37
Aug. 1, 1927-Dec. 31, 1928_____ 540 1, 960 2.94 7.02
Jan. 1, 1929-Sept. 30, 1929_____ 540 1, 960 2.85 6.74
Oct. 1, 1929-Dec. 31, 1931______ 540 1, 960 2.76 6.47
Jan. 1, 1932-Dec. 9, 1934___ 540 1, 960 2.53 6.43
Dec. 10, 1934-June 15, 1936___.. 540 1, 960 42.58 46.56
OIS

Oct. 1, 1922-Dec. 9, 1934______ M 540 1, 960 2.71 7.83
Dec. 10, 1934-Aug. 31, 1935____| M 540 1, 960 42.76 47.08

CsePZt. 1, 1935-June 15, 1936.____.. M 540 1, 960 42.30 46.65
0. 12:

Aug. 30, 1922-June 7, 1923_____ M 540 1, 960 3.10 7.55

June 8, 1923-Apr. 30, 1927_____ M 540 1, 960 2.84 8.22

May 1, 1927-Dec. 31, 1932_____ M 540 1, 960 3.04 8.20

Jan. 1, 1933-Dec. 9, 1934_______ M 540 1, 960 3.04 7.70

Dec. 10, 1934-Sept. 30, 1935_.___.| M 540 1, 960 43.10 47.86

Oct. 1, 1935-June 15, 1936______ M 540 1, 960 43.10 47.08
Philadelphia:

Jan. 1907 2-Dec. 31, 1930_________ M 530 2, 000 2.00 5.77
Jan. 1, 1931-Sept. 30, 1932_____ M 530 2, 000 1.90 5.48
Oct. 1, 1932-June 15, 1936 ____ M 530 2, 000 1.80 5.01

Pittsburgh:

Co,1;

Dec. 1921 2-July 14, 1924 ______ N 1,130 940 51.00 1.36
July 15, 1924-June 15, 1936____| N 1,130 940 % 20 e Gagie sndlnrada o wlse corii fag oo 'y o SO B i TR Eohe 51.00 1.63
0. 2t

Dec. 1921 -Nov. 14, 1923______ N 1,100 960 90,7802k et b RS LR e o = Mol T3 (s e [t Sl Lt S 51.00 1.39
Nov. 15, 1923-June 15, 1936.._.| N 1, 100 960 2,780, | asss (3 [ OTEEEN O IPRCHSS, PR TS (N Ts [ PHUNGNPON PRSRRICRISS Y 17, T, 51.00 1.67

See footnotes at end of table.
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TABLE 14.—Summarized data used in the computation of retail prices of gas, by companies, March 1923—June 1936, inclusive—Continued

[Kinds of gas are indicated as follows: M =manufactured, N=natural, and X=mixed manufactured and natural]

Typical consumption and type of rate !

Service charge Service charge +
Net monthly bills | Netprice per
x Cubic feet equivalent | Rate struc- Rate struc- i
il e to— ture Cubic ture Cubic
City and period of 1gnas British ithget fﬁ%tdg% pons fcele:fdga
thermal
units 5
10.6 therms| 30.6 therms 10.6 therms 30.6 therms 10.6 therms| 30.6 therms
10.6 30.6
Range and Range and
Range water Range Range and water heater Range water | therms |therms
heater heater
Middle Atlantic—Continued
Pittsburgh—Continued.
0. 3: Cents | Cents
Dec. 1921 2-June 1924__________ N 1,100 960 2,780 | Straightline_ Straightline. 5 $1. 00 $1.39 9.4 4.5
Sept. 1924 >-June 1936 . ____.__ N 1, 100 960 i I o] e O D0 B0 ) BN i | R Fs T MBI, 51.00 1.67 9.4 5.5
Rochester:
Oct. 15, 1922-Aug. 31,1923_.___| M 537 1,970 2.07 5. 99 19.5 19.5
Sept. 1, 1923-Mar. 31, 1933_._..| M 537 1,970 1.97 5.70 18.6 18.6
Apr. 1, 1933-June 15, 1936 ___ M 537 1,970 1.97 5. 56 18.6 18.2
Scranton:
June 19222-Dec. 31,1923______.| M 540 1,960 3.14 8.27 29.6 27.0
Jan. 1, 1924-Dec. 1925.___ M 540 1, 960 2.94 7.84 27.7 25.6
Mar. 1926-June 30, 1926 _ M 530 2, 000 3.00 7.96 28.3 26.0
July 1, 1926-Sept. 1929 __ M 530 2, 000 3.05 6.97 28.8 22.8
Dec."1929-June 15, 1936___.____ M 520 2,040 3.10 7.08 29.2 23.1
East North Central
Chicago:
Feb. 1, 1922-July 31, 1923________ M 530 2, 000 G0 <L = (i {1 00 1w TR .60 400011 . ol (¢ ) AL .60 400 2.20 5.97 20.8 19.5
Aug. 1, 1923-Mar. 31, 1928__ M 530 2, 000 oy (i BOCHEN do o o .60 40011 .. doz ot .60 400 2.12 5.70 20.0 18.6
Apr. 1, 1928-Oct. 14, 1931___ M 530 2, 000 5,770 | Straight line .60 400 | Straight line .60 400 2.04 5.43 19.2 17.8
Oct. 15, 1931-June 30, 1933__ B .o 800 1,330 3,830 | Block.______ .58 8 260 | I1Block._.2.. .58 6 250 1.95 5.12 18.4 16.7
July 1, 1933-June 15, 1936 ... X 800 1,330 3,830 |- AQuriesas .58 6250 |..._. A0paithns .58 6 250 194 4,69 18.3 15.3

oy
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Cincinnati:

Dec. 15, 1921-Mar, 31, 1925.__.__ N 1,100 960
Apr.1,1925-May 31,1925__.___..| X 880 1,200
June 1, 1925-December 1929_____| X 880 1,200
March 1930-Apr. 26, 1935___ X 865 1,230
Apr. 27, 1935-June 15, 1936______ X 865 1,230

23
Cleveland:
Feb. 1, 1922-May 27, 1923_______ N 1,100 960
May 28, 1923-Dec. 10, 1925__ N

Dec. 11, 1925-Sept. 29, 1934__ N 1,100 960
Sept. 30, 1934-June 15, 1936______ N 1,100 960
Columbus:

Co. 1:

July 12, 1921-May 15, 1925....| N 1,050 1,010

May 16, 1925-Feb. 17, 1927__ N 1, 050 1,010

Feb. 18, 1927-Jan. 31, 1933. N 1, 050 1,010

N 1, 050 1,010

Feb. 1, 1933-June 15, 1936_____
0, 2:

July 12, 1921-June 10, 1925___ .| N
June 11, 1925-Feb. 17,1927 .__.| N 1, 050 1,010
Feb. 18, 1927-June 15, 1936..__| N

* Detroit:

Feb. 15, 1922-Apr. 30, 1924 _____ 600 1,770

May 1, 1924-Dec. 30, 1925___ 530 2,000

Dec. 31, 1925-June 8, 1932 .. 530 2, 000

June 9, 1932-June 30, 1933.__ 530 2, 000

July 1, 1933-Apr. 7, 1935.____ 530 2,000

Apr. 8, 1935-June 15, 1936_._____ 530 2,000
Indianapolis:

June 1922 -Apr.30,1926. . ... M 570 1,860

May 1, 1923-June 30, 1924.._ M 570 1, 860

July 1, 1924-Feb. 28,1926________| M 570 1, 860

Mar. 1, 1926-June 30, 1927_ M 570 1, 860

July 1, 1927-Apr. 30, 1936____ M 570 1, 860

May 1, 1936-June 15, 1936_______ M 570 1, 860
Milwaukee:

June 19, 1922-July 31, 1923______ M 520 2,040 5,880

Aug. 1, 1923-June 15, 1936 __ M 520 2,040 5,880
Peoria:

Nov. 20, 1920-May 10, 1926______ 565 1, 880 5, 420

May 11, 1926-June 30, 1931__ 565 1,880 5,420

July 1, 1931-Mar. 11, 1932_______ 565 1,880 5, 420

Mar, 12, 1932-June 15, 1936______ 1, 000 1,060 3, 060
Springfield:

May 15, 1921 2-May 5, 1923____ M 565 1, 880 5,420

‘May 6, 1923-May 31, 1926_ M 565 1, 880 5, 420

June 1, 1926-June 24, 1931. M 565 1,880 5,420

June 25, 1931-Jan. 21, 1932___ M 565 1, 830 5,420

Jan. 22, 1932-June 10, 1934___ N 1, 000 1,060 3,060

June 11, 1934-June 15, 1936.._____ N 1,000 1, 060 3, 060

See footnotes at end of table.
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TaBLE 14.—Summarized data used in the computation of retail prices of gas, by companies, March 1923—June 1936, inclusive—Continued

[Kinds of gas are indicated as follows: M =manufactured, N =natural, and X=mixed manufactured and natural]

Typical consumption and type of rate !

Service charge Service charge :
Net monthly bills Nettg;og DRF
¥ Cubic feet equivalent | Rate struc- Rate struc-
Heating to— ture Cubic ture Cubic
s Kind |Value in Amount | feet in- Amount | feet in-
ity and period of gas t%;%f:l cluded cluded
units
10.6 therms| 30.6 therms 10.6 therms 30.6 therms 10.6 therms| 30.6 therms
10.6 30.6
Range and . Range and
Range water Range Range and water heater Range water | therms |therms
heater heater
West North Central
Kansas City: Cents | Cenis
Sept. 15, 1922 2-Mar. 1924 N 1,000 1, 060 3,060 | Straightline $0.-507) . 22 Straight line L I $1.40 $3.10 13.2 10.1
June 19242-Aug. 26,1935________| N 1, 000 1, 060 3,060 | Block.__._... .75 400 | Block.__..__ .75 400 1.34 3.09 12.7 10.1
MAug. 27,]1935—June A Atals . N 1, 000 1, 060 5 . d; . 81.36 83.12 12.8 10.2
inneapolis:

+ Jan. 1, 1923-Apr.30,19233_______| M 600 1,720 1.82 5.26 17.2 17.2
May 1 1923-Aug. 31 1923 3__ M 600 1,770 1.86 5.36 17.5 17.5
R I 1T

an. 1, pr. 30, Ol > % 5 s 3
May 1, 1924-Aug. 31, 1924 3 M 600 1,770 1.79 5.15 16.8 16.8
Sept. 1, 1924-Dec. 31, 1924 3 M 600 1,770 1.73 5.00 16.3 16.3
Jan. 1, 1925-Apr. 30, 1925 3_ M 600 1,770 1.70 4.90 16.0 16.0
May 1, 1925-Aug. 31, 1925 3__ M 600 1,770 1.68 4.85 15.8 15.8
Sept. 1, 1925-Dec. 31, 19253_____ | M 600 2, 170 1. 65 4.74 15.5 15.5
Jan. 1, 1926-Apr. 30,1926 ¢______| M 600 1,770 1. 66 4.79 15.7 15.7
Myimhed e M) @) i SAN

ept 1926-Dec. 31, 1926 3_____ 5 1,930 B 5 5 ;
Jalll). 1, 1927-Apr. 30, 1927 3___ M 550 1, 930 1.79 5.17 16.9 16.9
May 1, 1927-Aug. 31, 1927 3__ M 550 1,930 1.85 5.34 17.4 17. 4
Sept. 1, 1927-Aug. 31, 1928 3__ M 550 1,930 1.81 5.23 1701 17:1
Sept. 1, 1928-Dec. 31, 1928 3__ M 550 1,920 1.74 5.00 16.4 16. 4
Jan. 1, 1929-Apr. 30, 19303.__ M 550 1,930 L72 4.95 16. 2 16.2
May 1, 1930-May 31, 1935__ M 550 1,930 2.06 4.85 19.5 15.8
June 1, 1935-Sept. 30, 1935 X 800 1, 330 1. 96 4.47 18.5 14.6
Oct. 1, 1935-Jan. 31, 1936__. X 800 1,330 1.93 4.37 18.2 14.3
Feb. 1, 1936-June 15, 1936 ... X 800 1,330 1.90 4.27 17.9 13.9

986261 ‘SVH d0 SHOIYd TIVLAY NI SAHDNVHD



Omaha:
June 19222-June 1924____________ M 567 1,870 5,400 | Straight line .75 500 | Straight line. .75 500
Sept. 1924-Jan. 31,1925_________ | M 555 1,910 d .75 SOt do-- 75 500
Feb. 1, 1925-Aug. 31, 1927_______ M 555 1,910
Sept. 1, 1927-Dec. 31, 1928_______ M 555 1,910
Jan. 1, 1929-June 30, 1930___ M 555 1,910
July 1, 1930-June 30, 1931__ M 555 1,910
July 1, 1931-Aug. 31, 1932__ M 555 1,910
Sept. 1, 1932-Feb. 28, 1934__ M 555 1,910
Mar. 1, 1934-July 31, 1934__ M 555 1,910
Aug. 1, 1934-June 15, 1936_______ M 555 1,910
St. Louis: s
Mar. 15, 1923-Apr. 5, 1929_______ M 600 1,770
Apr. 6. 1929-May 31, 1931_______ M 600 1,770
June 1, 1931-July 31, 1932_______ M 600 1,770
Aug. 1, 1932-Aug. 26, 1935___.___ X 800 1,330
Aug. 27, 1935-June 15, 1936______ X 800 1,330
St. Paul:
Sept. 2, 1922-Mar. 31, 1923______ M 560 1, 890
April 1, 1923-Feb. 1925__________ M 600 1,770
Feb. 1925-Jan. 31, 1926_____ M 550 1,930
Feb. 1, 1926-June 15, 1936 M 550 1,930
South Atlantic
Atlanta:
Sept. 1921 2-Oct. 31, 1923________ M 575 1, 840 5, 320
Nov. 1, 1923-May 1929___ =, 575 1,840 5, 320
June 1929-Dec. 31, 1929___ | M 575 1,840 5,320
Jan. 1, 1930-Sept. 30, 1930 LN 980 1, 080 3,120
Oct. 1, 1930-Jan. 31, 1935___ N 980 1, 030 3,120
Feb. 1, 1935-June 15, 1936 _ | N 930 1, 080 3,120
Baltimore:
July 1, 1921-July 15, 1923 _ M 500 2,120 6,120
July 16, 1923-Oct. 31, 1929 _ M 500 2,120 6,120
Noyv. 1, 1929-June 15, 1936 M 500 2,120 6,120
Charleston:
May 1921 *-Dec. 1923_____._____ M 550 1,930 5, 560
May 1924-June 1929 _ | M 540 1, 960 5,670
Sept. 1929-May 31, 1931 g M 550 1, 930 5, 560
June 1, 1931-Dec. 31, 193 | M 550 1, 930 5, 560
Jan. 1, 1934-Nov. 25, 1934__ A M 550 1, 930 5, 560
Nov. 26, 1934-June 15, 1936______ M 550 1,930 5, 560
Jacksonville:
Mar. 20, 1922-Sept. 30, 1923_____ M 535 1, 980 5, 720
Oct. 1, 1923-July 31, 1926___ M 535 1, 980 5, 720
Aug. 1, 1926-Jan. 31, 1933_ M 535 1,980 5, 720
Feb. 1, 1933-June 15, 1936 ._____ M 535 1,980 5,720

See footnotes at end of table.
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TaBLE 14.—Summarized data used in the computation of retail prices of gas, by companies, March 1923-June 1936, inclusive—Continued

[Kinds of gas are indicated as follows: M =manufactured, N=natural, and X=mixed manufactured and natural]

Typieal consumption and type of rate !

Service charge Service charge :
: Net monthly bills | Nt price per
Heating| CUPic feet equivalent | Rate struc- Rate struc- PO
T va“i?léli’g to— ture o . F‘ibic ture A rCubic
v J b in- t | feet in-
City and period o | British LI toon ) gl
of gas Highe cluded cluded
units
10.6 therms 10.6 therms 30.6 therms 10.6 therms| 30.6 therms
10.6 30.6
Range and
Range Range Range and water heater Range water therms |therms
heater
South Atlantic—Continued
Norfolk: Cents | Cents
Mar. 1923 >-June 19233____._____ M 580 1,830 $2. 56 $7.35 24.2 24.0
1923 3 M 580 1, 830 2.47 7.08 23.3 23.1
o M 580 1, 830 2.38 6. 82 22.4 22.3
P | M 580 1,830 2. 56 7.35 24.2 24.0
1 | M 530 2,000 2.70 7.52 25.5 24.6
Nov. 1, 1929-June 30, 1932 g . 530 2, 000 2.70 7.34 25.5 24.0
July 1, 1932-Apr. 14, 1933_ _ | M 530 2,000 2. 60 7.12 24.5 23.3
Apr. 15, 1933-June 15, 1936______ M 530 2, 000 2. 40 6. 62 22.6 21.6
Richmond:
May 1921 >-June 1925 __________ M 550 1,930 5, 560 2.51 7.23 23.6 23.6
Sept. 1925-Jan. 31, 1926_ | M 525 2,020 5, 830 2.63 7.58 24.8 4.8
Feb. 1, 1926-June 30, 1929_ ol MK 525 2,020 5, 830 2.63 7.48 24.8 24.5
July 1, 1929-June 15, 1936 _ _____ M 525 2, 020 5, 830 2.63 7.43 24.8 24.3
Savannah:
June 1922 2-Jan. 9, 1935_____ | M 575 1,840 5,320 2. 67 Sih] 25.2 25.2
Jan. 10, 1935-June 15, 1936 M 575 1, 840 5,320 2.30 6. 65 21.7 217
‘Washington:
Mar. 18, 1922-Nov. 17,1923_____| M 600 1,770 5,100 1.86 5. 36 17.5 17.5
Nov. 18, 1923-Sept. 30,1930._._.| M 600 1,770 5,100 1.77 5.10 16.7 16.7
Oct. 1, 1930-Jan. 31, 1931___ M 600 1,770 5,100 1.74 4.74 16. 4 15.5
Feb. 1, 1931-Feb. 28, 1932___ R 6C0 1,770 5,100 1.74 4.74 16.4 15.5
Mar. 1, 1932-July 31,1932_______| X 600 1,770 5,100 1. 69 4.59 16.0 15.0
Aug. 1, 1932-Dec. 15, 1935_ 4 X 600 1,770 5,100 1.55 4.20 14.6 13.7
Dec. 16, 1935-June 15, 1936 _____ X 600 1,770 5, 100 1.53 4.08 14.4 13.3

47

6T ‘SYH J0 SHOTAd TIVIAY NI SHONVHD

o

98¢



East South Central
Birmingham:
Aug. 1, 1922-Feb. 28, 1930______. M 530 2, 000
March 1, 1930-Feb. 28, 1933_ M 525 2, 020
Mar. 1, 1933-Feb. 28, 1934___ M 530 2, 000
Mar. 1, 1934-Dec. 31, 1934___ M 532 1, 990
Jan. 1, 1935-June 15, 1936 M 534 1, 990
Louisville:
May 20, 1914-Nov. 30, 1923______ N 1,130 940
Dec. 1, 1923-Feb. 28, 1924 _ __ X 1,000 1, 060
Mar. 1, 1924-Mar. 31, 1924__ X 1, 000 1,060
Apr. 1, 1924-Neov. 30, 1924___ N 1,130 940
Dee. 1, 1924-Mar. 31, 1925___ X d 1, 060
Apr. 1, 1925-Nov. 30, 1925__ N 1,130 940
Dec. 1, 1925-Mar. 31, 1926___ X 875 1,210
Apr. 1, 1926-Nov. 30, 1926_._ N 1,130 940
Dec. 1, 1926-Mar. 31, 1927___ X 875 1,210
Apr. 1, 1927-Nov. 30, 1927___ N 1,130 940
Deec. 1, 1927-Mar. 31, 1928___ X 875 1,210
Apr. 1, 1928-Nov. 30, 1928___ N 1,130 940
Deec. 1, 1928-Mar. 31, 1929___ X 875 1,210
Apr. 1, 1929-Nov. 30, 1929_ N 1,130 940
Dec. 1, 1929-Mar. 31, 1930 X 65 1,230
Apr. 1, 1930-Nov. 30, 1930___ N 1,130 940
Dec. 1, 1930-Mar. 31, 1931___ X 865 1,230
Apr. 1, 1931-Nov. 30, 1931___ N 1, 130 940
Dec. 1, 1931-Mar. 31, 1932_ X 865 1,230
Apr. 1, 1932-Nov. 30, 1932_ N 1,130 940
Dec. 1, 1932-Mar. 31, 1933 X 865 1,230
Apr. 1, 1933-Nov. 30, 1933. N 1,130 940
Dec. 1,1933-Feb. 28,1934_______| X 865 1,230
Mar. 1,1934-June 30, 1934_______| X 900 1,180 3
July 1, 1934-Jan. 14, 1936____ X 900 1,180 3
Jan. 15, 1936-May 12, 1936.__ X 900 1,180 3
May 13, 1936-June 15, 1936______ X 900 1,180 3
Memphis:
June 1922 >-Dec. 31, 1928________ M 525 2,020 5,830
Jan. 1, 1929-Nov. 14, 1929___ N 980 1,080 3,120
Nov. 15, 1929-June 15, 1936 N 980 1,080 3,120
Mobile:
May 1921 >-Feb. 28, 1927________ M 525 2,020 5,830
Mar. 1, 1927-Dec. 31,1929_______| M 525 2,020 5,830
Jan. 1, 1930-Oct. 12, 1930__ M 525 2,020 5,830
Oct. 13, 1930-Dec. 31, 1935_ N 960 1,100 3,190
Jan. 1, 1936-June 15, 1936__._____ N 960 1,100 3,190

See footnotes at end of table.
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TABLE 14.—Summarized data used in the computation of retial prices of gas, by companies, March 1923—June 1936, inclusive—Continued

[Kinds of gas are indicated as follows: M =manufactured, N=natural, and X =mixed manufactured and natural]

Typical consumption and type of rate !

Ry A EeTpichl0 fige = Peryich ooy Net monthly bills Net {)rice per
g ubic feet equivalen: . ate struc- : therm
‘Heatin; Cubic Cubic
e in Joe= feet in- ture Amount | feet in-
City and period British cluded cluded
thermal
units
10.6 therms 30.6 therms 10.6 therms| 30.6 therms i e
Range and < 4
Range Range and water heater Range water therms |therms
heater
West South Central
Dallas: Cents | Cents
May 1921 2-June 8, 1925_________ 1,000 1,060 | 3,060 | Straightline_ | ________|._______ Steatehtlinel|® " = sndite 2 s $0. 72 $2.07 6.7 6.7
June 9, 1925-Dec. 31, 1926__ 1,000 1, 060 d 1.05 2. 40 9.9 7.8
Jan. 1, 1927-Jan. 1929___ 1,000 1, 060 1.29 2.64 12.2 8.6
Feb. 1929-Dec. 1935__ 1,015 1, 040 1.28 2.61 12.1 8.5
Jan. 1936-June 15, 1936__________ 1,050 1,010 1.26 2.54 11.9 8.3
Houston:
Apr. 1920 2-Apr. 30, 1925________ 530 2,000 2.18 6.29 20. 6 20.6
May 1, 1925-April 1926___ 530 2, 000 2.10 6. 06 19.8 19.8
May 1926-June 15, 1936 1,000 1,060 1.19 2.49 112 8.1
Little Rock:
Apr. 1919 2-July 14,1923_________ 1,000 1,060 $1.00 1.38 9.4 4.5
July 15, 1923-June 30,.1935_ 2R 1,000 1, 060 1.08 2.18 10. 2 Tl
July 1, 1935-June 15, 1936_______ 1,000 1,060 41,11 42.23 10.4 7.3
New Orleans:
Sept. 27, 1922-Sept. 5, 1928_ _____ 600 1,770 2.30 6.63 21.7 21.7
Sept. 6, 1928-June 15, 1936_______ 950 1,120 1.26 3.15 11.9 10.3
Mountain
Butte:
May 1921 Sept. 3, 1931 _______ 525 2,020 4.24 11.79 40.0 38.5
Sept. 4, 1931-Nov. 14, 1935_ 850 1, 250 . 1.81 2.87 174 9.4
1)Nov‘ 15, 1935-June 15, 1936 850 1,250 L0004 25 50 Q0. s 1.00 | 1,000 1.11 2.17 10.5 Tal
enver:
Apr. 1919 >-Feb. 10, 1927__ ______ 335 3,160 3.00 8.67 28.3 28.3
Feb. 11, 1927-June 30, 1928_ 335 3,160 2.84 8.22 26.8 26.8
July 1, 1928-Sept. 24, 1934 __ 845 1, 250 2.10 4.12 19.8 13.5
Sept. 25, 1934-Feb. 28, 1935 845 1, 250 2.10 4.07 19.8 13.3
Mar. 1, 1935-June 15, 1936...____ 845 1,270 42.14 414,15 20.2 13.6
Salt Lake City:
Nov. 26, 1920-June 1924_________ 458 2,310 3.73 9.94 35.2 32.5
Sept. 1924-Mar. 4, 1925_..._..... | 463 2,290 3.70 9.84 34.9 32.1
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Mar. 5, 1925-Mar. 1927__________
June 1927-Sept. 1927____
Dec. 1927-Mar. 1928____
June 1928-Aug. 31, 1929___
Sept. 1, 1929-Aug. 3, 1933_
Aug. 4, 1933-June 15, 1936.______

Pacific
Los Angeles:
Co. 1:

Oct. 1, 1922-March 1923.._____
June 1923-Feb. 8, 1927___
Feb. 9, 1927-Nov. 30, 1928

Feb. 15, 1936-June 15, 1936____
Co. 2:
Mear, IS sl e

April 1923-Feb. 9, 1927____
Feb. 10, 1927-Nov. 30, 1928__
Deec. 1, 1928-June 30, 1933_____
July 1, 1933-Feb. 14, 1936_____
Feb. 15, 1936-June 15, 1936____
Portland, Oreg.:
Sept. 1, 1922-Jan. 30, 1926 ______
Jan. 31, 1926-Feb. 19, 1927___
Feb. 20, 1927-Feb. 14, 1929
Feb. 15, 1929-June 15, 1936. _
San Francisco:
Aug. 25, 1922-Mar. 4, 1924
Mar. 5, 1924-Mar. 3, 1925_
Mar. 4, 1925-Nov. 25, 1925__
Nov. 26, 1925-Feb. 26, 1928__
Feb. 27, 1928-Feb. 13, 1929 __
Feb. 14, 1929-June 1929___

May 1, 1936-June 15, 1936_______
Beattle:

Apr. 1, 1920-Dec. 1929 _________

June 1930-Aug. 11, 1930_____ =

Aug. 12, 1930-Nov. 15, 1931 _

Nov. 16, 1931-June 30, 1932__

July 1, 1932-June 15, 1936

Zzese

MM Z2222ZHN

ZZHHMRRRRRR RRER ZZ2z27

S

=

2,120
2,120
2,120
2,120
2,120

(=
(=]

g

3
B

wo
oo
£883288
g23388

WO~
£

£

400 3.60 8.84 34.0
400 3.63 8.92 34.2
400 3.78 9.29 35.6
400 3.93 9.72 37.1
400 2.08 4.07 19.6
400 $2.12 44.16 20.0
.96 2:71 9.0

.85 2.45 8.0

.88 2.56 8.3

1.28 | * 2.60 12.1

300 1.26 2.51 11.8
1.26 2.43 11.8

.96 2.7 9.0

.85 2.45 8.0

.88 2. 56 8.3

1.28 2. 60 12.1

300 1.26 2.51 11.8
1.26 2.43 11, 8

2.31 5.92 21.8

2.36 6.06 22.2

2.34 5.99 22.0

2.34 5.96 22.0

1.78 5.12 16,7

1.93 5. 56 18.2

2.03 5.84 19.1

1.83 5.28 17.3

1.81 5.23 171

1.74 5.00 16.4

1.65 4.76 15.5

1.57 4.52 14.8

1.38 2.86 13.0

1,27 2.49 12.0

3.16 8.08 29.8

3.16 8.08 29.8

3.16 7.29 29.8

3.01 5.17 28.4

73.10 75.32 29.2

1 See page 18 for explanation of technical terms and description of types of rate structures and service charges.
Record of the exact date on which this rate was effective is not on file in this Bureau.
3 Rates for this period were subject to adjustment for cost of manufacture.

4 Tax of 2 percent has been included.

2 First reported on this date.

$ Minimum bill.

¢ Cubic feet equivalent to 2 therms.

7 Tax of 3 percent has been included.

8 Sales tax of 1 percent has been included.
9 Cubic feet equivalent to 2.5 therms.
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48 CHANGES IN RETAIL PRICES OF GAS, 1923-36

History of Collection and Publication of Retail Prices
of Gas, 1907-36

General

Retail prices of gas were first collected by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics in 1911. Prices per thousand cubic feet were secured by
correspondence for quarterly periods of each year beginning with 1907
from companies serving each of the 39 cities covered for retail prices
of food. Rate changes were infrequent during these years and reports
for April only were published for the purpose of showing price trends.
Eleven cities were added to the reporting service between 1913 and
1918. Rates effective in April of each year, beginning with 1913,
were later secured from the companies serving these cities. Table 15
shows the dates and frequency of collections of rate schedules.

TaBLE 15.—Frequency of collection of domestic rate schedules for gas, 1907-36

Date Frequency of collection

Annually: Apr. 15.1

_| Semiannually: Apr. 15, Oct. 15.

-| Annually: Apr. 15.

-| May 15, Sept. 15, Dec. 15.

_| Quarterly: Mar. 15, June 15, Sept. 15, Dec. 15.
Semiannually: June 15, Dec. 15.

June 15, Nov. 15.

Mar. 15, July 15, Oct. 15.

Quarterly: Jan. 15, Apr. 15, July 15.

1 Prices were collected but not published for January, July, and October of these years.

Since 1907 a majority of the reporting cities have been served with
manufactured gas. The number, however, has gradually been de-
creased by the introduction of straight natural gas or mixed manu-
factured and natural gas. In some cities two kinds of gas were
served, either simultaneously through separate meters or alternately
at different seasons of the year through the same meter. A record
of the total number of reporting cities and of these served by each
kind of gas during the years 1907-36, inclusive, shown in table 16,
illustrates the trend toward an increasing use of natural gas.

From 1907 to 1911, rates for practically all of the reporting cities
provided either a flat rate for all gas consumed, or a block schedule
in which the first block covered a consumption greatly in excess of
the requirements for household use. It was therefore unnecessary to
ask the companies to file rate schedules with the Bureau. With the
introduction, in later years, of domestic rate schedules, which pro-
vided a lower price per thousand cubic feet as the consumption
increased, it became necessary to collect rate schedules to be used
as a basis for computing average prices of gas.
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TaBre 16.—Total number of reporting cities; number feporting for manufactured,
natural, and mized manufactured and natural gas; and number reporting for more
than one kind of gas, 1907—36

o) Cities reporting: Citi'es o

Dates of collection porting g"mﬁ.‘; ?1“

(lay bl Natural Mixed W? “tg

factured orens

APrH IODT-ADril IALT s ot e 39 35 7 1 4
APRHLIIEC fo, oo e e 40 34 -1 9 1 4
AprlaON3cl 001 - ICRLGT VT8 o 50 44 9 1 4
April 1914-April 1919 _ . _ e 50 43 9 2 4
April 1920-June 1922______ - 51 43 9 2 3
September 1922-March 19: L 51 42 8 3 2
June 1925-March 1926_._____ it 51 42 7 4 2
June 1926-December 1926_ A 51 41 8 4 2
March 1927-June 1928_______ 51 41 9 3 2
September 1928-December 1 51 39 11 3 2
March 1929-June 1929________ 51 38 12 3 2
September 1929-December 1929 51 36 13 4 2
March 1930 51 35 15 3 2
June 1930 50 34 15 3 2
December 1930 __ 50 33 16 3 2
March 1931-June 50 32 16 4 2
September 1931 50 31 17 4 2
December 1931.__ 50 30 thd 5 2
March 1932-June ST 50 28 19 6 2
September 1932-Septembe 50 or 19 6 2
December 1933-March 1935 50 27 18 6 1
June 1935-June 1936 .. __ _ 50 25 18 7 0

1t The cities which reported two kinds of gas are:

Buffalo.—Both natural and manufactured gas were reported for 1907 through June 1922, when reports for
manufactured gas were discontinued.

Pittsburgh.—Both natural and manufactured gas were reported for 1907 through April 1919. Plants
manufacturing artificial gas were discontinued early in 1919.

Clereland.—Both natural and manufactured gas were reported for 1907 through March 1935. Reports
r(;r manufactured gas were then discontinued as very little had been used for household purposes for a number
of years.

Louisville—From January 1907 through April 1913, manufactured gas for illumination and mixed natural
and manufactured gas were served through separate meters. From April 1913 through September 1933,
natural gas was served when the supply was sufficient. During the winter months when the demand was
heavy, manufactured gas was mixed with the natural gas.

Radical changes in types of domestic rate structures, the use of
new and improved household appliances, the introduction of natural
gas with a high heating value into cities formerly served with manu-
factured gas, and the increasing tendency to measure gas in terms of
heat units, have resulted in the introduction of new methods of
computing average prices of gas for domestic consumption. Explana-
tions of the methods are shown in following paragraphs. For definitions
of the technical terms used in these explanations see page 18.
Table 17 lists the publications in which prices computed under each
method have been presented.
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TABLE 17.—Publication of prices of gas for domestic consumption for each series,
April 1907-July 1936

Bulletin Periods covered Bulletin Periods covered
1907-19, inclusive 1907-34, inclusive
Prices for the first 1,000 cubic feet, by companies Prices based on consumption of 3,000 cubic feet for

manufactured gas and 5,000 cubic feet for natural
and mixed manufactured and natural gas, by
Apr. 15-1907-Apr. 15, 1911. cities !

Apr. 15, 1911-Apr. 15, 1912.
Apr. 15, 1912-Oct. 15, 1912.
Oct. 15, 1912-Apr. 15, 1913.
Apr. 15, 1913-Oct. 15, 1913.

Apr. 15, 1913-Dec. 15, 1926.

Apr. 15, 1907-Dee. 15, 1927,
Oct. 15, 1913-Oct. 15, 1914. -| Apr. 15, 1907-Deec. 15, 1928.
Oct. 15, 1914-Apr. 15, 1915.

Apr. 15, 1915-Oct. 15, 1915. ‘‘Retail Prices”._._| June 1929-Nov. 1934.
Oct. 15, 1915-Apr. 15, 1916.

“Retail Prices”____| Prices for Apr. 15, 1917, 1918,
and 1919 were published in the
June issue for these years.

Prices for March and July 1935 were not published

October 1935 to date
Net monthly bills and prices per thousand cubic
feet and per therm for each of 4 typical residential
1907-25, inclusive services, by cities.
Prices for the first 1,000 cubic feet, by cities !

“Retail Prices”
Apr. 15, 1913-Apr. 15, 1919.

Apr. 15, 1907-Apr. 15, 1920. Nov. 1935_._______ Oct. 1935.
Apr. 15, 1907-Dec. 15, 1921. Jan. 1936___ _| Jan. 1936.
Apr. 15, 1907-Dec. 15, 1922. Apr. 1936 Apr. 1936.
Apr. 15, 1907-Dec. 15, 1923. July 1936 -=2-- . July 1936.

Apr. 15, 1907-Dec. 15, 1924.
Apr. 15, 1907-Dec. 15, 1925.

“Retail Prices”_..| June 1920 and subsequent is-
sues covering periods of col-
lection also presented these
data.

1 Index numbers (Apr. 1913=100) for manufactured gas were computed from the average price for the
reporting cities.

Prices for the First Thousand Cubic Feet of Gas, 1907-25

Prices for the first 1,000 cubic feet of gas were published for each
reporting company for 1907-19, inclusive. Beginning with 1920
prices were published by cities—a simple average was computed for
all cities served by two or more companies.

Index numbers (April 1913=100) for manufactured gas were com-
puted from the simple averages of prices by cities.

The types of rate schedules available to residential customers have
shown marked changes from the straight-line type generally in effect
in 1907. In that year only 1 of the 39 cities was served under a rate
whereby the average residential customer was benefited by lower
prices for an increased consumption of gas. In Salt Lake City a lower
price was paid for gas used in excess of 2,000 cubic feet. Block rates
providing for lower prices for gas consumed in excess of 10,000 cubic
feet were effective in only 4 cities reporting in 1907. A gradual
increase in the use of this type of rate schedule and in the introduc-
tion of service charges was shown during the years from 1907 to
1920. During the 6-year period, 192025, inclusive, 40 percent of
the 51 reporting cities either introduced a service charge or a block-
meter schedule having 10,000 or less cubic feet at the primary rate,
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or further modified these types already in use. In 1925 rate schedules
having initial blocks of 10,000 cubic feet were effective in 11 cities,
and from 3,000 to 7,800 cubic feet in 7 cities. Service charges or
initial blocks of 2,000 cubic feet or less were applicable for 16 cities.

Prices of Gas Based on Average Family Consumption, 1907-34

Due to the more extensive use of the block type and the inclusion
of service charges as a feature of domestic rates for gas, by 1926 the
price for the first 1,000 cubic feet no longer furnished an equitable
method of presenting prices for domestic use.

Accordingly, in 1926 prices were based on the use of 3,000 cubic
feet of manufactured gas and 5,000 cubic feet of natural gas or of mixed
manufactured and natural gas. These consumption factors represent
the average family use of gas as determined from statements received
from reporting companies and from records published in trade maga-
zines and governmental reports. On this basis prices were recomputed
back through 1907 and carried forward through 1934.

Index numbers (April 1913=100) for manufactured gas were
computed from the simple averages of prices by cities.

Prices of Gas for Specified Domestic Services, 1923-36

The increased and more widely distributed use of natural gas, the
introduction of new appliances, and the improvements in those used
for many years, together with the changes in rate structures resulting
from these developments, led the Bureau to undertake the computa-
tion of prices based upon specifications identical for all cities and
better suited to current conditions in the industry.

Under the present method, adopted in 1935, prices are based upon
a definite number of heat units (therms) for each of four selected
services. The number of therms used for each service is constant
for all cities, regardless of the variations in the kind and heating
value of the gas served in the different cities.

The heat requirements used as the basis for computing prices
were determined from a careful analysis of reports representing con-
ditions in all sections of the United States. They were approved
by engineers in the utility field as typical of the average use of gas
for each service for a 5-room house, including living room, dining
room, kitchen, and two bedrooms.

These specifications now used are:

Therms
10.6. Range.
19.6. Range and manual-type water heater.
30.6. Range and automatic-storage or instantaneous-type water
heater.
40.6. Range, automatic-storage or instantaneous-type water heater,
and refrigerator.
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A five-room house which has been used to represent an average size
home in other studies conducted by this Bureau has been accepted as
being well suited to the twofold use required for this specification in
the determination of net monthly bills for gas used for domestic pur-
poses. First: The designation of a five-room house on questionnaires
requesting records or estimates of the amount of gas required for the
use of specified domestic appliances definitely indicated the nature and
limitations of the information desired. Second: From the information
at hand it has been accepted as a fair standard for computing net
monthly bills from rate schedules under which the number of cubic
feet in each block was regulated according to the number of rooms in
the home. It is recognized, however, that due to variations in cus-
tomer habits and number of occupants, the net monthly bills may be
equally representative for small apartments or for houses with more
than five rooms.

The method of determining consumption factors is discussed in
the computation of prices, page 2. These consumption factors,
are based on standards of heat expressed in therms (1 therm=100,000
B. t.u.). This was deemed advisable because of the differences in the
heating value of the gas between cities reporting to the Bureau, as well
as of extreme changes within the cities where the kind of gas served
was changed from manufactured, with a range of from 335 to 600
B. t. u., to natural or mixed manufactured and natural, of from 800 to
1,150 B. t. u.

For two of the four services, 10.6 therms (range only) and 30.6
therms automatic water heater combined with range), net monthly
bills have been computed for quarterly periods beginning with March
1923. These bills have been used as the basis for computing indexes
for individual cities, the indexes for 50 cities combined, and subindexes
for cities served with manufactured gas, natural gas, and mixed gas
which are presented in this pamphlet.

O
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