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PREFACE 

Gas is used by most American families primarily for cooking and 
often for water heating. Its use for house heating is increasing from 
year to year. In urban communities its use is almost universal. It 
is an important item in the cost of living of wage earners’ families. 
Consequently, the Bureau of Labor Statistics has been collecting data 
on the price of gas at retail for many years. 

Since domestic gas is not a standardized commodity, one of the 
tasks of the Bureau of Labor Statistics has been to devise a method 
for computing prices of gas for residential use in each of the reporting 
cities upon idential heat requirements. After many years of effort, 
and in cooperation with utility engineers and qualified experts in the 
‘Federal service, such a method was devised and introduced in the 
Bureau’s publications in 1935. 

Indexes have been computed for each of the 50 cities reporting to 
the Bureau and for these cities combined for quarterly periods, from 
March 1923 to June 1936, inclusive. These indexes cover each of two 
heat requirements, 10.6 therms, typical of the use of gas for cooking, 
and 30.6 therms, typical of its use for both cooking and automatic 
water heating. They will be published quarterly hereafter in the 
Bure: u’s pamphlet entitled ‘Retail Prices.” 

~The Bureau takes this opportunity to express its appreciation of 
the cooperation which it has received from the utility companies in 
cities for which it has received domestic rate schedules over a long 
period of years. Their schedules have provided the primary data for 
the computation of the indexes. 

Plans for the indexes were reviewed by qualified experts in the 
United States Bureau of Standards, the Bureau of Mines, the Federal 
Trade Commission and the Central Statistical Board. Special men- 
tion should be made of the cooperation of Mr. Paul Ryan, Chief 
Statistician of the American Gas Association. Comments and sug- 
gestions made by these experts have materially increased the useful- 
ness of the data. 

This bulletin was prepared in the Retail Price Division, under the 
direction of Stella Stewart, Chief of the Division. Major contribu- 
tions to both the statistical and textual material were made by Ruth 
J. Powers and Ethel D. Hoover. The assistance of Gertrude Craven 
and Isabel R. Smiley is also acknowledged. 

Isapor Lusin, 

Commissioner of Labor Statistics. 
NoveEMBER 1936. 
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Changes in Retail Prices of Gas, 1923-36 

Introduction 

Retail prices of gas for residential use have been computed by the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics for 25 years. These computations have, 
since 1913, included 50 representative and widely scattered cities. 
Great changes in the rate schedules have been brought about by the 
increased use of natural gas, by the introduction of new appliances 
and improvements in those used in earlier years and also as a result 
of competition with other sources of light and fuel. These changes 
have made it advisable for the Bureau to revise, from time to time, 
its method of computing and publishing prices of gas. 

The last revision took place in 1935. In October of that year, 
prices per therm ' and per cubic foot were first published for each of 
four services based upon consumption of gas typical of average heat 
requirements for the use of domestic appliances. These prices have 
since appeared quarterly in “Retail Prices.” 

This work has now been expanded to include the computation of 
quarterly indexes of prices since March 1923. Heat requirements of 
10.6 therms, typical of the use of gas for cooking, and of 30.6 therms, 
for the use of an automatic water heater and a range, have been 
selected as representative for this purpose and as illustrative of the 
present trend toward lower rates for increased consumption. Indexes 
have been computed for each of these heat requirements for each 
city and for the 50 cities combined. Subindexes have been com- 
puted for manufactured, natural, and mixed gas. 

Computation of the Indexes 

Cities 

In March 1923, 40 of the 50 cities included in the indexes were 
using manufactured gas, 7 were using straight natural gas and 3 were 
using mixed manufactured and. natural gas. In June 1936, 25 of 
these cities were still using manufactured gas, but the introduction of 
straight natural gas or mixed manufactured and natural gas had 

!1 therm equals 100,000 British thermal units; 1 B. t. u. equals the amount of heat required to raise 

the temperature of 1 pound of pure water 1° F. 

1



2 CHANGES IN RETAIL PRICES OF GAS, 1923-36 

taken place in many cities, with the result that 18 of the 50 cities 
were using straight natural gas and 7 were using mixed manufactured 
and natural gas. 

The cities whose rate schedules have been used in the computation 
of these indexes, arranged by geographical areas, are: 

New England: South Atlantic: 

Boston Atlanta, 
Fall River Baltimore 

Manchester Charleston 

New Haven Jacksonville 
Portland, Maine Norfolk 
Providence Richmond 

Middle Atlantic: HAT, D. C. 
Buffalo 

Newark East South Central: 
New York Birmingham 

Philadelphia Louisville 
Pittsburgh Memphis 
Rochester Mobile 

Seranbon. West South Central: 

East North Central: Dallas 
Chicago Houston 

Cincinnati Little Rock 

Cleveland New Orleans 
Columbus : 
Doiroil Mountain: 

Indianapolis a 

nwo Salt Lake City 
Springfield, Ill. Pacific: 

West North Central: : Los Angeles 
Kansas City Portland, Oreg. 

Minneapolis San Francisco 

Omaha Seattle 

St. Louis 

St. Paul 

Prices 

Prices of gas were computed for each of the two selected services 
for all cities on identical standards of heat units expressed in therms, 
and on the equivalent in cubic feet, the latter varying in inverse ratio 
to the heating value of the gas in each city. The factor of 10.6 therms 
for the use of a range and of 30.6 therms for the use of the automatic 

water heater in addition to the range have been determined from 
records and estimates received from the gas companies and from 
laboratory studies of the heat requirements for cooking and for water 
heating. 

Although these standards are typical of the average use of gas for 
the specified services, they are not equally representative for all of the
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cities included in this study. In cities served with manufactured gas 
generated from fuel shipped from a considerable distance, or in cities 
using natural gas which has been piped for hundreds of miles, the 
conservative use of gas tends to a somewhat lower consumption; 
but in cities located in the natural-gas regions, where proximity to 
the source of supply combined with attendant lower prices encourage 
a more liberal use, gas is utilized to a considerable extent for space 
heating by a majority of the residential customers. In some instances 
these natural-gas customers are served under more advantageous rate 

schedules than those used by the Bureau for computing net monthly 
bills. 

Table 1, prepared from annual statistics in 1935 appearing in Bulle- 
tins No. 21 and No. 22, published by the American Gas Association, 
presents a summary of the volume of sales and the cost to the customer 
of manufactured and natural gas sold for domestic purposes in the 
years 1929 to 1935 inclusive. In each case, the figures are based 
upon reports from identical companies throughout the 7 years. 
Therefore, the statistics for natural gas for the earlier years include 
companies which subsequently changed from manufactured to natural 
gas during this period. Sales of gas for house heating are included 
with domestic sales. 
TABLE 1.—Manufactured and natural gas for domestic use, including house heating 

[Total sales and revenue in the United States, and average consumption and price per customer, 1929-35] 
    

  

  

Average con- 
Mombez of Annual sales to Revenue from bose. per | Average price per cus- 

Dec. 21 customers sales to customers | customer per tomer per month 
month 

Year 

Manu- ¥ i Npsal 
fac- | Nat- | Manu- Manu- Manu-| ppt ure. 

tured | ural fac- Natural fac- Natural | fac- nal 
tured tured tured 

Per Per Total MCF Total MCF 

  

Millions of cubic Thousands of 
eet dollars Cubic feet 

7 

      

  

289, 187 | 312,598 | 344,093 | 203,612 | 2, 5,185 |$2.94 $1.19 ($3.38 | $0.65 
204,483 | 325,602 | 348,121 | 218,118 | 2,512 | 5,081 | 2.97 | 1.18 | 3.40 .67 
290, 291 | 319,467 | 342,697 | 219,345 | 2,502 | 5,034 | 2.95 | 1.18 | 3.46 .69 
276,244 | 300,869 | 332,248 | 211,042 | 2,492 | 4,816 | 3.00 | 1.20 | 3.38 .70 
258, 565 | 281,964 | 306,199 | 197,958 | 2,345 | 4,473 | 2.78 | 1.18 | 3.14 .70 
260, 254 | 284,883 | 305,829 | 198,092 | 2,313 | 4,374 | 2.72 | 1.18 | 3.04 .70 
258, 042 | 304,255 | 302,031 | 210,572 | 2,252 | 4,499 | 2.64 | 1.17 | 3.11 .69                 

Source: Annual Statistics of the Gas Industry, 1935, American Gas Association, Statistical Bulletins 
Nos. 21 and 22. 

The average heating value for manufactured gas for cities reporting 
to the Bureau in 1935 was 535 B. t. u. per cubic foot. The actual 
average monthly consumption in 1935 as reported by the American 
Gas Association was 2,252 cubic feet, equivalent to 12.0 therms, at 
an average price of 22.0 cents per therm. These statistics include the 
use of manufactured gas for house heating. The average monthly 
consumption, exclusive of house heating, is equivalent to 10.5 therms, 
approximately the same heat requirement used by the Bureau as 
typical of the use of gas for the range only. 

126580°—87——2



4 CHANGES IN RETAIL PRICES OF GAS, 1923-36 

For natural gas, the average heating value was 1,062 B. t. u. per 
cubic foot. The actual average monthly consumption in 1935 as 
reported by the American Gas Association was 4,499 cubic feet, 
equivalent to 47.8 therms at an average price of 6.5 cents per therm. 
This consumption provides for the use of natural gas for major 
appliances in addition to the range and water heater, and confirms the 
statement already made concerning the more extensive use of natural 
gas at prices considerably below the average paid for manufactured 
gas. 

For purposes of computing prices for cities served under rate sched- 
ules which measure consumption by the cubic foot, the equivalent of 
10.6 therms and 30.6 therms has been computed to the nearest 10 
cubic feet. This partially compensates for any difference which may 
result in the use of a single month for computing a representative bill, 
as compared with the general practice of computing monthly bills to 
the nearest 100 cubic feet, any variation up to this amount being taken 
care of in the following month. 

The following table shows, for June 1936, the kind of gas used in each 
of the 50 cities, its average heating value for that month, and the price 
per therm. Changes in the kind and in the heating value of the gas 
used, and changes in rates and in rate structures were carefully studied 
in computing the prices shown in this table. 

TABLE 2.— British thermal units per cubic foot of gas arranged in descending order 
for 60 cities with kind of gas used and prices per therm based on consumption of 
10.6 therms and 30.6 therms as of June 1936 

[M =manufactured; N =natural; X=mixed, manufactured and natural] 
  

  

      

  

  

     

Price per Price per 
therm based therm based 

Kind| on consump- Kind | OB consump- 

City B.t.u.| of tion of City B.t.u.| of | tionof— 
gas gas 

10.6 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 
therms| therms therms|therms 

Cents | Cents Cents | Cents 
San Franecisco...--__ N 12.0 8.1 || Savannah ____._______ 575 | M 21 21.7 
Pittsburgh___. N 9.4 5.3 || Indianapolis. .______ 570 | M 15.8 15.8 
Cleveland _____ N 71 4.7 || Portland, Oreg.__.__ 570 | M 22.0 19.5 
Los Angeles. N 11.8 8.001 Omaha. .......... cc 555 | M 14.4 11.5 
Columbus... c= =~ N 7.1 5.0 |V.S. Paal....ccemaze 550 | M 16.4 16.4 
Dallas... ... cco. ’ N 11.9 8.3 (|. Charleston. ......... 550 | M 25.5 23-5 
Peoria... lL... 1 N 20.0 15.34 New-York... ...... 540 | M 22.11 19.9 
Springfield, Ill... 1,000 | N 18.0 15: 2-{-Rochester- wna 537 | M 18.6 18.2 
Kansas City. ...---- 1,000 | N 12.8 10. 2:1 Boston. : x meer meri = 535 | M 23:1 18.6 
Houston... =. 3x N 11.2 8.1 || Jacksonville_._._.____ 535 | M 38.0 26.8 

N 10.4 7-3 Birmingham. ....... 534 M 15.0 15.0 
N 16.8 12.3 || Philadelphia__.._._- 530 | M 17.0 16.4 
N 14.3 11.8 Dot rol creases 530 | M 16.1 15.1 
N 21.2 15.5 530 M 22.6 21.6 
N 11.9 10.3 528 M 23.9 19.4 
X 7.2 7:2 528 | M 22.7 20.3 
X 8.7 Hd 525 M 26.8 18.5 
X 8.6 8.0 525 | M 28.5 21.3 
N 20.0 13.6 525 M 25.4 19.8 
N 10. 5 7.1 525 | M 24.8 24.3 
N 20. 2 13.6 || Scranton... 520 | M 29.2 1 

Chicago... .. 52 800 | X 18.3 15.3 || Milwaukee __________ 520 | M 16.8 15.1 
Minneapolis_ ___.___ 800 X 17.9 13.9 || Providence... _.__.__ 510 | M 24.3 19.9 
Bt. Louis. oi ore ina 800 | X 19.2 15.9 {| Baltimore..........-- 500 | M 17.0 15.6 
Washington___._.___ 600 | X 14.4 13.3 il Seattle. zo... 05010 500 | M 29.2 17.4                      
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The most significant development in rate structures between 
March 1923 and June 1936 was the increased use of the fixed monthly 
service charge which, in most cities, includes the consumption of a 
small amount of gas. Thirty of the 67 companies in the 50 cities 
reporting to the Bureau had no service charge at either date. Kleven 
of them had a service charge at both dates. Twenty-six companies 
introduced the use of the service charge during this period. Fifteen 
of these twenty-six companies introduced the service charge when they 
changed from manufactured to straight natural or to mixed gas; 9 of the 
26 companies used manufactured gas and 2 used straight natural gas 
throughout the entire period. The use of the service charge by each 
of the reporting companies in March 1923 and in June 1936 is shown 
in the following table: 

TaBLE 3.—Service charges for gas jor 50 cities in March 1923 and June 1936 appli- 
cable to consumption of 10.6 therms 

[M =manufactured; N=natural; X=mixed, manufactured and natural] 
    

  

    

  

  

      
  

      

March 1923 June 1936 

Region and city Service charge Service charge 

Rind ind 
of gas of gas 

Cubic feet Cubic feet 
Amount included Amount included 

New England: 
Boston: 

1 company. . M $0. 60 100 
1 company. bt elm element (DS IR I 

Fall River. ____ M 15 300 
Manchester......couscenaciaa in M 1.00 600 
New Haven. ..........o....L..o0 M .50 100 
Portland, Maine... .........:: M 1.00 400 
Providence... o-oo... si..c M .70 200 

Middle Atlantic: 
Buffalo... o.oo aan drs aca nam Xitel Ch et i mh) ct i Xo 7 Hi co aiionns w ox pri ar wma 
Newark... cdl. sancti Mo 3. Yee ae M 1.00 400 
New York 

Scompanies.... S.C. 7 i Pitan: So ar ala Mo nik es and 
COMPANY <5 £1 oo ~f £5 Omi Minf-E-43-0 1 pagourian. M 11.02 600 
2oonmpanies..... Sit... Mo egeieeate aii sl M 11.02 500 
J eOomMPanyi sd fo ctid3 medi n M Ip | EA Pate) M . 02 500 

Pniladelphiz. Cc .......s ME a at Mae i, CTR SERN 
Pittsburgh: 

S.companies_-.. tC cll Noo | ER ON ONC i LER 
Rochester...c. anon svi qui 1.) GE A Ea RAN] FACES VIN w 4 MO d-E-2Lot aaron 
SOraRlON.. 8 cian isos amug Me M Me: Baie ang 

East North Central 
eA80. Jp ts Sgt wrens mn M .60 400 X . 58 250 

Ginelnnati....c . as. Lan N hdl. per {rfsncccroon Fhe ERY 0 BIE R¥e% FAT Ye NEAL 70% 
Cleveland... ....oc ova... NE {ee No faritinrene [Frere painsns 
Columbus: 

2 COMPAINES. of aie Noles Yi Naame desea 
Detroit. 3:3 Clb ..o0uiuiil Mpa loiu one. niin. Mo ode. cnor across 
Indianapolis... ..0 =  ..... 0 BE TT Te LAIR Mo o...i ol iieraaiea 
Milwaukee... 3..0i2 04. atll M . 50 400 M . 50 400 
EC ORE REE OE ie Meio noo FREE RENT Cr BIER 
Springfield cll. iiiin].. 250 Mille ROI NRL nn 2 NO [adem da iE LLL OS 

‘West Nerth Central: 
Kansas: City. 1G Lol lilo N +0 TIC LL 00 N 2.76 400 
MINNEaPOUS..o.. eprops Mr al rh ee X 1.00 400 
maha (L.-J. alii uli M 75 500 M .75 500 

St honS. Soa es LEE RCI Pn. li 1h X 3,81 333 
St. POL... avin sani mi mas M a...aioiind.o0d 4 MO Shabani. 

Footnote at end of table. 
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TABLE 3.—Service charges for gas for 50 cities in March 1923 and June 1936 appli- 
cable to consumption of 10.6 therms—Continued 

[M=manufactured; N=natural; X =mixed, manufactured and natural] 
  

  

  

    

  

  

    

  

March 1923 June 1936 

Region and city Service charge Service charge 

Kind Kind 

of 3% Cubic feet oiges A t moun : 
- Amount | Yi ded included | Cubic feet 

South Atlantic: 
Atlanta... or vera. 1 ted Ue nn) Sa a N p14 Sei ll 
Baltimore... due... cucede tne sun. 2s I, 5 i 4 TORN 8 0 IR XE RT Me seild upuncbosrynii b 
BLOT So NR IRE SEE OREN MRT Mois BET 
Jacksonville...) . cucu di dm YEE, A IESE 0 (ee Sart M 1.00 200 
Norfolk. acer eniianinniansn Moh aaa 1. EASE CS Re 
Richmond... .. deca cn ruins sidan 7 VE! Dt let 5 SET Bsa ie Ma. oc onto: 
Savannah. iota aia. Ma aR i. Be TR 
Washington: 

2.Ccompanios. tL... J... ..t. 7 EOL RTA eed I CR X .75 800 
East South Central: 

Birmingham... ...........20% 3%. Me Ya LL Mol aot EN 
Touisyille. coer senna NH ca sea x 3. 62 600 
Memphis......cuctic Civ auusing 3.7 EET) Ra LIC 3 REE eer, N . 80 400 
MOBS aarti nun ian Meg N 1.25 300 

West South Centra 
alias oil. . Notloesaeciy 000. N 1.17 700 

IH OUStON. wae imine Mo Ee. aL N RE A. 
Little Rock Nor N Af ne 
New Orleans... ..oo oo. 2... 3. SER A RE N £0 Bl REE 

Mountain: 
33TH LER SR + WIS 1,7 Sd RL BT hl Coal BL N 1.00 1, 000 
DONYEr.. . ... ieee ims sle amd ndin nn nT EA Or AS BE TAR N 1,92 400 
Salt Loko Oly .cinmimunnamnnaall M Anh Ln Sa 1 N 1,92 400 

Pacific: 
Los Angeles: 

Zeompanies. -......... ul. GR RTE WS TN N . 80 300 
Portlond, Orege tl... 0... M S71 300 M «71 300 
San Francisco. ..ccneccecmanamacn 1 EE ERNIE A No eats os LL 
Seattle. vo. di... cumgeee bm adin M «75 500 M 3.77 500             
  

1 Tax of 2 percent has been included. 
2 Tax of 1 percent has been included. 
8 Tax of 3 percent has been included. 

City Indexes 

Using the 3-year average, 1923-25, as a base, city indexes were 
computed for the two services 10.6 therms (range), and 30.6 therms 
(range and water heater), for each city at quarterly intervals 
from March 1923 through June 1936. Weighted indexes were 
computed for those cities from which reports are received for more 
than one company, using as weights the number of domestic custom- 
ers served by each company in 1934. These indexes for March 
1926 through June 1936, presented in table 13, are followed by an 
explanation for each city accounting for changes in the indexes 
beginning with March 1923 as indicated in the basic data used in 
computing the prices themselves. In order that these relative 

changes may be more readily interpreted, the bills for the base period 

with the equivalent price per therm and similar bills and prices for 
June 1936 are shown in the table.
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The sharp price decreases for the cities changing from manufac- 
tured to natural gas are reflected in the marked declines in indexes 
for these cities between March 1923 and June 1936. In every 
case, the cost to the consumer was noticeably lower when natural gas 
was introduced with a higher heating value. This decline was 
graduated in some cities by the use of mixed gas prior to the introduc- 
tion of straight natural-gas service. It should be noted that the 
bills in 1923 were considerably higher for some of these cities than 

for cities which continued serving manufactured gas throughout the 
entire period. 

The summarized data which were used in the computations of these 
indexes are presented in table 14 for each of the reporting companies, 
This table shows the dates at which each company made changes 
affecting the retail price of gas, together with the kind and heating 
value of the gas used and the cubic feet equivalent to 10.6 therms 
and 30.6 therms. Types of rate structures and service charges are 
also shown. These elements have all entered into the computation 
of the monthly bills and prices per therm which are the basis of the 
city indexes and combined indexes presented in this pamphlet.? 

Indexes for 50 Cities Combined 

Weighted indexes were computed for 10.6 therms, the range, and 
for 30.6 therms, the range and automatic water heater, for the 50 

cities combined, using for the base period, the 3-year average,1923-25. 
The weighting factors used for this purpose were the number of resi- 
dential customers served by each reporting company as of the nearest 
date to December 31, 1934, for which such information was available. 

These constitute the best weighting data now available. 
The usefulness of the index for the water heater is somewhat limited 

by the lack of adequate data for computing a second index for this 
service weighted by the total number of customers using gas equiva- 
lent to 30.6 therms or more per month, sufficient for the use of major 
appliances in addition to the range. Data from companies reporting 
on the number of their customers using that quantity of heat each 
month, indicate that in the case of manufactured gas, a relatively small 
number of customers use as much as 30.6 therms per month. In 

cities where straight natural gas is served at prices well below those 
for manufactured gas, the situation is reversed. These facts are set 
forth in the discussion of the computation of the prices. 

The chart facing page 1 of this pamphlet provides a graphic picture 
of the price changes of gas for domestic use over a period of more than 
13 years, a period which includes marked changes in the industry. 
The two indexes are shown in table 4. 

2 An explanation of technical terms and a description of types of domestic rate schedules which will serve 
as a guide to the interpretation of statistical data will be found on page 18.
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TABLE 4.—Indexes of relail prices of gas for 60 cities combined, March 1923— 
June 1936, for 10.6 therms, range, and 30.6 therms, waler heater and range 

[1923-25 = 100] 
  

  

  

  

10.6 therms 30.6 therms 10/6 thers 30.6 therms 

Year and month Year and month 
Range and Range and 

Range | oter heater Range | ooter heater 

1923 1930 
March: esos de 100. 6 100:6" Muareh..- Go... 99. 2 94.4 
SURO S ts ors ooh & re =m roel 100. 4 100. 5.4: June-L Ll co boston. ne 99.3 94.3 
September-_> 200 99.5 99.64 September... _____..._ 99.3 94.2 
DerembRT eto sv ys fctinm 99.5 99.5 || December. _._...__ ELiiis 99.3 94.0 

192} 1931 
March... aaa: 99. 4 90,4 March oo oo oh. eee 98.9 93.7 
Jwmei..l 15. o30i10 004 100.0 99.0 dr thane LOT IL nln D9 08.8 93.6 
Seplember. .. .._ ._..... 99.9 99.9 | September... ...c.nnpe- 98.8 91.9 
December. ____.__.._._____ 100.0 100. 011) December. C.L. LLL. 110 LL] 98.3 91.1 

1925 
Mateh coisa nme 100.0 300.0. 1, March... ob ote. Lo. us 98.1 91.0 
June ios. rors. ells 100. 3 100.3 |} Jape iQ. LO. O01 97.9 90.9 
Sepltember...._.....-._.. 100. 3 100.4 || September 97.6 90. 2 
December...) CLI cxf.) 100. 2 100: 2 || December to li. 00200. 97.4 89.7 

1926 1933 
March... oo... oii. 100. 1 100.2.) Margh:. oe araeaue- 97.2 89. 2 
June. i i iiiiiog-gdad- 99.8 99.7 (hp June..2JJ1a00l0.0 2a 97.1 89.1 
Seplfember.... ou. la _.. 99.8 09.6.1 September... i... oui 97.2 88.4 
December... .c. iii. 99.9 99.6 {| December... LL 0 21 IL 97.2 88.4 

1927 1934 
Mareh......o: coc.oauoott 99. 9 99:5 1 March... Looe Lil 97.2 88.2 
June... oi. i ea 99.9 09.5 June oi. 97.3 88.3 
Septomber=.. _.......... 100.0 99.2 || September _......._....._. 97.2 88.3 
Pecember..ooobeu. aaa 100.1 993 "December... - ee. 97. 88.5 

1928 1935 
Murch en 2. Sos 100. 1 0. FU Marely. oo cS 97.3 88.4 
JUBO. ols er ph rai 99.5 08.7 1{ JUNG. zroe ie i faT mm Cine 97.6 88.6 
Sepiomber.- 3. .00C 98.8 97.2 "September. oC... 97.3 88.3 
December... cracneerae 99.5 97.3 {| December ___.._..___.._.. 97.2 86.8 

1929 1936 Y 
March 99.1 00.8 [Marc oe arenes 97.1 86.6 
JUNC ios 26 Erle b = drs = Sr fa 99.6 96.6 1({ Jule. cc citi mewn a Ha Dn 96.9 86. 4 
Séplember: x 99.6 96.0 
Derormnlr. ro, avo irr 99.7 95. 4               
  

No attempt is made in these indexes to measure price changes ac- 
cording to greater or lesser amounts of gas consumed for the same pur- 
pose, but only to measure price changes for an identical heat require- 
ment for the same service. Therefore, the prices paid in those cities 
served by the greatest number of customers are of relatively greater 
importance in the index. The same weights were used in computing 
the indexes for the range and the range and water heater in order that 
the indexes should measure price changes only. The weights used in 
computing indexes for 50 cities combined are presented in table 5 as 
percentages of the sum of all customers served by the 67 companies 
whose rates were the basis for the computations.
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TABLE 5.— Weighting factors for indexes of retail prices of gas for 60 cities combined 

[Based upon number of residential customers as of December 31, 1934] 
  

  

  

      

  

  
  

  

Taras ; Ratio i : Ratio Region and city weights Region and city weights 

50 cities'combined.....Jc.u cum iBone 100.0 || West North Central: 
. Kansas Olly i ose eee 1.2 

New England: Minneapolis. baloloe mn cetacean 1.5 
BOSON... odie dannii io 4.2 Omega Sr ge por 
Tall BIVer. coat id dias .4 BHLABAIS. oc ee a i.e 2.4 
IVIANOhOSter. oc ur ca Si ae ead .2 SEPIA... anaes .9 
New Havoc... en cies .8 || South Atlantic: 
Portland, Maine... ........0 22 ATER, Both. i in ih pe mm smi i eo 7 
Providence rr umm——— 1.0 Baltimore. —rmeermrereremmresess 2.7 

Middle Atlantic Oharleston...... oie. dev eral nun case wl 
Baflalo.t. ini iba finde 2.4 Jacksonville... due. oablcoobilool 2 
NOWADK a la 1.9 Norfolz cd. on ane cat tl ates .3 
New York... oon... obil ad i. 25.5 Richmond... 3. to .5 

Bronx... jeeeodicni lo. 4.8 Savannah. 0. aiid ol 
Brooklyn. ........l.. 03. 12.2 Washington, D./C ou. cleat 1.7 
Manhattan. eens 6.8 East South Central: 
QUEBAS ain ta 1.3 Birmingham ct. sxexecbulbe es vepuns 5 
Richmond... dee. iat. 4 Touisyille. occ Lo ol ian. 1.0 

Philagelphin.. ...... oo iC 5.9 Memphis: > 2 oa ath TE vii 
Pittshtrgh...J. be 2b oor aL 2.8 Mobile. .;.cood onc ep, «1 
Rochester.........log0 1. do. 3. 1.4 || West South Central: 
Seramion.. cas bof coo .4 11 SE ee BOO X oan .9 

East North Central Houston. cco dues apsmmmin armas wl 
Chicago aT ee 10.5 Little Rock == .onnoemraeii=nan +2 
Cincinnati... oe ici ott am saan dane 1.5 New Orleans... ... .:.0820. Lan. 1.0 
Cleveland. ce rete ~ ima =~ wri et 3.6 || Mountain: 
Columbus.:a. Yeah. oon, es Tue 1.1 Botte. 0t. tS She aa “1 
Pelroft. ceed a anti 5.1 Donver..... dma i td 1.0 
Indianapolis. cou-aauC ooil lulls 1.1 Sst Lake Olly. veces “2 
Milwaukee. cei 2.1 || Pacific: 
Lee IER ONE Sl Sh Re hr .3 JosAngeles. .... comune anima. 4.3 
Springfield, HY rr “2 Portland; Oregon coos ooos 1.0 

San Francie... descmmim deinen 2.4 
Seattle... occa le +5 

Dosen 1923-1936 or Comes 
50 50 

  0- 
923 1924 1925 1926 

U. S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS   
MANUFACTURED 

1927 1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 
  -0 

1935 1936 

- 30 

-/0      
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Subindexes by Kinds of Gas 

The indexes for the 50 cities combined reflect the marked price de- 
creases in cities changing from manufactured to straight natural or 
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mixed gas. The subindexes, which measure price movements for 
identical kinds of gas, only, show less decline.



CHANGES IN RETAIL PRICES OF GAS, 1923-36 11 

Three subindexes have been computed, one for cities serving manu- 
factured gas, one for natural gas and one for mixed gas. This has 
been done because of the inherent differences among companies serving 
these three kinds of gas. It was necessary to use the link relative 
method for this purpose if the indexes were to account for price 
changes for each kind of gas used by the 50 cities included in the com- 
bined index. When a different kind of gas was introduced into a city, 
the city was transferred from one subindex to another. 

Manufactured Gas 

Of the 40 cities selling manufactured gas in March 1923, 15 were 
using either straight natural gas or mixed manufactured and natural 
gas in June 1936. Of the 25 cities still serving manufactured gas in 
1936, 18 are located in the East and South, chiefly along the Atlantic 
seaboard; 5 are in the Central area, and 1 of these, Detroit, is now 
introducing natural gas; 2 are in the Pacific northwest. All are at 
considerable distances from the natural-gas fields. The indexes for 
manufactured gas are presented in table 6. 

TABLE 6.—Indexes of retail prices of manufactured gas March 1923, 40 cities; 
June 1936, 26 cities 

[1923-25=100] 
  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

30.6 therms 30.6 therms 
10.6 therms 10.6 therms 

Year and month Range and Year and month Range and 
Range water Range water 

heater heater 

1923 1930 
March 100.9 101.0 || March Gore 100.1 97.0 
June. .... ee oie tuna. 100. 5 100.8 || June 100. 4 97.0 
September... ...uisecsas 99.6 00.7:|{ Sepltember......ccuimuenuin 100.3 96.8 
December-.....cagaansnnmss 99.5 90.6 | December........xcnammnea~ 100.3 96.7 

1924 1931 
March 99. 4 00.5 || Mareh. ioc... miudaidens 99.9 96.3 
June 100. 2 100.1 || June Les 99.9 96.3 
September....c....cmneeud 100.1 100. 0:({ September.......ccueen-u- 100.1 94.5 
Pecomber.......c.o ncaa 100.1 160:0" | Doecember..........onnuevim- 100.0 94.2 

1925 1983 
March 100. 1 100.010 March....o... ci nwoaa.t 99.9 04.2 
JON6. iii iii tga. 100.0 99.9. {¥ JIM. oo iam ne eas 99.7 04.1 
September.......ccexmenew 100.0 00.9 | September.......-ccc---:. 99.7 03.5 
Decomber.c......cc.ooee- 99.7 090.6! December... ...can.na-aa 99.3 92.8 

1926 1938 
March... 99.5 99.5 || March “ais a 99.1 92.0 
JUG Loui. 99.7 99:6 Hl June........ui ta daesanaa 99.0 91.9 
Seplembor...cav meee vinan 99. 6 99.4 || September... _.._.___. 99.2 92.9 
December...o on Savio. 99. 6 90.4 1 Decomber. ....cinnasassess 99.2 an 

1927 984 
March x 99. 5 8000 March. oc iden iesa dunn 99.2 91.9 
June. .coceiaon 99.6 99.2 {| June 99. 2 91.9 
September 99.6 98.9 || September. 99.1 91.8 
December... 99.6 90.011 DeeoMber. can sannsmas 100.1 92.7 

1935 
Marel...........c.ooieses 99.6 O80 I] Marel......con.soscnnnmnnns 100.0 92.6 
en SR RA 99. 2 98.4 1 June. ....5. Serre nsbenim 100. 5 93.1 
Sepitember.ii. .ccireunans 99.1 03.3 1 September... ..5:.... 100.0 092.8 
Deecember........connsis- 99.1 98.3 {| Deceraber... . .connaiaan- 100.0 90.4 

1929 1936 
March - 08.9 99:0 Mareh.........ce- 100.0 90.3 
Jane. rs dae 99.5 07.9 || JURE... narra ea 99.9 90. 2 
SoplOMDOr.can nen m mma 99.9 97.6 
December. -...~----rrnam 100.1 97.0               

126580°—37——3
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The cities included in the indexes for manufactured gas for all 
periods from March 1923 through June 1936 and those transferred to 
indexes for natural or mixed manufactured and natural gas are shown 
below. 

A.—Cities serving manufactured gas throughout entire period, 
March 1923—June 1936, inclusive. 

New England: West North Central: 
Boston Omaha, 
Fall River St. Paul 

Nunghage South Atlantic: 
Portland Baltimore 

Providence Charleston 
Jacksonville 

Middle Atlantic: Norfolk 
Newark Richmond 
New York Savannah 

EE East South Central: 
Seranion Birmingham 

E : Pacific: 
ast North Central: 

Detroit Portland, Oreg. 

Indianapolis Seattle 

Milwaukee 

B.— Cities transferred to indexes for natural or mixed gas. 

East North Central: West South Central: 
Chicago. oi... Mixed. _Dec. 1931 Houston... Natural. _June 1926 

Peoria. ccc. Natural. _Mar. 1932 New Orleans__Natural__Sept. 1928 
Springfield, Ill. Natural. _ Mar. 1932 : 

Mountain: 

‘West North Central: Butte... .C.... Natural__Sept. 1931 
Minneapolis... Mixed. _June 1935" Denver... Natural. _Sept. 1928 
St-Louls....... Mixed. Sept. 1932 Salt Lake City Natural__Sept. 1929 

South Atlantic: Pacific: 
Atlanta_._..... Natural. _Mar. 1930 San Francisco. Mixed__Sept. 1929 
Washington____Mixed._Mar. 1931 

East South Central: 
Memphis_____ Natural. _Mar. 1929 
Mobile_______ Natural. _Dec. 1930 

In table 7 is shown the increasing importance of each city to the 
total as some cities discontinued the use of manufactured gas.
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TABLE 7.— Weighting factors for indexes of manufactured gas 

[Percentage distribution by cities for March 1923 and June 1936] 
  

  

  

      

  

March June March June 
City and regional area 1923 1936 City and regional area 1923 1936 

40 cities | 25 cities 40 cities | 25 cities 

Total for cities included in 
indexes. c...nnemmnaaaia as 100.0 100.0 || South Atlantic: 

Atlanta a 0.8 Joo o_o 

New England: Baltimore... .uudacn.a- 3.3 4.6 
Boston: .....se.ciudaats 5.2 7.3 GCharlesion, 8. C...-i... nS! 2 
Fal River..t............. .4 .6 Jacksonville............... .3 3 
Manchester.....c.caven-- “2 .3 Norfolk .4 5 
New Haven........ive... 1.0 1.4 Richmond... ...cedge anus .6 .8 
Portland, Maine... ...... “3 .4 Savanna. i... cornice dues 2 3 
Providence..........ccex-- 1.3 1.8 Washington, D.C... ... yi a 

Middle Atlantic: East South Central: 
Newark. o.oo uns 2.3 3.3 Birmingham. .......con 6 9 
New. York. aime civinimne 3L4 44.3 emphis... ioc... dn 6 [-mumaatiZl 
Philadelphia..........c... 7-2 10. 2 Mobile... 8 .eiiianee g JR TRA Fy tra 
BochesSter. vena innnnn Hird 2.4 || West South Central: 
Seranton. ....- -ckaanicnn «3 .6 ouSiOn....  caianniaicna J AS SR 

East North Central: New Orleans: ......L..... : 5 3) DARL J 
IICZ0.. stm iE mime 13.0. (dL, Mountain: 

Potro... uaue safc 6.3 8.9 Butte. .c.adiiii. nnidanen 48 BRANT 1,2 & 
Indianapolis. .... cocoa... 1.3 1.8 Denver... i... icitomas 1.3 [ouitmiin 
Milwaukee. ...cnoouliemnus 2.6 3.6 Salt Lake.CHily.....icc--- o3 La dua. 
Peoria. ...ccornecrnagemass in eam Pacific: 
Springfield, TH... _..... FLY nA Portland, Oreg....j-..-. 1.2 1.7 

West North Central: San Praneisco............. 3.0 lua dolili 
Minneapolis... ....:..... 1 RE Seattle... int een oy .9 
Omaha ois i -9 1.3 
St. Louis... 8.0 
St. Pa). ae 1.1 1.6             
  

Natural Gas 

Six cities in the North Central and South Central areas and one 
in the Alleghany region were using natural gas in March 1923. In 
March 1926, one of these cities had changed to mixed gas. Between 
June 1926 and March 1932, 12 more of the 50 cities introduced 
straight natural gas. Their customers received the advantage of gas 
with a higher heating value than had previously been served to them. 
In San Francisco, the B.t.u. of the gas served was increased from 610 
to 1,150, while in Denver the change was from 335 to 845. In almost 
every case rate structures were changed with the introduction of 
natural gas. Since March 1932, 18 cities, more than one-third of the 
total reporting to the Bureau, have been using straight natural gas. 

The use of 30.6 therms is more typical for cities serving straight 
natural gas than is the limited use of 10.6 therms as is indicated in the - 
price analysis. Therefore, the indexes for 30.6 therms are more 
representative of price changes for this kind of gas. 

The link relative indexes for this group are presented in table 8. 
Price changes in the cities which account for marked changes in these 
indexes from time to time are shown in table 13, city indexes by cities.
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TABLE 8.—Indexes of retail prices of natural gas, March 1923, 7 cities; June 1936, 
8 cities 

[1923-25=100] 

30.6 therms 30.6 therms 
10.6 therms 10.6 therms 

Year and month Range and Year and month Range and 
Range water Range water 

heater heater 

1923 1930 
March... icemrcsvinss 92.9 85:8 March... 2... .... Clo 119. 2 108.3 
June. a. 99.1 1g CUI Ey vy CORON OC IN eR 119.2 108.3 
September ...ccvuenas-nui 99.3 08.2 |i September... ..........5a 119.2 108. 3 
December. .....onmsmaadta 99.3 98.5 |i December.......connnnauae 119.2 108.3 

1924 1981 
March... 5 et... 99.3 08.5 | MAPON i ii aaec inane 119.2 108. 3 
Juanes. eer dees 98.7 OS. 5 lisumest fares Lo oii. 119.2 108.3 
September... ....cremeesrn- 08.7 102.0: |) September... ..ccncncanee 119.2 108. 3 
December. .....ooeani-ana 98. 102.0 December... caeuaenias 119. 2 108.3 

1925 1932 
MACH... oe wwe angen 98.7 102.0 || March Hs 119.2 108.3 
June. aa 105.3 105: 3 une... sl 119.2 108.3 
SoptOMDOr neon ios 105.3 105.3 || Soptember.......caceueveus 119.2 108.3 
December... .unenneacss 107.1 1038.1 || Decombor. o.cnrmeensaisase 119.2 108.3 

1926 1988 
Mateh........c-oli inven 107.1 108.1 |i: March... ......ocuuazicin. 119.2 108.6 
June... cena anna 107.1 108.1 (5 June... toto. 118.9 108.1 
September......c.ouoezaws 107.1 108.1 |; Septembert...cceenn-iaa- 118.8 107.9 
December... cites sie 107.1 103. 1} December: ...-.caeennc-as 118.8 107.9 

1927 9384 
Mareh: ....aan aaa 109.3 108.0 || March 118.8 107.9 
RTEIT IA Se Fags SF ORS 109.3 108.0 |; June z 118.6 107.9 
September. .....occa nun. 109.3 108. 0 September. . ce eewwesacvoe 118.6 107.9 
Decomber. ...coueunnnicnns- 109. 3 108.0: | December... n-caateeas 115.0 104. 5 

1928 19856 
March avian as 109.3 108.0 || March 114.5 104.1 
June... ied iol. 109.3 103.0: 8 ume. out diate i 114.5 104.1 
Sepiember.....ceeneeunen.- 109.3 108.0 [1 Se DIeMDEr. cea eee ecm 114.6 104.2 
December. .\-wanana-a i 119.4 108.5 || December... ..o sens nessa 114.1 104.0 

1936 
119.3 108.4 || March ne) 114.0 103.2 
119.3 108.4 || June 112.9 101.4 
119.3 108. 4 
119.2 108.3   

  

          
  

The cities included in the indexes for natural gas for all periods 
from March 1923 through June 1936, and a record of cities transferred 
to or from these indexes are shown below. 

A.—Cities serving natural gas throughout entire period March 
1923—dJune 1936, inclusive. 

Middle Atlantic: 

Pittsburgh 

East North Central: 

Cleveland 

Columbus 

B.—Clities transferred from 

gas, and date of transfer. 

East North Central: 

Springfield, TW... oa El 
South Atlantic: 

Atlanta coo a oo ow ene asia UR -~ Manufactured... _ 

West North Central: 

Kansas City 

West South Central: 

Dallas 

Little Rock 

manufactured or mixed gas to natural 

Manufactured_______ Mar. 1932 

Manufactured_______ Mar. 1932 

Mar. 1930
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East South Central: 

MEDALS... cede sree ro Pw mem Manufactured. __.___. Mar. 1929 
Mobile. o_o rf. oo .g cen. Manufactured______._ Dec. 1930 

West South Central: 
Houston. _ 2. do. Sibu Manufactured______._ June 1926 
New Orleans... soe. fb vuoi. oiwabi Manufactured ___.___._ Sept. 1928 

Mountain: 

Butte dott is Bn .iiiagas Manufactured _______ Sept. 1931 
Penver..- hos or cS and Manufactured _______ Sept. 1928 
Salt Lake City. ue 30 .00ol a Manufactured. ___...._ Sept. 1929 

Pacific: 

Yos'Angeles. o.oo so in Lh Mixed. i... Seiad Mar. 1927 
San Francisco. ooo tof. an ie. Mived. .  ... i dies Mar. 1930 

C.—Cities transferred to mixed gas from natural gas, and date of 
transfer. 

East North Central: 

Cincinnati =. =. we i Mixed... c. 2... June 1925 

The decreasing importance of each city in its effect upon the index 
as more cities are included is shown in table 9. 

TABLE 9.— Weighting factors for indexes of natural gas 

[Percentage distribution by cities for March 1923 and at dates when cities are linked into the index] 
  

  

  

  

  

         

Mar. | June | Mar. | Sept. | Mar. | Sept. | Mar. Dec. Sept. | Mar. 
1923 1926 1927 1928 1929 1929 1930 1930 1931 1932 

City 

7 cities|7 cities|8 cities|10 cities|11 cities|12 cities|14 cities|15 cities|16 cities|18 cities 

Total for cities in- 
cluded in indexes....| 100.0 { 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Cleveland....cvccnume-- 31.6 | 34.1 | 24.3 21.4 20.8 20. 6 17.5 17.4 17.2 16.8 
Plttsburgly....—eeeaue- 25.0] 27.0 19.2 16.9 16.5 16.3 13.9 13.8 13.7 18.2 
Cincinmati. ..........¢ EE Se NOLL CE | tote Dee SOS OL RET LER Ls 
Kansas CHy....ouuaas 10.6.4 11.5 8.2 7.2 17.9 6.9 5.9 5.8 5.8 8.7 
Colwmbas. .....c.--ca 9.7) 10.5 5 6.6 6.4 6.3 5.4 5.4 53 5.2 
DAS. iron i anmnints 7 8.3 5.9 5.2 5.1 5.0 4.2 4.2 4.2 4.1 
Little Rock. <....cc-i 2.2 2.3 1.6 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.1 
Houston. - . «cde apes | anmane 6.3 4.5 4.0 3.9 3.8 3.2 3.2 3-2 33 
Los'Angeles. imei i finan 28.8 25.4 24.6 24.4 20.7 20.6 20.4 20.0 
New Orleans o.oo. dundee nde )oormsnn 5.7 5.6 5.5 4.7 4.6 4.6 4.5 
Denver. oo lh head and 6.2 6.0 5.9 5.0 5.0 5.0 4.8 
MODINE. J oc cadae oto] tamer) reson oy Ser Se yam mmm 2.7 2.7 2.3 2.3 2.3 29 
Salt Lake City Fi 1.2 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 
ATION. wn ams dmems 3.2 3.2 3.2 3.1 

i 11.8 11.8 11.7 11.4 

A fe .5 0 
a vinminn)idnaaene 7 0 
SETI BER Se 1.6 

1.0                       
  

Additional indexes have been computed for natural gas based upon 
prices in the six cities which have maintained the use of natural gas 
throughout the entire period from 1923 to date. These indexes, 
which measure price changes for cities where price levels have not 
been affected by the transition from manufactured to natural gas, 
are shown in table 10.
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TABLE 10.—Indexes of retail prices of natural gas, identical cities, March 1923, 
6 cities; June 1936, 6 cities 

  
  

    

    

    

[1923-25=100] 

30.6 therms 30.6 therms 
10.6 therms 10.6 therms 

Year and month Range and Year and month Range and 
Range water Range water 

heater heater 

1923 1930 
HE TTS Fo EN 92.0 84. March... 8 oo. 109.1 108.1 
FG abt SL I RA 99.0 RETR Gl TY RR RE 109.1 108. 1 
September. cooaiuai. a: 99.3 03.0 [[:September.......-.cc.o-... 109.1 108.1 
Deécombertt. uname 99.3 08:4 11 Decombar. aun ae- 109.1 108.1 

1931 
99. A EE UE TN Se 109. 1 108.1 
98.5 093.3. {dunes 109. 1 108.1 
98.5 102. 2 || September.. 109. 1 108.1 
98.5 102.2 || December. 109.1 108.1 

98.5 102.340 March. > Lh as 109.1 108.1 
: 105. 1 05.6 0June. oars 109. 1 108.1 

September... ..c... oo. 105.1 105.6 {| September. ....«..cconuc 109.1 108.1 
December.....ccuoivennn=- 106.9 103.31] Docamber. .......-cunerius 109.1 108. 1 

1926 19383 
March: ..... cio 106.9 108.34 March. ...o..loeauilinere 109.1 109.0 
JUN. rit daiwa 106.9 Js 3 June. a to. of at 109. 1 109.0 
Sepiember........ 0.0 106.9 103.3"; September...c.oc..o.o20: 109.1 109.0 
December... . cave Sin -has 106.9 108. 3 H December... oii dbms 109. 1 109.0 

109. 2 108. 2 109.1 109.0 
109. 2 108. 2 109. 1 109.0 
109. 2 108. 2 109. 1 109.0 
109.2 108. 2 100. 3 99. 8 

109. 2 108. 2 1985 
109. 2 108: 2.1, Marelli... veto nnais 100.3 99.8 

September... ...... 44.2... 109. 2 108. 2H June. wa. 100. 3 99.8 
December... on... 109. 2 108. 2:1" September.oi- =. 2... 100. 5 100. 1 

December... i ....cusaiae 100. 5 100. 1 
1929 

I Ea reli i 109.1 108.1 1936 
JUNO. donna gs iimsin 109.1 103. 15 March. o.com tprcaainsen 100. 3 99.8 
Sepiember...c..ntsuan-- 109.1 105: Lia Tune sd. tities tee 100.3 99.8 
December... .... 109.1 108.1             
  

Mixed Manufactured and Natural Gas 

A third subindex has been computed for companies using mixed 
gas. The opening of large natural gas wells furnishing a supply 
greatly in excess of the needs of local, sparsely settled communities, 
has resulted in the piping of the product to markets many miles 
distant. A number of cities adjacent to these pipe lines are utilizing 
this natural gas with a high B. t. u. content by mixing it with manu- 
factured gas. For most cities, the use of this mixed gas has provided 
an increased heating value per cubic foot. 

In March 1923, 2 of the 50 cities included in these indexes were 
using mixed gas. Another, Louisville, used mixed gas for 4 months 
of the year when the supply of natural gas was insufficient to meet 
the demand. This city is now using mixed gas altogether. Two 
cities used mixed gas during the transition from the use of manu- 
factured to that of straight natural gas. In June 1936, seven cities 
were served with mixed gas. The indexes for mixed gas are shown 
in table 11.
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TaBLE 11.— Indexes of retail prices of mized gas, March 1923, 3 cities; June 1936, 
7 cities 

[1923-25=100] 
  
  

  

   
  

30.6 therms 30.6 therms 
10.6 therms 10.6 therms 

Year and month Range and Year and month Range and 
Range water Range water 

heater heater 

1923 1930 
March... oaede cine 109.0 300:0 |[{March.........chciiiennne 99.3 98.8 
rrr AR SES Sa I ee 99.8 90.8. 1 - JUNO... ..0 ean dma 99.3 98.8 
September. carcass 99.6 99:6. September .c..x cz nua 99.3 08.8 
Docember. oceania aan 99. 4 09.41 “December. . co civcxmmswns 99.3 98.8 

192} 1931 
March... .. 5. 2io0 20 99.7 09.71 March. L002 LVL 99.3 98.8 
JUNG... ida doglns ne 99.1 G0. 1 TL JUNG. eon ed ol ciie 99.3 98.8 
Soptember....ccenciamnnnrs 98.9 98.9 || September... ........ 99.3 98.8 
Decomber..... meena mse 98.9 93:9 December. .... cccennniun 99.3 98.8 

1932 
98.9 92.9 ki Mareh. ii cineca in. 99.0 98.5 
98.9 08. hb June. oo. Lhe biaaual 99.0 98.5 
98.9 98.9 || September................ 98.1 97.5 
98.9 98.9 tH December. ..... claves 98.1 97.5 

101.0 101.0 98.1 97.5 
101.0 101.0 98.1 97.5 
101.0 101.0 97.7 92.2 
101.0 101.0 97.7 92.2 

101.0 101.0 97.9 2.5 
101.0 101.0 98. 2 92.8 

September.......L.i..... 101.0 101.0 {| September... ccueuinas- 98.3 92.9 
Peecember.=. co nanaiiian 101.0 101. 0- j December.a.. «ona ssmn= 98.3 92.9 

1928 1935 
Mareh... lai 20.8 101.0 301.0 fdMarch...... a ec-uiol 92.9 
5713 MR Cope SA 101.0 101.0. duane... 0c cc nl. 98.3 92.5 
September.t.. ns ven eu- 101.0 J0L. 0 |: Seplember. ou. « wgwrm mmm 98. 4 92.6 
December... ita 101.0 101. 0 {| DOComMDOEr.. «ui ww sm mpi n 98.3 92.5 

1929 1936 
March 101.0 101. 0 Jt MAIO. cen cms aw Swans 98.1 92.0 
FL SE RE RA 101.0 101.0 1 I 98.1 92.1 
September... anne 101.0 101.0 
Pecember.. cu. ail. louis 98. 2 98.1             
  

1 From 1923 to December 1933, Louisville was served natural gas during 8 months of the year and mixed 
gas during the remaining 4 months. This city was not included in the index until December 1933. 

A record of the cities included in the indexes for mixed manufactured 

and natural gas follows: 
A.—Cities serving mixed gas throughout entire period, March 

1923—June 1936, inclusive. 

Middle Atlantic: 

Buffalo 

B.—Cities transferred from manufactured or natural gas to mixed 
gas, and date of transfer. 

East North Central: 
Gn I RRR IRE LDS SA Manufactured_______ Dec. 1931 
Clneinnat]. aoe a oC  aiaan Natural... oo... oe June 1936 

West North Central: 
Minneapolis tui. odin otis fabiano s «wn ws Manufactured_____. - June 1935 
RT rT Se. ne Lea Manufactured. ______ Sept. 1932



18 CHANGES IN RETAIL PRICES OF GAS, 1923-36 

South Atlantic: 

WASHING iON... cen we sl a md he ad Manufactured______._ Mar. 1931 
East South Central: 

Louisville ce. (an anne emr a swe e BY: itis hire esis Dec. 1933 
Pacific: 

Ron FP ATICIS00. vv ww ve = on sin ei sa ve i Manufactured ______._ Sept. 1929 

C.—Cities transferred to natural gas from mixed gas, and date 
of transfer. 

Pacific: 

LOS ANSON ceo ee = rie wie a Natural... cc Mar. 1927 
San Francisco. coo aac oligihmaag Nataral ooo. or Mar. 1930 

The relative importance of each of these cities during the years from 
1923 to 1936 is indicated in table 12. 

TABLE 12.— Weighting factors for indexes of mized gas 

[Percentage distribution by cities for March 1923 and at dates when cities are transferred to/or from the 
indexes for mixed gas] 

  

  

Mar. | June | Mar. | Sept. | Mar. | Mar. Dec. Sept. Dec. June 
1923 1925 1927 1929 1930 1931 1931 1932 1933 1935 

City 
  

2 cities|3 cities|2 cities| 3 cities | 2 cities | 3 cities | 4 cities | 5 cities | 6 cities | 7 cities 

  

Total for cities includ- 

  

  
    
  

            
ed in indexes. 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 100. 0 100.0 

Bufinlo...... ce RA 35.9 29.3 61.4 37.7 61. 4 42.6 14.8 12.9 12.2 11.3 
Los Angeles... ccaeeeo-. 17 a UAE. tC Ind hn Ect eh, NIG Sepia 1 Die EA ile 1 Se LTR Tg 
Cinematic 0... oon 18.4 | 38.6 23.7 38.6 26.8 9.3 8.1 Ye 7.1 
SoIY PranciSC0.st. conn ce ndoeajrscsans mia dan 88. Oui ie a Re ae em [ere A LE 
Washington, DeC..... |. ca cenlaguie aye ih. 30.6 10.7 9.3 8.8 8.2 
Chicago i | em ne EE) oh it A {PE rn i {in hm hen et fm wm 65. 2 56. 6 53.8 49.9 
St. Louis a OR IRIEL IR Ra TN Wee id SOE Rl 13.1 12.5 11.6 
Jomisville Lomas ce oe a 5.0 4.6 
MinneapoliS..ooruenn ee jokceraafiacaas A EEIRRA ER Mal BAC OR tT IR ¢: 7.3             
  

1 From 1923 to December 1933 Louisville was served natural gas during 8 months of the year and mixed 
gas during the remaining 4 months. This city was not included in the index until December 1933. 

Explanation of Terms 

British thermal unit.—This is the quantity of heat required to raise 
the temperature of 1 pound of pure water 1° F. 

Heating value—The heating value is expressed in numbers of 
British thermal units (B. t. u.) per cubic foot of gas. The minimum 
heating value per cubic foot is usually prescribed by public service 
commissions or city ordinance. Heating value standards for manu- 
factured gas vary between 400 and 600 B. t. u. per cubic foot. For 
natural gas service, the minimum heating value is prescribed in only 
a few instances. The heating value of natural gas, in general, is 
between 900 and 1,200 B. t. u. per cubic foot and usually approxi- 
mates 1,000. 

3 From 1923 to December 1933, Louisville was served natural gas during 8 months of the year and mixed 

gas during the remaining 4 months. This city was not included in the index until December 1933.
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Therm.—A therm is a unit of heating value equivalent to 100,000 
B.t.u. The number of cubic feet of gas in a given number of therms is 
determined by multiplying the given number of therms by 100,000 
and dividing this product by the heating value of the gasin B. t. u. per 
cubic foot. For example: 10 therms is equivalent to 2,000 cubic feet 
of gas having a heating value of 500 B. t. u. per cubic foot, and of 1,000 
cubic feet of gas having a heating value of 1,000 B. t. u. per cubic foot. 

Straight line schedule.—Under this type of rate schedule, the price of 
gas per thousand cubic feet or per therm is constant regardless of the 
amount of consumption. 

Block schedule—Under this rate schedule, a constant price per 
thousand cubic feet or per therm is charged for all gas consumed in the 
first “block” of a designated number of units and a lower price per 
thousand cubic feet or per therm is charged for all gas consumed in 
succeeding blocks of fixed number of units. 

In some cities domestic and commercial customers are billed under 
the same rate schedule, which comprises a succession of comparatively 
large blocks of consumption for which graduated lower prices are 
charged. Since, in many instances, these blocks are too large to affect 
the price of gas used for domestic purposes, the term ‘block meter 
schedule” as used in this report has been arbitrarily limited to rates 
having less than 10,000 cubic feet in the first block. Rates having 
10,000 cubic feet or more in the first block have been designated as 
“straight line schedules.” 

Wright demand schedule.—This type of block schedule takes into 
account either the customers load factor or the size or number of rooms 
in the home. The number of cubic feet or therms in each block is 
regulated by these conditions and therefore varies accordingly from 
customer to customer. 

Service charge.—Many rate schedules include a fixed monthly charge 
which is either a designated amount to be added to the charge for the 
gas consumed or which includes the consumption of a limited number 
of cubic feet. These are called service charges. For the purpose of 
this study, a fixed charge covering the use of 1,000 cubic feet or less 
of gas has been designated as a service charge. These service charges 
are, as a rule, equivalent to minimum bills. 

Rate change—The use of this term for explaining changes in city 
indexes is restricted to indicate an increase or a decrease in the price 
per unit of 1,000 cubic feet or per therm. 

Change in block.—This term indicates an increase or a decrease in 
the number of cubic feet or therms included in one or more of the 
blocks of a block meter schedule. 

The city indexes presented in table 13 and the basic data used in 
the computation of these indexes as shown in table 14 are discussed 
on pages 2 and 6. 

126580°—87——4
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TaBLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936, 
tnclusive 

[1923-25=100] 
[M = Manufactured] 

New England 

Boston (2 companies) Fall River Manchester 

10.6 30.6 10.6 30.6 10.6 30.6 
Year and month therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms 

Kind Kind Kind 
of Range of Range of Range 
gas an gas an gas and 

Range water Range water Range water 
heater heater heater 

Net bill, average 1923-25_ oo cocceceoc|ocana- $2.41 | $6.95 |... $2.31 | $6.67 |... $2.76 | $7.48 

Price per therm, average 1923-25_____.__| -.._. 22.7¢ |:22.7¢ {Loo 21.8¢ | 21.88 |._____ 26.0¢ | 24.4¢ 

1926-Marehc. UFC lal M 98.2 | 98.2 M |100.0|100.0| M 97.7 97.6 
rE a EI TERT M 98.2 | 98.2| M | 100.0 100.0 | M 97.7 97.6 

September. socio sea SECS M 098.2 | 98.2| M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 97.7 97.6 
DeLATONEE. cnn odes dunn M 98.2 98.21 M [100.0] 100.0 | M 97:7 97.6 

1097—=Marehi. iii fill Cain M 98.2 | 98.2 M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 97.7 97.6 
| nna a Rn ER EER M 98.2 | 98.2 M |100.0| 100.0 | M 97.7 97.6 
September. iii) ti... i nl M 98.2 98.2| M | 100.0 (100.0 | M 97.7 97.6 
December. i eee rannnians M 98.2] 98.21 M |100.0(100.0| M 97.7 97.6 

1028—Mareh.L.....ol0lL Lin llililld M 98.2 | 98.2( M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 103.2 95.4 
one.....:.- M 98. 2 98.2] M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 103. 2 95. 4 
September. M 98.2 | 98.2 M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 103.2 95. 4 
December. __ M 98.2 | 98.2 M 1100.0] 100.0 | M | 103.2 95. 4 

3020 Maren iio... og full. 2h M 98.2 | 98.2| M | 100.0 100.0 | M | 103.2 95.4 
JNO ca tt dune M 98.2] 98.2| M | 100.0] 100.0 | M | 103.2 95.4 
September.) i... .. 0. LoL lll M 98.2 98.2 M | 109.4 | 89.1 M | 103.2 95. 4 
December. a. ice dient M |101.9| 90.2 | M [109.4 8.1| M | 103.2 95.4 

1030—Marel i A atlas IE M |101.9| 90.2 | M |109.4| 89.1] M | 103.2 95.4 
Te aa ips M [101.9] 90.2] M [109.4] 80.1] M | 103.2 95. 4 
September...) Soi lil Ld M | 101.9] 90.2 | M |109.4| 89.1| M | 103.2 95.4 
December. re hiee. M |101.9; 9.2] M |109.4] 80.1] M. | 103.2 95.4 

X03 March. =... idan M 101.9( 90.2 M {109.4 | 89.1 M | 103.2 95. 4 
Juneis Uo ae apa M  101,91.90.2! M. 1100.47 80.7 | M [103.2 95.4 
September.) lili Ul Jo Jl00Mi. M |101.9| 90.2 | M |109.4| 89.1; M | 103.2 86.8 
DCO DET Ls ic ots a mdm ein M 1101,90 90.2: M [100.4801 | M: | 163.2 86.8 

1932: March. J ate LULU UL tO aim dd M [101.9 90.2 | M [109.4 89.1 | M | 103.2 86.8 
To ba a WE WT EB ENIAC pl M [101.9] 90.2 | M [109.4 89.1] M | 103.2 86.8 

September. i... lll ULL M |101.9| 8.7| M [109.4 8.1| M | 103.2 86.8 
i a RT RA At Si M 101.9) 83.70 M.I100.4 29.10 M,{ 103.2 86.8 

1933-=March.L Lill glad Ll M |101.9| 8.7 M |109.4| 89.1| M | 103.2 86.8 
June: ere iio M (101.91 83.7: M {100.4 80.01 M: 103.2 86.8 
September. oo 2... Sc... M |101.9! 83.71 M (109.4:'80.1:} M i{ 103.2 86.8 
December. . oe i a iadgane M 101,91 83.7, M 1109.4 20.71 M. 163.2 86.8 

1934-—March.. i -lilll i lll M [101.9] 81.8 M [109.4] 89.1 | M | 103.2 75.9 
June. peed ard Pagni M 101.97.8.8{ M 110947 .8.11"M .| 103.2 75.9 
September..l). ili. iil. J00 M |101.9| 81.8 M |109.4| 89.1| M | 103.2 75.9 
DeceIDRY-. . .. - copie Famer =n swans M1019] 8.3 M {109.41 80.11 M | 103.2 75.9 

1935-+~Mareh.i.....u bab UL Ld LL M |101.9| 81.8| M |109.4| 8.1| M | 103.2 75.9 
B L311) OT So RA I M |101.9| 81.8| M [109.4 8.1| M | 103.2 75.9 
September... o.. 8 lon M 101.9 | 81.8| M [109.4] 89.1 | M | 103.2 75.9 
PDecembEr. + fa ndaarers cea nne M 101.9 .81.8 | M 109.4: .89.1,; M | 103.2 75.9 

1938=Mareh. ci. ..L....n i Ll. M 101.9 | 81.8 | M | 109.4 80.1 M | 103.2 75.9 
£50r: I AE ATARI CR M 101.9 81.8 M 109. 4 89.1 M 103. 2 75.9 

Not Hill, June 1938 c. vce ticinneiiines]nsssiy $2.45 | $5.69 |... $2.53 | $5.04 |...... $2.85 | $5.67 

Average price per therm June 1936______|______ 23.1¢.1:18.68 |...... 23.9¢ 119.4¢ |...... 26.8¢ | 18.5¢                   
  

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES 

(For description of rate schedules and explanation of technical terms, see page 18.) 

Boston (2 companies).—1923-25: Straight line schedule. Rate decreases (i. e., a decrease in the price 
pr unit of 1,000 cubic feet) lowered the relatives from 102.9 to 98.8 for March 1924; and to 98.2 for June 1925. 
ecember 1929: Introduction of service charge and change in rate. September 1932 and March 1934: Intro- 

duction by the two companies at different dates of a separate block meter schedule available to customers 
using major appliances in addition to a range. 

Fall River.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. September 1923: Introduction of service charge and change 
in block and rate. 

Manchester.—1923-25: Block meter schedule with service charge. A rate decrease lowered the relatives 
for March 1924 from 104.5 to 97.7 for range, and from 104.8 to 97.6 for range and water heater. March 1928: 
Lower B. t. u. and changes in block, rate, and service charge. September 1931: Introduction of a separate 
block-meter schedule available to customers using major appliances in addition to a range. March 1934: 
Change in block and rate.
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TABLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936, 
inclusive—Continued 

[1923-25=100] 

[M=Manufactured] 
  

  

  

  

  

  

    

    

   

    
  

  

New England 

New Haven Portland, Maine Providence 

Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms 

Kind Kind Kind 
of Range of Rang of Range 
gas an gas an gas and 

Range water Range water Range water 

heater heater heater 

Net bill, average 1923-25......cveuveneee cu |wnanne $2.47 | $6.39 |... $3:13.]. $8.85. 1 ue $2.66 | $6.73 

Price per therm, average 1923-25. ______|______ 23.34: 20.94....... 20.54] 28.94|...... 25.1¢| 22.0¢ 

1926—March_. M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.8 | 96.7 M 97.1 96.7 
JUNE ncn agung into. ih sindinn M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.8 | 96.7 | M 97.1 96.7 
September M 97.4 97.0 | M 96.8 96.7 M 96. 8 90.7 
DCCOMDEr iva vs 3b motives das M 97.4 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 M 96.8 90.7 

1027 MIATCH ov vei os ci sis i om mr M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96.8 90.7 
JIE eo wee ime 3. mi nite ito 6 Bi M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96. 8 90.7 
Soplember.. occu eae cun-da Bs M 97.4 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96.8 90.7 
December -3. cose mene m2 M 97.4 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 M 96.8 90.7 

LR ER nie SN a M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96.8 90.7 
11 Re RE Rr AT SE Wp a M 97.4] 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 M 96.8 90.7 
SOD CIO cw ei mo mr tw i me M 97.4 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96.8 90.7 
DD OC OTN we cg se os smi me 8 2 M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 M 96. 8 90.7 

3020 dM ntCh di ea M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 ( M 96. 8 90.7 
LUTE DE CT EE Ben let) M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 M 96.8 90.7 
SOP OINDCT vv defn ons =e ey mp wie hos eB M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 096.6 | 88.0 | M 96. 8 90.7 
DOCOMO = dao ows srg wi ote wt M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96.8 90.7 

1030 MIETCH..... sy mm fom we weit ph sie M 97.4] 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96.8 90.7 
Ue me Bi TT Tit aR Ge M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96.8 90.7 
LDL A ean: hu GN weg M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 ( M 96.8 90.7 
AI TT oR SA 1 Mc lr AR rr M 97.4] 97.0 | M 96.6 | 83.0 | M 96.8 90.7 

JOS MOTOR. cai is de wmhi ve ese oie p M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96.8 90.7 
TEARS aa tN MinandRE. Ti 7d M 97.4] 97.0 | M 96.6 (| 88.0 | M 96.8 90.7 
SeplemDeL cod ith il naee tana M 97.4 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 M 96.8 90.7 
December. c.o.0 0 LL. M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96.8 90.7 

1932—March M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 M 96.8 90.7 
J M 97.4 97.0 | M 096.6 | 88.0 | M 96.8 90.7 
September M 97.41 97.04: M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96. 8 90.7 
December M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96.8 90.7 

1933—March M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96. 8 90.7 
CT Rea EM A an a M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96.8 90.7 
Septembers..ca. =. lio M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96. 8 90.7 
December kb lh. M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 ( M 96.8 90.7 

1034—-Mareh. lo ides ie M 07.40 97.9 M 96.6 | 83.0 | M 96. 8 90.7 
gael ol ro a dt enh i M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 M 96.8 90.7 

Septernber...- Bot. .Loo ot 0 M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96. 8 90.7 
December. (i020 vl Sais M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6 | 88.0 | M 96.8 90.7 

1935-March. i. Si. aan M 97.4| 97.0 | M 96.6 | 73.6 | M 96.8 90.7 
fineil ___o.__Cam ood on M 97.41 97.0 | M 96.6 | 73.6 | M 96.8 90.7 

September... soll... Lo M 97.4] 97.0 | M 96.6 | 73.6 | M 96.8 90.7 
December. 1. 3 obo io 4 M 97.4] 97.0 | M 96.6 | 73.6 | M 96. 8 90.7 

1986—Mareh. do iii. i ania M 97.4] 97.0 | M 96.6 | 73.6 | M 96.8 90.7 
JUNE eR M 97.4 | 97.0 | M 96.6| 73.6 | M 96.8 90.7 

Net bill, Jane 1080 1... oie eana nia) $2.41 796.20... $3.03 1.86.51 |...... $2.57 | $6.10 

Average price per therm, June 1936_____|____.. 22.781: 20. 3f uci 28.560 21.38 enw 24.3¢| 19.9¢                     

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIONS 

New Haven.—1923-25: Straight line schedule with service charge. A rate decrease lowered the relatives 
for March 1925 from 101.3 to 97.4 for range and from 101.5 to 97.0 for range and water heater. 

Portland, Maine.—1$23-25: Block meter schedule. March 1926: Rate decrease (i. e., a decrease in the 
price per unit of 1,000 cubic feet). December 1926: Introduction of straight line schedule with service charge. 
March 1935: Introduction of a separate block meter schedule available to customers using major appliances 
in addition to a range. 

Providence.—1923-25: Block meter schedule with service charge. Due to rate decreases in June 1923 and 
March 1925 (i. e., a decrease in the price per unit of 1,000 cubic feet), the relatives for these dates showed the 
following downward trends from March 1923: Range, 104.9, 101.0, and 97.1; range and water heater, 105.8, 
101,1, and 96.7, September 1926; Change in block and rate,
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TaBLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936, 
inclusive—Continued 

[1923-25=100] 

[M =Manufactured, X=Mixed manufactured and natural] 

Middle Atlantic 

New York Buffalo Newark (12 companies) 

Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms 

Kind Kind Kin 
of Ras of Range of Range 
gas an gas an gas and 

Range| ater Rangel water Rangel ater 
heater heater heater 

Not hill, average 1923-25... ceoasonc uns famnnes $0.72 | $2.06 |... $2.47 | $7.12 |.____. $2.32 | $6.71 

Price per therm, average 1923-25________|.____. OS1¢>0 OT x. 23.3¢ | 23.36 |...... 21.9¢ | 21.9¢ 

LE, EU oe ME SN RE : 107.1 | M 98.3 | 98.3 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 
June... 3 107.1 | M 98.3 98.3 | M 100.0 100.0 
EL an bi peg A NA PL 107.3 1. M 98.3 98.3| M | 100.0 | 100.0 
Gear. i ruil nian 4 107.1 | M 98.3 | 98.3] M | 100.0 | 100.0 

1007—=Miarehn.. ee cel ot ede. 5 107.1 | M 08.3 | 98.3| M | 100.0 { 100.0 
Janel am : 107.1 | M 98.3 | 98.3| M [100.1 | 100.0 
September s. ohana na es aia 3 107.1 | M 08.3 | 98.3 | M | 100.8 99.8 
December. s.r theta ic dmanne 107.141 “M 98.3 | 98.3| M | 100.8 99.8 

Y928-—- Moreh cue iach am manne mes =a me i 107.1 | M 98.3 | 98.3 M | 100.8 99.8 
5 Eh Ta nd nl CI SR FE 107.1 | M 08.3 | 98.3 | M | 100.8 99.8 
September. au er Lats A 107.11 M 98.3 98.3 | M | 100.8 99.8 
DACOTIDOY. 1. cummannnns wmp mnt nme . 107.1 | M 98.3 | 98.3| M | 100.8 99.8 

1020 Mafch ss i. dames ini ages i nn 107.1 | M 98.3 | 98.3| M | 100.6 99. 6 
June. a. ha 107.1 | M 98.3 | 98.3| M | 100.6 99. 6 
September... 22. ol. 4 107.1 ( M | 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.6 99.6 
December. - , 107.1 | M 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.5 99.5 

1930—March_.____ 4 107.1 M 109.0 | 88.6 | M 100. 5 99.5 
LH Pah ad ’ 107.1 | M 109.0 | 88.6 | M 100. 5 99.5 
LTA TTl Bde OA A NC ENG, 5 107.1 | M | 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.5 99.5 
1B real yh oti le eS Si A 1071 | M [109.0 88.6 M | 100.5 99.5 

1031--Marchol. ... . ersasemse nm dno 5 107.1 | M 109.0 | 88.6 | M-. | 100.5 99.5 
15) be hohe A Ron Tat lh Co Tie Mg A 107.1] M |109.0| 88.6 M | 100.5 99. 5 
RD OD OTAIBL i ohio mr wm mw wi A 107.1 M |109.0| 88.6 | M | 101.1 95. 4 
DOCOMDOr. fdas sma ms mags . 107.1] M |109.0| 88.6 M | 101.1 95. 4 

LY 0 ent Si IE NA Sal h 107.1 M | 109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.7 95. 4 
tn a ete I Pie ol) 107.1 | M [109.0 88.6 | M | 100.7 95.4 
SeDtOMDED.e to. pnb me mem awe f 107.1 M [109.0 | 88.6 | M | 100.7 95.4 
DCO ces ck eis wh we dm mcr sve . 107.1 | M | 109.0} 88.6 | M | 100.7 95.4 

1938— Moreh. .i.c oe tanal canner saa 107.1 | M 109.0 | 88.6 | M 100.3 94.0 
JURB Cm an nae h wh ie wR i 107.1 | M 109.0 | 88.6 | M 100. 3 94.0 
ET ar or EARN Coa : 107.1 | M 109.0 [| 88.6 | M 100. 3 94.0 
DICCOMDOT x « mts ww oo He a Ps . 107.1 | M 109.0 | 88.6 M 100. 3 94.0 

1934—MAICN. cc oamsc npn bhmpass san maa 5 107.1 M 109.0 88.6 | M 100. 3 94.0 
1 511 LL pein ERS ie ei : 107.1 | M 109.0 | 88.6 | M 100. 3 94.0 
SODIOMDIEE o.oo oc spi in wl pete ; 107.11 M [100.0 88.6; M 100.3 94.0 
DECOMDe .... . Lawpas hte bmn En . 107.3: M 109.0 | 88.6 | M 102. 4 95.9 

125 ERY, 7 oho a NT en A Se a ll . 107.1 M 109.0 88.6 | M 102. 4 95.9 

June... .._.... 107.1 M 109.0 88.6 | M 102. 4 95.9 
September. 107.7 M 109.0 | 88.6 M 101.2 94.7 
December. - 5 07:1) M | 100.0] 8.1 M-{101.2 90.6 

bE TEENY 0 ARI Le Se er a NM # 107.4 M 109.0 | 8.1 M 101.2 90. 6 
F711. PAE Rn tS 107.1 | M 109.0 | 8.1 | M 101. 2 90. 6 

Net bill, Taner 1038... ... cc euisina dus srnsloonsss $0.77 82.91. $2.60 | $6.06 |...... $2.35 | $6.07 

Average price per therm, June 1936______|______ V2 | 9.2% 25.48 19.881. ox 22.1¢ | 19.9¢               
  

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES 

Buffalo.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. Due to an adjustment in price per cubic foot for cost of manu- 
facture the relatives ranged from 102.3 in Mar. 1923 to 99.6 in June 1924. In September 1924 when the adjust- 
ment was discontinued the relatives stood at 98.9 March 1926: Rate increase (i. e., an increase in the price 
per unit of 1,000 cubic feet). 

Newark.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. A rate decrease lowered the relatives for June 1924 from 102.4 to 
98.3. September 1929: Introduction of block meter schedule with service charge. December 1935: Change 
in block and rate. ; 

New York (12 companies).—1923-March 1927: Straight line schedules. June 1927-September 1935- 
Changes in relatives (with the exception of December 1934) were due to the introduction of block meter 
schedules with service charge, or the introduction of new straight line schedules with service charges. De- 
cember 1934: A sales tax of 2 percent became effective. December 1935: Block meter schedules advanta- 
geous to those customers using major appliances were made available to about 40 percent of the customers.
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TABLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936, 
inclusive—Continued 

[1923-25=100] 

[M =Manufactured, N=Natural] 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

     
  
  

  

  

  

  
                    

Middle Atlantic 

NE Pittsburgh 
Philadelphia (3 companies) Rochester 

Year and month 
10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 

therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms 
Kind Kind Kind 

of Range of Range of Raise 
gas an gas an gas an 

Range water Range water Range water 
heater heater heater 

Net bill, average 1923-25. «eee ama]. $2.00 { $5.77 }...... $1.00: $1.51 To..ee $1.99 | $5.75 

Price per therm, average 1923-25. _....._|.____. 13:98 118,08 1... 0.4¢ | 49 |...... 18.7¢ | 18.7¢ 

1026—=March...... cov daecui nina nid M 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 
rn SER ON LN RAE M 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 

SOD lRINDOr cee iim mrinm md mine M [100.0] 160.0 | N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 
December. ite lle iininies inna M 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 M 99. 2 99. 2 

1927—March....meac onde iit Soc amnnr aan M 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 
June....... REE M 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 
SODIOMIBEY cic oni ein mip mm ms mm ed M 100.0 | 10.00 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 
December..:.cic litt Buia. M | 100.0 100.0 | N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 

1028—Mareh....ona. doce c ar cht hamden M | 100.0] 100.0 | N | 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 
June... ae M 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 
September eee) "MET 100.0 5100.0 | Ni] 100.0.) 108.60 M 99. 2 99. 2 
Pecember.ic co itia dian niuie M 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 

020=MAreh.. .. oii hin cini amie 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99.2 
FUMIO. coi ier mm om no 11h i M 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 M 99. 2 99. 2 
September FRETS pou ER | 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 { 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 
DecomDbEr.. & onus smn ns dla dui M 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 

3930 —Mareh...... cucecicaatsubisnidindas es M 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 
3111 BRN. A 0 Re SERIA An M 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 

September. M 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 
December M 100.0 | 100.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 

1931—March____. 95.0] 95.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99, 2 
ane... 95.0 | 95.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 

Septembe M 95.0 95. 0 N 100.0 | 108.6 M 99. 2 99. 2 
December. _ M 95.0 | 95.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 

1032-Mareh. ......--..o..... = M 95.0 | 95.0 N 100.0 { 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 
Fen ER ue Sd M 95.0 | 95.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 
Seplember......vnnea name aad M 95.0 | 95.0 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 
PeeeMDOr.. veneer mn M 090.0 1:86.71: N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 

1933—Mareh.....c.aatacin di M 90.0 | 86.7 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 99. 2 
JUNG... eam Sites bh cua M 90.01": 86.7 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 96.7 
September. .caunicnoean iden al M 90.0 | 8.7 | N |100.0 | 1086 | M 99. 2 96.7 
December. -..c.ciiein Medina ll M 00.0 | 86.7 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 96.7 

1934—Mareh: ... i... iii enh adit M 90.0 | 86.7 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 96.7 
JUNE oie v nmin wm BE wort M 90.0 { 86.7 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 96.7 
September... M 90.0 | 8.7 | N [100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 96.7 
DeCOMIDOr. ce wad ci di ire M 90.0 86.7 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 96.7 

1935—March io M 90.0 | 86.7 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 96.7 
Jane. i iin M 90.0 | 86.7 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 96.7 
BOD OIIDEL a der mnd sn nwa dh dn na M 90.0 | 86.7 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 96.7 
December elon. ta. ioe 3 M 90.0 | 86.7 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 96.7 

1936—MAreh. cui ce igen edi eam Cas M 90.0 | 86.7 N 100.0 | 108.6 | M 99. 2 96.7 
TNs iid icin valid is wi ai wie am M 90.0 86.7 N 100.0 | 108.6 M 99. 2 96.7 

Not bill, Jane 1936. cc. cueicirminsand sitar a $1.80:: 85.01 [...:: $1.00 $1.64 |... oo $1.97 $5. 56 

Average price per therm, June 1936______|______ 17.08 |.16.4¢ {.....: Q.4¢1 5.84 jemaut 18.6¢ | 18.2¢ 

  

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES 

Philadelphia.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. March 1931: Rate decrease (i. e., a decrease in the price 
per unit of 1,000 cubic feet). December 1932: Introduction of block meter schedule. 

Pittsburgh (3 companies).—1923-June 1936: Straight line schedules. Relatives for range for the entire 
period are based on minimum charge. Due to rate increases (i. e., an increase in the price per unit of 1,000 
cubic feet), the relatives for range and water heater showed the following: March 1923, 90.5; December 
1923, 92.3; and September 1924, 108.6. : 

Rochester.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. A rate decrease lowered the relatives from 104.1 to 99.2 for 
Seentber 1923. June 1933: Introduction of block meter schedule affecting the relative for range and 
water heater.
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TABLE 13.— Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936, 
inclusive—Continued 

1923-25=100] 

[M=Manufactured, X=mixed manufactured and natural] 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  
  

  
                  

Middle Atlantic East North Central 

Scranton Chicago Cincinnati 

Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms 

Kind Kind Kind 
of Bangs of Bangs of Range 
gas an gas an as and 

Range water Range water 5 Range water 
heater heater heater 

Net bill, average 1923-25... cee |e $3.01] 37.98 0... $2.13 | $5.75 |._____ $0.79 | $1.70 

Price per therm, average 1923-25________|____.__ 28.3¢ | 26:1¢-{ 20:%¢ | 18.8¢ |. 7.4¢ 5.5¢ 

1926—March M 99.8 | 99.8 M 9.4] 99.2 X | 114.3] 154.0 
Junes.. 3.x M 99.8 99.8 M 99.4 99. 2 X 114.3 154.0 

September M [10.5] 87.3 | M 99.41 99.2} X 114.3 | 154.0 
December... ies finan M |10L.5| 87.3 | M 99.4] 99.2] X 114.3 154.0 

1927—Mareh.... ci SH Cl ident M |10L.5| 87.3 M 99.47 99.2 (+X “114.35 154.0 
OY ERO Ra RS M [101.5] 87.3 | M 9.4] 99.2) X | 1W.3 154.0 

Septembre: . cushion tna M |10l.5| 87.3 M 9.4] 99.2] X | 114.3] 154.0 
DocomDberIr. . ci wv ihniinniiad mts M [101.5] 87.3 | M 99.4 | 99.2 | X 114.3 | 154.0 

1028 IAL CN wf Lie tii wii ln BM mm M |101.5( 87.3 | M 00.41 99:2 Xi1114.34 154.0 
June... Toit. ipo Avot b M |10L.5| 87.3 | M 95.6 94.5 X | 114.3 | 154.0 
September... .. co cubs iniodauusd M |101.5| 87.3 | M 95.6] 94.51 X |114.3| 154.0 
DOCOMBET J. baie Eh wie nde Sten M |10L.5| 87.3 | M 95.6 | 94.5| X [114.3] 154.0 

1920—Mareh... Lt... Ba lial M p01.5:)ii 87.31 'M 95.6] 94.51 X | 1143 154.0 
(+7 OCR 0, TER LR MONET ER Ble M [101.5] 87.3 | M 95.61 94.5 [-X .[ 1na3{-154.0 

Seplembere:. Lust len sudo. uis M [101.5] 87.3 | M 95.61 94.5| X [1143] 154.0 
Decembers,. .. ait avian. M [103.0] 88.7 | M 05.6] 94.5) Xi {'1143: 154.0 

1930—Mareh.... i... capeciliiiiy unn M [103.0] 88.7 | M 95.6 | 94.5| X [117.1 | 156.6 
£117: Tuma ans di Sore Bea ERO M [103.0] 8.7 | M 95.6: 04.5.1. X 4 17.11] 1566 

September... fuel. coo in. 23d M (103.0 8.7| M 095.6. 94.5:].-X + 117.3). 156.6 
December... Lol ti LL ule M [103.0 88.7 | M 95.6 94.5| X 137.10 156.6 

1931-=—-Mareh.... co... cal Latah M |103.0| 8.7 M 05.61] 94.5! X 1117.14 156.6 
J M 103.0 88.7 M 95.6 94.5 x 117.1 156. 6 

M 103.0 88.7| M 95.6 94.5 X 17.3 156. 6 
M 103.0 88.7 X 91.3 89.1 X 117.1 156. 6 
M 103.0 88.7 X 91.3 89.1 hd 117.1 156. 6 
M |103.0| 8.7 X 9L3 [80.1.0 X | 17:1 156.6 

Septomberis. ios.aal nf iui M1 103.0 S8.7 X 01.3 |..89.1. | X11 156.6 
Decomber.) ia v.L. hin dl M 50103700; 88.74 X 01.3.0--89.1. | -Xuui417.1% 156.6 

1033—Maneh.C..0. Ladi aaa ed Mj 103.0 88. 7=-X 01.31 89.1:} X 17.11% 156.6 
anes. ll emi Lue M1030 83.7 X 01.3]. 80.1. X - | 117. 1:t 156.6 

Septembers.. la sil. Li ills M |103.0( 88.7| X 90.8.4 SL 7.1. X 117.1 | 156.6 
Pecombers..  . i oiiiolgl 4 M 103.000 83.71 X 90.8 BL7| X"317.1°|2+156.6 

1934—Mareh....oi. Lib M1030 88.7; X 90.8 i-. 81.7 | X Ho137.1: 156.0 
rr 01 TLE COR OF SHR Cs SE Mk 80k SE M 103.0 88.7 > 4 90.8 8L7 5.4 117.1 156. 6 
September... sil. iiluu li x M [103.0] 8.7 X 20.81 8L7.| -X {3171 156.6 
Decomber) ic. caniin ual din tu M | 103.0:0 88,74 X 90.8 |--8L7 | X 117.1 156. 6 

3935—Mmeh. C0. LCi ER M 103.0 88.7 x 90.8 81.7 x 117.1 156. 6 
WEN 101 TOA TS TACIT Ll | NERY Sl M [103.0] 88.7] X 90.8). 3L7 1X {HST 144.6 

Septemberi.. ...ioco. Julai M 7103.00 88, 74 X 00.8 | 8L7%X | 115:7855344, 6 
December oc onli didnt. 2 M 103.0 88.7 3.4 90.8 81.7 4 115.7 144.6 

1936—MareR...... J. aed dL NL a M 1103.0] 88.7] X 90.8 {- SL7(- X "(115/71 144.6 
rT Ce has Moy ARR LI SLA ls M 103.00): 88 74 XX 90.8 81.7) X-H577 144.6 

NotI), Joned036. co caus ga. aoe leaden $3.10 -$7.0%%...... $1.94 | $4.69 |______ $0.91 | $2.45 

Average price per therm, June 1936_____|..____ 20.24 | 23.1 |... 12.36 1°15.3¢- |x... 8. 6¢ 8. 0¢   
  

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES 

Scranton.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. A rate decrease lowered the relatives for March 1924 from 
104.4 to 97.8 for range and from 103.6 to 98.2 for range and water heater. March 1926: Lower B. t. u. 
September 1926: Introduction of service charge and change in rate. December 1929: Lower B. t. u. 

Chicago.—1923-25: Block meter schedule with service charge. A rate decrease lowered September 1923 
relatives from 103.1 to 99.4 for range and from 103.9 to 99.2 for range and water heater. June 1928: Intro- 
duction of straight line schedule with service charge. December 1931: Change from manufactured to mixed 
gas with higher B. t. u., introduction of block meter schedule with service charge, and consumption measured 
on thermal basis. September 1933: Change in block and rate, and introduction of separate block meter 
schedule available to customers using major appliances in addition to a range. 

Cincinnati.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. Relatives for range are based on minimum charge. 
Change from natural to mixed gas, rate change, and discontinuance of the use of the minimum charge for 
computing relatives for range increased the June 1925 relatives from 95.2 to 114.3 for range, and from 82.0 
to 154.0 for range and water heater. March 1930: Lower B. t. u. June 1935: Change in block and rate.
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TABLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936, 
inclusive—Continued 

[1923-25=100] 

[M=Manufactured, N=Natural] 
  

  

  

  

  

      
          

  

   

              
      

    

East North Central 

Columbus . 
Cleveland (2 companies) Detroit 

Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms 

Kind Kind Kind 
of Range of Reuse of Range 
gas an gas an gas and 

Range water Range water Range water 
heater heater heater 

Net bill, average 1923-25... .....c coven msn] wn mui 30.92. 3.70 }-.ce.. $0.53 | $1.38 |... $1.56 | $4.40 

Price per therm, average 1923-25__.._____| _____ 8.76 125.661. ...5- 5.08 | 4.58 lan. 14.7¢ | 14.4¢ 

N020--Mureh coin. in Gm ei N"7106.41110.6{ N (141.8:115.8 "MM | 101.1 | 303.7 
J N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 115.8 M 101.1 103.7 

N-l1084{106 N (14.81 1158¢{ M | 101.1] 163.7 
N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 115.8 M 101.1 103.7 
N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 101.0 M 101. 1 103.7 
N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 101.0 M 101.1 103.7 
N 1106.4 £110.61] N [141.8] 101.0.} MU: 10L1G 1203.7 
N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 101.0 M 101.1 103.7 
N |106.4(110.6| N [141.8 101.0 | M | 101.1 | 103.7 
N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 101.0 M 101.1 103.7 
N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 101.0 M 101.1 103.7 
N [106.4 (110.6 | N | 141.8 101.0 M {101.1 | 103.7 
N |106.4]110.6 | N | 141.8 | 101.0 | M | 101.1 | 103.7 
N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 101.0 M 101.1 103.7 

September... Ll... on. N |106.4]1110.6 | N | 141.8 | 101.0 ( M | 101.1 | 103.7 
December... 0. 0h fen dats N (106.4 110.6 | N [141.8 101.0 | M | 101.1 | 103.7 

3030—Marche....o..a. bob oe N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 101.0 M 101.1 103.7 
7350 BA ERY Ren | of Sol MESON ERY N .* 106.4) 110.6} N- | 141.8 |) 100.0.{ M | 100.1% 103.7 
September......0.bu fol N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 101.0 M 101. 1 103.7 
December... 0A. ..L oo. N [106471106 N [141.8 101.0 M | 101.1| 103.7 

1931—March......... las Lo el N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 101.0 M 101.1 103.7 
Junek:L Loto Bb is N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 101.0 M 101.1 103.7 
September. ....0... aol 0.0 N [106.4 110.6 | N | 141.8 |101.0| M | 101.1 | 103.7 
Dacomber......Lo lee. io lil N |106.4 (110.6 | N [141.8 101.0 | M | 101.1 | 103.7 

1932—March..........L..0. oo dd N [106.4 (110.6 | N [141.8 101.0 M [101.1] 103.7 
JUDO... at N |106.4 (110.6 | N | 141.8 | 101.0 | M 98.5 | 101.1 
Seplember......0. 0... LL N [106.4 (110.6 | N |141.8 101.0 M 98.5 | 101.1 
0 os eah SRRURIRARE i aN A hp 0 N |106.4(110.6 | N | 141.8 101.0 | M 98.5 | 101.1 

10353—March... den. U8 ou 2Y N 106.4 (110.6 | N | 141.8 | 111.6 | M 98.5 | 101.1 
JURE... le at N [106.4 (110.6 | N | 141.8 111.6 | M 98.5 | 101.1 
SoPteMDEr aati se aaa N {106411006 N | 141.8 -111.6.7 M 4301.57 104.1 
Deoeember. ......-to. bad ol dias N |106.4(1106| N [141.8] 111.6 { M | 101.5] 104.1 

1934-— March... ve cade Raat ve ah ie ae N if106.4:'110.67 N (14.8 111.6... M.: 101.5 104.1 
Jane... Ld td OLE N 106.4 | 110.6 N 141.8 | 111.6 M 101. 5 104.1 
September.......0. cn N [106.4 110.6 | N | 141.8] 111.6 | M | 101.5 | 104.1 
December N 81.4 83.6 N 141.8 | 111.6 M 101.5 104.1 

1935—Mareh......io.... do Lo LL N 81.4 83.6 N 141.8 | 111.6 M 101.5 104.1 
C1 IR « ERENT RIC SR RCT 1 AR N 81.4 83.6 N 41.8.4111.6 M 109. 4 112.2 
September.uaaent.. a CL N 81.4 83.6 N 141.8 © 111.6 M 109. 4 112.2 
December. a. nai the Se sid N 81.4 83.6 N 141.8 | 111.6 M 109.4 Nn2.2 

1936—Mateh. wf wu mee Pe ea bh N 81.4 83.6 N 341.8% 111.6 M 109. 4 112.2 
June. .... Leeda Lol N 81.4 83.0 N 141.8. | 111.6 M 109. 4 112.2 

Net DHLJONRE 10360. .... . co cme in miso wis wot | moe te 4 $0.75.0. 81.43 71... $0.70 151.84 | i. $1.71 $4.93 

Average price per therm, June 1936_____| ____. 7.18 4.78 eee 7.18 [75.08 \..oee. 16. 1¢% 16. 14                     
EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES 

Cleveland.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. March 1923 relative for range based on minimum charge. 
Due to discontinuance of the use of minimum charge for computing relatives for range, changes in block and 
rate, and introduction of a service charge, the June 1923 relatives increased from 81.4 to 101.2 for range, and 
from 65.1 to 102.5 for range and water heater. Rate increase advanced December 1925 relatives to 106.4 
for range and 110.6 for range and water heater. December 1934: Change in block and rate and discontin- 
uance of service charge. Relatives for range again based on minimum charge. 

Columbus (2 companies).—1923-25: Block meter schedule. A rate increase and the use of the minimum 
charge for computing relatives for range increased the June 1925 relatives from 86.1 to 141.8 for range and 
from 94.7 to 115.8 for range and water heater. March 1927: Introduction of straight line schedule with no 
change in the minimum charge. March 1933: Rate increase affecting approximately 70 percent of total 
customers. 

Detroit.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. Lower B.t.u. and introduction of service charge for June 1924 
increased the relatives from 89.4 to 107.5 for range and from 91.7 to 106.0 for range and water heater. March 
1926: Discontinuance of service charge. June 1932: Rate decrease, September 1933: Sales tax of 3 per. 
cent became effective. June 1935; Rate increase.
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TaBLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936, 
inclusive—Continued 

[1923-25=100] 

(M=Manufactured, N=Natural] 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  
  

East North Central 

Indianapolis Milwaukee Peoria 

Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms 

Kind Kind Kind 
of Rang of Rane of Range 
gas an gas an gas and 

Range water Range water Range water 
heater heater heater 

Net bill, average 1923-25... ...ccccemceanefanmen- $2.10 | $6.06 |... $1.74 | $4.66 |... $2.26 | $6.50 

Price per therm, average 1923-25___.__.__|___.___ 10.84. 190.8¢ |...... 16.58 35.28 |. ..ca 21.3¢ | 21.3¢ 

1026—Mareh....cc.c.intoio tana diol 93.0 | 93.0| M 99.2 | 99.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 
B57 oT ERY ER J ERR OA ET 93.0 | 93.0 | M 99.2 | 99.0 ( M | 100.0 79.1 
September 93.0 93.0 | M 99.2 99.0 M | 100.0 79.1 
December........ 93.0 | 93 M 99.21 99.0 | M 100.0 79.1 

1927—March_._____ 93.0 93.0| M 99.21 99.0 | M 100.0 79.1 
Juneiis..ic. 93.0 | 93.0 M 99.2 99.0 | M 100. 0 79.1 
September 84.1 841 | M 99.2 99.0 | M | 100.0 79:1 
December. .c cilia ddidunal 84.1 84.1 | M 99.2 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1 

1028: MATCH. cade co in idm mmm mime mis M 84.1 84.1| M 99.2 99.0 | M 100. 0 79.1 
#15 hr LAT Pn SORE St SEY. M 84.1 841 M 99.2 99.0 | M 100.0 79.1 
Seplemberi.. caida. coin .oad M 84.1] 84.1 M 99.2 | 99.0 M | 100.0 79.1 
DDECOINDOL we dean al chins alibi mi M 84.1| 84.1 | M 99.2 | 99.0 M | 100.0 79.1 

1929: March....eenmm sunset ohinin a. . 32 M 84.1 84.1 | M 99.2 | 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1 
LT RRNA FU RL Ah UE ge. RC M 84.1 84.1| M 99.2 | 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1 

September. tf... dul. wie un deine M 84.1 84.1 M 99.2 99.0 | M 100.0 79.1 
Decomber.....d li... cidiunna i M 84.1 84.1 M 99.2 | 99.0| M 100. 0 79.1 

1930-Marchy. uaa... lll ania M 84.1] 84.1 | M 99.2 | 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1 
Janel al ee aa a M 84.1| 84.1 | M 99.2 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1 
SopioMDEr Sana nsi nih nn de lS M 84.1 84.1 | M 99.2 | 99.0 | M 100.0 79.1 
Pecomber. sy... ..ou anda nn M 84.1 84.1 | M 99.2 | 99.0 | M 100.0 79.1 

193-Mareln de... hula tS M 84.1] 84.1 | M 99.2 | 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1 
JUNO. Mendieta dl na M 84.1 | 84.1 | M 99.2 | 99.0 | M | 100.0 79.1 
Septomber-..o..0. Uo ill onll M 84.1) 84.1 M 99.2 99.0 | M 98.7 v7.1 
December. uu. cdin ii. veined ant M 84.1 84.1 | M 99.2] 99.0 | M 98.7 77.1 

1932 — MOTTON iui sie mmm nd bi i milli le M 84.1 84.1 | M 99.2 | 99.0 N 94.0 71.9 
1 r  F eae  RE A 48 A M 84.1 841 | M 99.2 | 99.0 | N 94.0 71.9 
September ld dae atat dat M 84.1 841 | M 99.2 | 99.0 N 94.0 71.9 
December... cocaomein stuns M 84.1] 84.1 | M 99.2 99.0| N 94.0 71.9 

1933 MOrChH...comeunninens smn am m—————— M 84.1 84.1 | M 99.2 | 99.0 N 94.0 “1.9 
June... CREST WE 3 SR M 84.1| 84.1 | M 99.2 | 99.0 | N 94.0 71.9 
September. Su. can si een ma M 84.1 84.1 M 99.2 | 99.0 N 94.0 71.9 
December. M 84.1 84.1 M 99.2] 99.0 | N 94.0 71.9 

1934—March... M 84.1 84.1 M 99.2] 99.0 | N 94.0 71.9 
1 ERR ARR A 0 A M 84.1 84.1 M 99.21 99.0 N 94.0 71.9 

SOD IOIIDOr au em iene whi i iris dk mini M 84.1 841 | M 99.21 99.0 N 94.0 71.9 
Docomber Jt. ...cvsoneedbuboh nas M 84.1 | 84. M 99.2] 99.0 | N 94.0 71.9 

1935 MIATCH. oo «cen = mmm mm mm miles wim M 84.1 84.1 | M 90.2 | 99.0 N 94.0 71.9 
#1 LIK CARER WR ai S00 SR A BT 0 SR M 84.1 84.1| M 99.2 | 99.0 N 94.0 71.9 
Septomber......daila dbo nl M 84.1 841 | M 99. 2 99.0 N 94.0 71.9 
Deocember..o..-..s- tas M 84.1| 84.1 M 99.2 | 99.0 N 94.0 71.9 

L3H CR AR a a M 84.1 841 | M 99.2 | 99.0 N 94.0 71.9 
une. ee A i re an M 7947. 5.79.7 1M 99.2 | 99.0 | N 94.0 71.9 

Net Dill, TUNG 1030. crc aeee mace cr nnn ase tn $1.67 $54.83 ..... $1.73 S401... $2.12 | $4.67 

Average price per therm, June 1936.____|.___.. 15.8851 15.86 |.cuun- 16.36 15, Ju 5 oor 20.0¢ | 15.3¢                     

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES 

Indianapolis.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. Rate decreases (i.e., decreases in the price per unit of 1,000 
cubic feet) lowered the relatives from 106.3 to 101.9 in June 1923 and to 97.4 in September 1924. March 1926: 
Rate decrease. September 1927: Introduction of block meter schedule. June 1936: Rate decrease. 

Milwaukee.—1923-25: Block meter schedule with service charge. A rate decrease lowered the indexes 
or September 1923 from 103.9 to 99.2 for range and from 104.9 to 99.0 for range and water heater. 

Peoria.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. June 1926: Introduction of Wright-demand schedule available 
to customers using major Spplisnass in addition to a range. September 1931: Introduction of measurement 
on a thermal basis. March 1932: Change from manufactured to natural gas with higher B. t. u., and change 
in block and rate for range, and in rate (i. e., change in price per therm) for range and water heater.
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TABLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936, 
inclusiwve—Continued 

[1923-25=100] 

[M=Manufactured, N= Natural, X=Mixed manufactured and natural] 
  
  

  

  

  

    
         

  

  
  
  

  

  
  

   

   

    
        

East North Central West North Central 

Springfield, Ill. Kansas City Minneapolis 

10.6 30.6 10.6 30.6 10.6 30.6 

Year and month therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms 
Kind Kind Kind 

of Range| of Range| of Range 
gas |Range| and | gas |Range| and | gas |Range| and 

water water water 
heater heater heater 

Net bill, average 1928-25... ....cccuuve|monwen $2.55 | $7.34 [.___.. $1.37. 83.100...... $1.75 | $5.03 

Price per therm, average 1923-25... _|..____ 24.04 | 24.08 |_..... 12,9 410.14 \.. 2. 16.4¢ | 16.4¢ 

1926—March 90.71 90.71 "N 08.2 99.9| M 95.3 95.3 
June a 92.3 | 92.3 N 98.2] 99.9! M | 107.2 107.2 

September 92.3 | 92.3 N 98.21 99.9| M | 105.0 105.0 
December. 92.3] 923 N 98.21 99.9| M | 105.0 | 105.0 

1927—March 92.3] 923| N 98.2 99.9| M | 102.8 102.8 
{iv eta ROR ONT, La SN 92.3] 92.3 'N 98.2 | 99.9| M | 106.1 106.1 
September... 92.31 92.3 N 98.2 99.9| M | 103.9 | 103.9 
December. _..._. 92.3 92.3 N 08.2 99.9 M | 103.9 103.9 

1928—March.... ome icinoaaans eras 92.3] 92.3 N 98.2 | 99.9| M | 103.9 103.9 
UG, peed a Yd 92.3 | 92.3 N 08.2 99.9| M | 103.9 103.9 

Septomber... co... cool M 92.3] 92.3| N 98.2] 99.9 M 99. 5 99.5 
December: i. Lu iein abs M 92.3. 92.3. N 98.2 99.9| M 99.5 99.5 

1920 March. ..cec einem pun anime M 92.3] 923| N 98.2 99.9 M 98.4 98. 4 
JURE: .... cane mri mms sem na st mAs M 92.3 | 92.3 N 98.2 99.9| M 98. 4 08. 4 
Septomber.....d 0... ooo M 02.3% 92.3 N 98.2 99.9 | M 98.4 08.4 
December... i aan. M 02.31 923| N 08.2] 99.9 M 98.4 98.4 

1930—March.- meine) ANE 92.3 | 92.3 N 98.21 99.9 M 98.4 98.4 
June LL cand) VL 92.3 92.3 N 98.2] 99.9; M | 118.2 96. 4 
September... ott. is ual M 92.3 | 92.3 N 98.2 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4 
Deeember. ..ofuel ie fei seas M 92.3 | 92.3 N 98.2 99.9] M | 118.2 96. 4 

1931—=MAareh. ...cuncichs onic ns dams M 92.3] 923| N 08.2 00.91 <M | 118.2 96. 4 
1 a Re LT A al i etl 92.3 | 92.3 N 98.2 99.9] M | 118.2 96. 4 

Septomber..... ior. de bande M 91.6 | 69.9| N 98.2 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4 
December 2... 5. aes M 91.6 | 69.9| N 98.2 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4 

1032—=MAre co.cc ae mei iis wpe wm N 83.37 63:7.'N 98.2] 99.9 M | 118.2 96. 4 
Nhe RR, ERC SA A N 83.31 63:71 N 98.2 | 99.9 M | 118.2 96. 4 
September... aa. aulodioulii i. N 83.3 63.7] N 98.2 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4 
DECeMBOr Se rina noe menses N 83.3 63.71 N 98.2 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4 

1933—Mareh.o.c io ns N 8.3] 63.7, N 98.2 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4 
L110 ARS XN nt TL TRAY, bi phd EE) N 33.3 .68.71 N 98.2] 99.9 M | 118.2 96. 4 
SePleMDRL ca nmin a ei nd N 83.3] 63.71 N 98.2 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4 
December.........-- N 83.3 63.7 N 98.21 90.91 M 1118.2 96. 4 

1934—March....o...___. N 83.3 63.7 N 98.2 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4 
June..........-> N 75:01 63.5 1"'N 08.2¢ 90.9 M 118.2 96. 4 
September. ........c.0.0. 2... N 75.0} 63.5 N 98.2 | 99.9 M | 118.2 96. 4 
Deecomber: Ga... 2 nf ooo Lh. N 75:0: 63.51 N 98.2 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4 

1935—Marelh. ......coo aol N 75.0 | 63.5 N 98.2 99.9| M | 118.2 96. 4 
JURE Cart at EE N 75.0.) 63.5 N 98.2 99.9 x 112.1 88.9 
Seplember. ...0 fee denies N v5.0 | 63.5 N 99.2 | 100.9 X 112.1 88.9 
DECRIADET . oo writnric v in mie ri mo N 75.0] 63.51 N 99.2 1100.9 | X | 110.5 86.8 

1030—MArcly:. ..... cunceni ns re man ie N 75.0 63.97 N 99.2 | 100.9 x 108.9 84.8 
JUNCa Rc LS Ts N 75.0 63. 5 N 99.2 | 100.9 X 108. 9 84.8 

Net bill, June 1988... ..cuvsusmsessonsneesloer eee $1.01 | $4.66 |______ GREY p— $1.60 | $4.27 
Average price per therm, June 1936__.__|______ 185.06 1.15.22. ...... 12.821 10.28 [ooo 17.9¢ | 13.9¢               

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES 

Springfield, I11.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. A rate decrease lowered the relatives for June 1923 
from 103.4 t0 99.7. June 1926: Rate decrease. September 1931: Introduction of measurement on a thermal 
basis, and the introduction of a Wright-demand schedule available to customers using major appliances in 
addition toa range. March 1932: Change from manufactured to natural gas with higher B. t. u. and change 
in block and rate for range and in rate for range and water heater. June 1934: Change in block and rate 
for page, and change to separate block meter schedule available to customers using range and other major 
appliances. 

Kansas City.—1923-25: Straight line schedule with service charge. A change to block meter schedul® 
with service charge lowered the relatives for June 1924 from 102.4 to 98.2 for range and from 100.2 to 99.9 for 
range and water heater. September 1935: Sales tax of 1 percent became effective. 

Minneapolis.—1923-25: Straight line schedule with adjustment for cost of manufacture. Relatives show 
a general downward trend from 106.4 to 94.3. June 1926: Lower B. t. u. June 1930: Introduction of 
block meter schedule with service charge and discontinuance of adjustment for cost of manufacture. June 
1935: Change from manufactured to mixed gas with higher B. t. u., and change in block, rate, and service 
charge. December 1935 and March 1936: Rate decreases.



28 CHANGES IN RETAIL PRICES OF GAS, 1923-36 

TABLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936, 
inclusive—Continued 

[1923-25=100] 

[M =Manufactured, X=Mixed manufactured and natural] 
    

  

  

  

  

    

    

   
   
   

  

   

  

   

  

       

   

   
   

     

  

  

      

      

  
    

          

    

West North Central 

Omaha St. Louis St. Paul 

Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms 

Kind Kind Kind 
of Range of Range of Range 
gas and | gas |p an gas an 

Range water Range water Range water 
heater heater heater 

Net bill, average 1923-25... cccccaeae- : ! ’ : 4 ; $4. 56 

Price per therm, average 1923-25 14. 9¢ 

1920—MEaPCH.. cui iv in wm Am Em i = 3 hb 5 109. 8 
#101 ry SE CE MR ! 0 ! 4 x 109.8 
September... -nrecepemaneius : s 4 ; , 109.8 
December... beau amen agai y 3 ; A 109.8 

1927—MAarch... usm nus sen rm pen paras * : : F , 109.8 
b 1 LER SE IAs JU ; 3 A 3 y 109.8 
SeplembDeL. cnn vn 2 mem pE mg —h A . , 3 109.8 
BIO Ts TVR a CI ST 90. 4 ; : A 109.8 

1928—MAaPON.... onic nm «ox ns = wea iene wut 109.8 
111 RES re IE 1 . 1 A 3 109.8 
SD LOMDEP. coi ok a mB mm STE : : ; ; . 109.8 
PeceTDOr.... - ones =m gmt = a5 3 87. f ; 109.8 

1929—March.... 109.8 
June... ...z-- " : . s y 109.8 
September... ov vue aaa ta seams iate * : : : . 109.8 
Pecember.....coaee aaa 3 : i 2 109.8 

930—Mareh. eee vrei dade Sean . . ’ A )9. 109.8 
4 101 2 ONE TI Gl A RIE 2 ff o 5 y y 109.8 
4D AET Eb ETP Me OE SR ” 5 3 e » 109.8 
Pecsmber. ... . uv cus wunsn sem -dndis 4 % . e 3 109.8 

1931 MAarLeH. . ce pan tf is aim Ge mma 5 am : ; : : A 109.8 
150 Se SR A LRN Re CET 109.8 
LEE LL ECR. IN fe " e 3. ¥ 109. 8 
DB CONPRr oy = 5 ii vies = im sm grin as om ; 3 A 3, A 109.8 

1032—MAarch. see saab anew sma m ns 109.8 
(1h 1: SHIRT SAT IAS oh Ah THC TRC 0) ¢ f y 3 ! 109.8 
SOPOT isis wi mi pee Sw 5 : , : ) , 109.8 
December... i snmz ns aags rs aast > ? ¥ A 109.8 

1933—MAarel...... cc om mm mms ww Fm ame =n =a TE ” R . s h 109.8 
bi 2 lr i SOR RCE . . . 9 109.8 
SePOMDer. ..... fe cae wie Se mgm at went ¢ » 3 ; ! 109.8 
Decomber.... . owns cuagideaanis " * : . 2 109.8 

109. 8 
109.8 
109. 8 
109. 8 
109. 8 
109. 8 
109.8 
109.8 
109. 8 
109. 8 

Not bill, Jane. 1936. cst uasxs=srmnsnaisas i 3. h v : $5. 00 

Average price per therm, June 1936_____'______ Xd. 46 1-01.56 |... 19.2¢ (15.98 |... 16.4¢ | 16.4¢               
  

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES 

Omaha.—1923-25: Straight line schedule with service charge. Lower B. t. u. in September 1924 in- 
creased the relatives from 101.1 to 103.1 for range and from 101.8 to 103.8 for water heater. In March 1925 
a rate decrease lowered the relatives to 96.8 for range and 95.5 for range and water heater. September 1927: 
Rate decrease (i. e., a decrease in the price per unit of 1,000 cubic feet). March 1929: Introduction of block 
meter schedule with service charge. September 1930: Change in block and rate. September 1931: Rate 
decrease. September 1932 and March 1934: Changes in block and rate. September 1934: Introduction 
of straight line schedule with service charge. 

St. Louis.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. June 1929: Introduction of service charge and change in 
block and rate. June 1931: Introduction of new block meter schedule with service charge, and consump- 
tion measured on thermal basis. September 1932: Change from manufactured to mixed gas with higher 
B. t. u. and rate decrease. September 1935: Sales tax of 1 percent became effective. 

St. Paul.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. Higher B. t. u. and a rate decrease in June 1923 lowered 
the relatives from 119.5 to 95,1. Lowered B. t. u. in March 1925 increased the relatives to 103.7. March 
1926: Rate increase,
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TABLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936, 
inclusive—Continued 

  

  

  

  

      

    
  

    

    

  
  

  
                        

[1923-25=100] 

[M =Manufactured, N=Natural] 

South Atlantic 

Atlanta Baltimore Charleston, 8S. C. 

Year and momh 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms 

Kind Kind Kind 
of Bangs of Rouge of Range 
gas an gas an gas and 

Range water Range water Range water 
heater heater heater 

Net bill, average 1923-25. .....cve cinema fn mms $2.90 | $8.38 |...... $1.83 | $4.84 |... $3.02 | $8.73 

Price per therm, average 1923-25________|._.____ 27.5¢ |127.3¢ |...on 17.28 1:15.88. cuci-- 28.5¢ | 28.5¢ 

JO26—Mareh. ... i oe oe aes iii ni M 98.4 | 98.4 | M 98.6 | 98.7 | M 100. 5 100. 5 
JURE. dee a nee Cea M 98.4 98.4 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M 100. 5 100. 5 
Septemaber......... i. ariani 3d M 98.4 | 98.4 | M 98.6 | 98.7 M | 100.5 | 100.5 
December... ito ainir ad M 98.4 | 98.4 | M 98.6 ( 98.71 M | 100.5] 100.5 

M 98.4 | 98.4 | M 98.6 | 98.7 M [100.5 100. 5 
M 98. 4 98.4 M 98.6 98.7 M 100. 5 100. 5 

September... i.couaial dai. +4 M 98.4 | 98.4! M 98.6 | 98.7 M | 100.5 100. 5 
December... coace. natn M 98.4] 98.4 | M 98.6 98.7] M | 100.5 100.5 

1028 Mareh.. o.oo M 98.4 | 98.4 | M 98.6 | 98.7 | M | 100.5 100. 5 
IN MS DAML AT Si M 98.4 | 98.4 | M 98.6 98.71 M | 100.5 100. 5 
Septembers....:.o0.. oop... M 98.4 | 98.4 | M 98.6 | 98.7 M | 100.5 100.5 
December.zc. toch. ivtuinrnen dd M 98.4 | 98.4 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M | 100.5 100. 5 

3920—Mareh..L.. cc. ceed nbn M 98.4 | 98.4 | M 98.6 98.7 M [100.5 | 100.5 
i RC SL Wok LEME Y, FD M 108.4 | 79.0 | M 98.6) 98.71 M | 100.5 100. 5 

SeptembEr.Ln.. ivi mii md hs ie M 108.4 | 79.0 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M 99.0 99.0 
Pecember. cc. Jeoaibias baie M |108.4| 79.0 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M 99.0 99.0 

JO30—March. iL. cid ant bs h n N 70.3 50.7 | M 98.6 | 98.7 M 99.0 99.0 
BRC. cae bt oh Pa dit de 2 ler N 70.3 50.7 M 98.6 | 98.7 | M 99.0 99.0 

Seplember..o. J. co cdiias iat sn on N 70.3] 50.71 M 98.6 | 98.7 M 99.0 99.0 
Decomber.c:..cucideanmmmbiirims N 70.31: 50.5] M 98.6 | 98.7 M 99.0 99.0 

103=Mareh. ...ci. ait cnina N 70.3 | 50.5] M 98.6 | 98.7 M 99.0 29.0 
1a RS SAS NAR N 70.3 50.5] M 98.6 98.7| M 92.6 92.6 

SoplembDer. cea om pm N 70.3 50.5 ( M 98.6 98.7 M 92.6 92.6 
DECOMPAY. cas dian bin wn nim N 70.3 | 50.5 M 98.6 | 98.7 | M 92.6 92.6 

1032—Mareh.. co... neem nai in N 70.3 50.5 M 98.6 | 98.7 | M 92.6 92.6 
0 REAR, 1 eT I SR UL SE N 70.3 50.5 M 98.6 98.7 M 92.6 92.6 

September... coined aan N 70.3 50.5 | M 98.6 | 98.7 | M 92.6 92.6 
December... .. ccna nnn N 70.31 50.5 M 98.6 | 98.7| M 92.6 92.6 

1933—March N 70.3). :50.5 1 M 98.6 98.7| M 92.6 92.6 
810s NNR RISD Cael IOC N 70.3) 50.5 M 98.6 | 98.7 M 92.6 92.6 
September. _ N 70.31 50.5 M 98.6 98.7| M 92.6 92.6 
December N 70.3 50.5 M 98.6 | 98.7| M 92.6 92.6 

1934—March N 70.3 3..:50.5{ M 98.6 | 98.7| M 80.4 80.4 
LL Rah NAT I N 70.3 50.5 | M 98.6 | 98.7 | M 89.4 89.4 
Seplember.c..oin ue do imnmnn ln N 70.3 | 50.5 M 98.6 | 98.7| M 89.4 89.4 
December. 1. tovndaaaaniins N 70.3 50.5 | M 98.6 | 98.7 | M 89.4 82.3 

1935 March... .. cic av im mma i tin le N 61.4 | 45.0 | M 98.6 | 98.7 | M 89.4 82.3 
nt PRR WHY In AR ROCCE Sa N 61.4 | 45.0 | M 98.6 | 98.7 M 89.4 82.3 
Septembor.c......... cu deg sainnin ai N 61.4 | 45.0 | M 98.6 | 98.7| M 89.4 82.3 
December. z..a N 6l.4 | 45.0 M 98.6 | 98.7| M 89.4 82.3 

J936— March. f...c. -ledieaainiek N 61.4 | 45.0 | M 98.6 98.7 M 89.4 82.3 
1 vr INE OR SR SORE N 61.4 | 45.0 | M 98.6 | 98.7 | M 89.4 82.3 

INOL Dll, JUDG 1036....c ace mermimnmm sun inn) nase $1.78 1 $3.77 du. $1.80 | 34.78 |... ... $2.70 $7.19 

Average price per therm, June 1936. ____|______ 36.88 | 12.86 |... aux 17.08 1.15.08 loins 25.5¢ | 23.5¢ 

  

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES 

Atlanta.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. A rate decrease in December 1923 lowered the relatives from 
104.8 to 98.4. June 1929: Introduction of service charge and change in block and rate. March 1930: Change 
from manufactured to natural gas with higher B. t. u., change in block and rate, and decrease in service 
charge. December 1930: Change in block and rate. March 1935: Decrease in rate and service charge. 

Baltimore.—1923-25: Wright demand schedule. A rate decrease (i. e., a decrease in the price per unit of 
1,000 cubic feet) lowered the relatives for September 1923 from 106.7 to 98.6 for range and from 106.7 to 98.7 
for range and water heater. December 1929: Change to block meter schedule did not affect price. 

Charleston, S. C.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. Lower B. t. u. for March 1924 increased the relatives 
from 99.0 to 100.5. September 1929: Higher B. t. u. June 1931 and March 1934: Rate decreases. Decem- 
ber 1934: Introduction of block meter schedule with service charge available to customers using major 
appliances in addition to range. §
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TABLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936, 
inclusive—Continued 

[1923-25=100] 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

     

  
  

  

  

  

  
                  

- [M =Manufactured] 

South Atlantic 

Jacksonville Norfolk Richmond 

Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 
therms|therms therms|therms therms| therm 

Kind Kind Kind 
of Range of Range| of Range 
gas an gas an gas and 

Range water Range water Range water 
heater heater heater 

Net bill, average 1923-25. _ _. ceeemnemmne]-nna-- $3.90 ($10.36 |._____ $2.54 | $7.28 |___.__ $2.53 | $7.29 

Price per therm, average 1923-25___.._._| ____. 36.8¢ | 33.8¢ |._____ 24.04 | 23.86 |... 23.8¢ | 23.8¢ 

1026-Marbhl oo 0 C8 Lk hk 105.4 | 102.9 | M [100.9 | 100.9 | M | 103.9 | 102.7 
June 105.4 | 102.9 | M | 106.3 | 103.4 | M | 103.9 | 102.7 
September 103.21 99.6| M [106.3 | 103.4 M (103.9 102.7 
DOCBIADAYL ev cra in nm arama 103.2 799.6") M [106.3 [103.47 M 1103.91 102.7 

1027 Maro. oitiedndibn aman sad M [103.2] 99.6] M [106.3 103.4] M | 103.9] 102.7 
LANL MAT SER aah I I M [103.2] 99.6] M | 106.3} 103.4| M | 103.9] 102.7 
Septoria sins osc dat ntin ae M [103.2 99.6 | M | 106.3 | 103.4 | M | 103.91 102.7 
LD i 1 ee ene CR NY. M 1032} 99.6; M 106.3}103.4 M {103.9 102.7 

1028 —Mareh: cin unmdoms ss smn ane ne M (103.2) 99.6] M [106.3 ]|103.4] M | 103.9] 102.7 
June CSR M [103.2] 99.6] M [106.3 | 103.4 | M | 103.9] 102.7 
September. Je. te. eet M 1103.2 90.6 M 1106.31 103.4) MM 1103.97 102.7 
Décamberis, ddan sain inna M [103.2] 99.6 | M (106.3 (103.4 M [103.9 | 102.7 

Lr VEL CO a RE SR M [103.2 99.6 M [106.3 103.4} M | 103.9 102.7 
June: semen neat de Sens M [103.2] 99.6; M [106.3 103.4} M | 103.9] 102.7 
SopeMbEr.CL... eicuns rman anre-n M 103.2] 99.6] M [106.3 103.4] M | 103.9] 101.9 
DaeemBEY.. uve ante nam Sn maim a M |103.2] 99.6 | M | 106.3 | 100.8 ( M | 103.9 | 101.9 

JOO0-—MAarcll. . iii dua rmonnan tnd M [103.2] 99.6 M | 106.3 | 100.8 M | 103.9 | 101.9 
June... 1M -1103.2( 99.67 M 106.3 1100.8] -M 103.9} 101.9 
Rial 1 pd RRL hn wl M [103.2 99.6 | M | 106.3 | 100.8 | M | 103.9 | 101.9 
December. iu-ton mesma nn eas M [103.2 99.6 M | 106.3 | 100.8 | M | 103.9 | 101.9 

1001 CR a aat L M [103.2 99.6 M | 106.3 | 100.8 | M | 103.9 | 101.9 
ETI RA RE NA M{103.2| 99.6] M | 106.3 {100.81 M 103.9] 101.9 
September. sue ana ae M 1103.2] 99.6 M (106.3 100.8 M | 103.9] 101.9 
December. cece M 103.27. 99.6] M )106.37100.8 7 M 103.9} 101.9 

1932—March M {103.21 99.61 M (106.3 7100.8 M | 103.9]: 10.9 
B51 1 ol A PE a SIE ha NE M 103.21 99.61 M 1106.3 }100.8 M 103.9] 101.9 
SeplomMbDel ee dnanr mam naw pw M 103. 2 9.6 M 102. 4 97.8 | M 103.9 101.9 
0 Tt 1 Dr i PR Rt Tr TRL, M [103.2] 99.6 M [1024 97.8! M !103.9| 101.9 

pL AY 10) 1 BNE SAR a ATE EE TE M 103. 2 79.2| M 102. 4 97.8 | M 103.9 101.9 
br banner Ta Re EA Lr RR M: 1103.21 79.2] M 94.5] 90.9 | M | 103.9 | 101.9 
LAT ITLE br A i ite SRL M [103.2 79.2 | M 94.5 | 90.9 | M | 103.9 | 101.9 
0 rt 1 arpa NORA Sh, Ra SRE M 103. 2 79.2| M 94.5 90.9 M 103.9 101.9 

gis EA A SEC SR LN RRR, M [103.2] 79.2| M 94.5 | 90.9 | M | 103.9 101.9 
FE REE RR SR LA M 1103.2] 9.2] M 94.5| 90.9 | M | 103.9 | 101.9 
ODIO ce mr ie wom mmm mo M [103.2] 79.2] M 94.5] 90.9 | M |103.9| 101.9 
DOCETIIDELL « 2 sun csnm nen nas. M 1103.21. 79.2] M 94.5] 90.9 | M | 103.9] 101.9 

1935—March ee cee] M1103, 2518479. 91 -°M 94.5] 90.9 | M | 103.9 | 101.9 
June____ Sr tl M 103.2 729.2. M 94.5 90.9 M 103.9 101.9 
Teh hel i Re I Rr M [103.2 79.2 M 94.5 90.9 | M | 103.9 | 101.9 
DOCeMIDETL «wae nien sess arma emi M 1103.21 79.21 M 94.5 90.9 | M |103.9| 101.9 

1936—March M 1103.2] 0.2] M 94.5] 90.9 | M | 103.9| 101.9 
June M [103.2] 79.2| M 94.5 | 90.9 ( M | 103.9 | 101.9 

Net Dill, Tune 1930. cu. euncceerrcrenapen site ons $14.03 {$8.20 |...... $2.40 | $6.62 1...... $2.63 | $7.43 

Average price per therm, June 1936_.___|______ 38.0¢ | 26.8¢ |oceae- 22.64 | 21.68 |... 24.8¢ | 24.3¢   
  

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES 

Jacksonville.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. Introduction of service charge and change in block and 
rate increased the relatives for December 1923 from 83.7 to 105.4 for range, and from 91.1 to 102.9 for range 
and water heater. September 1926: Change in block and rate. March 1933: Introduction of Wright 
demand schedule available to customers using major appliances in addition to range. 

Norfolk.—1923-25: Block meter schedule with price adjustment for cost of manufacture. The relatives 
were 100.9 for March and June 1923, 97.3 for September 1923, 93.7 for December 1923, and 100.9 beginning 
with March 1924. June 1926: Lower B. t. u., change in block and rate, and discontinuance of adjustment 
for cost of manufacture. December 1929 and September 1932: Rate decreases. June 1933: Change in 
block and rate. : 
Richmond.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. Lower B. t. u. in September 1925 increased the relatives 

pom 09.2 to 103.9: March 1926: Introduction of block meter schedule. September 1929: Change in block 
and rate.
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TaBLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936, 
inclusive—Continued 

[1923-25=100] 

[M=Manufactured, X =Mixed manufactured and natural] 
  

  

South Atlantic East South Central 

  

  

  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

  

  
  
  
  

  

    

  

  

  

  

        

Savannah Washington, D. C. Birmingham 

Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms 

Kin Kind Kind 
of Rangs of Range of Range 
gas an gas an gas an 

Range| water Range| wv. ter Range ater 
heater heater heater 

Net bill, average 1923-25... .cveuvcmmonnn}ennmna $2.07 87.71 |... $1.79:1.85.16. Looe. $1.60 | $4.62 

Price per therm, average 1923-25________|..____ 25.2¢ | 25.28 1... 16.92 | 16.9¢ Yo... 15.1¢ | 15.1¢ 

1926 Maren... of. ira M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 098.8 | 98.8 M | 100.0 | 100.0 
Xi ee Re he MRE M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 98.81 M 100.0 100.0 
September...:.......-n.. lM 100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 908.8 M 100.0 100.0 
Pocember.. cndnt.en innit M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 | 98.8| M | 100.0 | 100.0 

1927 MArCN. cc ede dean duis M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 08.8 908.8 | M 100.0 100.0 
une... — M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 08.8 | 98.8| M | 100.0 | 100.0 

September... i oe Lor M |100.0| 100.0 | M 98.8 | 98.8 M | 100.0 | 100.0 
Decor. .c Shi ni nhs dt nmi iis M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 98.8 M 100.0 100.0 

YOR MALO... oi ne vi te ree amis M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 98.8 M | 100.0 100.0 
JURE... coat inns enn rn ada M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 98.8| M 100.0 100.0 
Tn hr A Ra RC TBR Bea M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 | 98.8 M | 100.0 | 100.0 
December weney ML 1300.0: 100.0 1 WM 98.8 | 98.8| M | 100.0 { 100.0 

1929—March..... JM 100.0 | 100.0 | M 08.8 | 98.8| M | 100.0 100. 0 
JUNG... oe a EL M [100.0 | 100.0 | M 08.8 | 98.8| M | 100.0 100.0 
SoploIIIOr. .. . re rem mm a me ws M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 98.8| M | 100.0 100. 0 
December M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 | 98.8| M 100. 0 100. 0 

1930—March M |100.0| 100.0 | M 98.8 | 98.8| M | 101.0 | 101.0 
June... ban M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 98.8| M 101.0 101.0 
September iM 100.0 | 100.0 | M 98.8 | 98.8 | M 101.0 101.0 
December... M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 97.3 91.8 M 101.0 101.0 

1931—March M 100.0 | 100.0 | X 97.3 91.8 M 101.0 101.0 
JOO acc cs a eee wo i op rs M 100.0 | 100.0 | X 97.3 91.8 ( M 101.0 101.0 
SOD OMDOr Cov ivi i mw si Se M |100.0 | 100.0 | X 97.371 oLS1 M" {101.0} 101.0 
DD BCCI cvs clin pm mite sms eg eins M 100.0 | 100.0 | X 97.3 | 91.8 | M 101.0 101.0 

1033 —MIareh. oe ded ales womb bl M [100.0 | 100.0 | X 94.5 88.8| M | 101.0] 101.0 
JUNO. cle ri enti adda M 100.0") 100.0 | X 94.5| 88.8| M 101.0 101.0 
September. 0. . cia. M 100.0 | 100.0 | X 86.4 8.2 | M 101.0 101.0 
TD ECEHIDIOL coe vi me mise nt in fr ee M 100.0 | 100.0 | X 86. 4 81.21 M 101.0 101.0 

1933—March FA er A M 100.0 | 100.0 X 86.4 81.2! M 100.0 100.0 
ph TA Ee Se CE oR De li M 100.0 | 100.0 | X 86. 4 81.2 | M 100.0 100. 0 
September... ..cccumiceninadai M [100-0] 100.0. X 86.4 | 81.2| M | 100.0 100.0 
DOCOMDEY...coaae oo readers M [100.0] 100.0 | X 8.4 | 81.2| M | 100.0 100.0 

J03L—MALCD.....cer cin dmg mim a et 5 mm = M 100.0 | 100.0 | X 86.4 | 81.2| M 99.5 99.5 
Fn MI 8 i Js A SEN M 100.0 | 100.0 | X 86. 4 8.2 | M 99.5 99.5 
LD Rh TR Sa SN M 100.0 | 100.0 | X 86.4 | 81.2 | M 99.5 99.5 
B01 La Ne ES Sh RT M 100.0 j 100.0 | X 86.4 8.2 M 99.5 99.5 

Lp ETD) Rh MA, SE SLE M 86.2 1.86.2 1X 86. 4 81.2| M 99.3 99.3 
JURE. ii ore aun daca nate mai M 86.2 | 86.2| X 86.4 | 81.2| M 99.3 99.3 
SOD OID... . oe cw ai wc me sma me M 86.21 8.2] X 86.4 81.2| M 99.3 99.3 
Detomber.. coeciaaen ines aeat M 88.27 86.2 X 86.4 1 81.2 M 99.3 99.3 

LEST Er TF M 86.2 8.2] X 85.21. 799.01 M 99.3 99.3 
BTEC. = Sin = mic wer min es mi M 86. 2 86. 2 X 85.2 79.0 | M 99.3 99.35 

Net bill, June 1936. - wilaa.de $2.30'|°$6.65 |... $1.53 | $4.08 |...... $1.59 | $4.58 

Average price per therm, June 1936_____|....._ 1.7 1 0.7% |... 14.4¢ 1°13, 3¢ 0. a 15.0¢ | 15.0¢             
  

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES 

Savannah.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. 
unit of 1,000 cubic feet). 

Washington.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. 

March 1935: Rate decrease (i. e., decrease in the price per 

A rate decrease (i. e., a decrease in the price per unit of 
-1,000 cubic feet) lowered the indexes for Dec. 1923 from 103.7 to 98.8. December 1930: Introduction of block 
meter schedule. March 1932: Change in block and rate. September 1932: A special discount was allowed 
on all bills. March 1936: Introduction of service charge, change in block and rate, and discontinuance of 
special discount. 

Birmingham.-—1%23-25: Block meter schedule. 
and March 1935; Higher B. t. u. 

March 1930: Lower B. t.u. March 1933, March 1934,
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TABLE 13.— Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936, 
inclusive—Continued 

[1923-25=100] 

M=Manufactured, N=Natural, X=Mixed manufactured and natural] 
  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

    

  
        

East South Central 

Louisville Memphis Mobile 

10.6 30.6 10.6 30.6 10.6 30.6 
Year and month therms|therms therms|therms| __. _|therms|therms 

Kind Kind Kind 
of Range of Range of Range 

an an an 
835 |Range | ator | B35 |Range| gape. | B8S |Range| ote 

heater heater heater 

Net bill, average 1923-25. _ $0.70 1 $1.51 {las $2.42 [$7.00 |... $3.64 | $10.49 

Price per therm, average 1923-25. _____|-———-_ 6.64 |. 4.94 1... 2204 12208 ___.. 34.3¢ | 34.3¢ 

1926—-March. _...__._..-2. X 121.2 | 114.1 M 100.0 | 100.0 M 100.0 100.0 
une N 92.8 95.8 M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 100.0 100.0 

September N 92.8 95.8 | M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 100.0 100.0 
December casa cue sew X 122. 141M 1160.01 100.0.) MM 1°100.0:[" 100.0 

1927—Mareh. . li ididn dint inta X an.zh11410 M {100.07 100.07 M | 107.5 88.1 
Jones lr eli Asal apd N 92.8 95.8 M | 100.0] 100.0 | M | 107.5 88.1 
SoplemDer: sii le i apd nbn N 92.8 95.8! M | 100.0] 100.0 | M 107.5 88.1 
Pocemberi i. i do Lo td X 12152:4114. 1) MM 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 107.5 88.1 

2928-—Mareh. ii. ae. oa dr xX il321c24 314.14 MM 1700.01 100.0 M | 107.5 88.1 
Jones. rr. Suse a, N 92.8 95.8 | M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 107.5 88.1 
Seplember.... coated de cibn amet N 92.8 95.8 M | 100.0 (100.0 | M | 107.5 88.1 
Pecembers.. a as. Li Ea X 121.24 114.11 M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 107.5 88.1 

1928—Mareh. 3 in nib X 121.2 4. 114.1 N 63.9 53.3 | M 107.5 88.1 
JUNG. Sr Be tn ile N 92.8 95.8 N 63.9 5.3 | M 107.5 88.1 
Soptembor: a... oo mm de abe din N 92.8 | 95.8| N 63.9 53.3 1M. [107.5 88.1 
Decemberis.. dou dinaii = 5121.2 0115.0 1 N 62.5 "381.5 1M [107-5 88.1 

1930—March. J ria X 121.2 i 115.0 N 62.5 51.5 M 107.5 84.0 
4 Tr TU he A CR AI, Gat SALT) A N 92.8 95.8 N 62.5 51.5 M 107.5 84.0 
Septomberii...ce.siaivoloaaag N 92.8 | 95.8 N 62.5 351.5 pM 107.5 84.0 
DCO MDOL Be i cms pie Em eld x OF -3121.2.1:115.0. 1 N 02.5 1 BY. 5 N. 64.1 47.8 

103 =Muarch. | iss. ic ia iin nnid X 121.2 {1 115.0 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8 
JURGLS Css Ln aad N 92.8 95.8 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8 

September... cot. aii a N 92.8 95.8 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8 
December co. cotoe bint mash Xx 1103.03 97.8 N 62.5" BLS 'N 64.1 47.8 

1932— March. oie A i aad X 103.0 97.8 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8 
N 92.8 95.8 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8 
N 92.8 95.8 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8 
X 103.0 97.8 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8 
X 103.0 | 97.8 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8 
N 92.8 95.8 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8 

September: 2 reo iato i 22 N 92.8 | 95.8| N 62.5] 51.51 °N 64.1 47.8 
DCMT Jie mettle netted ede > il103.0.}: 97.8.7 N 62.5] 81.54 N 64.1 47.8 

193¢—Mareh.. ix ec gaa b 4 127.5 132.5 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8 
£557 PRONE TL Wh PRI a 2 La X 127.5 1132. 5 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8 
CoP Der: fe en ve mewn amma a a2 X 131.4 | 136.5 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8 
DeCombOr a cian Gein utt X 131.4 | 136.5 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8 

d9356—Mareh. 2. loi oe X 131.4 | 136.5 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8 
130 bn ORO SEAR TY WORLEY X 131.4] 136.5 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8 
September... zo. ion X 131.4 | 136.5 N 62.5 51.5 N 64.1 47.8 
DOCOMDEr 2 nis bao nm desma taas X ireland. 136.5. IN 6251 51.51 N 64.1 47.8 

1936—Mareh. oa. EE X 127.5. 132.5 N 62.5 51.5 N 61.9 45.3 
June. 3. sa. ema. Lato X 131.4 | 136.5 N 62.5 51.5 N 61.9 45.3 

Net bill, June 1936 PY eR 30.921, 52.08" evn 31.51 | $3.60 |. $2.25 $4.75 

Average price per therm, June 1936_____|______ 8.9. 0.76). ....... Wd via i... = 21.2¢ 15. 5¢             
  

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES 

Louisville.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. Natural gas served when supply was adequate; otherwise 
mixed manufactured and natural gas with a lower B. t. u. Relatives for natural gas were 92.8 for range 
and 95.8 for range and water heater. For mixed gas they were 107.0 for range and 103.9 for range and water 
heater up to December 1925, when, due to a lower B. t. u., they advanced to 121.2 for range and 114.1 for 
range and water heater. December 1929: Change in B. t. u. of mixed gas. December 1931: Bills for mixed 
gas were subject to a special discount. March 1934: Change to mixed gas with higher B. t. u. for all-year 
service, introduction of straight line schedule with service charge, and discontinuance of special discount. 
September 1934: Sales tax of 3 percent became effective. January 1936: Discontinuance of 3 percent sales 
tax. May 1936: Excise tax of 3 percent became effective. 

Memphis.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. March 1929: Change from manufactured to natural gas 
Ya higher B. t. u., and introduction of block meter schedule with service charge. December 1929: Rate 
ecrease. 

Mobile.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. March 1927: Introduction of service charge and change in 
block and rate. March 1930: Change in block and rate. December 1930: Change from manufactured to 
Roan gas with higher B. t. u., change in block and rate, and decrease in service charge. March 1936: 

ate decrease,
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TABLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936, 
inclusive—Continued 

[1923-25=100] 

[M =Manufactured, N=Natural] 

‘West South Central 

Dallas Houston Little Rock 

Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms 

Kind Kind Kind 
of Rang of Range of Range 
as an as an gas an 

8 Range water : Range water Range water 
heater heater heater 

Net bill, average 1923-25... .c.oc-cnnfnauas $0.80. |:32.15 7... $2.10 | $6.25. 1-- aac $1.07 $2.05 

Price per therm, average 1923-25________|______ 5 7.06 Caras. 20. 4¢ | 20.4¢ |-..m- 10. 1¢ 6.7¢ 

I020—MalCh oer eww soars N 131.11 111.5 M 97.2 97.2 N 101.3 106. 5 
Dia RE RRMA Aan SR MR N 131.1 111.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
DT rh NR a NS N 13L1t 111.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
(BT RT Vn oR N 131.1 1.11.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 

1027 MACH... eae vg do gin mm bom N 162.0 | 123.0 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
JU oc re ns Frm nm SE N 162.0 | 123.0 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
LIE TL i A A ee. N 162.0 | 123.0 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
DOCEIMDBY ae. oho ie mm guig ett N 11620,123.0] N 5517 30.91 N {101.31 106.5 

1028-—MIArCh. i ce vee wn mcr mpm om Bee N 162.0 | 123.0 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
hE AR i SAAR Hy N 162.0 | 123.0 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
Te aL CE N |162.0]123.0| N 55.11-230.9% N.!1013] 106.5 
December. it dni N 1:162.0)-123.0 N 55.11 39.9! N [10.3 | 108.5 

N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
N 1.16004 -121.5{( N 55.11 30.91 N |101.3) 108.5 
N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.8 N 101.3 106. 5 
N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106.5 
N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106.5 
N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 

DCCRIIPOTL . ian ect ini mines N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
JOB OCI. cco. ca mm 5 en me N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 

Es EAE SR MN etl a LO LR A N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106.5 
SOD OIIDBY .... oe Rt me 25 N 1160.41.121.5 N 55.190 39.97 N 1101.8. 106.5 
5, De a GE Se Sul ROC N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 

1034—March. ... oo aeolian N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
TAO a a a aii N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
September... ohn ie a dh N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
December... hn eam rin a N 160.4 | 121.5 | N 55.1 39.9| N 101.3 106.5 

1935 Mately...... een N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 
ELL LL BA BN a I 1 N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 101.3 106. 5 

September... Lo ibn N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 103.4 108.7 
DecembDar. anaes ain N 160.4 | 121.5 N 55.1 39.9 N 103.4 108.7 

1936—Marel..cc.cs imam. N 157.9 | 118.3 N 55.1 39.9 N 103. 4 108.7 
RRA rr res Td EA pT N 157.9 | 118.3 N 55.1 39.9 N 103.4 108.7 

Net bl, JUNE Y036. Cer aeeaarr sneer oe $1.26. 132.54 (...... $1.19°| $2.49 |... --{ $1.11 $2.23 

Average price per therm, June 1936_ ____|______ 11.9] 8.3¢ Vo. 11.96 1.8. 1d 4 aucs 10. 4¢ 7.3¢             
  

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES 

Dallas.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. The introduction of a service charge increased the relative 
for June 1925 from 89.6 to 131.1 for range, and from 96.1 to 111.5 for range and water heater. March 1927: 
Increase in service charge. March 1929 and March 1936: Higher B. t. u. 

Houston.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. A rate decrease lowered the relatives for June 1925 from 
100.9 to 97.2. June 1926: Change from manufactured to natural gas with higher B. t. u., rate decrease (i. e., 
a decrease in the price per unit of 1,000 cu. ft.), and introduction of a service charge. 

Little Rock.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. Relatives for range for March and June 1923, based on the 
minimum charge were 93.5. The introduction of a service charge and a change in rates in September 
1923 increased the relative for range to 101.3 and showed an advance from 67.2 to 106.5 for range and water 
heater. September 1935: Sales tax of 2 percent became effective.



34 CHANGES IN RETAIL PRICES OF GAS, 1923-36 

TaBLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936, 
inclusive—Continued 

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  
  

    

        
                  

[1923-25=100] p 

[M=Manufactured, N=Natural] 

West South Central Mountain 

New Orleans Butte Denver 

Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms 

Kind Kind Kind 
of Range of Range of Ralize 
as an gas an gas an 

2 Range water Range water Range water 
heater heater heater 

Net bill, averageil923-25......cevcanesmnn|anece- $2.30 | $6.63 |... $4.24 |$11.79 |____. $3.00 | $8.67 

Price per therm, average 1923-25 ____..__| .____ 2.78 Tec 40.08 38.54. ..--- 28.3¢| 28.3¢ 

1028 Marceh. .. ous cacar oni <<rramreeasm M | 100.0 | 100.0 { M | 100.0 { 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 
TONG ee i nnn gma E mm M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 { M | 100.0 [ 100.0 
TT ORE Che AR M | 100.0 | 100.0 { M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 
DeCoTIDAL wine ra = re rms wm win M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 100.0 | 100.0 | M 100.0 100.0 

M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 94.7 94.7 
M [100.0 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 94.7 94.7 
M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 94.7 94.7 
M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 { 100.0 | M 94.7 94.7 
M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M | 100.0 | 100.0 {| M 94.7 94.7 
M | 100.0 | 100.0 { M | 100.0 | 100.0 | M 94.7 94.7 

Seplember. ener ane iepn ns N 64.7| 47.5 M | 100.0 100.0 | N 70.0 47.5 
December. Co bl sen acorns N 54.7 | 47.5 M | 100.0 | 100.0 | N 70.0 47.5 

Sl ERE | RA fn SN SL oF N 547| 47.5| M [100.0(100.0| N 70.0 47.5 
FONE idee N 54.7 | 47.5 M | 100.0 | 100.0 | N 70.0 47.5 
September... encase naan N 547] 47.5| M [100.0 100.0 N 70.0 47.5 
CET EL A RA Ss N 54.7| 47.5| M [100.0 100.0 | N 70.0 47.5 

1030 March. .....cconscosanieyrsna-nnng N 54.7 | 47.5| M | 100.0 | 100.0 | N 70.0 47.5 
nett a ir NE CB vc N 54.7 | 47.5| M | 100.0 | 100.0 | N 70.0 47.5 

September. LoL cow. ool Shas N 54.7 ( 47.51 M [100.0 | 100.0; N 70.0 47.5 
December ca id an. inate ion N 54.71 47.51 M 1100.0 100.0 N 70.0 47.5 

rho Rn FO EA I en I ls N 547| 47.5] M [100.0 100.0| N 70.0 47.5 
1 1 I 1 me ES Cy WR CL N 5471 47.51 M 1100.0(100.0] N 70.0 47.5 
Sep... core cima name im as N 54.7| 47.5| N 42.7 | 244| N 70.0 47.5 
BE TIT 1) eT YS SEL N M7| 47.5 N 42.7 | 24.4| N 70.0 47.5 

141 EH TR GL Rl Le N 547| 47.5 N 42.7] 244| N 70.0 47.5 
JORB deta a N 547 475 | N 42.7] 44| N 70.0 47.5 
September N 54.74 47.5 -N 271m 4) N 70.0 47.5 
BeCOMDel. no -cecvnne nna N 547] 47.5| N 42.7] 244| N 70.0 47.5 

1933—March, ...cen-s-rrxsen N 547] 47.5] N 427. 441 N 70.0 47.5 
01) eb Ln CR N 54.7 | 47.5| N 42.7| 24.4| N 70.0 47.5 
September N 54.7 | 47.5 | N 42.7] 44| N 70.0 47.5 
DecomDY.  - oavnrs meanness N 564.7 | 47.5 | N 42.7] 244] N 70.0 47.5 

rh oL ET C0 RR Se Me Si N 54.7] 47.5 | N 42.7| 24.4| N 70.0 47.5 
7110; PEAR a EI a N 54.7| 47.5| N 42.7| 244| N 70.0 47.5 

September... bo a ae a... N 5870 47. 50 N 42.7| 244| N 70.0 47.5 
RET ET i an TN es Sik, TA N 54.7 47.5 | N 42.7| 24.4| N 70.0 47.0 

LATE CRRA oR Sable DTA N 64.7 47.5| N 42.71 244 N 71.4 47.9 
eel Nr ETE RR Me N 54.7 | 47.5| N 42.7| 24.4| N 71.4 47.9 
September. Cg nen N 54.7 | 47.5| N 42.7| 244| N 71.4 47.9 
Decameron N 54.7 i 47.57 N 26.2 518.4 N 71.4 47.9 

1036 MIBICH i conan none: Sanam amas N 54.7.1 47.5.1 N 2.21. 13.41"N 71.4 47.9 
JUNO, Cd a a tw N 547 47.5 N 26.2' (18.4. N 71.4 47.9 

Noth, June 1936. =. oo. eal $1.26 V'%3.15 i. S$. 20h $2.14 | $4.15 

Average price per therm, June 1936_____|._____ 11.94] 10.38... 10:54; “Ig i 20.2¢| 13.6¢ 

  

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES 

New Orleans.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. September 1928: Change from manufactured to natural 
gas, with higher B. t. u., and introduction of straight line schedule with service charge. 

Butte.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. September 1931: Change from manufactured to natural gas, 
with higher B. t. u., and introduction of straight line schedule with service charge. December 1935: Reduc- 
tion in service charge. 

Denver.—1923-25: Straight line schedule. March 1927: Rate decrease (i. e., a decrease in the price per unit 
of 1,000 cu. ft.). September 1928: Change from manufactured to natural gas, with higher B. t. u., and intro- 
duction of block meter schedule with service charge. December 1934: Rate decrease. March 1935: Sales 
tax of 2 percent became effective.
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TaBLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936, 
inclusive—Continued 

[1923-25=100] 

[M=Manufactured, N=Natural, X=Mixed manufactured and natural] 

  

  

  

  

    

    
  

  
  

    

    

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

    
                    

Mountain Pacific 

Salt Lake City Sos fngvies, Portland, Oreg. 

Year and month 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 10.6 | 30.6 
therms|therms therms|therms therms|therms 

Kind Kind Kind 
of Range of Range of Range 
gas an gas an gas and 

Range water Range water Range water 
heater heater heater 

Net bill, average 1925-25... cee cuaennmmans mem $53.68 13056 _..... $0.86 | $2.48 |...... $2.31 | $5.92 

Price per therm, average 1923-25... ; Sl. 260-2. 2. B.140 8 0g. 21.8¢ | 19.3¢ 

1926—March 92.5 x 98.9 98.9 M 102.0 102. 4 
June._. 2.51 X 98.9 98.9 | M 102.0 102. 4 
September 92.5] X 98.9 98.9 | M 102.0 102.4 
December 92.5 X 98.9 | 98.9 | M 102.0 102.4 

1927—Marech. . ....ccieeea 92.5 N 103.2 1103.2 M 101.0 101.2 
i RAR a RS Ar RSE 93.4 N 103.21103.2 | M 101.0 101.2 

Seplember....cnae uci cubes . 93.4 N 103.21 103.2 M 101.0 101.2 
PecoIbOr.... caus it nnn snes 3 97.2] N {303.2 ] 103.2] M | 101.0: 101.2 

LE CT ee | Se TRS 0 97.2 N 103.2 {103.21 M 101.0 101.2 
Junho... cu-- i A 101.7 N 103.2 1103.2 | M 101.0 101.2 
September... aie co nensianiawim X 101.7 N 103.2 1103.2 | M 101.0 101.2 
December. - coc aed eigr ems j 101.71 N | 143.91105.01 M | 101.0:1%.101.2 

1920 Mareh. ce ee dead , 101.71 N (148.9 :105.0{ M | 101.0]. 100.7 
JUG a ncaa Rds har ttn dna es 101.7 N 148.9 | 105.0 | M | 101.0 100.7 
SO PUOINDOL.. - tae ag cig ww rman mn 3 42.6 N 11489 1-105.0 |. M 1 101.0 + 100.7 
December. - A : 42.6 | N | 148.9 | 105.0 | M | 101.0 | 100.7 

1930—Mareh. oe a ae \ 42.6 | 'N 148.91 105.0. {- M. | 101.0 1::100.7 
JUNE Ec ant aie sag 4 42.6| N |148.9]105.0| M | 101.0 | 100.7 
lg ETE BN ISIC Vas A LRN sy 42.6| N 148.9 | 105.0 | M 101.0 100.7 
DeCOINDBE ica rade tn cmeibns mantis o 42.6 N 148.9 | 105.0 | M 101.0 100.7 

1931 —MAarch. cue adit sdb an cit ni ris | 42.6 | N |148.9]105.0 | M | 101.0 | 100.7 
TURE... enn deena pnw mi hemi 42.6 | N 148.9 | 105.0 | M 101.0 100.7 

September... / 42.6] N |148.9{105.0! M | 101.0] 100.7 
DECOMPILE = - oi a digs ie in islam in ms y 42.6 N 148.9 1 105.0 | M 101.0 100.7 

1032 —Mareh.comenceae at ioc cnen cima 3 42.6 | N 148.9 | 105.0 | M 101.0 100. 7 
JUNG... concent R dete ne dann .4 | 42.6 N 148.9 | 105.0 | M | 101.0 100.7 
September... inn. eins h 42,6 | N |148.9]105.0 | M | 101.0 | 100.7 
Deer adele acca ; 42.6 | N 148.9 1 105.0 | M 101.0 100. 7 

JO33—Mareh. concn iii nba A 42.6 | N 148.9 | 105.0 | M 101.0 100.7 
JUNE. 0. eed ar gin nnn She bn nae ? 42.6 | N 147.0 | 102.6 | M 101.0 100.7 
September... dc. fon’. ..sa 43.5| N [146.1 101.4 | M | 101.0 | 100.7 
DemIDOY. i < ccid ine bale mien wim wien 43.5 N 146.1 | 101.4 | M | 101.0 100.7 

1034 MAPCH..... cc iri wim wl esr mo 43.5 N 146.1 1101.4 | M | 101.0 | 100.7 
JUNO 2 i nit mde fm ain D ad mi 4 43.5 N 146.1 | 101.4 | M | 101.0 100.7 
September... Jd aii einen. 43.51 N {146.141 101.4 M 101.0. 100.7 
December... ol oan. 43.5| N [146.1 101.4 M | 101.0 | 100.7 

1035 Marella an nit a stots Shem 43.5 N 146.1 | 101.4 M 101.0 100.7 
JUNG. a a He ate CE cL 43.5 N 146.1 | 101.4 | M 101.0 100.7 
September....docb fads sin > 43.5 N 146.1 | 101.4 M 101.0 100.7 
December. o.av inns dementia ni E 48.5 N 1146.1 (101.4; M .1'100.0 100.7 

1036—Mareh.....c oc. did nictonh ances A 43.5 N 146.1 98.4 M 101.0 100.7 
GE ME ROR Ci Lent Sal RT 43.5 N 146. 1 98.4 M 101.0 100.7 

Nel bill, June 1986... cc cdee-to es. L020 A $116 |v. $1.20 92.43 Jeunes $2. 34 5.96 

Average price per therm, June 1936 13,06 aaa: 11.86 1:.:8.08 '____.s 22. 0¢ 19. 5¢   
  

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES 

Salt Lake City.—1923-25: Block meter schedule with service charge. Due to higher B. t. u. for September 
1924 the relatives decreased from 101.3 to 100.5 for range and from 104.0 to 102.9 for range and water heater. 
A further decline in March 1925 to 97.8 for range and 92.5 for range and water heater was due to change in 
block, rate, and service charge. June and December 1927 and June 1928: Lower B. t. u. September 1929: 
Change from manufactured to natural gas with higher B. t. u., change in block and rate, and decrease in 
service charge. September 1933: Sales tax of 2 percent became effective. 

Los Angeles (2 companies).—1923-25: Block meter schedules. Higher B. t. u. for June 1923 lowered the 
relatives from 111.6 to 98.9. March 1927: Change from mixed to natural gas with higher B. t. u., and change 
in block and rate. December 1928: Introduction of straight line schedule with service charge. June and 
September 1933: Introduction of block meter schedules with service charge at different dates by the two 
companies. March 1936: Introduction of a separate block meter schedule with service charge available to 
customers using major appliances in addition to a range. 

Portland, Oreg.—1923-25: Block meter schedule with service charge. March 1926: Rate increase. 
March 1927: Rate decrease. March 1929: Change in block and rate.
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TaBLE 13.—Indexes of retail prices of gas, by cities, March 1926 to June 1936, 
inclusive—Continued 

[1923-25=100] 

[M =Manufactured, N=Natural, X=Mixed manufactured and natural] 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Pacific 

San Francisco Seattle 

Year and month 10.6 30. 6 10.6 30. 6 
therms | therms therms | therms 

Kind Range Kind Range 
of gas and of gas nd 

Range water Range water 
heater heater 

Net-bill, average 1923-25 oon cot eee | ene $1.89 mt $3.16 $8.08 

Price per therm, average 1923-25... ..cecememueuaf-un-a-- 17. 8¢ 12.840 29. 8¢ 26. 4¢ 

1026—March. =. cf Lage sacs ane samp nae ats M 96.8 96.8| M 100.0 100.0 
E10 Ld AE pt Ba ER CB EI le Rodi M 96.8 96.8 M 100.0 100.0 
September. x. ci ee ene h ears M 96. 8 96.8 | M 100.0 100.0 
dB TN) a a Co i OI, Ta M 96. 8 96.8 | M 100. 0 100.0 

1 Ti ACI I SE Hh SE EEE LR A M 96. 8 96.8 | M 100.0 100. 0 
Fro AAR SOE Lio ah, i SER 0 Rd aly M 96.8 96.8 M 100.0 100. 0 
Septembor. oe a nt M 96. 8 96.8 | M 100. 0 100. 0 
it lal A rR ard TM ETL SO NER M 96.8 96.8 | M 100.0 100.0 

JOOR-TVEATONL ca mn nmnt i ci Be me ie mpm mp ies M 95.8 95.8 | M 100.0 100.0 
511 1: Cori St WO Ac Jt TS Lo SAE 1 L9E M 95.8 95.81 M 100.0 100.0 
ATTN I LL WE SR A A tS SE EE en a M 95.8 95.8 | M 100. 0 100. 0 
Decerber. oe LE M 95.8 95.8 | M 100. 0 100. 0 

41 SY RT CR TO A MN SRE ah Wo ded M 91.7 91.7 | M 100. 0 100.0 
Noy EAR NERD Sv LIRR SEL CRE CI 7 le M 91.7 91.7 M 100. 0 100.0 
BeterIbor. ca. Lo a a X 86.9 86.9 | M 100.0 100.0 
December. cola X 82.7 82.7| M 100.0 100.0 

1030--Marela.; ... cou dn A N 72.9 52.4 | M 100.0 100.0 
Janel rt a Lay N 72.9 524 M 100.0 100. 0 
September... cnet or Lal N 72.9 524 M 100. 0 90.3 
December. 5. Leh hr eas Lait N 72.9 524 M 100. 0 90.3 

N 72.9 52.41 M 100. 0 90.3 
N 72.9 524 | M 100.0 90.3 
N 72.9 524 M 100.0 90. 3 
N 72.9 524 M 95.3 64.0 
N 72.9 52.4 | M 95.3 64.0 
N 72.9 52.4 M 95.3 64.0 

September. de.c lil an rapa N 72.9 524| M 98.1 65.9 
December. count bauradis. ca tb L mt N 72.9 52.4 | M 98.1 65.9 

1083 MArel..... cow-al lob Sion AL Sei N 72.9 524 M 98.1 65.9 
Junell, ...pea..diiddl Gloorll  L A NM a N 72.9 52.4 | M 98.1 65.9 
September... ... loi hood. soos TL Ee N 72.9 524 | M 98.1 65.9 
December.eo... cc il dit i Ni bh N 72.9 52.4 | M 98.1 65.9 

1034 March ..cacue tis dill aa N 72.9 524 | M 98.1 65.9 
JANE... urngmnedcuibded sad. So SLA RE N 72.9 524 | M 98.1 65.9 
September..c... coll di di Le N 72.9 52.4 | M 98.1 65.9 
DeCetAbor ann ne ton ism dad de dE 3S N 72.9 52.4 1-“M 98.1 65.9 

1035—-Marel.... oceania db dL CO N 72.9 52.4 | M 98.1 65.9 
JURE. Lode aliens oh ad mm me ie os Sgn smd A N 72.9 52.4 | M 98.1 65.9 
September..C...... lh coll Joa ful N 72.9 524 M 98.1 65.9 
December. cou. abot leg N 72.9 524 | M 98.1 65.9 

1936—Marcl..a.eamime-nabin dodo oe oan ii N 72.9 52.4 M 938.1 65.9 
45s a A ME SC Lm NE SRR SLE Re N 67.2 45.7| M 98.1 65.9 

Net DL, June 1036... oo sa eae ere eons pte $1.27 $2.49 {oo $3.10 $5.32 

Average price per therm, June 1936_______________|...... 12. 0¢ 0g Fon MIRAE 20. 2¢ 17. 4¢             
  

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES AFFECTING RELATIVES 

San Francisco.—1923-25: Block meter schedule. Rate increases (i. e., an increase in the price per unit 
of 1,000 cu. ft.) advanced the relatives from 93.7 in March 1923 to 101.9 for March 1924, and 107.0 for March 
1925. A rate decrease in December 1925 lowered the relatives to 96.8. March 1928 and March 1929: Rate 
decreases. September 1929: Change from manufactured to mixed gas with higher B. t. u. December 
1929: Higher B. t. u. March 1930: Change from mixed to natural gas with higher B. t. u., change in block 
and rate, and introduction of service charge. June 1936: Change in block and rate, and discontinuance of 
service charge. 

Seattle.—1923-25: Block meter schedule with service charge. September 1930: Introduction of separate 
block meter schedule with service charge. available to customers using major appliances in addition to a 
range. December 1931: Introduction of new block meter schedules with service charge, and measurement 
of consumption on a thermal basis. September 1932: Sales tax of 3 percent became effective.



TABLE 14.—Summarized data used in the computation of retail prices of gas, by companies, March 1923—-June 1936, inclusive 

[Kinds of gas are indicated as follows: M =manufactured, N=natural, and X=mixed manufactured and natural] 
  

  

  

    

          

    

            

Typical consumption and type of rate ! 

Service charge Service charge Net price per 
Net monthly bills b b 

i . Cubic feet equivalent | Rate struc- Rate struc- 
Heating to— ture Cubic ture Cubic 

; i Kind |Value in Amount | feet in- Amount | feet in- 
City and period of gas | British cluded cluded 

thermal : 
units 

10.6 therms| 30.6 therms 10.6 therms 30.6 therms 10.6 therms| 30.6 therms 

10.6 30.6 Range and y Range and 
Range water Range Range and water heater Range water | therms |therms 

heater heater 

New England 
Boston: ; 

Co. 1: Cents | Cents 
Mar. 19232-Jan. 31,1924 _____.__ M 535 1,980 5,720, | Straight Hne |. .ceeenadelswmmem Straightline co. ouonan. $2. 48 $7.15 23.4 23.4 
Feb. 1, 1924-Sept. 30,1929... M 535 1, 980 5,720 |.uau Ls EN EERE RCC | Ut MII ER do... illic. te Batis 2.38 6. 86 22.4 22.4 
Oct. 1,1929-Aug. 31,1932. _____ M 535 1,980 5,720. bums do....... 80, 50 limi a mse 10.aaaac $0. 50:0 ee 2.48 6.22 23.4 20. 3 
Sept. 1, 1932-Sept. 26,1934. .___ M 535 1, 980 5,720 Vue nat C0... Le PRDREES Block.....-- 1. 00 200 2.48 5.70 23.4 18.6 
Sent: 27,1934-June 15, 1936. __. M 535 1, 980 5,720 1... 40.5. 0.2 . 60 100... do... ..ii 1.00 200 2.48 5.70 . 4 18.6 
0. 2: 
July 1, 1922-Jan. 1, 1924 ______. M 535 1, 980 5, 7200... eed Bal nly pli Straightline. C.....aclemcnsunn 2.48 7.15 23.4 23.4 
Jan. 2,1924-Mar. 31,1925______ M 535 1, 980 5,720 ¥-os 00 lesan tw i fe en (LB any INRA 2.38 6. 86 22.4 22.4 
Apr.1,1925-Jan. 31,1934.____.. M 535 1,980 5,720]... -..do. .. OHI [oa ale ss nl 1 ER St Ky] SRE WA 2.28 6. 58 21.5 21.5 
Feb. 1, 1934-June 15, 1936_ _____ M 535 1, 980 5.720 1...o do. .i li solos BlOOK Svs limon grr tle mcm 2.28 5.63 21.5 18.4 

Fall River: 
Sept. 15, 19212-Aug. 31, 1929_____ M 528 2,010 5,800 | Bloek on cl foi temas 1 [1 RE SRE, YT 2.31 6.67 21.8 21.8 
Sept. 1, 1929-June 15, 1936... M 528 2,010 5,800%...... dor t..c. .75 300 {ema 4d0......- 75 360 2.53 5.94 23.9 19.4 

Manchester: 
Jan. 1,1922-Feb. 28,1924 ____.___. M 565 1,880 5,420 |... d0.us.. Bors pier IN] FeTeey 40: 00m +25 fhmsaaat 2.88 7.84 27.2 25.6 
Mar. 1, 1924-Feb. 28,1928 ______. M 565 1, 880 5,420 Y..... do... ry Li iy | RN d0... 0. Fe Tg (NEI TR 2.69 7.30 25. 4 23.8 
Mar. 1, 1928-Aug. 31, 1931. ....... M 525 2, 020 5,330 |....- 5 TAR 1. 00 600 wu do......- 1.00 600 2.85 7.13 26. 8 23.3 
Sept. 1, 1931-Jan. 31,1934. ._..... M 525 2, 020 5,830 {Lowes 40.0 1.00 600 {.---. do... eo. 1.40 600 2.85 6.49 26. 8 21.2 
Feb. 1, 1934-June 15,1936... ___ M 525 2, 020 5,830 [ow do. 1.00 600 .co dozmeass 1.40 600 2.85 5. 67 26.8 18.5                 
See footnotes at end of table. 
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TABLE 14.— Summarized data used in the computation of retail prices of gas, by companies, March 1923-June 1936, inclusive—Continued 

[Kinds of gas are indicated as follows: M =manufactured, N =natural, and X=mixed manufactured and natural] 
  
  

  

  

    

  

      

  

  

  

          
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  

    
          

Typical consumption and type of rate ! 

Service charge Service charge : Net monthly bills | Net Price per 
Heati Cubic feet equivalent | Rate struc- Rate struc- 

eating to— ture Cubic ture Cubic 
y ; Kind |Value in Amount | feet in- Amount | feet in- 

City and period of gas British cluded cluded 
thermal 
units 

10.6 therms| 30.6 therms 10.6 therms 30.6 therms 10.6 therms| 30.6 therms 

10.6 30.6 
: Range and Range and 
Range water Range Range and water heater Range water | therms |therms 

heater heater 

New England—Continued 

New Haven: Cents | Cents 

Mar. 1922 -Dec. 31,1924 _________ M 528 2,010 5,800 | Straight line $0. 50 100 | Straightline $0. 50 100 $2. 51 $6. 49 23.6 21.2 

Jan. 1, 1925-June 15, 1936. ooo ---- M 528 2,010 5,800 | <= do... . 100 {----- 40... . 50 100 2.41 6. 20 22.7 20.3 

Portland, Maine: 
Nov. 1,1922-Dec. 31,1925... M 525 2,020 5,330 | Block. iar eo mamma Blocks oor Se re rs 3.13 8.85 29.5 28.9 

Jan. 1,1926-0¢t. 31,1926... M 525 2,020 5,830 1... ata! IRR! BE TC Pea G0. cir fon cide mn dhas nan 3.03 8. 56 28.6 28.0 

Nov. 1,1926-Apr. 5,1933....-en-- M 525 2,020 5,830 | Straightline 2 cman Straight line 5.50 Linen Emm 3.03 2.79 28.5 25.5 

Apr. 6,1933-Jan.4,1935. ccae_-- M 525 2,020 5,830.1... 0-23 1.00 400]- ~~ do... 1.00 400 3.03 7.79 28.5 25.5 

$ J 20 5,1935-June 15,1936... __ M 525 2,020 330 if ~~~ A0..inus 1.00 400 1 Block....--- 1.00 400 3.03 6. 51 28.5 21.3 

rovidence: 
Feb. 1,1923-May 31,1923 ________ M 510 2, 080 6,000 | Block..... oe oS fe enn i TT i D0 add 2.79 7.10 26.3 23.2 

June 1, 1923-Mar.1,1925________. M 510 2, 080 6,000 joao d0....a0ms M1 PEAR do 3.1 CRE 2.68 6.80 25.3 2.2 

Mar. 2,1925-June 30, 1926________ M 510 2, 080 6,000 J--..c 40.....:> WL a do... A EL 2.57 6. 50 24.3 21.2 

July 1, 1926-Dec. 31,1931... M 510 2, 080 6,000 {.---- d0..5 3 wr 2 Lo aha Sel. BONS do.ooic-- OO jak oo 2.58 6.10 24.3 19.9 

Jan. 1, 1932-June 15, 1936... .----- M 510 2,080 6,000 1...- do... _ .70 200]. «<= 30... .... .70 200 2.57 6.10 24.3 19.9 

Middle Atlantic 

Buffalo: 
Mar. 1923 3 X 900 1,180 3,400 | Straight line. .coenloie onan Straight line .73 2.11 6.9 6.9 

JUNC AOD 3. cae rion m mG ae X 900 1,180 3;400 1... Ci it om ho WAL os re, RA nih Hr Hepiyag, do 73 2.10 6.9 6.8 

Sept. 1923 3 X 900 1, 180 3,400 (wad 3s Ue Man I ey KR Dl [ied do 22 2.08 6.8 6.8 

Der. 19232. vii dennis X 900 1, 180 3, 400} a i Te Sa. oe Resa edu IIS iin Im 0. cl fees 2 2.07 6.8 6.8 

Mar: 1024 5. coi ci dian deiiasa X 900 1, 180 3,400 |....- '; TOR Sa VEO Rr TM RR (i Le Aa ne LOS Jn We, .73 2.09 6.9 6.8 

June 1924 3 hd X 900 1, 180 3,400 Jonni i ey SR TE Ce, SAE do Sof 4 2.05 6.7 6.7 

Sept. 1924-Dec. 17, 1925_________ X 900 1,180 3,400 |..-_- [s { aS] Lat WRI, Dg nl opi, do at vl 2.04 6.7 6.7 

Dec. 18, 1925-June 15, 1936. ____ X 900 1,180 3,400 3... 7; I a, ar da Ie NY do i] 2.21 7.2 7.2                   
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Newark: 
Mar. 27, 1922-Apr. 30,1924 _____ M 525 2,020 5,530: 1... 1 Tata 8! STL et a ei do 
May 1, 1924-June 30, 1929_______ M 525 2,020 5, 530: 4x adel a I i aes do....... 
July 1, 1929-Sept. 30, 1935_______ M 525 2, 020 5,330 1 Bloek.....c- 1.00 400° | Block. .... 
Oct. 1, 1935-June 15, 1936... __ M 525 2, 020 5,830 7. ...: Onuiias 1.00 400: (5... Onis 

New York: 
Co. 1,2,7,5%,9, and 10; 

Oct. 1, 1922-Dec. 9, 1934______. M 540 1, 960 5070: (~Straichtline. |... .c.i| ooo oue Straight Hne {. ....conefesrneasx 
Dec. 10, 1934-June 15, 1936. ...| M 540 1, 960 5,670 |. cna LIAR 1 ION oir IRE. or To By TONER RRL ln es 
0.3: 
Oct. 1, 1922-Dec. 9, 1934_______ M 540 1, 960 5600 i..... i AERRIIR RECOGEE  S TOR lel dos. io ada fait 
Dec. 10, 1934-Aug. 31,1935____.| M 540 1, 960 5,670 i...... do. ol... iii rT doses cule ot, 
Sept. 1, 1935-June 15, 1936... M 540 1, 960 5,670) =... CL Me Eaten Kh Sa he U0 AR 5 TEN | © IR ON 
0. 4: 
Oct. 1, 1922-Aug. 14, 1931____._ M 540 1, 960 i 0... a IT BR LE Te Se Oe 
Aug. 15, 1931-Dec. 9, 1934_____ M 540 1, 960 5,670 1. do, ...0% 1.00 600 |... do." Sel 1.00 600 
Dec. 10, 1934-Dec. 14, 1935____| M 540 1, 960 5610: =... do... ..; 41.02 600; =2..o doco it 41.02 600 
vl 15, 1935-June 15, 1936____.| M 540 1, 960 5,670; Bloek....... 41.02 600: |. Block......c 41.02 600 

0. 5: 
Jan. 1, 1923-Feb. 28, 1933__ ___ M 540 1, 960 5,670: | Straightline... .......l--oo ae Straight Hine. lee civ oo fwaiirres 
Mar. 1, 1933-Dec. 9, 1934______ M 540 1, 960 5,670: ..... do... 1.00 500 {we dono 1.00 500 

oo: 10, 1934-June 15, 1936__._._.| M 540 1, 960 .02 41.02 
0. 6: 
Nov. 1, 1922-July 31, 1927_____ M 540 1, 960 
Aug. 1, 1927-Dec. 31, 1928_____ M 540 1, 960 
Jan. 1, 1929-Sept. 30, 1929_____ M 540 1, 960 
Oct. 1, 1929-Deec. 31, 1931______ M 540 1, 960 
Jan. 1, 1932-Dec. 9, 1934 _______ M 540 1, 960 
Des, 10, 1934-June 15, 1936. _._..| M 540 1, 960 

0. 11; 
Oct. 1, 1922-Dec. 9, 1934 ______ M 540 1, 960 
Dec. 10, 1934-Aug. 31, 1935____| M 540 1, 960 

ii 1, 1935-June 15, 1936____.. | M 540 1, 960 
0. 12: 
Aug. 30, 1922-June 7, 1923_____ M 540 1, 960 
June 8, 1923—-Apr. 30, 1927_____ M 540 1, 960 
May 1, 1927-Dec. 31, 1932_____ M 540 1, 960 
Jan. 1, 1933-Dec. 9, 1934_______ M 540 1,960 
Dec. 10, 1934-Sept. 30, 1935_.___| M 540 1, 960 
Oct. 1, 1935~-June 15, 1936__.___ M 540 1,960 

Philadelphia: 
Jan. 1907 =Dec. 31, 1930_________ M 530 2, 000 

Jan. 1, 1931-Sept. 30, 1932_____ M 530 2, 000 
Oct. 1, 1932-June 15, 1936_ ____ M 530 2, 000 

Pittsburgh: 
Cea. 1: 

Dec. 1921 2-July 14, 1924 _______ N 1,130 940 2,710 | Straightline. Straightline. een aca 
July 15, 1924-June 15, 1936__._.| N 1,130 940 2.70... dOuivc is ifoutassacslis sus baal esias PRONE real RE Mot TR 
0.2; 
Dec. 1921 2-Nov. 14, 1923______ N 1,100 960 2, 780 faut LL er AM rr SON Lo marr Sel do cesta ois 
Nov. 15, 1923-June 15, 1936... N 1,100 960 2780) es 7 11 TPR APL TEPC G0 FOE CL) A docs sidoucovcons va iniges                     

See footnotes at end of table. 
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TABLE 14.—Summarized data used in the computation of retail prices of gas, by companies, March 1923-J une 1936, inclusive—Continued 

[Kinds of gas are indicated as follows: M =manufactured, N=natural, and X=mixed manufactured and natural] 

Typical consumption and type of rate ! 

Service charge | Service charge : 
Net monthly bills | Net price per 

Heati Cubic feet equivalent | Rate struc- Rate struc- 
eating to— ture Cubic ture Cubic 

ci a por Kind Value in Amount | feet in- Amount | feet in- 
ity and period of gas | British cluded cluded 

thermal 
units 3 

10.6 therms| 30.6 therms 10.6 therms 30.6 therms 10.6 therms| 30.6 therms 

10.6 30.6 
Range and : Range and 

Range water Range Range and water heater Range water therms |therms 
heater heater 

Middle Atlantic— Continued 

Pittsburgh— Continued. : 
03; Cents | Cents 
Dec. 1921 2-June 1924 __________ N 1,100 960 S70 Straightline oto iu oe Straightline ll... loki e cam 5 $1. 00 $1.39 9.4 4,5 
Sept. 1924 2-June 1936. . ____.__ N 1,100 960 2-730. 0 i iy Emr vie re fe wim mm] ses {1 Ym tii} ER iit | nh dy 51.00 1.67 9.4 5.5 

Rochester: 
Oct. 15, 1922-Aug. 31,1923_.__..| M 537 1,970 5.7001... I Da Loan | Cede, Rain | oi fT DN 8 LEE EO § i Se 2.07 5.99 19.5 19.5 

Sept. 1, 1923-Mar. 31, 1933....| M 537 1, 970 5700.01... .. ORE he Sand | Een! ¢ SR "3 Lr TINIE ERE ent | Rad 1.97 5.70 18.6 18.6 

g Apr. 1, 1933-June 15, 1936 -___ M 537 1,970 Fr REY ERS CGR! SR Da Block... i a endian amen 1.97 5. 56 18.6 18.2 

cranton: 
June 1922 2-Dec. 31,1923. ___..| M 540 1,960 G70 Dr JOSIE Fie CRG] § San PR 1 Ad Fs Fr Cheusingtl § Shean acs] L ELSRINIIOI 3.14 8.27 29.6 27.0 

Jan. 1, 1924-Dec. 1925... _.... M 540 1, 960 Em 1 PTR i Mh ESR E a LPIA Lin Biel Sd 2.94 7.84 yy od 25.6 

Mar. 1926-June 30, 1926 ______ M 530 2, 000 FE ea dO a ta as Ca GO psi rill tors om Swine fom mpm 3.00 7.96 28.3 26.0 

July 1, 1926-Sept.. 1929. _______ M 530 2, 000 5770 1. do... 30 a a rf ana G0 ious $0. 75:00 anes 3.05 6.97 28.8 22.8 

Dec." 1929-June 15, 1936... ___. M 520 2, 040 5,880" |... do cor {SEER yas iO A £1 Eon 3.10 7.08 29.2 23.1 

East North Central 

Chicago: 
Feb. 1, 1922-July 31,1923 _....... M 530 2, 000 iT TE J, 40. . 60 400:1....- do... ..- 60 400 2.20 5.97 20.8 19. 5 

Aug. 1, 1923-Mar. 31, 1928____.___ M 530 2, 000 Sed 01, ERS . 60 400.11... A007. ewe 60 400 2.12 5.70 20.0 18.6 

Apr. 1, 1928-Oct. 14, 1931________ M 530 2,000 5,770 | Straight line .60 400 | Straight line 60 400 2.04 5.43 19.2 17.8 

Oct. 15, 1931-June 30, 1933___._ _. x 800 1,330 3,830 | |Block....... . 58 ¢950 | Block....... 58 6 250 1.95 5.12 18.4 16.7 

July 1, 1933-June 15, 1936... X 800 1,330 3,830 4 -.- A0us-=sss . 58 8250 |...-- 305. 58 6 250 1.94 4,69 18.3 15.3 
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Cincinnati: 
Dec. 15, 1921-Mar, 31, 1925... __ N 1,100 960 AL A do... or a Nl RY | (RAIL | JETS doin 
Apr. 1,1925-May 31,1925. ..__.. X 880 1, 200 8,430! {...... i Tou ERR i ER ed SOO PATE ER {it | 
June 1, 1925-December 1929_____ X 880 1,200 S3a%0; |. 1 Mn | ES te Re LE, O0en ces {55a mr A) =m aimrd 
March 1930-Apr. 26, 1935________ x 865 1,230 3,540 [-.... 77 FANT J BER oC | TUR, Gi LE Lig 1 UAE: {i Ped | SR bee 
Apr. 27, 1935-June 15, 1936. ____ X 865 1,230 S540 ]....0 1 MRA | GARI | SR | 80. cet seid eid 

Cleveland: 
Feb. 1, 1922-May 27,1923... __.. N 1,100 960 hit IN Sr {a | Learner | IER | RGR a | SAIN | GEIS 
May 28, 1923-Dec. 10, 1925______ N 1,100 960 eri 1H ARR 0% sud BO rrr Ble rtd do... +0 fiend 
Dec. 11, 1925-Sept. 29, 1934______ N 1,100 960 D120 hea | OR, BU Al crvircrirmrurn frre 7 RR 380 sd 
Sept. 30, 1934-June 15, 1936______ N 1,100 960 ri) [RRA | Sas. IRS | TT G0. emeitt £ 

Columbus: 
Co. 1: 

July 12, 1921-May 15,1925....| N 1, 050 1,010 
May 16, 1925-Feb. 17,1927__._| N 1, 050 1,010 
Feb. 18, 1927-Jan. 31, 1933_____ N 1, 050 1,010 
Feb. 1, 1933-June 15, 1936. ____ N 1, 050 1,010 
0r 2 

July 12, 1921-June 10, 1925____| N 1, 050 1,010 
June 11, 1925-Feb. 17,1927. ._.| N 1, 050 1, 010 
Feb. 18, 1927-June 15, 1936.___.| N 1, 1,010 

* Detroit: 
Feb. 15, 1922-Apr. 30, 1924 ______ M 600 1,770 
May 1, 1924-Dec. 30, 1925_______ M 530 2, 000 
Dec. 31, 1925-June 8, 1932. ______ M 530 2, 000 
June 9, 1932-June 30, 1933. ______ M 530 2, 000 
July 1,1933-Apr. 7, 1935. .......... M 530 2, 000 
Apr. 8, 1935-June 15, 1936. _____ M 530 2, 000 

Indianapolis: 
June 1922 Apr. 30,1926. . .._..| M 570 1, 860 
May 1, 1923-June 30, 1924... _____ M 570 1, 860 
July 1, 1924-Feb. 28, 1926________ M 570 1, 860 
Mar. 1, 1926-June 30, 1927_______ M 570 1, 860 
July 1, 1927-Apr. 30, 1936________ M 570 1, 860 
May 1, 1936-June 15, 1936_______ M 570 1, 860 

Milwaukee: 
June 19, 1922-July 31, 1923_ _____ M 520 2,040 
Aug. 1, 1923-June 15, 1936_______ M 520 2, 040 

Peoria: 
Nov. 20, 1920-May 10, 1926______ M 565 1, 880 
May 11, 1926-June 30, 1931______ M 565 1, 880 
July 1, 1931-Mar. 11, 1932_______ M 565 1,880 
Mar, 12, 1932-June 15, 1936______ N 1, 000 1, 060 

Springfield: 
May 15, 1921 -May 5, 1923_ ____ M 565 1,880 
May 6, 1923-May 31, 1926_______ M 565 1, 880 
June 1, 1926-June 24, 1931_..____.| M 565 1, 880 
June 25, 1931-Jan. 21, 1932_______ M 565 1, 880 
Jan. 22, 1932-June 10, 1934_______ N 1, 000 1, 060 
June 11, 1934-June 15, 1936. _____ N 1,000 1, 060           

See footnotes at end of table. 
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TABLE 14.—Summarized data used in the computation of retail prices of gas, by companies, March 1923-June 1936, inclusive—Continued 

[Kinds of gas are indicated as follows: M =manufactured, N =natural, and X=mixed manufactured and natural] 
  

  

Typical consumption and type of rate! 

  

  

    

  

    
  

  

  

                              

Service charge Service charge s 
Net monthly bills Hei price ber. 

Heati Cubic feet equivalent | Rate struc- Rate struc- 
eating to— ture Cubic ture Cubic 

Cliv ind pork Kind [Value in Amount | feet in- Amount | feet in- 
ity and period of gas | British cluded cluded 

thermal 
units 

10.6 therms| 30.6 therms 10.6 therms 30.6 therms 10.6 therms| 30.6 therms 

Range and . Range and easy as 
Range water Range Range and water heater Range water 

heater heater 

West North Central 

Kansas City: Cents | Cents 
Sept. 15, 19222-Mar. 1924 ___._. N 1,000 1, 060 3,060 | Straightline $0.50 cin Straight line $0.50: cacuucci $1.40 $3.10 13.2 10.1 

June 19242-Aug. 26, 1935. _______ N 1, 000 1, 060 3.080 | Block... _ .75 400 | ‘Block. ....-. 15 400 1.34 3.09 12,7 10.1 

vile 2, Joos uns 15, 1956 ww N 1, 000 1, 060 3, 060 : , 81.36 83.12 12.8 10. 2 

inneapolis: 
+ ‘Jan.1, 1923-Apr.30,19233______ | M 600 1,770 5,100 1.82 5.25 17.2 17.2 

May 1, 1923-Aug. 31, 1923 3______ M 600 1,770 5,100 1.86 5.36 17.5 17.5 

Sept. 1, 1923-Dec. 31, 1923 3_____ M 600 1,770 5,100 1.79 5.15 16.8 16.8 

Jan. 1, 1924-Apr. 30, 1924 3______ M 600 1,770 5,100 1.77 5.10 16.7 16.7 

May 1, 1924-Aug. 31,19243_____ | M 600 1,770 5,100 1.79 5.15 16.8 16.8 

Tot Ap so 0980.0 M | 6w| Limo| 5100 IT 2% | loo| 150 an, 1, —Apr. 30, 19253____.. 600 ; yd ’ ” " A 

May 1, 1925-Aug. 31, 19253_____ M 600 1,770 5,100 1.68 4.85 15.8 15.8 

Sept. 1, 1925-Deec. 31, 19253___ __ M 600 1,770 5,100 1.65 4.74 15.5 15.5 

Jan. 1, 1926-Apr. 30, 1926 3______ M 600 1,770 5,100 1. 66 4.79 15.7 15.7 

May 1, 1926-Aug. 31, 1926 3______ M 550 1, 930 5, 560 1.87 5.39 17.6 17.6 

Sept. 1, 1926-Dec. 31, 19263. ____.| M 550 1, 930 5, 560 1.83 5.28 17.3 17.3 

Jan. 1, 1927-Apr. 30,1927 3... .... M 5560 1, 930 5, 560 1.79 5.17 16.9 16.9 

May 1, 1927-Aug. 31, 19273______ M 550 1, 930 5, 560 1.85 5.34 17.4 17.4 

Sept. 1, 1927-Aug. 31, 1928 3_____ M 550 1,930 5, 560 1.81 5.23 17:2 17.1 

Sept. 1, 1928-Dec. 31, 1928 3___ __ M 550 1, 920 5, 560 1.74 5.00 16.4 16. 4 

Jan. 1, 1929-Apr. 30, 19303.______ M 550 1,930 5, 560 1.72 4.95 16.2 16. 2 

May 1, 1930-May 31, 1935_______ M 550 1,930 5, 560 2.06 4.85 19.5 15.8 

June 1, 1935-Sept. 30, 1935_______ X 800 1,330 3,830 1.96 4.47 18.5 14.6 

Qet. 1,'1935-Jan. 31, 1936........... X 800 1,330 3,830 1.93 4.37 18.2 14.3 

Feb. 1, 1936-June 15, 1936. .__.___ X 800 1,330 3,830 1.90 4.27 17.9 13.9 
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Omaha: 
June 19222-June 1924 ____________ M 567 1,870 5,400 | Straight line .75 500 | Straight line. 75 500 
Sept. 1924-Jan. 31, 1925_ ________ M 555 1,910 d do....:.. .75 500 
Feb. 1, 1925-Aug. 31, 1927_______ M 555 1,910 do......: .75 500 
Sept. 1, 1927-Dec. 31, 1928_______ M 555 1,910 F 17 A .75 500 
Jan. 1, 1929-June 30, 1930________ M 555 1,910 3 i Block....... 15 500 
July 1, 1930-June 30, 1931_______ M 555 1,910 d dos...... 75 500 
July 1, 1931-Aug. 31, 1932____ __ M 555 1,910 d0....i0- .75 500 
Sept. 1, 1932-Feb. 28, 1934_______ M 555 1,910 do. .....- 75 500 
Mar. 1, 1934-July 31, 1934 ______ M 555 1,910 d ; do... 00 w15 500 
Aug. 1, 1934-June 15, 1936_______ M 555 1,910 Straight line. 75 500 

St. Louis: . 
Mar. 15, 1923-Apr. 5,1920__.____ M 600 1,770 Block. coool. oniieii |wisinasd 
Apr. 6. 1929-May 31, 1931_______ M 600 1,770 d do...-zi: .75 300 
June 1, 1931-July 31, 1932_______ M 600 1,770 do... . 80 3333 
Aug. 1, 1932-Aug. 26, 1935_______ X 800 1, 330 Ou. uns: . 80 3333 
Aug. 27, 1935-June 15, 1936______ X 800 1, 330 do....... 8.81 3333 

St. Paul: 
Sept. 2, 1922-Mar. 31, 1923______ M 560 1, 890 ’ Straight Hine. .c.ccazifiaauniaa 
April 1,3923-Feb. 1925. .......... M 600 1,770 d Po Vs LOVRLINRN INO 0 Sela TROD 
Feb. 1925-Jan. 31, 1926__________ M 550 1,930 do...o:idl uli een, 
Feb. 1, 1926-June 15, 1936___ ____ M 550 1,930 1) TACKCAMORN SAMI Y Ltr A En 

South Atlantic 
Atlanta: : 

Sept. 1921 Oct. 31, 1923 ________ M 575 1, 840 5,320) Block. cial Jose tol oil Bloek. oo.) sia aad 
Nov. 1, 1923-May 1929 _________ M 575 1, 840 35,8520 1. nous [i 1 SE in i . RE eR ee dos... BTN 
June 1929-Deec. 31, 1929_________ M 575 1, 840 5,320 lnm do... Y. 00 oct Je 2g do. oi... 2.00 |... 
Jan. 1, 1930-Sept. 30, 1930. ______ N 980 1, 080 8. 120" nme do. Lo Pe LURE PSR. | CL do....... 05: {ag-aonas 
Oct. 1, 1930-Jan. 31,71035 1... 980 1, 080 83,120 |. dork PG LL ay eee FREE Sr) 685 jo osioun. 
Feb. 1, 1935-June 15, 1936_______ N 980 1, 080 10 [oa do — PR: i Lea 4 ES do... 5%: 00 | .2. 

Baltimore: 
July l, 1921-July 15,1923 ...... M 500 2,120 6,120 
July 16, 1923-Oe¢t. 31, 1929 _____. M 500 2,120 6, 120 
Nov. 1, 1929-June 15, 1936 _____ M 500 2,120 6, 120 

Charleston: 
May 1921 2-Dec. 1923. ________ M 550 1,930 5, 560 
May 1924-June 1929 __________ M 540 1, 960 5, 670 
Sept. 1929-May 31, 1931_________ M 550 1, 930 5, 560 
June 1, 1931-Dee. 31, 1933... _.___ M 550 1, 930 5, 560 
Jan. 1,1934-Nov. 25,1934. ______.| M 550 1, 930 5, 560 
Nov. 26, 1934-June 15, 1936______ M 550 1, 930 5, 560 

Jacksonville: 
Mar. 20, 1922-Sept. 30, 1923_____ M 535 1,980 5, 720 
Oct. 1, 1923-July 31,1926.._____. M 535 1, 980 5, 720 
Aug. 1, 1926-Jan. 31, 1933....... M 535 1, 980 5,720 
Feb. 1, 1933-June 15, 1936. ._____ M 535 1, 980 5, 720     

  

See footnotes at end of table. 
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TABLE 14.—Summarized data used in the computation of retail prices of gas, by companies, March 1923—-June 1936, inclusive—Continued 

[Kinds of gas are indicated as follows: M =manufactured, N =natural, and X=mixed manufactured and natural] 
  
  

  

  

    

  

    
  

  

Typical consumption and type of rate 1 

Service charge Service charge : 
} ; Net monthly bills | Net price per 

Heating| CUPIC feet equivalent | Rate struc- Rate struc- gra 
is ne to— ture ” ; Tunis ture x Lva 

3 : in 3 mount | feet in- mount | feet in- 
City and period of gas | British cluded cluded 

thermal 
units 

10.6 therms| 30.6 therms 10.6 therms 30.6 therms 10.6 therms| 30.6 therms 

10.6 30.6 Range and Range and 
Range water Range Range and water heater Range water therms |therms 

heater heater 

South Atlantic—Continued 

Norfolk: Cents | Cents 
Mar. 1923 2-June 19233. _.._.... M 580 1,830 5,280 § Block... ....ol-wernmtn jn mn Block o.....b ee dd $2. 56 $7.35 24.9 24.0 
Sept. 192880 ilibial nnn ms M 580 1, 830 S080 HT i Lo WRENN, WEI | Stl ha WR by BRET BRR TRE 2.47 7.08 23.3 23.1 
DOC. 102380. amin de ae ian M 580 1, 830 5, 280 1....0. 0 wet i sR Tolalie TNE Rael 2.38 6. 82 22.4 22.3 
Mar. 1924-Apr. 30, 19268________ M 580 1, 830 5280 1... [Lehn Tok ne dt EE ER AO ciic]ozcsaciaa]sazzaasa 2. 56 7.35 24.2 24.0 
May 1, 1926-Oct. 31, 1929_______ M 530 2,000 5710 ..cck U} ghee deel Io 1 nftboind RARRE dO. icas]azzazaaaclecacacas 2.70 52 25.5 24.6 
Nov. 1, 1929-June 30, 1932.__.___ M 530 2, 000 5710 }.v 1117 kph ts! feof Pofiefoghihifid dodge i [y ERE] Erp ey 2.70 7.34 25.5 24.0 
July 1, 1932-Apr. 14,1933. ____...| M 530 2, 000 5,770 |...u- 1 RVG RAIL] Took fod algo] MgO, 0. rins]iciasiiaafocasaaca 2.60 2.12 24.5 23.3 
Apr. 15, 1933-June 15, 1936. ____ M 530 2, 000 5,770.1... [Ly Sy CREE OTR Reale Vy ee ORR ig 2.40 6. 62 22.6 21.6 

Richmond: 
May 1921 2-June 1925_ __________ M 550 1, 930 5,560 | Straightline.}.....-oon]-mmm owen Stralght Hine... . ..ceon]eor sem 2.51 7-23 23.6 23.6 
Sept. 1925-Jan. 31, 1926_ _ _______ M 525 2, 020 5830 |... QO rr Ln i fo wm ihe 2 1 7 Et SEP 0 (Re 2.63 7.58 24.8 24.8 
Feb. 1, 1926-June 30, 1929_______ M 525 2, 020 2.63 7.48 24.8 24. 5 
July 1, 1929-June 15, 1936 _ _____ M 525 2, 020 2.63 7.43 24.8 24.3 

Savannah: 
June 1922 2-Jan. 9, 1935__________ M 575 1, 840 2.67 2.71 25.2 25.2 
Jan. 10, 1935-June 15, 1936____.._. M 575 1, 840 2.30 6. 65 21.7 21.7 

‘Washington: 
Mar. 18, 1922-Nov. 17, 1923 _ ____ M 600 1,770 1 1.86 5. 36 12.5 12.5 
Nov. 18, 1923-Sept. 30, 1930 ____ M 600 1,770 1 1.77 5.10 h.5 16.7 
Oct. 1, 1930-Jan. 31,1931. _______ M 600 1,770 100 1.74 4.74 16.4 15.5 
Feb. 1, 1931-Feb. 28,1932_.______| X 6C0 1,770 100 1.74 4.74 16.4 15.5 
Mar. 1, 1932-July 31, 1932_______ X 600 1,770 100 1.69 4.59 16.0 15.0. 
Aug. 1,1932-Dec. 15,1935_______ X 600 1,770 5100.---- 3 [4 Tobin oe RE |S ETN SRE d0-veic een hrnn]icn seg 1. 55 4.20 14.6 13.7 
Dec. 16, 1935-June 15, 1936______ X 600 1,770 5,100 I____. do.-....l $0:75 800 |_.... do. uue- $0.75 800 1.53 4.08 14.4 13.3         
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East South Central - 

Birmingham: 
Aug. 1, 1922-Feb. 28, 1930_______ 
March 1, 1930-Feb. 28, 1933 _____ 
Mar. 1, 1933-Feb. 28, 1934_______ 
Mar. 1, 1934-Dec. 31, 1934. _____. 
Jan. 1, 1935-June 15, 1936_______. 

Louisville: 

Apr. 1, 1924-Nov. 30,1924 _______ 
Dee. 1, 1924-Mar. 31, 1925_______ 
Apr. 1, 1925-Nov. 30, 1925. ___... 
Dec. 1, 1925-Mar. 31, 1926_______ 
Apr. 1, 1926-Nov. 30, 1926_______ 
Dec. 1, 1926-Mar. 31, 1927_______ 
Apr. 1, 1927-Nov. 30, 1927_______ 
Dec. 1, 1927-Mar. 31, 1928_______ 
Apr. 1, 1928-Nov. 30, 1928_______ 
Dec. 1, 1928-Mar. 31, 1929_______ 
Apr. 1, 1929-Nov. 30, 1929_______ 
Dec. 1, 1929-Mar. 31, 1930____.__ 
Apr. 1, 1930-Nov. 30, 1930_______ 
Dec. 1, 1930-Mar. 31, 1931._____. 
Apr. 1, 1931-Nov. 30, 1931_______ 
Dec. 1, 1931-Mar. 31, 1932______. 
Apr. 1, 1932-Nov. 30, 1932_______ 
Dec. 1, 1932-Mar. 31, 1933_______ 
Apr. 1, 1933-Nov. 30, 1933.____.. 
Dec. 1, 1933-Feb. 28,1934 __ _____ 
Mar. 1, 1934-June 30, 1934_______ 
July 1, 1934-Jan. 14, 1936________ 
Jan. 15, 1936-May 12, 1936______ 

  

May 1921 -Feb. 28, 1927________ 
Mar. 1, 1927-Dec. 31,1929_______ 
Jan. 1, 1930-Oct. 12, 1930. ........ 
Oct. 13, 1930-Dec. 31, 1935_______ 
Jan. 1, 1936-June 15, 1936__.____. 

See footnotes at end of table. 
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TABLE 14.—Summarized data used in the computation of retial prices of gas, by companies, March 1923-June 1936, inclusive—Continued 

[Kinds of gas are indicated as follows: M =manufactured, N=natural, and X=mixed manufactured and natural] 
  

  

Typical consumption and type of rate ! 
  

  

  

  

  
  

  

                    

: Service charge Service charge Net monthly bills Net price per 

Heating Cubic josh equiyalens Bate sire Cubic Baig sirse. Cubic therm 

Kind |value in Amount | feet in- Amount | feet in- 
City and period of gas | British cluded cluded 

thermal 

units 14 6therms| 30.6 therms 10.6 therms 30.6 therms 10.6therms| 30.6 therms | | 
Range and Range and i 

Range water Range Range and water heater Range water | therms |therms 
heater heater 

West South Central 
Dallas: Cents | Cents 
May 1921 2-June 8, 1925_________ N 1,000 1, 060 3,000 {Straight line... .....tle.2020 a0 Straight Hine. | o.oo] arama $0. 72 $2.07 6.7 6.7 
June 9, 1925-Dec. 31, 1926_______ N 1,000 1, 060 8,000 |....5 do....0 $0.67 400 {.... do... $0. 67 400 1.05 2.40 9.9 7.8 
Jan.i1,1927-Jan. 1929... ......... N 1,000 1, 060 3,060}... do... 1.17 00... do......- 1.17 700 1.29 2. 64 12.2 8.6 
Feb. 1929-Dec. 1935.i..0. on. L N 1,015 1,040 3,000 |... dou... 1.17 700i {wit dol.toe 1.17 700 1.28 2.61 12.1 8.5 
i 1936-June 15, 1936__________ N 1,050 1,010 pr 1h! 111 EY do... 1.17 700i 0. ...5 do......: 1.17 700 1.26 2.54 11.9 8.3 

ouston: 
Apr. 1920 2-Apr. 30, 1925________ M 530 2,000 5770 =. Ten PINON EIT te do. at ide 2:13 6.29 20. 6 20.6 
May 1, 1925-April 1926__________ M 530 2, 000 5,900 |i mis | Le BN Na a] ESI hie Ee Ee Ad) DT 2.10 6. 06 19.8 19.8 
May 1926-June 15, 1936. _______ N 1,000 1, 060 3,060.1... do... 5 ot Tf De ha of Ment do... =. i LIE a 1:19 2.49 11.2 8.1 

Little Rock: 
Apr. 1919 2-July 14, 1923_________ N 1,000 1, 060 3, 000 2... dod i ye ae TY MRS RAY Lets 51.00 1.38 9.4 4.5 
July 15, 1923-June 30,.1935_ _ _.__ N 1, 000 1,060 3,060 |... do... ig 74 Bd, ER dol... SOT 1.08 2.18 10.2 7:1 
July 1, 1935-June 15,1936__.____( N 1, 000 1, 060 3,060 |... do... LL 4512 aw iB0d Sal CS fe Eee 41:11 42.23 10.4 7.3 

New Orleans: 
Sept. 27, 1922-Sept. 5, 1928 _____ M 600 1,770 SIG Block ol ieee iiae Blogk to irloo doo te ad 2.30 6.63 21.7 21.7 
Sept. 6, 1928-June 15, 1936._______ N 950 1,120 3,220 | Straightline. w 25. ar Straight line. fot % SER 1.26 3.15 11.9 10.3 

Mountain 
Butte: 
May 1921 Sept. 3,1931._.____.| M 525 2, 020 5, 830 OER a Blogk. cil i eames 4.24 11.79 40.0 38.5 
Sept. 4, 1931-Nov. 14, 1935__ ____ N 850 1, 250 3,600 | Straight line. : 76 4 RO Straight line. ) le ZY EERE 1.81 2.87 17.1 9.4 
A 15, 1935-June 15, 1936______ N 850 1, 250 3,600:........ do. ..o0: 1.00.1.:41,.0005}.--¢ do...... 1.00 | 1,000 1.11 2.17 10.5 nl 

enver: 
Apr. 1919 -Feb. 10, 1927________ M 335 3,160 9,130; |... 3 Ss 4 ALLE) REN I 73 1s I ian FELON LON, 3.00 8.67 28.3 28.3 
Feb. 11, 1927-June 30, 1928______ M 335 3, 160 0950]... dos. ct a ans doe. i a ra 2.84 8.22 26.8 26.8 
July 1, 1928-Sept. 24, 1934_______ N 845 1,250 3,620: Block....... .90 400i: Block. ....-. .90 400 2.10 4.12 19.8 13.5 
Sept. 25, 1934-Feb. 28, 1935______ N 845 1, 250 3.020%... do... . 90 400 ee do... . 90 400 2.10 4.07 19.8 13.3 
Mar. 1, 1935-June 15, 1936... __.. N 845 1,250 3, 6200... g9....... 4.92 4001]... doi. 4,92 400 42.14 44.15 20. 2 13.6 

Salt Lake City: 
Nov. 26, 1920-June 1924_________ M 458 2,310 6,630.1..... 40.5 vue x 1) iene el Ra d0.udais SB cms 3.73 9.94 35.2 32.5 
Sept. 1924-Mar. 4, 1925_____._.__ M 463 2, 0, 610% |...-.- do...... Wilder ate d0.-u.-d he Sd UNA | 3.70 9.84 34.9 32.1         
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Mar. 5, 1925-Mar. 1927__________ M 463 2, 290 6,610 {\-... do...... 1.00 400: ue do..:... 1.00 400 3.60 8.84 34.0 28.9 
June 1927-Sept. 1927... .... M 458 2, 310 6,630 or... dot... 1.00 400: 1%. > do.cZ... 1.00 400 3.63 8.92 34.2 29.2 
Dee. 1927-Mar. 1928. o.oo... M 437 2, 430 000 jo. .f do. eel 1.00 400}... do... 1.00 400 3.78 9.29 35.6 30.4 
June 1928-Aug. 31, 1929__ _______ M 415 2, 550 ly D0 | ena 40.2 1.00 400 7... do. cee. 1.00 400 3.93 9.72 37.1 31.8 
Sept. 1, 1929-Aug. 3, 1933_______ N 865 1, 230 3, 0 |... G0. . 90 400-1... do... .90 400 2.08 4.07 19.6 13.3 
Aug. 4, 1933-June 15, 1936_______ N 865 1,230 O40 1.L..0 do... 4.92 400° 3... qo. >... 4,92 400 19,19 44.16 20.0 13.6 

Pacific 
Los Angeles: 

Co. 1; 
Oct. 1, 1922-March 1923. ____._ Xx 750 1,410 4,080 |_.... 3 Pa RR ll MSA I +L AR Re aa LEER 96 2.77 9.0 9.0 
June 1923-Feb. 8, 1927_________ X 850 1,250 3,600 [-x..: 1) MYM REN LEE 8 Pn SLR 0. a ad 85 2.45 8.0 8.0 
Feb. 9, 1927-Nov. 30, 1928_____ N 1,100 960 2 780 [cand G0. ae. la om ce "Lo PEORRG?, rs Tons So ult . 88 2. 56 8.3 8.3 
Dec. 1, 1928-June 5,1933._____| N 1,100 960 2,780 | Straight line. . 80 300 | Straight line. . 80 300 1.28 1. 2.60 12.1 8.5 
June 6, 1933-Feb. 14, 1936_____ N 1,100 960 2,730 «Block....... .80 3004: Block....... .80 300 1.26 2.51 11.8 8.2 

ery 15, 1936-June 15, 1936_.._.| N 1,100 960 2780: (on... 40... .80 300; |. doo... .80 300 1.26 2.43 11.8 8.0 
0, 2: 
Mor, 1028 %. Jos." 3 anion. X 750 1,410 4, 080 {oc aus Li SO Bo REN ah ROAR 11 PAC BRL end Rea Cn .96 2.71 9.0 9.0 
April 1923-Feb. 9, 1927________ > 850 1, 250 3,600 |: ... 0. re a FLL EEL TST, on Se .85 2.45 8.0 8.0 
Feb. 10, 1927-Nov. 30, 1928____| N 1,100 960 2,050 ir. 1 MBA hk ONCE I ae Hh 17 Ere) NSERC ON RRC TE . 88 2.56 8.3 8.3 
Dec. 1, 1928-June 30, 1933_____ N 1,100 960 2, 780 | Straight line. . 80 300 | Straight line. . 80 300 1.28 2.60 12.1 8.5 
July 1, 1933-Feb. 14, 1936_____ N 1, 100 960 2, 730 "Block.....-- . 80 300% Block....-.- .80 300 1.26 2.51 13:3 8.2 
Feb. 15, 1936-June 15, 1936._.__| N 1, 100 960 1.26 2.43 11.8 8.0 

Portland, Oreg.: 
Sept. 1, 1922-Jan. 30, 1926. ______ M 570 1, 860 2.31 5.92 21.8 19.3 
Jan. 31, 1926-Feb. 19, 1927_______ M 570 1, 860 2.36 6. 06 22.2 19.8 
Feb. 20, 1927-Feb. 14, 1929 _ _____ M 570 1, 860 2.34 5.99 22.0 19.6 
Feb. 15, 1929-June 15, 1936______ M 570 1, 860 2.34 5.96 22.0 19.5 

San Francisco: 
Aug. 25,1922-Mar. 4,1924_ _.___.| M .550 1,930 1.78 5.12 16.7 16.7 
Mar. 5, 1924-Mar. 3, 1925_ __ M 550 1, 930 1.93 5. 56 18.2 18.2 
Mar. 4, 1925-Nov. 25, 1925_ _____ M 550 1, 930 2.03 5.84 19.1 19.1 
Nov. 26, 1925-Feb. 26, 1928______ M 550 1, 930 1.83 5.28 17.3 17.3 
Feb. 27, 1928-Feb. 13, 1929_ _____ M 550 1, 930 1.81 5.23 17.1 17.1 
Feb. 14, 1929-June 1929_________ M 550 1, 930 1.74 5.00 16.4 16.4 
Septel029. dun $4 578 1, 830 1.65 4.76 15.5 15.5 
Dec. 4920.8. Fa a aaa tus = 610 1, 740 1.57 4.52 14.8 14.8 
Mar. 1, 1930-Apr. 30, 1936_______ N 1,150 920 1.38 2.86 13.0 9.3 

5 M2 1, 1936-June 15, 1936_______ N 1,150 920 127 2.49 12.0 8.1 
eattle: 
Apr. 1, 1920-Pec, 1929... 0... Soi. M 500 2,120 : 3.16 8.08 29.8 26.4 
June 1930-Aug. 11, 1930 ________ M 500 2,120 1. 3.16 8.08 20.8 26.4 
Aug. 12, 1930-Nov. 15,1931. .__.| M 500 2,120 1. 3.16 7.29 20.8 23.8 
Nov. 16, 1931-June 30, 1932______ M 500 2,120 , ik 3.01 5.17 28.4 16.9 
July 1, 1932-June 15, 1936_ ______ M 500 2,120 6,120 oc... 40... .cz 1.77. $500 do... PL03 |i 73.10 15.32 29.2 17.4 

1 See page 18 for explanation of technical terms and description of types of rate structures and service charges. 6 Cubic feet equivalent to 2 therms. 
2 First reported on this date. Record of the exact date on which this rate was effective is not on file in this Bureau. 7 Tax of 3 percent has been included. 
3 Rates for this period were subject to adjustment for cost of manufacture. 8 Sales tax of 1 percent has been included. 
4 Tax of 2 percent has been included. 9 Cubic feet equivalent to 2.5 therms. 
$ Minimum bill. 

Ly



48 CHANGES IN RETAIL PRICES OF GAS, 1923-36 

History of Collection and Publication of Retail Prices 
of Gas, 1907-36 

General 

Retail prices of gas were first collected by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics in 1911. Prices per thousand cubic feet were secured by 
correspondence for quarterly periods of each year beginning with 1907 
from companies serving each of the 39 cities covered for retail prices 
of food. Rate changes were infrequent during these years and reports 
for April only were published for the purpose of showing price trends. 
Eleven cities were added to the reporting service between 1913 and 
1918. Rates effective in April of each year, beginning with 1913, 
were later secured from the companies serving these cities. Table 15 
shows the dates and frequency of collections of rate schedules. 

TABLE 15.— Frequency of collection of domestic rate schedules for gas, 1907-36 
  

  

Date Frequency of collection 

100711. .C. oii Annually: Apr. 15.1 
019-15... ood Semiannually: Apr. 15, Oct. 15. 
1016-20... i... i. Annually: Apr. 15. 
Lo CERN May 15, Sept. 15, Dec. 15. 
1920=24. sill Quarterly: Mar. 15, June 15, Sept. 15, Dec. 15. 
390533... lll Semiannually: June 15, Dec. 15. 
LEE My June 15, Nov. 15. 
JE SR Ae Mar. 15, July 15, Oct. 15. 
0800... ican nade Quarterly: Jan. 15, Apr. 15, July 15.       
  

1 Prices were collected but not published for January, July, and October of these years. 

Since 1907 a majority of the reporting cities have been served with 
manufactured gas. The number, however, has gradually been de- 
creased by the introduction of straight natural gas or mixed manu- 
factured and natural gas. In some cities two kinds of gas were 
served, either simultaneously through separate meters or alternately 
at different seasons of the year through the same meter. A record 
of the total number of reporting cities and of these served by each 
kind of gas during the years 1907-36, inclusive, shown in table 16, 
illustrates the trend toward an increasing use of natural gas. 

From 1907 to 1911, rates for practically all of the reporting cities 
provided either a flat rate for all gas consumed, or a block schedule 
in which the first block covered a consumption greatly in excess of 
the requirements for household use. It was therefore unnecessary to 
ask the companies to file rate schedules with the Bureau. With the 
introduction, in later years, of domestic rate schedules, which pro- 
vided a lower price per thousand cubic feet as the consumption 
increased, it became necessary to collect rate schedules to be used 
as a basis for computing average prices of gas.
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TABLE 16.—Total number of reporting cities; number reporting for manufactured, 
natural, and mixed manufactured and natural gas; and number reporting for more 
than one kind of gas, 1907-36 
  

  

  

  

Fora Cities reporting Cities re- 

Dates of collection porting porting on 

cities Cais q | Natural Mixed of gas ! 

ADPrilI007=-April IO). oo. cm rer 39 35 7 1 4 
¥ Yn Dw CR SEL RUN SRE IEA A 40 34 9 1 4 
ApriPIOIBC. -00L Loli lll rrr nrg 50 44 9 1 4 
April 1014-Aprili1919. 8... Lil coc cnan 50 43 0 2 4 
Aprit1920-June 1922... il. .ciceci 51 43 9 2 3 
September 1922-March 1925 _ ____________ 51 42 8 3 2 
June 1925-March1926..0. “Cll. lool 51 42 7 4 2 
June 1926-December 1926__________________ 51 41 8 4 2 
March 1927-June 1928_______.______.______. 51 41 9 5 2 
September 1928-December 1928 ___________ 51 39 11 3 2 
Mare 1920-June 1920. — = 51 38 12 3 2 
September 1929-December 1929 ___________ 51 36 13 4 2 
MATCH 1080. iron rrr er tran 2b molt Ft edt 51 35 15 3 2 
JUNE FOB rr E ia rr A Erase ~ Rpt 50 34 15 3 2 
Pecember 19302... aan 50 33 16 3 2 
March 1931=June 1931... eens lr 50 32 16 4 2 
September Obl. cece aca 50 31 17 4 2 
December ios]. cii...aue-voac huis cninnat 50 30 17 5 2 
March 1932-June 1932... J... L000. 50 28 19 6 2 
September 1932-September 1933_ __________ 50 27 19 6 2 
December 1933-March 1935... ____ 50 7 18 6 1 
June 1935-June 1936. ..0.0 Ll i 50 25 18 7 0           
  

1 The cities which reported two kinds of gas are: 
Buffalo.—Both natural and manufactured gas were reported for 1907 through June 1922, when reports for 

manufactured gas were discontinued. 
Pittsburgh.—Both natural and manufactured gas were reported for 1907 through April 1919. Plants 

manufacturing artificial gas were discontinued early in 1919. 
Clereland.—Both natural and manufactured gas were reported for 1907 through March 1935. Reports 

wd manufactured gas were then discontinued as very little had been used for household purposes for a number 
of years. 

Louisville —From January 1907 through April 1913, manufactured gas for illumination and mixed natural 
and manufactured gas were served through separate meters. From April 1913 through September 1933, 
natural gas was served when the supply was sufficient. During the winter months when the demand was 
heavy, manufactured gas was mixed with the natural gas. 

Radical changes in types of domestic rate structures, the use of 
new and improved household appliances, the introduction of natural 
gas with a high heating value into cities formerly served with manu- 
factured gas, and the increasing tendency to measure gas in terms of 
heat units, have resulted in the introduction of new methods of 

computing average prices of gas for domestic consumption. Explana- 
tions of the methods are shown in following paragraphs. For definitions 
of the technical terms used in these explanations see page 18. 
Table 17 lists the publications in which prices computed under each 
method have been presented.
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TABLE 17.— Publication of prices of gas for domestic consumption for each series, 
April 1907-July 1936 
    

    
Bulletin Periods covered Bulletin Periods covered 

1907-19, inclusive 1907-34, inclusive 
Prices for the first 1,000 cubic feet, by companies Prices based on consumption of 3,000 cubic feet for 

manufactured gas and 5,000 cubic feet for natural   

  

  

  

  

and mixed manufactured and natural gas, by 

WS ee Apr. 15-1907-Apr. 15, 1911. cities ! 
106,108... eins Apr. 15, 1911-Apr. 15, 1912. 
110, 113, 115_______| Apr. 15, 1912-Oct. 15, 1912. 
125,132, 136... ..-..1 Oct. 15,:1912-Apr. 15, 1913. 445. i a Apr. 15, 1913-Dec. 15, 1926. 
138,340... a... Apr. 15, 1913-Oct. 15, 1913. TR SE NG Apr. 15, 1907-Deec. 15, 1927. 
J SE RY ei Oct. 15, 1913-Oct. 15, 1914. 4 RRR I NE Apr. 15, 1907-Dec. 15, 1928. 
184. ida nay Oct. 15, 1914-Apr. 15, 1915. 
197 ow a a Apr. 15, 1915-Oct. 15, 1915. “Retail Prices” ...| June 1929-Nov. 1934. 
228 Oct. 15, 1915-Apr. 15, 1916. 

Prices for March and July 1935 were not published 
“Retail Prices” _.__| Prices for Apr. 15, 1917, 1918, 

and 1919 were published in the 
June issue for these years. October 1935 to date     Net monthly bills and prices per thousand cubic 

feet and per therm for each of 4 typical residential 
1907-25, inclusive services, by cities. 

Prices for the first 1,000 cubic feet, by cities 1 

  

  

  
‘Retail Prices” 

. 15, 1913-Apr. 15, 1919. 

. 15, 1907-Apr. 15, 1920. Nov. 1935... cw Oct. 1935. 

. 15, 1907-Dec. 15, 1921. Joan. 1936. cae Jan. 1936. 

. 15, 1907-Dec. 15, 1922. Apr. 1936... Apr. 1936. 

. 15, 1907-Dec. 15, 1923. July 1086. a. July 1936. 

. 15, 1907-Dec. 15, 1924. 

. 15, 1907-Dec. 15, 1925.   

  

“Retail Prices” .._| June 1920 and subsequent is- 
sues covering periods of col- 
Logsion also presented these 

ata.             
  

1 Index numbers (Apr. 1913=100) for manufactured gas were computed from the average price for the 
reporting cities. 

Prices for the First Thousand Cubic Feet of Gas, 1907-25 

Prices for the first 1,000 cubic feet of gas were published for each 
reporting company for 1907-19, inclusive. Beginning with 1920 
prices were published by cities—a simple average was computed for 
all cities served by two or more companies. 

Index numbers (April 1913=100) for manufactured gas were com- 
puted from the simple averages of prices by cities. 

The types of rate schedules available to residential customers have 
shown marked changes from the straight-line type generally in effect 
in 1907. In that year only 1 of the 39 cities was served under a rate 
whereby the average residential customer was benefited by lower 
prices for an increased consumption of gas. In Salt Lake City a lower 
price was paid for gas used in excess of 2,000 cubic feet. Block rates 
providing for lower prices for gas consumed in excess of 10,000 cubic 
feet were effective in only 4 cities reporting in 1907. A gradual 
increase in the use of this type of rate schedule and in the introduc- 

tion of service charges was shown during the years from 1907 to 
1920. During the 6-year period, 1920-25, inclusive, 40 percent of 
the 51 reporting cities either introduced a service charge or a block- 

meter schedule having 10,000 or less cubic feet at the primary rate,
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or further modified these types already in use. In 1925 rate schedules 
having initial blocks of 10,000 cubic feet were effective in 11 cities; 
and from 3,000 to 7,800 cubic feet in 7 cities. Service charges or 
initial blocks of 2,000 cubic feet or less were applicable for 16 cities. 

Prices of Gas Based on Average Family Consumption, 1907-34 

Due to the more extensive use of the block type and the inclusion 
of service charges as a feature of domestic rates for gas, by 1926 the 
price for the first 1,000 cubic feet no longer furnished an equitable 
method of presenting prices for domestic use. 

Accordingly, in 1926 prices were based on the use of 3,000 cubic 
feet of manufactured gas and 5,000 cubic feet of natural gas or of mixed 
manufactured and natural gas. These consumption factors represent 
the average family use of gas as determined from statements received 
from reporting companies and from records published in trade maga- 
zines and governmental reports. On this basis prices were recomputed 
back through 1907 and carried forward through 1934. 

Index numbers (April 1913=100) for manufactured gas were 
computed from the simple averages of prices by cities. 

Prices of Gas for Specified Domestic Services, 1923-36 

The increased and more widely distributed use of natural gas, the 
introduction of new appliances, and the improvements in those used 
for many years, together with the changes in rate structures resulting 
from these developments, led the Bureau to undertake the computa- 
tion of prices based upon specifications identical for all cities and 
better suited to current conditions in the industry. 

Under the present method, adopted in 1935, prices are based upon 
a definite number of heat units (therms) for each of four selected 

services. The number of therms used for each service is constant 
for all cities, regardless of the variations in the kind and heating 
value of the gas served in the different cities. 

The heat requirements used as the basis for computing prices 
were determined from a careful analysis of reports representing con- 
ditions in all sections of the United States. They were approved 

by engineers in the utility field as typical of the average use of gas 
for each service for a 5-room house, including living room, dining 
room, kitchen, and two bedrooms. 

These specifications now used are: 
Therms 

10.6. Range. 

19.6. Range and manual-type water heater. 

30.6. Range and automatic-storage or instantaneous-type water 
heater. 

40.6. Range, automatic-storage or instantaneous-type water heater, 
and refrigerator.
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A five-room house which has been used to represent an average size 
home in other studies conducted by this Bureau has been accepted as 
being well suited to the twofold use required for this specification in 
the determination of net monthly bills for gas used for domestic pur- 
poses. First: The designation of a five-room house on questionnaires 
requesting records or estimates of the amount of gas required for the 
use of specified domestic appliances definitely indicated the nature and 
limitations of the information desired. Second: From the information 
at hand it has been accepted as a fair standard for computing net 
monthly bills from rate schedules under which the number of cubic 
feet in each block was regulated according to the number of rooms in 
the home. It is recognized, however, that due to variations in cus- 
tomer habits and number of occupants, the net monthly bills may be 
equally representative for small apartments or for houses with more 
than five rooms. 

The method of determining consumption factors is discussed in 
the computation of prices, page 2. These consumption factors, 
are based on standards of heat expressed in therms (1 therm=100,000 
B. t. u.). This was deemed advisable because of the differences in the 

heating value of the gas between cities reporting to the Bureau, as well 
as of extreme changes within the cities where the kind of gas served 
was changed from manufactured, with a range of from 335 to 600 
B. t. u., to natural or mixed manufactured and natural, of from 800 to 
1,150 B. t. u. 

For two of the four services, 10.6 therms (range only) and 30.6 
therms automatic water heater combined with range), net monthly 
bills have been computed for quarterly periods beginning with March 
1923. These bills have been used as the basis for computing indexes 
for individual cities, the indexes for 50 cities combined, and subindexes 
for cities served with manufactured gas, natural gas, and mixed gas 
which are presented in this pamphlet. 

Oo 

 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2024-10-11T05:27:43-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




