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ADDITIONAL WING TO DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA JAIL

idea of the increased burden put upon the capacity, of the jail is
gained from the fact that the number of prisoners cared for in the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1921, was 3,804, while for the year ending
June 30, 1926, approximately 12,000 prisoners .will be confined to
the jail. Under such conditions it is impossible to keep the jail in
sanitary conditions and it constitutes a serious menace to public
health, as well as a breeding ground for crime through too close
association of all manner and degree of offenders against the law.
The District Commissioners, based upon an investigation made
by the municipal architect, estimate that an appropriation not exceeding $300,000 will enable the building of sufficient additional
accommodations. Such appropriation has the approval of the Director of the Budget. The commissioners' letter is appended and
made a part of this report.
COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
Washington, April 1, 1926.

Hon. ARTHUR CAPPER,
Chairman Committee on the District of Columbia,
United States Senate, Washington, D. C.
SIR: The Commissioners of the District of Columbia desire to submit the
following on House bill 10204, Sixty-ninth Congress, first session, entitled "An
act providing an additional wing to the District Jail," which passed the House
on March 22, and which is now pending before your committee.
The object of this bill is to provide additional housing facilities at the District
Jail, which have long been needed due to the overcrowded condition of the
present building. An investigation made by the municipal architect indicates
that in order to provide adequately for the needs of the situation the sum of
$300,000 will be necessary.
The commissioners believe that the proposed legislation should be favorably
considered when amended so as to provide for the authorization of an appropriation of not exceeding $300,000, to be payable in like manner as other appropriations for the District of Columbia. They suggest the bill be amended by striking
out all the matter after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:
"That the Commissioners of the District of Columbia be, and they are hereby,
authorized to construct an additional building at the District Jail at a cost cif
not exceeding $300,000, to be payable in like manner as other appropriations for
the District of Columbia."
The proposed legislation was submitted to the Director of the Budget, who
advises as follows:
"The purpose of this proposed legislation is to provide adequate additional
housing facilities at the District Jail. Such expenditure as may be necessary to
accomplish this purpose would not be in conflict with the financial program of the
President."
Very truly yours,
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
By CUNO H. RUDOLPH, President.

