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 the' District of Columbia,

submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany S. 3495]

The Committee on the District of Columbi
a, to whom was referred

the bill (S. 3495) to amend an act regulat
ing the height of buildings in

the District of Columbia, approved Ju
ne 1, 1910, having considered

the same, report favorably thereon with
 the recommendation that the

bill do pass with the following amendment
:

In line 11, strike out the word "forty" an
d insert in lieu thereof the

word "fifty."
The object of the bill is to permit ere

ction of the new National

Press Club Building, at Fourteenth and 
F Streets NW., in Washing-

ton, to a height greater than that no
w authorized by law and the

zoning regulations of the District of Col
umbia. The height limit in

the act approved June 1, 1910, is 130 fe
et, except in the case of struc-

tures erected on Pennsylvania Avenue;
 the zoning regulations, how-

ever, limit the height to 110 feet.
The plans for the National Press Club B

uilding contemplate an

11-story structure, superimposed upon w
hich will be an auditorium,

and appurtenances suitable for du ), quas
i-public, and public func-

tions. To accomplish this, it will be necessary t
o raise the present

height limit. The building will front 269 feet on F Stre
et and 150 feet

on Fourteenth Street, with a ground a
rea of approximately 42,500

square feet, constituting the largest p
rivately owned building in

Washington. From an architectural sta
ndpoint, a building of such

large proportions will be less symmetric
al if limited to a height of 110

feet, or even 130 feet, than if permitted to
 rise 150 feet.

One of the purposes of the law and 
regulations limiting building

heights was to secure uniformity of "sky
 line." This can be accom-

plished in the present case only by maki
ng the exception to the law

contemplated by the bill reported, for t
he reason that on the opposite
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corner of Fourteenth and F Streets is now situated the Willard Hotel
(erected prior to enactment of the building-height law), which rises
to the height of approximately 158 feet; while back of the new Press
Club Building (and on a slightly lower level) is the Munsey Building,
which attains a height of approximately 170 feet. By permitting
the erection of the Press Club Building to a height of 150 feet, almost
perfect uniformity of sky line will be attained, and the purpose of
the original act of Congress attained by an exception rather than a
too-rigid adherence to the law. The streets on either side of the new
building are wide, and therefore the additional height authorized by
the bill will not shut off light or air from surrounding property.
There have been no protests to the committee by owners of adjacent
property.

Congress has previously made like exceptions to the law limiting
building height, under similar circumstances, and the District Com-
missioners are not opposed to the present bill. The present legisla-
tion has the approval of the citizens advisory council of the District
of Columbia, whose letter to the chairman of the House District
Committee with respect to a similar bill introduced in the House is
hereto appended and made a part of this report. Also appended is a
statement on behalf of the National Press Club, submitted by its
duly authorized representatives.

It will be understood that the bill establishes no precedent, but
simply meets an unusual situation in a way designed to comply with
the spirit of the law thus amended.

STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF NATIONAL PRESS CLUB

The height of buildings in the downtown section of Washington authorized by
zoning regulations is 110 feet.
The new National Press Building to be erected at the corner of Fourteenth

and F Streets will cover an area of approximately 42,500 square feet, fronting
269 feet on F Street and 150 feet on Fourteenth Street. This building will be the
largest privately owned building in the city of Washington, and considering the
square-foot area covered a height of only 110 feet will make it somewhat out of
proportion and less artistic and symmetrical than if slight additional height be
permitted.
The Commissioners of the District of Columbia have unqualifiedly recom-

mended an additional height of 20 feet above the 110-foot height and intimate
that they have no serious objection to a further additional height of 20 feet or
an additional height of 40 feet above the 110-foot limit. Other buildings in the
immediate neighborhood are at least 150 feet high, said buildings having been
erected before the height limit was enacted. The Willard Hotel is directly across
Fourteenth Street from the proposed Press Building and attains a height of 158
feet. The Munsey Building is located south of the proposed building and across
an alley only 30 feet in width and attains a height of approximately the same as
the Willard Hotel. If the Willard Hotel, the Munsey Building, and the proposed
Press Building are all of approximately the same height it will give a much better
appearance to the immediate neighborhood and will more nearly meet the spirit
of the height regulation law in that the skyline will be more uniform.
The additional height of the Press Building is also desired because the plan

has always been to superimpose quarters for the National Press Club upon an
11-story building. In order that this club might have a suitable auditorium for
private, quasipublic, and public functions the additional height is essential.
The commissioners indorse an additional height of 20 feet above the 110 feet and
raise no serious objection to an additional height of 40 feet. All that is asked in
the present bill is a split between the two; that is, an additional height of 30 feet
above the F Street curb line making a total height above the F Street curb line
of 140 feet.
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Congress has passed several acts making exceptions in extraordinary circum-
stances such as exists in this case, the last act being one authorizing the Harring-
ton Hotel, by act of June 7, 1924, to construct a building exceeding the authorized
height to practically the same extent as is asked for the Press Building.
The Citizens' Advisory Council to the commissioners has adopted a resolution

approving the additional height, and the engineers' advisory board raises no ob-
jection.

ULRIC BELL,
President National Press Club.

ARTHUR S. HENNING,
Chairman Legislative Committee.

Hon. F. N. ZIHLMAN,
Chairman Committee on the District of Columbia,

House of Representatives.

Report on H. R. 9398, Sixty-ninth Congress, first session, "A bill to amend
an act regulating the height of buildings in the District of Columbia, approved
June 1, 1910":
The Citizens' Advisory Council has had under consideration upon your

reference H. R. 9398, and respectfully recommends favorable action by your
committee and its enactment into law.

This bill proposes to amend the law so as to permit the National Press Club
to superimpose a 40-foot club house upon its 11 story building to be erected at
Fourteenth and F Streets NW. upon the site formerly occupied by the Ebbitt
House and the Hooe Building. The 11-story building will have a maximum
height above the F Street curb of 110 feet, and with a 40-foot superstructure
will make a total height above the F Street curb of 150 feet.
In view of the fact that the extreme height of 150 feet proposed by this legis-

lation is below that of the adjacent Willard Hotel and Munsey Building and
in view of the further fact that this superstructure is so located as to be back
a considerable distance from both F and Fourteenth Streets the Council believes

that it in no way is contrary to the spirit of the act of June 1, 1910.
We believe that this is a meritorious piece of legislation in which the public

interest is amply protected.
Respectfully submitted.

MARCH 3, 1926.

CITIZENS' ADVISORY COUNCIL,
By JESSE C. SUTER, Chairman.
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