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FOREIGN FOOD PRICES AS AFFECTED BY THE WAR. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The following report, based principally upon data furnished by the 
Department of State through its consular service, was undertaken to 
show the effect of the European war upon prices of important articles, 
especially food, entering into the cost of living. In the main it relates 
to the period between August 1 and December 1, 1914, but in a few 
instances the figures have been brought down to a later date. The 
prices prevailing in June or July, 1914, have been used as the standard 
of comparison whenever they were available. In some instances, how- 
ever, it has been necessary to compare prices for specified months of 
1913 and 1914. Prices are given from 18 countries and represented 
by reports from over 100 towns, cities, or consular districts. 

In comparing these data it is evident that the first effect of the 
war was the same practically throughout Europe. Its outbreak was 
followed by a sharp rise in prices, due mainly to panic and uncertainty. 
In some countries legislative measures were at once undertaken to 
eheck this rise; in others the Governments strictly adhered to a hands- 
off policy and trusted to the natural course of events for a readjust- 
ment. Within a fortnight the first panic was over and except in the 
actual war zone prices began to sink. In most places, however, prices 
did not get back to the July level. 

From this point on the movement of prices was so dependent on 
local circumstances that general statements can hardly be made. In 
the actual war zone and its immediate vicinity conditions were chaotic. 
In one part of a given district supplies might have been requisitioned 
for the support of an invading or a defending army until little was left 
for the inhabitants and prices would run up to any figure. In another 
part of the same district producers might be trying in anticipation of 
a military occupation to dispose of their foodstuffs and prices might 
fall below the normal. 

Outside of the war zone prices were almost equally dependent on 
local conditions. Transportation was hampered from the first day. 
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6 BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 

On land the first duty of the railroads was to serve military ends, and 
freight had to take its chance. On sea there was an actual scarcity 
of neutral shipping, a constant danger of destruction by mines, or of 
confiscation if a cargo fell within the widening definition of contra- 
band. Naturally both freight and insurance charges rose and ocean 
traffic fell off. If therefore a given city depended largely on im- 
ported foodstuffs, the cost of living within its limits rose rapidly; 
if it were situated within a food-exporting district prices were apt to 
fall, owing to the inaccessibility of the usual markets. Other local 
causes might have similar effects. In some parts of Norway, for 
instance, the cessation of tourist travel left the inhabitants over- 
supplied with foodstuffs, and on some articles prices fell to a lower 
level than before the outbreak of hostilities. In Venice, on the other 
hand, the reduction in the number of foreign visitors meant seriously 
reducing the incomes of a large portion of the population at the very 
time that the interference with imports sent the cost of living up, so 
that the city was doubly affected by the war. 

Within the same country prices might be affected in widely differ- 
ing ways according to local conditions. Thus, in France, Rheims, lying 
within the zone of hostilities, reports a marked advance in the cost of 
living with certain important articles of food unobtainable at any 
price. Paris reports no increase in the general price level and an 
actual decrease in the price of fruits, vegetables, and some meats, 
while Marseille reports an increase of about 20 per cent in cost of 
living. 

The two Austrian cities of Carlsbad and Vienna afford another 
striking illustration of local difference. Carlsbad is in the extreme 
west of Austria, almost on the German border; Vienna, although 
decidedly in the west, is still much nearer than Carlsbad to the eastern 
Provinces which produce a large part of Austria’s supplies. The 

- change in the prices of certain articles in the two places was as follows: 

  

  

          

Carlsbad: Per | Vienna: Per 
- cent of in- cent of in- 

Articles. crease July, | crease October, 
1914, to Octo- | 1913, to Octo- 

ber, 1914. ber, 1914. 

PON... oneness svn nnn aa 25 12-13 
ony, whoat. ...-ivnaiaaia nan 67 67-50 
MK... iit tite maa ts 25 2 
Polatoes.. .... ca sinhcnooiie. 3100 410-29 
R00. or ait Sake 67 67-50 

1 Decrease. 
2 No change. 
3 Wholesale price. 
4 Decrease for poorer, increase for better, grades. 

The difference in the changes shown is too marked to need com- 
ment. The only explanation suggested is the different position of 
the two cities with regard to the source of supplies.
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Where such diversity exists within a single country, comparisons 
between different countries can be made only in the most tentative 
fashion. Nevertheless, to give some idea of the effect the war has 
had upon prices in different parts of Europe, the following table has 
been prepared showing the percentage of change in the cost of speci- 
fied articles in thirteen cities. The figures given for London apply 
equally to all large places within Great Britain; those for other 
cities apply only to the place named. The effort has been made to 
take for each country a city not affected by proximity to the war 
zone or other disturbing local factors, but rather one which repre- 
sents as nearly as possible the general conditions of the country in 
which it lies. Probably, therefore, these cities represent the mini- 
mum changes for places of their size in their respective countries. 

PERCENTAGE OF INCREASE IN PRICE OF SPECIFIED ARTICLES OF FOOD. 

  

  

Copenha- : London 
. Carlsbad, : Berlin, >| Rome Athens ; Den-| Limoges and ’ y 

Austria: | 8% 2 Germany: Italy: Greece: 
mark: France: July, Great July 15, June, 

    

    
  

. July ts 
Articles. 3 July, Aug. 1, Britain: 1914, Oe- 1914, De- | 1914, Dec. 1914, Oc- July, 1914, |1914, No- 

tober, conor. | 1, 2014 tober, 1914. Dec Nov.7, | vember, 
? ? " 4 ’ y 1914. 1914. 1914. 1,1014. 1914, 1914, 

BORO is vain + en smal bein dd ®) BY J iB eine 
LU A OE Re NE SX 1) Mm) 2 7-11 @) 20 
Berend wlieal. ..... carina adn sine 20 eid. 3 14 VIE {3 en iia 
Bread, PGs nie errant atest n hs Ewin ve mse 31-48 I.......... 0 Juossnnslanlsnstnnis Ye nenn tne 
HERES, ih. hii hie a BY Hei sinvii 7 4 40 
FIO, WHORL... 2... susie iom nd 67 Bl i edo SRLS 16 
Flour, rye. Evaaliaei inns 31s Wale a wens ra sp (3) easel tte ci nea 
MID. goer enn p rman se nn 25 5 7 *) ) ©) 
Pololnos.... iil eae ie all 2960 d...... a0 MN 50 334 1... 050s 17 

est ory cera iar Etta B7 J oorsueeceDnceiciin. 8 Yoo ob @  Jeaaall, 
Buea... veal CRE LEE 10 6 35 ™ 70 3 30 
Coal man din iin ts Sik ren Sa dS mp Tein ths wh visi de Seas si Wiel Sine 
POOIeaI. Cae Ar 83 BY feild i BA Sl Sen Pn 0 iii 

Total increase, estimated 
Or eAlonlatod. scan cies omnia 0,3 foc tamse sis saan wios = 37 i:... 2 aw 25 

  

  

Molzh id L234, hig 
pain: > | Switzer- | tinop 

Novem- Suaten ‘| land: | Turkey: 

Amster- | Chris- 
{| dam, {| tiania, Yost 

Articin. Holland: | Norway: Aug. 1 

  

  
              
  

3 July 
July 31, | July 1, >| ber, 1913, ; July, May, 
1914, Oct. 1914, Nov. [1914 NOV-| Novem.’ | 1914, No- 1914 Nov 1014, Sor. 
31,1914. | 1,1914, ; ber, 1914. | V0 | 9,1914. | 5, 1914. 

BOON. ove iy er Ea aR nn anim me sri SEERA () diiaeens 
Bool iivanss- iie-ssnriosnnses ) $Id fewmvnnrnnn 10 0 ie 
Bread, wheat. .......ccceuuenn.n 20 Seen 19 om | 12 22 
Bread, BV ost sin Sawa t ms » 5 5% wid 1D Bide. canarias ns 20 3358... cnn 
ORES. coated 20 25 {Danas T fuwvvnsonealessnginins 
Mlogr, wheat... ..... co eis (1) 11 33-6 20 18 44 Toi at 
BIO0r OWO ccna iB oR dea 95 30-5. 4... PO demarcions fern dtc 

Emr SA LR Eh aides BO ee-soini-z 1 ™ 28 ™ Mm 
Pomines.  1--eriiaeis 333 5333 3333 50 ® 8 2 52 
Res, Be sis am anh Sd ea ws a aw tm 25 59 6-334 33% 12 2-8 2150 
BREA. 3s fe Sve edit and 8 12 @ ® 3 29- 8 2258 
To entre Sei de ae) (Dt vw oh 35 Wal. panne. 20 fe. tian 
Polrologm... .... - cia cred Yenc ves : £3) fr. le I Fence aod Joeman 45 

Total increase, estimated | 
oredlelatefl. ..... cc. carla a dan inn ; 0 resgsessesles nannies tenes 100 

1 No change. 1 No change, but very little is to be had. 
2 Wholesale prices. 5 Increase due to short crop. 
3 Decrease.
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These data are confessedly fragmentary, yet they show the different 
effects of the war upon different localities. In France the best sugar- 
beet fields lie in the northern parts, which were early invaded by the 
Germans and the price of sugar rose considerably.” Germany and 
Russia are sugar exporting countries, and in Berlin and Moscow sugar 
shows no change in price. England imports its whole supply, and in 
London the price had risen 70 per cent. Turkey usually imports her 
sugar from Russia and from Austria. The Russian supply was shut 
off altogether when Turkey entered the war, and the Austrian supply 
was reduced to what could be brought through by rail—a very uncer- 
tain dependence. Apparently Greece was likely to undergo a similar 
experience, for though at Athens sugar had risen only 30 per cent, 
in Saloniki at the same date it had increased in price 150 per cent. 
(See pp. 80 and 81.) 

Flour is another article which shows decided changes. Russia is 
the greatest wheat exporting country of Europe, and the outbreak 
of the war practically shut off its foreign markets. It is not surpris- 
ing, therefore, to find that the price of wheat flour had actually fallen 
in Moscow during the period covered. Germany and Austria both 

- claimed to have enough wheat on hand to last through another 
harvest, but in Austria the rise in price of wheat flour is very marked. 

~ Holland is the only place reporting as to flour which shows no change 
in price. This is due to the fact that the Government, at an early 
date, took charge of the distribution of flour at a fixed price. The 

- changes in other countries are connected with the expense and diffi- 
culty of its importation, the difficulty of distributing it within the 
country, and the extent to which the Government had taken control 
of both distribution and price. 

The table gives some indication of one fact which greatly increases 
the seriousness of the problem presented by the increased cost of 
living. To a considerable extent the increase is greater on the arti- 
cles used by the poor than on those commonly used by the well-to-do. 
Almost invariably, for instance, when the prices of both. wheat and 
rye flour are reported, rye flour shows the greater increase. This 
difference in the incidence of the increase is shown more plainly 
in the detailed tables which follow. It is partly explained by the 
fact that as soon as prices begin to rise, people cut off luxuries and use 
necessaries more freely. For themselves, in spite of the increased cost 
of the necessaries which accompanies or follows this increased use, the 
change may be an economy, but its effects fall heavily on those whose 
living has always been confined mainly to necessaries. 

Two other factors which can not appear in this table enter into the 
problem. One is that for the Balkan States and their immediate 
neighbors the present increase in cost of living follows hard on a
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~ similar increase, due to the Eastern wars, to which the population had 
not yet become adjusted. The American consul at Saloniki notes: 

For the past three years the territory of this consular district has 
been more or less in a continuous state of war. The Turco-Italian 
War was followed by the Balkan War of 1912; then came the War of 
the Balkan Allies in 1913, and now the European War. During this 
period there has been a steady increase in the cost of living, which 
may be divided as follows: 

Furst period.—From January 1, 1912, to the time of Greek occupa- 
tion, November 8, 1912. During this period an increase of 10 per 
cent took place. 
Second period. —Commencing with Greek occupation and ending 

August 1, 1914, during which an average increase of 25 per cent was 
established. 

Third period.—Beginning with the outbreak of the European war 
and concluding November 10th, when the cost of living was increased 
30 per cent over the second period. 

For other countries similarly situated with regard to recent wars, 
the successive increases have not been specified, but in each case the 
rise in prices due to the present war represents only the climax of a 
series of advances. The particular 10 or 20 or 30 per cent increase 
shown in this report for such a country may therefore bear far more 
heavily upon its inhabitants than a similar or even larger increasein 
a country which, although sharing in the world-wide increase in cost 
of living, has not experienced these rapid and spectacular advances. 

The second factor which can not appear in this table is the decrease 
in purchasing power among the workers, due in some cases to unem- 
ployment and in others to the fact that the principal wage earners of 
a family have been called to the colors. It is impossible to estimate 
the effect of these two causes. In some farming regions, remote from 
the region of actual fighting, it is said that the ordinary routine has 
been but little affected; in others, the withdrawal of men from the 
work of cultivation has already produced serious consequences. In 
industrial and commercial regions the disorganization and depression 
caused by the war have produced much unemployment. Practically 
every government which has maintained employment bureaus in the 
past has recognized the seriousness of the situation and taken special 
measures in an effort to cope with it. The decrease of purchasing 
power due to the withdrawal of wage earners is even more difficult to 
estimate. To some extent an effort has been made to offset this by 
allowances to a soldier's dependents, but such measures are not 
universal. 

The importance and full significance of these increases in prices 
would not be fairly presented without reference to the fact that the 
increased cost of living, and especially the increase in food prices, has 
for a number of years been a question of serious concern in practically 
all of the countries included in this report. The upward movement
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in prices prior to the war had, in fact, been world wide. An inquiry 
of the British Board of Trade in 1912 showed increases in food prices 
in various countries over prices in 1900 ranging from 15 per cent in 
Great Britain and France and 16 per cent in Australia to 30 per cent 
in Germany, 32 per cent in Belgium, and 35 per cent in Austria. In 
Canada and in the United States the increase shown was even greater 
than the highest figures above given. Thus, it will be seen that the 
increased prices directly due to the war, coming as the culmination in 
the long period of increases, are much more serious to the masses of 
the population than the mere figures indicate. It is obvious, too, 
that the increases of the first four to six months represent only the 
beginning of the war’s effect on the cost of living. 

GOVERNMENTAL EFFORTS TO CHECK THE INCREASE IN COST OF LIVING. 

Legal and administrative measures to check the rise in cost of 
necessaries were very generally taken. An embargo on exports and 
a removal of customs duties on imports of foodstuffs were common 
measures. Denmark, Egypt, Great Britain, Italy, Russia, Spain, and 
Turkey forbade the exportation of practically all foodstuffs; France, 
‘Norway, and Sweden listed certain articles which must not be exported, 
‘and Holland placed an embargo on butter and cheese. In some cases, 
these restrictions were removed or modified after business had be- 
come adjusted to war conditions. Thus, in Russia the embargo was 
‘only temporary, while in Spain it was soon made to depend on a kind 
of sliding scale of prices. For example, rice, which is a very im- 
portant article of diet among the poorer classes, might be exported 
only so long as its wholesale price remained below a specified figure. 

Fixing maximum prices, especially for foodstuffs, by some gov- 
ernmental agency was a very common measure. To some extent 
it was used by every country included in this report, although in 
Great Britain, and Sweden, so little of the sort was done that these 
countries might almost be excepted. In Great Britain the Govern- 
ment’s action was purely advisory, except in regard to sugar, which 
the Government purchased in large quantity for resale in order to 
keep down the retail price. In Holland the wheat supply was seized 
by the Government, to be distributed under its supervision at fixed 
prices, and in Sweden, although a law was passed October 9, 1914, 
empowering the Crown to fix maximum prices from time to time, no 
arbitrary prices had been fixed up to December. 

The methods adopted for fixing prices differed considerably. 
Belgium was one of the first countries to adopt special measures. On 
August 4 a law was passed authorizing the fixing of maximum prices, 
in accordance with which King Albert issued a decree fixing prices for 
flour, bread, potatoes, native wheat, salt, sugar, and rice, and per- 
mitting local authorities to requisition these articles if dealers tried
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to hold them back. By October the attempt to maintain uniform 
prices throughout the Kingdom was given up, and another decree was 
issued permitting the local authorities to fix prices in each district. 
At present this arrangement is not in force, owing to the utter lack 
of a normal food supply. 

In France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Netherlands, Russia, Spain, and 
parts of Turkey the municipal authorities, either alone or in cooperation 
with the central or military authorities, might fix maximum prices if 
they thought best. In most cases this right was of long standing. In 
all of these countries the municipal authorities have very generally 
made use of this right.! In Switzerland the municipal authorities 
had the same right but found difficulties in the way of its exercise. 
In Basel, for instance, when the authorities proposed to fix the price of 
meat, the butchers threatened to close their shops if they were thus 
restricted. In Bulgaria a special law was passed early in August 
authorizing local authorities ‘with the participation of the financial 
authorities’ to fix prices, both wholesale and retail. In Egypt a 
commission was appointed by the central Government with power 
to fix maximum prices, publishing weekly lists of the prices thus fixed. 
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden also resorted to commissions for this 
purpose. In Servia the ministry of the interior was charged with the 
duty of fixing maximum prices. 

Some Governments, while allowing the local authorities to fix 
prices on most things, issued decrees applicable to their whole terri- 
tory concerning a few highly important articles. Thus, Austria and 
Germany both prescribed the proportion of wheat or rye flour that 
should be used in making bread. InNovember Austriawas considering 
fixing the price of grain, while Germany had fixed the wholesale price 
of cereals throughout the Empire; had prohibited the use of grain for 
brewing, distilling, or feeding the cattle; had established maximum 
prices for potatoes by geographical districts, and had forbidden the 
use of potatoes in the manufacture of spirits. Turkey had fixed prices 
for petroleum, sugar, and flour. In Italy, salt, tobacco, and matches 
are Government monopolies, so that their prices are in any case fixed 
by the central authority; like articles of private monopoly their 

~ prices were raised. 
Denmark, Holland, and Switzerland contented themselves with 

controlling the most important breadstuff of each country. Denmark 
had appointed a committee on foodstuffs charged with the duty of 
collecting data and advising the Government as to suitable action. 
Rye bread is the principal food of the poorer classes in Denmark. In 
December, although exportation of grain or its use as food for animals 
  

1 Cities mentioned by the consuls in the statements reproduced in this Bulletin, in which the muni- 

cipal authorities have fixed maximum prices, are: Sofia, Bulgaria; Havre, Rheims, and Rouen, France; 

Kehl, Germany; Athens, Greece; Naples, Milan, Rome, and Venice, Italy; Moscow, Petrograd, Tiflis, 

and Warsaw, Russia.
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had been forbidden, rye bread was 50 per cent higher than at the 
outbreak of the war, and still rising. The committee found that the 
country had not a sufficient supply of rye to last to the next harvest, 
and only about two-thirds of what was needed for bread alone. On 
the other hand, enough to make up the deficiency had already been 
bought in the United States, but had not yet reached Denmark. 

The committee, therefore, came to the conclusion that the most 
advisable steps to take were: 

1. To fix a maximum price on Danish rye. 
2. To have the Government authorized to expropriate all private 

stores if necessary. 
Danish rye alone, in ordinary circumstances, is not well suited for 

bread and generally is not used for it, German rye or the finer qualities 
of American rye being substituted for it; but the last Danish harvest 
was of such an extraordinarily good quality that it would go very well 
in bread when mixed with first-class American flour. The idea of 
the committee, then, was to obtain the absolute control of the whole 
store of Danish rye and to keep the prices down by fixing a maximum 
price on it. It would then be possible to fix a certain proportion in 
which American flour should be mixed with Danish flour in the bread, 
and as the Danish rye on hand was supposed to be sufficient for two- 
thirds of the whole consumption until next year, it was but natural 
that the proportion should be fixed at two-thirds Danish flour and 
one-third American. 

A law fixing maximum prices and authorizing the Government to 
enforce them was accordingly passed. The expropriation has not 
taken place and the Danish peasants therefore are keeping their rye, 
because the maximum price, although about 25 per cent above the 
ordinary level, is 20 per cent lower than might have been obtained 
before the price was fixed. 

The Dutch Government had before the middle of November taken 
possession of the whole stock of wheat and was taking care of its dis- 
tribution at fixed prices. White bread was practically unobtainable, 
only brown and dark bread being sold. In Switzerland the Govern- 
ment ground and sold rye flour. 

Great Britain made an interesting stort to modify prices with- 
out taking the responsibility of fixing them. At the outbreak of the 
war there was the same panic which prevailed elsewhere. The well- 
to-do thronged the provision shops, buying in anticipation of future 
scarcity. In Glasgow some of the shops are said to have closed at 
noon, the crowd of would-be buyers was so dense and so eager. In 
smaller places shops were literally bought out by one or two pur- 
chasers. There was no actual or prospective lack of supplies, but 
transportation was temporarily disorganized, and the frenzied buy-
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ing sent prices up in a way likely to cause serious distress among the 
poorer classes. “Not only were prices abnormally inflated, but in 
many districts, owing to panic orders, supplies of necessary articles 
of food ran out altogether.” There were immediate and earnest 
demands that the Government should do something. 

» On August 5 a cabinet committee on food supplies under the chair- 
manship of the Home Secretary met ‘“ the representatives of certain 
great companies owning 3,000 distributing shops and the grocers’ 
federation owning 14,000 shops.” * It was decided that a standing 
committee should be formed to advise as to maximum retail prices 
for staple articles of food. These prices were not compulsory, but 
represented the opinion of experts, acting under governmental sanc- 
tion, as to what purchasers might reasonably regard as the highest 
figures they ought to pay. The first list of prices was issued August 
7th, to be effective through the 10th. These prices gave rise to com- 
plaing that the committee was acting in the interest of dealers, rather 
than of purchasers. 

“The prices current yesterday,” says a daily paper, “were well 
under the maximum fixed by the State.” The following are the home 
and colonial quotations and the State maximum compared: 2 

» 

  p—   

  

: To-day’s price, per | State maximum, per 
Articles. pound. pound. 

. sd 3.4, 
Cronulated SUSAr. orn scart re vriasmnmesb sn totinsasdissss 0 :3.16.1cenis]..... 0 4% [9.1 cents]. 
OD aT sia Sais ats aT eras nat a a Fenda 0 3% [7.1 cents]..... 0 5 [10.1 cents]. 
Ln A RE SS Se SENSI A DIL Se 1 3 [30.4 cents]....| 1 6 [36.5 cents] 
Chiesa (Colonia). i ove te sins eis dana st Ss adn ns es 0 83% [17.2 cents]....| 0- 9% [19.3 cents] 
1 arg (AMCTICAN ia oc oc sr aic nessa nn mimsininsininitie 5 = ia Fotis Sa 0 7 [l4.2cents]....| 0 8 [16.2 cents] 
Maree, oe Nr LT TR 0 8 [16.2cents]....[ 0 10 [20.3 cents] 
Bacon: 

British(hy the side). toi. .ci..uuiis iste ci teransonsnnss 1 2 [28.4cents]....[1 6 [36.5 cents]. 
Continental(by the Side). 0. oo ici chmnnts susog e tdi sss = prefaw’s vamos wr nis d's 1 4 [32.4 cents]       
By the time the next list was issued, August 11, current prices had 

risen somewhat, and the maximum set on bacon by the committee 
was reduced by 3d. (6.1 cents) for British and 2d. (4.1 cents) for con- 

tinental bacon. Accordingly the current and. maximum prices 
agreed, except that the committee’s price for sugar was still $d. (1.5 
dante) higher than current quotations. The committee continued 
to issue price lists for about three weeks, by which time prices had 
become fairly stable, though at a higher evel than that prevailing in 
July. 

Another weapon was provided against artificially induced high 
prices, although up to the present it has not been used. On August 
  

1 London Morning Post, Aug. 6, 1914. : 

2 The Daily Citizen, Saturday, Aug. 8, 1914. 

-3 See Board of Trade Labour Gazette, August, 1914, p. 283.
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8 a bill was passed through all its stages in the House of Commons, 
one clause of which provided that— 

If the Board of Trade are of opinion that any foodstuff is being 
unreasonably withheld from the market they may, if so authorized 
by His Majesty’s proclamation * * * take possession of any 
supplies to which the proclamation relates, and pay to the owner 
such prices as may, in default of agreement, be decided to be reason- 
able, having regard to all the circumstances, by a judge of the High 
Court selected by the Lord Chief Justice of England. 

This clause may yet have a practical bearing, since at the present 
writing (March, 1915) the labor party in Great Britain is urgently de- 
manding governmental action to lower the prices, especially of coal 
and flour. 

One further step the Government took. Two-thirds of the sugar 
supply of Great Britain is ordinarily imported from Germany and 
Austria, both of which sources of supply were at once cut off by the 
war. Within a week the wholesale price of sugar had trebled, and 
quite apart from any panic there was reason to fear a still greater 
rise. Accordingly, in October the cabinet committee on food sup- 
plies purchased over 900,000 tons of sugar, raw and refined. This 
was sold to refiners at a price which would protect the Government 
from loss, and yet make it possible to retail the sugar at 33d. (7.6 
cents) per pound for granulated sugar and 44d. (9.1 cents) for good 
cubes. 

Another scheme adopted by the Government was undertaken not 
to keep down prices, but to maintain the food supply. At the out- 
break of the war a plan for State insurance of ships and cargoes had 
been hastily devised. In the case of ships the Government was to 
insure all war risks at a flat rate of premium, ranging from 1 to 5 per 
cent. For cargoes a special State insurance department was set up 
with an advisory board to fix the rate of premiums. Not long after 
the Board of Trade arranged a similar scheme of insurance with an 
association representing the owners of steam fishing vessels. It was 
hoped that by this arrangement the owners of such vessels would be 
enabled to pursue their occupation and to maintain the customary 
supply of fish. 

Detailed studies of the steps taken by the German and the Scandi- 
navian Governments to control prices are given in the studies of con- 
ditions in those countries, which follow. 

The removal of import duties on certain articles as a means of 
keeping down prices was an expedient adopted early in the war by 
France and Germany. By the end of October a mass meeting at 
Gottenborg, Sweden, passed resolutions calling upon the Government 
among other things ‘‘to suspend import duties on foodstuffs,”’* and the 
  

1 At a later date than that covered by the body of this report, the Swedish Government complied in 

part with this request. In December an act was passed removing import duties from wheat and rye, and 
from wheat flour and rye flour from Dec. 28, 1914, to May 21, 1915.
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consul at Barcelona reports early in November that appeals had been 
made to the Spanish Government to ‘‘permit the free entry of wheat, 
beans, and lentils, because certain food products can not be sold 
without loss.” Elsewhere import duties seem to have been regarded 
as beyond all suggestion of modification, even when, as in Saloniki, 
they were almost unendurably heavy. 

While the efforts of the different Governments have in general 
been directed toward keeping down the cost of living there are a few 
instances of raising revenue by increasing prices, directly or indirectly. 
The action of the Italian Government in raising the prices of its 

monopolies, salt, tobacco, and matches, has already been mentioned. 
In addition the consul at Genoa remarks: 

“The Government has also contributed to the increased cost of 
living by raising the taxes on business enterprises, causing dealers, in 
turn, to increase the cost of their goods.” 

In Great Britain no such action was taken until the adoption of 
the war budget, which was introduced in Parliament November 17, 
1914. Among other provisions it contained the following items: 

1. Income tax and super tax to be doubled. 
2. The duty on beer to be increased by 17s. 3d. ($4.20) the barrel. 

It was estimated that this would amount to an increase in the retail | 
pries of 4d. (1 cent) per half pint. 

. The duty on tea to be increased by 3d. (6.1 cents) per poll : 
Te the part which tea plays in the English dietary, the 

last increase will affect almost the whole population. 

SUMMARY. 

The war has caused an increase in the cost of living throughout 
Europe, but this increase has varied greatly according to local con- 
ditions. In the main, the greatest rise has been in the price of 
necessaries. The hardship caused by the increased cost of living has 
in many cases been aggravated by a decrease of purchasing power 
among the working classes, due in part to unemployment and in part 
to the departure of wage earners to join their respective armies. All 
the Governments which previously maintained State employment 
bureaus have taken special measures with a view to reducing unem- 
ployment, and in some cases an attempt has been made to meet the 
other difficulty by making allowances to the dependents of soldiers. 
Practically every country included in this report has taken some 
legal or administrative steps to check the advance in cost of living. 
How far these steps have been successful may be judged from the 
detailed data as to changes in the price of necessaries given in the 
following pages. 
  

1 Political Quarterly, December, 1914, p. 175.
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AUSTRIA. 

Up to November, 1914, the general level of prices in western Aus- 
tria had not been seriously affected by the war. Meat was abundant, 
and though the lack of food supplies usually obtained from the eastern 
Hungarian provinces was beginning to be felt, the supplies of fruits, 
vegetables, and dairy products were plentiful. The chief cause of 
concern was the scarcity of wheat and other breadstuffs, and the 
difficulty of importing them. Governmental action had already been 
undertaken with a view to making the supply on hand go as far as 
possible. 

Reports from the American consuls at Carlsbad and Vienna are 
presented: - 

CARLSBAD, AUSTRIA, November 10, 1914. 
A comparative statement of prices for July, 1914, and October, 

1914, with the percentage of increase, 1s shown below: 

    

  

    

      

Per cent 
Commodities. July, 1914. October, 1914. of 

increase. 

CORE... cnn ise teens sin ne sna sna siney.. DEL DOA. .1= £0, 5337-80, 705 1 8). 443.80,738 10 
Blom. vou. mri de Ln rn He do.... .039 .065 67 
Sar a Ll de ine do..1. .074 . 081 10 
Sugar, cube do..:. .078 .092 19 
Sugar, powdered . .044 .052 17 
Sal ee Te SL . 030 . 037 25 
Groats . 044 .055 25 
Rice. .044 L074 67 
Barley . 044 . 052 17 
Meat .166- .258 .231- .323 30 
Milk 046 .058 25 
Cream 123 134 
Eggs . .014 .028- .032 114 
Ballon, best..c iain. ai visi Nd per pound. . . 399 .443 11 
Buiter. seeond grade... ..... 00%. cn vnst ier veda ne do.... .295- .351 .334- .369 9 
A ecto eas ta te aa SA ee dae ea ra do.... .231 277 20 

AE CE EBA a ST do <3it 185 67 
I A Co SM rl Wo SP i SBR STL do . 148 .185 25 
SR Beh do.... .221 277 25 

Dl rei ee i Dak ie Sa do... .074 .089 20 
...per quart.. . 069 «127 83 

satin Ol do... . 046 .058 25 
per pound.. *) B14 ial. 

Potatoes... ci asia per 100 kilograms (220.5 pounds). . .812 1.624 100 
AOS nee Veins amas ns per pound. . . 092 .092- .185 50 
NN eratnl les... i Te A ee CR Sl 25 

  

1 Not in such small quantity. 

VIENNA, AUSTRIA, November 20, 191). 
With some few exceptions, the cost of living in Vienna has not 

greatly increased since the war began. Exceptionally good crops and 
Vienna's proximity to fertile agricultural regions have made 1t pos- 
sible to keep the markets supplied nearly as well as in normal times. 

Wheat and other breadstuffs are scarce, and, being contraband, 
can not be imported. The Government has therefore decreed that 
from December 1, 1914, only 70 per cent of wheat or rye flour may be 
used in making bread, the remainder to consist of barley, corn, or 
potato flour. Measures for establishing a maximum price at which 
grain may be sold are under consideration. 
  

1 For table of relative prices, see Appendix A.
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Retail prices of the principal articles of consumption during the 
second half of October for 1913 and 1914 are given in the following 
table issued by the.burgomaster of Vienna. The percentages of in- 
crease for 1914 over 1913 have been computed. 
  

  

  

      
  

Per cent 
Articles. October, 1913. | October, 1914. of 

increase. 

Boo tt i ei a ss sma ae per pound..| $0.148-$0.240 | $0.148-$0.240 |..... Ndi 
POT. dai ie ti A na a eed do... L148- 277 .166- 277 4 
Jard......: Renn ins mia ein wa Th pn i te wine 2 ne mam he we do.... L170- 1.203 .166- .203 11 
Baton... aE TE A i ge LB do... .166- .221 .162- 192 19 
Butter table, aT ay do.... .314- .391 .314- 388 13 
Baber, COOKINT. ... ca i i eal, do... .221- .295 e221 "L208 les sn tves 
Milk, whole. 5... . 0 avi oi de nds per quart..|. .050- .061 +030= i 001 |. vsencsen 
Mile skimmed... Co a i eee do...: .038- .050 .038- .046 14 
Boos, est... ENR each. . .018- ,020 .024- .032 47 
EE A Ae ME Ee NB per pound. . .009- .013 .008- .017 | . 13 
SauerRralt . . ..... id eas tes ra sR a na do... .022- 1,031 .018- .026 117 
Beans, A Serta ars seen do... .037- .065 .050- .070 18 
LL RR RR A DR RT ERR de.... .037- .076 .044- 081 11 
our, Wheat, Bests, .. co. lila ee se a Sia do.... .033- .041 .055- 061 58 
Touc wheat, ark. |... 0. 0 ii Layee Silt Sd do... 027-038 .034- .046 25 
Flour, wheat, mixed... . cc. oy adad as do.... 024- .037 030- .042 19 

1 Decrease. 

On October 10, 1914, an imperial decree was issued granting to 
the Government authority under the fundamental law to take such 
economic measures as might be found necessary because of the state 
of war, and under this authorization a number of decrees have 
been issued with the purpose of conserving the supply and regulating 
the prices of some of the more important foods. Under one of these 
decrees maximum wholesale prices were fixed for grain and flour. 
These prices were as follows: 

In pursuance of the ministerial decree of November 28, 1914, the 
governor of Lower Austria has determined the following maximum 
prices for the wholesale trade in grain and flour: 

A. For grain. 

For 100 kilograms of wheat weighing 76 kilograms per hectoliter, 40.50 crowns. 
[$2.20 per bushel of 59 pounds.] ; : 

For 100 kilograms of rye weighing 70 kilograms per hectoliter, 33.50 crowns. [$1.68 
per bushel of 54.4 pounds.] 

For 100 kilograms of barley, 29 crowns. [$1.28 per bushel of 48 pounds.] 

For 100 kilograms of maize (cinquantin and white maize excepted) naturally or 
artificially dried, 24 crowns. [$1.24 per bushel of 56 pounds.] 

B. For flour. 

Wheat semolina and fine wheat baking flour, 67.85 crowns per 100 kilograms. [$12.25 
per barrel. ] 

Wheat cooking flour, 63.80 crowns per 100 kilograms. [$11.51 per barrel.] 
Wheat bread flour, 47.55 crowns per 100 kilograms. [$8.58 per barrel.] 

Whole wheat flour, 49.40 crowns per 100 kilograms. [$8.92 per barrel.] 
Rye flour, 45.35 crowns per 100 kilograms. [$4.18 per hundredweight.] 

Barley flour, 45.75 crowns per 100 kilograms. [$4.21 per hundred weight]. 
Maize meal, 34.80 crowns per 100 kilograms. [$3.20 per hundredweight.] 

87285°—Bull. 170—15——2
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Beginning with the decree of October 10, 1914, already referred to, 
a series of decrees and regulations were issued, as follows: 

Imperial decree of October 10, 1914, authorizing the Government to take such economic 
measures as are required by the extraordinary conditions caused by the existing state of 
war. (R.G. Bl. No. 274.) 

In accordance with article 14 of the fundamental law of the State (Staatsgrund- 
gesetz) of December 21, 1867, R. G. Bl. No. 141, I herewith issue the following decree: 

ArticLE 1. The Government is herewith authorized to take such measures as are 

required for the economic promotion of agriculture, industry, commerce, and the 
handicrafts, as well as for the provision of the population with foodstuffs and other 
necessaries of life. 

The communes may be obligated to give their cooperation in the enforcement of 
such measures. 

ART. 2. Decrees issued in pursuance of article 1 may provide that contraventions 

of their provisions shall be punished by the administrative authorities with fines up 
to 5,000 crowns [$1,015], or in case of nonpayment of the fine with imprisonment up 
to 6 months. 

ART. 3. Decrees issued in pursuance of the present imperial decree shall immedi- 

ately be abrogated as soon as normal conditions have been restored. 
Arr. 4, This imperial decree becomes effective on the date of its publication. The 

required measures shall be taken and enforced by the ministers interested. 

Joint decree of October 31, 1914, of the ministers of commerce, interior, and agriculture 
relating to the restriction of the use of wheat and rye flour in the industrial manufacture 
of bread. (R. @. Bl. No. 301.) 

In pursuance of the imperial decree of October 10, 1914, R. c Bl. No. 274, the fol- 
lowing decree has been issued: 

ArticLe 1. During the continuance of the present extraordinary conditions caused 

by the existing state of war, only such a mixture of flour may be used in the indus- 

trial manufacture of bread as contains a maximum of 70 per cent of wheat or rye 
flour or of a suitable mixture of wheat and rye flour. The remainder of the mixture 
must be composed of potato flour or mashed potatoes. 

Art. 2. If the mixture used in the baking of bread contains potato flour or mashed 
potatoes, the obligation according to the pure food law providing that in selling the 

bread this fact must be made known remains in force. 

Such obligation, however, does not exist in case of flour mixed with barley flour 

or maize meal. : 
In cases of exigency the political provincial authorities are authorized to fix the 

sale price of mixed bread with due consideration of its weight and composition and 
of existing circumstances. 

Arr. 3. As industrial manufacture of bread shall be considered all manufacture of 
bread undertaken for the purpose of its sale to third parties. 

Arr. 4. Bread sold by dealers must, if made in Austria, be composed of the mix- 

tures of flour provided in this decree. 
Arr. 5. The provisions of this decree are not applicable to the manufacture and 

sale of bakery goods made exclusively of wheat flour ( Weissgebick). 
Arr. 6. Contraventions of this decree shall in so far as they are not subject to crim- 

inal prosecution be punished by the industrial authorities with a fine not to exceed 

2,000 crowns [$406] or with imprisonment up to 3 months. 

If the contravention is committed by a person engaged in an industry coming under 
the provision of article 133b, paragraph 1, lit. a, of the industrial code, he may in 
addition be punished by revocation of his industrial license. 

Arr. 7. Article 2, paragraph 2, of this decree shall become effective on the date 
of its publication, and the rest of the decree on December 1, 1914.
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Joint decree of October 31, 1914, of the ministers of commerce and of the interior relating to 
the prohibition of the exchange or return of bakery goods sold to restaurants and saloons 

and dealers. (R. G. Bl. No. 302.) 

In pursuance of the imperial decree of October 10, 1914, R. G. Bl. No. 274, the 

following decree, applicable during the continuance of the present state of war, 

has been issued: 
ArticLE 1. The exchange and return of bakery goods sold by bakers to restau- 

rants, saloons, and dealers is prohibited. 
Art. 2. Restaurant and saloon keepers, and dealers, as well as bakers, shall be 

punished by the industrial authorities for contraventions of this decree with fines up 
to 500 crowns [$101.50] or with imprisonment up to one month. 

Arr. 3. This decree becomes effective on the date of its publication. 

Joint decree of November 28, 1914, of the ministers of commerce, agriculture, and interior 
relating to the manufacture of and traffic in flour. (R.G. Bl. No. 324.) 

In pursuance of the imperial decree of October 10, 1914, the following decree, 
applicable during the continuance of the present state of war, has been issued: 

" ArticLeE 1. In mills producing various grades of flour, wheat intended for the 

manufacture of flour for human consumption shall be milled up to a maximum of 80 
per cent. This product shall consist of the following three grades of flour only: 

1. Grits and fine baking flour of grade 0 up to a maximum of 15 per cent of the 

entire product. 
2. Cooking flour up to a maximum of 15 per cent of the entire product. 

3. Bread flour of the remainder of the entire product. 
Mills milling one grade of flour only (whole wheaten meal) shall mill the wheat 

used up to 85 per cent. 
Arr. 2. Only one grade of flour may be milled from rye. In the manufacture of 

such flour rye shall be milled up to 82 per cent. 
Arr. 3. Wheat cooking flour (art. 1, No. 3) may be placed in traffic only in a mix- 

ture composed of 70 per cent wheat flour and 30 per cent barley flour. 
Wheat bread flour (art. 1, No. 2) and whole wheaten flour (art. 1, par. 3) may be 

placed in traffic only in a mixture composed of 67 per cent wheat flour and 33 per cent 

barley flour or of 70 per cent wheat flour and 30 per cent maize meal or potato flour 

or fine rice flour. 
Arr. 4. Rye flour (art. 2) may be placed in traffic only in a mixture composed of 

67 per cent rye flour and 33 per cent barley flour or of 70 per cent rye flour and 30 per 

cent maize meal or potato flour or fine rice flour. 
- Arr. 5. In the manufacture of mixtures of wheat bread flour, whole wheat flour, 

and rye flour (art. 3, par. 2, and art. 4) it is permitted to use also barley flour, maize 

meal, potato flour, and fine rice flour, but always only two of these kinds of flour. 

The total quantity of the admixed flour may not exceed 30 per cent of the mixture to 
be manufactured. 

Wheat bread flour and whole wheat flour may be mixed with rye flour in any suitable 

proportion. Such a mixture, however, may be placed in traffic only if mixed with 
barley flour, maize meal, potato flour, or fine rice flour in the proportions given in 

article 3, pasgraph 2, and article 4. 

Arr. 6. In the menuiacture of barley flour the barley must be milled up to 70 
per cent. 

Only naturally or artificially dried maize may be used in the manufacture of maize 

meal. At least 19 per cent in germs and hulls in addition to the dust must be 

separated from this raw product. : 
Arr. 7. The mixing of flour, as prescribed in articles 3 to 5, must, as a rule, be effected 

in the mills without distinction as to whether the mixing is effected by milling the
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mixed varieties of grain or by mechanical mixing of the separately milled varieties 
of flour. 

The political provincial authorities may on application permit, exceptionally and 

subject to revocation, that individual mills, which for technical reasons are not in a 
position to effect the mixing of flour, may sell the individual varieties of flour unmixed 
to other mills or to establishments engaged in the business of working up flour. 

If a mill is granted such a permit, the flour or final product worked up by some 
other establishment may be placed in traffic only in the mixtures provided for in 
articles 3 to 5. The mixing regulations of the ministerial decree of October 31, 1914, 

_(R. G. BL. No. 301) are applicable to the manufacture of bread. 

‘Art. 8. Mixtures of flour manufactured in the meaning of the present law, if con- 
tained in bags or other closed packages, may be sold only with indications of the 
proportions of the mixture. 

Arr. 9. Special measures may be taken for the supervision of the observance of 

the above provisions. Especially the authorities may order the keeping of lists of 
entry and exit of all merchandise, which lists must be submitted to their inspection. 

In the instances provided in article 7, paragraph 2, the political provincial authori- 

ties when granting exceptional permits must simultaneously take additional measures 
for the supervision of the proper observance of the exceptional provisions by the mills, 
as well as by the establishments working up the flour. 

Art. 10. The present decree is not applicable to flour sold to the military adminis- 
tration, nor to the manufacture of such flour as producers of grain have milled from 
their own grain for their own home consumption. 

Art. 11. The minister of commerce is herewith authorized to grant exceptions from 
the provisions of this decree with respect to the placing in traffic of unmixed flour 
imported from foreign countries. 

Arr. 12. Contraventions of this decree and of provisions issued in pursuance of the 
same shall be punished by the political authorities of the first instance with fines up 

to 5,000 crowns [$1,015] or imprisonment up to six months, provided that such contra- 
ventions are not subject to criminal procedure. 

If the contravention is committed by a person engaged in any industry coming 
under the provision of article 133b, paragraph 1, lit. a, of the industrial code, he may, 

in addition, be punished by revocation of his industrial license. 
Arr. 13. This decree shall become effective on December 7, 1914. Flour still in 

stock on this date may, however, be sold up to December 15, 1914. 

Joint decree of November 28, 1914, of the ministers of commerce, agriculture, and interior 

relating to the determination of maximum prices for grain and flour. (R. GQ. BI. 
No. 825.) 

In pursuance of the imperial decree of October 10, 1914, R. G. Bl. No. 274, the 

following decree, applicable during the continuance of the extraordinary conditions 
caused by the present state of war, has been issued: 

ArricLE 1. The political provincial authorities shall within their administrative 
territories determine fixed prices for the wholesale trade in wheat, rye, barley, and 

maize (naturally or artificially dried), which shall not be exceeded in the sale of 
these commodities. The approval of these maximum prices shall be reserved to the 
ministry of commerce conjointly with the ministry of agriculture. 

The maximum price for wheat and rye shall be determined on the basis of the 

average wholesale price paid in the corresponding administrative territory during the 
last two weeks of October, 1914, and that of barley and maize, in like manner, on 
the basis of the average for the first two weeks of November, 1914. Temporary 

abnormal increases in price caused by extraordinary circumstances, such as the pas- 
sage of troops through the territory, interruption of railroad transportation, ete., shall 
however, not be considered in the computation of the average price.
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The determination of the maximum price for wheat shall be based on wheat weigh- 
ing 76 kilograms per hectoliter [59.04 pounds per bushel] and that for rye weighing 

70 kilograms per hectoliter [54.4 pounds per bushel]. 

If the weight per hectoliter of wheat or rye is more or less than 76 or 70 kilograms, 

respectively, the maximum price fixed by the political provincial authority shall be 
increased or decreased 20 heller [4.1 cents] per 100 kilograms for wheat and 15 heller 

[3 cents] per 100 kilograms for rye for each full kilogram [2.2 pounds] in excess of or 
below the above basic weight. 

These increases or decreases in the price shall not, however, be made for more 
than 3 kilograms in excess of or below the basic weight. 

Arr. 2. Wholesale dealers may sell flour only at prices which do not exceed the 
maximum prices to be computed according to the provisions of the following para- 

graphs: 

The maximum price of wheat semolina and of fine wheat baking flour shall be 

computed 67.5 per cent higher per 100 kilograms than the maximum price fixed per 
100 kilograms of wheat for the corresponding administrative territory. 

Likewise, the maximum price shall be computed for— 

Wheat cooling flour... .. 2000. oot vh. a 57.5 per cent higher. 
; Wheat bread flour.........c.o eee uns huin vos YEA per cont higher, 
Whele-wheat flour... «oi. 8.0... AL. 22.0 per cent higher. 

Rye flour....... rari a ae 35.3"per cent higher. 
Bo oY flOM ve yar sr rr nse ss iris dram aan 57.8 per cent higher. 

Malre mons ioe iiisisiin rt sae svn rrin svat ay 45.0 per cent higher. 

than the maximum price fixed for the corresponding raw material. 

The maximum prices of mixtures of flour manufactured from the above varieties 

of flour in the meaning of articles 3 to 5 of the ministerial decree of November 28, 1914, 

'R. G. Bl. No. 324, shall be computed according to the proportion of the varieties 
of flour used in the mixture. 

Art. 3. As wholesale trade in the meaning of this decree shall be considered all 
traffic between producers, dealers, and manufacturers. 

Arr. 4. Maximum prices in the meaning of this decree are net cash for delivery 

without bags in the locality contractually agreed upon. If the buyer does not furnish 

the bags, the seller shall be obligated to furnish them and to take them back for the 
price charged, provided they are returned within six weeks after delivery in perfectly 

usable condition. The political provincial authorities may fix a maximum price for 
bags. 

Maximum prices for grain and flour include the costs of loading and transportation 
up to the freight station of the place of origin. 

Arr. 5. The political provincial authorities shall be authorized to determine maxi- 

mum prices for the retail trade in articles mentioned in this decree with proper con- 
sideration of the maximum prices determined for these articles. 

Arr. 6. Owners of articles mentioned in this decree may in so far as these articles 

are not needed by them for their own home consumption be requested by the political 
. provincial authorities to deliver them at the maximum prices fixed in this decree. 

Such a quantity of these articles as shall be sufficient for the continuance of operation 
of their establishments must, however, be left to agriculturists and manufacturers. 

If an owner of such articles refuses to comply with this request, the political provin- 

cial authorities may sell the articles in question for the account and at the cost of the 
owner. In such a case the political provincial authority shall, after a hearing of 

experts, definitely determine the sale price with proper consideration of the maximum 

prices, as well as of the quality and salableness of the articles. 

Art. 7. This decree is not applicable to the importation of grain and flour from 

foreign countries.
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Arr. 8. On application of an agricultural corporation or of the imperial royal seed- 
control station in Vienna, the minister of agriculture may permit exceptions from the 

provisions of this decree for the traffic in seed grain. 
Arr. 9. Contraventions of the provisions of this decree and of regulations issued in 

pursuance of it shall be punished by the political authorities of the first instance with 
fines up to 5,000 crowns [$1,015] or imprisonment up to 6 months. 

Arr. 10. This decree becomes effective on the date of its publication. 

Joint decree of December 19, 1914, of the ministers of commerce, agriculture, and interior 
relating to the determination of maximum prices for potatoes. (R. G. Bl. No. 345.) 

In pursuance of the imperial decree of October 10, 1914, R. G. BL. No. 274, the fol- 
lowing decree, applicable during the continuance of the extraordinary conditions 
caused by the present state of war, has been issued: 

ArricLE 1. The following maximum prices shall not be exceeded in the selling of 

potatoes at wholesale: 

[The prices of the original decree which were in crowns per 100 
kilograms have been changed to the basis of price per bushel in 
United States money.] 

  

  

  

  

    

Price per bushel of po- 
tatoes, with the ex- 
ception of so-called 
“Kipfler”” (fancy) 
potatoes. 

Province. 
Food Potatoes 

potatoes, | for indus- 
sorted trial and 

(yellow, feeding 
white, purposes, 
rose). unsorted. 

Yower Austria... 0... fonannsanisanes $0. 497 $0. 331 
Soper Austria... dL. 0 00.0000 . 552 .331 
SEIS chs sts rss Samra nny es «D8 .387 
Styria .58 . 359 
Carinthia .58 359 
Carniola .58 359 
Gorz, Trieste, Istria . 608 387 
BO ec invita in ns eas ioe mss 5a nn . 608 .359 

Vorarlberg. ....-.. aon) . 608 .359 
Bohemia... ...o. eis suns ir snsimen soins .497 .331 
MOTI... strates ens deg nia .497 +331 
SHesls... mic SRE dE .497 331 
Dalmatia... ....ooiunee rosin sans snprs .663 387     
  

Arr. 2. As wholesale trade in the meaning of this decree shall be considered all 
traffic between producers, dealers, and manufacturers. 

The maximum prices provided for in article 1 may also not be exceeded in direct 
traffic between producer and consumer. 

Arr. 3. Maximum prices in the meaning of this decree are per 100 kilograms, net 

cash, for delivery without bags in the locality contractually agreed upon. If the 
purchaser does not furnish the bags, the seller is, in case of sale f. 0. b. place of origin, 

authorized to furnish at the cost of the purchaser the straw required for protection of 

the potatoes while in transit. : 
Maximum prices for potatoes include the cost of loading and transportation to the 

freight station of the place of origin. 

Arr. 4. The political provincial authorities shall be authorized to determine maxi- 
mum prices for the retail trade in potatoes with proper consideration of the maximum 

wholesale prices determined. 

Arr. 5. Owners of supplies of potatoes may, in so far as they are not needed for 
their own home consumption, be requested by the political provincial authorities to 
deliver them at the maximum prices fixed in this decree. However, such a quantity
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of potatoes must be left to agriculturists and manufacturers as shall be sufficient for 
the continuance of operation of their establishments. 

If an owner refuses to comply with this request, the political provincial authorities 
may sell the supply in question for the account and at the cost of the owner. In 
such a case the political provincial authorities shall, after a hearing of experts, defi- 

nitely determine the sale price with proper consideration of the maximum prices, as 
well as of the quality and salableness of the supply. 

Arr. 6. This decree is not applicable to the importation of potatoes from foreign 

countries. 

Arr. 7. On application of an agricultural corporation or of the imperial royal seed- 

control station in Vienna the minister of agriculture may permit exceptions from the 
provisions of this decree for the traffic in seed potatoes. 

Art. 8. Contraventions of the provisions of this decree and of regulations issued in 
pursuance of it shall be punished by the political authorities of the first instance with 
fines up to 5,000 crowns [$1,015] or with imprisonment up to six months. 

Arr. 9. This decree becomes effective on December 23, 1914. 

Joint decree of December 21, 1914, of the ministers of commerce, agriculture, and interior 

relating to the determination of maximum prices for oats. (R. G. Bl. No. 347.) 

In pursuance of the imperial decree of October 10, 1914, R. G. Bl. No. 274, the follow- 

ing decree, applicable during the continuance of the extraordinary conditions caused 
by the present state of war, has been issued: 

ArTioLE 1. The following maximum prices per 100 kilograms shall not be exceeded 

in the selling of oats at wholesale: 
In Lower Austria and Upper Austria, 25 crowns. [$0.737 per bushel.] 

In Salzburg, 25.50 crowns. [$0.751 per bushel.] 

In Styria, Carinthia, Carniola, Gorz, Trieste, and Istria, 26.50 crowns. [$0.781 per 
bushel.] 

In Tirol (exclusive of the provincial addition to grain prices) and Vorarlberg, 

27.50 crowns. [$0.81 per bushel. ] : 
In Bohemia, 23.50 crowns. [$0.692 per bushel.] 

In Moravia and Silesia, 24 crowns. [$0.707 per bushel. ] 

In Dalmatia, 27 crowns. [30. 796 per bushel. ] 

ArT. 2. As wholesale trade in the meaning of this decree shall be considered all 
traffic between producers, dealers, and manufacturers. 

The maximum prices provided for in article 1 may also not be exceeded in direct 
traffic between producer and consumer, 

Arr. 3. Maximum prices in the meaning of this decree are per 100 kilograms, 
net cash, for delivery without bags in the locality contractually agreed upon. 

Maximum prices include the cost of loading and transportation to the freight station 

of the place of origin. 
Arr. 4. The political provincial authorities shall be authorized to determine 

maximum prices for the retail trade in oats, with proper consideration of the maximum 

wholesale prices determined. 

Art. 5. Owners of supplies of oats may, in so far as these are not needed for their 

own wants, be requested by the political provincial authorities to deliver them at 
the maximum prices fixed in this decree. 

If an owner refuses to comply with this request the political provincial authorities 

may sell the supply in question for the account and at the cost of the owner. In such 

a case the political provincial authority shall, after a hearing of experts, definitely 
determine the sale price with proper consideration of the maximum price as well as 

of the quality and salableness of the supply. 

Art. 6. This decree is not applicable to the importation of oats from foreign 

countries.
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ArT. 7. On application of an agricultral corporation or of the imperial royal seed 
control station in Vienna the minister of agriculture may grant exemptions from the 

provisions of this decree for the traffic in seed oats. 
Arr. 8. Contraventions of the provisions of this decree and of regulations issued in 

pursuance of it shall be punished by the political authorities of the first instance with 
fines up to 5,000 crowns [$1,015] or imprisonment up to 6 months. 

Arr. 9. This decree shall become effective on December 25, 1914. 

BELGIUM. 

The conditions in Belgium are so chaotic that no general statement 
can be made as to the rise in the cost of living. A copy is given of the 
law of August 4, 1914, showing the effort to control prices in their 
first sharp rise, and a later proclamation which recognizes the im- 
possibility of maintaining uniform prices after the military occupa- 
tion of the country had begun. Prices in Antwerp and Brussels 
at different dates, as reported by the American consuls, are also 
shown. 

ANTWERP, BELGIUM, 
January 15, 1915. 

Owing to the military occupation of Belgium by the German troops, 
it is practically impossible to establish any basis with regard to the 
cost of living in the Province of Antwerp. 

Every village and town in Belgium exists at present under different 
conditions, some being able to provide for themselves, others being 
totally dependent upon the committee of relief for Belgium. 

At Antwerp, prices for meat have so far remained normal, because 
the few farmers still existing are obliged to sell what cattle are left 
them for want of forage. 

The following articles are shown with amount and percentage of 
increase. : 

  

  

    

Per cent 
Articles. Former prices. | Present prices. | of in- 

crease. 

Bread, brown, Der 2 DOBNGR: cub. cs vvtion 3S das sn Soa fas an ieee $0.06 $0.08 33 
Bread, white, per 2 pounds. i. 0. oo olor erin viel, . 063 $0.10-.14 92 
Boiler, DOL DOUG a. oe ih ili crisis vais secsia dis wins wi si Ee .29 .36 24 
Sal Der DOAN. ol te ri ten vs sen rs Sen be ss Pes .003 .013 300 
Blour, per DONG... Lt i A ha Ae agi $0. 03-. 035 . 055 69 

  

BrusseLs, BELGIUM, 
November 20, 1914. 

Since the breaking out of the war, the cost of living has increased 
considerably, especially the prices of food and coal. White bread 
can not be purchased -at all to-day, as the supply of flour has been 
almost exhausted and for several weeks wheat flour was mixed with 
other materials, causing the bread to be of poor quality. There was 
only three days’ supply of grain for making black bread, when the 
Amerinen supply arrived recently. This supply will last about six 
weeks.
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The following table shows prices of some commodities for a period 
just before the war and now. The percentage of increase is also 
shown. 
    

  

  

y . Per cent 
‘Aftielon. Prices halozs Prices Nov. 20,| of in- 

> : crease. 

Oller re ae es ed per pound. $0.35 $0.53 51 
Ln i CE ARN a AS ill ST BO, SE each +019 39 100 
RAGE sons ih rie rr i Ri a aa by gl per pound. . 088 175 100 
Sugar, damp. ee He ard do. . 061 105 71 

OI 80 i ri sh tad en ts ns See eR Ee 5 do. . .201 285 41 
Bocarond. oo... Nr dl Sis eine she dao do. 088 123 40 
Soap, common DIG... io al de as aE do.. 042 079 88 
Coal, ’semibituminous. . .... ......ovoeaoeenn per metric, ton.. 6.18 9.65 56 

2 Re RE A RO TO LAI SOIREE FE IR LER Ba sol ho) 100 
Beef, veal, and mmatton th. Lie is ide usa sds an 4 SE a ines neh aw mis ale nd wadidiaid 4 sine wkd 50       

ROYAL DECREES GIVING THE PRICE OF FOODSTUFFS. 

The following decrees were issued by King Albert governing the 
price of foodstuffs: 

ROYAL DECREE OF AUGUST 14, 1914. 

In view of article 1, No. 4, of the law of August 4, 1914, concerning the urgent 
measures necessitated by the events of the war; 

Considering that, in the interest of the victualing of the population it is important 

to prevent the hoarding of food supplies and all speculation in their prices; 
Upon the proposition of our ministers of war, interior, finance, and justice, 
We have decided as follows: 

ArticLE 1. The maximum price at which may be sold during the war, and until 
further orders, the food stuffs hereinafter mentioned, is fixed as follows: 

Bolted flour (at 25 per cent minimum), per 100 kilograms [220.5 pounds], $5.40. 
Plain bread, per kilogram [2.2 pounds], 6 cents, without distinction as to quality. 

Potatoes, per 100 kilograms [220.5 pounds], $1.74, from August 15 to September 30; 
$1.45 to $1.54 after that period. 

Native wheat, per 100 kilograms [220.5 pounds], $4.05. 
Salt, wholesale, 1 cent per kilogram; retail, 2 cents per kilogram, 

Sugar, wholesale, 12 cents per kilogram [2.2 pounds]; retail, 13% cents. 

Rice, wholesale, 11 cents per kilogram [2.2 pounds]; retail, 12 cents. 
Arr. 2. (a) Governors of Provinces may requisition in their Provinces, at the 

prices fixed by article 1, the flour and wheat necessary to feed the population. 
(b) Burgomasters may, on the other hand, requisition in their communes, at the 

prices fixed by article 1, the potatoes, salt, sugar (in all its forms), and the rice re- 
quired to feed the population. 

Arr. 3. The requisitions of flour and wheat by the governors are made upon the 

request of the burgomasters of their Province or upon the request of the governor of 

another Province who might run short of flour or wheat. 
The requisitions of potatoes, salt, sugar, and rice by a burgomaster are made for the 

locality or upon the request of the burgomaster ofa another locality which has a shortage 

of one or another of those articles. 

The governors of the Provinces shall come to an agreement in order to supply with 
potatoes those regions which do not find within the Province the quantity necessary 

for revictualing. 
Arr. 4. When the governor is forced to abandon his functions and retreat before the 

invading enemy, the powers conferred upon him by the present order are transferred
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to each of the district commissioners and even to the burgomasters when the district 

commissioners have also been forced to withdraw. 
Arr. 5. Requisitions of wheat or of potatoes from the farmers shall not include the 

quantity necessary for the maintenance of the farmer’s family nor the amount used for 

seeding. 
Art. 6. The requisitions made upon the farmers require them in case of need to 

immediately thrash the grain and to dig up the potatoes that are called for. 
Art. 7. In case an attempt is made to corner any of the foodstuffs mentioned in 

article 1, or to contravene any of the rules of the present executive order, on the part 
of a producer or furnisher the merchandise shall be immediately confiscated, upon the 

requisition of the King’s prosecutor, for the benefit of the civil or military authorities. 
Merchandise thus seized shall be sent to the charitable organizations in sections of 

the country unprovided with resources, to be distributed gratuitously to the inhabit- 

ants of the locality, commencing with the most needy, and among those the prefer- 
ence is given to those families having one or more members with the colors. 

Art. 8. In addition to the confiscation of their goods, monopolists and other delin- 
quents are amenable to imprisonment of from one to eight days or to a fine of from $10 

to $100, to say nothing of the application of article 311 of the Penal Code. 
Arr. 9. Are considered as monopolist: 

(a) Those who, with the idea of gain, remove from circulation merchandise or food- 
stuffs of prime necessity and which they conceal in certain premises without putting 
them up for sale to the public daily. 

(b) Those who allow perishable goods to rot or who make them rot voluntarily, no 

matter what their motive may be. 
ArT. 10. The present order isapplicable, with retroactive effect, to the 1st of August, 

1914, the first day of the mobilization of the army. It shall be published in every 

commune of the country through the medium of the local authorities, 
Sales made since that date at prices higher than those fixed by the present order give 

rise to the recovery of the money in conformity with article 1235 of the Civil Code. 
Arr. 11. Our ministers of war, of the interior, of finance, and of justice are charged, 

each within his jurisdiction, with the execution of the present order. 
Done at our general staff headquarters, August 14, 1914, 

ROYAL DECREE OF OCTOBER 6, 1914. 

In view of article 1, No. 4, of the law of August 4, 1914, concerning the urgen 

measures necessitated by the events of the war: 
Considering that, in the interest of revictualing the population, it is important to 

prevent the cornering of food supplies and all speculation on their cost thereof; 
Considering, also, that owing to the present circumstances it is impossible to main- 

tain the maximum prices fixed for foodstuffs by our decree of August 14, 1914; 

And desiring finally to permit the civil administrations to intervene more directly 

and more efficaciously in favor of food supplies and, in a general way, in favor of the 
welfare of the population; 

On the proposition of our ministers of war, interior, finance, justice, agriculture, and 
public works; 

We have decreed and decree: 
ArticLE 1. The maximum prices at which may be sold during the war and until 

further orders wheat, flour, bread, potatoes, salt, sugar, rice, and coffee are fixed in each 

commune by a commission having as president the military commander of the Province 

and comprising notably the civil governor and the burgomaster of the seat of govern- 
ment of the Province or their respective delegates. 

The tariff of prices thus fixed by the commission aforementioned is to be submitted 

beforehand to the approval of our minister of war on the 10th and 25th of each month. 

The tariff approved of is valid for the following fortnight, either from the Ist to the
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15th or from the 16th to the last day of the month. On the proposition of the pro- 

vincial commissions, our minister of war may add to the list of foods mentioned above 

either other foodstuffs or forage supplies or other merchandise of whatever nature 
which may be considered indispensable to the normal life of the population. 

Arr. 2. Until further orders, foreign wheat shall be supplied to the public adminis- 

trations through our Government, either directly or in the form of a permit to import. 

Art. 3. Governors of Provinces may requisition in their Province, at prices approved 
of by our minister of war and, eventually, those articles of merchandise mentioned in 
article 1. : 

When the requisition is insufficient, the governors of Provinces may purchase, to 
the best interests of their population, the foodstuffs and merchandise lacking; they 

are expressly enjoined to make an agreement between themselves in order not te 
compete with each other. 

For the distribution of these foodstuffs and merchandise, the governors must con=- 

sult with the district commissioners and the burgomasters in their Province, to whose 
~ patriotic devotion we make an urgent appeal to aid us as much as possible to lessen 
~ the heavy burden momentarily placed upon our people. 

Arr. 4. The governors of Provinces may requisition in their respective Provinces 
the flour mills and oblige them to work by the piece. The price of the piece shall in 

no case exceed 2 francs [39 cents] per 100 kilos [220.5 pounds] of wheat, all costs 
included. 

The mills requisitioned must grind not only for the consumption of the Province in 

which they are situated, but also for the consumption of other Provinces, if the public 

need so demands. The governors of Provinces shall reach an agreement as to this 
among themselves, under the direction of our minister of war. 

Art. 5. The governors of Provinces shall cooperate, in the largest possible way, 

to the revictualing of the civil population in the region invaded by the enemy, either 

by favoring transportation, or by supplying themselves the needed foodstuffs and 
merchandise. 

The moral obligation here conflicting with an idea of military security, the gov- 
ernors of Provinces shall submit all their plans of forwarding or of cession first of all 
to the approval of the military commander of the Province, who shall finally refer 
the matter to our minister of war. i 

Arr. 6. When the governor is forced to abandon his functions and retire before the 
invading enemy, the prerogatives conferred upon him by the present decree are to be 

transferred, as the case may be, to the district commissioners and to the burgomasters 

of those regions not occupied by the enemy. The permanent commission shall 
exercise under the prescribed conditions of our decree of September 20, 1914, the 

right to requisition for the account of the administrations of the communes whose 
territory is occupied by the enemy. 

Arr. 7. The requisitions of wheat or of potatoes from farmers shall not include the 
quantity necessary for the maintenance of the farmer’s family nor the amount used 

- for seeding. 4 

Art. 8. The requisitions made upon the farmers require them in case of need to 
immediately thrash the grain and to dig up the potatoes that are called for. 

Arr. 9. In case an attempt is made to corner any of the foodstuffs mentioned in 
article 1, or to contravene any of the rules of the present executive order on the part 

of a producer or furnisher, the merchandise shall be immediately confiscated upon 

the requisition of the King’s prosecutor for the benefit of the civil or military authori- 
ties. : ; 

Merchandise thus seized shall be sent to charitable organizations to be distributed 
gratuitously to the inhabitants of the place, commencing with the most needy, the 
preference being given to those families having one or more members with the colors, 

or to those who have been wounded or killed since the outbreak of the war.
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Art. 10. In addition to the confiscation of the food or merchandise, monopolists 
and other delinquents are amenable to imprisonment of from one to eight days or to a 
fine of from $10 to $100, to say nothing of the application of article 311 of the Penal 

Code. 
Art. 11. There are considered as monopolists: 

(a) Those who, with the idea of gain, remove from circulation merchandise or food- 
stuffs of prime necessity and which they conceal in certain premises without putting 
them up for sale to the public daily. 

(b) Those who allow perishable goods to rot or who make them rot voluntarily, no 
matter what their motive may be. 

(¢) Those who for some reason decline to obey the requisition orders provided for 

in the present decree when they are in a position to do so. 
Arr. 12. The present decree is applicable from this date. It shall be published 

in all the communes of the country not invaded by the enemy, by the personal care of 
the governors of Provinces. : 

‘Sales made at prices above those approved of by our minister of war give rise to suit 
for the recovery of the money paid in conformity with article 1235 of the Penal Code. 

Done at our central headquarters the 6th of October, 1914. 

ALBERT. 

BULGARIA. 

At the very outbreak of the war Bulgaria passed a law empowering 
the municipalities to fix the market price “of all edible and other 
objects of first necessity.” Prices fixed by the municipality of Sofia 
are given in comparison with the prices prevailing in July, 1914. 

Soria, BureAria, November 18, 1914. 
The following prices were fixed as maximum prices by the munici- 

pality, on the dates named. The percentages of increase of the 
August and September prices over July prices are also shown: 
    

  

    

     

          

3 Per cent | Per cent 
Price Price Price ; ; 

Articles. July 31, Aug. 21, Sept. 30, o 55 of in- 
914 1914 1914. Tease  [ STeass > Aug. 21. | Sept. 30. 

Flour, No. III grade, per barrel.......... $5.47 $5.57 
Flour, No. IV grade, per barrel.. pe 5.00 511 
Bread, Pertloatol22vennds.. ... .....  .o 
Bread, per loaf of 1.1 pounds..... ali re bs pa hes a se een 
Beef, first grade, per pound.............. . 088 .088 
Beef, second grade, per pound........... .070 .07 
Beef fillet, thigh and veal, per pound.... .105 105 
Mutton, fore part, per pound ............ .070 .070 
Mutton, hind part, per pound........... .079 .079 
Lamb, fore part, per pound ............. . 061 . 061 
Lamb, hind part, per pound............. .070 .070 
Pork, DeripouNG. oc cena sit . 088 .097 
Buffalo, per pound. .......0.0 20 .053 .053 
Nic, DET AUOLE os cist anod uns $0. 064-.073 .073 
Kashaval (pressed cheese) from plains, 

Per DORA... oo ue asia ni abun .140 .132 .132 16 16 
Kaskaval (pressed cheese) from moun- | 

tong, perponnd............. 00. 0 175 175 tI cneercaralecarnnnnns 
‘White cheese, beaten, per pound......... .053-.070 | $0.053~ .070 1 $0.053- .070 fceevesunnnlonnecenans 
‘White cheese, not beaten, per pound. .... .088-.114 .088- .114 088 HILL. LL veer insert sane 
Butter, cows, for cooking, per pound..... .228 . 263 . 263 15 15 
Butter, sheep, for cooking, per pound.... .228 .228 + DOR {of essedvssyensnensivpd 
Butter, bufialo, Der pound..........i..0. . 246 . 246 AD Tie Selsey 
Bacon, DET DOUNA. ... ous chivenss nos sins <a .114 : .114 A eu : 15 
Beef lot, per pound. ......aiiesass0d 0 .140 .140 158 1h arses 13 
Bogs, best, Der A0ZoN...crsvevsvnsssss sn .139 .139 2130 Jose ibvuseli dae ivnse 

1 Decrease.
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‘ 3 : Per cent | Per cent 
Price Price Price ; : 

Articles. July 31, Aug. 21, sept. 30, A SLi 1 olin 
1914. 1914 1914, 

Aug. 21. | Sept. 30. 

Eggs, second grade, per dozen. .......... $0. 116 $0.116 $0. NI6ol.ove vis finn e aad 
SUZal, Der PORRAL Sei nni civ bias .097 .097 S00. l, Seas ak, 
Olive oil, extra, per pound............... 201 211 all rvs se beet 
Olive oil, first, perpovind................. .193 .193 103 edi eel 
Sesame oil, perpound.............. 0... .158 .158 JOS Ln atta die 
Cotton and other vegetable oils, per 

PONG. Loc. iii. ania bies . 140 . 140 YHMO 
St, fine, Per Pond... .voucciiecar anes .026 .026 020.) Ze mses fat ara tiae 
Salt, coarse, perpotnd.. .....c.ecesaius .022 .022 WB See aT snes wenn 
Rice, first grade, per pound.............. .061 .061 SOB isin cun)ishsvineda 
Rice, second grade, per pound........... .053 .053 OBB 0. ue ida eid 
Rice, third grade, per pound............. .044 .044 SORE ei aes 
Beans, white, per pound................. .026 .026 20 ei. croton avin ene 
Beans, green, per pound............... .018 .018 SIS i eas 
Potatoes, DOT POUIA +. cu «i sisins veins s mis oins .013 .013 LO 3 iaisina dan baeis 
Paprikas, Derpound........vevsssmsnsavs .018 L018 022. ee 22 
Onions, Per Pound... ..c cuss rinrnsbinsns .018 .018 SOLS lat, 
Tomatoes, Der DOUG. ....q..aiuuasnniness .013 .013 SOLIS he 38 
Kerosene, perquart. J........ 0... 0060. .073 . 082 . 082 13 13 
Alcohol for burning, 95 per cent, per quart. .201 .201 POE er een ae 

EGYPT. 

In Egypt the outbreak of the war was followed by an immediate 
increase in prices, the cost of foodstuffs advancing in some cases from 
10 to 100 per cent. This rise seemed to be purely a matter of panic, 
as there was no interference with the food supply. 

On August 20, 1914, a decree was issued providing for the appoint- 
ment of a commission which should fix maximum prices for food- 
stuffs and articles of primary necessity. These prices, which were 
to be revised each week, were to be posted in the markets and pub- 
lished in the newspapers. 

No comparative prices are available, but in Alexandria it is said 
that the commission’s rulings have kept prices to a normal level, 
while in Cairo local dealers state that prices are on an average about 
5 per cent higher than for the same period a year ago. 

FRANCE. 

On the outbreak of war the public authorities took prompt action 
to keep the rise in prices within reasonable limits. Duties were 
remitted on importations of the more important foodstuffs, and the 
municipalities quite generally fixed maximum prices, not to be ex- 
ceeded under penalty of the law, on certain necessaries, such as bread, 
flour, potatoes, and the like. These measures appear to have had an 
important influence in steadying prices in regions where they would 
otherwise have been much affected. 

Reports from consuls are available from cities in practically every 
part of France. Six out of ten cities reported no noticeable increase
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in the cost of living. In Rheims, for obvious reasons, there was a 
scarcity of food and prices were high. Havre in the west, Limoges 
in the west center, and Marseille in the south, also report advances 
in the general price level. Elsewhere prices were either normal or 
even lower than usual. The latter condition prevailed in regions 
which usually produce largely for export, and which, owing to the 

~ loss of some markets and the difficulty of reaching others, had larger 
food supplies than were customary on hand. 

Havre, France, November 10, 1914. 
An average increase of probably 10 per cent is noted in prices of 

articles of food over the period just preceding the outbreak of the 
war. For some of the more important articles of food no change in 
price has occurred. Thus, there has been no advance in bread, the 
rice being subject to the supervision and control of the authorities. 
he price of meat also has remained stationary, while eggs have shown 

only the usual seasonal advance. Butter has even decreased in price, 
due to the difficulty of shipping it to Paris and elsewhere. 

The stocks of canned and tinned goods, fruit, vegetables, sardines, 
etc., are still large and have not advanced in price. 

A few of the commodities affected are shown below, with quota- 
tions before the war and at the present time, with the percentage of 
increase. 

  

  

  

  

    

ic Jong] Per cent Asides. Dies fe Sepnel I 
: : increase. 

Soar, per pod... S ii. ire can ra mn ee Sento vit. $0. 061 $0.105 71 
Vegetables, dried, per guart. . or. stances senses .146 .183 25 
Poirolem Der gallon. oo oo an a areata Saat . 256 . 292 14 
Butter, Dor pot. co: .. «cc havin an seen pen an A nem .351 .228 135 

  

  

1 Decrease. 

Dutch cheese has increased $0.026 per pound. 
Lard and salt have increased $0.009 per pound. 

LimoaGes, FRANCE, November 2/, 191}. 
An inquiry into the present cost of living shows that the war has 

had a considerable influence in the increase shown in the table hereto 
attached. It will be noticed that quite a number of articles have 
increased in price, and while these increases are in each case moderate, 
they form quite an important total. 

Meats are an exception as they show no increase thus far. Nor is 
an increase expected. It should be stated, however, that this is a 
cattle raising section, and the demand from Paris has decreased to 
such an extent that the supply will remain such as to keep the prices 
where they now are.
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The following table shows prices for August 1, 1914, and November 
1, 1914, where there was any change. Where prices have increased 
the percentage of increase is shown: 

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

: . - Per cent 
Articles. Pret ave 1, Peon 1, Ai 

: ee crease. 

Roast booed, Per POTN... a LS ssn sean $0. 218-80. 327 - Samel}....o0 00, 
Bompsteak, perpound .... ... cr lai al aie Salt .291 Same, 3.5. hd 
Roast veal, Der POUNA . 5 <a ie col od asad deans Sena .145- .236 Same, 1... oes 
NEA ChODS, DEP PONG... i i iis denture ma san .182- .218 Same, |... 
Matton ChonS, PET POUR... . . Jo. Sains s wana snsiismomnieion sm . 236 Same. 1........- 
Porkkehops, per POOL... co. Lv i a ee .145- L182 Same. {......c.5- 
Porc roast, DRI DOIN. . co oar an wen Se rn aad L145- .182 Same. §.......... 
Salt DOR Der POA a i een end .145 Same. {.......... 
Ham, ordinary, whole, cooked, per pound .................... .201 Some, lo. U0 
Yam, sliced, cooked, perpoand......... 00... lite .327 Same]... .. 00a 
Bacon, sticed, perpormd. cl A aia Lk .201 | Same. [... ou... 
Chickens, about 3 pounds, 68th. . ..... cso ciiee rasan sss nedmes .50 $0. 455 19 
Lard, per pound. .... es haw an HS han ene Aas Svs .164- .182 Sama {10 TL 
Battier, (able, por pound. cL... caitlin bei siii drab ana ion .364 . 40 10 
Butter, eooking, per pond i lo... i ananassae . 201 .327 13 
Cheese, Gruyere, per pound........ ie snag .255- .291 Same. J... ia 
em DOL OOZO taste eR .20 Same, 1... cose 
MM pe Qua. ee ae ts eee . 057 . 066 17 
Polrolounm, per guarb.. cove i duit avvrammia Sat 000, .085 .09 11 
SE, PER POU i oe oes rei sen esi mn ees x sis Fain Sd .018 .027 50 
LL TRUDE RSE SR SER By Pelt RL BA TREES .727- 1.091 Same, ] Co 
Comoe, PO POURRA. +... x2 = vice 23s 25a vinins o S oi Dp wmitioning +i wi wipe .364- .545 Same, {....v..00 
Chocolate, PEL DOU, or. er mm sare ane nt 205 . 291 ¥ 
Sugar, per pound............ AR TE OM GL RE a sled 2 L077 .105 35 
TUE TL a ep EC .073 Same. i... .ceece 

Prices July Prices Nov. 
20, 1914. 1,1914, 

Avihracitecoal,perton (2,000 pornds).......cc.. cceviiasinnenn $12.61 $13.14 4 
Coal used for kitchen stoves, per ton (2,000 pounds)............. 8.06 8.51 6 

Prices 1 year Prices Nov. 
ago. 1,1914, 

POIAO0s, POT POU oes uses rsna ras snr ane sannavssmassnssonn 80.014 $8.0141...%, ie 
CahACO, POP POURT. cour in te svn saint ss ears nr sas amas vn . 009 000 ioc 
Taraips, perplond... oo. ees aaa RELL 009 L089 1... i, 
AVE aries oe i ie Fir ae pas vS ss enya Sar meats Li Yrs sas Sadek wale rane ae sa 15       
  

1 Decrease. 

LyoxN, FRANCE, October 31, 1914. 
No considerable change has taken place in the cost of living since 

the outbreak of the war. Sugar has risen to 12 and potatoes to 4 
cents a pound, but other articles have not increased in price, while 
fruit and certain kinds of vegetables have been much cheaper than 
for years past. This is due to the fact that the Lyon consular dis- 
trict is one of the principal exporting centers of fruits and vegetables 
to Germany, Austria, and England. The exports to the first two 
countries ceased entirely with the beginning of the war, and those 
to England fell off greatly for lack of transportation facilities. 

: MARSEILLE, FRANCE, November 2, 191}. 
There has been an average increase of about 20 per cent in the 

cost of necessaries of life in the Marseille district since the outbreak 
of the Soon war. Not all products, however, have increased in 
price. The following table shows the retail prices of certain articles
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of general consumption on July 31 and October 31 of this year, 
together with the percentage of increase: : 
  

  

  

      

  

: : Per cent 
: Prices July Prices Oct. Articles. of 31, 1914. 31, 1914. PRT 

Bread, Per pound eau cL ot a se sas $0. 037 50.037 1--.....:.- 
Baler, Der DOR. a i ea $0. 264—- .350 $0. 264 .439 14 
Cheese, Grayere, neppound Ln, oS. . 264 .307 16 
Coffee, Santos, green, per pound .307 B07, 

* Boos, DEL QOZON. naires rev -ivasinsn aw . 290 .460 59 
ont, per pound: . ss sr Sas oe .052 . 061 17 
Macaroni, Der DONA. . ccovsenvraat ies ah . 061 .070 15 
Beef, fresh, per pound ce. co a, .218- .395 .218- .439 7 
Neal, fresh, per pound... ns sy ve i owas es .218- .307 .218- .395 17 
Mutton, fresh, Per BOR... aay .209- . 264 2200-204 Voss nl,. 
Pork, fresh, perpopnd. oo sins dd ila Sadr won ets .175- .218 L175 . 268 13 
Ham, salted, per pound... on a ea .527 .527- .614 8 
Pork, salied, par bound... 0.0 lesion. Lm a «175 .195 12 
MIU, per QaThon te. . ee  r  e LL E e .073 O03 Loa ias, 
Potatoes, Per-pOURG. oo iF fe aoe ie te Set ee 009 .018 100 
Rice, por POURA. Lie i ete tad Fo ci a es .052- .070 O52. OI. e. 
Balt, Der DOAN A td A as .018 .023 25 
Sugar, perpound i... a. el etd a a eng .070 . 083 18     
  

The cost of wearing, apparel of almost every description has gone 
up from 10 to 30 per cent. : 

Fresh and dried vegetables are still to be had at normal prices. 
Fresh fruits have been cheaper than usual, as local crops could not 
be exported. 

NANTES, FRANCE, November 12, 191}. 
There has been no marked increase in prices except in sugar, and 

living conditions have not changed to any great degree on account 
of the war. 

The Bretons live largely on bread, vegetables, wine, and cider. 
All are to be had very cheaply. Not one of these items has been 
affected by the war except wine, which is cheaper. Fish also are to 
be had cheaply. The people do not eat much meat. It is ex- 
ensive. Large quantities of beef are required for the army and 
igher price levels became noticeable almost immediately upon 

opening of hostilities. Beef ruled at 15 cents per kilo [7.3 cents per 
pound] in July. Now (November) it is 17 cents per kilo [7.7 cents 
per pound]. 

The following table shows prices of a few of the principal articles 
of food for November, 1913, and November, 1914, with the per- 
centage of increase: 
  
  

  

   
. : Per cent, 

; Prices Novem- | Prices Novem- . Articles. of 
ber, 1913. ber, 1914. increase. 

Boer, Der DON... os. ee ee RN ae a $0. 251 
Roos, per dozen... ou.-...... oc. . 347 
Milk, perquart..............00.. L046 
Potatoes, perpound............ . 009 
Bread, per pound........ ede be eA ne te Se vn aa L077 
SOCEr, PEL POUR. .. uc iE il rein vitae s Barina . 065 : 
Rorosene, Pel QUOTT. « cvicn indie vdinseinie siSs aie ss tae clin . 068 . 082 20       
  

Nice, France, November 4, 1914. 
The cost of living in this district has remained practically the same 

as it was before the war, for though the prices of some commodities 
have increased, the prices of others have decreased. Vegetables, 
fruits, and all other foodstuff produced in the country are lower in



FOOD PRICES AS AFFECTED BY THE WAR—FRANCE. 33 

price than they have been for the past years. The following 
table shows the retail prices on certain commodities just before the 
war, and at the present time, with the percentage of increase: 

  

  

  

Sins ! Per cent 
; Prices just | Prices Novem- 

Articles. before the war. | ber, 1914. Te 

Beel, first grade, Bist cals, per pod... ioc. ce ia desiaiaaen $0.36 $0.40 11 
Beel, first grade, second culs, perpound.....--.c.cccauuensnan- .18 +295 25 
Beef, second grads, firsteuis, perpound. ...... vaccine srnans .29 .315 9 
deel, second grade, second cuts, perpound...... 0. cco uain +10 +20 25 
Neal, firstenis; perpouand...... 5. Caimi iii; .36 .405 13 
Veal, second culs, DAT POUR . «a. oocin inci nesae is it anne .20 . 255 28 
Muifon, firstculs, perpounid.. .....c..c.c. csr dsinuineirencn .29 +32 10 
Muiion, seeond.culs, Per Pound voi. Jo Lh ales Rl ees +20 «21 5 
Pork, rst Cuts, BOP NOUN . vv rims sais sas monn ssi s suiwneh «275 2 2D Snare 
Pork, second euis, per pond... .... it ce on. Cr ea Ls .24 2M fo, 
Tiorse flesh, first ents, POP DOANG. doi vii iasinidiond sve .20 20 bene 
Horse flesh, second cuts, per pod... . .. ccc veneovrncnsinass .09 B80 1. eine 
Ham, perpoumd =... co... cag. ote SASL EON Sa Se .54 I ER ERR 
Sausages, Cheapest, DAr pound -. ..ov.. cores xeicssvhbindensnn .32 SBD eran 
Sausages, tsual quality, per pound. ...q.c. tone Ba nasi ne, .54 woh oe 
Broad, PET DOUNG .vu cies aviic ota i 2enviivin ss Bisnionnisnns snimnme .04 .035 112 
lon, Par POU... venir nr sie rr wins sd wuss ui vie . 055 .052 15 
Micdrond, Per Pond... tt. oils see deh sa ea .073 . 065 110 
Rite, DOL POUR: uy. dic eo- fois s ve rilusnrns wr amenvtt sna sons . 063 $083 |. oo aves 
Priedivegeiables, perpomnd. . . c.f. cii iie ert een 055 . 057 4 
Potatoes, per 100 pounds, .. cco vo ons iameeq Jari See sain barr a 1.59 1.€0 1 
SULar, PEF DOUNA xc censavntnsnnninsas simian gon ss rssnsasnssmoss .073 $0.100-.11 45 
Coffee, Per DONNA. cv ss ents soi dine te shiv ds nimmnmihnsivdn vanin tain .455 OEY res 
Tes, Per DOULA ccobvneveprrsrivsn san sondovnssaun ise east aie «55 oD Vise wstn che 
Butter, ordinary, Dar Pound... ..c tlie ccivin rns nnsesiiunan .36 0. rs ta 
Butler, sweet, fresh, Der POT. oi ves rrasts ton sms nmonismon ss .455 WAB8 ve 
Olive.oil for cooking, Der SOHON. . ... cc cvv sande te dnrnnsesanis 1.24 L2t0y. 00 00% 
Olive oll Jor salad, pergallon............ oa eih ance vinnie 1.545 L540. aad,       
  

1 Decrease. Present price fixed by decree. 

Paris, FraxcE, December 4, 1914. 
Strange as it may seem, the cost of living in Paris and vicinity has 

not increased since the beginning of the European war. The prices 
of some necessary articles have even decreased. This, however, is 
not due to the war, but to other causes. 

During the month of August there was an advance in the price of 
grain, due to the demands of the army, but the prices of both grain 
and meats have returned to their normal figures. A very heavy crop 
of fruits and vegetables has made unusually low prices on those com- 
modities. The following table shows the prices on meats for No- 
vember 10, 1913, July 30, 1914, and November 9, 1914, with the 
percentage of increase on the last two dates over the first: 

  

  

  

        

Per cont Per vont 
Ses MN ir : : : 0 0 

Articles. P gh 7 1 il 10, Drie 30,1 P Bie Nos. 9 | increase | increase 
: : July 30, | Nov. 9, 

1914. 1914. 

Bel Art orade. heise svusnt $0. 161 $0. 158 $0.158 12 12 
Beef, second grade, vases iv nnn . 149 .149 10 [rents free sds aves 
Veal, first grade. covacnevccsn noe .228 175 .202 123 112 
Vea), second grade. ....ieeananue- .210 L158 .182 125 113 
Mution first grade. .......c.-..«. 219 . 236 175 8 120 
Mutton, second grade.............. . 201 . 201 1B ARP 122 
Pork (rstorade. -. 0.00 nies 140 .170 L112 21 120 
Pork, second grade... .oco via eniss L137 .163 .105 18 124 

    
1 Decrease. 

  87285°—DBull. 170—15 3



34 BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 

Reems, FraxcE, November 7, 1914. 
The cost of living in this district, which during the past five years 

has risen fully 25 per cent on all necessaries of life, has since the 
outbreak of war increased considerably. The authorities in nearly 
all municipalities have fixed maximum prices on certain necessaries, 
such as bread, flour, potatoes, milk, sugar, salt, and so forth, which 
keeps prices much lower than would otherwise prevail. 

The concentration of either, or both, belligerent armies, and the 
requisitions for their maintenance in all parts of this district have 
brought about such a shortage in the market of a number of articles 
of food that they can not at times be had at any price. For more 
than two months butter, milk, and fresh eggs Sh not be bought 
at Rheims. What little milk comes in is distributed by the city 
authorities for the nourishment of infants. There has been no bread 
for days. Not only articles of food, but all household articles are 
much higher priced than three months ago. These conditions pre- 
vail throughout the district generally. 

The following table shows prices in July and November, and the 
percentage of increase: 

  
  

  

        

Tongs Von Per cent ‘ Prices in Prices in 
Articles. y ia of 

3 July. November. increase, 

Bread. perpound.... LAE Ci sai ei dua $0. 035 $0. 04 14 
HON, COMMON DOr POI Li oes ent ead vies antes . 055 .07 27 
Floor. fine, Borpound... t....0 . tt .09 ois 44 
Scar, Dep Bold. a cr te SS A HS .07 113 61 
Salt per pon a eT Sl ee, .018 ‘ .02 14 
Bogs preserved par QoZeN. . oc. 2% i tot dee Saree .24 .36 50 
Bulan, Per, DOING. ct. cca idee sarin: song vivo sna muss sun snn .32 44 38 
MH pea. A fo er te cee de Er rn sa Ss bea a .05 .07 40 
Coal, COTNINON, POY TOB.cie vor = aos SRL didi snes 7.00 11.00 57 
C00], SIOVE, DETIEON.. so sue rrerisnsin monk sag ches uses bere 9.00 14. 50 61 
Coffee, Der Pon. co in Ll EA ON TR 54 .60 11 
Beef, common, per DOH c.f sienna rte vids pais sw .16 .19 19 
Neal perpoulid o.oo oe rs sr Tet LL .33 «35 6 
Pork, Per pORNG.. i. airs RA AR 2S Se he . 12 
Mutton, per pound............ = . 17 
Chocolate, per pound........ : . 19 
Grapes, per pound..........» 85 
Potatoes, per pound......... 88 
Canned and preserved goods... 20 

Ln eR RR Ie eR 25   
  

Rouen, FRANCE, November 5, 1914. 
The cost of living in Rouen has been but little affected by the war. 

Harvests have been abundant and Normandy is rich in natural 
products, including supplies of meat and fish. Also, local regula- 
tions are in force, prohibiting any merchant or group of merchants 
from raising the prices of articles of food considered as necessaries of 
life. These two conditions are believed responsible for the mainte- 
nance of steady prices. At this date sugar and milk show a tendency 
to rise. 

St. ETiENNE, FRANCE, November 4, 1914. 

The war has caused an increase of 40 per cent in the price of sugar, 
many refineries in northern France having fallen into the hands of 
the German forces; an increase of 20 per cent in the prices of dried 
vegetables, supplies of which were requisitioned for the use of the
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armies, while it is thought that the closing of the Dardanelles has 
restricted the importation of these articles; and of 10 per cent in the 
rices of farinaceous products, due both to the closing of certain 
actories and to requisitions for the armies. 
No other staple food products appear to have advanced in price, 

but on the other hand, dairy products, veal, and fruits have declined 
in price. Owing to the abundant grape crop wine has decreased 40 
per cent in price. : 

GERMANY! 

The outbreak of the war brought a sharp rise in prices throughout 
Germany and for a time a panic seemed imminent, but the prompt 
action of the police relieved the situation. In Germany a simple order 
from the police is sufficient to keep prices from soaring beyond the aver- 
age citizen's buying power. Any attempt to speculate or charge enor- 
mous prices is promptly punished by confiscation of the goods and 
sale from Government warehouses. The German Government also 
took prompt action to encourage imports, to preserve the supply of 
grain, and to control prices. 

In November it was estimated that the general cost of living had 
advanced from 8 to 15 per cent. This advance was very unequally 
distributed. On articles where a principal part of the supply was 
imported, such as tea, coffee, cocoa, and rice, the advance was very 
marked. The same was true also of beans, peas, and lentils, which 
were largely bought up for the use of the army and navy. In the 
case of potatoes a notable advance was shown, probably due to the 
necessity of a largely increased use of potatoes to meet the deficiency 
in the supply of grains. In the case of meat and other domestic 
products the advance was relatively small. 

The marked increases in the prices of breadstuffs were to be 
expected, since it is estimated that only about two-thirds of Ger- 
many’s wheat supply is home grown. The measures taken with 
regard to the control of the grain supply had for one of their purposes 
the conserving of that supply by a largely increased use of potato 
flour. This was possible because of the unusually large crop of pota- 

toes, estimated at 1,725,000,000 bushels, or more than 73,000,000 
bushels in excess of the average crop for the preceding 10 years. 
The slight increase in the price of meat is largely explained by the 

- fact that Germany produces 95 per cent of the meat consumed. 
The following table, from a report submitted by the consul general 

at Berlin, shows the wholesale prices before the beginning of the war 
and for several dates since of potatoes, rice, eggs, and butter in 
Hamburg and Berlin. The increases in the prices of butter and eggs 
are, of course, to a considerable extent due to seasonal causes. The 
  

1 For table of relative prices, see Appendix A.
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increase in the price of rice, averaging approximately 80 per cent 
from July 24 to October 30, and of potato flour, averaging approxi- 
mately 60 per cent from July 20 to November 2, have already been 
explained. 

$ Berlin. 

  

  

June 8, | Juné22, i July §,- | July 20, | Oct. 5, | Oct. 19, | Nov. 2, 

    

  

Articles. 1914. 1914. 1914. 1914. 1914. 1914. | 1014. 

Cents. Cents. Cents. Cents. Cents. Cents. Cents. 
Potato flour, superior, per pound! 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1} 2.6-2.7( 3.1-3.2 3.3-3.5 
Potato flour, prime, per pound 1. 2-2.1 2-2.1 2-2.1 2-2.1] 2.5-2.6 3 3.2-3.3             
  

Hamburg. 

  

~ July 24, | Aug. 28 Sept. 18,| Oct. 2, | Oct. 30, 
1914. 1914. 1914. 1914. 1914. 

  

Cents. Cents. Cents. Cents. Cents. 
Rice;perpound Zi le a a ae 3.3-4.2 | 3.3-4.2 | 4.9-5.2| 4.9-5.4| 6.5-6.9           
  

Berlin. 

  

July 28, | Aug. 13, | Sept. 28, | Oct. 15, | Nov. 5, 
1914. 

  

      
  

1914. 1914. 1914. 1914. 

Cents. Cents. Cents. Cents. Cents. 
Bes, fresh, perdegend... oi. nat. a. 19. 6-20. 4 ©) 4 37.2 |35.2-38.0 
Eos ordinary perdozend. oo. on oo a than a 18.0-19.6 4 27.6-28.6 |32.8-35.2 (32.2-33.8 
gus, storage, perdozen®..... 1. i. a hat 118.0-19.0 [22.8-23.8 [27.6-28.6 |31.8-32.8 |31.8-33.4 
Eres, inferior, per dozens i... 5 ui. iii ve iia ana 117. 4-17. 8 *) 26.2 [29.0-29.8 |26.6-27.6 

| 

Hamburg. 

  

Feb. 26, | Apr. 30, | June 11, | Oct. 29, 
1914. 

  

        

1914. 1914. 1914. 

Cents. Cents. Cents. Cents. 
Butter, por POUR 2 A er Ti tam aE ts 29.1 25.5 24.8 32 

1 In lots of 220.46 pounds. 3 In 5-dozen lots. 
2 In lots of 110.23 pounds. 4 Not reported. 

A second table is intended to show the price fluctuations of a 
number of the common articles of food in 24 German cities. The 
table was submitted by the United States ambassador at Berlin as 
a résumé of reports from 24 consuls and agencies in Germany to 
show the increase in prices, in October, 1914, over the same month 
im 1913, of the more important necessaries where the prices had 
advanced. In view of the fact that it excludes articles which have 
either not changed in price or of which the prices have fallen, its 
figures somewhat overstate the increase in the cost of living. In- 
creases are shown in percentages.
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Articles Bar- | Ber- | Bre- | Bres-| Co- |Chem-| Co- | Dan-| Dres-| Er- [Frank-| Han-| Ham- 
. men. | lin. [men.| lau. |burg.| nitz. {logne.| zig. | den. | furt. | fort. | over.| burg. 

Barley. ..cseveenes 49 30... fe ena Md ceri ie Red wi ene te seas LE 24 
Butter... .eises 0-3... 6 Des nsnslinasrsniraness 2 {iene 18 8 10 16 
BeatiS..ccsvnesosas 39 -t... 02.0... Jensen. 300 1a vasa hs 100 66 

Onis eas Seni ail sre a od mela wai meee Sa) Sein 64... 6:0... caer sms vrean en un foie 
Bell. es ivrnccivsifasivrs sssnnefsinces Ble essa res sacar lrs cass BS le es sini Te ek 
COCOT ca ononrsnns 02 Yi emnuinlssiesiin ative 25 lecnvecjes arin nea 5 301... 50 ooh 
Coffee. «once navains 8 Lori ciao nw adce Seis leerins 7 11 50 10 8 18 
Clothing... Lei ison 0 eee Sada Ae mp ws wnt Jermamie a for inie 2)e ss Hint) em arse wes swf ets Sem aia 

OOS vara ras bs 60 78 525 is 71 94 1... 60 20 48.1. iui 8 24 
Flour (wheat)..... 54 fiw 20 10 22 25 10 20 15 48 20 50 10 
Flour {ryeY.....c:feevneelivasds 18 10 22 25 10 14 15 Bil vu ijn ai [on aent 
ES ef A a fess YO aR er. 28 inns nna 
NArd. aces ovnussss 44 J. inc] venan 3 rrerhast etre ili Ts cams B01. Jc 
BeIS  os ve niisst. straints euins Sti... 1501." 00 100 78 100 1 HAR 100 100 
Peas. eevee snsens 150 1...5. 544. .... 6 Leas 100 66 84) 1003... 100 49 
PO Kai vesssssnrr lsat anlisvsiosrssnestrannsotones sine emondessssnrnasien 40-8 onde stuns. 
POtotoes. oo vvnsasss 50 50 | 114 15 25 66 20:1... .%. 34 60 20 | 100 33 
Potroletn., Joi sials chi lino ta oe ansiliv ssn ilonsssalo suse vidas ava love Das 20: odes 300 Jovan 

ICR irs tents 84 99 BO Jou'sininasssumunlns cone ises nas 12 14 40 18 25 39 
Ball. sees rae cars 0 lies inden ones sani ns rn] nents 10 50 16 | nvsasieniiaaiittainey 10 
Bug ces snsevineesd. 30 focaass Betas 7 30 10 18 26-1. 7 25 [cewencs 
P00 aie wmv esses ra hd soles aye mites AD) fu sininie Jat rs emma sites sass a 16 {heen 8 50 10 
Veal... eh sean sl wns ete a sae ete snore ean Osa fois inl sa vnife ress 

Mark- + 
Articles x Leip- Mar 2 Ve Ns Plau- Fohiweine- See Sais Wop Aver- 

: zig kirch- | nic erg. | en. | munde. | tin. | gar age. berg. burg en. den. 

Barley. .d... coe. siete. lini 38 [See ven 1S. . oes 208i do niin. 3 Looks 16 
Butler. ovina oon OB dee sue ies 7 4% Ble. 5 Ors ue 9.6 
Beans. oie sis ea YS Ce ee Nee SRT Le 100 |. 100 14 | 200 | 106 . 
Cagle sas iscsanvnns 50 Lovet verde se cida tain 2 eam pilonnsseness 10 124.0 a8 9.3 
Deel ots ns etsnha Ts sens lenin aes wets af te niaete no nn 10 1.5 snr acter mpen de she See 3.4 
Cocos... convene teinnin 2B hades suis jn wawale net in yee ew wanes 100 30-0, 42 
Coffee. ...5.. aia) ries 25 t-te 5 HDs. nd alias ea essa ns 10 S01. ive 13.5 
COIN vs smiva den tet Limon shen nmr s os amt ep nd Shs # Se A oh E se tinny = two G8 0 0 prin inte XS ae. 1.7 
BS... os ii mse este fs eens AB [easy 28 25 80:1. cease 10 fT 34.7 
Flour (wheat)......| 10 8 44 14 8 10 Mose 33 14 25 20 
Flour (rye)... ees. 10 10 37 14 14 8 5. 33 14 15 14.9 
Fruits cesses ensccannn 

                        

  

  

1 Lower. 

The following official summary of the most frequently observed 
retail prices of important foodstuffs and household articles, compiled 
by the Prussian State Statistical Office from data obtained in 50 
Prussian cities, in February, 1915, illustrates the increase of the cost 
of living necessaries at that date over February of the preceding 
year:
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[Translated from the article ¢ Die Lebensmitteltenerung’’ in Soziale Praxis und Archiv fiir Volkswohlfahrt. 
Vol. XXIV, p. 700.] 
  
  

  

      

Feb- Feb- Per cent 
Articles. ruary ruary, of in- 

1914, 1915. crease. 

Pong, yellow, per pound. ol a al le LL ht pein £0. 043 $0.117 175 
Bons Per POUR. criti in cd pit san tn noite iss sn Sp EPs pw edn a Bm» L048 211% . 144 
Rent Be pOInA svat a a ir i a .058 .150 160 
Potatoes, per pound. 20. ns Le addi ot ls hea cL nl . 008 L012 60 
Butter Anblo por ponmd o.oo a eS Te . 299 .348 16 
Floar, Wheat, Der POUR. cies til wud AE lo sn SL SE .040 L057 43 
I lour,1ye, Der DOHBG os. cin rp Ce SL le co se yr ban .031 .053 70 
Bite Der DOIN. Gr. ie ioe ede te Se sn de se fre sna ee . 052 .100 92 
Caffed, roasted, perpond....... tnt. dn ale LL din ssi tL .338 .358 6 
Sugar, Joal, Der POUR. cero ros= nmr 2 nr roms aris fir sae scape ® sz SF na np le wm ew . 054 .059 9 
Salt table per Bondo... ones tn a ln a As . 022 .024 9 
‘Wheat semolina, pz DOURAL Us. af. shia tut iti sys dois Smuinal sn 1 plod Sree . 052 .085 65 
Baekwheat somolinaiper pound... fui rit ceo i face ce a a . 059 .099 68 
Barley, nlled, par pon. hii dis spre sb ve enon et test it Be 2 .047 .087 86 
Cog), anthraciie, DOr POUR. cit. fore. iht a avien na fil se 0d .003 .003 i1 
Briquety, per M00 pounds. lo... ctl. Lot . 239 . 255 6 
Briguets per 100: pieces. ... onus ulcinnnsinaninses hy 241 . 268 11 
Petroleum, per quart. .......... 2 . 046 .053 16 
Milk, unskimmed, per quart : . 047 . 050 Y 
Rare, 080. Jr tc ss terse Seis et ee Sr .022 . 029 29 

  

  

In the following pages are given the reports, somewhat condensed, 
of the American consuls in a number of German cities, showing 
prices in July just before the war began and for several more recent 
dates. The reports were furnished upon the instructions of the 
Department of State. 

A1x-LA-CBAPELLE, GERMANY, November 27, 1914. 
An increase in the cost of living incident to the first three months of 

the war is indicated by the following table of comparative prices for 
the month of October in 1913 and 1914 for standard articles of food. 

There seems to be a plentiful supply of food, and no want is 
apparent. Prices for meals at restaurants and hotels remain the 
same. There is a shortage in wheat flour, which is being made up 
by a substitution of potato flour, resulting in an increase in the cost 
of this standard article of food. 

The percentage of increase in 1914 over 1913 is shown. 
  
  

  

      

vty tos Per cent : Prices in Oc- | Prices in Oc- . 
Articles. of in- 

tober, 1913, tober, 1914. crease. 

Vermiecalll, por pounds ce. ov dito vin Jotais sunt seen ve 55% $0. 07 $0.08 14 
Yheatflour, per pound... cro oA se de .05 .06 20 
Bockwhent four; perpound. 2... cris nidel an sanavains .02 O02 {lati 
Pecled barley, perpom@. ol Li a a a a sea .04 .06 50 
Millet, Der ROAR: i. er iS, .05 eO3 os cant s 
CELLET OH Ee ce Cra Seis sn napoli Th .05 .06 20 
Oak Frits, per DONO sr i TL SR i cents dot iba salon anhiat .05 .06 20 
Cofee, DEF DOING. &. tat el i res Shh emily shits = Said «25 «30 20 
Sugan, Per POUR ry a LE cd dt nave ama ro 04 .05 25 
Sol, Per DOB. ie rasa dna vera arden ses .02 .03 50 
lot, Der POTN, LL i Lh ns tans sara vonwars cuseomr trans .02 .03 50 
Butter, perpen... i. i i ada des senses wmsn ewan ses «26 «25 14 
eRe, DIT GOIN. cos ee 2 ts an ud Fein eve seman ad rs «37 .40 8 
Mille, porquart. Ll... i i Sean .05 i e005 teciccanres 
Bows, perpound.... oon Aiba sdb aes .06 .10 67 

oe 1 i A eae et SR Sod SR LS .05 «Yi 120 
Potatoes, Per basher Ed i i ves pees A .40 .80 100 
Broad, back, Der DOIG. . coi. col. ie ei dni ake ab Shas .02 .03 50 
Bacon, perpound coal da Sr Ai .19 .22 16 
Deol, POY DOUNG agai wines ions pints ois os uh ta dn iid saws Sn ass $0.17- .33 $0.21- .43 28 
Ne, Der DOI ce ar le i i ee a i St a eh 17-38 .21- .43 16 
Pork, roastaner pound... ia es .28 .33 5.38 
Pork, cutiels, Der DOURA: osc cetinnni ss tis nr tras tina non sap Fas «24 . 28 YW 
Pork; hamyperponnd. ons coat soins udi nrda .48 «57 19 
Pork, lard, Der Pound. <  ce.noi meal i fh SR .21 .24 14 
Petroleum herquirts. 0. vo on ni Tl a ie .05 . 06 20 
  

1 Decrease.
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BerLiN, GerMANY, November 7, 1914. 
~The German Government has passed a series of legislative measures 
having as their object the conserving of the local grain supply. The 
principal laws concerning high prices for grains were those of August 
4 and October 28, 1914. A law has also been passed preventing the 
use as cattle food of grains which can be used for human con- 
sumption. Immediately after the outbreak of the war, grains, meat, 
and other raw products were placed upon the free list so as to encour- 
age importations as much as possible. The most interesting of the 
German laws conserving the grain supply is the order of the Bundes- 
rath which went into effect on November 4, 1914, relative to the use 
of rye flour in the making of wheat bread and the use of potato flour 
in the making of rye bread. 

Since it has become known that potato flour is required to be used 
in bread, the price of potato flour has increased considerably, sothat 
the rise in price has caused the potato product to be almost as expen- 
sive as rye flour. 

It was natural that the temporary isolation of Germany, caused 
by the outbreak of the war, should produce a lack of articles gen- 
erally imported from the colonies. The principal articles of this 
kind are tea, rice, cocoa, and coffee. The prices of some of these 
articles have more than doubled. Tea and cocoa are particularly 
short. Imported cocoa products are much in demand because they 
can be used in their manufactured form for field refreshments. 

The meat supply of Germany is regarded as sufficient on the whole 
for the needs during the war. Besides placing meat products on the 
free list, other measures have been passed facilitating importations. 
The authorities have also taken measures to prevent an undue waste 
in the slaughtering of cattle. Although certain kinds of fresh meat 
have increased in price, this increase has not been abnormal in view 
of the present conditions. Pickled and smoked meats which had 
been stored up for some time are now coming into use. : 

The crops of grain and fruits are in general reported to be good. 
The Berlin market is well supplied with vegetables and native fruits 
and no decided increase beyond the usual fluctuations of the season 
has been noticed. The prices of foreign fruits, such as oranges, 
lemons, and apples have greatly increased. Taking into considera- 
tion all of the increases in prices mentioned, householders generally 
estimate that their cost of living has increased by 15 per cent. 

Bresravu, November 3, 1914. 
Since the outbreak of the war there has been a very slight increase 

in the cost of wheat and rye bread. The price of butter has also 
increased slightly. The very best potatoes sell at retail for about 
1 cent a pound, which is about 15 per cent higher than normal prices 
before the war. Pork is even cheaper than before the war, while 
poultry is reported as Dinan at normal prices. Other meats are 
about 2 cents per pound higher than normal. For vegetables a slight 
increase in price is reported, while fruits are about 10 per cent higher 
than normal. : 

The supply of petroleum is reported to be nearly exhausted, and 
retailers are limiting their sales to quantities of 4 liter per customer 
so long as their supply lasts. The prices for men’s, women’s, and 
children’s clothing remain at about normal, although the supplies of
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eotton and woolen hosiery and underwear are reported to be 
getting low. 

HamBURG, GERMANY, November 3, 1914. 

The cost of living in Hamburg has increased somewhat, but not as 
much as might have been expected. 

The only products which have increased considerably in price 
since the outbreak of war are beans, peas, lentils and the like, rice, 
cocoa, and tea, because the military authorities placed restrictions 
upon a large part of these products. The prices re rice and cocoa 
have increased owing to speculation and decrease in receipts. Tea is 
particularly scarce and can not be imported. 

Prices of potatoes have risen on account of speculation, but there 
are enough on hand. At present the farmers do not want to sell and 
are preserving them in holes dug in the ground, pretending that they 
will need them as fodder. It is expected, however, that the Govern- 
ment will regulate the prices, inasmuch as the statement that a short- 
age of fodder exists is not true, the crop of beet sugar being enormous. 
Ir a part of this crop is then used for fodder, sugar will be more expen- 
sive, owing to a reduction in the crop. 

Prices are given below for the period just before the war and for 
the present time, with the percentage of increase: 

  

  

  

    

      

: Per cent 
Articles. Prices hefors Present prices. | of in- 

“1 crease. 

Loos, Ruosslonand Galician endl... oo oa anion $0. 021 (Yi ili dasa 
CS, Carn, BCR Con. ol at ee rer et Ay Ari nana t . 026 $0. 033 27 
Chickens, CHC Dan a Shee Lea te a aa BAe . 357 .428 20 
Saresseael. orn a sl . 833 1.070 28 
CRS SAO ee Ra ALI I : L952 1.070 12 
Cleese 0RPPOUBRE. oc a a de Sr tare nana .238 .261 10 
MOR, POT PONE. - ie sensitivities Se & Him AS a iain .238 . 285 20 
Eat, mnllonper pound. iL Jie cat a Tai naan Lan . 166 . 190 14 
Pork, best, iH PoEnd La irae ti .333 Says is erate 
Pork; second grade, perpontid. .. ..G. coi ii iia. L154 ADEA ug 
Beal, Dor pet. 0. is nn de a ER .238 .261 10 
Beefsteak, per pound. ............ 0.0. heen Yi su es anes . 357 . 380 6 
Sensage, PAL POUR... iva dese sn Sa de . 380 «390: J. 5 rene en 
EHR ANT Na PRN SO Se RR Se PE . 067 067 Jooeo nos 
Puticf, perpound.. ... onal tor oe er ret $0.309- .33 . 380 18 
Cheese, ordinary, perpound ue. t ood sila caesar ai stern an .333 «333 fsrvin tint 2o 
Cloffen, Tasted, Ver POUR: «of ih ee 2 een .333- .428 | $0.356- .451 6 
Coffee, raw, Ber pont... c c.wene cL o Lam a JE . 240 oO} civirivs 
Coffee, prime, not much used, per pound. .........ccueunn.... 571 TTL}. oe ates 
Tat, Orainary, Per pound.L oof. Cio. of tl se ee . 380 L714 88 
Poa, finest, DOr pot... coronas seh cou ts a eee, 1.785 Fn Sh so ol 
Rice, Rangoon, per pound. i... 0. hana ans . 043 . 054 26 
ice, Paine, per noun. oir. ih se ese fi ennai en L043- L052 . 064 37 
Rica, JAVA, DEE NOUNG. Ji. oo 55ce nse instsvnns sis shuns sonics .064- .086 L075- .097 14 
Rice, Carolina, Perpound. dnl dit tian ca SUS ey . 097 .108 11 
Nice, Bassein ‘Borpound.... o ool to un Se i .043- . 052 . 064 37 
YY Nel Hour DOr DOTA. 0% Juss s 2a an emai Sates ont mab saa L043- 047 © .052 15 
Malzeht, perpounll: oct coll hee sri ani ta ean . 108 IB {route ond 
Quaker 2, Ber ponds. Loos a Sa . 090 : 000.1... 5... 
Harley groats; Russian, berpound... linn: . 054 L075 41 
Buckwheat and oats groats, per pound... coven. insins ns .054- .064 .075- .085 37 
Peas, 2perpound.......... .054- .064 . 097 65 
Beans? per pound .054- .064 L097- 108 74 
Lentils, Russian Sparpoand.. oo vac lie ei vena siinnnns . 064 .129 100 
Potatoes, per sack of 143.3 pounds... ....... Lo. Te 1.428 1,904 3 
Turnips, each .035- .047 35 007. 0 
Cabbages, each. . .. 095- .142 695+ 2:1. les 
TOL POT IE fh ss ts es or Shh» bin Haan Hans = dea mina n . 056 aO5B is iets 
Chocobo, por peand. i. a iad . 261 eB fda 
C0000, POL POUNA Lt voip oor sii nsudi cto tenia tn teinde sanvians .238- .710 .357- .710 13 
Sugar, sronuiated, peppound...... 0. LLL . 057 057 Lo. ..niis, 
Sugar lomo per potnd. on. avast i ah an eis L071 LOT no 
Sol per pond. a RT eee .023 . 026 13 

  

1 None in the market. 2 Mostly used for military purposes.
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KenL, November 4, 1914. 
At the beginning of the war there was quite a panic among the 

paopls of this region and a strong speculative tendency among the 
dealers. Prices began to jump at a very rapid rate, but these condi- 
‘tions were of short duration. Military and municipal authorities soon 
established maximum prices for the more important articles of food. 

Taken altogether, it appears that since the war prices of food have 
advanced about 15 or 20 per cent, but as these prices are fixed arti- 
ficially it is a question whether they can be maintained for long. Al- 
ready the bourse or exchange prices on some things, for example, flour 
and lard, are higher than the hts prices at Strassburg. 1tshould 
further be noted that while prices of food commodities have been fixed 
by municipal and military ordinances, articles of good and choice qual- 
ity are sold at higher prices than the maximum prices thus established, 
and in some cases, as, for example, in the case of coffee and flour, it 
appears that the quality has been reduced to meet the fixed prices. 

In certain districts where villages have been destroyed, crops 
ruined, and communication with the markets cut off, prices are very 
high and some things can not be had at any price. 
Bond has advanced 15 per cent in price, clothing, wool, and woolen 

goods have advanced considerably, cotton is dearer by 25 per cent, 
and coal has advanced 10 per cent. Restaurant prices have been 
advanced about 20 per cent. 

The following table shows the maximum prices fixed by the mili- 
tary government at Strassburg compared with the average retail 
prices prevailing there during the month of June, with the percentage 
of increase caused by the war. 
  

  

  

          

ied Per cent 
Articles. Pp fies hums, Present price. of 

: increase. 

Flour, O quality, per pound. i. oo ies iii sais ifnviacives $0. 056 $0. 060 7 
Flour, D quality, Der POUL. ctx. ss inet si ss sitma a vans bed . 047 . 058 23 
Millc, whale, per quart, eee rot a Sat lie i dais ne .049 . 053 8 
Beans, per Pound. . Loe. a i a Saree bres sel . 052 . 064 23 
Peas, green; shelled, PEE POUR. cov: vini i iutiiisedenens . 056 . 097 73 
Peas, Yellow, Per DOM ooo ii ec vnsninoic ssi vas tied naan . 066 .108 64 
Barley 2roaiS, Der POA ovens cine sess bans sis inn sowisoe nian . 069 . 086 25 
Semoling, Per DOU .. visas ce ssinns toss nm sei sins Simei seats ts . 064 : . 060 16 
Coico; roasted, POr POM acess cissiinnssissiomstnrsiaasin . 360 . 345 14 
Condensed Mlk, NOT CaN a. Je tee i cer iiv casei sma vir L140 $0.13~":.30 f...2.-<-5e 
Lentils, DOr DONE.  oceactaaecasiinesnnsnrnrssninnsnntssonss . 086 .110 28 
Salad off, orGiINAry, PoP QUART. he. cre rss tenesion ss snnmrenssie .290 +260] - 110 
Salad ofl, afin pel QUANT. ii. tres rust vivant vane datioi sien . 360 BBL eat ae 
Palm-oil butter In barrels, per pound......ccceveeveiaesenasen .175 . 162 17 
Palm-oll butter in tins, per pound... . ol. ii iis con sapnens 175 .162 17 
Palm-oil butter in tablets, per pound........ccceeuuen.n...... .175 .183- 194 8 
Rice, Der notng. Coin. oa rns sree te ae . 067 .043- .065 119 
Sal DEL POTN on nesrsen sos: ahmminsressnsals shin smaoaisne .023 . 026 13 
Lard, American, in barrels or pails, per pound. ........ Silo Tne a evn AO ll 
Sugar, loaf or granulated, per pound................. 056 . 065 16 
Sugar, cube, per pound oe . 056 . 060 
Petroleum, per gallon........... o .234 . 222 15 
Oxen meat, per pound : $0. 16- .230 18 = 240 8 
Cow meat, per pound......... 14-200 19-1220 21 
Pork, fresh, per pound .15- .190 .19 - ,230 24 
  

1 Decrease. 

In accordance with the law of August 4, 1914, authorizing the 
Federal Council to take economic measures, the council on October 28, 
1914, issued a number of decrees with the object of assuring nutrition 
of the German nation with bread grains for the full duration of the 
war at reasonable prices. 

1 From ‘‘Jahrbiicher fiir Nationalokonomie und Statistik,’ vol. 103, No. 6, December, 1914, p. ¢88 fI- 

Jena, 1914 
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PRICES OF CERTAIN COMMODITIES IN DIFFERENT MARKETS. 

Several general tables have been taken from German sources to 
show the prevailing prices of important articles of food. 

The following table shows the grain prices in the principal Ger: 
man markets: ‘ 

PRICES OF GRAIN IN THE PRINCIPAL GERMAN MARKETS. 

[Source: Jahrbiicher fiir Nationalokonomie und Statistik, December, 1914, p. 688. The original prices in 
marks per 1,000 kilograms have been converted to prices in United States money per bushel, using the 
weights per bushel indicated by the standards fixed in the original German decrees, namely, wheat, 1 
hectoliter="75 kilograms; rye, 1 hectoliter=70 kilograms; barley, 1 hectoliter=68 kilograms. For oats 
Te Wh standard of 32 pounds per bushel has been used in the absence of any standard fixed by 
ecree. 

    

  

Wheat, per Rye, per Barley, per Oats, per 
Date. Locality. bushel of bushel of bushel of bushel of 

58.3 pounds. | 54.4 pounds. | 52.8 pounds. | 32 pounds. 

Nove 2 (Berlin. rc. sn orn rns mas $1.64-51. 66 $1.30 | $1.25-%$1.35 $0. 77-$0..80 
2-+-Konigsherg in Prussia. ........ 000 1.46- 1.59 1 oS ee 70-75 
DY Danie. cc ea bie rea eines 1.59 Vode 73 
2 Posen Renn is dent a BE a Bl sy ea dl 7i- .72 
Or Breslow a. ik 1.56- 1.59 | $1.23- 1.26 1.28- 1.34 2 73 

el." 31 | Bostook. .., ual tn ena 1.59- 1.62 1.26- 1.29 7 72.73 
Nov, 2 Hambure. co tn. kl ysis nes 1.68- 1.69 1.31- 1.32 1.33- 1.40 78-79 
Oct ST 1 Wiel, on rrr baat een 1.62 1.39 1.43 i 

BL MEADE i a ee Tee ts emma] pana ea Nes Seales i ws 77-79 
20 VYeipzig......... ete dee RT A es 1.59- 1.62 1.30- 1.32 1.37- 1.43 8 STE 

Nov. 2 | Dresden....:........ Catal 1.87 1.32 1.20~ 1.40 74-75 
Qot. 311 Cassel... co... fea dah. 1.64- 1.68 1.291.381... ein V3. 79 

SLY Dusseldorl.. . ici trae 1.70- 1.77 1.39-" 1.41 1.40- 1.43 .82- .83 
801 Cologne. io. 0. dn ae YT iig 1.75 V.39.]. oma) .81- .82 

Nov. 2: Frankforton the Main............... 1.70- 1.7 1.36- 1.38 1.34- 1.37 .81- .82 
i Mahal... 00 1.74- 1.79 1.39- 1.42 1.34- 1.37 .81- .83 

Oet. 30: Mundeh 1... so EL 1.79- 1.82 1.43- 1.44 1.36- 1.41 .80- .81 
Nov. 20 8Stulteart....... il iii vae 1.76- 1.83 1.44- 1.50 1.34- 1.43 L79- .83           
  

The bureau of market reports of the German Agricultural Council 
at the end of October, 1914, made an investigation as to the prices 
and weight of bread in Berlin and suburbs. The results are given in 
the following table: 

PRICES AND WEIGHT OF RYE BREAD AND ROLLS IN 70 BAKERIES OF BERLIN AND 
ITS SUBURBS AT THE END OF OCTOBER, 1914. 

[Source: Jahrbiicher {iir Nationalokonomie und Statistik, January, 1915, pp. 752 and 753.] 

  

  

  

  

    

Weight of one loaf rye bread, costing— Weight] Weight 

of 10 of 10 
Bak- hy ae 

Locality. ey TO x8 0 
mum-\ 95 | 107 | 11.9 | 143 | 155 | 167 | 21.4 | 238 (Sins Gates 

cents. | cents. | cents. | cents. | cents. cents. cents. | cents. costing | costing 

6 cents. | 6 cents. 

Oz, 1.028. y Ors. v Ozs, + Ozs,. 4 Ozs. | Ors. | Ozs, Ozs. 0zs. 
Berlin, W............ Vio, All rts er swan ns sat eect ren eae 14.1 1.0 

2dr ens 44.1 BY, ins fehreann Losier a way freer 14.1 7.0 
Shien til tees 0 rails ath tit. ttl vias da vees 13.0 7.0 
$4 te Anse AO he eer ta i Lan 14.1 7.0 
3 etait et sat BITTY odin) dmv ens A] sagt wn emi 13.0 7.0 
Gy esa Be ie en rrr aan a ai rae 14.1 7.0 
Cine oan: BO aaa ite dle us alan vans hus Svein 14.1 7.0 
8 eee. BT a a a eee a 15.0 9.7 
Od ain G0. Fh eat ite sew lh se sb Casita ot» wen 14.1 7.0 

10. eet A YD i reat a i a te ea nme 14.1 7.0 
1 ea 0.58 ay ad ein ate sai 14.1 7.0 

: I id HR 20, 0 a es Al aa [13,e 7.0 
Berlin, XW.......... 33 BS Besant desserts serra dha ea sas tae sours i. 38.7 8.3                  



FOOD PRICES AS AFFECTED BY THE WAR—GERMANY, 43 

PRICES AND WEIGHT OF RYE BREAD AND ROLLS IN 70 BAKERIES OF BERLIN AND 

ITS SUBURBS AT THE END OF OCTOBER, 1914—Concluded. 

  

  

  

  

Weight of one loaf rye bread, costing— Weight| Weight 

of 10 of 10 
Bak- he gas 

: er Tolls TOLIS 

Locality. Ef : 2 (schrip- | (kniip- 
Son 19.7 1.11.9 15.5 {18.7 pen), | pel) 

cents. | cents. cents. | cents. | costing oaetls o 

6 cents. | 6 cents. 

Berlin, Oo... 

Charlottenburg....... 

Schoneberg........... 

14.1 7.0 
14.1 7.9 

Pibtyensee......i..... 168.7 9.3 
Stegiitz... i... 0. 14.1 8.5 

13.4 8.1 
15.0 7.8 
14.8 7.8 
13.2 7.8: 
14.1 7.4 
15.2 8.1 
14.8 7.3 
15.2 8.1 
14.8 7.8 

. 14.8 7.8 

. 15.9 7.8 
: 14.8 7.8 
. 14.8 7.8 

14.8 7-8 
Gr. Lichterfelde, W... : 15.9 7.0 

. 14.6 7.6 
4 15.0 7.9 

Highestwelght. .... [0 .. 56.4] 61.7 79.3) 83.2 16.7 10.2 
Lowest weight. ..... |...... 44.1] 45.8 92.21 67.0 12.3 7.0               
  

      
  

  
  

Based upon the above table the average price of one pound of 
rye bread at the end of October was, in the 21 Berlin bakeries inves- 
tigated, 16.02 pfennigs (3.81 cents), and in the 49 bakeries investi- 
gated in the suburbs of Berlin 15.90 pfennigs (3.78 cents), while 
according to an investigation made in 40 Berlin bakeries by the
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statistical office of the city of Berlin the average price was 14.85 
pfennigs (3.53 cents) during the month of July, and 16.10 pfennigs 
(3.83 cents) during the month of September. 

The following table shows the prices of a number of important 
articles of food in the Berlin markets as compared with the prices of 
similar articles toward the end of 1913: 

AVERAGE RETAIL PRICES IN THE MUNICIPAL PUBLIC MARKETS OF BERLIN. 

[Source: Preiszusammenstellungen des statistischen Amts der Stadt Berlin.] 

    

  

  

  

                      
    
  

Beef, per pound. Veal, per pound. Mutton, per Pork, per pound. pound. 

Month and fitone: 
year. irloin, Toth hol 

round | p.. x Cutlets Shoul- | Chops, | Breast vis oyl- 
steak, | Breast. | Flank. 95, ™| Breast. | "ger * | “loin.” | flank.’ ae Ham. 15 ’ 
rump. ? oy: 

1914. 

January...... £0.220 | $0.192.| $0.173 | $0.231 | $0.205 | $0.192 | $0.216 | $0.190 | $0. 218 [30.190 | $0. 173 
February..... . 220 171 +225 . 203 L188 .214 L188 L207] .184 . 164 
Mareh........ 220 192 171 222 . 201 . 186 212 188 199 175 160 
April... or. 218 186 166 222 . 199 L184 218 . 186 203 173 .158 

May. o.oo 218 181 158 222 . 199 . 186 216 188 209 171 153 
Juno... lo, 220 179 . 158 220 . 199 184 225 190 216 168 147 
July... in 218 184 . 160 220 205 . 188 220 194 216 168 . 149 
Angust,..q..: .229 . 186 . 168 . 235 . 216 .199 . 240 L218 «225 + 175 . 164 
September... . . 225 L184 . 166 .216 . 203 . 150 L227 . 205 L214 | 173 . 164 
Oectober....... .222 . 188 . 166 .214 .199 L188 .214 . 194 2034. 177. »17% 

1913. : 
October. ..... $2221. .194 «173 . 229 . 203 . 186 . 216 . 194 229 1.196 L181 

aden, J D0, per pound. Pota- | Rye | Wheat | Milk,? 
Month and |smoked, | ————— 32, Baten Eggs, | toes, |bread,!| bread! wile 

year. per onl Dee each. | per per per | Ted, 
. Smoked. | Sliced. | P = {0 . bushel. | pound. | pound. 9 

  

$0.320 | $0.386 | $0.181 | $0.300 | $0.024 | $0.389 | $0.030 | $0.059 $0. 054 
.313 . 380 . 298 .021 . 389 

  

31 ii [030 | “L058 | 054 
309 | .38| .15| os] oto] 3se| lo30| loss | os 
304 369| .ri| 26] loir| 3s9| lo30| .oss| 054 
'304| 360 .168| 287 | loiz| 39) los0| loss| ood 
.302:| .363| .166| 283 | oiv| 58| los0| loss| os 
s02| .363 .164| .2s3| .ooff BBN e32) .o| 054 

August......| .o;2| .m;s| sm .iss| .21| .om| Im3| .os| .oe4{ .om 
September..| 220| .311| 367| .1ss| l2%0| lo24| 58| lo35| .062| L054 
October... ‘220 | i309 | at | 199 | 322] o20| .583| .o035| .062| .o54 

1913. 
October... 212| 32) .sse| 1st] om] .om| .3se| .om| .osr| .om                     
  

1 Average of 40 bakeries according to weight tests of the statistical office of the city of Berlin, 
2 According to reports of the Chamber of Commerce (A #esten der Kaufmannschaft). 

It will be noticed that, with the exception of bacon and shoulders 
of veal, meats in October, 1914, were either unchanged in price or 
lower than in October, 1913. The price of milk shows no change, 
but for all the other articles there has been an advance which is in 
some cases considerable.
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DECREES CONCERNING PRICES OF GRAINS AND FOODS. 

The text of the decree of October 28 as to maximum prices for grain 

is as follows: 

In Germany this year’s crops of grain used in the making of bread and the available 
supply in the country at the outbreak of the war assure our nutrition without the aid 

of imports. The consumption of rye is provided for until the beginning of September 

and that of wheat until the beginning of August of next year. If we should be so short- 

sighted as to take into consideration the current crop year only, conditions would look 

less serious. This war, however, which was forced upon us, will be conducted by 

England as an economic war the more vigorously the longer it lasts. We must in time 
be prepared for it to last longer than the current crop year and must consequently 

make our supplies last not only until the next crop, but well into the next year. 

In order to achieve this end and to keep prices from going beyond a certain limit, 

which represents the true relation between supply and demand, a number of measures 

have become necessary for the enforcement of which the Federal Council in its session 

of October 28 has issued the following regulations which, unless otherwise stated, come 
into force on November 4. In addition the Federal Council will soon issue another 

decree as to the collection of new statistics of the available supplies, which may lead 
to the taking of further measures. 

I. AUTHORIZATION OF THE CENTRAL STATE AUTHORITIES TO FIX MAXIMUM PRICES. 

The law of August 4 relating to maximum prices is herewith extended in such a 
manner that the central State authorities or authorities designated by them shall also 

be authorized to fix maximum prices for daily necessaries, among which belong food- 
stuffs and fodder, provided that the Federal Council has not done so. Owners of 

such necessaries shall be obligated to sell them to the proper authorities on their re- 

quest. 

II. MEASURES TO ENFORCE ECONOMY IN THE AVAILABLE SUPPLY OF BREAD GRAIN. 

1. Order relating to the mixing of flour.—Considering its consumption, the available 

supply of wheat is relatively smaller than that of rye. The most natural measure to 
remedy this shortage of wheat is the admixture of rye flour to all wheat flour. The 
supply of rye may, on the other hand, be made to last longer by mixing potatoes with 

_ the rye flour when baking. Investigations and practical experiments have shown 

that rye bread with an admixture of 20 per cent of potatoes is as nutritive as pure rye 
bread and as palatable. In order to secure general enforcement of these necessary 
measures the Federal Council has issued the following order as to the traffic in bread: 

Arricie 1. Traffic in wheat bread shall be permitted only when rye flour has also 

been used in its preparation. The proportion of rye flour must be at least 10 parts to 
every 90 parts of wheat flour. 

Arr. 2. Traffic in rye bread shall be permitted only when potatoes have also been 
used in its preparation. The proportion of potato in the bread, if potato flakes, potato 
flour, or potato starch flour are used as admixture, must be at least 5 parts to every 95 
parts of rye flour. ; 

Rye bread, in the preparation of which more than 5 parts of potatoeshave been used, 
must be marked with the letter ““K.” If the potato contents exceed 20 parts, the 
number of these parts must be affixed in Arabic figures to the letter ““K.” If mashed 

or grated potatoes are used, 4 parts of them shall be considered equivalent to 1 part of 

potato flakes, potato flour, or potato starch flour. 
Arr. 3. These provisions are also applicable to consumers’ cooperative societies, 

which sell only to their members.
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ArT. 4. Bakers and persons selling bread must post a copy of this order in their sales 
places. 

The provisions contained in articles 1 and 2 come into force on December 1, 1914, 
2. Milling of bread grain.—Further economy in the use of the available supply of 

bread grain may be achieved by more intensive milling, a measure which during the 
last years has been repeatedly recommended for hygienic reasons. The Federal Coun- 

cil, therefore, issues the following regulations as to the milling of bread grain: 
ArticLE 1. Rye is to be milled up to at least 70 per cent in the manufacture of rye 

flour. 

Arr. 2. Wheat is to be milled up to at least 75 per cent in the manufacture of wheat 
flour. 

The central State authorities or the authorities designated by them may permit in 
this milling the manufacture of a superfine flour of specified grade. 

3. Prohibition of the use of bread grain as forage.—Even in normal years one-fourth 
of our rye crop is being used for feeding stock and with the scarcity of all kinds of 
forage in the present year rye might possibly be used for this purpose to a still larger 

extent. A prohibition of this use, therefore, became necessary. In order to some- 
what lighten the burden to be imposed in this manner upon agriculture, article 3 of 
the following provisions permits certain exceptions, and the enforcement of the 

above prohibition, which it will be very hard to control, shall be further facilitated 

by the fixing of very low maximum prices for barley and bran. (See under III.) 
The order prohibiting the use of bread grain as forage provides as follows: 

ArticLE 1. The use as forage of rye and grain fit for milling, also if rough ground, 

as well as of rye flour and wheat flour which is suitable for the manufacture of bread, 
is prohibited. : 

Art. 2. The central State authorities may restrict or prohibit the rough grinding of 

rye and wheat. : . 
Arr. 3. In case of pressing economic needs, the central State authorities or the 

authorities designated by them, may generally, or for specified districts, or for specified 

kinds of establishments, or in individual instances, permit the use as forage of rye 
produced in the agricultural establishment of an owner of live stock for the live stock 
kept in his establishment. 

III. DETERMINATION OF MAXIMUM PRICES FOR GRAIN AND BRAN. 

The enforcement of all the above measures is, in the opinion of the Imperial Govern- 

ment, only possible if the prices of grain are regulated simultaneously. The Govern- 

ment is fully aware of the difficulties connected with such a regulation and has its 
scruples as to such interference, but war requires special measures. To limit its in- 

terference with economic conditions to a minimum the Government has fixed 

maximum prices only for rye and wheat, for feed barley grading at 68 kilograms per 
hectoliter [52.8 pounds per bushel] or below, and for bran. (Seell, 3.) For the present 
it has been decided not to fix maximum prices for oats, because the administration 

of the army has so far been able to obtain an ample supply at reasonable prices. 
Neither have maximum prices been fixed for potatoes, because it is the Government’s 

belief that the present high prices are only temporary. If, however, the prices of 
potatoes should not go down after the close of the potato harvest and after the im- 

pending improvements of transportation facilities, maximum prices will also be 
determined for them, although great technical difficulties stand in the way of such a 
measure if for no other reason than that of the difference in qualities. 

In the determination of maximum prices rye delivered at Berlin has been taken 
as basis. The price for rye delivered at Berlin has been fixed at 220 marks per 1,000 
kilograms [$1.29 per bushel of 54.4 pounds], i. e., at an average of the prices demanded 

by the interested parties, which range between $1.17 and $1.41. The price of wheat
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has been fixed 25 cents higher according to the average price during the period 1908- 

1913, and the price of feed barley has been set lower than the price for rye in order to 

make the prohibition of the use of rye for forage more effective. It has been fixed 

at $1.17 for districts which cultivate barley and at $1.20 for those districts which buy 

barley. (See art. 5 of the following order.) The price of bran has been fixed uni- 
formly for the entire Empire at 13 marks per 100 kilograms [$1.40 per 100 pounds] at 
the mill, wholesale as well as retail. This will be of special advantage to small milis 

and compensate them in some manner for the disadvantage suffered on account of 

the order regulating the milling of bread grain. The fixing of prices of flour for the 
whole Empire has encountered such insurmountable difficulties that their determina- 

tion has been left to the central State authorities. 

The following maximum prices have been decreed for grain and bran: 

ArticLE 1. The wholesale price of 1,000 kilograms of native rye may not etond in; 

  

  

          

Per Per 

Locality. Marks. bape of Locality. Marks. Yodel of 

pounds. | pounds. 
| 
| 

Alxlalhapelle... Lo. i000 237 $1.39 1 Hambure.il.o.000, oat 228 $1.34 
Bitin. ela 220 1.20: Hanover... ciuminvn onsen 228 1.24 
Brunswiek.....c..v iain 227 Loa Biel ot 226 1.33 
Bremen. ii. cin ens, 231 1.36 || Konigsberg in Prussia........ 209 1.23 
Breslon. i. cies tases 212 3,25 alpen ees 225 1.32 
Bromberg... .ni lel 209 L231 Masdeburg.... cL. 000 224 1.32 
Cassel... ei teil ras enna 231 1.90: Mannheim... oo lioai ne ons 236 1.39 
Qologne. 0... ie 236 1.39 fi Mamich. noon oat tls 237 1.39 
ARR 212 L251 Pesen LL Ol LL 210 1.23 
Portmund........ 5. 0a. 235 1.38 Bostock. st ion erin clin 218 1.28 
Dresten cc iain vn ena viaias 225 1.32.4 Sagrbrilcken...-..caai-:00.00- 237 1.39 
Duisburg. ........c oop ine nana 236 1.39 || Schwerin in Mecklenburg.... 219 1.29 
Emden... ... 00.00.00 232 1.36 5 Stebtif... vpedens savasioan 216 1.97 
Flare. asi. 229 1.34 || Strassburg in Alsace.......... 237 1.39 
Frankfort on the Mala as Sas 235 1.38 || Stutigare.. .. car i 237 1.29 
eli. hn Lie 218 1.28 | ZW... at 227 1.33 

  

Arr. 2.—If the weight of 1 hectoliter of rye is in excess of 70 kilograms [54.4 

pounds per bushel] the maximum price shall be increased 1.50 marks per each full 
kilogram [equivalent to 12.6 cents per bushel for each 0.78 pounds per bushel]. 

Arr. 3. In secondary localities not mentioned in article 1, the maximum price shall 
‘ be the same as in the nearest-situated principal locality mentioned in article 1. 

The central State authorities or the higher administrative authorities designated 
by them may determine a lower maximum price. If another principal locality than 

the nearest-situated governs the price formation in a secondary locality, the above 

authorities may determine the maximum price for the secondary locality as high as 
the price fixed for this principal locality. If this principal locality, however, is situ- 

ated in another Federal State, the approval of the imperial chancellor is required. 

Art. 4. The maximum price of 1,000 kilograms of native wheat shall be 40 marks 
[25.2 cents per bushel] higher than that for 1,000 kilograms of rye (articles 1 and 3). 

If the weight of 1 hectoliter of wheat is in excess of 75 kilograms [58.3 pounds per 

bushel], the maximum price shall be increased 1.50 marks for each’ full kilogram 
[equivalent to 12.6 cents per bushel for each 0.78 pounds per bushel]. 

Art. 5. The maximum price for 1,000 kilograms of native barley not weighing in 

excess of 68 kilograms per hectoliter [52.8 pounds per bushel] shall in the Prussian 
provinces of Schleswig-Holstein, Hanover and Westphalia, as well as in Oldenburg, 

Brunswick, Waldeck, Schaumburg-Lippe, Lippe, Litbeck, Bremen, and Hamburg, 

be 10 marks [5.7 cents per bushel] lower than the maximum price per 1,000 kilograms 
of rye (articles 1 and 3); in that part of Bavaria which is situated east of the Rhine 13 

marks [7.4 cents per bushel] lower; and in all other localities 15 marks [8.6 cents per 

bushel] lower.
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Art. 6. Maximum prices for a baoalliy, according to articles 1 to 5, are for delivery 
in that locality. 

Arr. 7. As wholesale trade in the meaning of articles 1 to 6 shall be understood 

trade between the producer, the miller, and the dealer. 
Art. 8. The price per 1,000 kilograms [2,204.62 pounds] of rye bran or wheat bran if 

sold by the miller may not exceed 13 marks [$3.094]. This provision is not applicable 

to feeding meal (Vollmehl, Rand, Grieskleie, etc.). : 
Arr. 9. The maximum prices shall be in force without change until December 31, 

1914. Beginning with this date they shall be increased on the 1st and 15th of each 

month 1.50 marks per 1,000 kilograms [35.7 cents per 2,204.62 pounds] in the case of 
grain and 5 pfennigs per 100 kilograms [1.2 cents per 220.462 pounds] in the case of 

bran. 

Art. 10. Maximum prices are for delivery without bags, cash on delivery. If the 

sale is made on time, up to 2 per cent annual interest in excess of the discount rate 

of the reichsbank may be added to the price. Maximum prices for grain, but not for 

bran, include the costs of loading and transportation to the freight yard, or, in case of 

transportation by water route, to the landing place of the ship or barge. 
All of the above decrees come into force on November 4, 1914; paragraph 1 of article 

2 of the decree relating to traffic in bread, however, not before December 1, 1914. 

Contraventions of the provisions given under II shall be punished with a fine up to 
1,500 marks [$357]. The decree No. III as to maximum prices does not provide 
fines for contraventions because all agreements in contravention of it are void in 

accordance with article 134 of the Civil Code. The imperial chancellor shall deter- - 
mine the date on which the above decrees shall be considered as abrogated. 

In its session of November 5, 1914, the Federal Council issued the 
following decree as to maximum prices for oats: 

ArticLe 1. The price of 1,000 kilograms of native oats may not exceed in: 

      

  

Per Per 

Locality. Marks. | bushel of Locality. Marks, |Pushelof 
pounds. pounds. 

Alx-In-Chapelle.:...........0 221 $0.763 {l-Homburg.... ..... mies dn. 217 $0.750 - 
Berlingo im oan 212 Sry RH LTT ES 218 . 753 
Brmswick..o 1. 00.0.0... 217 LINO Nel, a Li i a 216 .746 
Brome. oe. sc sdciea 0s 219 .757 || Konigsberg in Prussia........ 204 .705 
Breslan. fn 000 3a 204 0 elpaig s.r 214 .739 
BIOMDBIS ovens rnienna. ens 206 713 [- Magdeburg... .o0. oiben i. ns 216 . 746 
Cassel. esas aes 218 L153 Manmheim......- oo... 00.0. 222 . 767 
Cologne. bn. oo. 00. nis 221 763 I Munich... 5. fd. 00. 000000 220 760 
Danzig... aie nthe 207 TU Posen... ous OE 205 708 
Dortmund... 0. . 00. 223 0 Rostoek., ..-.al hr 210 725 
Dresden... oc. eid. 212 782 1 Saarhritcken.......0.... oc 224 L774 
Duisburg, La Loin eal. 222 .767 || Schwerin in Mecklenburg... 210 L725 
Emden, Co ae, 218 +205 Stabtin.. tl. sotnn. nln 209 L722 
Ielort cs a 217 .750 || Strassburg in Alsace.......... 223 L770 
Frankfort on the Main........ 221 0% Stattgart.. aR 220 . 760 
Glelwilz....o i. Re 00 0 202 w008 Hl ZWieEaN. iii ia 215 743             
  

These maximum prices are not applicable to seed oats. Particulars shall be pro- 

vided for by the Federal Council. 
Art. 2. In secondary localities not mentioned in article 1, the maximum price shall 

be the same as in the nearest-situated principal locality mentioned in article 1. The 

central State authorities or the higher administrative authorities designated by them 
may determine a lower maximum price. Ifanother principallocality than the nearest- 

situated governs the price formation in a secondary locality, the above authorities may 

determine the maximum price for the secondary locality as high as the price fixed for
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this principal locality. If this principal locality is, however, situated in another 
Federal State, the approval of the imperial chancellor is required. 

Art. 3. Maximum prices in a locality, according to articles 1 and 2, are for delivery 

in that locality. 

Arr. 4. As wholesale trade in the meaning of articles 1 to 3 shall be understood trade 

between the producer, the miller, and the dealer. 
Art. 5. The maximum prices shall remain unchanged up to December 31, 1914. 

Beginning with this date they shall be increased 1.50 marks per 1,000 kilograms [35.7 
cents per 2204.62 1bs.] on the 1st and 15th day of each month. = 

Arr. 6. Maximum prices are for delivery without bags, cash on delivery. If the 
sale is made on time, up to 2 per cent annual interest in excess of the discount rate of 
the reichsbank may be added to the price. Maximum prices include the costs of 

loading and transportation to the freight yard, or, in case of transportation by water 
route, to the landing place of the ship or barge. 

Arr. 7. This decree becomes effective on November 9, 1914. The imperial chan- 

cellor shall then determine the date on which this decree shall be considered as 
abrogated. 

In pursuance of the decree of the Federal Council of October 28, 
1914, relating to the traffic in bread, on November 3, 1914, the 
Prussian minister of commerce permitted grain to be so milled that 
30 per cent of the ground product should be superfine wheat flour. 

The text of the decree of November 23, 1914, fixing maximum prices 
for food potatoes, is as follows:?! 

ArticLE 1. The price per 1,000 kilograms [2204.62 1bs.] of native food potatoes in the 
case of sale by the producer shall not exceed: 

In the Prussian provinces, East Prussia, West Prussia, Posen, Silesia, Pomerania, 
and Brandenburg, and in the Grand Duchies Mecklenburg-Schwerin and Mecklen- 

burg-Strelitz, 55 marks [35.6 cents per bushel] for the varieties Daber, Imperator, 
Magnum Bonum, and Up-to-date, and 50 marks [32.4 cents per bushel] for all other 
varieties; : ! 

In the Prussian Provinces Saxony, in the district domain Schmalkalden, in the 
Kingdom of Saxony, in the Grand Duchy of Saxony exclusive of the enclave Ostheim- 

vor-der-Rhon, in the district Blankenburg, in the bailiwick Calvérde, in the Duchies 

Saxe-Meiningen, Saxe-Altenburg, Saxe-Coburg-Gotha exclusive of the enclave 
bailiwick Konigsberg in Franconia, and Anhalt, in the principalities Schwarzburg- 

Sondershausen, Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt, Reuss older line, and Reuss younger line, 
57 marks [36.9 cents per bushel] for the varieties Daber, Imperator, Magnum Bonum, 

and Up-to-date, and 52 marks [33.7 cents per bushel] for all other varieties; 

In the Prussian Provinces Schleswig-Holstein, Hanover, Westphalia exclusive of 

the Government district Arnsberg and the district Recklinghausen, in the district 
county Schaumburg, in the Grand Duchy Oldenburg exclusive of the principality 

Birkenfeld, in the Duchy Brunswick exclusive of the district Blankenburg and the 

bailiwick Calvérde, in the principalities Schaumburg-Lippe, Lippe, in Liibeck, 
Bremen, and Hamburg, 59 marks [38.2 cents per bushel] for the varieties Daber, 
Imperator, Magnum Bonum, and Up-to-date, and 54 marks [34 cents per bushel] for 

all other varieties; 
In all other parts of Germany 61 marks [39.5 cents per bushel] for the varieties Daber, 

Imperator, Magnum Bonum, and Up-to-date, and 56 marks [36.3 cents per bushel] for 

all other varieties. 
  

1 From ‘Jahrbiicher fiir National6konomie und Statistik,’” vol. 104, No. 1, January, 1915, p. 743 ff 

Jena, 1915. 

87285°—Bull. 170—15 4  
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The central State authorities may decree that other high-grade varieties of food 
potatoes shall be considered as equivalent to the varieties Daber, Imperator, Magnum 

Bonum, and Up-to-date. 
The maximum prices are not applicable to sales made to consumers, consumers’ 

cooperative associations, or communes, provided that the quantity sold does not exceed 
1,000 kilograms [36.7 bushels]. Neither are they applicable to seed potatoes and salad 
potatoes. : 

Each person selling food potatoes, who before August 1, 1914, has not conducted the 
sale of potatoes as a business, shall be considered a producer of potatoes in the meaning 

of this decree. 
Arr. 2. The maximum prices provided for in article 1 are applicable for good, sound 

food potatoes of a minimum size of 3.4 centimeters [1.3 inches], delivered in the 

varieties mentioned in this decree and free of admixture of other varieties. 
Art. 3. The maximum prices fixed for a district shall be applicable to potatoes 

produced in this district. 
Arr. 4. Maximum prices are for delivery without bags, cash on delivery. If the 

sale is made on time, up to 2 per cent annual interest in excess of the discount rate of 

the reichsbank may be added to the price. Maximum prices include the costs of 
loading and transportation to the nearest freight yard, or, in case of transportation by 

water, to the landing place of the ship or barge. 

Arr. 5. The maximum prices determined by this decree are maximum prices in 
the meaning of article 2, paragraph 1, of the law of August 4, 1914, relating to maximum 
prices (R. G. BL. p. 339) and according to the text of the decree of October 28, 1914, 

relating to maximum prices (R. G. Bl. p. 458). 
Art. 6. This decree becomes effective on November 28, 1914. The imperial chan- 

cellor shall determine the date on which this decree shall be considered as abrogated. 

MAXIMUM PRICES FOR POTATO PRODUCTS. 

Potato flakes. 
Per 100 

kilograms. Per 100 
Marks. Ibs. 

Producer’s price (0.50 mark [5.4 cents per 100 1bs.] to be 

paid in addition at the close of the fiscal year)....... 23.00 $2.48 
WHOICHIG DICE... «oi sxe ssn ass Snes nrtsns sain s 25.30 2.73 
Retail price (maximum). «uve. cus inasinsvsnsnins 25. 90 2. 80 

Sliced potatoes, suited as forage for live stock. 

Producer’s price (0.50 mark [5.4 cents per 100 lbs.]addi- 

1000], aS aDOVE) are veniar rrr csnisnnsas savin sneaks 21.75 2.35 

Wiolemla price... tice oviatiiinsens xen 24. 50 2.64 
Retail price (maximum). . - - uuu vite sien sin sani 24. 65 2. 66 

Potato flour. 

Producer’s price (0.50 mark [5.4 cents per 100 Ibs.] addi- 

HOA, 08 0B0VE). «ccsomenis sais ans valinnsithsmtns sina 27.00 2.91 
Wiolomlo price... ccs ninsvdiincinnninin cs cucnie 28. 80 3.11 

Balai Price. cr iver ivnsss  ronssri shin siu as ve ron sates 29. 40 3.17 

Potato starch flour. 

Producer’ S Priced. ui ivn vine dia de Ses ue 29.80 3.22 
Whelesslo pienso aes 31.10 3.36 
Relall Price. teense. io rsh i se et 31.70 3.42
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AMENDMENT OF THE PREVIOUSLY IssUED DECREES As TO MAXIMUM 

Prices ror GRAIN. 

On December 19, 1914, the Federal Council issued several amend- 
ments to the decrees relating to maximum prices for bread grains and 
oats. These amendments are briefly as follows: * 

Maximum prices shall be governed by the locality in which delivery of the 

merchandise takes place and up to which the seller has to bear the costs of trans- 

portation, In the case of agriculturists this locality is as a rule the loading station. 
An additional amount not to exceed 4 marks [95.2 cents] per 1,000 kilograms [2,204.62 
pounds] may be added to the maximum prices if the sale of grain is effected through 

commercial channels. This additional amount may include especially commission, 
brokerage, and similar fees, as well as all kinds of actual expenditures. However, ° 

it shall not include expenditures for bags or for freight from the loading to the receiv- 
ing station. A charge of 1 mark [23.8 cents] per 1,000 kilograms may be made for 

the loan of bags. The sale price of bags has been fixed at 80 pfennigs [19 cents] for 
small bags and at 1.20 marks [28.6 cents] for bags holding 75 kilograms [165.3 pounds] 

or more, 

The price increases for higher than the standard weight per hectoliter have been 
annulled in the case of wheat and rye. 

The 68-kilogram standard for barley has likewise been set aside. Special excep- 

tional provisions have been issued for seed grain. Sales of barley and oats to retailers 
or consumers no longer come under the provisions as to maximum prices provided 

that the quantity sold does not exceed 3,000 kilograms [6,613.86 pounds]. 
The so-called ‘Reports’ (increases in the maximum prices at specified points of 

time) shall in the case of wheat and rye continue to be in force, but shall be discon- 

tinued in the case of oats. To offset this discontinuance the maximum prices of 

oats shall be increased 2 marks [47.6 cents] per 1,000 kilograms, beginning with 

December 24, 1914. 
For bran there has been fixed, in addition to the maximum price of 13 marks per 

100 kilograms [$1.40 per 100 pounds] at the mill, a wholesale price of 15 marks [$1.62 
per 100 pounds], and a retail price for sales not exceeding 1,000 kilograms of 15.50 
marks [$1.67 per 100 pounds]. The sale of bran mixed with other substances has 

been prohibited. 
All punitive provisions for contraventions and evasions of the decrees on maximum 

prices have been strengthened. 

AMENDMENT OF DECREES RELATING TO THE MIXING OF FLOUR 

AND MiLLine oF BrREAD Grains. REcurATiION OF WORK IN 
BAKERIES.? 

Guided by experience, the Federal Council, on January 1, 1915, 
supplemented and enlarged the provisions relative to the husbandry 
of the available supply of grain, in the manner shown in the follow- 
ing summary: 

Rye shall in the future be milled up to 82 per cent and wheat up to 80 per cent. 

The central State authorities may, however, for special reasons grant exceptions from 
this provision to individual mills. 

The central State authorities may as heretofore permit the milling of superfine 
wheat and rye flour, but only up to 10 per cent of the output. Wheat flour may 
  

! From “Finanz- und Handelsblatt der Vossischen Zeitung,” Berlin, December 20, 1914, No. 646. 

2 From the article “ Verbot der Nachtarbeet im Bickergewerbe’’ in Vosssiche Zeitung, Berlin, Jan. 6, 

1915. Erste Beilage.
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in the future only be sold by mills in a mixture composed of 70 per cent wheat flour 
and 30 per cent rye flour. This provision is applicable also to mills which mill grain 
for third parties. 

The provisions prohibiting the use of grain as forage have also been strengthened. 

Rye and wheat fit for milling may no longer be used as forage, be rough ground, or be 
used in the manufacture of forage. This prohibition is applicable also to rye and 
wheat mixed with other grain, as well as to rye or wheat flour which alone or mixed 
with other kinds of flour is suitable for the manufacture of bread. Finally it has 

been prohibited to use bread, with the exception of spoiled bread or bread refuse, 

as forage. The central State authorities have been authorized to further limit or 
prohibit the use of rye and wheat and rye and wheat flour for other purposes than 
human nutrition. 

The use of superfine flour (Auszugmehl) in the manufacture of rye or wheat bread 
has been prohibited. Wheat bread must contain up to 30 per cent rye flour. The 
wheat flour in it may, however, up to 20 per cent be replaced by potato-starch flour. 

Rye bread must contain to each 90 parts of rye flour 10 parts of potato flakes, potato 
flour, or potato-starch flour, or it must contain 30 parts mashed or grated potatoes. 

In case of a larger percentage of potato contents the bread must be marked with the 
letter ““K.” Barley flour, oatmeal, rice flour, or coarse-ground barley may be sub- 

stituted for potatoes in the manufacture of rye bread. Pure rye bread, for the manu- 
facture of which rye must be milled up to 93 per cent, need not contain any admix- 

ture of potatoes. Wheat bread may only be manufactured in loaves weighing not 
more than 100 grams [3.5 ounces]. The central State authorities are authorized to 

limit the use of wheat bread at variance with the preceding provision and may also 
prescribe specified forms and weights for rye and wheat bread. 

In the manufacture of cakes not more than one-half of the weight of the flour or 

flour-like substances used may consist of wheat. The central State authorities may 
limit the manufacture of cakes to specified week days. All nightwork shall be 
prohibited in bakeries and confectioneries, inclusive of hotel bakeries and similar 

establishments. - Rye bread weighing more than 50 grams [1.8 ounces] may not be 
delivered from bakeries sooner than 24 hours after it has been baked. Flour fit for 
baking may not be sprinkled in pans to prevent the dough sticking to them. 

In order to facilitate strict enforcement of these provisions police officers and experts 
specially charged with the enforcement have been authorized to enter at any time 
all mills and bakeries and their storage and business rooms, as well as rooms in which 
feed is kept, and to make inspections there and take samples. 

The decree relating to the milling of bread grains and to the prohibition of the 
use of bread grain as feed becomes effective on January 11, 1915, and that relating 

to the manufacture of bakery goods on January 15, 1915. 

STATE AND MUNICIPAL REGULATIONS OF TRADE IN BREAD GRAINS, 
Frour, AND Breap.! 

The Federal decree of January 31, 1915, relating to the regulation 
of the trade in bread grains and flour, authorizes the central State 
authorities and communal federations to issue more detailed regula- 
tions for the enforcement of its provisions. Several central State 
authorities and some of the principal communal federations have 
already made use of this authorization. 
  

1 The digests of decrees and ordinances given under this heading were translated from the article ¢ Gemein- 

wirtschaftliche Brot- und Mehlversorgung” in Sociale Praxis und Archiv fiir Volkswohlfahrt, Vol. XXIV, 

No. 19, pp. 429 fi. Berlin, Feb. 4, 1915.



FOOD PRICES AS AFFECTED BY THE WAR—GERMANY.. 53 

The regulations for Prussia were issued on the same date on which 
the Federal decree was published. These regulations were issued in 
a joint decree of the ministers of commerce and industry, agricul- 
ture, finance, and interior. They relate especially to supplies in 
agricultural establishments, strengthen the prohibition of the use of 
bread grains for feeding purposes, regulate the reporting by bakeries 
of supplies and sales, especially as to sales to restaurants and saloons, 
provide as punishment for false reports confiscation of the supplies 
without compensation, and regulate the procedure of expropriation 
with respect to seed grain and the prices to be paid for expropriated 
supplies. - Finally, the decree regulates the trade between the War 
Grain Association and the communal federations. 

The Prussian decree further contains provisions regulating the 
consumption of bread and the work in bakeries and the issuance 
of bread tickets. These regulations, issued in pursuance of articles 
36 and 37 of the Federal decree, are as follows: 

(a) A specified form and weight may be prescribed for rye bread as well as for 
wheat bread. 

(b) The baking of cakes may be restricted to specified quantities and kinds, as 
well as to specified days. 

(¢) The provisions of article 36c make possible more far-reaching consideration of 

small mills and a greater production of bran, but effect a corresponding lessening of 
the supply of bread grain. 

(d) Communal federations and communes charged with the redistribution of flour 

shall be held responsible for insuring an equal distribution of the supply of bread 

among all classes of the population. The method by which this shall be effected 
shall be left to their own judgment. It is as a rule to be expected that this object 

will be attained without too far-reaching restrictions upon the bread trade. If this 
should not be possible in in vidual localities, use shall be made of the authorization 

granted in article 36d of the Federal decree. It may, for instance, be prescribed 
that bread shall be sold only on presentation of a bread ticket issued by the police 
authorities in the quantities and during the period specified in the ticket. 

1f the regulations issued by a communal federation or a commune, in pursuance of 

article 36, prove to be ineffective, the District president (Regierungsprisident), or, 
in the case of Berlin, the provincial president (Overprisident) may issue new regula- 

tions. 

Finally, the Prussian regulations specify how the “special com- 
mittees’’ provided in article 38 of the Federal decree shall be formed 
in the communes: 

“The committee shall be elected by the district committee and in 
urban districts by the communal council. If the committee has been 
authorized to render decisions or to issue orders independently, reso- 
lutions relating thereto must be approved by the communal super- 
visory authority. Subcommittees may be formed in large com- 
munes.”’ 

The Prussian, as well as the Bavarian regulations, lay special stress 
upon the fact that contraventions may, in addition to the punitive



54 " BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 

measures provided in the Federal decree, be punished with closing of 
the establishment for the entire period of the effectiveness of the 
Federal decree, i. e., for the entire duration of the war. 

The regulations issued in the Kingdom of Saxony have extended 
the obligation to report supplies by making it obligatory to report a 
supply of flour as low as 5 kilograms (11 pounds) instead of 100 kilo- 
grams (220.5 pounds) as provided in the Federal decree, and by leav- 
ing it to the discretion of the communes whether supplies in excess of 
5 kilograms shall later on be credited to their owner when the sup- 
plies needed by him are assigned to him. 

As the effectiveness of the Federal decree depends entirely on its 
proper enforcement by the communes, the measures taken by the 
communal administrations are of high importance. Considering the 
short space of time given to them (Jan. 26 to 31) the communes 

acted with admirable promptness. In this short period many 
of them worked out far-reaching regulations and published them 
on Sunday, January 31, in the papers and by means of public 
posters. Special mention should be made of the uniform regulations 
issued by the communes comprised in Greater Berlin after discussions 
attended by representatives of all the city councils concerned and 
after extensive hearings of experts. 

In a proclamation to the population of Berlin the city council 
mentions the plan of Germany’s enemies to starve the civilian popula- 
tion, and then adds that this plan may be frustrated by means of 
rational frugality in the use of foodstuffs: “Nobody need starve 
but each person is in duty bound to limit his former superabundant 
consumption to that which is absolutely necessary. ‘Not more than 
2 kilograms (4.4 pounds) of bread and flour are required per week 
for the nutrition of a person.” A person can, however, get along on 
even less than this quantity, and of those persons whose standard 
of living permits them sufficient nutrition with other foodstuffs, a 
lesser consumption of bread and flour must absolutely be expected. 
In the beginning difficulties will be unavoidable, but the patriotism 
and the reasonableness of our citizens will help us to overcome them.” 

This proclamation is followed by the text of the municipal ordi- 
nance of January 30, 1915, which is as follows: 

In order to regulate the consumption of bread and flour, the following ordinance 

was issued on January 30, 1915, in pursuance of article 36 of the Federal decree 
of January 25, 1915: 

ArricLE 1. The sale of bread and flour is only permissible with the restriction that 

the per capita consumption of rye and wheat bread as well as of flour made of rye, 
wheat, barley, or oats shall for bread and flour combined not exceed 2 kilograms 
[4.4 pounds] for the calendar week beginning with Monday, February 1, 1915, and 

for each calendar week beginning on each subsequent Monday. This shall be ap- 
plicable without reference to the communal district in which the sale is made.
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ArT. 2. The sale of bread and flour to restaurants and saloons shall be so restricted 

that the quantity of rye and wheat bread as well as of flour made of rye, wheat, oats, 
or barley which may be sold to them during the calendar week beginning with Mon- 

day, February 1, 1915, and during each calendar week beginning on each subsequent 
Monday shall for bread and flour combined not exceed seven times the quantity which 
corresponds to three-fourths of their average daily consumption during the period 
January 1 to January 15, 1915. 

Arr. 3. The following uniform weights are herewith prescribed for bread: 
1. For wheat bread 75 grams [2.6 ounces]. This shall not be applicable to crackers 

(zivieback), which shall be sold by weight. : 
2. For rye bread 1, 1%, and 2 kilograms [2.2, 3.3, and 4.4 pounds]. 

Arr. 4. In cakes the contents of wheat and rye flour may not exceed 10 per cent of - 
the total weight of the cakes. 

Arr. 5. Contraventions of these provisions shall, according to article 44 of the 
Federal decree of January 25, 1915, be punished with imprisonment up to six months 
or with a fine up to 1,500 marks [$357]. 

Art. 6. This ordinance becomes effective on February 1, 1915. 

A very strict ordinance was issued by the city of Stuttgart, the 
capital of Wurttemberg. The provisions of this ordinance relating 
to the sale of flour were the following: 

After February 1, 1915, dealers in flour, groceries, bakeries, cooperative and other 

stores may, during the periods February 3 to 8 and February 9 to 15 sell flour for each 

of these two periods only in quantities not to exceed 1 kilogram [2.2 pounds] for each 
household consisting of not more than six persons. In the case of larger households 

% kilogram [1.1 pounds] more may be sold them for each three persons in excess of six. 
From this quantity apportioned to each household shall be deducted the supply in 
its possession on the date on which the proposed census of existing supplies shall be 

taken. 

The giving away of purchased flour to third parties, be it for or without a compensa- 
tion, is prohibited. 

Persons entitled to purchase flour shall, between February 3 and February 5, be 

furnished with flour tickets by the censors assigned to their district. These tickets 
shall be shown and left in the flour store, bakery, etc., when flour is purchased. It 

shall be prohibited to request the sale of flour or to sell flour if the flour ticket is not 
presented. : 

The retail price of flour No. 0 may not exceed 30 pfennigs per % kilogram [6.5 cents a 
pound], and that of “war” flour 28 pfennigs [6.1 cents a pound]. 

The following is a translation of the decrees providing for the 
seizure of the bread and grain supply and conservation of the meat 
supply in Germany. The decrees were first published in a special 
edition of the Reichsanzeiger at Berlin shortly before midnight on 
January 25, 1915. 

ANNOUNCEMENT CONCERNING THE REGULATION OF THE TRADE IN BREAD, GRAINS, 
AND Frour, JANUARY 25, 1915. 

The Federal Council has issued the following decree in accordance with article 3 

of the law concerning the powers of the Federal Council with respect to economic 

measures, etc., of August 4, 1914.—[Reichsgesetzblatt, p. 327.] 

I.—SEIZURE. 

ArricLE 1. Beginning with February 1, 1915, all supplies on hand within the 

Empire of wheat (amelcorn and spelt), rye, pure or mixed with other grains, as well as 
  

J This translation is made from a reprint appearing in the Vossische Zeitung (No. 46, Jan. 26, 1915).



56 BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 

unthreshed, shall be seized for the War Grain Association (Ltd.), of Berlin, and sup- 
plies of flour made of wheat, rye, oats, and barley shall be seized for the communal 

federation (Kommunalverband) in whose district they are found. Flour supplies 

which are at this time in the course of transportation shall be seized for the communal 

federation in whose district they are delivered after transportation. 
Arr. 2. Exempt from seizure are: (a) Supplies owned by the Empire, a Federal 

State, or Alsace-Lorraine, particularly those in the possession of a military fiscal officer, 
the naval administration, or the central bureau for the provisioning of the army at 

Berlin, or in the possession of the communal federation in whose district they are 
found; (b) Supplies belonging to the War Grain Association (Ltd.), or to the Central 

Purchasing Association (Litd.), at Berlin; (¢) supplies of threshed grain and flour not 

aggregating more than a double zentner [224 pounds]. 
Arr. 3. No alterations may be made in the seized commodities and contractual 

transactions with regard to them shall be void save as otherwise provided for in articles 
4 and 22. In particular the use of them for feeding purposes is prohibited. Attach- 

ments and distraints are to be considered in the same way as contractual business 
transactions. 

Arr. 4. Owners of seized supplies shall be authorized and obligated to take such 
measures as shall be required for the preservation of the supplies. Transportation 
which has been begun may be carried out. Sales made to the War Grain Association 

(Ltd.) or to the proper communal federation, as well as alterations and dispositions 
made with the permission of the War Grain Association (Litd.) or the proper communal 

federation, are permissible. Sales by one communal federation to another com- 
munal federation require the approval of the higher administrative authorities and 
must be reported to the imperial distributing bureau (art. 31). 

The above provisions as to the seizure of supplies are applicable with the following 
modifications: 

(a) Owners of agricultural establishments may, for the subsistence of the members of 
their household, inclusive of the hands, use 9 kilograms [19.8 pounds] of bread grain per 

month and per capita and may also use the seeds required for spring sowing purposes. 
Instead of 1 kilogram [2.2 pounds] of bread grain, 800 grams [1.76 pounds] of flour may 

be used. On the same footing as members of the owner’s household shall be considered 
those entitled to compensation in kind, especially persons who have made over their 
property to their heirs and are entitled to subsistence from them during the rest of their 
life (Altenteiler) and laborers in so far as they are entitled to demand bread grain or 

flour as their due or as wages. 

(b) Farmers and dealers may supply grain for sowing purposes if it can be proven 
that it comes from agricultural concerns that have for the last two years been engaging 

in the sale of seed grain. Other seed grain may only be delivered for sowing purposes 
with the permission of the competent authorities. 

(¢) Mills may grind the corn; the flour falls subject to seizure in behalf of the 
communal federation in whose district the mill is situated. 

(d) Mills may deliver flour to the naval authorities in February, 1915, if they are 
obligated to do so in that month on account of a varying storage contract or similar 
contractual obligation. : 

(e) Dealers and merchant mills may per month sell flour up to one-half of the amount 
of flour sold and delivered from the 1st to the 15th of January, 1915. 

(f) Bakers and confectioners may daily use for baking purposes three-quarters of the 
average amount of flour used daily, from the 1st to the 15th of January, 1915. The 

limitation to this amount holds good also if they use flour not subject to seizure. 

(z) Bakers in February, 1915, may use for baking purposes the flour which is neces- 

sary to fulfill their contracts of supplying the military or naval authorities. 
Arr. 5. The operations of the seizure cease with the expropriation or with the sale 

or use as set forth in article 4.
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Arr. 6. Disputes arising from the application of articles 1 to 5 are to be finally 

decided by the higher administrative authorities. 
Art. 7. Whoever without authority conceals, damages, destroys, uses for feeding 

purposes, sells, buys, or otherwise disposes by alienation or acquisition of seized 

supplies will be punished by imprisonment up to one year or a fine up to 10,000 marks 
[$2,380]. Similar penalties will be imposed on whoever, in negligence of his duty, 
omits to take the necessary steps for the preservation of the supplies, or who uses grain 

obtained as seed grain for other purposes, or who uses flour not subject to seizure in 

contravention of the provisions of article 4, section f. 

II.—OBLIGATION TO MAKE REPORTS. 

Arr. 8. Whoever, beginning with Febraary 1, 1915, has in his possession supplies of 
the kind indicated in article 1, as well as oats, shall be obliged to report the supplies 
and owners thereof to the competent authorities in the district in which.they are stored. 

Reports of supplies which are at that time in course of transportation must be made 

immediately after receipt thereof by the recipient. Persons whose supplies do not 
amount to a double zentner [224 pounds] have only to give assurance that their sup- 
plies do not exceed that amount. The duty to report does not extend to supplies 

belonging to the War Grain Association (I.td.) or to the Central Purchasing Association 
(Ltd.). Supplies which are needed as seed grain (art. 4, sec. (a)) are to be reported 

separately. 
Art. 9. The reports must be handed in to the competent authorities until February 

5, 1915. The central authorities have until February 20, 1915, to submit to the impe- 
rial distributing bureau a list of supplies on hand and of the persons coming under 

article 4, section (a), separated according to communal federations. In the list of these 
supplies there must be indicated separately those which belong to the Empire or a 
Federal State or Alsace-Lorraine, especially to the military or naval authorities or the 

central bureau for provisioning the army. For the reports the forms prescribed by 
the Federal council mast be used. : 

Arr. 10. Bakers, confectioners, dealers, and merchant mills desiring to make use of 
the privileges of article 4, sections (e) and (f), must, when making their report in accord- 

ance with article 8, announce how much flour they have used in baking in the period 
from the 1st to the 15th of January, 1915, or how much they have sold and delivered. 

Arr. 11. Mills, bakers, confectioners, and dealers desiring to avail themselves of the 
privileges of article 4, sections (e) and (f), must report changes of their supply to the 

competent authorities, in accordance with detailed regulations to be issued by the 
central authorities. 

Arr. 12. The competent authorities are authorized, in verification of the reports 
filed, to examine the storage and work rooms of those required to make the reports, and 
to examine their books. 

Art. 13. Whoever does not make the report in the period here fixed, or whoever 

knowingly makes false or incomplete reports, shall be punished with imprisonment 

up to six months or a fine up to 1,500 marks [$357]. If a person liable to report makes 
report of supplies which he concealed at the time of the taking of the census of 

supplies on December 1, 1914, he will not be liable to the punishment due for that 
concealment. 

III.—EXPROPRIATION. 

Art. 14. The ownership of the seized supplies is by a decree of the competent 
authorities transferred to the person in whose favor the seizure has taken place. If 

the person entitled thereto applies for its transfer to another person, the property must 

be transferred to that person; the name of the person must be designated in the decree. 

In the case of owners of agricultural establishments it must be determined before the 

expropriation what suppliesin accordance with article 4, section (a), they need for food
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or for spring seeding up to August 1, 1915. These supplies must be separated and 
exempted from the expropriation; they become exempt from seizure at the moment 
of separation. Seed grain which can be proved to have come from agricultural con- 

cerns that for the last two years have been engaged in the seed-grain trade must also 

be separated and exempted from the expropriation; it becomes exempt from expro- 
priation at the moment of separation. 

Arr. 15. The decree of expropriation may be directed to the individual holders or 

to all holders of the district or of a part of the district; in the former case the property 
passes as soon as the decree is received by the holder; in the latter case, with the 

expiration of the day after the issuance of the official paper in which the decree i is 
officially published. 

Art. 16. The party acquiring the transferred supplies must pay an appropriate 
price for them. If supplies subject to report are not reported, no price shall be paid 

for them. In special cases the higher administrative authorities may admit excep- 
tions. In case of commodities for which maximum prices have been decreed, the 
transfer price is ultimately fixed by the higher administrative authorities with con- 

sideration of the maximum price at the time of the expropriation as well as of the 
quality and useableness of the supplies, after hearing experts on the subject. In the 

case of commodities for which no maximum price has been fixed, the average price 
paid during the period from January 1 to January 15, 1915, at the respective markets 
takes the place of the maximum price. If it is impossible to ascertain an average 
price, the expenses actually incurred are to be considered. 

Arr. 17. The owner of the expropriated supplies is in duty bound to store and 
handle them with reasonable care until the person acquiring them takes possession 

thereof. For this the holder can demand an appropriate compensation, to be fixed 
finally by the higher administrative authorities. 

Arr. 18. If the decree refers to the produce of real estate, this produce will be 
released from the liability entailed by mortgages, taxes, and annuities so far as it 

has not been seized in favor of the creditor before February 1, 1915. 

Arr. 19. Disputes arising from expropriation measures are finally decided by the 
higher administrative authorities. 

Art. 20. Whoever neglects the duty, as imposed in article 17, to store and take 

care of expropriated supplies will be sentenced to imprisonment up to one year or 
fined up to 10,000 marks [$2,380]. 

IV.—SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR UNTHRESHED GRAIN. 

Art. 21. In the case of unthreshed grain the seizure and expropriation also apply 
to the straw. When threshed out, the straw becomes exempt from the seizure. If 

the threshing is done after the expropriation, the straw reverts to the original owner 
as soon as the grain has been threshed out. 

Art. 22. The owner is not prevented by the seizure or expropriation from threshing 

the grain. 

Art. 23. The competent authorities may, at the request of the person in whose 
behalf the grain has been seized or expropriated, decree that the grain be threshed by 

the owner with his own farm implements within a certain time. If the person so 
obligated does not comply with the decree, the competent authorities can have the 

threshing done at his expense by a third party. The person obligated must permit 
the threshing of the grain in his barn and with his implements. 

Art. 24. The transfer price is to be fixed, in accordance with article 16, after the 
grain has been threshed. 

Arr. 25. The higher administrative authorities decide finally in disputes which 
may arise in the application of articles 21 to 24.
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V.—RELATION OF THE WAR GRAIN ASSOCIATION (uTD.) TO THE COMMUNAL FEDERATIONS, 

Arr. 26. The War Grain Association (Ltd.) is obliged: 
(a) To transfer to or have expropriated for the communal federation in whose dis- 

trict it is found, on its request and in the amount to which it is entitled to share (art. 
32), the grain in possession or seized in behalf of the War Grain Association. 

(b) At the request of a communal federation to take over the flour seized in behalf 

of it, as far as it meets the requirements with respect to quality, quantity, and storage 
conditions set as loan conditions by the loan bank of Berlin and to undertake to sell 
the seized flour. 

(c) At the request of a communal federation to leave there, up to the extent of the 
share accruing to it (art. 32), the grain which has been in its district beginning with 
February 1, 1915, and to give the mills of the district a share in the milling of this 

grain, 

VI.—OBLIGATION TO GRIND GRAIN, AND REGULATION OF THE FLOUR TRADE. 

Arr. 27. The mills must grind the grain which the War Grain Association (Ltd.), 
the Central Purchasing Association (Ltd.), or the communal federations in whose 

district they are situated apportion to them. The higher administrative authorities, 

in case of exigency, fix an appropriate milling fee; the decision is final. 
Arr. 28. The mills may deliver flour belonging to them only to the War Grain 

Association (Ltd.) or to the communal federations. This does not apply to the 
deliveries allowed in article 4, sections (d) and (e). The War Grain Association may 
deliver flour only to the communal federations, the military administration, or the 
naval administration. In the case of delivery to the communal federations, to the 

military or naval authorities the transfer price is finally fixed regard being had to 
the cost price and the milling fee (art. 27) in the case of paragraph 1 by the higher 

administrative authorities in whose district the mill is located, and in the case of para- 

graph 2 by the imperial chancellor. 
Arr. 29. In the milling of grain which is subject to seizure, or which a mill has 

received from the War Grain Association (Ltd.), or from a communal federation the 
mill is obliged to deliver the bran produced in the operation to the autherities desig- 

nated by theimperial chancellor. If the mill hasreceived the grain from a communal 
federation, it must deliver the bran to it on its request. The price will be finally 

fixed by the higher administrative authorities in whose district the mill is located, 
after hearing experts and considering the maximum price as well as the quality of 

the bran. : 

Art. 30. Whoever violates article 27, paragraph 1, or whoever acts contrary to 
articles 28 and 29, in so far as they apply to mills, by transferring flour or bran, will 

be punished with imprisonment up to six months or a fine up to 1,500 marks [$357]. 

VII.—REGULATION OF CONSUMPTION. 

Arr. 31. An office shall be formed, to be designated as the imperial distributing 

bureau. : vl 
The office shall consist of 16 delegates to the Federal Council, namely: In addition 

to the chairman, of 4 from the Kingdom of Prussia, 2 from the Kingdom of Bavaria, 

1 from the Kingdom of Saxony, 1 from the Kingdom of Wurttemberg, 1 from the 

Grand Duchy of Baden, 1 from the Grand Duchy of Hesse, 1 from the Grand Duchy 
of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 1 from the Grand Duchy of Saxony, 1 from the Duchy of 
Anhalt, 1 from the Hanse Towns, and 1 from Alsace-Lorraine. In addition the Ger- 

man agricultural council, the German commercial congress, and the German muni- 

cipal congress shall each be represented in the bureau by 1 member. Detailed regu- 

lations shall be issued by the imperial chancellor.
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Arr. 32. The function of the imperial distributing bureau is to provide, with the 
help of the War Grain Association (Ltd.), for the distributing of the supplies on hand 

throughout the Empire for the period extending to the next harvest according to 
principles to be laid down by the Federal Council. 

Art. 33. The communal federations must give information on the request of the 
imperial distributing bureau and must deliver any surplus supply of flour to the 
authorities designated by the bureau. 

Art. 34, The communal federations must regulate the consumption of the sup- 
plies in their districts, particularly the distribution of flour to bakers, confectioners, 

and retail dealers. No more than the quantity fixed by the imperial distributing 

bureau for the designated period may be delivered. 

Arr. 35. The communal federations may charge the communes with the regula- 
tion of consumption (art. 34) within their districts. Communities which at the last 

census had more than 10,000 inhabitants may demand to have such charge transferred 

to them. 
Arr. 36. Communal federations or communes which have been charged with regu- 

lation of consumption may for this purpose— 
(a) Order that only uniform bread be baked. 

(b) Forbid or limit the baking of cake. 

(c) Permit the grinding of grain even in such mills as do not fulfill the legal require- 
ments for grinding capacity, but can at least produce up to 75 per cent flour. In 
these cases they are authorized to determine the grinding capacity accordingly. 

(d) Limit the delivery and acceptance of bread and flour to certain definite places 
and times of distribution, as well as in other respects. 

(e) Forbid or curtail the delivery of bread or flour by dealers, bakers, and confec- 
tioners outside of the district in which their establishments are located. 

Arr. 37. The central State authorities or the higher administrative authorities des- 
ignated by them can prescribe the method of regulation (arts. 34 to 36, 40). 

Arr. 38. For the carrying out of these measures special committees are to be formed 
in the communal federations and in communes which have been charged with the 
regulation of consumption. 

Arr. 39. If a communal federation consumes within a month less than the quan- 
tity of grain or flour allotted to it for that period, the War Grain Association (Ltd.) 

must repay to it one-tenth of the price of the amount saved. The communal federa- 

tion must place the amount saved at the disposal of the War Grain Association (Ltd.). 
The reimbursed sums are to be used for feeding the people. 

Art. 40. Communal associations or communes which have been charged with the 
regulation of their consumption must fix the price of the flour delivered by them. 
Any possible surplus is to be devoted to feeding the people. 

Arr. 41. Communal associations or communes which have been charged with the 
regulation of their consumption may requisition storage accommodations in their dis- 
tricts for the storing of supplies. The higher administrative authorities shall finally 

decide the amount of reimbursement. 

Arr. 42. The State central authorities may determine the procedure for the issuance 
of the decrees. These regulations may deviate from the State laws. 

ArT. 43. Disputes that may arise in regard to the regulations of consumption (arts. 
34 to 41) are finally to be decided by the higher administrative authorities. 

Arr. 44. Whoever violates the decrees which a communal federation or a com- 

mune charged with the regulation of its consumption has issued for the carrying out 
of these measures shall be punished with imprisonment up to six months or a fine 
up to 1,500 marks [$357].
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VIII.—FOREIGN GRAIN AND FLOUR. 

Arr. 45. The provisions of this ordinance do not apply to grain and flour which 

are imported from foreign countries after January 31, 1915. The grain and flour 
imported from foreign countries may be delivered by the importer only to the War 

Grain Association (Ltd.), to the Central Purchasing Association (Ltd.), or to the 
communal associations. 

Nore.—This last sentence was subsequently [Feb. 6] rescinded. 

IX,—PROVISIONS FOR ENFORCEMENT. 

ArT. 46. The State central authorities shall issue the necessary provisions for the 
enforcement of this decree. They may establish special agencies on which the sub- 
distribution and regulation of consumption in their districts devolves. 

ArT. 47. Whoever violates the provisions issued by the central authorities for the 
enforcement of the regulations shall be punished with imprisonment up to six months 

or a fine up to 1,500 marks [$357]. 
Arr. 48. The central authorities shall decide who are to be regarded as communal 

federations, who as communes, who as competent authorities, and who as higher 
administrative authorities in the meaning of this decree. 

X.—REGULATIONS GOVERNING TRANSFER. 

Art. 49. The delivery of flour made of wheat, rye, oats, and barley in commercial 

trade is prohibited in the period from January 26 to January 31, inclusive. Deliveries 
to authorities, public institutions, and public-welfare institutions, dealers, bakers, 

and confectioners are not prohibited. 

Art. 50. Whoever sells or acquires flour in violation of the provision in article 49 
will be punished with up to six months’ imprisonment or a fine up to 1,500 marks 

[$357]. 
Arr. 51. Until the regulation of consumption has been carried out by the imperial 

distributing bureau the State central authorities or the authorities designated by 
them may, in case of urgent need, order the transfer of flour from the district of one 

communal federation to another communal federation. If the communal federa- 
tions belong to different Federal States, the imperial chancellor has the same authority 

after first getting into communication with the central authorities concerned. The 
amounts transferred are to be appropriated for the imperial distributing bureau. 

XI.—COMPULSORY AUTHORITY. 

Art. 52. The competent authorities may close business establishments the owners 

or managers of which prove unreliable in carrying out the duties which this decree 
or the provisions issued for its enforcement impose upon them. Against such meas- 

ures appeal is admissible. The higher administrative authorities have final decision 
on the appeal. 

XII.—FINAL PROVISION. 

Arr. 53. This ordinance becomes effective on the day of its announcement. The 
imperial chancellor shall decide on what day the provision in article 29, paragraph 

1, shall go into force. The imperial chancellor shall determine the date on which 

this decree shall be abrogated. 

Berlin, January 25, 1915. 
DELBRUECK, 

Vice Chancellor.
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF JANUARY 25, 1915, CONCERNING THE SAFEGUARDING OF MEAT 
SUPPLIES. 

The Federal Council, in accordance with article 3 of the law concerning the powers 

of the Federal Council with respect to economic measures of August 4, 1914, has issued 
the following decree: : 

ArricLE 1. Cities and rural communities with more than 5,000 inhabitants shall be 

obligated to procure and insure the safe-keeping of a supply of preserved goods for the 
provisioning of their population with meat. The competent authority shall deter- 
mine the amount and kind of supply that it is necessary to procure. 

Arr. 2. For carrying out this obligation the competent authority can transfer to the 
communes or to a third party the ownership of hogs. 

Hogs, which by reason of contracts for fattening, are to be delivered for fattening 

or are to be delivered to authorities, to communes, or to the Central Purchasing Asso- 
ciation (Ltd.), in Berlin, are not subject to expropriation. 

For this procedure there is applicable article 2 of the law concerning maximum 
prices, as announced by the imperial chancellor on December 17, 1914 (Imperial 
Law Gazette, page 516), with the provision, however, that the transfer price is to be 
fixed in consideration of the market price. 

The price shall be finally fixed by a court of arbitration of three members. The 
higher administrative authority nominates the chairman and the associates, one of 
whom shall be proposed by the official representatives of the commercial and one by 
the official representatives of the agricultural interests. 

Arr. 3. The market price is the officially fixed market price for cattle determined 
by the State central authorities at the place of delivery on the basis of the average 
price on the last two principal market days preceding the transfer of ownership. 

Place of delivery, as used in this decree, is the place up to which the seller pays the 
cost of transportation. 

Arr. 4. The central authorities shall issue provisions for the enforcement of this 
decree. : 

Arr. 5. This ordinance goes into force on the day of its announcement. The im- 
perial chancellor shall determine the date when it ceases to be effective. 

Berlin, January 25, 1915. 
DELBRUECK, 

Vice Chancellor. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

Throughout Great Britain the declaration of war appears to have 
been followed by a sudden and sharp increase in food prices, due to 
uncertainty as to what the future might bring forth, and to a general 
desire to lay in supplies against a possible time of scarcity. As soon 
as the effect of this prudential buying became evident, there was an 
outery against such action, and the newspapers were full of intima- 
tions that the Government had fixed or would fix maximum prices 
and limit the amount purchasable by any one buyer. The Govern- 
ment, however, appears to have limited its action to the one article, 
sugar, of which the price rose in some places to four times its 
normalfigure. Under these circumstances the Government approached 
the leading refiners and an agreement was soon reached by which 
speculation was prevented and the price kept within reasonable 
limits.
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The sharp rise in food prices of early August was followed by a par- 
tial decline, but prices did not return to the July level, and since the 
beginning of September they have shown a continuous increase. Part 
of this is ascribed to seasonal influences—butter, eggs, and milk nat- 
urally rise in price as winter comes on—but the greater part is due to 
the effect of the war. There is no scarcity of food, but some sources 

of supply have been cut off altogether, necessitating a troublesome 
readjustment, and the cost and difficulty of importation has been 
much increased by war conditions. The cost of living has been un- 
equally affected, according to the extent to which a given locality 
depends on getting its food supply from elsewhere; but on the whole 
Great Britain does not seem to have been as much affected in this 
respect as the countries of continental Europe. 

A summary of the course of food prices as published by the British 
Board of Trade is presented, with 14 reports from England, 4 from 
Scotland, and 2 from Ireland. 

RETAIL FOOD PRICES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM FROM JULY TO 
FEBRUARY 1.! 

Retail prices of food began to move upward on August 1, but it 
was not until August 4 that any sharp general rise occurred. The 
average rise at August 8 was 15 or 16 per cent. After that date, 
however, there was a fall in the price of most articles, until at the 
beginning of September prices were approximately 10 per cent 
above the level of July. i then there has been a gradual rise, 
the amount of the percentage increases on ‘‘normal prices in July” 
Bo beginning of each month, September to February, being as 
follows: 

    

  

Sep- | Octo- |Novem-{ Decem-| Janu- | Feb- 
tember.| ber. ber. ber. ary. | ruary. 

Aree BOWIE, a 13 13 17 19 23 
Small townsand villages... .:.. ie atacisiov a ciforeins 9 11 12 15 17 20             

To some extent the increase is due to seasonal influences, such 
articles as eggs and butter becoming dearer as the year advances. 
The greater part of the rise, however, must be attributed to other 
causes. 

The articles showing the greatest advance are sugar, eggs, and 
fish. On August 8 the average price of granulated sugar was between 
80 and 90 per cent above the level of the previous month. In the 
following three weeks it fell somewhat, but it rose again in September. 
During the last three months of the year prices again declined, but 
not quite so much as they advanced in September. Af the beginning 
of February the price of granulated sugar was about two-thirds higher 
than before the war, the predominant prices being 31d. [6.6 cents] in 
London and 34d. [7.1 cents] in the Provinces taken as a whole. 
  

1 From the Board of Trade Labour Gazette, January and February, 1915.
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After a sharp rise at the beginning of August, the price of eggs 
receded during the month to 11 or 12 per cent above the level of July. 
During September prices advanced about 10 per cent on the average, 
in October the rise was twice as great, and in November it averaged 
about 13 per cent, some part of these advances being, of course, due 
to the time of year. By January 1 prices were slightly lower than a 
month earlier and a further seasonal decline occurred during the 
month. 

Fish showed a comparatively small increase in price at the beginning 
of August, and, as would be expected, prices have fluctuated consider- 
ably from time to time. The most marked increase is that recorded 
for December, but during January prices showed a slight decline. 

The prices of British meat have not shown much increase on the 
whole, Ds imported meat is much dearer than before the war. After 
a sharp rise early in August, followed by a slight recession in the 
middle of that month, an advance commenced which, though gradual, 
has been almost continuous, with the result that the prices on 
February 1 were much higher than those recorded at any date during 
the past seven months. : 

On the outbreak of the war there was a sharp rise in the price 
of flour, and at the end of the first week in August the advance 
amounted to about 20 per cent. During the three following weeks 
prices fell, and at the end of the month the net increase averaged 
about 11 per cent. From then until the beginning of November 
there was practically no change, but by January 1 prices had reached 
about the same average level as on August 8, viz., 20 per cent above 
July, and by the end of January had reached a point about 35 per 
cent above the July level. 

Bread increased only about half as much as flour at the beginning 
of August, about 11 per cent on the average, and receded to show an 
advance of about 8 per cent at the end of August. As with flour, 
there was no further important change until November, but during 
November and December there was a rise amounting to 5 to 6 per 
cent on the average. 

The average percentage of increase in the prices of flour and bread 
at the beginning of each of the last four months over prices in July 
ast are summarized in the following table: 
    

  

  

  

Percentage increase since July. 

Flour. Bread. 
Month. 

Small Small 
ares towns and arse towns and 

g villages. y villages. 

Beginning of— 
November. . cv ia fe att ra ns de 10 13 12 8 
DOCOMO... aa ea ie DE sve hs pie 13 17 14 10 
JIMITY cco es sen Siren eit rine 18 23 18 14 
POBLUALY.. x oiniee cic siinnic v's als da smiw ain nin rip 5 vinings inion 33 37 29 24           

The average price of bread throughout the country was 71d. [14.7 
cents] per 4 pounds at February 1, an average advance of about 14d. 
[3 cents] per 4 pounds since July. In five-sixths of the places from 
which returns of prices were collected the predominant price was 
stated as 7d., 71d., or 8d. [14.2 cents, 15.2 cents, or 16.2 cents].
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After a marked rise early in August the prices of butter rapidly fell 
to little above normal, remaining thus up to the end of November, 
the increase during September to November being apparently almost 
entirely seasonal. Between December 1 and February 1, however, 
the price rose steadily to a level about 16 per cent above that of July. 

Bacon, margarine, and milk all show increases of about 5 to 10 per 
cent. On August 8 the prices of bacon and margarine were from 15 
to 20 per cent above those of the previous month, but both showed an 
almost continuous decline until the end of November, since when 
there has been a tendency for prices to recover a little. Cheese did 
not increase greatly in August, but by February 1 had increased 16 
per cent and milk showed a slight and purely seasonal advance. 

The fluctuations in the prios of potatoes vary considerably from 
place to place, and generally the position in regard to potato prices 
has been more favorable in the small than in the large towns. In the 
latter prices on August 8 averaged about 15 per cent above those of 
July; mn the small towns and villages the percentage increase averaged 
only 4 per cent. Subsequently prices fell continuously until the end 
of October, being at that date below the prices of July by 16 per cent 
in the large towns and by 25 per cent in the small towns and villages. 
Since then there has been some advance, but by February 1 prices 
were still below those of July. 

The change in the price of tea may be ascribed solely to the raising 
of the duty by 3d. [6.1 cents] 27 pound in November. This was 
usually followed by increases of 2d. [4 cents] or 3d. [6.1 cents] per 
pound in the retail price, the average advance being nearly 3d. 
[6.1 cents] per pound, or about 16 per cent. ; 

The average percentages by which prices on February 1 exceeded 
the normal prices of July last in large towns (i. e., towns Loven popu- 
lations over 50,000) and in small towns and villages are shown below: 
  

  

Percentage increase since July. 
  

Small towns and 

  

  

      

Articles. Large towns. villages. 

Jan. 1,1915. | Feb. 1,1915. | Jan. 1, 1915. | Feb. 1, 1915. 

Beef, English: 
IE eri i rea Rr sv Ss Sra SR sat Eee 8 11 6 10 
INO, raise ised Sons ness sen wre na 15 19 8 12 

Beef, chilled or frozen: 
8. fee ess saa Yas A er ee Se 3 Ss 18 21 15 18 
II... es ines Ses iis sans a asa se 32 36 21 26 

Mutton, English : 
CR ER a I a I RE LA 6 8 5 8 
DO ees cers seins enna s Pie mies Se ir Be Ea 16 19 7 1 

Mutton, frozen: 
BOG sins snes main g sb anne pd anne inden hee Coes rene 19 22 14 16 
LL TR ee ER Re NL TE 28 32 21 26 

LH Ag ER SN AEN SRE TER 9 12 5 8 
Flogrihousehold)........ cain. con adaay asides 18 33 23 37 
Beal. cts rasan Abs Ta eels Si ems Seda de aes 18 29 14 24 
JA ESE SS SS Eo 14 17 13 15 
SHEA CANMIAOA). viv so na msminnels Sailer a sires Pet sins 69 70 65 65 
MATES... titi sac nissan tenis bam Snans saat sine 5 5 4 4 
OEE cal Ss es alee Se a a sia 10 16 10 16 
MI ct rer ers reeds s rt ms ne Ae mss ren he sd 6 7 9 
Butter 

Be, cu aion rs ssran arr ssnanisntas Sans shamessns ves 12 14 16 20 
Bl se sedans vs ris Sea ee Chat aR A Th nm a bs 10 14 14 18 

BOOS lirosY.. ui nin iia taniini cass ssn naan snibabwubas 62 46 65 43 
eS ER A LE 111 14 122 114 

se ve tse r re se se RS Se eR ST SD Te ak 51 45 31 31 

All above articles (weighted net percentage in- 
I RT a CoD SR DY 19 23 17 20     
  

1 Decrease. 

87285°—Bull. 170—15——>5
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Combining the figures for all the articles, and allowing for their 
relative importance in working-class household expenditure, the 
general level of prices at February 1 was higher than that in July by 
about 23 per cent in the large towns and 20 per cent in the small towns 
and villages. s 

To some extent the comparison with July is affected by seasonal 
changes in the prices of certain articles; but as the series of returns on 
which these figures are based was initiated at the commencement of 
the war it is not possible to carry them back to the corresponding date 
a year ago. From other information in possession of the department 
it 1s, however, possible to state that, while the majority of the articles 
included were at about the same price in July as in February, 1914, 
eggs, milk, and butter were considerably lower. The effect of these 
differences may be estimated to reduce the above-stated general 
percentage increases for all the articles included from 23 per cent to 
19 per cent in the large towns and from 20 per cent to 16 per cent in 
the small towns and villages if the comparison be made with February, 
1914, instead of with July. 

RETAIL PRICES OF MEAT. 

The following announcement in regard to the retail prices of meat 
was issued by the Board of Trade on 11th January, 1915: 

The Board of Trade are informed by the advisory committee of the 
national federation of meat traders’ associations that the retail 
prices of home-killed beef need not be more than 14d. [3 cents] per 
pound higher than a year ago, coarser foie being advanced some- 
what more than prime joints. Home-killed mutton has advanced less 
on the prices of a year ago than home-killed beef. Pork is also some- 
what dearer than a year ago. The price of veal has advanced as much 
as that of beef. 

On account of the restricted supplies of imported chilled and frozen 
beef, the committee consider that an advance, compared with the 
prices ruling in the middle of July, of 1d. [2 cents] to 2d. [4 cents] per 
pound for prime joints and 2d. [4 cents] to 3d. [6.1 cents] per pound 
for coarser parts may still reasonably be charged. For imported 
frozen mutton the advance need not exceed 2d. [4 cents] per pound. 

PRICES OF BREAD, WHEAT, AND FLOUR.! 

I.—Bread. 

Returns showing the predominant prices of 4 pounds of bread on 
February 1 and 8, 1915, have been received from 120 of the principal 
master bakers’ associations in the United Kingdom, and 30 from other 
sources. 
  

1 Great Britain, Board of Trade Labour Gazette, February, 1915.
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District. 

  

  

Midlondsl lo... h nba dati ia ens 
Stor COUMUIBS cms cee nme r sansa s 
Southerncommiies..........c.. conor evsnssci-sas 
S. W. counties and Wales 
Scotland 

Croat Brifai. conch iii vemnir nanny 
        

Increase as compared 
Mean price with— Mean price 

Feb. 1, eh. 8, 
1915. 1915. 

Monthago.| Year ago. 

$0.15 $0.015 $0.04 $0. 155 
«15 .02 .045 .15 
.15 .02 .05 15 
.15 .02 . 045 .155 
.15 .015 .03 .155 

15 .01 .03 .15 

.14 .015 .03 .145 

.145 .02 .035 145 
155 L015 .035 .16 

L145 L015 .03 15 
L145 .005 .02 .15 

145 .015 .03 .15   
  

The mean of the predominant prices showed an increase of $d. [1.5 
cents] per 4 pounds, compared with January 1, 1915, and of 11d. [3 
cents], compared with February 1, 1914. 

Predominant prices in principal towns. 

Of the prices at which bread was sold in each of the following towns, 
the predominant price was as under: 
  

  

  

  

Increase as compare 
Predominant oT tony rod Predominant 

Place price! per 4 pricel per 4 
Re poundson Feb. pounds on Feb. 

’ Month ago.| Year ago. 8, 1915. 

I AR i NEC AE $0.15 $0.02 $0.04 | $0.15and $0.16 
Birmingham... eee $0.14and .16 .02 .035 .14and .16 
(i A A MAIS ey .14and .15 .02 .035 .15and  .16 
MAE i a ti te nab ER .15 .01 .03 .16 

erly. ad ea La, 14 01 .03 .15 
Ol iio dL a a resus ns 15 .01 .04 «15 
DSC. cece on Lt se aS Na .14 .01 .02 .15 
X6ads. ican .14and .16 .02 .03 .14and .16 
Dlcagtor esi is in sean ease aS are .14 .01 .03 +15 
XT PorB00L. .. - oi se a ra den at ane «15 .02 .03 +15 
IM TICROSLOr. Lo eet tee re Sa Ss .15 .01 .04 16 
Middloshrough.......\ use vss simanssnsmsa sna .14 «01 «025 +16 
Oriol. el itera .14 .02 .04 : 13 
Notoingham.., coh. sat A i .14and . .15 .015 .035 .15and .16 
ORdham. o.oo arate si as 14 02 .05 .14 
Plymouth... i. aia a a nda .14and .15 .02 .035 .15and .16 
Port SMOUER. «co a Ra Te ens 15 .01 .03 16 
Stokeon-Trent. .. o.oo i ia ina .14 .02 .04 .14 
Southamplon.. 0h cl ia a as .15 .015 .035 .16 
Ol venamMDlON. Lo LL. a a ei 14 .01 .04 14 

Aberdesn. ..o... on by |. a ae .03 .16 
BBL os vw sass nies enisoi sani BR Wns we .14 .01 .03 .15 

EMO... cele fei et dias ea nas «15 .01 02 .15 
LR a I TIRE od aed .02 .14 
BOURSE. ovine crete i sada es fi de ee o34 }crea tian .02 14         
  

1 Where two prices are quoted, about equal quantities were sold at each price. 

Compared with a month ago, the predominant price of bread had 
risen in all the towns shown in the table, except Aberdeen, Glasgow, 
and Belfast. In nine cases, including London, the rise was 1d. [2 
cents] per 4 pounds, and in eleven it was 3d. [1 cent]. 
with a year ago, there was an increase in all the towns. In six cases 
the rise was 2d. [4 cents]. 
occurred at 15 places, including London. 

Compared 

On February 8 a further increase had
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II.— Wheat and flour. 

  

  

  

  

3 rerage declared 
British wheat, paris o CHefecone Average month- 
Rem Landay Sri of flour 

azette price own house- 

Moat Wile oa ‘Wheat per Wheat ment a pi 
quarter of 480 quarter of 480 a fompe sack of 280 

pounds. pounds. weight, pounds. 

1914, 
LETTS ES GI Cl A Sa $7.54 $8.21 $2.54 $6.45 

IN GEIR Or os asin denon A Snes 2 7 9.81 10.44 2.99 8.67 
December sti... iin da inves 10.34 10.89 1 9.25 

1915. 
FAMILY. a ed a ese eae a 11.84 11.94 3.31 10.52         
  

The imports of wheat during September, 1914-January, 1915, 
amounted to 10,408,820 quarters, or 1,116,915 quarters more than in 
the corresponding months of 1913-1914. The imports of wheat-meal 
and flour during September, 1914-January, 1915, amounted to 4,805,- 
088 hundredweights (equivalent to 1,557,204 quarters of wheat, 
allowing 28 per cent for offal), or 975,122 hundredweights less than 
in September, 1913-January, 1914. . 

Reports furnished by the American consuls in various cities of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland are given in the following pages: 

BrADFORD, ENGLAND, November 10, 1914. 
The present cost of living has undoubtedly been increased slightly 

since the outbreak of the war, but the increase has not attracted 
much attention locally, owing in part to the fact that the very large 
army contracts placed in this district have given abundant employ- 
ment to so many in the textile trades; and also because the increased 
prices have not as yet percolated down to the consumers. 

A conservative estimate places the advance on provisions and 
groceries at approximately 5 per cent all around. 

The following table shows prices on certain articles for July 1, 1914, 
and November 1, 1914, with percentage of increase: 

  

  

  

    

    

: : Per cent 3 Ariiolos. Prey i Ls a 1, oi 

: : increase. 

lou, Dor 2A POURS sss dus vine se ssp sina nin bis niin sins fs $5.35 $6.81 29 
Sugar, castor, per 112 pounds (hundredweight)............... 3.65 6.81 87 
Sugar, lump, per 112 pounds (hundredweight)................ 4.14 7.66 85 
Sugar, Demerara, per 112 pounds (hundredweight)........... 3.65 7.30 100 
Sugar, Scotch, per 112 pounds (hundredweight)............... 3.04 5.72 88 
Rice, per 112 pounds (anidwags) eile was pts Sata a 2.43 3.41 40 
Pearl barley, per 112 pounds (hundredweight).......c......... 2.43 4.87 100 
Yentlle, por WO DounS. coc fi ose renroins saint mas sped 3.16 4.50 42 
Tapioca, per 112 pounds (hundredweight).eeeeeeeeeennaaannns 3.89 4,62 19 
Macoron], Por DONA. . se vies ssn esa sins ness sonnsnsisnsmsess .055 .095 73 
Semolina, per 112 pounds (hundredweight).......ccoceeaeannn. 5.11 7.79 52 
Rangoon beans, per 112 pounds (hundredweight)............. 2.31 3.41 47 
Sirup, per 112 pounds (hundredweight)......ceeueeeeieaannn.. 3.95 5.47 38 
Chedse, Cheshire, Per POUR... ov crcit rns ssn suninsrssmmnmnesns L135 .18 33 
Crean of toriar, DET POUND: « uc cus wns rset stn sass Fam s sad 5m +20 .46 114 
BOIS rer sR ae SR te ees Sewn Se a lE eae saa wa aE Sie leis ms ee 10 
Jomgamd marmalades. . ca in ed A RS SE 25       
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Bristor, ExgrLaND, November 11, 191). 
Since the outbreak of the war retail prices of the following commod- 

ities have increased as per schedule below: 

Bator, Por POUT: uae issuers srk sean nin sets sn Rimi vie $0. 04 
Bread perdzpoundlaal. ....... copies Pes Dh sae .01 
Biscuits, per potitifle. cou. no Pera Ve da 202 
Butier, Danish, por pou... .... atic isvaavass vos d sain $0.01- .02 
Candles, perpound... co. cd lati si i saan s sin vay san .01 
OhO0S0, PET POURS cc onsrsasnsrssonsssssnissnsions ss sss nn .01 
Chickens, elon... oii dens oi tests nein ina dena ents .06 
Cat, Por EON. concave senmmms nS is Fok sia dae aN RE ied VE 
ggg one oo aes A SE Ls .02 
Nh Per NORA ren vrs stirs ss Snes Sora Sat hr vn .12 
Flour, per pout... oo. ican sss shear ade Sth as ra waa .01 
Fruits, dried, per pound. .....cccovus sc ivnidoiara sans sesss . 02 
Yard, perponnd. i. an. rr eh i I team aren . 02 
Maiches, per dozen BOXER... .. cusses rsmusnanens .01 
Meats of all kinds, per pound................. Lasse ba .04 
Milk, DOP UATE... Ln. cine aan a rvs ne corns seas yw ain .02 
Oatmeal, imported, per 21-pound packet.................. .01 
Dice Pel PORT tar. esa tn es rrrs ass th basis t SS vas Sins L01- .02 
Soap, perpound.......c. hua Sea sii tsn tree sn imeiiaTY .01- .02 
Sagar, per pounid... ce. chain vines Rr rena ra Se Tan 1.08- .09 
Tapioca; DOr POM. «cist car arurnss Fans mms vos sin 2 sitmipas 1L01- .02 

The price of coffee and tea has not yet increased. There has been 
a good harvest of fruit and vegetables, and these are sold at normal 
prices. 

BursLeEMm, ENGLAND, November 16, 191). 
The following list of necessities entering into the cost of living in 

this district is shown with the percentage of increase in price since the 
beginning of the war: 

Per cent 
of 

crease. 

Buber. vr a nr Sad a Rm ae Sh eet aE a 20 
Dread. vn Ee ea RE ET ae SR 25 
Boole re Re ee a es ae Ee Ro 10 
BOO CDI INS. oer estsis snr rir stan ea re 8 Sr Seas 15 
CIOIING. .c... re ade  a F Sb ra da sta Ba i aaa dns 10 
Drapery: 

BE A ele ae a LS SE ae Le a LIT 50 
anmel co. a ene A a ea 25 to 50 
Bibbone. coder cr a a Raab 25 
le ee CE EN hal 25 

Woolen: ena 25 
FEoos, foreign. .c.icoianiieny ini, PE a ea Sanath a 50 
Eos Ci ces sicit nn ns Sas nt tnt SSE Sea wien mee 25 
Fish: 

COB. ies a EE aaa 60 
Cantieth os. a an Rr PI 13 
Halibut. ioc, oi vir naam saa nim ee 100 
Place. 0. i ih es as a RET 2% 
Ole. i a ra re ee eT ER is 70 

Blour ce ee en ae SS aR een 15 
Casmantles. ort te i Prien ae a 100 
JAIL, ctssrnnss rats vasa sins Th shen pwns we mine Se mae Sr 73 
rd i ed a she hee hat bee a 7% 
MO, Oly. sc caine srs isn ens sensi mms san ihn ale ean Jee i ars 50 
Maal, Sorell. en is tr samen a nis nr ASE y 50 
Milk, condensed...... a Sree hRREOiRe  a ee Ge ea SN be oe 25 
Matcher i a ce ee se ae aT 25 
UO eis saia sani sss ss ipssnsnncistsss onshore srnssvsy 100 
  

1 Prices have doubled.
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‘The following necessities remain at the same prices as quoted pre- 
vious to the war: Bacon, butter, beer, cocoa, chickens, coal, coffee, 
gas, ham, lace (Nottingham), meal, milk, rents, rice, sago, slack, soap, 
spirits, tapioca, taxes, tea, and wine. 

Game, fruit, and vegetables are, at the present time, cheaper than 
before the war started. 

HuppersFIELD, ENGLAND, November 11, 1914. 
The general cost of living is but little, if any, higher than before the 

war. Sugar, flour and its products, maize and canned goods have 
made a marked advance at wholesale, but this increase has not 
affected the consumers to the same extent, as the retail prices have 
not advanced correspondingly. 

Beef and footwear have ned slightly. 

LeEeDps, ENcLAND, December 8, 1914. 
The following table shows average prices of 20 commodities before 

the war, and since the beginning of the war, with the percentage of 
increase on each: 

  

  

  

    

: Prices since | Per cent 
Articles. Phere war com- ol in- 

? menced. crease. 

Flour, per stone (14 pounds) $0. 395 $0. 456 15 
Sugar, per-pound.. Co .. aic sa sa ie . 046 . 066 44 
Tord, perpound....c.ccooc inno ia, SiS . 144 . 160 1 
Bos, cooking reaohe, i. suas is it LL i can a .020 . 030 50 
Pen; Der POUR: (on. coo ble a i se .439 . 500 14 
Baking powder, per pond... c- .o a eae at ae at i .203 .243 20 
Bacon, Per POU. over ori w tonite mnne rent sunt dries te aosls «177 +223 26 
 REIor, Per DOB... a fee Se ei hd el Se esa .304 L345 13 
Naisinsand currants, Per POURA. . cccece ve cs vations ainman muse .101 L115 13 
Rice, nerpound.. oo one es sds un die el feds se me Le L051 .061 20 
NY 0s, DOr OUNCE. coud eeiidin etn puma) nie stein see nei es . 009 L013 43 
LR LLL a RR me eC Ms BD .183 .213 17 
Jam, perjar. ....cioenvers 183 .243 33 
Soap, per pound....... 071 .081 14 
Corn flour, per pound.... : wily L041 . 061 50 
Oatmeal, per pound..... Ess L041 .051 25 
Beel, best cals, per DORR... Cues ce crane it ae aren «213 .233 10 
Beef, rough, per Dod. co... rh dere sess sn er ba smn sine nn .122 .152 25 
Mution, best Cais, Por POUR. - ec mivne stink tenho vi dain mniainmns .203 .223 10 
Mutton, fough, Dor DORR ... ncn cede tical ata ot .142 .172 21       
  

LiverprooL, ENGLAND, November 16, 1914. 
There has been no material visible increase in the cost of living 

in this district on account of the war, with the exception of the price 
of sugar, which has increased slightly. 

For a very short period at the outbreak of hostilities prices went 
up very rapidly, but soon subsided. 

Hur, ExcraNDp, November 13, 1914. 
Since the outbreak of war prices have fluctuated greatly. The 

returns for October show an average decrease from the prices of 
September; but it is not supposed that the recession will continue 
until the July level is reached. Two causes are at work to keep up 
prices—the closing of normal sources of supply for many commodi- 
ties, and the increased expense and difficulty of importations owing 
to naval hostilities.
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Local merchants report the following increases in price: 
Eggs and yeast have doubled in cost, and onions have increased 

20 per cent. Advances on the following articles are: 

Wheat flour, per i (I ponds). |... sv rr rane $0. 04-30. 06 
Butter, per pound Ph IE Se Rr LN TLL RR rR A .04 
Beef ws fontion, PEL POUT. casos cosas desi asm ashnnn . 04 
Sugar, per pound A A SO BR DPT er SL SI OL .03- .05 
RTL tei ER EC RST Sn DI TO . 02 
Oatmen), perpoutiQ....c. edevee: 8 Sh Tai sak ss dds sinmnnnd .01 
Chess, Per Pound. . cic cor csnnvss sans ont sab rs mvs mis .02 
Teh, PEL PORN cv sistas v= vat nsvs 2m tt rbd bon nin wes .01 
Boots and shoes (military style), per pair. ................ .B0- .75 

BirmineEAM, ENGLAND, November 16, 1914. 
The cost of living is estimated to have advanced an average of 

15 per cent. 
rices are given below for July, August, and November, 1914, and 

percentages of increase in August and November over the J uly prices 
on bacon and butter: 

    

  

  

Prices. Per cent of increase. 

Articles. 

July 1. Aug. 6. Nov. 6. Aug. 6. Nov. 6. 

Bacon, Wiltshire, sliced, per pound........ $0.32 $0.34 $0.30 6 16 
Bacon, Canadian, mid cut, per pound. .... .24 .30 .28 25 17 
Bacon, home cured, perpotmd....... uu. .24 .30 .28 25 17 
Butter, best, per pound Fanaa .32 .37 .34 13 6 
Butter, ordinary, perpoutid:.......ocn-aui .28 .32 .30 14 7         

1 Decrease. 

Prices of other articles are compared for November, 1913, and 
November, 1914, with percentage of increase in 1914, as follows: 

    

  

   

Per cent 
Articles. Noyomhe Nos umets of in- 

> : crease. 

Sirloin ond chine, Por POANG......... sc sussnnrsavsssnnnssswns $0.21 $0.22 5 
Legs of mutton, perpound................. rs .20 22 10 
Shoulders and necks of mutton, per pound. . 18 19 6 
Fillets of veal, per pound................... a «21 .22 5 
Lamb, per pound eas fr Ee er ee Sin x se sre Sere .20 «22 10 
Sugar, granulated, per POUR. ...«.ciuvesnvdnrnsressasnsansny .05 .075 50 
Sugar, ump, per pound i ike s seen sham Gd Reve k ve wee .055 $0.08- .085 50 
Sugar, Demerara, Del POU... . coc cnvavennvs snwabnnssnnrwny $0.02- .04 .07- .075 142 
Lard, best English, per DOBRA... cc criv vn nvscnsnvnsareensmsas .16 .20 25 
Flour, firsts, J 3 pounds ie et Winns Seg and Earns he SS ear 13 .14 8 
Flour, seconds, per 200 DOUNAS: oc. vee cntasvs nnenusnnssnbpmnes 5.60 7.06- 7.30 28 
Cheese Canadian, DEL DOUNIA cee ivo win sent a@ inv rns unm ennnnins .16- .18 .20 18 
Eggs Irith. i. i. tis servis ss sna dn da snr essay sanisss 6 for .24 5 for .24 20 
COCR. ci a st i Pensa gt wm nin nS eed wri Fd Ein al SAR Se we ya Swe Te wa aw pet) x pe ree 
PBs es sans nnissnnnmonens avec neil sn dunelpees bun inr inves seiner ol shit enn einlvaie tune tus nr evr ivmasaeene         

Cheaper grades of fresh meats have increased 1 cent and 2 cents, 
and chilled meats from abroad 2 cents and 4 cents per pound. Fish 
and poultry have increased about 10 per cent. Scotch underwear 
has increased about 10 to 15 per cent.
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There has been no advance in the prices of coffee, tea, raisins 
(except sultanas), margarine, vegetables, and clothing. Fruit is 
cheaper. ; 

LoxpoxN, ENcrLAND, November 7, 1914. 
The following table shows maximum prices per pound for cash 

recommended for: 

  

  

  

: Aug. 18 to Aug. 21 to Aug. 28to 
Articles. ATg. 20, Ave 2 | Semidr 

SET RTT Se EEL Ce ele SER BE MO $0. 076 $0. 076 $0.076 
Say ID. es er es . 086 . 086 . 086 
Butter, tmported, first quality (other qualities in proportion). | .34 .34 . 34 
Cheetejedlonialn Ln hl. ont Lo .19 19 .20 
Jorg, American... oi als ve. i. san csr a Bt Sk a mat .16 2 .16 .16 
Morpimane a ae EC en ee .20 +13 18 
Bacon, colonial or continental, side........ccouaaniaaiaa..... . 24 .23 .24 
Bacon, Britigh. ic esi resi reese sare ap alta .26 «25 .26       
  

A prominent retail butcher of London states that for the first 10 
days after the declaration of war the prices of beef advanced con- 
siderably; but that he is now selling the best Scotch and English beef 
at the prices prevailing in July. Imported beef is higher than before 
the war. Mutton and veal were practically unaffected. 

MANCHESTER, ENGLAND, November 24, 191}. 
The following table shows the retail prices of the main selling lines - 

of the four largest distributive cooperative societies in the Manchester 
area for July 15, August 18, September 15, October 20, and Novem- 
ber 15, 1914. The percentage of increase is also shown for each of 
the last four dates over July 15, 1914. 

  

  

  

  

Prices. 

Articles. 

July 15,1914. | Aug. 18,1914. | Sept. 15,1914. | Oct. 20,1914. | Nov. 17,1914, 

Tea, superior, per pound........ $0. 57 $0. 57 $0. 57 $0.57 $0. 57 
Pea, good, perpound.........c... .36 .36 .36 .36 .36 
Sugar, white, granulated, per 
POUR ere ee ae .05 | $0.06- .08 | $0.073- .08 .08 $0.07- .08 

Bacon, Danish, sides, per pound.| $0.22- .26 .24- .31 .26- .28| $0.25- .26 .22- 26 
Hams, Irish, gammon, per pound. 2B OR tea ae ass 28 =~. 30 .24- .26 .21- 24 
Lard, American, per pound..... .14- .16 .16 16 A6- 18 .16— .18 
Yoon Trish, pev 120... ... 02 0... 2.92 2.92-3.65( 3.24 - 3.65 3.95- 4.86 3.95- 4.86 
Cheese, Canadian, per pound.... .18- .22 «20- .22 .20 - .22 .20- .22 .20- .22 
Butter, Danish, per pound...... .30- .36 .36 32 - .34 .36 .34- .36 
Bread, best, per 4 pounds....... A2-2.13 12-14 JA2- 14 «12- 14 .13- 14 
Bread, seconds, per 4 pounds... «30~:.12 A11- .13 » 30,03 $1013 oils 13 
Rice, medium, per pound....... .06 .06 .06 - .08 .06- .08 .06- .08 
Paplocy, Per Pound: ..ccetreasve .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 
Oatmeal, = hound .........cee. .04- .05% .04- 054 .05- .05% .05- .05% .05 
Condensed milk, per pound..... 15 .14- 16 .34- 16 36 .16 
Fresh beef, prime cut, per pound. 22- 24 .22- .26 22 - 24 22- 24 .24 
Fresh mutton, leg, per pound... .24 .24- .26 24 - 26 .26 .24 
Fresh lamb, leg, per pound...... .26 .24- 28 26 - .23 .24- 26 .26 
Fresh pork, leg, per pound...... A7- 22 JA7- 22 JA7 - 22 A7- .22 «17-19           
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Per cent of increase over July 15, 1914. 

  

    

      

Articles. 

Aug. 18,1914. | Sept. 15,1914. | Oct. 20,1914. | Nov. 17,1914, 

feo STtpCrior, DOr PORN. oo ons neis re fo rans Bee Nat eiok ss Se PRR See se pas sR dt ses sa ress pen 
Pen eed Per BONA. ora ti ren et a rer sats Hl ase es sass seas aR pn mee fer st a en sre 
Sugar, white, granulated, per pound........... 40 55 60 50 
Bacon, Danish, sides, per pound............... 15 13 Od a 
Hams, Irish, gammon, per pounA. .cvveivusencstecrirnnesesses 14 19 112 
Lard, American, per pound. ....-«x--c--cva0sn 7 7 13 13 
Egos. Irish, Der 120... a conreiicsaar-onniases 13 18 51 51 
Cheese, Canadian, per pound...........ceccnen-n 5 5 5 5 
Butter, Danifh perpound......ci ceive ones: OT nese anton 9 6 
Bread, host, per 2 pounds... ..ccnviusinanaben. 4 4 4 8 
Bread, seconds, per 4 pounds..........ooo..... 9 5 5 9 
Rico, medinmn, per pound. coco. . oii instore fe nov cuisines 17 17 17 

IP ADICCH POY POUR. . ic crrnenncisisstartners Java mse vet nteshronmenniiosmmmlcssbosvivs sonnnlsmceiovuneyen 
Oatmeal, OE DORA. oh Bees Tite amr dn frm a ha be 11 11 5 
Condensed milk, perpound........ co seiseavas 15 15 23 23 
Fresh beef, prime cut, per pound.............. A] Totten vie hee te sve STE 4 
Fresh mutton, leg, perpound.................. 4 4 8 Loi sessis in 
Yrosh loom, Jog, per PON. cure uven vier itnme ilo ns srnmrs vins 4 4h. 
Prashipork les, DOr POUAA. cctv oii inhev ils int ivr econ Sloper hone vhhnsfroashs Shak unns 18         
  

1. Decrease. 

Prices of chickens and ducks have increased about 10 per cent and 
potatoes are 25 per cent cheaper. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, ENGLAND, November 18, 1914. 
The cost of living has not increased to any great extent by reason 

of the war. Sugar has increased about 67 per cent and eggs 25 per 
cent. - On the other hand, ham and bacon are about 2 cents per pound 
cheaper. 
has increased from 7% to 10 per cent. 

For a period of three or four years, however, cost of living 

The following list of articles is reported showing present prices and 
the amount and percentage of increase: 

  

  

  

   

      

   

Per cent : : Amount of : Articles. Present prices. inerecse. of > 

SULor, DEL POUNG cs cviiedoi diner cnersniarsrunanrinss sine $0. 07-$0. 08 $0.03 67 
Butter, Pa Dri pe OE Ie AES Cp ee .30- .32 .04 15 
Beef ond mation; per POM. . se vsevsnvorivinseenvsvnvnsswnns .16- .24 .02 11 
Matches, per G0Z8R.... .verintvennossnss .06 . 02 50 
Boising, por pond. vos cencicecnvnes .06- .08 . 02 40 

. Fish, per pound. .10- .12 .04 57 
Bos, 69000. .crrvrsabssnnsdorsones .24 . 048 25 
BI60N, Per POU ve cas. vvs ss von zvion «24- .26 1.02 17 
Fruit, cooking apples, per pound .04- .06 0) ilies suis 
omaloes, PoE DOING: oo. es lsc es vedas see Rs dn swan wns .08- .12 {2} 5 lies genes 
002), DOr AON ce sieicnn: cc 55. suluips wus csnmvnitnssnsransssennsass 4.87 {2)c 1 -esmweesen 
Potatoes, per stone (14 pounds)... cccvsusnnencssrrssnansns J12- 14 (2) 1 ecccdrnivne 
A RE EN PO SO SRS SI SE .08 (2 ear dvr 
Rice, DOr BONA. ... - . - otcnivng os se vine sn wwGmmn wns SVR we RDS SR .04- .06 (TY or To en re 
Floor, per stone (14 pOUNAS).ec ot svrvione ss nnitinnnsorornsnsns .40- .48 (2) edad.       
  

1 Decrease. 
os 

2 No increase in price. 

NorrincgaaM, ENGLAND, November §, 1914. 
The average increase in prices of provisions immediately caused by 

the war is about 20 per cent. The following table shows the present 
retail prices of some articles entering into the cost of living and the
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percentage of increase caused by the war, and on others the per- 
centage of increase only: 
  

  

  

            

Per cent Per cent 
Articles. Present of in- Articles. Present of in- 

prices. \y erense. prices. | crease. 

Beef, perpound..........o0. $0. 22-$0. 29 | 10 to 12% || Lard, per pound............ $0. 16-30. 18 7 
Mutton; per pound.......... .14- .24 {10 to 12% || Flour, per stone (14 pounds).| .44- .56 19 
Pork, perpound............ .18- .23 {10to 15 Tinned goods, meats, milk, 
Ham, whole, per pound..... .22- ,24 {10t0 15 Bl es RN CR Ses ne a 10 to 15 
Ham, cut, per pound........ .28- .30 |10to 15 SOURS. co cat ocr Sarai vs Ce de Rs 5 to 10 
Bacon, plain, per pound..... p20 20 Wo 16 IB BIsh conn a ada aaa 10 
Bacon, smoked, per pound..] .2¢- .23710{013 | Stonefruitjams........eccoasounnncin.. 10 
Cheese, per pound... ..... 18 dis Gaimeal cr Ln se 25 
Sugar, per pound. .......2, .07- .09 gy RESeil sean... So toate Sr fl saddens 20 
Butter, per pound... ....-: .34 10: i Cream of torial. o sees -vnnelero on email 20 
Eeey, fresh; Bor. ....5.0. 0 .24 20 TPartariededd. Lonel la 20 
Eros, cooking, SI0r. vo -.---- .24 20: YL Baltpeters... ore sieeve nel lira at 2 20 

  

REpDITCH, ENGLAND, November 16, 1914. 
The average cost of living is estimated to have advanced 20 per 

cent at this place. The cost of gasoline, wearing apparel, rents, 
taxes, heat, water, and light has not increased. Prices immediately 
preceding the war and for the present date, with the percentage of 
increase, are shown for the following articles: 

  

  

  

D, 

Articles. Before the war.| Present price. | 1 oi 

Bread, per 2-pound loaf......... ied Sn later si PR me nd ven ET OE $0.12 $0.14 17 
am, Per POUR, eu. ioe is cet cravat ney sa Ar ones meio .28 .30 7 
Bacon, Per POLI. /s vc odn o, wnre: veils sid Sule wie od sir swim win av win 222 2 9 
Sugar, castor, Der POUL ctor onsen pvrve fess cnr smi Nin nnn .06 «07 17 
Sugar lump, Per Pound. ca. ivi Ca Lis ct se eg .05 08 1 €0 
Stra; brows Der ROHN. oo so frie suis sh dun sania a adn om 04 .06 50 
Cheese, Cheddar, per POONA. oe Ee ee sae 18 .20 11 
Cheese, Per DOAN . canoer iors ssmsnsanasns- sss spss vat aonr 18 .20 11 
Mi DOT QUOTE... coves os tes Ties tne PETRA RT .07 .08 14 
Bitter, per Pound... i. oo saan Tens sinsssit sms dic ads sie wn ms .32 .34 6 

008, 00h. xi hea ard sass si sms t ms nt mt es SAT he sl mr wma L027 .049 80 
Sausage, Der PONG... .. ions eves ser rs nwmnans sazvearensiian .18 «20 11 
Salmon, tinned, ie POUR. ts. a es Seto as .13 15 15 
Flour, best, per I}; pounds... ..........-1...-.- rere ais .06 .08 33 
Dried ruil; eurranis; ete. perpoand. . ......i. coils nvinanrss .08 .09 13 
Crochet cotton, per2balis i. i... ... coiuuice don sonny vie ds .07 .08 14° 
Boots, Per PEIF iu. vteee or css n vias isan sesso sar sn ste sa ud 2.17 Same. tia oJ 
2c, POT YAP. coast ti site prs isn rma Ss nl se $0.06- 14 Same. §-.. 00 
Bes}, average cuts, per pound... ......---oz-cc2roz omens somes 2 Same. [.......... 
Muiion, Per pond. nace. oe TR sp we en i di . 20 Same. {....... 0 
Dork, DOP DOBRA...  . crit aos tes alot aide pinisium nin wisn nin loin = Sele .19 Samet 
TP olav0Es, PEL POUAN oe soc soe os seni Ucn ye wha v nim wi min wis OL Same. i... 
Cablhinge, Per Bead... co esl donb ve nlt ein wrt Hnimimie 82 Same.ojol nn 
Onions, PArPoUnG. Lp. c LL fr a .02 Same, | c0.. 
IEUrnips, DOP 2 DOTS. Lo fe fi. Son sinnln v dm nh mwa daw dunia aie .03 Same, yj... 0 
Coreals, DOr DACRE co tests eR erin nt se Ted +32 Same. |... 
Sanices, DEL POLL... «vo a ee SS 2 vi alme oe 
eas, DOT DOUG sein siay cnn otievirnmss ses rams sit wi dimmisw teiu's Sion? .32 Same, |... 
Tord, Postry, perponnd. ooo... vve. bec inva lo ia Sai il 2, .16 Same... 000       
  

SHEFFIELD, ENGLAND, November 10, 1914. 
The following table shows the retail prices of the principal articles 

affecting the cost of living, on July 15, 1914, and November 10, 1914, 
with the percentage of increase. In each case the increases shown 
can be traced to the effects of the war:
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Articles Prices July 15, | Prices Nov. 10, Pe gent 
: 1914. 1914. 5 crease. 

Coal, per ton...... Set S manasa sane AY Dt aS me meh See $4.38 $4.62 5 
Beef, rump roast, imported, perpound...........c.cnuiieann 13 37 31 
Beef, rump roast, domestic, per pound........................ .18 #0) 17 
Mutton chops, iImporied, per pond ......c..veevvniancccraees $0.12- .14 §0.14- .16 15 
Mutton chops, domestic, per pound.........ceeueeeunvuneen.... .20- .22 22- M4 10 
J amb, imported; pero... cau. cave silo cE sn an .16 .20 25 
Lamb, domestic, Per POU... .ccvini vis mniii ccs vir amaans .28 “32 14 
Pork, American, Per POUND... «cv. iv itor tiavsvaasitns ninss 14 .16 14 
Pork, domestic, Der PotnA.... «cor ou oven suse BS sedi ie sdb .18 .20 11 
Bacon, imported, per pound. .... o.oo ivan ial es twin +25 .24 18 
Bacon, AOMestic, DOr DOIN... cvs obser iar iorsniveaiid suse +32 .30 16 
Sams, Imporjad, Per PouUNG. uc cutie iti sent ith ia aah .24 .22 18 
Toms domestic, Per PORDA. . coe. aren Te ei .34 .30 112 
Halibut, DEP POUR. oc  civeenes cian rind en ninna kana sis .16- .20 24 33 
Flales, PET POH cr nso r rubra siton smtpd vn sia tan n ss aden ss .12 .16 33 
Cod, Por POUR: to ves vnnn avr sivnsne thr nmmr dst usisans nn iivanion .08- .10 .12- .16 56 
Y.emon Soles, PET POH. . Lv viivesronden nde nvtorsonrnse nnn .16 .24- .28 63 
Haddock, PEF PONE «2 un vsvidroe vsncncrtsnnnnrinnnnsmemens .08 12 50 
Butter, ported, PET POUNG cc. ve eivrv rcncesosorsninnsnsisss .26 .28 8 
Margarine, Def POUNG. .... cceesssc vis sn sivnbrasee tessa nsonss Nes .10 .12 20 
¥Yiour, per stone (14 POURAS) cevu vc ven vesrvsnsrnc vss cnin umes 44 .51 14 
Bread, Suhaked, pe? Dod 2.01 sient. eet ean .032 L041 25 
Sugar, best gramtiated, per pond. .. .....-ccvrmciisvaaivu rand .06 .09 50 
Cheese, American, Per DOU over ennt snus icasnsapsanunsn. .19 .20 5 
Cheese, Italian, Gorgonzola, per pound......ccceuiueuiannn... .24 of 50 
Cheese, Freneh, Gruyére, per pound. .......cceeceeuzecnnaaivnn .26 .39 46 
¥ ors «omostie, 000. cir vue tie Su id sr se en a nt a bE Dr = 8.04 +, 048 2 

ios, imporiod, 680Nd er va sips rss rvsnsannssininas nisin roining 5, 034 8.04 17       
  

1 Decrease. 
? Weight of 6-cent loaf was decreased from 30 ounces to 24 ounces, unbaked. 
8 Six for 24 cents. 
4 Five for 24 cents. 
5 Seven for 24 cents. 

SouTHAMPTON, ENGLAND, November 7, 1914. 
The cost of living here has increased but little, the majority of 

commodities in common use being unaffected by the war. The fol- 
lowing table shows the retail prices before the war, and at the present 
date, of the principal articles on which there has been an increase, 
together with the percentage of increase: 

  

  

Prices before Per cent 
of 

  

Articles. Present prices. 
the war. increase. 

Batter, per Done. os a SRS a © $0. 26-30. 28 $0. 28-80. 32 11 
Kaos, imported, Per 0zel. coco ivan nasinsni vans tin gunn .24- .30 .55- 67 126 
Molches, IMPOTICA, POT BIOS avec vrei visas iuntn sinns resides saver ak amt atis duis 32 AL ents 
Beef, foreign, most Argentine: - 

Fore OE TET NR IE Se «12 13 16-17 32 
Bind quarters, perpoand.....-.vcevnvrorssnissnnsasnias 14 .16- .18 21 

Beef, English: 
Yore quarters, par pound... --. ci ii si iene 14 .16 14 
Hind quoriors, Der DOR... ...c...vs sos snmansa nn ivods .16 .19 19 

Mutton, Argentine and Australian, per pound................ «3-13 L15- .16 29 
Mutton, English, perpoun...... 0. ocio viii canesee .20 .23 15 
Pong, dried, imported, perpound. .... co. ccoiecner neon nin .03% .05 43 
Sugar, lump, pig: Cubes, Der pound. viv. iu Lilet L04- L05 .08 78 
Sugar, granulated, pepo... .. iu. cocci sii srr s svi saas 04 .05 .07 56 
Sugar, Demerara, Der pond... -. .-. one ncimn nnn sae srunans .02 .04 .06 150       
  

The cheaper grades of teas have advanced 6 cents per pound. 
Cereals (rice, tapioca, sago, etc.) have increased 20 per cent in price. 

Jersey, Channel Islands, reports that the cost of living is practically 
the same as in England. Sugar, beans, and cereals have advanced 
in price, but butter is cheaper.
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ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND, November 12, 1914. 
Immediately after the declaration of war in August last, panic prices 

revailed in Aberdeen, as elsewhere, for such items as sugar, flour, 
acon, coal, and other household necessities; but all of these com- 

modities have since reached more reasonable prices. Following is 
a table showing comparative prices of common household necessities 
before the war and at the present time, together with the percentage 
of increase: 
  

  

  

   

    

      

ACTIOTR. Prices Aug. 1, |Prices Nov. 12, i 
191 1914. increase. 

Bread Lpomdilonl.c. ale. lca Lm ae $0.12 $0.13 8 
our, perstone (Me pomds) oo LL ad. Su lanier niin: $0.45 — .49 $0. 53-" .57 17 
Gatmeal; per stone (It veunds).. . -c.oi.. Gs i hs wai . 49 20 
Sar, BRE PORN ra a rae Ln .04 - .05 .07- .08 67 
Batley, cotimen, Dor PoURG oot ds dene soe beil tows irons ta sien? .03 . 043 50 
Barley pearl per’ polind.. oh. oe. ea : . 04 .05 25 
Split Peas, DET PORN. no st tds ns sane me vai sila sad inn wine .03 — L043 .05 33 
Cotles, oafenes, Corrs, Der pO. o.oo oi nud cL e. L wg L119 7 
Coffee, essence, Vanibeek’s, per pound... .. ccc cueenncnnnn anne SOY 1D 10-14 26 
Buiter peround. oc ada. YE .28 37 29 
Bacon, perpounf. cor... ise casei Se a . 30 -32 7 
Eggs, fresh, per dozen. .... 30 .53 73 
Eggs, cooking, per dozen.. 26 32 23 
Corned beef, 1-pound cans. 20 .21 5 
Corned beef, 2-pound cans. 34 37 6 
Corned mutton, 1-pound can sg .18 21 17 
Chesie, perpomnidi i. io. oo los i a 16 2% on 90. 95 21 
Beef, yymp steak, per pound aces oi. coc evitec ee con ein es .30 oR Aa 
Beef round sien, por pond, ....- co tuum soe dio aoa “24 .26 8 
MGtiOn Chops, DOL DOURG. . « «»<anirani nonin oniasnesins ine .18- .2 EE OBL Trg 
Pork, fresh, Der POONA. Too ix cas. sacs ssi rE pa si dnd es tee A8- 22 18-02 
Fish, fresh, herrings and small haddocks, each................ .01 - .02 .02- .04 100 
Tish fresh, eod, perpounl. . upd etoein i eval. naan .07 .14 100 
Fish, fresh, halibut, ber pond. oo wisn doddh sumtol otha vhs AS .24 33 
Fish smoked, red herrings, per dozen............co no. l li: .14 .16 14 
Fish, smoked, finnan haddies, per pound.-................... w 08 AD 230-1 Ad 20 
Y.andry 803D, PET PAl..-o-. c= nce srr cs se sin eo .24 ~28 17 

  

DuxpEE, ScotrLAND, November 16, 1914. 
The first week of the war witnessed a sharp advance in the cost of 

food supplies amounting to about 15 per cent above normal prices 
in July. By the middle of September prices had receded to about 
10 per cent, but have advanced slightly since. The advance in price 
is shown for the following articles: 

Advance in price of specified articles. 

ae, POP dOZON. Lh eiiie cS pi a mdi nadine Sin? $0. 08-$0. 12. 
Buller; per pound. za... co ii iris nin .02- .04. 
Flour, per stone (14 pounds)................ . 08, about: 
Oatmeal, per stone (14 pounds).............. . 06, about. 
Sugar, Per POUR. fo. 2s: cons ss vse sna natn . 03, sells at $0. 07. 
Best steaks, perpound. ....ccovvuuuannn.... .02, sellsat .34. 
Boast beef, per pound.........ccc.anh naan .02, sellsat .26. 
Join chops, Dor pound. ac. cass nnvieivsersirs .02 sellsat .28. 
Batley, co rein ar rarer fener rae 20 per cent. 

French plums are cheaper. 

DUNFERMLINE, SCOTLAND, November 30, 1914. 
The cost of living in Dunfermline and its vicinity rose from 10 to 

20 per cent in August but has not increased materially since. The 
Shane in the prices of certain commodities is shown in the following 
table:
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Difference in prices between July 1, 1914, and Nov. 16, 1914. 

Pon, i ie bir snes gaa as Same price. 
C0fige. 2. cosas re eae a A Same price. 
Sugars Lh Ls Geena 80 per cent increase. 
Bossi ts ni Rl 10 per cent increase. 
Meal a a eh si Ee aan ee 10 per cent increase. 
Boy. i i Ri rrr rss as saben mn 10 per cent increase. 
NR RE RARE RRR a ee eae 20 per cent increase. 

B80 tt et sR LL isi Se pe a 5 per cent increase. 
Bntier. Na Su a 10 per cent increase. 
Bi sini ts ain a bars satin aaa 8 per cent increase. 
C0080 cass c vor ins Sania esas a PR be vs 10 per cent increase. 
Mined frais. di. ei a Ras va she aiien 3 per cent decrease. 
LT A CR SA UN AR SRL NR IRC re 3 per cent decrease. 

EpiNnBurGH, SCOTLAND, November 11, 1914. 
The cost of living has advanced as a result of the war, but it is 

difficult to say to what extent. On some articles of clothing, shoes, 
and drugs there has been a marked increase in value, which has not 
yet been been fully appreciated by the consumer, as dealers did not 
mark up their stocks on hand to the full increase. 

The following articles of food show changes in price: 
  
  

  

         

y : Per cent 
: Price July 1 Price Nov. 2 

Articles. ’ 2 of 
1914. ; 1914, nerease, 

Beansobuller is venison vid ast ida ii en wan ills $0.08 $0.09 13 
Beans harieol. i. one send dS NR as ade 07 .08 14 
Butter, Pasion... a i te da ss de +30 .38 27 
C000... ov iv Sass nds oe Sen wks me SE ei sa ho lg ela iat or .20 .22 10 
gos, Tesh, Ber JOTON, Juss cures a stivna sin snesties se cmanints .36 .64 78 
ish, cure®, Col, Per DOAN... sc ovnissirembiiowmmbn esis sin fame .08 .10 25 
Nard, DOT POUT. ou rer ovina ss van tismstms sn sen sisnatsnynsns .16 «13 13 
¥ertiln DCT PORN. sonics co nedanade ns senasr vin sion sot Tat nenns .06 .07 17 
Margarine, Der DOI... iu civersviiose sranmdnnristarenssnrsimss .13 .16 23 
Oatmeal: 2 

Seoteh; Yeponds.. nats dat ae sia inn 57 +01 ? 
Bolted oais, 7000Unds.. 0. i aos bia sn Spa aid vate «34 .34 0 

Peas: 
Yinsstmedivm, perpound...c. . .. io iaas .05 .06 20 
Pines SDI Der DOD. Co. i ces .04 .06 50 

ugar: 
Brown, Der POUR... ra radi rs ae eens 04 .07% 81 
Granulated, per pound. 100. cist aa .05 .08 60 
Dutch, crushed, per pound. ola Rn a .05 .08% 70 
Cuhes, Per POUR. as ive sins shun srstannrs sins rmsverssmns .05 .09 80 

Meats: 1 
Steak, round ocr.mineed, Per pom... xh osu vaiin nn. .26 .28 8 
Rewing-heel, Per Pong... ses Pied Send ri sr seen es .22 .24 9 
Second mines, per pot. och laa sibs in a sv .16 .18 13 
Bolling heel, per pound... cu. ii ia ta cries aes $0.14- ,19} $0.16- .20 9 
Salt beef, Der pound... ood. Lo al i ie aah aa +18~ «20 .20- .22 11 
POngUe, DEF POUR ieee ce ina tno saree Sm ah ma We a mind .18 .20 11 
Sausages, beet, Der POTNA...5 ov. occ mnie armors ae ss Sone .14 .16 14 
Sausages, Pork; per Pound... cocina ca .18 .20 i 
ripe, PEL POUEId. 2 oa iit aS i a ad .08 .10 25 
LP, IC DONA eins Sih es sea oS FE .10 12 20 
Sheep Hyer, Der pound... oc vo ori connsomnen se riisssnsodnn .12 .14 17 

Mutton: 
Stewing shoulders, per POUR... oo c veneer tennraanns 22 .24 9 
Bolling Bank, per P0000... ax -5- oi viani ins saith sven .16 .18 13 

Sausages and other meats: ~~ 
Cambridge sausages, per pound. .......ccccuuvuunnn.. ass .18 «20 11 
Oxiord beef sausages, perponnd.. .............0 0 La. +16 .18 13 
Toman sonsages, Per DORA... coco svn es ve gedaan a fuionnos +20 .22 10 
Pork chong, Per PONG. tours i iris cnn seas aint ss aa ons «24 .26 8 
Scotch hiedis, ner pond... ... 0 iit dh .18 «20 11 
Cooked ox Jonge, Per porng. ea .36 .38 6 
Vealand hamleal, perpoand. .. .... oc iri caiinies. .20 .22 10 
Braised beef, cooked, perpoand...........c..cvniian.. .32 .34 6 
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changes have taken place since the beginning of the war. 

BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 

GrAsGow, ScoTrLAND, November 20, 1914. 
The following list comprises the principal commodities in which 

There has 
been an approximate advance of 163 per cent in the cost of living. 
The amount of increase and the percentage of increase are shown. 

  

  

  

    

  

          

Per cent Per cent 
Articles. Arorniotl olin Articles. AROUNS oF-| * ot ine 

? crease. : 3 i crease. 

Lentils, per pound!...... $0. 022 00 HL Conned- meals... ch i hn i Laat 15 
Split peas, per pound 1... .022 100 || Bread, per 2-pound loaf.... $0. 02 15 
Eggs, fresh, country, per Butcher meat, per pound.. .04 15 

0ZEN Le ern dae .24 50 || Hams, per pound!......... L017 12% 
Eggs, imported, per dozen. $0. 16- .22 30 (| Butter, per pound......... .04 10 
Pish perpoand.........-: .06 50 || Cheese, per pound......... .02 10 
Sugar, per pound. ......... 02 50 || Medicinal preparations....[....vceesuse- 10 
Oats, per bushel (321bs.) .. .209 40 || Matches, per gross boxes... .06 5 
Earthen and glass ware... lain. 25 0 a sa a aes 5 
Flour, per barrel. . ha 2.04 25 || Preserves and confection- 
Botiol i 25 OLY rah Bihan s 35s van ot wales nse retin 10-15 
Sago, per pound ! hs .011 25 || Woolen goods and union 
Tea, perpormdl,.......... .09 25 SGHS, DAE Wool. 2 tl era 20 
Raisins and currants, per Draperies (except cotton)..{.......usue.. 10, 
pomat. or a, .009 25 || Boots and shoes, per pair... oB0 se prnpen 

Condensed nilk -.0. i... lsomnnsessns 15 ii Leathergoods... .......... ftir 15-20   
  

changes have occurred since the beginning of the war. 

1 In hundredweight (112 Ibs.) lots. 

TrooN, ScorLAND, November 11; 1914. 
The following list comprises the principal commodities in which 

There has been 
an approximate advance of 10 per cent in the cost of living. The 
amount of increase and percentage of increase are shown. 

  

  

  

Amount | Per cent Amount | Per cent 
Articles. of in- of in- Articles. of in- of in- 

crease. crease. crease. | crease. 

Lentils, per pound!.......... $0. 022 100 {| Raisins! and currants, per 
Split peas, per pound!........ .022 100 pounG..... ae. $0. 004 10 
Huos, pordozen............c. .24 50 || Butcher meat, per pound..... .04 10 
Fish, perpound............:. .06 50 || Bread, 4-pound loaf.......... .01 8 
Floor, per barrel...........L. 2.04 25 || Matches, gross boxes......... .06 5 
Rice, perpound®...........-. . 009 2D DIAPErY io cvriciosresosrmdines jonah as 10 
Sago, perpoand?.........i.-- oN 25 || Leather and saddlery goods..|.......... 15 
Oats, per bushel (321bs)...... .139 201 CGosmantles............ 0.0... fess 50 
Sagar, perpotmd.. io... ... .01 15 || Glass and earthen ware....... fore ina 25 
Butter, perpound............ .04 10 { Boots and shoes... ...0..c.- oR mE 
Tea, cheap grade, per pound.. .03 10 || Chemicals show a substantial 
Cheese, per pound ............ .02 10 increase.               

centage of increase: 

1 In hundredweight (112 lbs.) lots. 

BELFAST, IRELAND, November 12, 1914. 
The following table shows the average retail prices, before the war 

and at the present time, of the principal commodities affecting the 
cost of living, which have advanced in price, together with the per-
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: Per cent 
Articles. Presb efor ® | Present prices. of 

he increase. 

Fish: 
Cod, Per PONG. i. Ls Re a £0.10 £0.12 20 
Places, Per DotA... .- . .iiin dis i revs bait se ade Se oh ae .14 .16 14 
Haddock, per potd. i eet sea i es «10 12 20 
Whiting, perpound ........cc i. rei astra aaa : .08 .10 25 
Jeon Soles, Per POUR. oi .i sec ase even dnsia nas nidnsits neni . 20 .22 10 
Holibal, per DOBRA... ts alia cr ea bins Son ses dis 22 .24 9 

Flat, per DOE... Loco cal seas ise at a SE . 03% .04 23. 
Bread, dspoum Yonl. . cc. ci li iid ai tease an .12 13 8 
Sugar, standard, granulated, per pound.........c..cueaaoa...is .04 .07 75 
SHsar cubes, DOr POU... «coe csi icuns die smn mn ast vii .05% .09 64 
Bis, Der DOBRA. oc ct cai is ed Se es winter na a .04 .06 50         

Cork (QUEENSTOWN), IRELAND, November 7, 1914. 
The increase in food prices at Cork since August, 1914, is estimated 

at 15 per cent. 
No change in rents and very little in clothing is noted. 

GREECE. 

There appears to have been a very general increase in the cost of 
living in Greece, estimated as ranging from 15 to 30 per cent in dif- 
ferent localities. Ome effective cause for this was the interference 
with imports on which certain regions depend largely for their food 
supplies. A system of police regulation of prices has been enforced 
in Greece for many years, and this has prevented speculative ad- 
vances, but has been unable to check the natural rise. 
Reports from the American consuls at Athens and Saloniki follow: 

ATHENS, GREECE, December 15, 1914. 
The first effect of the declaration of war in Europe upon prices in 

Athens and surrounding districts was a certain stiffening of prices 
for ordinary articles of consumption. Under a law of April 6, 1835, 
the police may, with the approval of the ministerial council, regulate 
both wholesale and retail prices by police ordinance. Ordinances of 
this kind have been aad. a number of times, increasing prices, until 
at the present time it is estimated that since August 1, 1914, com- 
modities entering into the normal standard of living have advanced 
25 per cent in most parts of Greece. 

Statistics compiled by the statistical bureau of the Greek Govern- 
ment indicate that the general range of prices is now from 20 to 25 
per cent higher than during the first six months of the present year. 
The figures as submitted by the statistical bureau show prices for the 
following commodities for June, August, and November, 1914. The 
percentage of increase has also been worked out.
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So Per cent of increase 
Prices for— over June, 1914, in— 

Articles. 

Cy Aus, i August. | November. 

Wheat, native, per 100 okes (285 pounds)........| $5.211 $7.720 $8. 299 48 59 
Barley, native, per 100 okes (285 pounds)........ 4.343 5.211 6.369 20 47 
Maize, native, per 100 okes (285 pounds)......... 3.360 0... 4.080 Lone 20 
Wheat, imported, per 100 okes (285 pounds). .... Liber San i 21 
Maize, imported, per 100 okes (285 pounds). ..... 4.248 1... 5.200 es 23 
Flour, Al, per 100 okes (2385 pounds)............. 10.229 11.001 11.870 8 16 
Flour second grade, per 100 okes (285 pounds)... 9.650 10.422 11.001 8 14 
Flour, third grade, per 100 okes (285 pounds)... . 9.071 10.229 10.422 134. 15 
Beans, crdinary, per potnd. . .. ou. sii pans dies .034 .036 .047 6 40 
Beans, Lima, perpotind.. 0 i. uh vito daidasnns .034 .039 .041 16 20 
Chickpeas, nerpotmd........0. 4... cv chilis 03d eT 1 ee 14 
Potatoes, nerpomnd.. 2 0 i ries 20al een W024 ah 17 
Beel, per porindl 00 Sis JR a tess 135 .135 s IB 21 
Neal, parponnd.. o.oo a En .176 .176 IO 9 
Mutton, perpommd......Ii50 0... .108 S135 .122 25 13 
Lamb, per pound... .149 176 .192 18 29 
Chicken, per pound............ es «112 .108 «203 13 82 
Butter, per pound... . uo se .339 .379 .474 12 40 
Oliveoil,perpound............. .081 .095 .102 17 25 
Nos ber Pal oe a Tn .039 .044 . 068 15 75 
Mit, berbound oo a a ee .054 .054 WOE rh eee 
Cheese, perpound.. 2. oo ol nin sn, E02 a sli 40 
Colle, por Donnel.... ol rie ial a dan den oe 1b EA 20 17 
Sugar, Derbi... ot ci sa SBE i Er «ORS 0 30 

1 Decrease. 

The present retail prices of the following articles are also shown: 

Avihwacke coals noi 2 Dy Lai iS ES $16. 00 per ton. 
Bluminous coal... i. i le ie See ans 10. 00 per ton. 
Bacon. ee i i Ts aaa sian . 35 per pound. 
Bread... td a IRE Uy seta . 09 per pound. 
Ham, ioported, boiled... ot usin ine adds . 80 per pound. 

SALONIKI, GREECE, November 14, 191}. 
For the past three years the territory contiguous to this city has 

been more or less in a continuous state of war. The Turco-Italian 
War was followed by the Balkan War of 1912; then came the War 
of the Balkan Allies in 1913; and now the European War. During 
this period there has been a steady increase in the cost of living, 
a may be divided as follows: 

First period.—From January 1, 1912, to the time of Greek occupa- 
tion, November 8, 1912. During this period an increase of 10 per 
cent took place. 

Second period. —Commencing with Greek occupation and ending 
August 1, 1914, during which an average increase of 25 per cent was 
established. 

Third period.—Beginning with the outbreak of the European war 
and concluding November 10, 1914, when the cost of living increased 
30 per cent over the second period. 

he following statement shows the percentage of increase since 
January 1, 1914, in the cost of various commodities entering into the 
cost of living. 

The general average of this statement is 44 per cent.



FOOD PRICES AS AFFECTED BY THE WAR—GREECE. 81 

  
  

  

   

    

              

Per cent Per cent 
Articles. of Articles. of 

increase. increase. 

80 10 
15 50 
20 50 

Bread, Dest. .....ccevenvivnnsiiiet tolens 80 Be 50 
Bread, second grade........:v oh nvaien GOW Bumar opts: «of ot a AI, 150 
Broad, third grade, . ...... 0 cous Duis sy 40 || Sweets, local and foreign................ 80 
Buiter, Russian. ....... 0.00 ade, S53: 4i Charcoal. ti oie a 100 
Butter, 100k. co.cc eidi iivassie inion A LE rR AE SC RE Sp 25 
Canned SATAITIOR. vce anniv nn rens BE i RR ER es 70 
C0050. ves irae nriss commen mn sami inne BOs. eddies dete sie sea aE dae 10 
Chickens.......... 60 |i Potveleuam. oc... 2s 100 
Coffee, Turkish...... 60 {| Soap,local........ coun id 33 
Bans... .. 5a 80 || Soap, foreign Ti 50 
Bish, fresh. ...o. ici cinisisiinn vise EA Waker, sii serie ase nh 10 
Tih salted... .c.cciiriiiinibuaniine.s 15 l| Canned fruits and vegetables............ 25 
Tor, Post i ce Rd eee des 50° Jams and preserves... .... car ran rns 20 
Flour, second grade. .c..c.ciuevavnesaies 60.1 Ladies’ dress goods. ...... oc enue ions 40 
Flour, third grade......... von wivnvnss 40H Men's sulting... eo. cost cave crcn nse ins 25 
Brulls. o.oo nites tsa cB avian 30 || Men’s wearing apparel.................. 25 

00 DOSE. risa sh Tatas 30 
25 {i Underwear...........-- oh 30 
66 || Furniture, foreign es 25 
22 || Furniture, local........ ae 15 
SOA Ro. den eee a ts 30 
35 {| Fito INSUIAN0e, ov vsv aii nsn nasa ces tens 5 
15 

ITALY. 

On the whole, Italy had not, in November, suffered any great 
increase in the cost of living due to the war. To a large extent the 
native population of Italy lives upon Italian products, so that the 
restriction of imports affected them but little, while the great decrease 
in the number of tourists left an increased proportion of the crops for 
the use of the permanent residents. The Government placed an 
embargo upon. the exportation of foodstuffs, and the municipalities 
very generally fixed prices and checked speculative advances. In 
addition, the harvests and crops of 1914 happened to be unusually 
abundant. Nevertheless there was some rise in prices, and it was 
thought that if the war proved of long duration, such imports as 
wheat, coal, rice, and sugar would show a marked increase. 

A list of the articles on which the Government placed an embargo 
follows; also consular reports from Florence, Genoa, Leghorn, Milan, 
Naples, Palermo, Rome, and Venice. 

ARTICLES ON WHICH AN ABSOLUTE OR PARTIAL EMBARGO WAS PLACED. 

Wheat. Semolina. 
Rye. Bread and sea biscuits. 

Oats. Hay. 
Barley. Straw. 
Rice. Carob bean. 
Maize or Indian corn. Coffee. 

Other grains not mentioned here (lupines, | Sugar. 

beans, chick-peas, and millet may be | Horses. 

exported). Mules. 
Flour. Donkeys. 

87285°—Bull. 170—15——=6 
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‘Bovine animals. 

Fresh and chilled meats. 
Live pigeons. 

Wearing apparel and equipment for troops. 
Prepared skins. 
Cloths. 
Linen and cotton goods. ; 
All the material for the manufacture of 

these last. 
Every kind of vehicle, including aero- 

planes and dirigibles. 

Coal. : 

Petroleum. 
Benzine. 

Glycerine. 
Lubricating goods. 
Aluminum. 
Brass. 
Lead. 

Flint. 
Nitrate of soda.   

BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 

Sulphuric acid. 

Calcium carbide. 

Sulphuric anhydride. 
Picrie acid. 

Carbonate of soda. 
All medicines. 
All kinds of sanitary goods. 
Surgical instruments. 

The goods indicated in article 216 of the 

code of the mercantile marine—e. g., 

cannons, rifles, etc. 
Raw hides. 

Pigs. ; 
Dried vegetables (only partially prohib- 

ited). 

Macaroni, etc. (only partially prohib- 

ited). : 
Cheese, in the same proportion as last 

year. 
Portable railways. 

Gold bars or rods and money. 

FrorENcE, ITALY, November 4, 191}. 
There has been no noticeable change in average retail prices of 

foods caused by the war. The following table is a comparison of 
prices for October 24, 1912, 1913, and 1914. It was thought best to 
give these quotations, as owing to lack of cold storage facilities prices 
fluctuate considerably with the season of the year. Increases for 
1913 and 1914 over 1912 are shown in percentage. 

    

  

      

   

          

Oct. 2 Oct. 2 Oct. 24 hat a Ye ig td ct. 24, ct. 24, ct. 24, of in- of in- 
Articles. 1912. 1913. 1914. | crease, | crease, 

1913 1914. 

Wheat flour, A, per pound $0. 050 $0. 050 
‘Wheat flour, B, per pound. . .042 .042 
Corn meal, per pound. ...... .026 .026 
Chestnut flour, per pound. .... L051 .051 
Fine wheat flour, per pound. .. .053 .053 
Pastes A1 A, perpound....... . 052 L052 
Pastes Al B, per pound....... .047 L047 
Rico, perootnf;i coat. avns ciides L051 .052 
Bread, de luxe, por POIBA « cous escnunnnanesnnensnns . 055 .053 
Bread, frstyperpound. rn oa asi L044 .039 
Bread, second, per pound............... {on ek pein .039 .036 
Bread hit, Der potng . ... casas a As .036 .031 
Beans, while, perpound... ... o.oo iinmiaracusnde- . 046 .039 
Deans, 10d, Por J0UNG . « voc memes + cuingin= =xinvmennist rs stone srmoinen L044 
Beans, eye, PEC POUMA . or LL Th i ig .049 .038 
Yentlis, perDound. ci ri cca ar en .07 .073 
Vetches, per pound....... RATS as ae mm oie .032 .032 
Chests, POT DOUNG. . oi swe niim abn smal cei sam ae .032 -031 
Chestnuts, small, per pound... ..........iupieunvenns .020 .018 
Poratoes, Der PoUnG . ....... ou. sccmiis sms trae n nnn .014 .011 
Olive ol, per pound... . oi atone it cas sm wamsnne .180 .189 
Chickens, PEP POTNG. cc oun ibis fois shan as sass +211 .215 
BOTkeysS, POY DOUNA. . . « vcvu rr insn ch sam rn asmsmmin ton .224 .329 
Veal with bone, per pound. ..........v. ciieecnianin .218 «224 
Noo), boned, DOT POUR... occ ia cani ii nn eran .329 .316 
Noel runny, perpound. .......c cc oan sins nmnna sane .184 L184 
NOL, Tih, POT POUNA 5. cn ivi aacie sie tas nS radeve .197 .197 
NoaL Toast, DET POUNG.. ve. ou aan tra a swans wna .224 211 
Vel fillet. perDound.........c..c.o iii ina ssabay . 289 . 263 
OX, rump sleak, perpouttd...... ca. fh cieveniiionss .175 L175   

1 Decrease.
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Oct. 2 Oct. 24, | Oct. 24 Pet None | Po fo : ct. 24, ct. 24, ct. 24, of in- of in- 
Articles. 1912. 1913. 1914. | crease, | crease, 

1913. 1914. 

Ox rib, POL DOING. cv csv svn tervenin etme nytnvetn $0. 184 $0.184 $30:193 4.........: 5 
Ox, 7098, POT POENG... vx wns wsinvmmmbvismnm nies savin .211 .175 L175 117 117 
Ox, Hest Cots, POT POUR. . «cvs summa yagi sing 0s se .211 197 .211 16 i... 
Lamb, shoulder, perpoand. ........ccccecumisn nesses .154 +154 WAG 19 
Lamb, legand rib, per peu. ee... cvacneicnnsevmanes .175 .197 .193 13 10 
Pork, Der DOBRA... coer smiv = sine bri sesso in wn rms L197 .197 +307 suse ailich etii mic S 
Mutton, perpomnd.. .... 0... a a .219 .219 2H Le nites Saar 
Colles, Taw, Per POI... cocoons at end e mnn eames . 355 .338 . 368 15 4 
Goflee, vousied, per pound... ..cocur covencicoaminns .461 . 447 L447 13 13 
Sugar, white, per pound. . 136 .136 132). aime 13 
Sugar, brown, per pound. 136 JA27 127 16 
Pepper, per pound..... ‘ .298 +298 298 
Butter, per pound...... 3d .329 
Margarine, per pound............ .197 
Bacon, Pel POURAL. ..5 «cts ends cvvmissnin srdfus ideas L197 
Tord, Per POURA. nes coho Tn ne sind t sami aim ininia .167 . . 
Cheese, Parmeson, per pom... coca eercnsivosones . 268 .272 .272 2 2 
Cheese, Cf, Per pont... .... cerned +232 . 250 L211 8 19 
Cheose, Holland, per pound....c..coxee cnencranesess . 268 .276 .250 3 $7 
Choese, Tustan, Per POUNA. cv c.cnvveeunnerenannnsns . 241 . 263 .276 9 15 
Susu, PRTPOMINL. © leans cs dn sen nie L417 417 BUT ies cn pepe iti as 
Bologna sausage, per pound. ........cu.u.iudavennens .351 .373 “37 6 6 
Im, DOTDOERM «Lo ia Se ec i Cm me be ed .439 .461 .461 5 5 
Codfish, dried, per pound. ... ccc. ceeve i ivmoeannvaad .145 . 096 .136 133 16 
Stockfish DerPpound. ..... concn ecile ii te cnisiiunn uns .145 .132 .167 19 15 
AACOVICS, BEPDORN Seiler sense L241 L241 DB ane nts xk Aili 
Charcoal, par pBunl. co irl iain .012 .012 A. aa Le 
Polrolenm, Ber POURE. cv ioe caicacenon sine nn vnns .038 .038 BI nil ees 
Yine, red, Oi, Tua. cc coemevve cnn sie du sminimin as suns .164 .155 L127 16 122 
Wine,ved, quari......c..c cme emer ce mn e L115 .106 .091 18 121 
Nine, While, BarT . cue i cove innin sre snsvnn s summa mnineios .100 . 106 .091 5 19 
‘Wine, vinegar, quart. .... Sdn aia a .067 .082 .082 22 22 
Mil, skinned, Guat... coool isn sae ape nn a TY .055 L055 GOES es tn tae 
Nil, otra] BOT. on. eevee See vn ed ven . 100 L064 . 064 136 136 
Jr Ed ONONIL ins Sd wb msn bled Sian vx ah Se Smite we . 200 . 280 .318 13 10 

  

1 Decrease. 

Genoa, Itavry, November 7, 1914. 
There has been a gradual and marked increase in cost of living in 

Genoa during the past five years, covering not only foodstuffs but 
also house rent, clothing, fuel, light, and power. 

During the first few weeks of the war, prices took a jump, in some 
cases of over 100 per cent, and coal rose to five times its normal 
value. After the receipt of large consignments of coal, that article 
dropped. The Government undertook to regulate food prices, 
ak resulted in checking the rise somewhat. The Government 

prohibited the reexportation of foodstuffs, which has done more to 
Donat prices than anything else. On the other hand, certain measures 
of the Government have contributed to the increased cost of living, 
for taxes on business enterprises have been increased, causing dealers, 
in turn, to increase the cost of their goods. There have also been 
general advances in the articles which come under the head of Govern- 
ment monopolies, such as salt, tobacco, and matches, a recent advance 
of the latter taking the form of a smaller box and fewer matches.
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The following table shows the retail prices, including the city duty 
or ‘‘octroi”” during the month of July, 1914, and the month of October, 
1914, and the percentage of increase: 
  

  

  

      
  

3 : Per cent 
: Prices Prices ; 

Articles. July, 1014. | October, 1014. | OF in 

83600, DEE POUNA. . Jou srecsecnrosssscottnctbes se sonhus syns $0.193-80.218 | §0.218-§0. 264 17 
Beans, Arie; Pet DORA co. Soi vices, shnenis stu ton dundinienss .035- .040 .035- .044 5 
Bel, BEE POIRA . . . r i cd. ee sre ale i eR So Caiele tae ate J132- L245 114-227 110 
Bread, irsi quality, perpoind..............c...cciceconren.s .039- .044 .052- .070 49 
Bread, second’ quality, Der POABA coc soz eninrs sino teassinns L035 .040 039- .044 10 
LR LU TEE RA he A A ALR .263- .307 .285—- .327 7 
Cheese, Parmesan; DEL POUNG oc. cet ores ca piivesne ns sunive pes 263- .307 .307- .351 15 
Chrdese, Piacenting por DOTA sr .o. ice i iia iro ee int cos .280~ .332 264- .351 *) 
Cheese, Sordinian, Der POURRA. ses ote soinsn none saan sa tnnss .193- .263 .218- .263 5 
Corn meal, Per POUAd .. cv. cevinrve insnsosnsessscon drdnssne 026- .031 026~ .035 7 
Cod fish Del DOURT. Ll hs oot ww Sumbinie ie Wimis 2a bie im ieee 088- .131 110- .153 20 
Coffee, DOLDOUNA. Jory sic veoh Bi sine ositites vain tm iis o Bu web awieins 208- .395 314- ,482 15 
Charcosl, por DOUNd cs: cv. tie e snnivanicon Sh Sr bn mn inns ch snninss »011 .011- ,013 8 
Eoes, Pel Qoz60: roses cvebitc bosin be dite nada tions vioh Se vate .170- 230 «200~ .420 78 
Fara, DELDOIMA Lo. eve iodine rts vot ne ts vss Rem vs JA77- L218 218- .264 22 
Macaroni, first quality, per pound. ........-.002-220-000= 000s .055 .059 13 
Macaroni, second quality, per pound... coc vse rveercrroiopsee .041- .045 .045- .055 16 
Mille periquant... oot. 0 sie connec tsa ssn mand .055- .063 .063- .073 15 
Olivo oil, first quality, per quart........-x--cx-20errreenneens 365- .454 .379- .502 7 
Olive oil, second quality, per quart........cenvenrurcnnnnne... 274~ .365 .274- 331 15 

I I LU A Ee I 026- .031 .055- .068 114 
Petrolenm, per quard........-..cce-vcieecncnonece nner rasan . 064 .064- .073 7 
Rico, per pound .. coors reuvrsrvussstasisoiantovnsocaste res .055- .064 .055- .068 - 4 
Potatoes, per pound... .........c.ecaz.000. ooo. o cana oe. .009- .010 .013- .017 60 
Veal, pefoound. cc. iro eo seven n res cso s sss sms a en ve .245~ 3068 28 2300 {ovsvivnvre 
Matioh; Dor pounds, J acili oi cievass ts snon ister ste rmsisn dis .218- .227 218- .245 4 
Stockfish, per pound .......>....... soiaan.dsun hobs oro, .105- .159 150- .195 31 
Pork, ne Pound... ... ci. .ce erect eco sesso besos A780 OT eter sme ne a nally vosisy 
Wheat flour, Del PONG . ee vovrsansrcrvrnsrassseccrnssvsssnans .035- .036 .036- .044 13 
Bug, Der PDOUNGl. feo me ese decors snd brits ast dvanboh a ra Feiner .132 e132 Iau. ns 

1 Decrease 2 Less than one-half of 1 per cent. 

LeeuorN, ITALY, November, 1914. 
The following table shows the prices of the principal items affecting 

the cost of living for a period just before the war and at the present 
time, together with the percentage of increase: 
  

  

  

Prices Per cent 
Articles. « before the Prosons of in- 

war. bp : crease. 

3 

Plour, Dor POUR. cre eesiness cer covncrsinmrtvnnnss sews vases vine $0. 053 £0.053: .....55.%. 
Corto, HEP DOING ov. ire iic nts ins tor snerbions vats oiare .026 2020 {-. cncinne 
Beet, fillet, Der POUR . ccecovrsnzreniercisntrersrsoncnrsonnivs $0.263- .307 { $0.263- .307 |.......... 
Beef, round, per pound........ I PE IR I .145- .237 . 263 38 
Beal, boiling, perpound. o... cece ssi Sect nvn cs cun ams sept ent. .132- .158 158- .211 27 
Sagar; per DOURGS. ior. soem ss-0sn aa terse an sss aaa Ls .132 132- .149 7 
Colles, DELDOURA.L o..: Seeuh att E lain Bure Ses peupeitRelo gs vins .491- .526 526~ .658 16 

RTT] RO SE SS WIRE Rr ne i EL get .053 $083 Tae a itLl 
Bread, pér poi - cc ee cosine cite sos sialon ste a 00s sivas miei .033- .035 .035 3 
Butler, Per vou... vse trsvrrennnerrens don seimisiore tre tooany .361 eB fees ain I 
oe Or ATI. SC ditt ee tee iat nse de Piet sis r sis boo Es .232 | 1.347- 1,386 58 
Macaroni, Der. DOURG...0e----rsincrernsroesasnrso sans rmmens .053 .058 10 
Bows, Der poTmd tens. reese sts vce ts rE Samet .044 .053 20 
Potaloes, Por DOING oct. i. ihe, ident nti di teraritine nse smal .013- .018 O13=018.1._........ 
Yard, Pel POUR. ....00-sos rss m ncn drs n vos ssn eres .219 WO tere 
Pork, Per pound... ci tvercncsorstnns ran dis snot sn nnesnnon . 237 O07 Foe se Prien 
Milk, Per Quant... cow cvnie ris s rs snre ts moiininnv met m nnn bias . 064 O04. ree 
DOTS, PET DOT. = ovo is rosa ra son sn ters seam mn ans von vein sian O35 070 | 085 1070 [canes 
Wine, Perfingk cod irrssaminei dicots snus Pon suidusimeur .154- .386 A584 386 1.......0.5 
Codfish, ried, per DOUNA... rc susmsnrensrsnvoniosn romnssnes .061- .070 .105- .132 80 
Soda, perpoatill.......cnes-cr-anaeaoas srs renter sr Seis .018 .026 50 
S08D, POL POUNG-.. o> sieve sas msn cima vusinssssm sets suns woute .088 .105 20 
Charcoal, por quinial (220.46 pOUNAS) ...cvevivornvercnrersone 2.316 2.895 25 
Coal, metric ton (2204.6 pOBRUS). .ocuvsscrvrrrpsrassnnisnsnss 11.580 13.510 17       
  

1 Same this season as at the same season last year.
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MILAN, Itavy, November 10, 191}. 
The great European war has not, as yet, appreciably affected the 

cost of living in this district. The stoppage of importation of grain 
has increased the prices of home products. 

The following table shows the principal articles affected, giving 
prices for July 29, 1914, and November 7, 1914, with the percentage 
of increase: 

FOOD PRICES AS AFFECTED BY THE WAR—ITALY. 

    
  

  

  

: i Per cent 
: Prices Prices : 

Articles. of in- July 29,1914. | Nov.7,1914. | PoC 

MN hoa, Hotlon, Dor 220 DONS... ooo. vse secs ctw svn nnons eins $5.11 $6.27 23 
VW heat, imported, per 220 pOUNAS.....cecvesinccusrresncnsnnsr 5.50 Iya, 
Floor, per 220 p0uRaAS =o cio ir i dane indi issinoe nis snnne $6.47- 6.95 $7.53- 7.83 14 
Broad, Dol 2. POURS. oo. i iin irre seems ms AS mia .085 .09 6 
Potatoes; Per 220 DOUNAS. - . voici ti rnnss cranes snivanninins ero 2.70 75 
Rice, Der 228 DOURAS. . cisins, nS bl TR on 4.05- 5.40 4.44- 5.79 8     
  

1 None imported. 

NarLEs, ITALY, November 18, 1914. 
In Naples and southern Italy, prices of some articles of domestic 

production have advanced from 10 to 20 per cent, and prices of 
imports have risen higher. To meet this situation, the Government 
has placed an embargo on practically all articles of prime necessity, 
and the municipalities have fixed maximum prices for their own 
markets. 

A comparison of the prices of certain articles in July and in Novem- 
ber, 1914, follows; also prices copied from a bulletin issued by the 
municipality of Naples fixing maximum prices for the week of Novem- 
ber 1, 1914. 
  

  

  

: : Per cent 

Artis, Er oi Nee 3 
. ’ * | increase. 

Macao Bor POUR. .ouas is a ee Sane $0. 044 §0.048 10 
Meat, Per DORA. ce. soos Fen ei oid pT eR Se cin ts wa iT be L184 .228 24 
Drea Por PORE (tcc cs. co tnis press ane ive nussnvncie dogvns .031 . 037 20 
SREP, Der POUNG. cnet cs <t seisice tir cs martin swans twin arn mie Sue # $0.123- .140 | $0.132- .149 7 
Coliee DEE BOTA cse scr sisson soon anni ininmnsrnsstnsenessunne .263- .526 .351- .614 22 
Four, Per DOU viv vsvnsvse svn cide save simone veiw seine * .033 . 039 16 
Potatoes, Per 220 POUBAS. ... oo. vce ver cies rns savant sens ssuiens 1.158 2.316 100 
SL EI I ed TS ep SRI LV ERE REE en .483 “172 40 
I ER a A LS DRE CERT .012 .039 233 
Haricot beans, Der POUNA.... iva’ 0s iva dednvsgsbnstiasobass von .011 .013 15 
ORVe oll; DOF QUATE. 2. coc Siero i Renmin saa SE . 365 411 13       
  

The following prices are copied from a bulletin dated November 1, 
1914, issued by the municipality of Naples: 
  

  

  

        

Articles. Price. Articles. Price. 

Beef, first quality, per pound....... $0.210 || Beef, year-old, second quality, per 
Beef, second quality, per pound..... L175 POURG el vais onsets tins nr inersa $0.175 
Beef, third quality, per pound...... .158 || Beef, year-old, third quality, per 
Veal, first quality, per pound. ...... . 246 QUE Lr ef aes .149 
Veal, second quality, per pound..... .219 || Pork, first quality, per pound....... .210 
Veal, third quality, per pound...... .184 || Pork, second quality, per pound.. .210 
Buffalo, first quality, per pound... .. .175 || Pork, third quality, per pound. ..... -202 
Buffalo, second quality, per pound.. .149 || Mutton, first quality, per pound. ... .114 
Buffalo, third quality, per pound. .. .123 || Mutton, second quality, per pound.. .105 
Beef, year-old, first quality, per Lamb, first quality, per pound...... .140 

POUBA. cs isirrssrnssnsnsssararsns .193 || Lamb, second quality, per pound... .123
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Articles. Price. Articles. Price. 

Macaroni, first gai, per pound... $0.057 || Rice, Japanese, second quality, per 
Macaroni, second quality, per pound. . 053 DOIN Lu 2... fn be AR snd $0.035 
Macaroni, third quality, per pound . .048 || Rice, corpetto, per pound........... L051 
Bread, white, per pound............ .037 || Potatoes, per pound......oeeeuuuuen L011 
Oliveoil, first quality, per quart. . ... 365 il Beans, per pound. .......oseeunaimen- .033 
Olive oil, second quality, per quart... <B0 Fong earn. a. $0.025- .029 
Milk,sold at dairy, per quart. ....... .073 || Bacon, in large piece, per pound. .... .184- .202 
Bread, brown, per pound........... «031 (I Balt pork, perpound ............ a 175 
Flour, No. 2, per pound. ............ .039 || Lard, first quality, per pound....... 193 
Cheese, cooking, Roman, old, per Lard, second quality, per pound. ... 17 
i A RS On Re .246 || Charcoal, first quality, par pound... 013 

Cheese, cooking, Roman, new, per Charcoal, twigs, per pound........ L011 
i RE a A ee .228 || Charcoal, scraps, per pound. .003 

Cheese, cooking, Sardinian, per Sugar, broken, per pound. .. .136 
URAL an Ne Taint ie .210 || Sugar, in squares, per pound.. .145 

Rice, Japanese, first quality, per 
PORE oss avs ts see he .039   
  

Pavermo, ITarLy, November 4, 191}. 
Sicily has not suffered greatly as yet in consequence of the war, 

in so far as the cost of living is concerned. The island is independent 
of the outside world for the greater portion of the necessaries of life. 
Coal is all imported, but charcoal and oil stoves are used largely for 
heating. 

The following list shows the increases on November 1, as com- 
pared with July 1, 1914: 

Charcoal, $0.193 per 220 pounds. 
Petroleum, $1.16 per 57 gallons. 
Sugar, $0.02 per 2.2 pounds. 
Meat, $0.05 per 2.2 pounds. 
Bread, $0.01 per 2.2 pounds. 
Macaroni, $0.02 per 2.2 pounds. 
Flour, $1.35 per 220 pounds. 

Rome, Itary, November 23, 191}. 
Byreason of the energetic measures taken by the Italian Government 

to fix maximum prices for staple commodities and to prohibit export 
of certain goods, prices have been held down to very nearly normal. 

The following table shows prices on July 15, 1914, August 8, 1914, 
and November 7, 1914. Prices on the last two named dates are 
maximum prices fixed by the Government. The percentage of 
increase on each of the last two dates over the first is also shown. 

    

  

        

Ari ey Prices rigs Pee Parent 
rticles. uly 15, ug. 8, 0%. 7, | yroronse increase 

1914. 1914. 1914. Aug. 8. | Nov. 7. 

Broad, ordinary, Der pond... ceee.s ions onn se nnns $0. 036 $0. 036 $0.00. naa, 13 
Alimentary paste (macaroni, etc.), per pound....... . 055 . 059 . 059 8 8 
Rice, mor POU. Tee iar meen ene . 050 L055 . 050 OY iia 
Potatoes, COMMON, PEL POUANT . uns svnvvnsommmnnmn L023 HL as LAG i canes 
Dried beans, Dor POURA vc te. cote csomns sams anne SOB i os ABT an 136 
Beef, first class, without bone, per pound............ . 264 . 264 200 eR a 
Beef, second class, without bone. per pound......... .209 .209 200. ta ea, 
Beef, third class, without bone, per pound.......... .168 .168 30S Jean iti. 
MLion, DOT DOURG o.oo - sie cere nn wisi man's mnt vse 155 .159 .159 3 3 
Hive ol Per Gat cana ci ie a a .369 .369 BBY fe un swlewn manner 
Bute, PEP DONNA... cue cie dvs ci meith es horoe omen sleet +350 BID 1s in ahs Sms mim mis Ee oeinis dial ies 
TAR, DET DOUII « v.cx 50.ces Bais ii knit is cnn de oe oe .182 .186 77 3 13 
Xt, DOr DOU. is nme siiruininn iv ene wisi meron .482 .482 AE sane ven mies 
Salame (sausage), per pound... euruunniiinnnnnn. .350 .350 BO A. ciaacii of. EE 
VE DOr GUT. of asta smi os hv me sen .076 .076 JOB. cena ta] RRR, 
Cheese, common, PRT PORT . cau ereiei nwo nme ers ve mes .236 .241 .245 2 4 
Cheese, Roman, a DUAR ini cient Sls aes .245 .245 ED Jen amaianon itis Annis 
Ear NPR DOURR co nnn ms esses eit i as Artin 132 .136 .136 3 3 
Coffee, roasted, per pound. .... CR RR I EE «373 «373 SD Yai sai 6 
Po POON, POY THAT oa sess cin msrp rams minh mt tm eo = .085 .085 JOBE Yin   
  

1 Decrease.
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VENICE, ITALY, November 10, 191). 
Venice is supported to a large degree by tourist travel. The war has 

curtailed this travel to a great extent, consequently hard times have 
come for a great many of the people. Food produced at home has 
not made any material advance in price, but br fuel, etc., have 
advanced considerably. Exportation of eggs and of potatoes has 
been prohibited by the Government. 

The cost of articles of food, especially the character of food con- 
sumed by the common people, has shown but little relative increase 
as a result of the war. In August there was formed a commission of 
vigilance for the regulation of the market of articles of prime necessity 
(Commussione de Vigilanza per la Regolarita del Mercato dei Genert di 
Prima Necessita). This commission has since September 1 pub- 
lished weekly a list of necessaries, together with the retail price at 
which they must be sold. The retail dealers in articles of food are 
required under penalty to keep this list posted in their shops. It has 
been published each week in the daily papers of Venice under dates 
of September 1, September 8, September 22, September 30, October 7, 
October 21, ete. 
Among other activities this commission has caused the bakers to 

agree on a uniform price of white bread of the first quality. It has 
agitated for the prohibition of the export of eggs and potatoes, and 
the exportation of these articles has now been forbidden by the 
Government. : 

The work of this commission has been effectual in keeping prices 
both moderate and uniform. : 

The lists of prices for October 5 and November 7 are shown below, 
together with the percentage of increase on each item on the last 
date over the first. The actual increase in price has been somewhat 
larger than the list would indicate, as many articles are listed with 
both the minimum and maximum price, and within these limits the 
price at which goods were actually sold has tended more and more 
toward the maximum. 

  

  

   

  

        

Articles Prices Oct. 5, | Prices Nov. 7, P Sp cont 
1914. 1914. increase. 

Ment, while, pet DONA. « vcvvenssic nuns donbnrrpavssinnssashonus $0. 021-$0. 023 | $0. 025-$0. 026 16 
Meal, yellow, Der pond... cc cv ier rn cinronchvrmesunanronarive .021- .025 .023- .026 8 
Bread, first quality, Venetian, per pound.......c.cocaoao..... .039- .043 .042- .046 6 
Bread, first quality, municipal loaf, per pound............... .039 . 042 1 
Bread, DIaclc, DerDOMHG. . «ct «sve ssieorecunsswsuesivan isn sans . 037 .039- .040 7 
DHE Of, DETAIL ocr - die cin inn es s Bvvnume ti uniires sn snisinnnne .365— .457 w305= ABT |. iseansnes 
Cotionseed oll, Der Qual... ... corer detain cai in dire «292- ,329 e202 B20 inna 
Bice Halion, per DOGS... «vo vas duos or unnvinivcn wmstimvn vans vs . , 2008 L058 |..onvavin. 
Nice, Tapanese, per DOURG. vv cin wesivnus dy mvs vwsvanvsves vv rase . v «035 JOB. .civue - 
BACON, Der POU. oo. cries sive resins rmmeniv rs ust s re rasnes JA75- “X75 So a, 
Tard, por pond. .& cia steers vas SR ener sen aan TS eed 
Beef, frst quality, PEL pound. .. J vu c visi nincascviiomcvsnssnns . . +H0~ 19% Loainiinns 
Beef, second quality, per pod. vue cisvrenv on crrsve sem meas . ‘ “123 L167 fi. nwa. 
Yoo, porbotind. ccc: cove curves ve ie re oe sms . . W100 RAB tae, 
Nutton, per DOHA. 2: oi cc nivervr vo rnnsinin ven sonnet yes «340-182 [0 Lo... 
ME DCT QUAL... oasis snir sa siitvan ve eumusnwvmmwnesinns vilvuny . ' W046 L055 [.. anvenns 

ges, dresh 000... ven rrrernrrevonns . . 029 25 
Boos, storage, eaoh. .. ou. veansiuprssss 019-021 3... 00 
Cheese, Sardinian, salt, per pound ey 5 ; PS eens iiees 
Macaroni, Italian, fine JualRy, Der pound. i. cin nnasn ey L047- .051 . 053 7 
Macaroni, Italian, less fine quality, per pound................ . 046 OIG. ane,s 
Beans, large, per pound............ Sadan vas Ann tee aS .025- .026 .028- .030 14 
Beans, smaller, Per DOI. . 5 -ime evo sos suswrine vale ss sonsivnns .035- .037 .040- .044 17 
ST POT DOH oo. dee ost samen sms wr 2 Sirs smmnma xn sai .128- -.132 .130- .132 1 
Coffee, Santos, per POURA. . . . .. race teers nsnassnnrennunsns .208- .316 +208 1.316 |..annsnvse 
EB Oln00s, DEL DORI i. se onesciinimncnnnss snimnsnnnnbnnnsnns sien .011- .012 .018 54 
Firewood Iagols, per BURBIE. Lu. lees sar sd dangvans sa ivans .017- .019 JIT JHE. .iaeiune 
Xinqung wood, per bundle...... Pe UL Saree eC A .039- .048 “O50 48 fu sure nn rn 
Charcoal of soft Wood, Por Pond. .. vives ss vravsnrenvanssvaes .014- .015 cORd= O15 Jen siunneme 
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NETHERLANDS. 

Shortly after the outbreak of the war the Dutch legislature amended 
the law of August 28, 1851, on the right of eminent domain, extending 
its provisions so as to permit of the seizure and sale of ordinary com- 
modities of consumption in order to prevent excessive increases in 
prices. This amendment of August 3, 1914 (Statsblad No. 251), 
reads as follows: : 

1. As soon as there is danger of war, the mayors (Burgemeesters) may, by authoriza- 
tion of the minister of agriculture, industry, and commerce, seize immediately and 

without any formality foodstuffs, raw and manufactured, commodities of household 
use, and fuels. j 

The commodities seized in this manner shall be placed by the mayors at the dis- 

posal of the population at prices not exceeding the rates to be fixed by the aforesaid 

minister. 
The amount of indemnification shall be fixed by two appraisers and a warrant will 

be delivered to the owner of the articles, good for the average price realized. 
The warrants shall form a liability of the city where the seizure has taken place and 

shall be paid as soon as possible. 
The appraisers shall be appointed by the mayor. 

2. If the owner of the commodities in question is prepared to keep them at the 

disposal of the public at the prices fixed by the minister, the seizure may be waived. 
3. The minister may order the mayor of a designated city to seize special kinds or 

quantities of the above-mentioned commodities and place them partly at the dis- 

posal of the mayor of some other city at the prices and in such manner as may be 
fixed by the minister. 

4. Forage is included among the above-mentioned commodities. 

In conformity with the above law several maximum-price lists 
have been issued. The following table may serve to show the prices 
fixed by the first decree issued and those of the most recent one for 
the principal commodities affected. These prices are applicable only 
as to commodities of ordinary quality while higher prices are charge- 
able for special qualities. Many municipalities have found it possible 
to charge lower prices than those fixed in any instance. 

MAXIMUM PRICES OF ARTICLES OF FOOD AND COMMODITIES OF HOUSEHOLD USE 
IN THE NETHERLANDS, AS FIXED BY DECREES, DATED AUG. 4, 1914, AND FEB. 3, 

1915." 

[Source: Maandschrift van het Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek. The Hague, 1914, Vol. 9 (August), 
pp. 625, 626; 1915, Vol. 10 (February), pp. 194, 195.) 

  

  

  

            

Decree,| Decree, : Decree,; Decree, 
Articles. Aug.4,| Feb.3, Articles. Aug.4,| Feb.3, 

1914 1915 1914 1915 

Coffee, Santos, per pound......... $0.212 | $0.212 || Bread, white, milk, per pound....|........ $0. 047 
Collen, Java, perpound.....ccce-ofonivsss .255 || Bread, white, half milk,perpound.|........ .044 
Cofiee, Preanger, per pound ...... 10) RE Se Bread, white, water, per pound...|........ .040 
Ton, perpound, ...caveennomesnss 300 Bread, brown, per pound......... $0. 036 . 036 
Sugar, white, refined, per pound..| .100 .100 || Bread, rye, per pound............ .033 aM) 
Sugar, brown, per pound ........ .100 .100 || Rice, other than Java, per pound.| .046 .046 
Sitap, per Pound... os vse rarensn . 064 .055 || Wheat, hulled, cleaned, per pound.| .051 .058 
Flour ryo, pot poun@....- cc -.. .046 .046 || Buckwheat, hulled, cleaned, per 
Flour, wheat, per pound ......... . 046 . 046 POONA ct irl cniuion sin fie Tor niswa ia . 046 .055 
Flour, buckwheat, per pound ....| .046 05% {i Oatmeal, perpound.:........cone =. .046 .055 
Bread, white, per pound ......... JO40 Beans, brown, per pound......... .055 . 046 

1 Not reported.
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MAXIMUM PRICES OF ARTICLES OF FOOD AND COMMODITIES OF HOUSEHOLD USE 

IN THE NETHERLANDS, AS FIXED BY DECREES, DATED AUG. 4, 1914, AND FEB. 3, 

1915—Concluded. 

    

    

   

Decree,| Decree, Decree,| Decree, 
Articles. Aug.4,| Feb. 3, Articles. Aug. 4,| Feb. 3, 

1914. 1915. 1914. 1915. 

Peas, per Ppouiid . lavas sini adens £0.055 || Cheese, Edam and Gouda (20 per 
Potatoes, per pound.............. $0.013 .013 cent cream), per pound. ...... .-lsueauaas $0.128 
Soll, Per Hound... cienrecinsn- .016 .016 || Cheese, Friesland, spiced, 
Butiér, per pound ........c.0-.-- .274 .319 Per POUhl 5 . .oe.oi eee  s .109 
Qleopmarearios, per pound........ .182 .182 || Cheese, Leyden, Delft, with cara- 
Cheese, Gouda, full cream, May- way seed, per pound ae LL .201 
September, ripe, State branded, Butter, oil, per quart............. $0. 240 .240 
Per pound... ai eae 228 I Rapeoil,perquart........:-.... .190 .219 

Cheese, Gouda, full cream, May- Soap, soft, green or yellow, 
September, per pound..........|........ L219 per pound Sten en mma a aa .044 .047 

Cheese, Gouda, full cream, green, Soda, per pound... ............ .013 .013 
State branded, per pound.......|........ .191 || Petroleum, per gallon ............ .169 .169 

Cheese, Gouda, green, perpound..|........ .182 || Vinegar, white, per flask ......... 2080 Yuo..oate 
Cheese, Edam, May-September Coke, porbushel........:.0...... 3 Von 

(40 per cent cream), per pound. .|........ .201 || Coal, anthracite, stove, nut II, 
Cheese, Edam, green (40 per cent verbushel. ... oc. i ari, I MA 

cream), por pound .. . cv. r ale aves .182 || Coal, anthracite, stove, nut III, 
Cheese, Gouda (40 per cent : porbashel........... cic. vimion I to speriy 

Cream), Pr PouNG . «ne. on. vont a els oe .173 || Coal, anthracite, factory, baker’s, 
Cheese, Edam and Gouda (30 per etc. per bushel... ..... bs murs ABB 

cent cream), per pound... ....{c cess ssn . 146 :               

As a part of its efforts to check the potential rise in prices the 
Government took over the entire stock of wheat, and in conformity 
with a special law of August 3, 1914 (Statsblad, No. 344),' prohibited 
the export of cheese, butter, and bread, the latter in so far, however, 
as might be not inconsistent with the need of aiding any people near 
the border who might otherwise be unable to obtain bread. The 
military authorities were charged with the oversight of such export 
of bread over the neighboring border. 

For carrying out the provisions of the law relative to the sale and 
export of grain special Government bureaus were created. Local 
provincial and municipal committees regularly correspond and co- 
operate with the central Government in following and studying the 
movement of the supply and demand of commodities. 

By January, 1915, there was complaint that the supply of wheat 
was getting somewhat limited and advice was sent to the munici- 
palities to husband it by directing the use of wheat flour only in com- 
bination with the coarser grains, rye, etc.? Some municipalities had 
already forbidden the use of unmixed wheat flour in the making of 
bread.? 

The American consuls in the Netherlands report that retail prices, 
by November, 1912, had risen much less than wholesale prices. This, 
it was thought, indicated that dealers were charging only a moderate 
advance on the stocks they had on hand in the early part of the war, 
  

1 Maandschrift van het Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek. The Hague, 1914, Vol. 9 (September), p. 700; 

(October), p. 843. 

2 Idem, Vol. 10 (January), 1915, p. 111. 

3Idem, Vol. 9 (October), 1914, pp. 842, 843.
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but as these stocks had to be replenished at the higher wholesale 
rates, retail prices would show a sudden and pronounced advance. 
In such necessaries as meats and vegetables, little or no increase in 
price had taken place, as the supply produced within the Nether- 
lands was abundant. Index numbers of 27 principal commodities 
were recently prepared by the Dutch statistical office and are here 
subjoined. They are based on prices furnished by 6 cooperative 
concerns. 

RELATIVE PRICES OF 27 ARTICLES OF FOOD AND HOUSEHOLD COMMODITIES IN THE 

NETHERLANDS, AUGUST, 1914, TO FEBRUARY, 1915. 

[Source: Maandschrift ‘van het Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek. The Hague, 1915, Vol. 10 (March), 

Pp. 292.] 

(Prices in July, 1914=100.) 

  
  

  

  

  

1914 1915 

Articles. = 

Aug. | Bept. | Oct. { Nov.'| Tee. Jan. Feb. 

Beans, Drown... 50a a, ot ain 102 112 115 317 117 115 112 
DANS, WO essai ains rhs arene as asia 102 70 80 81 81 81 83 
COS Ot. CL. a ss tiara bas he Tenn 100 96 94 96 98 100 100 
Wheat! uilled,eleaned... oo aie scans 106 112 115 1214 121 121 121 
Buckwheat, hulled, cleaned................... 104 119 127 138 138 150 158 
Oke, Tutlled, CIoan00 «anus it rean meer amnndvns 100 94 97 97| 100] 103 106 
Cheese, with caraway seed......... ccvvueeee- 100 97 98 102 100 106 106 
Cheese; whole ilk... ..o. nis aes 103 97 98 102 103 104 107 
Coffee irs rs i alin dha gt 100 101 101 102 102 104 103 
Oldpmaraarine,. huss so, a a 100 100 102 107 106 106 106 
BOND, IR ih ce sede i ba ti ti an 105 100 105 114 114 132 136 
on head rr ee 105 114 114 124 114 119 124 
Blot, biickwWheat. cu. -re aii ie eiade eens 104 109 113 109 113 122 126 
Buber atl a il ei sana ba 103 106 108 108 110 113 121 
Do afent Ol). .oo a end a ra a 104 106 115 115 118 121 132 
Rael aac. a ana raise sae ne 102 103 104 108 108 110 121 
RAC os ne sr a a I sag wei aE 103 106 108 108 In 113 108 
LO a SRE SR LIE Sa le 100 120 120 120 120 120 120 
Saree. a ee ri seri aR res 100 103 103 103 106 106 110 
SS ID: eres ties sim bes mie Ale wea ie an cs ame wm a 100 100 100 100 100 100 104 
SHear, tweed... oll ee. es 104 108 110 106 106 106 108 
Sugar, granulated... ...x.. oo ose eet naan as 104 108 109 106 104 106 106 
fed. ve tale a eS 100 101 103 102 102 103 103 
Nomoto. nT 106 115 118 132 138 141 150 
Soap, Britishywhite. co. o.oo iil ni 100 100 100 100 102 109 115 
BOI, SHEEN Boll... crocs renerrres isis semen 100 100 105 110 119 124 124 
BE re eran ia a ses ea 112 112 112 112 112 112 112 

Al articles olin nas. Sars sr tt. 102 102 104 106 106 109 311                 

Reports from the American consuls at Amsterdam and Rotterdam 
follow: 

AMSTERDAM, NETHERLANDS, November 9, 1914. 
The following list of articles, entering largely into the cost of living, 

are all that have been advanced in price in consequence of the exist- 
ing war. Prices are shown for July 31, 1914, and October 31, 1914, 
with the percentage of increase.
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Ppi : Per cent ‘Ariiilos. I tions Wy 31, Prise Dik 31, of 

2 ? increase. 

Bons, POT QUE ener rovlen oe mies st are biae rh wenn ein min $0.105 $0. 132 26 
Bread, per pound dont... .. o.oo ae se dss ma Sa .05 .06 20 
Buller, per pom... co as ATR ie daa si .28 .36 29 
Cheese, S000, Per PORIMY. .. «vi: cones suis sis dad nrasmnins sicnprns .20 .24 20 
FO OO, . fle arama imme om 7 rein vs wn we a a Ee ES ep WW .038 .044 16 
OT, POW, DELO, oc tn cea ssn vi aa rsa ats 2s ae .50 .52 4 
Hom, cooked, PET POBIB-- -. co. coms arde inns essa ganinsnn so .54 .56 4 
Ira Dor POUR... oS i er ra Tees ster fant .18 .22 22 
Margarine, per pound 18 .20 11 
Milk, per quart. ...c...-.. 038 L057 50 
Onions, per quart......... PY L017 L022 33 
PO 0S DOr POUR... oi 12 rd a weir sn eigen mm rr 211 .282 33 
Bice, por pound... c-cd TR . 048 . 060 25 
Salt, Dor Potnd. . «se ve dedi rrr mee ea wh Sn ee .016 .020 25 
SIISE36, PEP. POTD . oes viv £3 nnmsic wnt ain wn Sis re dn pte n db wig Shin .212 L224 6 
Soar, umd, Per POT... Soon ence That sn rw sr Ss wo 132 .130 16 
Sugar, granulated, Per POA... os. cou ce sis immimim ma erie eo . 100 .108 8 
Susar, light brown, per pound... ..cccovencninsnansrscasnnnss .112 .120 Z 
0 DCL PONNG. un ss sarc sioitie sms i vis mnisnie seit sya de a Slaw = ies $0. 40- 1. 150 $0. 50— 1.250 13       
  

RorTERDAM, NETHERLANDS, November 10, 1914. 
The war has caused a material advance in the prices of all com- 

modities except bread, fresh meats, and vegetables. Bread has not 
increased because the price is fixed by the Dutch Government. Fresh 
meat and vegetables have not advanced because of the plentiful 
stock of cattle and large quantities of vegetables in the Netherlands, 
which are not only quite sufficient to feed the inhabitants, but also 
to allow exportation. 

Such groceries as macaroni, oatmeal, cocoa, cereals, etc., have 
increased in price from 10 to 15 per cent, some going as high as 40 
per cent. Kggs have doubled in price, now selling at 60 cents per 
dozen. Hard coal has advanced 40 per cent. 

RUSSIA. 

In Russia, as elsewhere, the outbreak of war was followed by a 
sharp rise in prices, apparently due in the main to panic. The Gov- 
ernment at once placed an embargo upon all foodstuffs, and the 
municipalities! fixed maximum prices for the most necessary food- 
stuffs. These measures had a steadying influence, the prices of 
domestic products either remaining normal, or in some instances 
sinking below their usual level. The price of imported articles rose 
sharply; but these are not used largely by the masses of the people. 

The effect of the war upon the cost of living varies so much from 
place to place that it is difficult to make any general statement. 
Apparently in the central portions of Russia prices rose but little, but 
Warsaw, being almost within the war zone, experienced sharp fluctua- 
tions in prices; while in Tiflis, which, lying in the extreme southeast 
of Russia, is presumably much affected by the proximity of Turkey, 
there was a serious rise in the cost of necessaries. 
  ——y 

1 See especially reports from the U. S. consuls at Moscow, Petrograd, Tiflis, and Warsaw, given below.
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Reports from the American consuls at Moscow, Petrograd, Riga, 
Tiflis, and Warsaw follow: 

Moscow, Russia, November 16, 1914. 
The embargo placed upon practically all foodstuffs, at the beginning 

of the war, together with prompt and energetic measures on the 
art of the municipal authorities, prevented an appreciable rise 

in the prices of all such articles produced in Russia. At first there 
was a sharp rise, not due to the economic effect of the war, but to 
its psychological influence. The Government's action, however, in 
preventing the exportation of food supplies, and the regulation of 
prices in the city councils, interfered with the plans of the dealers, 
who had expected to benefit by the changed conditions. 

The following table shows the prices of those articles controlled 
by the city for pug 1 and November 1, 1914, with the percentage 
or increase on the latter date: : 

    

  

  

: : Per cent Artistas) Dries Aug. 1 Pro on x of 

x increase. 

Maeareens, Per DOME SC. sec tee es oe vn ss Cen enn seh $0. 055-80. 100 | $0. 055-80. 065 123 
Peassicay, petpommd. cco Ln. en Co a alse, + 220- .605 .275- .700 18 
Dens RUAN Ber DOURG.L or end Sl sf hs ven sn »135--.190 L165 .190 9 
Mustard, Sarepisky, per pounder eee .220- .330 .165- .290 117 
Mushrooms, White, Der POURRA. Cu. iu ii ii danas ass rns Sonn an .880- 1.100 .455- .880 133 
Cacao, Russian grind, per pond... cali soon Bal oy .550—- .820 .850- .660 112 
Cacdo, imported grind, per DONA. vnc. octane sna eat iid .385— . 660 .820- 1.210 94 
Fert, DICH, DOT DOTA ves. noes etme: tive secternas srr anes J710- 1.700 (710-710 
Coffee, certain grades, er Ponta. es «250- .600 .330- .650 15 
Mustard ofl, perpound.......................L ao... oVaao .165- .220 .165- .200 15 
Cottonseed ofl:por 36.1 poands o.oo. a ea 2.800 2.580 18 
Olive oll, Per BONA. . coi fede tr dite etal cna ave ah nan 33 — 44 .33 — .465 3 
mR DR er a Re a CS el .25~ .38 .26 - .385 2 
Honey, bosh, Per DOURAE oi ci i cdr sa aside sana .065- .09 W005= - 00 liicensanss 
Almonds  DErDOERA cicie vr vie ns vines sot sin woninetuoe rs ninine ui .33 ~ .485 27 = "475 19 
Neost, Dor Dot. ...-c loinc i snien trivia tures ee die ds veel «25 ~- .33 .30 - .33 9 
Pepper, White, Der DOUNG: sxc dvete tives dosnninenssrcanmen sin 275 37 .55 - .60 78. 
Pepper, black, Der pound. cu. fai ives tii et ie snr ces .25- .33 +50 72 
Pepper, cayenne, por pouliQ... vc ocivinvasedvasivessirsns ies .083- .10 
Bice, best, por DORR cc oh. Cc ete re rere apenas .085- .09 
Bago, Bostoviky, DEL DOUNA. . ci cvcearnecvessonvsansidt sifu lie .06- .00 
Sugar, ump per DORA Cc do viens drive ted conan smmnisnsnrane .078 
Susar, SAW, Per DOURA edu ch oc Rul dese tuna benies ne fan samt .083 
Sagar, eronulated, perpounfl.. . tail can iu li nN ns, .065 
Suar, Syrup, per 38.11 DOUNAS...... ci res Sma es 1.50 - 2.00 
NV Norhr POP BOLO. oie iiiiinni tama sisies done Snis veda masini .045- .075 
Sausave holed, Por PONG. ieei i oii a TS eee .125- 270 
GraDeS, PEL POURA. c Lviusoiinvrsssrisesmownieindenimesaindviamsl 175- .33 
TOONS, DOL QOZEN. .,  eion clos sine Mian ssn rv Bama vn snp ba .30 - .48 
Apples, Hussian, per QOZEN cucu. coded vn tu sa bE TI) .09 - .48 
ADDlos, ‘Cashkent, per d0Zen. . civ. ous ctor sl crt dnacn gms suics .24 - .90 
AviichOkes, PEP dOZEN uo. iis convrntsminineswnnnisldan treats women .30 - 1.20 
Dussinn dry Deans, Por DONNA... . coves rvs nse mmsina tot a mmiivns .055- .065 
oreo LOrITDR DOr OZON. iat cides ine Sasi slain Sans o wis sh sn wml Sn a des ste 
SWeel POLAtoss DOr POUL. oo iv een canoe. iy sass nana near neseD os I ee aasl 
Head (abbage, Por dozen. oc vrumeiiio is vocetnmihe ses an tans «30 ~ .60 
TE RTE IT i i Be SI Rr Sn .60 - 1.20 
Potatoes; Per bushel. coe ve dois sia a po 21 
Ftckloborry, per 20.11 DOUNAS.. . oo 1 ai iene sn nnsnninm es od 1.60 ~ 2.00 «60 - .70 164 
Parsley, per A «17 =.20 J5- 50 76 
CelorY bor MINAIOA eee iit rena si ec nr ris omsainnesanrnsne .25- .375 “30-75 68 
Onions, PEL DUSHe). oi. futne sna che nv uns von tan paar semi Tadnes . 52 «35 | 133 
Carrots, Por hindred.., oo seine sovnasnrmsmmeniss sions den .15- .38 Jd5- .25 125 
Cuctimbers, pickled, per Dundred..cccioveiseennrsssnsrnesnnes +40 - .50 «25 = 40 128 
RQithes, POF GOON furor vsnnsuivnee samba snnssso assrames 12 - .36 12 OB een 
Tarnips, per hundred. ........coeicreccnlitvirennsinnen atone .25 - .50 02 Bl rete. 
SNES POT DOUND, ori or conc snrsie os smsnsgets ar nemo nes dunes .04- .08 08- .11 58 
Beets, Por HRHIAred.. cern des ai bain smn ons wn add sbi ews 15 - .38 15- .30 115 
ASBITAvUS, POrPOtNG. a. oes ae rT EL area gen 222 1.10 teciomennne 
GATE, DOr DOM. or aie cinsn ress smein ven snsans s Luba vomas .055— .11 .065- .085 19 
SDH DOT DORAN. ceeroinrcns onbn sis ven dnb esis sian seni .04- .075 .055- .085 22 
Tons lovse, perpormd.. Lo. ea a .025 ELE, 
Pens, MOGI, DOr POUNAs. . oceiissarosns sissassbesansns tion .023 0       

1 Decrease. 2 Less than one-half of 1 per cent.
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Articles. rit, Ase 1, Prices Nov. 1, 
1914. 

Per cent 
= 50f 
increase. 

  

Peas, fine; perpound............. i ECR VIE BC ERTL AR Cr 
Peas, Dest, Der PONG... oii o le yracueivninnhnasasnrsrngesbnne 
Ogts, ordinary; per36. 1 pounds. col... van nis ian nvntene 
Wheat, Per 36. EL DOUNAS. «coca ci Btrns iuans sunavnminsiindinss 
Ryo, per 30. DONS, . cc. ooh ria i rr senda h Sane See 
Barley, per 36.11 pounds............. ra 
Buckwheat, per 36.11 pounds........ 
Semoule (semolina), per 36.11 
Peeled barley, per 36.11 pounds 
Oatmeal, per 36.11 pounds........... ih 
Pearl barloy, per 30.11 poumds. .... i. iin dase sin tava nn 
Whent flour, Per 36.11 POTAS. .. i. eenene si ivsviipnaene 
Byeflouw per 30 NL PoaRAS. Soc. cL Se eae en 
e080, 080 oi. a. rasta nee ner rh is Fee nba tana Ey 

turkeys, enol... coer i cds aE hrs dnd 
CaPORS, CAH. ca euniesraven nanan mn een crree ase arias ans 
ChiCkonS, OOeR, Lo. pe dacdas Thanns~ sadon snob sons Cowes dade 
Pat pullets, ench.... uvosvem ied scin envi sicieicsesvniinnaivns 
DOORSOCT Loos rss cuts o tes onquinveiss hrs ssl dir vas sans nus 
Wo0deoeks, €aeh. ...cruuenernrienn inser ir aea aren 
Pariridoes, Por Pal... cco ie tecnica ites savas vsa nanan 
‘Woodhens, per pair.............. Fr Tents aR sR eS Cepia 
Capers (cock of the woods), per pair 
Ores, CO. sav svc ti swinn nd ennien sn sednns Tenn nse suns sas snns 
Tenderloin, per pound...... 
Roast meat, per pound..... 
First-grade meat, per pound.. 
Second-grade meat, per poun 
Mutton, per pound....... Saice 
Vn) chops, Bor POU. ci dvaisrcniisustsaassnmnses 
Port, DOSt, DET DOM is + yoscnessnoseinsnses asm orion oe 
Westphalinn him, pef pound. noi... lilac ict vannnvrnnsns 
AH, Per UATE. «vrs n nna srs nse si Re reve vss we on See 
Croat, Por QUAEE.. cvvice crsidaiiori tons vssennnsvasn savas 
Butter, Russin, best, per pom... 0... ociviaoniv anne 
Butior, TINIE, DED POUR. «vain sili iran rears sa a 
Butter, Lilond, per Dotmd. cc. vc ooo fanaa dann aude 
Butter, 851ied, Host, DOr POUR iii... siti ot ca vinivn vian snus 
Butter, joresporiyperpoimidi dc co... .c cia tisassnsan asi deliae. 
Cheose, DRI, PEP DONA. coi c invita sir sia vn ivani nes 
Cleese, SWist, BEL DOBRA: ccc Bc cis ai sedi vans Henman 
Charcoal, DAL TOT. co crise sven cotin cel aT reas nns spovmn sine buss 
Cool, OrQInary,; Bol Io eee cov setiiasTisnnrinnmres rns savy snnslbanes 
An{hracite, DELEON acne ceive ictninat uns ssanpessnnneann soni 
Wood, frst arade, PEPOorA. ccc. ius- ita h a aasinsnsnns Seveile 
Wood, second grade, per cord............. cia terse Ae sa   

        

  

    

  
  

1 Decrease. 

Of the articles on which prices are not controlled by the city: 
Drugs increased from 10 to 500 per cent. 
Wine increased 20 per cent. 
Dry goods increased from 5 to 15 per cent. 
Ready-made clothing increased from 15 to 20 per cent. 
Shoes increased from 10 to 15 per cent. 
Coffee increased from 25 cents to $1 per pound. 
Tobacco increased 10 cents per pound. 

PETROGRAD, RUSs1A, November 7, 1914. 
The cost of living in Petrograd has not changed to any great 

extent since the declaration of war. 
When the war began it looked as if the 

soar, but the Russian Government took t 
rices of necessaries might 
e matter in hand and on 

August 8 a notice was published by the Gradonachalnik of Petrograd 
setting forth the maximum prices that might legally be charged for 
necessaries. Agents of the police were ordered to watch the market, 
and merchants were fined if found selling any of the commodities 
named at a higher price than designated. This steadied the market 
at once and prevented excesses.
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The following table shows the approximate prices of necessaries 
before the declaration of war and at the present time, with the per- 
centage of increase. 

  

  

  

Per cent 
Articles. July, 1914, 2 3, YI 

eo increase. 

a DODO see vs ruin cin vo nia wi os rein wine Td alse id ne i $0.10 -$0.135 | $0.10 -$0.12 16 
Tillett ol heel, Por POUT... coe cv Penne e so td sean eae sis enim inin .20 - .30 2030 }...c0nsis 
Nol, DOL DOURG.... vcore msm san ad em =f nimn So iets sn Th ST 12-24 JA15- 1225 16 
Mit iON, PO POHTIG we vie corr smm nine nics ime siemens = 51, Fn ee .00 - .18 08 ~ .16 111 
DOK, PRL DOH. cote ss smite iin it mute wn ween ssoim wis gr binia ymin sins .10- .18 10 - .165 15 
Blam, DOL POLINA cali cern mrmes ne cme see Fanon s meme a amr .225- .30 30 ~ .45 43 
Buiter Litchen, par penned... cc ita donna il cee ae S18 - 24 20 - 24 5 
Butior. able, POF DOUG. «coven sovs cons ge doit sow ad ond dna oa .30 - .40 B= MD Fen 
Pontos, perPoed... col etm ole llr .09 +09 la .nondrad, 
Cavior, per Sant (3 POUNA) vc usnnvei sic sous sini des its 3.00 —- 4.00 2.00 - 2.50 1.36 
OS DIO As ie os oa bie comteis wd Sie moh vile SE Fem RE a 14 - 024 Jd2- .20 116 
MN Der Har OS quaniS)s a a 05 ~ 075 AF = O05 fm i vammis 
Cream, per Ter (1.05 QUars). . .. .. eee co i tae a ot on 12 - 24 A= Aims 
Kerosene, Der PONG. Sori or di ed de i igs vin erst Smt mae .02 .025 25         

1 Decrease. 

Chickens, ducks, and geese have decreased in price. 
Cab fares have increased. 
Furnished rooms have advanced in price. 
All grades of coffee have advanced 2% cents per pound, and sugar 

has advanced 1 cent to 2 cents per pound. : 
Merchants who formerly delivered goods free, now charge 20 cents 

to 40 cents for deliveries. 
A translation of the notice fixing maximum prices for various 

necessaries in the markets of Petrograd follows: 

GOVERNMENT PROCLAMATION. 

Notice is herewith given to the population of this city that until 
further orders the following maximum prices are fixed for the retail 
sale of the following necessaries of life in this city and its suburbs: 

1. Tcherkask meat, first quality, per pound................... $0. 185 
Tcherkask meat, second quality, per pound................ 12 
Tcherkask meat, third quality, per pound.................. .10 

2. Flour, rye, highest grade, per pood (36.11 pounds) .......... . 805 
Flour, coarse-grained, rye, per pood (36.11 pounds) ......... . 695 
Flour, grist, rye, per pood (36.11 pounds)................... . 61 

3. ‘Bread, baked, black, perpommd......cc.irioiinnrinnnnasss .015 
Bread, hili white, perpound ... a. ui. ona isdinn anna ais .017 
Bread, while, 10Y POU vc. ceri ess cmon rr os domi cuss ss ts a . 03 

4. French bread, as heretofore, according to order of 1895. 
5. Peeled barley per Ppobmd. . ;...iich acne cls cui snssaiines .025 

Poor] barley, per Poti. oveinnn an sans cnn sss bende bie . 027 
Onts, gronl, Pr PORN. ones ianctinnceas sms apm ihn .03 
Buckwheat verpound. Soc. 0... sai, . 025 
Millet, Por DONIC. oc crabs iiss seins ania s = has Se ans Sree .025 

6. Butler, ctomm, Per pout. ...canrainsssns cr snnnsays savin de . 30 
Butler, table, Por POMIT. avis cesium sans simnn vins on sin didn snmp .24 
Butter, ‘cooking, per pound.....cc.eenee. LL. Lor hie .322 

7: Boos Birsle or MH). one svn insicne c nia sib ah ns i Wha ie Cc 1b 
Froas seconds por RO... . ri rr sa ess i san ran .14 
Bons, TIRES, POT HO. i ovevervs rnin siuns mans psmins soit aie .125 

Be Pos, POC POU cute rvs was cgmniy nisi denn pin Fr pins so fies .03 
9, Macaroni, ordinary, per pound... ec. vie cnn amen snmnnesas . 045 

Macarond, best, Per pound. .. cx cic rine orinrnsnnrsirninsns . 06
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10. Milk, fresh, per bottle (13 pints). ..cevuee. cue innnisaivaness $0. 05 
Milk, homogenized or sterilized, per bottle (14 pints)........ L075 

Hl. Rice, per pound... ..cciie conv rns sana snvspnssn vs vunsiony . 045 
12. Qats, best, per sack (216.66 pounds).........cccovvveueenn.. 3.75 

Oats, ordinary, per sack (216.66 pounds). ........cccaueun.. 3.10 
13. Keromene, per pout. Loco nconeacevnivr vest srmamsnsrssnnsnss .05 
14. Vegetable oil, sunflower and flax, per pound. .............. .08 

(Signed) Maj. Gen. Prince OBOLENSKY, 
: Gradonachalnik of Petrograd. 

July 26 and August 8, 1914. : 

Rica, Russia, November 7, 1914. 
The following table shows retail prices in Riga in November, as 

compared with quotations at the end of July last. Percentage of 
increase is also shown: 

    

  

   
   

    

: : Per cent Articles. ries} uy 31, Poy, 5, of 

2 : increase. 

BH Or DOr POM. 2... fei con se ea nme mm $0. 228-80. 285 | $0. 228-$0.285 |.......... 
Flour, Per BB POTS . cc vai vine sis sont mandn ew nwa ee 3.516- 3.83 5.745 56 
Sk, Per ZaliON. .cciaeie cc sansa ne «234 . 202 25 
Potatoes, per 112 pounds 1.183 . 946 120 
Sugar, per pound....... . 068 .074- 085 17 
Mutton, per pound. .091- 102 .068- 08 123 
Von, DOr POTHIN eves vive sen iss v wk po mnie sins mp sin we msm ia .102- [16 302 6. B.., msn 
Doe] DOr POI od ce mio pS re ne Pine mind wn .102- 125 dB ADR. ncinnens 
00S DET QOZBNA. . oeigu evn coin smite ne 4 2 2 nin alemdar wine «185-247 e185 2M {eevnvrrnn 
Bopper, Per PONG caves uns siinnnss ss suntan Emeeea sm veal .228- *, 256 .570- .684 159 
Collet, POT POIITL.Y: . vo sonar vara ie dS mmm wn mee a tm .256- .399 .370- 456 26 
Bice, DEL POMINA . .. Lc va morn nwinis sive vein mss win sntm wnse minmmon #5 .034- .080 | .102- ,074 54     

1 Decrease. 

Trrris, Russia, December 7, 1914. 
The prices of provisions as established by the local authorities aver- 

age 20 per cent higher since the war began than for the same period 
in 1913. Meat, poultry, vegetables, and fruit of good quality, how- 
ever, range from 20 to 100 per cent higher than the Government 
prices. The highest increase is noted in the cost of coffee, chocolate, 
and imported groceries. 

The following table shows the prices on some commodities before 
and since the outbreak of the war, with the percentage of increase: 

  

  

  

   

  

    

: Per cent 
Articles. Pricesiniore Present prices. of 

. increase. 

Sugar, per funt (.903 Pound) ees ale WH i end A we oie Sr $0.07 $0. 145 107 
Flour, Brat grade, Per DMYBL. .. .. .« ccccinamaninnivn sine mamivtms vin 5.23 6.32 21 
Flour, second grade, Per DAITEL. . ...... cuca cogrncsummncnce a 4.79 5.77 20 
Flour, thivd grado, Por DOITEL. ccc vx x tx ens cau siomomrrammmnnnss 4.36 5.50 26 
AT Me LE TE RR A SRT RNP 1.38 1.66 20 
Corn, POT TOD DOUNAS «conver. sso cionnian unvr due ewntnn inn vata in 1.25 13 
Barley, Der 100 DONA. . -.  -irseames cgiton ssc nsins sung enimnnld 1.11 1.47 33 
Oats, Per 100 POURS. . ... coca s vse Tin bas tise dehy es 1.38 1.66 20 
Beans, Der M0 DOUIMS. o-oo ns veins vis dais sat Sn enero sn .89 .50 144 
Hay, per ton of 2,000 pounds................. 7.20 9. 97 38 
Anthracite coal, per ton of 2,000 pounds... 13.85 16. 62 20 
‘Wood, per cord...... 8.21 13. 06 59 
Charcoal... ......... Sl nA ed saan AR ered 250 
pth I Se PC CE Se FL ei SM PST Ci 20     

1 Decrease.
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Warsaw, Russia, November 7, 1914. 
Prices of all kinds of food products rose rapidly at the outbreak of 

the war, but later receded somewhat. Speculation was checked by 
the energetic measures taken by the Government. In October when 
the Germans approached to within 25 miles of Warsaw, prices again 
advanced. 

The following table shows the present retail prices for the principal 
food products and other commodities in Warsaw, as compared with 
the prices prevailing before the war. The percentage of increase is 
also shown. 

  

  

  

    

      
  

: Per cent 
Articles. Dries Present prices. of 

: increase. 

Tye broad, perpound, oo eas. ol i se i a sa se $0.033 | $0.04 -80.044 27 
Rt De a Se RE a ean ae .05 L077- ,102 79 
OULIer, DET DOUG coi. casi i sie Tussin nm wapis oC perm he a wie bia $0. 286- .344 .420- .456 40 
Eggs, each......... SooSer ital ry oh sine ee pi .01 02 - .025 125 
Beef, medium quality .126 .160 27 
Tenderloin, per poun ae 5% LA71-,200 «256 38 
Yea, DrDoc ccc we ptnildst nts = .142 . 200 41 
Pork, DCEPOURG. ozs onc ssssmcinssnnsssionsa snes tosmassnde JA11- ,142 +171- 7.200 46 
Fish, live, per pound «171 .289- 344 85 
Young chickens, eae. .2.c.vove cic ntcor ecole sitive os .15 .31 107 
Bowls, largesizeseanh. .. no . sr aden ea .41 .72 - 1,000 110 
Bacon, smoked, or bound. os. ne . 156 .183- .194 21 
Fon, Per DOTHWI G2. costes idi ee cli drm ne tt ss dine cena Prt oree .033 .056- .067 83 

HLL DL 1 Ee Se ee Me ME ee .011 .033- .056 300 
Sugar pdrpound loc NE oan ae, .081 .091- ,097 16 
Tatd Per Dounce Do atte Sid rs sie TT Tee L144 . 183 27 
Peas, dried, per pound..... ER . 067 .091 37 
Herrings, salt, each...... ve Shy ot .017 .056- .086 323 
Coal, per 100 pounds... gh .32 1.40 338 
Wood, per 100 pounds. 2 .50 . 86 72 
Petroleum, per quart...... . 06 .085 42 
1 2undry-503p, Der OUR sucvevrivrecusnrcncss hides essnvnos .07 11 57 
LE AR Rg RR Re SE A Sn SIN SM ER SA ae Ra a Se BR 20-30 
CV eee sewn rsotsrsnnsranns sisi hs iny eden ddtnamsvinbersnsiinie stats ohois os orusissensies bys 1 50-60 

1 Decrease. 

SERVIA. 

NisH, SERVIA, December 12, 1914. 
At the outbreak of the war prices advanced materiaily, but after 

the withdrawal of a large part of the population prices again receded. 
The places to which the refugees fled were then subjected to higher 
prices, until the Government fixed prices for the necessaries of life, 
which were thus kept from advancing in price. 

Imported articles have increased in price on an average 25 per cent. 
Petroleum, salt, tobacco, alcohol, and matches are controlled by the 

State monopoly and have not been increased.
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THE THREE SCANDINAVIAN COUNTRIES. 

Monthly prices have been published by the Swedish labor office 
since 1904.! Norway has gathered similar statistics? since January 15, 
1911, when the gathering of monthly prices was begun by correspond- 
ence with retail merchants, cooperative stores, and women’s clubs 
from 12 cities or towns and from 7 rural districts, reports being re- 
ceived from 20 centers at present. Denmark began in 1905 the 
yearly publication of retail prices; and recently the statistical 
bureau made an investigation of prices at the opening of the war 
and continued it through October. The Norwegian labor office 
has made use of these statistics, and has constructed comparable 
tables of prices as between the different Scandinavian countries. 
These tables are published in its labor journal (Sociale meddelelser 
Christiania, 1914, No. 5, pp. 242, 243). 

Probably these tables are fairly comparable because of the similar- 
ity in the terminology of food products, of customs and habits, and 
of economic conditions in the three Scandinavian countries. 

RETAIL PRICES OF CERTAIN COMMODITIES IN COPENHAGEN, STOCKHOLM, AND 

CHRISTIANIA DURING THE MONTHS OF JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER, AND OCTO- 

BER, 1914. 

[Source: Sociale meddelelser utgit av Socialavdelingen under Dy for sociale saker, handel, 
industri og fiskeri. Christiania, 1914. No. 5, p. 242.] 
  

  

  

  

    
  

  

  

  

Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Articles. 

July. August. October. 

Pork, fresh, sides, perpound. ........sc0na5s. $0. 134-80. 149 $0. 122-80. 134 $0. 149-%0. 170 
Pork, Sol, NEL POMNA- oan. os rss va sasnnnne L170 .158 .170 
Butter, CLOAMGTY, DEL POUNG. . co csv vvvnsinse .280- .292 .267- .280 .304- .316 
Oleomargarine, Perpound, =. ova rans .143- .170 151-177 .165- .192 
Poon, Tvosh, DET AOZEBN. «oot. ivs ci vrs nian ann e200" 257 lie iene ines ane ines .386- .450 
lye flony, Der pound... . oct inn senses .029- .032 .044- .046 .044- .046 
Wheat flour, per pound... ........... ce. cceeas .034- .041 .044- .053 .036~ .049 
ice, Per DOUNA. ore yc avs cen spr nr ssn .044- .068 .049- .085 .061- .097 
Peas, yellow, Per POUR... oc... anni sas .049- .058 .053- .073 .091 

Stockholm, Sweden. Christiania, Norway. 

Articles. Sep- Sep- Au- : Octo- Au- Octo- 
July. gust. Tone ber. | July gust. ose ber. 

Beef, fresh, steak, per pound. ......oeuuuunn.. $0.152 $0. 162 ($0. 158 [80.160 |$0.160 [30.157 $0. 145 | $0.134 
Bee, fresh, soup, per pounid.....ceu-nuvvan.s Sd, 128 325 L119 L158 A337 | 122 .114 
Veal, fresh, fattened, per poond.............. C1761 70.) 167 Vial L170] 182 40. 165 . 168 
Lamb, fresh, frying, per pound.............. 106.0'-.187.| 167 1 »3163 {| .336 | 175% 14% .137 
1b, all, Pr POURS. cua cirri vnc cnn sani ABD M451 139) L142 © AL relies .114 
Pork, fresh, sides, per pound..........c...... L181 L188 .182 | .188! 176 | .188 | .186 .182 
Pork, TORT RRC As i A BE 1821 .192( .184: 1821 .194 | .202| .194 .191 
Butter, creamery, per pound................. .200| .201 | .200| .334| .311 | .200: .201 .323 
Oleomargarine, per pound......cceveaeuennns L1600:..175) a8) 190 T0180.) .1%0 .180 
Foose, fresh, DOr €0ZeM... ccna vin eens err mann 241 2494 .281 7 .392) .280 | .273 1 .267 .399 
Ryeflogr, per pound... ..c.ccccsavesnessmnns .029 | .034 | .032 | .034| .024| .033| .033 .043 
Yheat flour, per pound... ..... ccc civnasienss L039 | .049 | .045( .047 | .039| .043 | .044 . 046 
Rico, porpoutds ooo cise ei a L051 | .053 1 .055| .055| .057 | .066 | .064 .063 
Pens, yellow, perpomid.... oc. ios i Sows L032 | .035 | .041 | .053 | .049 | .055 | .056 . 064                 
  

1 Sociala meddelanden utgivna av K. Socialstyrelsen. Stockholm, 1904-1915. 

2 Sociale meddelelser utgit av Sccialavdelingen under Departementet for sociale saker, handel, industri 

og fiskeri. Christiania, 1911-1915. 

8 Statistiske efterretninger. Copenhagen, 1914, No. 12. 

87285°—Bull. 170—15 7  
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RELATIVE PRICES OF CERTAIN COMMODITIES IN THE THREE SCANDINAVIAN 

CAPITALS, AUGUST TO OCTOBER, 1914. 

(Average prices for July=100.) 

  

  

  

                  
  

Copenhagen, Denmark. | Stockholm, Sweden. Christiania, Norway. 

Aniiom S Oct 8 Oct S Oct ap- cto- ep- cto- ep- cto- 
August.lgor ber | ber, [AUSESL tember! ber. (AUSUSE tember] ber. 

Beef: y ] 
Fresh, steak vid B04... 100 106 104 106 98 90 83 
Fresh, soup..... 7: 00. 100 103 101 96 90 80 75 

Veal, fresh, good “ 100 Joc. a 100 97 94 97 106 96 98 
PO Ge oh ot Pui Gd wrinae eek OL. Coen. 109 104 101 101 107 105 103 
OT oo. os sav ain 00 inns 109 100 102 116 96 93 104 
Oleomargarine............... E05 rere 115 104 107 112 106 106 106 

Ee ANG SA. NOB jor 184 103 117 162 94 92 138 
RYO EOUL.. av a niin si imini 3480 ne 148 116 108 117 135 135 175 
Pat fonr......concnunians N20 113 125 116 122 109 112 119 

KO BEIOR rere rss shat ows Hei nin 400 7. ieee 100 104 104 99 101 109 105 
SH ri tare 31... 111 103 103 103 123 132 116 
Coke. .os ne 200: a, 120 155 131 120 133 123 113 

DENMARK. 

The actual and prospective increase in prices in Denmark conse- 
quent upon the war in Europe was met by the Government in two 
ways—first, by a law of August 6 prohibiting the export of such 
food products and consumers’ goods as might be determined by the 
minister of justice through royal orders and, secondly, by a law of 
August 7 permitting the regulation of prices of similar articles by 
the minister of the interior. 
‘The export prohibition law included within its restrictions seven 

classes of articles: (1) Food products, grains, and fodder; (2) fuels 
and oils; (3) lumber, iron, and steel; (4) gold and silver; (5) draft 
animals; (6) automobiles; (7) war materials and supplies. Infractions 
of the law are punishable by a fine of from 500 to 10,000 crowns 
($134 to $2,680) or by imprisonment, and goods seized are subject to 
confiscation. 

From August 6 to September 25 eight decrees or ordinances were 
passed, specifically designating particular commodities in the above 
seven groups as subject to the export prohibition. Among these 
commodities have been gold and silver, horses, dogs, etc., wool, po- 
tatoes, and grain, ete. 

The commission on export prohibition works in close cooperation 
with the commission on the food supply. This latter commission was 
created under the provisions of the law of August 7, 1914, on the 
regulation of prices, a translation of which here follows. The com- 
mission is composed of 12 members, 11 appointed by the Crown and 
one, an expert in grains and flours, selected by the minister of the 
interior.
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Provisional Law oN THE RecuraTioN or Prices or Foop Propucts axnp Com- 

MODITIES. 

[No. 164, Aug. 7, 1914.] 

Section 1. The minister of the interior is authorized to prescribe measures for the 

regulation of prices of food products and commodities under which authorization the 
State has the right, upon payment of compensation, to take over food products or 

commodities, the control over which is of importance for the welfare of society. 
The purchase price of such commodities as the State may take over shall be deter- 

mined by commissions the scope of whose authority and membership shall be fixed by 
royal orders. 

Sec. 2. This law shall go into effect immediately. 

A royal order of August 29, 1914, provided for the formation of 
local or communal commissions on the food supply. 

Under the provisions of this law, a valuation committee was 
appointed August 29 to appraise the stock of grain taken over in 
Copenhagen, Frederiksberg, and Hellerup. There is now no move- 
ment of wheat in the Kingdom which is not subject to police control, 
involving power to ascertain the amount of the supply, its quality, 
etc., and power to demand all documents and papers concerned in 
the sale or transfer of wheat. (Decree Aug. 31, 1914, No. 193.) 

In Copenhagen the wheat supply is in the hands of the city adminis- 
tration, and on August 28 there were reported in that city 120,000 
barrels in the hands of the authorities, although some of this was bond 
wheat consigned to Swedish ports. For the wheat seized in Copen- 
hagen the Government paid 16 crowns ($4.288) per 100 kilograms 
(220.46 pounds) for wheat of medium quality, or $1.17 per bushel of 
60 pounds. : 

Both commissions, that on export prohibition and that on price reg- 
ulation, follow closely the movements of supply and demand for 
commodities and issue reports thereon from time to time. The price 
commission has also gone so far as to order that all bread shall be 
made of a blend of wheat and rye flour in specified proportions. All 
bread must be sold, not as a certain standard loaf, but according to 
its actual weight in loaves of 500 grams (1.1 pounds) and over. 

Prices were fixed on the sale of Danish wheat in Copenhagen from 
September 1 as follows: 

First grade...coeneueueivnnanennrns.... 16. 40 crowns per 100 kilograms. 
Second Srado. coves sus vn svns vos anivavias 16. 15 crowns per 100 kilograms. 

Equivalent to: 

First EAB. cnn ns sis sisummnn es sana suns $1. 20 per bushel (60 pounds). 

SECON] Grade... vuie vs vuwen sas rimesnns 1. 18 per bushel (60 pounds). 

The first flurry in the coal market succeeding the outbreak of hos- 
tilities was very great. Shortly thereafter, however, imports from 
England began again, and by an agreement between the importers
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and the commission on price regulation prices were fixed as follows: 
For coal under existing contracts of delivery there was added 4 
crowns ($1.07) per ton; and for coke, 30 ores (8 cents) per hectoliter 

(2.8377 bushels) or 2.8 cents per bushel. On orders to retailers and 
consumers, the same prices asked at the beginning of August were 
continued with an additional 35 ores (9.4 cents) per hectoliter 

(2.8377 bushels) or 3.3 cents per bushel in the case of coal, and 40 
ores (10.7 cents) per hectoliter (2.8377 bushels) or 3.8 cents per bushel 

on coke. These additions to the former price were aimed to cover 
merely freight and insurance from British ports, and were put into 
effect the latter part of August. In other words, increases in freight 
and insurance rates have been responsible for these price increases. 

Early in November the Government made an inquiry as to the 
amount of grain on hand in the country. At that date (Nov. 9) 
there were on hand 1,070,000 barrels of unground wheat and 1,790,000 
barrels of rye. Under ordinary conditions of consumption this was 
calculated to last for 260 days in the case of rye and 200 days in the 
case of wheat. And this, together with what was expected from the 
United States, would make a sufficient supply of wheat for 240 days, 
and of rye for 320 days. 

Average retail prices of certain articles of food consumption in 
Denmark during July, August, and October of 1914 are presented in 
the tables which follow: 

RETAIL PRICES OF CERTAIN COMMODITIES IN COPENHAGEN IN JULY, AUGUST, AND 

OCTOBER, 1914, 
[Souree: Statistiske efterretninger udgivet af det Statistiske departementet, 6 aarg., nr. 12 (Nov.-20), nr, 

14 (Dec. 19), 1914.) 
    

  

    

        

: July, last | August, October, | December 
Articles. week. first week. | last week. | last week. 

Milk, unskimmed, bottled, per quart... $0. 048 $0. 050 80.050 $0. 045 
Butter, creamery, per pound.......... . 286 . 268 .310 .329 
Oleomargarine, per pound............. Sete L157 . 164 L179 .167 
Egos fresh, Danish, Dor QOZON. ove ic sncina nein ini, .233 .233 . 402 . 465 
Pointocs; per 22.08 DOBNAS. cas. Ja toob Tn Tan Ben .525 .612 . 482 .510 
Pens, yellow, Por DOU. oo ase ss ens i-oh sanabndnmants as . 054 . 063 .091 .083 
RYe meal, Der DONA. 2. .L satr ise s snsnanes ses ei .030 1,045 OAD Le aaa 
Wheat flour, American, perpomad.......o. anniv oi .038 .044 OLY en ee 
Oats, hulled, cleaned, per pound. .... Jc caoesaacoa i230 . 048 . 056 . 062 L071 
Rice, per pound. oo. 0 Tr ay ds .056 . 067 . 084 .079 
Eye hood, Joa! DOr DOMIB evra oor ree seman neies 2,018 2,024 .027 .026 
Mixed ‘bread, wheat and rye, Der pounds... adorei oe lene aa .023 .024 
Bread, rye fioty, hest, perpound.. ..........0L ea ohaL 2.029 2,030 2,033 046 
Bread, French, Wheaten, per pound... ....c..0000000.. 2, 056 2,062 2,062 .053 
Pork, fresh, shoulder, brisket, per pound ............... .134 .122 .146 .150 
Por, aalt  perpgotnG. ..o.-ol. i ee en .152 .146 382 Fos 
Tord, per Dotlid cn vu slot ot Sd doi ss Sede the se SEE TE x +128 L128 . 200 +215 
Herring, fro, 000. ous srnrmianrsnnsss sons sma seb ansn L017 -017 .015 L012 
Plaice, Depo. . oooh cc beihms pirssnvs sn Susman staat .245 .245 .175 .143 
Sugar, brown or moist, per pound x2.v .044 044 .048 . 044 
Kerosene, per gallon........veceune.. 3. .168 .168 .196 L142 
Cogl, household, per bushel... ...con.en nuiin... .160 (3) L174 .161 
Coke, crashed, perhushel....... 0 cut asinaenieios .118 (3) .142 .106 

  
1 Price Aug. 15. 
2 Reported from a single cooperative bakery. 
8 Prices in August very irregular; increases as high as 100 per cent.
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The above figures were prepared by the Danish statistical office and 
published in its journal (Statistiske efterretninger). The inquiry for 
December, summarized in the British Board of Trade Labor Gazette 
(January, 1915, p. 6), shows that the total effect of the increase in 
prices for that month on the cost of living of a typical working-class 
family in Copenhagen would not exceed 10.3 per cent over the level 
of July; and approximately the same total rise took place in the cost 
of living in towns other than Copenhagen. 

The table which follows shows the relative increase in prices of 
certain household necessaries which took place between the last week 
in July and the first week in December. 

INCREASE IN PRICES IN DENMARK BETWEEN THE LAST WEEK IN JULY AND THE 
FIRST WEEK IN DECEMBER, 1914. 

[Source: The Board of Trade Labor Gazette. London, 1915. Vol. 23, No. 1 (January), p. 6.] 

  

  

Per cent of increase in price in— 

  

  

Articles. 
Copen- Large Small 
hagen. towns. towns. 

Dread, Tye, Dol QUANT. vans iis oss oms vs ons sanis suns as ss amsis an 31 38 28 
Bread, rye, secon analy. ool. i i a asa vee ad 48 51 44 
Dread; Hrench, Wheaton... 0. ci. iv rc ss ian don siis shina ots mon 2 15 19    Flour, Danish, best....... 

      
  

Barley, pearl..........:.. 38 30 
Sugar, brown or moist.... oe 10 10 
Coffee, Santos, cheapest....... Si BY anes 
Margarine, cheanest. ... 0. a ata sais sree sa se 21 9 
Mik nSimIned.  .  o . a e h e re  R 5 4 
Baa] CIIRADRSE Jun inet iis ee SR RR 18 1 
EE a Re A SM SE A Se pM OR 16 1 

HPO Seis sian a6 i in RRin sain we Sars 0 a Bm Be 8 os Roa wt ae mn eo 39 44 
ish cod, SHE. ol. iinet Cerner eet a RE a ens 9 10 
FS OPOBEIIB. oi sss swnin mins men Ars aan aso tn a es a ed A on wn an dn 28 17 
COBO tite s Pe an an irs sobs eras sams R rts Sa Sa Na teh hai 4 10 15 

1 Decrease. . 

NORWAY. 

A royal order of August 4, 1914, appointed a commission with power 
to fix prices and also laid an export prohibition on certain designated 
articles. Other provisional orders of a similar character were issued 
on August 6 and 7. These orders being temporary in their nature, 
a law of the same tenor was passed August 18. This act is not avail- 
able in this country in the original, which fact has made it necessary 
to make a retranslation of it from the Swedish.! On the same day the 
law was passed the King, according to its provisions, authorized the 
commission appointed August 4 to execute its provisions. This com- 
mission on the food supply (Provianteringskommission) is composed of 
seven members and is empowered to fix the maximum prices of desig- 
nated commodities. Detailed regulations under the act (sec. 5) are 
to be made by the department of agriculture. Local food commis- 
sions have also been appointed. 
  

1 Sociala meddelanden utgivna av K. Socialstyrelsen. Stockholm, 1814. No. 8, p. 736.
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The first list of maximum prices was fixed August 6 according to 
the provisional order of August 4 already mentioned. Since then 
prices have been fixed from time to time, but by September 30 all 
restrictions ordered had been gradually removed.’ 
Maximum prices on grain, flour, and bread having been removed 

by September 30, a new order was issued October 3 concerning the 
sale of bread by weight only. 

The most recent available order or circular of the commission on the 
food supply is dated October 28, 1914, and fixes prices on certain grains 
and flours in its possession (sec. 2, act of Aug. 18). 

The order is as follows: 

The State commission on the food supply until further notice can supply at the 

following prices: 

From Warehouses in Bergen. 

American (Oregon) barley, large grain, good quality, not as clean as Danish barley, 
but cleaner than barley from Black Sea regions, 21 crowns [$1.23 per bushel of 48 

pounds]. 
American wheat flour, Gold Medal, first grade, roller mill, 31 crowns #7. 42 per 

barrel]. 
American wheat flour, Gold Medal, extra granular, coarser but same acti as 

roller mill, and specially adapted for storing, 31 crowns [$7.42 per barrel]. 

From Warehouses at Moss. 

Danish barley, 21 crowns [$1.23 per bushel of 48 pounds]. 

From Warehouses in Christiania. 

Wheat, hard, winter, adapted to storing, 22.50 crowns [$1.64 per bushel of 60 pounds]. 
American flour, Gold Medal, first grade, roller mill, 31 crowns [$7.42 per barrel]. 
American flour, Gold Medal, extra granular, coarser but same quality as roller mill, 

and specially adapted for storing, 31 crowns [$7.42 per barrel]. 

Prices are calculated per 100 kilograms [220.46 pounds], gross weight (net weight 
including sack), f. o. b. warehouse. 

The following provisions are also applicable: (1) Orders hl communes shall be 
accompanied by cash, or (2) an official guaranty for full payment, in which case (a) 

credit shall be extended for one (1) month from time of account stated; (b) if the com- 
modities are stored as a reserve under control of the proper official in such manner 

that the commodity, neither in whole nor in part, may be removed without special 
permission, credit may be extended for three months from the time of the arrival of the 

commodity at the nearest station or wharf; (c) said special permission may be granted 
before the expiration of the said three months provided payment is made for the 
quantity removed. 

The commission is desirous of aiding those who wish it to make arrangements with 

millers if grinding is desired. 

Since September 2, 1914, a royal order has been enforced requiring 
that bread shall be made of mixed wheat and rye flour. 
  

1 Sociale meddelelser utgit av Socialavdelingen under Departementet for sociale saker, handel, industri 

og fiskeri. Christiania, 1914. No. 5, p. 255.
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The translation of the act of August 18 as printed in the journal of 
the Swedish labor office (No. 8, 1914), follows: 

Law oN THE SALE AND ExrorT oF Foop PropucTs. 

[Aug. 18, 1914.] 

Section 1. (1) Until further notice there may be established maximum prices 
which shall not be exceeded in the sale of food products, coal, coke, wood, peat, 
mineral oils, forage, and other necessaries. Different prices may be fixed for the whole- 
sale and retail trades, respectively. 

In the retail trade, furthermore, a maximum limit as to the quantity that may be 
sold to any one consumer at any one time may be fixed. Maximum prices and quanti- 
ties are determined by the King or his authorized representatives. 

(2) Every person concerned is required to report to such authorized representative 
. mentioned in the above paragraph according to the rules that apply to witnesses in 
criminal suits, except that oath is not required. 

(3) The person or persons authorized to fix maximum prices are required to hold as 
confidential whatever comes to their knowledge in their official capacity. 

Sec. 2. The State, a county, or commune may require to be transferred to it supplies 
of commodities on which maximum prices are fixed according to section 1 to such 
extent as necessary and provided compensation thereafter is paid, caleulated on the 
basis of the maximum prices. Compensation shall in each instance be paid, or 
adequate security given until a further time, as soon as possible after the taking over 
of the goods. Such supply may be seized by the police on orders from the proper 
authorities. 

Sec. 3. It is prohibited until further notice to use grain or potatoes for the manu- 
facture of beer and brandy, and likewise the sale a distribution of brandy is pro- 
hibited until further notice. 

SEc. 4. It is prohibited until further notice to export from the Kingdom gold and 
silver, food products, horses, animals for slaughter, hogs, sheep, goats, reindeer, as 
well as coal, coke, wood, peat, mineral oils, forage, and other articles and commodities 
which the proper department may designate. 
i on the King directs otherwise there shall be excepted from this provision the 
ollowing: 

(a) Supplies necessary for a ship on a pending voyage; 
b) Fish and fish products; also condensed milk, butter, cheese, and berries. 
Ec. 5. The King or his authorized representative is empowered to draft more 

detailed regulations necessary for the execution of this law. 
Likewise the King or his authorized representative may, in a special case, grant 

exceptions from the provisions of the foregoing sections. 
SEc. 6. Infractions of the law are punishable by fines or imprisonment not to exceed 

six months. Commodities which are found to have been sequestered to avoid seizure 
according to section 2, or those which it has been attempted to use, sell, or distribute 
contrary to section 3 or to export contrary to section 4 shall be confiscated to the State 
insane Likewise there shall be confiscated beer or brandy offered contrary to 
section 3. 

SEc. 7. This law shall go into effect immediately. The King may, furthermore, 
repeal the law wholly or in part. 

Actual retail prices of certain commodities, mainly food, for Nor- 
way as a whole, based on reports from twenty different localities 
throughout the Kingdom, and also separately for each of the cities 
of Christiania, Bergen, and Tromso, are shown in the tables which 
follow. These three cities were selected as representing different 
sections of the country—Christiania the southeastern part, Bergen 
the southwestern, and Tromso the northern.
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RETAIL PRICES OF 45 COMMODITIES IN NORWAY, FOR EACH MONTH, JULY TO NO. 

VEMBER, 1914, BASED ON AVERAGE PRICES FROM 20 DIFFERENT LOCALITIES. 

[Source: Sociale meddeleiser utgit av Socialavdelingen under Departementet for sociale saker, handel, 
industri og fiskeri. Christiania, 1914. No. 5, pp. 240, 241; No. 6, pp. 282, 283.] 

  

  

  

   

      

Articles. July. | August. Sepients October. Royem- 

Beef: 
Steak fresh pound. cio. ci cn a ae §0.171 $0.168 £0.157 $0.145 $0.146 
Soup, pound... is area L152 .148 L134 .123 L125 

Mutton: 
Fresh yhind. guavtore,pomd oo... ot. 00s. .181 175 .152 .140 .146 
Prash, forequarters, pana... isris ace inaniis .170 .165 147 .134 .137 
SR a ky .136 143 .136 .130 .133 

Veal: 
Steak, pond. th a TG L175 176 .159 L154 .164 
Forequarters, pound. . : L157 .160 L152 .139 .150 

v SY yorms, neand ssn oo re 333 +117 . 107 .098 . 096 
ork: 
yesh pound: =. nr dara adnate +171 L175 1k .168 .175 
Norwegian, salt, sides, pound... 0 cee ae ivan ans. L177 L184 .180 - 377 L182 

o yAmerioan, Bormdo i. eR rae ven . 187 .192 .188 .196 .101 
od: 

ProshopotmA, oo oi cl or arrive . 055 .056 . 064 .068 L071 
irs Salus, DOBRA, oe irene a tm re ce Te .049 .051 . 053 . 050 . 035 

ilk: 
helo, quIael. a. a RN ca .043 .043 .043 .043 . 043 
Skimmed, quart. . voi. adie sitet geal .020 .020 .023 .020 .023 

OM ar. ae ai sm ease as . 205 213 .216 213 “223 
Butter: : 

Creamery host, poand oooh fi chee iio. hands .297 +315 . 298 .310 .314 
Dairy; pound... oo trian erat, .270 .278 77 .282 .292 

Oleomargarine, best, Pound... evens cnc rnennsss 175 .186 .186 L184 L185 
Cheese: 

Norwegian, schweitzer, pound........c.......... .226 .165 .231 «230 «227 
GogtPgmille, potRd Xr ina .199 .199 . 202 .203 . 203 
SY, NOUR shinies ns seit Ree we ni +071 072 L074 L074 .079 
With'oaraway sesd, peng: .c-c 000i 00 . 098 .100 | .102 .107 A112 
Softelenm, pound... iu ir aa nest reece. .103 .098 .098 .106 .109 

Bees, fresh, Norwegian, dozens. tio... Leathe iing . 262 .270 .262 +315 .368 
Flour: 

Wheat, American, Gold Medal, pound . 038 .044 .045 .047 .049 
Rye, Norwegian, pound .024 .033 .034 L041 L041 
Potato, poand........... . 057 . 062 . 062 . 061 . 061 

Rye bread Dong, ic. oc in civ caven nner i Sans cnn .028 . 035 . 036 . 039 . 040 
Pens, yellow, Victoria, pound... cee ovre dence. on .043 .051 .051 .055 . 062 
Barley, pearl, Doin ecto nre icemmsnnrnen nse .033 . 039 . 040 .044 .044 

Rise POU, eR ee ee Se te Seg wey .058 . 066 . 064 . 064 . 066 
ats: 

Hulled, cleaned, Norwegian, pound.............. .041 .053 .058 .056 .056 
Hulled, cleaned, American, pound............... .038 .053 .056 L056 L056 

Pointoes, Norwegian, peck... ........... 0 uli, +202 .179 «132 .123 .132 
Coffee: 

JV PONE. aie Ces ries aia Sana .342 .349 .350 .349 . 346 
Guatemala, DolRG. oo cir ee Sa Li rs . 308 .315 .310 .312 .314 
SAntOS PORN. ce tes cart er gens sane . 269 . 280 . 280 .283 .281 

Sugar: 
Refined, poids. i. io ei ene dn es L071 .084 . 089 .083 .079 
Crushied,’pommd.....0....-. fos ae Hate ut odes dele . 067 . 080 . 084 L078 .077 
Brown or moist, pound... cov. ovc inane rete . 063 .078 .084 L077 L071 

Kerosene: 
Water-white, American, gallon.................. .187 «205 . 203 . 203 .199 
Standard white, American, gallon............... L174 L187 .187 .181 L179 

Cool toniol 2000 pounAS. con ais aves a bares 6.490 7.560 7.340 7.200 7.120 
Ooke No. BL bhughel..... ooo a i Laie .161 .196 185 173 2     
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RETAIL PRICES OF 45 COMMODITIES AS REPORTED FOR CHRISTIANIA, FOR EACH 

MONTH, JULY TO NOVEMBER, 1914. 

[Source: Sociale meddelelser utgit av Socialavdelingen under Departementet for sociale salker, handel, 
J industri og fiskeri. Christiania, 1914. No. 5, p. 234; No. 6,p. 2 

    

  

  

   

  

Articles. July. | August. | 5¢ om October. Novum: 

Beef: 
Steak, fresh, poutid.. co... Sede is Avsnnnssnunes $0. 160 $0.157 $0. 145 $0.134 $0.137 
Sonp, Pound, Sette anid cu hi val eae .158 L137 .122 .114 119 

Mutton: 
Fresh, hind quarters, pound .186 175 .148 +137 .142 
Fresh, forequarters, pound oh ve dem rt L173 .165 .140 L125 .131 

v oi , pound Ee I SEROTEC I Se ID Tar wn saan enn r L114 Ja7 
ea 
Seal POU. . vista a caren swan sete as ans wae L171 .182 .165 .168 171 
Forequarters, pond... le tt Se sa . 147 .164 L145 . 146 .150 

Pos Jory young, pound as io elein t Er vi wB i tain cle Bint .101 L107 .081 .080 . 092 
ork 

Fresh, PORE. oe oe rte se snr sm eee mere .176 .188 .186 L182 .180 
Norwegian, salt, sides, pould J. . .covimirus inane L195 . 202 .195 .191 .190 
American, pound RE En SN I RS ORR HOY ness cd free ruin 195 .195 

Cod: 
Dresh, pOUNA... sic, aoe ont dora surs nahi ans Five s]ornomaneuils ss vim sss jun srs noes dvns ryan 
Salted, BOURA. «Fev ius nie wes Soisns or tomas sn irs baw Seek Jurkat di fret Tenses Ayah ser BL dl aes 

Milk: 
Whole, RATE. o.oo evel sr flies dein ve mb iS Sem nn .048 .048 .048 .48 .048 
Skimmed, QUOTE. ccm voi svi miocr va sosiinb ns ars estey .018 .018 .018 .018 .018 

Cream, QUATEL . o-oo ness svat int en wns serie n SRST ns . 236 236 .236 . 236 . 236 
Butter: 

Crepmery, best, poting........~ 0 500 nacian. .311 . 298 .201 .323 .326 
Dry, POR... cae vee snl anu vre rine an vo es sre eT nfs rama ei es eS ey ews wena ne 

Oleomargarine, Dest, POUR... oe cre csiorisicensses 170 180 .180 .180 .180 
Cheese: 

Norwegian, schweitzer, pound .......c.......... .244 +243 .250 .243 .243 
Goat's milk, pond... .. cc ove oii ide snaidany .182 .185 .188 L188 .190 
Wher. pomd.. oan a .075 .080 .079 .078 .080 
With caraway 8864s, pound . .... coon viecnniasans L120 .120 .120 .118 L119 
Soft cream, POUR... io. -cosanc sd tess means .109 115 L119 L119 .120 

Epes, | fresh, Norwegiafi, QOZEN. .... 5 cis ruscivas as . 289 .273 . 267 . 399 . 450 
our: 
Wheat, American, Gold Medal, pound .......... .039 .043 .044 . 046 .047 
Rye, Norwegian, Pound... elt .024 . 033 . 033 . 043 .044 
Potato, DONA 2s Sd fe vior rion nl dies sa ain . 056 . 066 . 064 . 062 . 061 

Rye bread, pound oe idl Sie Be nr wi eo rE ere wie a .029 .038 .038 .041 . 043 
Peas, yellow Victoria, pound. Loos. oo. ein tL . 049 . 055 .056 . 064 .072 

Barley, pear, petmd. Cool ttn ree . 036 . 045 L045 . 050 .051 
Bice, FOOUTIA, Ls taiee rods vivns unis bin iain Sets ma wh . 057 . 066 . 064 . 063 . 664 

ats: 
Hulled, cleaned, Norwegian, pound ............ SOUT a .058 . 057 . 057 
Hulled, cleaned, Amerioan, pound... .......c-5. .039 . 060 . 060 . 056 .055 

Potatoes, Norwegian, PCR... stir cnnsess nis siasas .246 .156 .109 .104 L109 
Coffee: 

TVR POR. so the peed ei ein a on Sank wr i ae .350 .355 .360 . 360 . 360 
Guatemala, POUNA nc ccc tienes snc nee rs .305 .312 .315 .315 .315 

8 San108, BOURG otc cnva von sevtanieronnrssie soe sens . 260 . 264 .271 «272 £272 
ugar: 
S Aned, POU. ic ia so sr seat ans . 069 . 085 . 091 . 080 .078 
Crushed, pound.......... . 067 . 083 . 083 .078 L075 
Brown or moist, pound . 062 .079 . 084 L071 . 068 

Kerosene: 
Water-white, American, gallon.................. .179 .195 .191 .185 .185 
Standard white, American, gallon... ...... Rr .162 L174 .170 .164 .164 

Coal, ton of 2,000 pounds re Rb ies wi ie ee we Be 6.080 7.490 7.250 7.050 7.050 
OLR ef RC Sa le .156 . 208 .192 177 .165           
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RETAIL PRICES OF 45 COMMODITIES AS REPORTED FOR BERGEN, FOR EACH 

MONTH, JULY TO NOVEMBER, 1914. 

[Source: Sociale meddelelser utgit av Socialavdelingen under Departementet for sociale saker, handel, 
industri og fiskeri. Christiania, 1914. No. 5, p. 239; No. 6, p. 281.) 

  

  

  

    

Articles. July. | August. |S pion October. Moyo: 

Beef: 
Steak; fresh, pou. cc. o.oo s renee hs bie Sa $0.170 $0. 169 $0. 147 $0. 125 $0. 136 
ZOD... icons isias s cshs a vin = 5 5 Sate =i nd .152 L151 125 +112 L119 

Mutton: ' : 
Fresh; hind quarters,pound.........cccuunun.... .182 . 169 L134 L118 .130 
Freshy forequortors, pound. cee... isaddecaia gs L170 .158 23131 . 109 .128 
SUNT IRR Cu A on Mt Po .140 .150 .139 .119 .122 

Veal: 
Steak, pound....... Sh i TE CA I L182 .170 . 168 .158 . 146 
Forequinrlers, pond... co il oh sa . 160 +151 . 147 . 150 . 140 

» yory YORD, Pot ALL. -o o ees cir Ps . 109 L102 .090 L084 |* .077 
ork: : 
Hos POON. i sas 3300s as seas saad L142 L145 137 .136 .158 
Norwegian, sali, sides, pound................c..; .146 158 .145 .146 -.146 
ANOTICAT  DOTINIR io inna iso 5 mn sr mii 010 Bs Wonavinehabeianatz de 2 amp weil AB einen sa es ety 

Cod: 
Dash OTN, oir ii hs weirs ier» ease .049 L062 ~ .062 L061 .061 

d Salen SOT end L043 .036 .040 L043 .043 
ilk: 
WholS, QUBTE. a sinhe of Fens aids shite set rek . 046 .046 .046 L046 .051 
SIM MEU SQUALL. ovine vs antidT es vss wanna s ssa 25. 025 .025 L025 .025 

Cheam, quiabl.. coco iv ran a A a . 203 . 203 .203 . 203 .254 
Butter: 

Creamery, best, pound....... .202 .310 .295 . 202 .316 
Dairy, DORIA ete cvs’ . 261 27 . 267 L267 .292 

Oleomargarine, best, pound 154 177 L174 174 174 
Cheese: 

Norwegian, schweitzer, pound................... 231 .230 .227 .231 .231 
Goat’sadlls, poum@... oo maa in «207 .195 .195 L195 .395 
Whey, DOURA..  cosieri. oo aouiatba:i Se co dint ot & aim . 085 L074 L077 .078 .079 
With caraway 5000, PoUNA. cucu. univinivbnsa nas .146 L103 .107 .109 .122 
Soft creat. DONG... oo . Sok mre ms sivnr alive sin 2oiois 122 L097 .109 OH any 

Eges, fresh, Norwegian Qozeh..caee onc ciun ins wi . 265 .238 . 236 .204 .378 
our: 
Wheat, American, Gold Medal, pound .......... .040 L045 L044 .049 .049 
Rye, Norwegian, polit. ...cemeca es 4 venison nn .027 L034 L035 .043 .043 
Potato, DoUnA. . oi. piensa in ng .053 L058 . 060 .058 . 060 

R¥o bread, DOUNG.. irs rn sevmeinstas somes vorsons .028 . 036 .036 .036 . 036 
Peas, yellow, Victoria, pond. .cceeee nev -uinnann anna L041 .058 .061 .061 .064 
Barley, pearl, POND. ior vos oie diaiiaials va dims as se Sede .038 .039 .039 L045 L047 
fies, BOUR..i.. cso isin oe nivitileme nin s ssiomigwin oir omit . 055 L060 | .061 .058 .064 

ats: 
Hulled, cleaned, Norwegian, pound ............. .036 L055 L053 L055 .053 
Hulled, cleaned, American, pound .............. L034 .055 .055 . 055 . 050 

Potatoes, Norwegian, peekK......ceevs cen essimansasnss . 236 .236 L175 . 165 .165 
Coffee: 

Jove, DOB... cdi oi mid vitenis 0 wink te 5 2 sw . 340 377 .370 .365 .365 
Guatemala, pouniti.... .  ceeriisi' sven sins va : .328 .338 .320 .316 .316 

8 HATOS, PONG 5c vrais vn 7 ois smniiarssid nom diiadinn mss ois . 267 .295 . 287 .292 .292 
ugar: 

ReBNCAAPOUNG.  curvtain os sw tigintiin 14 5 = + abba 2s w'5s .073 .085 .085 .083 .078 
Crashed Pot vances: = vo vrinien . 066 .081 .083 .079 .075 
Brown or moist, pound 061 L078 .083 L073 068 

Kerosene: 
W ater-white, American, gallon.................. .152 L183 MOVE Lait L172 
Standard white, American, gallon........ Sl ee . 168 172 .162 . 162 

Coal, lon af Z2, 800 ponds... ... coolest an 6. 590 8.170 7.630 7.290 7.290 
Cokie, No. 2: DUSNEL. . cciric vars nav vie mde mn on 127 .142 L144 .132 .132           
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RETAIL PRICES OF 45 COMMODITIES AS REPORTED FOR TROMSO, FOR EACH 

MONTH, JULY TO NOVEMBER, 1914. 

[Source: Sociale meddelelser utgit av Socialavdelingen under Departementet for sociale saker, handel, 
industri og fiskeri. Christiania, 1914. No. 5, p. 241; No. 6, p. 283.] 

  

  

  

  

   
   

   

Articles. July. | August. | 5 ome October. Novem 

Beef: . 
Steak, fresh, potmd, ... tia eerie $0. 150 $0. 133 $0. 122 $0.122 $0. 122 
Soup, POUNd.. .ci eters csi Tse an de Seats .130 113 .106 .097 L097 

Mutton: 
Fresh, hind quarters, poand...ccau..ceanismmsnss L154 L124 L122 .118 .118 

Fresh, forequarters, pound Re whe ie alae 4 L137 .109 .108 .101 .106 
Jats, pound nn eit 5 See aa eA Ses a pg .122 .126 12 L112 L113 

ea. : : 
Beals, POUND... coi se» bowen sian mdi wiv a Simm EE . 146 L134 +192 115 .122 
Forequarters, POUR su Ls a ea ie .128 L111 105 .095 .091 

’ yey young, pound oh ns on ote Se OR ee L073 L073 L075 L073 L073 
ork: 

Fresh, DOUNK. . . outs ic ose ve mes slidmtein is wtp imskeosht .187 L167 L164 L170 .170 
Norwegian, salt sides, pound... ....... cic ten 167 167 .163 L170 170 
American, pound Fe rr a rR ant ate aE L158 EFT nde sven dll sede HE 

Cod: 
PreSh; DOB... eit. finite reso bi cintY amin L024 .024 .024 .024 .024 

; Salted, POUR eR ii .030 . 030 .030 .030 .024 

Whole band... ent a. edi a wa . 046 . 046 .046 . 046 .051 
Shdmmed, pos... Lol. ina seni ei L025 .025 .025 L025 .030 

Cream, pound ne SS Fe RR A STN Paes A Le ain . 203 . 203 . 203 . 203 .228 
Butter: ; 

Creamery, Post, pout... ........ iv. oiivbanvaines . 276 . 288 283 .283 .292 
Dairy, DOI. cit. oc sisi sci TR me . 267 .276 wD Ts che raid . 267 

Oleomargarine, Best pound... uc. dns .164 L174 L174 .164 .162 
Cheese: 

Norwegian, schweitzer, pound................... .219 .219 RIE al. .105 
Goat’s milk, POUR... i i ca sie Es +170 .146 L137 .146 .154 
WHY OMB, co shes an vs rr .067 .067 L067 L073 .094 
With caraway seed, pound. ............c;ciivii .061 .061 S062 von os a ee 
Boil cream, PON... i.0t civesvns vive isan ors elPeniss doses MOTB iti palaniniios ion cubsouss 

Dees, fresh, Ni orwegian, QOZeTE. 0h i een .270 . 288 +315 . 281 . 297 
ouT: 
Wheat, American, Gold Medal, pound........... L041 .049 .049 .050 . 049 
Rye, Norwegian, pound hay iit or me isn ae a dd L022 1 I .043 . 043 
 OLAtO, PORIIL.. . c tins as minis wn as en 3 Cm min . 061 . 063 . 063 L061 .061 

Rye bread, pound i fuuuipinie = A agitss, arsshn po Cielo dled .035 .039 .038 .043 .043 
Peas, yellow Wa pound . L041 . 046 . 046 .049 . 051 
Barley, pearl, pound... .........oonoonsnenns .029 .035 -036 .040 .043 
Be, a FERRE Coll nn A RL .052 .060 .061 .061 .058 

ats 
Hulled, cleaned, Norwegian, pound....... .036 L049 .051 .052 .053 
Hulled, cleaned, American, pound.. .036 L049 | L051 0 ENE 

Potatoes, Norwegian, PECK... ernie . 269 .246 .165 132 .146 
Coffee: g 

Java, patti... os isa ess .340 .340 . 340 .328 .312 
Guatemala, pound.... .292 .310 .316 SABRE river 
Santos, pound............ . 205 27 .280 Re 

Sugar: 
Refined, pound......... .073 .085 .089 .085 .085 
CruShol, POUNE. «cua sss ssn ss smsmsvrms sn sv wim js ow vain son .084 JAB. . 086 
Brown of Moist, pounll. , ....-. . -corurivssomees vn .073 .079 . 094 .079 .077 

Kerosene: 
Water-white, American, gallon. ................. . 203 .223 223 213] .219 
Standard white, American, gallen................ .183 . 203 .203 . 199 .199 

Coal, ton of2,000 pounds SY ie Sie ae See a 6.950 7.630 6.690 6.690 6. 690 
Coke, No. 2, hushel rei inimbris plese oh ae. bw ies 0 ee L170 . 189 L170 .178 170             

According to a statement of the United States consul general at 
Christiania of November 6, 1914, a liberal estimate of the increased 
cost of living in Christiania caused by the European war is 10 per cent. 
Beginning over a year ago wages of workingmen and salaried em- 
ployees have been increased to an average extent of about 15 per cent. 
All Government employees were granted increases, graded in amount. 

According to a report of the United States consul at Bergen, dated 
November 3, 1914, the war has caused the cost of living to increase
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about 25 or 30 per cent in Bergen. The following table shows the 
retail prices for the city of Bergen of certain articles, immediately 
preceding the war, and the prices prevailing November 1, 1914, with 
the percentage of increase. 

  

  

    

: Prices . Prices, ’ Per cent 
Articles. June, 1914. Novae, of increase. 

Butter, poond.-.-: .... $0. 219 $0. 264 21 
Eoos, dozen. .........-.. .225 . 56 
Milk quart. 0... .04 .053 33 
Potatoes, bushel....... .47 .55 17 
Flour, wheat, hundred- | 

weight: ovals 2.91 4.37 50 
Bread, Joaf....o.. 00. .08 .12 50 
Sugar, hundredweight.. 6.08 8.51 40 
Hom, poand.....:...0x 217 .20 18 
Wood, birch, cord i..... 5.00 6.70 34       
  

1 Price for Swedish cord, which equals 0.126 cubic feet, while English cord equals 0.128 cubic feet. 

Staple groceries have increased 20 per cent and canned and package 
goods retailing for small amounts have doubled in price in many 
cases. Washing and laundry work has gone up from 54 cents per 
day to 67 cents per day. Common sewing is now 81 cents per day and 
board. Dressmaking costs from $5 to $10 more per dress. 

SWEDEN. 

Sweden met the possible and actual increase in prices consequent 
upon the war in three different ways: (1) By prohibiting the export 
of certain food commodities, supplies, etc.; (2) by empowering the 
Crown to fix maximum prices on designated articles of general con- 
sumption; and (3) at a later date by removing the import duty on 
certain grains and breadstuffs. 

A special State commission on the food supply (Statens livsme- 
delskommission) was appointed by the King on August 11, while pre- 
viously, on August 7, local commissions of a similar character had 
been appointed. The central State commission is composed of 4 
members who are Government officials. The duty of the commis- 
sion is to ascertain the available food supply with a view to husband- 
ing it for the future; and, subject to royal order, it was authorized to 
fix the maximum price from time to time of those articles coming 
within its control. It is to act in cooperation with the local food com- 
missions, the existing authorities, producers, distributors, and con- 
sumers. Among the associations with which the commission expects 
most generally to cooperate is the National Farmers’ Federation, and 
in order to assist this association to meet the additional expenses in- 
curred in this work, the Government made a loan to the federation 
of 500,000 crowns ($134,000) at 4} per cent interest, the loan to be 
repayable September 1, 1915. :
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A special law was passed on October 9, 1914, empowering the 
Crown to fix maximum prices from time to time. The enforcement 
of the law and supplementary orders is in the hands of the above- 
mentioned commission. In addition to the above law there had 
been in force certain royal orders prohibiting the export of desig- 
nated commodities of general consumption as well as war materials 
and supplies. The first of these orders was dated August 1, since 
which time others have been issued as circumstances required. 
Among the commodities included in the first order were the following: 
Fuels, grains, forage, bread, canned goods, leather, hides and skins, 
boots and shoes, mineral oils, all kinds of fats (vegetable and animal), 
saddlery, ammunition, motor vehicles, and other war supplies. The 
order concluded with the significant statement that according to the 
best information there was in the Kingdom a supply of breadstuffs 
more than sufficient to last until the domestic crop of bread grain 
“could be harvested. The quality of this latter was reported as very 
good and the quantity sufficient to meet all future needs. 

A translation of the law relating to the fixing of maximum prices 
follows. 

Law ox THE CONTROL OVER CERTAIN COMMODITIES DURING WAR OR DANGER OF 
WAR, OctoBER 9, 1914. 

SecrroN 1. If itis found in time of war or the danger of war, that, anywhere within 
the Kingdom or any district thereof, the prices of provisions, forage, articles used for 
fuel or lighting or to generate power, articles of clothing, or other necessaries of life 
become materially higher than circumstances warrant, the Crown shall have the right, 
wherever it is found necessary, to prescribe within proper limits that the prices of 
such commodities sold under conditions of normal competition shall not exceed a 
level to be fixed by the Crown. 

The highest price of an article may, even if the character of the article be similar, be 
fixed differently for different parts of the country, and it may also be fixed differently 

. for the different kinds of selling trades (wholesale, retail). 
~The Crown shall have the right to grant such exceptions from the above regulations 

as may be found reasonable. 
Sec. 2. In case anyone has in his possession a considerable quantity, and evidently 

more than what is required by himself or his household or for his business other than a 
gelling trade, of any article for which a maximum price is applicable according to 
section 1, and if he refuses to sell such commodity at such price, and if it is found that 
the sale of such commodity is necessary, having regard for the supply thereof, the royal 
authorities shall have the right to order the sale of said commodity for the account of 
the owner and at his expense at the price fixed. 

The provisions of the above paragraph shall be correspondingly applicable where a 
creditor is in possession of a commodity referred to in the above paragraph as a pledge 
or under rights of a lien or has a right to retain such commodity as security for his 
Chuns: and the creditor shall have the right to satisfy his claims out of the proceeds 
of sale. 

The orders of the royal authorities concerning the sale of the commodity shall be 
executed although a dispute is pending as to such orders. : 

Sec. 3. If during war and danger from war any commodity within the meaning of 
section 1 is likely to become so limited in quantity through unrestricted sale or con- 
sumption that there shall arise considerable difficulty in providing an adequate 
supply, the owner of such commodity, whether or not hi commodity is plainly 
indispensable for him or his household, is required, if the Crown so orders, to relinquish 
such commodity to the Crown upon payment at its full value. 

Such payment shall be determined by a commission, as provided by the law of May 
24, 1895, on the duty of cities and private persons to meet requisitions for war purposes,
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and there shall be applicable relative to the manner and time of such payment what 
is set down in that law concerning the discharge of a complete requisition. 

Sec. 4. One who, with knowledge of the fact that a maximum price has been fixed 
for a commodity within the meaning of section 1, holds such commodity for sale at a 
price higher than fixed, or who, upon inquiry by the royal authorities or by their 
deputies at the orders of the former, seeks to mislead said authorities concerning his 
possession of a commodity or concerning the quantity thereof, shall be punishable by 
a fine of from 5 crowns [$1.34] to 10,000 crowns [$2,680]. 

The same provision shall be applicable, if one who is in possession of a commodity 
ordered relinquished to the Crown according to section 3 seeks knowingly to misiead 
the authorities at any inquiry, such as is mentioned in paragraph 1 above, concerning 
his possession of a commodity or concerning its quantity. 

All fines imposed shall be paid to the Crown. If assets are lacking for the payment 
of any fine, commutation thereof shall take place according to the provisions of the 
general Penal Code. 

Sec. 5. The Crown shall issue more detailed regulations which may be necessary 
for the application of this law or for the disposition of the supply of commodities 
relinquished to the Crown according to section 3. 

The law shall go into effect at once after its passage and shall remain in force until 
April 30, 1915. Royal orders concerning the maximum prices of commodities within 
the meaning of section 1 shall not be applicable longer than to said day. If on that 
day payment has not been made for commodities ordered relinquished to the Crown 
according to section 3, the provisions of said section concerning the determination of 
the amount, time, and manner of payment shall be applicable. The provisions of 
section 4 shall continue applicable relative to offenses referred to therein and com- 
mitted during the period the law was in force. 

Subsequent to the passage of this act, about the middle of 
November, an agreement was arrived at between the commission 
on the food supply and the large millers, whereby the latter agreed 
not to pay for domestic grain more than $1.61 a bushel (60 pounds) 
for the best quality wheat and $1.43 a bushel (56 pounds) for the 
best quality rye. At the same time, the millers bound themselves 
not to raise the prices (wholesale) of their products over the existing 
level.! 

As late as December, 1914, no decrees fixing prices had been 
passed other than the agreement noted above, which is in reality 
the equivalent of such a decree, fixing, as it does, jobbers’ prices on 
domestic grains. 

On December 23, 1914, the Crown ordered the repeal of all customs 
duties on wheat and rye, and flours thereof, effective December 28, 
1914, to May 31, 1915. 

The table which follows shows retail prices of certain commodities 
based on average of prices in 44 different centers in Sweden for the 
months of June, July, August, September, October, November, and 
December, 1914, as reported in the journal of the Swedish labor office. 
  

1 Bociala meddelanden utgivna av K. Socialstyrelsen. Stockholm, 1914. No. 11,.p. 1104.
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AVERAGE RETAIL PRICE QUOTATIONS OF FOOD, ETC., FROM 44 SOURCES IN SWEDEN, 

FOR EACH MONTH, JUNE TO DECEMBER, 1914. 

[Source: Sociala meddelanden utgivna av K. Socialstyrelsen. Stockholm, 1914, No. 12, p. 1303.] 

    

  

  

      

   

   

: Sep- | Octo- Novem-| Decems- 
Articles. June. | July. [August. tember] bor. or. or. 

Milk: ; 
Unslchmmed, QUAPE......c.convvsrnaacanss $0.036 | $0.038 | $0.038 | $0.038 | $0.038 | $0.038 | $0.038 
Skimmed, quart........ hn ae nn nn .020 +02 . 02 . 02 .020 . 020 .020 
Separated, Quart ..cccovs na rerve cases cnn .015 .015 015 L015 .015 .015 .015 

Butter: 
Pohlo, creamery, poand., ........0 0. cones .275 . 283 . 283 . 286 . 308 .312 .326 

on Cooking, country, pound. .......ccon-in-- . 249 . 255 . 260 . 264 .282 .201 .298 
eese: 
Full cream, pum... onc eosiecveessoninsinas . 196 » 100 . 196 .195 .194 L197 .199 
Fal cream, POMNG..uyn enn anos sanvnsanns .145 L145 L145 L142 L145 145 L147 
Skimmed milk, pound.........s.o0niiuis .072 .072 L074 07 L071 .072 L077 

Margarine, vegetable, pound.................. . 168 . 168 176 .181 . 190 .191 | . 192 
Eggs, Swedish, fresh, dozen................... L211 .220 .217 . 240 . 334 . 397 434 
Potatoes: 

010; PECK. «comm ps onmiives Sow orn & ities L137 .151 .165 .170 . 146 . 146 .151 
New, peck....... ARR TRY Rp He a . 486 SY at hs eles nile 

Peas, yellow 2 POH cave, vtinisisic = as ai via ie ites so. 0nh . 036 .040 L043 . 052 . 057 . 060 
Beans, brown, pouBd.c.. oo cue o resi anne nian . 056 . 056 .061 .062 . 064 . 069 L072 
Flour, wheat, Swedish, best, pound.......... .038 .038 L044 L043 . 045 L045 L045 
Meal, rye, Swedish, best, pound.............. . 026 . 026 .030 .030 .033 L034 L034 
Flour, rye, Swedish, best, pound............. 032 .033 .038 . 038 . 040 L041- L041 
Oats, Jam pre ared, DOING... . cover ic shu L044 . 044 L055 . 057 . 062 . 062 . 063 

ee Swedish, best, pound.......... Sweets d . 047 . 047 . 051 . 051 L051 . 052 . 052 
read: 

Rye, hard, coarse, pound... ....acenerunes . 050 . 050 . 057 . 056 L057 . 057 . 057 
Rye, soft, loaf y SWeot, potnt....ausees cuss . 046 . 046 . 052 L051 . 053 .053 .053 
Rye, soft, loaf, soar, pound.......s.c..n.. .038 .038 .040 .039 .039 .039 . 039 

heat, Zwieback, round, ordinary, pound.| .091 .091 . 098 . 098 . 098 . 100 . 100 
Wheat, soft, cheapest, with water, pound..| .052 .053 . 060 L058 . 060 . 061 . 060 

3 Whos, soft, cheapest, with milk, pound...| .073 L072 L077 L077 L078 L078 .078 
eef: 

Frosh, Steak, POURA. au. ves caivcymis sine . 146 . 143 L141 » 137 A L130 + 15 
¥ Srl SOD, POUNG. . weicsios sda vsnsinrsamnn L118 L118 115 112 » YO . 106 . 108 

eal: 
Steak, fattened, pound....eeeeueeennnn.. J00t mm oymt Jum mel Ls L158 

i Siem, tender, POUNE ceiver ee vivicivnivmmns . 086 L084 . 083 .081 .081 .081 . 085 
amb: 

Fresh, Steak, DOU . cvenens snivns vis coins .168 .165 180 .152 .142 L142 . 147 
Salt, Swodish, DONA. ~~ xe re em n 146) 147 | 1] .1a2| (139) .130| 140 

ork: : 
Frosh, sides, poy. ...c.covvnsnrasisinen .156 .156 . 154 +153 .153 . 154 .159 
a Swedish, BOING... va osname cnn . 164 .164 . 165 . 183 .164 «167 .170 

ish: . 
Fresh, perch, pound. ..c.c...cacnvv scones .088 .091 . 092 .091 . 092 .090 .092 
Fresh, pike, pod. ain va ernas oe L130 Izy LIE WIE JI] W118 . 133 
Frosh herring, pound... ...v...oiei man . 040 . 046 L051 L047 . 045 L045 L043 
Fresh, herring, small, pound.............. . 044 .045 . 046 . 046 . 050 +052 . 052 
Fresh, cod, pound... onsen viusnovnesins. . 067 . 067 L071 L071 . 069 . 068 071 
Fresh, plaice, pound... cannons . 098 .097 . 100 . 098 L097 L097 . 100 
Salt, Dering, Pound. ov. vaeneoeennnennnn L051 | .052 055| .055| .035| .055 . 056 
Salt, herring, small, pound............... .038 . 038 . 039 . 038 .036 . 036 036 
Salt, cod, with fins and tail, pound....... . 068 . 069 L073 L073 .073 L072 L073 
Salt, cod, round cut, pound............... . 092 . 092 . 095 .095 . 095 . 094 . 095 

Coffee, green, prime, Santos, pound........... .191 L191 .195 .193 L195 L195 . 196 
Sugar, loaf (Gitbes), DouRA. cco ov ove niaia esas .078 .078 . 080 . 080 . 080 . 080 . 080 
Soft. fable wort. «oh citi savas cine Het suns sun void L012 L012 012 L011 L011 
Small beer, QUAL... . iol cuvmwnysnnsinn: «ons 015 .015 L015 L015 «015 L015 L015 
Kerosene, water-white, gallon................. .203 . 203 . 203 .213 «223 +223 «223 
Wood, birch, unsawed, delivered, cord........| 7.067 | 7.094 | 7.367 | 7.340 | 7.340 | 7.312 7.312 
‘Wood, pine or fir, unsawed, delivered, cord...| 5.703 | 5.703 | 5.975 | 5.921 | 5.921 | 5.894 5. 894 
Coal, anthracite, bushel... ........0ccc caine . 370 . 370 L441 . 420 . 403 . 399 . 398 
Coal, English-household, bushel.............. . 213 . 216 .274 .249 L241 .237 .243 
Coke, gas-works, bushel...... $8 Bees L140 .137 154 .152 «154 .153 . 155 
Coke, English, stove, bushel.................. . 168 . 167 .210 .195 . 182 .182 .183                
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The Swedish labor office has made a comparison of the increase in 
prices in the months of August, September, October, November, and 
December, 1914, over prices prevailing in July of that year. The 
result is as follows: 

PER CENT OF INCREASE IN PRICES, FROM 44 SOURCES IN SWEDEN, FOR EACH 
MONTH, AUGUST TO DECEMBER, 1914, OVER PRICES IN JULY OF THE SAME 

YEAR. 

[ Source: Sociala meddelanden utgivna av K. Socialstyrelsen. Stockholm, 1915. No. 1, p. 59.] 

    

  

     

          
  

: Au- Sep- | Octo- |Novem-| Decem- 
Articles. gust. |tember.| ber. | ber. | ber. 

Butter: 
i I Te OR Re Re SR TE Se SS LA RN *) 0.9 8.6 10.3 15 
COOKING, COtIITY a odessa ns rs se Fi es SW es Br Pied 1:9 3.3 10.5 13.8 16.7 

Margaring, yegetable: oc cee. tia. er Se 5.1 8 13 13.8 14.5 
Woot, Swedish fresh. oo. rr... 0.0 i ee Sa ne re 5 8.8 51.8 80.3 097.1 
ear Volo tec. st sha Re EL Se 10 VB:7 43.3 56.7 63.3 
Beans, DION fe or ee a Ee dae Eh ae 8.7 10.9 15.2 23.9 28.3 
Yiour, wheat, Swedish, Dest...  ncrntvaticnndtnciniiv ind vannie 16.1 12.9 19.4 19.4 19.4 
Meal rye, Swedish Dest. ot rein sr Sh ete 19 19 28.6 33.3 33.3 
Flour, rye, Swedish, Best... nosis iia os i tse semana 14.8 14.8 22.2 25.9 25.9 
Onis, stean-preparedt. iio." o. . 0 oir. Lr ca Ele Sod 25 30.6 41.7 41.7 44.4 
Rice, Swedish, Pest. iol corhuciriitiorcctiv tdi cil Raat pee 7.7 79 77 10.3 10.3 
Bread: 

Bye, hard, Comte. .  cosaere sins res cvsivninni sn irnenins sos vranion 14.6 12.2 14.6 14.6 14.6 
Rye, soll, 109, 8Weetc rn to. ra re sy 13.2 10.5 15.8 15.8 15.8 
RD UR TT RA JR SS RS SER 6.5 3.2 3.2 3.2 3.2 
Yl heat Zwiebaek, round, ordinary... ..oeco tian cic tea ve 8 8 8 9.3 9.3 
YY heat, soit, cheapest, with. water... ... eo eer enc cue vais 11.4 9.1 11.4 13.6 11.4 
pest; Soit, cheapest, with mills, Jo. c3e. cova eens vin ona 6.8 6.8 8.5 8.5 8.5 

eef: 
Hye Beal. ee aE A a re ta a tee Re 2.7 24.2 27.6 29.3 27.6 
roan, SOU EE RE Se Ye 22.1 25.2] 29.3| 210.3 28.2 

Veal: - 
Sle ened. ee He ne va sr see ee Sen a leind 22.3 23.1 24.6 23.8 2.8 
Steal, tendertcsol Ltn Arts  adnd Per 20 SR Ie er ee 21.4 22.9 22.9 22.9 1.4 

Lamb: 
Brosh, Blea rr rr serait ES he vy seen hi 23.75 2S vi ola 214 211 
Sat, LL Se RE LR er RT 2.8 23.3) 25.8] 25.8 25 

ork: 
Brosh, sides oo ty oS si ier ara rn a Eee ee 2.8 21.6 21.6 2.8 2.3 
Ball, Swedish... casera cre vest meee eat eimerevsmtT acer +7 21 @) 1.5 3.7 

Fish sat herring, Lo. eh ieee ade aids ise, 4.7 4.7 4.7 4.7 7 
Cofloe,oroon, prime, SAIS. . o.oo: cacesraninssnssiossdensnan~s 1.9 1.3 1.9 1.9 2.5 
SHgoT, foal (CUDBE). ova - cn cevsennntrennne es hs 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 
Rofogons, WEler-WHIG spre s diss veins vms smu nies sissies suns oa M) 5 10 10 10 

ood: 
Biveh; unsawed, delivered... ioc. nea Shas in 3.8 3.5 31 2.7 3.1 

C ae or fir, ymsawed delivered... ......... 0. dane. 4.8 3.8 3.8 2.9 3.3 
oal: 

Anttiracile, Wall. iio versio reson rma s sms vesnssb sore 19.1 13.5 8.9 7.7 7.4 
5 sagen, ROUSE hOIA SIOVE. ss a res cnnsivns se ene th Sens 26.6 15.3 11.4 9.6 12.2 
oke: 
GWOT kg ia i slr vd mai Css saps rns fra R nn a Shit 12.4 11 12.4 1.7 13.1 
Enola hh lOve, i es ei Te pe Sed to SE re ER Se ee 25.4 16.4 9 9 9.6 

1 No change. 2 Decrease. 

Inasmuch as the retail prices of commodities frequently vary from 
place to place on account of local conditions governing their produc- 
tion, it has been deemed advisable to present some tables to show 
these differences. The tables which follow show prices for the same 
54 commodities as appear in the general tables already presented for 
Sweden and are taken from the same official source, the journal of the 
Swedish labor office. The four cities have been selected on the basis 
of their location, three coast cities, on the southwest, east, and south 
coasts, respectively, and one in the interior of the country.
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RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD AND OTHER HOUSEHOLD COMMODITIES IN OREBRO, FOR 
EACH MONTH, JUNE TO DECEMBER, 1914. 

[Source: Sociala meddelanden utgivna av K. Socialstyrelsen. Stockholm, 1914: Nos. 8, 10; 1915: No. 1.] 

  

  

  

    

  

: Sep- | Octo- No- De- 
Articles. June. | July. |August. iemaber. ber. vember jcember, 

Milk: 
Unskimmed, quart.. .......civennmnassass $0. 038 | $0.038 | $0.038 | $0.038 | $0.041 | $0.041 | $0.041 
Skimmed, quart PS TN Fe .018 L018 . 018 JBL iver die aes tae 

Separated, QUATE. ov ve desta een cnonenn . 013 .013 . 013 .013 L015 .015 .015 
Butter: 

Table, éreamery, pounQ. <u... c.-ceveianinn . 263 . 265 .271 . 280 .302 .304 .309 
oh Cooking, country, pound... .248 . 248 . 261 v2 . 295 .282 . 288 

eese: 
Full cream, pound Se Sisi nls Ser Eee .219 .219 .216 .213 .213 .213 .213 
Half cream, BOUNG i. coo vei i runoenuninn +276 .182 .176 .176 L176 .170 .170 
Skimmed milk, pound... ......cc fave Venn . 061 . 061 066 . 067 .067 .073 .073 

Margarine, vegetable, pound.................. L170 .170 .181 .182 L192 .193 .193 
Eggs, Swedish, fresh, GOZO x coe sc sean ia nn . 204 L215 .214 . 224 .309 .370 . 408 
Potatoes: 

Old, PR einai vrs trans sev ta tita bo Be . 146 o 68 Jee .179 .161 .151 . 146 
New, DEO: od a ear eed . 694 2807 revs alvaiie Joe niin lee sachs 7 

Peas, a POURA, cc. ed et ee . 032 .033 . 036 . 040 .047 .051 .050 
Beans, hroWn, POUIA , vei. desvnss cs avr ans owns . 053 . 053 .049 . 049 «073 {:....0% .091 
Flour, wheat, Swedish, best, pound.......... . 039 . 039 . 045 . 045 L045 . 046 . 046 
Meal, rye, Swedish, best, pound Semi oyn ulny . 026 . 026 .029 . 029 .033 .033 .034 

Flour, rye, Swedish, best; pound..........:.- . 030 . 030 . 035 . 036 .040 .041 .041 
Oats, Steam-prepared, pound Sed Hea . 043 . 043 . 060 . 057 .061 .061 .061 
Rice, , Swedish, best, pound... Berens . 046 . 046 . 050 . 049 .052 . 055 .055 

rea 
Bye, hard, coarse, pound... ......c:00uc0 . 045 . 045 . 051 . 049 .052 . 050 . 050 
Rye, soft, Loaf, sweet, vound............. .046 . 046 . 061 . 058 .057 . 063 . 061 
Rye, soft, loaf, sour, pound eesmsseF rire. . 049 W020 Lai errant at “036 1:05 sien 
Wheat, Zweiback, round, ordinary, pound.| 097 . 097 .105 .103 .103 .105 .105 
Wheat, soft, cheapest, with water, pound. . 044 .041 . 064 . 063 . 064 .062 .063 

Bo Wheat, soft, cheapest, with milk, pound..| ,071 L071 .088 .079 .079 . 080 . 080 

Fresh, steak, pout. ... 0.5m ven Seiaiiiny L134 122 115 . 115 114 .115 .128 
rest, soup, "pound mia me te wheels ord TOR .103 . 097 . 092 . 091 . 094 . 084 .101 

oe toni, fattened, pound... .o.... cacti L134 137 .129 .135 L141 .142 .151 
L Steal, tender, pound elvis ds douse sone L078 . 068 . 063 . 069 .067 .067 . 086 
amb: 

Profi, steak pound. ovens vr asa iocaii i .158 .164 .145 . 142 .140 .139 .151 
Salt, Swedish, potun@.,.c.. m0. chic ieheesilisiionesie svi vspes vas neyo dered vlsnsnne oot seinen Hace sme 

Pork: 
Fresh, sides, pound... .- vec ieinrivn. va . 164 .164 . 159 .158 .158 .158 .164 
Sal, Swedish, pound... coi. c vein sivyaaai . 164 . 164 .159 .158 .158 L158 . 158 

is 
Fresh, porch, pound..........c..oei eis. O77 .083 . 080 . 083 L077 L074 .081 

Fresh, pike, pound Beir oniabag tire «130 «137 . 140 .136 L114 .114 .133 
Fresh, herring, POUR. cv ce casns tase osanssnn L057 .051 . 050 L052 .051 .045 
Fresh, herring, small, pound.............. .053 L051 .051 . 047 . 066 .058 .052 
Fresh, cod, pound. uo aaa sean es ITN sales ‘af. 069 L073 077 .080 
Fresh, plaice, DONG... cists saris saison . 085 .091 .092 .092 . 095 . 095 .097 
Salt, herring, pound. oui nie . 049 .049 .053 . 049 .053 .052 .049 
Salt, herring, Small, DONA. . suis qo vt ivan tan casein tp solos tn DE srln rovvnrnli nuns -celerstpre)ssnsnraz 
Salt, cod, with fins and tail,pound........ .073 L071 .077 . 074 .077 .073 .073 
Salt, cod, round cut, poun Tenis e nora tea] 55s 092 . 092 . 095 . 092 .095 .095 .095 

Coffee, green, prime, Santos, pound........... . 182 .182 .188 .192 .195 .192 .192 
Sugar, loaf (cubes), pound Sx anuib vn vente any .078 .078 . 080 . 080 . 080 . 080 . 080 
Salt, table, POUT... cereninnniisrvansins isa tiathesne sass sssnenss OL .018 .015 .015 .015 
Small beer, quart. .................. .015 .015 . 015 .018 .015 .015 .018 

EL water-white, gallon...... «203 .183 «203 «223 .056 . 056 . 056 
0 
Birch, unsawed, delivered, cord 8.73 8.73 8.95 9.11 8.92 8.92 8.92 

° Sine or fir, unsawed, delivered, cord... :. 6.79 6.79 6.79 6.79 6.58 6.58 6.58 
0a ; 

Anthracite, bushel. ., ....iceeceii ate .354 .354 .449 .449 L425 .425 . 425 
0 agi, household, bushel «236 . 236 .331 .312 . 260 . 260 . 260 
oke: 

Gas-works bushel... codices tides 127 L127 . 149 . 156 .156 .156 .156 
English, stove, bushel... ..... cc cssnsmsons .189 .189 . 236 . 236 .212 .212 .189             
  

87285°—DBull. 170—15——38



114 BULLETIN OF THE BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 

RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD AND OTHER HOUSEHOLD COMMODITIES IN GOTTENBORG, 

FOR EACH MONTH, JUNE TO DECEMBER, 1914. : 

[Source: Sociala meddelanden utgivna av K. Socialstyrelsen. Stockholm, 1914: Nos. 8, 10; 1915: No. 1.] 

  

  

  

        

: Septem-| Octo- [Novem-| Decem- Articles. June. | July. |August. bers her. Yor. ber, 

Milk: 
Unskimmed, GUart ic cicisnonsvarsaneine $0.038 | $0.041 | $0.038 | $0.033 | $0.038 | $0.043 | $0.043 
Skimmoed, Quit. ci: iecsaissnannssrsvons .018 .020 .018 .018 .020 .020 .020 
Separated, GUT Ecos cteverasnrasnrwsnnrons .018 .018 .018 .018 .018 . .020 

Butter: 
Table, creamery, pounQ.au.. asessnsrses .267 .292 .284 .288 .326 322 .350 

on Cooking, couniry, poi. oc cecvcnrss wer) 0250 . 255 . 265 .256 .278 .304 .315 
eese: 
Fulleream pound... .cc. nian enn ssoina nn .182 L181 L187 .185 L185 .191 .191 
Teron, DOM rae aman en Se Ae wa A ew amt mabe Sar ind Tee) Fe Few aa) eee n its 
Onskimmed Mk DONA... -. aves stania)es sro sess en so mashe wns pamsles sss nnifoinnssnss)errsssnnenenesine 

Margarine, vegetable, pound..........cca..... -162 .164 .176 L182 .195 .195 .195 
Eggs, Swedish, fresh, dozeN.ae..cueecvunnenuean .196 .211 .199 .246 .334 .412 «453 
Potatoes: 

Old, PCR... tc niles s sins anntsnny .118 PL Ea . 146 .142 .142 142 
NEW DECK. 5: ahr es aii gse sr ins nr smn Yenc bis .406 22 na enim nin bi mmna fins wes vi felon ep ns 

Beas, yoo; Dot 2. ns ims bwws senna .036 .036 L041 . 049 .055 . 061 . 061 
Beans, brown, Pol... ic. l xc: esnsaussinnds 052 . 052 .063 200 | vos sik sail oh ds mip oli 
Flour, wheat, Swedish, best, pound.......... .038 .038 .043 . 040 .043 L043 .043 
Meal, rye, Swedish, best, pound.............. . 026 . 026 .032 .030 .033 .034 L034 
Flour, rye, Swedish, best, pound............. . 032 .032 .039 .038 .040 L041 .041 
Oats, Neon ared, pound........ nye reas .043 . 043 .058 . 057 . 061 . 061 . 061 
Rice, Swedis 2» DERE, DONNA cavucssasurnsesnnmsn .043 .044 .045 L045 .045 . 046 . 046 

read: 
Rye, hard, coarse, pound..... sisavassoree .045 .045 . 055 .052 .051 .051 .051 
Rye, soft, loaf, sweet, pound. . ............ 043] .043| .047| .049| .049| .051 L051 
Rye, soft, Yoa!, Sonr, pound... ...c over vans .027 .027 .030 .030 .032 .032 .032 

heat, Zwieback, round, ordinary, pound} .081 . 081 .088 . 086 .089 .089 . 089 
Wheat, soft, cheapest, with water, pound.{ .044 .044 . 050 . 051 L051 L051 . 051 

a hosts soft, cheapest, with milk, pound.. .050 .050 . 056 L057 .057 L057 » 057 
eef: 

Fresh, steak, DONA. ceca ronsnansmans .145 . 140 .140 .140 .140 .140 .140 
v fresh, SOUL, POUR. sles ss vaminnins nme .120 +115 L115 .115 113 .109 .114 

eal: 
Steak, fattened, pound....:..ccunuvenvnes .164 .164 .164 .164 .159 .158 .158 

% Bieals fender, pOUNd ... 0... iaain a eee .073 .073 .079 .079 .079 L079 . 084 
amb: 

Frosh, steak, Pound, ceases vc nvanvass mms .180 .170 .170 .164 .147 L134 L134 
DL, SWodith DOUNA. asst an seve vas mmo grb Trah ds 10s 0 SR) 0.8 0 wan an) oa pan snn]snscnsmo) se suinio sone esias 

Pork: 
Hresh, sides, pound... .aueiaineasiciiads .152 .152 .153 .158 .158 .159 71 
por, Swedish, POONA... i.e unsassnrranss 152 +152 .153 .158 .158 .158 .170 

ish: 
Frosh, perch, PORAA. Jie. sien vaca i dud .122 L137 .145 .136 .129 L125 .131 
Fresh, pike, DOA. Ja. cue. susan ain en dans .164 L182 .182 175 .158 .145 «157 
Iresh, herrhe POINd, oa. oo rire rei nits fr on as dha es 2s wh) ne rma aij ie . 043 .040 
Fresh, herring, small, pound.............. L057 L057 055 . 055 .055 . 068 .074 
Fresh, é0q, pound... .....qii sevedi canis . 052 .049 . 052 .067 .073 . 080 .095 
Fresh, blades pound... oceevve conus avn vs L097 L097 .109 .118 L113 .109 .122 
Balt, WOTTING DOUNA. cote eee innare 036] .036( .036] .036) .036}| .036 . 036 
Soll, horving Small, DOU. c.oa.u. tetera] Tasos s 3a =n aay os Sposa guns Sees ae pa ngs oie wh hgh nein n 
Salt, cod, with fins and tail, pound....... . 061 . 061 . 061 L057 .058 . 062 . 062 
SAY, Cod, Youn GIL DUBIN. «cen anny sogie ns Aub ssn sa afew tn) we Tor miming tv 35 5 Hwee Dy wwe% 5 id 

Coffee, green, prime, Santos, pound........... .180 L182 L182 .185 .188 .188 . 188 
Sugar, loaf (cubes), pound....... yd ie .078 .078 L079 .079 .079 .079 .079 
Sa DIE OT ce erica ame BR tics saves n cy i pains ss . 007 . 009 .009 . 007 .007 
Small beer, quart............ en A Pana .020 . 020 . 020 . 026 .020 .020 .023 
Kerosene, water-white, gallon................. .183 ¥ | "203 .203 .203 .203 
‘Wood, birch, unsawed, delivered, cord.......- 30.31 -{ 10:31 1 10.01. } 10.7, 30.721 10.72 10.72 
Yond, pine or fir, unsawed, delivered, cord...| 9.00 9.00 9.55 9.63 9.42 9.36 9.36 
cal: : 

Anthractie, haghel. ... .... ceucenn anion. .368 . 368 .467 .425 .425 .401 .425 
G Bo nglish, household, bushel............... L184 .184 L278 . 236 . 236 .203 . 236 
oke: 

Qas-house, bushel... cc. diver .123 .123 .123 125 +327 .127 «127 
Enzlich, Stove, DUH). vex csr Jes Het A831 J1854 1651 181 .165        
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RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD AND OTHER HOUSEHOLD COMMODITIES IN MALMO, 

FOR EACH MONTH, JUNE TO DECEMBER, 1914. 

[Source: Sociala meddelanden utgivna av K. Socialstyrelsen. Stockholm, 1914: Nos. 8, 10; 1915: No. 1.] 

  

  

  

              

1 Septem-| Octo- [Novems-|Decems- 
Articles. June. | July. [August. i ycto ber. ber. 

Milk: 
Unskimmod, Quart... ... issues coessusnres $0.038 | $0.038 | $0.038 | $0.038 | $0.038 | $0.038 | §0.038 
SKImMMed, QUOTE... cs vcinanssvsininssrvens .015 .015 L015 015° L018 .018 .018 

% Soparsiod, QUOTE... . coicrsn sve senmns wna .013 .013 .013 .013 L015 L015 L015 
utter: 

Table, creamery, DOUN, cvuvesscnan-= -z=3 +203 . 286 .276 . 288 +317 .316 . 344 
Oi Cooking, country, poutiQ....aee ses ec nevey +242 .250 .249 . 261 .292 . 208 .315 

eesn: : 
Fol Creu, PORDA. cases soo slams = espe .229 «226 .226 . 226 «225 .218 .225 
Hall orem, DOI... . cose ssvessrs sins .184 .184 L184 .184 .182 .184 .184 
Skimmed Milk, DOUNA. .eevecsrrnsnnnsiiosn .146 . 146 MG Joona rife son asanyen onus saps vomines 

Margarine, vegetable, pound.......ccca....... .164 .164 174 .184 L191 .190 .188 
Eges, Swedish, fresh, dozéN..eeeeereeeennnnnen 21 .225 .206 .249 «346 «442 .471 
Potatoes: 

OM, DOE. cv; ssivr ind Sars inre #5 pis Amin iio . 142 I08 fees raen .151 L142 142 .165 
NOW, PCOK. . os: snonsns sn vo prcimn vod nvrans 2 .373 SG cin reese aN a ea eRe ese 

Pos, YH oW, pound... cc sens rs immnsnsamin .043 .043 .043 .049 . 061 . 063 . 063 
Beans, Drow, POUDB, ...v-srevvnns smrmss snus .058 .057 . 064 . 066 . 066 .078 .109 
Flour, wheat, Swedish, best, pound.......... .039 .039 L047 .044 .045 . 046 .047 
Meal, rye, Swedish, best, pound.............. .030 .030 .036 . 034 .038 .039 .039 
Flour, rye, Swedish, best, pound............. . 035 .035 .040 .039 .043 .043 .044 
Oats, Sasi pr red, DONNA v= v rinses sscisnn .047 .049 . 060 . 061 . 066 067 .067 
Rion] Swedish, best, DOUNM ery: <p rss vssncs .056 . 056 . 056 .056 . 055 . 056 . 056 

. Bread: 
Rye, hard, coarse, poURA...-« sansa sss mrss .058 . 058 . 064 L067 .068 . 064 . 066 
Rye, soft, {oaf, sweet, pottnd.........«...- .029 .029 .032 .032 . 032 . 032 . 032 
Rye, soft, oof, sour, pound.......:... vi. . 022 . 022 L024 .024 .024 . 024 . 024 
Wheat, Zwieback, round, ordinary, pound, .095 . 095 .098 .098 .098 . 098 . 098 
Wheat, soft, cheapest, with water, pound..| .069 . 069 . 069 . 069 . 069 . 069 . 069 

a asa, soft, cheapest, with milk, pound..| .069 . 069 . 069 . 069 .069 . 069 . 069 
eef: . 

Frog, Sleok, POI. cousnessssiname in suny .164 .164 .159 .158 .158 .158 .158 
v Fron, SOUD, BOTA... 0 a. cprminsasnen . 146 .146 . 146 . 146 . 146 . 146 . 146 

eal: 
Steak, fattened, pound. .....cocvnneue-as .175 175 L171 .170 .170 .170 .170 

1 Bios, lender, DONA... occ sirres nse L115 L115 .107 L111 .103 .103 .103 
amb: 

Frosh, Sleok, POMNA. Jouve iturin ss contennsdoaohaban anne .186 .176 .169 162 .158 
Salt, Swedish, POTN J sic iviin suirnsbissnales ss mimnioss snes pales rronasis tonnes «1221, eid biRE 

Pork: ; 
Fresh, Sides, POUNA.. cre venssprornsernses .158 .158 .151 .157 .158 .158 .170 

9 gly, Swedish, POUNA. ove ve eon civmanstan. .195 .195 .186 .190 .192 .196 .198 
ish: 

Frosh, Perch, Pound. ..ccxcervisusmseninie L113 .109 +117 .102 L090) .091 . 098 
Yrash, Pike, POUNA ..svoeesresocnssesstone .162 L171 .164 .159 .152 .152 3152 
yesh, Netring, POUNA. .......o iver rnnen . 056 . 056 .088 . 056 .043 .049 . 046 
Frosh, herring, Smal), PDOUNA...c. ov. sos alre ss toaafs se ~nrs Prunscnsrlanniossalrsvavs dienes meliitns: os 
Frosh, cod, pout. .........cnsiiassnnine. .073 . 061 072 .072 L067 . 064 . 064 
Yroshh, plaice, DON... ..... ca avnsciosniinn . 086 . 085 .090 . 085 .083 .085 .092 
Ball, HITS, POUNA .. . ... -. cvasuresrsninsonje es dsmateseensss .073 .073 .079 .073 .079 
Salt, herring, Small, POTIA con snrs~--nosrirnss sinter sss ior oss sr selresssosmyin dee sriesnsntatlootnse vs 
Salt, cod, with fins and tail, pound....... .077 .077 .073 .072 . 067 .071 L071 
Salt, cod, round cut, pound............... .097 . 097 L091 .001 L001 .091 .091 

Coffee, green, prime, Santos, pound........... .209 .209 .207 . 208 .203 . 204 .202 
Sugar, loaf (etibes), pound. ......c.coie anes .079 .079 .081 .081 .081 .081 .081 
Sali, fable, Pound... .. . cacusss ans mmed a Ens sms ness Fain san .009 .007 .009 .007 .007 
SIRI DOT UANL. cic yen avon on nin w wt min .013 .013 .013 .013 .013 .013 .013 
re water-white, gallon................. .183 .183 .183 .203 .203 .203 +203. 
ood: 
Birch, unsawed, delivered, cord.......... 8.54 8.54 9.91 9.71 9.71 9.71 9.71 

pi or fir, unsawed, delivered, cord...... 7.99 7.99 9.08 8.90 8.90 8.90 8.90 
oal: 

Anthracite, bushel... ....c.cvnvnsveerusie .400 .400 .419 .401 .400 .307 .321 
C english, household, bushel... .. coir weer +308 .156 . 261 .216 217 .181 .195 
oke: 

Gos works, bushel. ....cv..iiiiaieaciinn .104 113 .118 .128 A234. 128 .123 
English,stove, bushel. ........comsnnsssnes .123 .123 .230 S77 . 156 , 146 .149 
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RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD AND OTHER HOUSEHOLD COMMODITIES IN STOCKHOLM, 

FOR EACH MONTH, JUNE TO DECEMBER, 1914. 

[Source: Sociala meddelanden utgivna av K. Socialstyrelsen. Stockholm, 1914: Nos.8,10; 1915: No. 1.] 

  

  

Decem- 

  

  

  
  

            

3 ; Septem-| Octo- |Novem- Articles. hd June. | July. |August.Seplemy Goto- [Novem Lscer 

Milk: : 
Unskimmad, qoavt.wr 0... ha $0.041 | $0.043 | $0.043 | $0.043 | $0.043 | $0.048 | $0.048 
Siimmed, quart... o.oo a ie 01 .018 .018 .018 .018 .023 . 023 
Sebarated, quart... ..c oc 0 intl, .018 .018 .018 .018 .018 .023 .023 

Butter: 
Table, creamery, pound, ......c...c..oons .278 .299 .201 .298 .334 .327 . 356 

cil Cooking, country, pound. ....c....c <0. . 260 .270 .270 +275 .312 . 306 . 326 
eese: 
Pullcream pond... 0. oi cna . 205 .210 .203 «202 .202 .199 .205 
Hail eream, DOUNG .. . coos 5a sain sn enns .162 +373 .148 151 .147 .157 .159 
Skimmed milk, pound. ......:...c.. 21. L125 L124 .108 111 J 115 .119 

Margarine, vegetable, bound. ..... i: .169 .169 +175 .181 .190 .193 .195 
Foon, Swedish, fresh dozen. ..............0.. . 227 . 241 . 249 .281 .392 .473 . 537 
Potatoes: : 

OIA IORCK «5 Saito: so ranas tos Sana isha on .156 AOD ee ine 213 .170 .165 .161 
NOW POI ain tw 5 At San ss ails «3ST BIB ii a re] snc vn es seat 

Peas, yellow, poun@..... i.e ait llr. .030 .032 .035 .041 .053 . 056 . 061 
Beans brown, pound... ........ 5 .058 . 057 L072 . 069 .085 .091 .083 
Flour, wheat, Swedish, best, pound. .039 .039 .049 .045 .047 .046 .046 
Meal, rye, Swedish, best, pound...... .028 .029 .034 .032 .034 . 034 . 034 
Flour, rye, 8wedish, best,pound.............. .035 .034 .041 .039 .043 .044 .044 
Oats, Siu-Dronated; pound aA lane ar ah .043 .041 . 058 . 061 .067 . 069 . 067 
an Swedish; best, pound... .c.......00 .051 .051 .053 .055 .055 .057 . 057 
read: - 

Rye, hard, coarse, pound.....;....5--2-. .047 .051 . 057 . 056 .057 .061 . 060 
Rye, soft loaf, sweet; pound...........-%.. . 047 .049 . 055 .055 .061 . 062 . 062 
Rye jsoft, loaf, sour, poond............ ... .053 . 060 . 055 L050 .047 .047 .049 
‘Wheat, Zwieback, round, ordinary, pound 117 .118 119 “137 .113 .112 L117 
Wheat, soft, cheapest, with water, pound.| .056 .062 .064 . 066 .063 . 062 . 064 

5 Feat, soft, cheapest, with milk, pound...| .075 .080 .081 .085 .088 .090 ,090 
eef: 

Piesh, steak, pottid. ec veesrssscneas Tata .153 .152 .162 .158 .160 .156 .165 
Vv Fre, SOUD; Pound al. oe ad L124 .128-1 © ,125 .119 .123 .128 

eal: 
Steak, fattened, POUR cceee-zinvnernsnses .176 171 L167 Jl .170 .191 

: Stonds, tender, PONG. cou sss rans rainsasns .123 .115 .114 .100 . 098 .130 
Lamb:’ 

Tresh, steak, DONA... ci. inven rnecnnene .196 L187 L167 .163 157 L181 
Salt, Swedish, pound..............0coeees .150 .145 .139 L142 .139 L141 

Frosh, sides; pound... cc. oe cao nara ces .181 .188 J82 .188 .188 .199 
Salt, SWeliS, DOTA error rains 82 | 192] l1s4| 1s2| .188| .196 

sh: 
¥Yresh, porteh, DORN. ..coiueis nai innanss L119 .123 Hi .101 .103 115 
Tresh pike, poltind.............. .168 371 .169 .154 .137 L157 
Fresh, herring, pound........ .073 .052 L057 .057 . 055 . 052 
Fresh, herring, small, pound. . Ao . 066 .063 . 050 .047 . 060 . 055 
Freshy od, pound 2. oe. l nanos .105 L112 .102 .086 . 089 .090 
Freshypldice, potind...... cx. oi. 500.5 . 098 -107 . 096 .094 .101 «117 
Salt, Nerving;poudd........ i. iis . 058 . 060 . 058 .058 . 060 . 060 
Salt, herring, small, pound............... ; .049 . 058 . 062 .057 . 055 . 061 
Salt, cod, with fins and tail pound....}..s} .075 .077 .083 L080 .073 .073 .074 
Salt, cod, round cut, pound............... .086| .088| .091| .097| .094| .086 .097 

Coffee, green, prime, Santos, pound........... . 205 . 202 .209 .209 .201 . 208 .210 
Sugar, loaf. (cubes), pound... ......c0neerenas .078 .078 . 080 .080 . 080 . 080 . 080 
Nal ane pound a ri sna ais a aye es Seis eie sin spe L013 .015 .015 .015 .015 
smal heer Quart. i. ia ee a ene . 020 . 020 .020 .020 . 020 . 020 . 020 
Rsronn, water-white, gallon................ .193 .183 .193 .203 .213 213 .213 

ood: 
Birch, unsawed, delivered, cord.......... 8.48 8.57 9.91 9.79 9.82 9.91 9.82 

C Fi or fir, unsawed, delivered, cord...... 6. 90 6.95 8.07 7.80 7.50 7.55 7.55 
oal: 

Anthaelte, bushel... ceive iaiciiiinee .399 .404 . 455 . 452 .443 .441 7 .449 
C Pgh, houseadd, inashiel a ain Yaa ee «225 . 226 .293 .270 .250 .250 .273 
oke: . 

G25-works, bushel... ..oce...cveissas isos +327 .126 .195 .164 .151 .146 .146 
English, stove, bushel.........c..... 0... .159 .157 .232 . 206 .198 179 .203 
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SPAIN. 

In Spain the cost of living has been steadily rising for some years 
past, but up to November, 1914, the war had not seemed to increase 
this movement materially. At the outbreak of the war the Govern- 
ment declared an embargo on foodstuffs, and most municipalities took 
steps to regulate prices. The great mass of the people in Spain live on 
domestic products, and the cutting off of the export markets rendered 
a larger supply available for home consumption. On the other hand 
the shutting off of exports has reduced employment and brought 
about hard times. In some places the difference between earnings 
and cost of living is so great that serious labor troubles are feared. 

Reports from the consuls at Barcelona, Madrid, Malaga, and Va- 
lencia follow. 

: BARCELONA, SPAIN, November 9, 1914. 
Owing to the policy of the Government in placing an embargo on 

numerous food products and fixing prices generally, the cost of living 
has not advanced materially in this city. There has, however, been 
a general tendency for the prices of foods to advance. Importations 
of food products used in well-to-do families have decreased. More- 
over, it 1s forbidden dealers and others to accumulate and hold stocks 
of food products in order to realize higher prices. All firms dealing 
in food products are obliged to give a daily report of their sales, for 
such quantities as require explanation, to show that no warehousing 
of large stocks is intended. In addition, certificates covering sales 
of over one ton must be produced to prove that the goods are not 
designed for shipment out of Spain. 

The prices fixed by the authorities are shown for a number of items 
entering into the cost of living. 

Prices fixed by the Government. 

Olive oll DRE QUEL. . con vie «i din inns Sinn wun dawa wien ia $0. 218- $0. 341 
Rice, Per DOUN. coi. cre ssnintes ns aay cnion dso nvnis vn. .041- .073 
Macaroni, per Poi. coeiecns sire ctsaneinenseinesinns .059- .122 
Beans, Per DOI. I. ci. vrei cre nr ers en sens .041- .073 
Chick-peas, imported, per pound........cccconnn....... .100- .163 . 
Chick-peas, domestic, perpound....c.ccceeveveneinnn. .050- .082 
SUSAr PEDO: -  covvsivvs sums» seins sd Eivn Sarna sv divms .073- .100 
Bacon, per poi... 5. «iii iain din ohanns sonct spain .163-  .204 
Yord, Por POU. o.oo vrinss anita snsvrisgons dunsinnssinnine's L181- L204 
Potatoes, Per pou... .... coe esnincns rane snsdnepins snus .009- .018 
Lentils French, per pOMNG. ... couse cnssinrsnsannnnrnes .082- .100 
Soap, per pound...... PETC OU LG EERE RE Sih .059-  .100 
Condensed milk, imported, percan.................... . 160 
Condensed milk, domestic, per can........cceevenn..... .130 
Bogs, Por QOZBN. xcs cossiase s vnin menses nd nsnne dyn dv nrvn .360- .450 
Bread, per pond. . co. cr vis cnn ve rics ve sansa er eu vn . 032 

Prices not fixed by Government. 

Milk, COW'S, DOr QUE cvs vsor sus oiirmmsvin dsnsmspvis ics . 085 
Milk, goat’s, per Sunn Bisse Sih win wR Sa wma wk -.104 
Butter, per pound. .coccvesivser vein icn svi snpin vores . 386 
Cheese, Holland, per pound.............ccevenvun..... .218 
Egas, strictly fresh, per d0zen ......ccinnsonsvnuvannan . 630 

MADRID, SPAIN, November 9, 191}. 
The cost of necessaries in Madrid is usually from 15 to 100 per cent 

higher than in New York City. Since the beginning of the war a 
slight increase in household supplies generally is noted. An increase
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of 5 per cent on condensed milk and cheese has already occurred, and 
an aa on butter is expected to follow shortly. Dealers in meat 
held a meeting recently with a view to raising the price of that com- 
modity, and dealers in bread also met to advance prices, but the 
mayor succeeded in averting the raise in each instance. 

MaAvrAGA, SPAIN, November 12, 1914. 
The following prices are shown for November, 1913, and November, 

1914, with the percentage of increase: 
    

  

  

   

    

Prices, Prices, Per cent 
Articles. November, November, of 

3 1914, increase. 

Bread, coarse, per pound........... A RL SS OE $0. 031 $0. 037 18 
Bread, perpounid i... ean a ln Se a a a, . 033 L041 25 
Flour, common, Per POURS «J. ih si onsen nih s sma scons . 046 . 055 20 
Tour best, Der DOHA. cc onine odie Fonnaria sR dian vod Laos 05, . 055 . 064 17 
Beef, best LEE Ea nr NL DO SIS SER ra 21 .23 10 
Beol, ordinary euls, perpound. .... i ie ia rr Sane 19 21 11 
MM uiion per PONG ie cot ono Be aE ST a tea lh 17 rie lD 13 
XR Or Der POHBA  S i cielo vey Srmaie Eri tos dd ne Tain SEC nin v .21 .25 20 
Yea), DOL. POUND sworn ~binusakinrsn meine ssn domme shs sper ses sinmiod .27 .31 15 
Pork ang Dacor, Per pound... i.e ds eek 17 21 25 
Salt Cod, per PONG. |. iin tee orev turn schon rt endian nts . 05 .06 36 
Sardines, per DOUNd. «...ouanscs ssn Thiers vine ea bm dau SE .07 07 fei cuvere 
Fresh fish, about, per pound. . ou .03 03 hrs 
Rice, common, per pound... 03 .04 13 
Onions, per pond sean 04 208 [et ornverga 
Chick-peas, best, per pound... 08 12 50 
Chick-peas, inferior, per pound .05 .06 17 
CIE OE ET Rena EE RC ee IRN .02 .03 50 
FR omaloes, DEL PONG. cc ivf nc te ns tla s oiis wiuminies Sais erie th mir wioiaiics 02 | : .03 50 
Foose, froshiperdozen..  .. hob i Ban, Cait ad og an .32 .46 43 
Bees, Moorish, per Qozen. .......cu-eo. carro ir osresnn areas .28 .42 50 
Mil Dor qual i... tier ethan taken dh sab ors ad .08 AER RS 
Boticr rest Par pong. 2 fo le rahe Se ride creme n .51 .55 9 
Butler, Danish porpound i... 0 cco aus sail sii tutto enn 42 .46 11 
Tand, Der POUR Lo. vou snicn wuss sr isainite snsnins Tous v ssinmmnns 175 .185 6 
Olivo Per wallon 2.0 ten a ened 74 .76 3 
Sugano, DEP POUNA. cuore ea csr cten vss todus Sn sint ee .09 .10 14 
Sugar, sroufid, per pound. ....-.-.-coxcrrazmdrn ca coore = soa cas L075 075 J chucievin 
Y(ino, Sponish, ordinary, per quarl. cece .ovuniosassenseens .07 Te stg 
Wine, Fronch and German, per qUarb. cc cs rvs satsean tncsilesacsn Cen dt asi Sane se rea 50 
Coe, JoVA; PEL DOHA vu. i vvrvsevnvronrninnnorionenntaruns 
Coffee, Porto Rico, per pound... 
Drugs and medicines.......... 
Canned fish, meat, and sweets . 
‘Wood, per 100 pounds......... 
Charcoal, per 0 ponds... tie. oii ooiai nn iia, : 
Coal, per dO pot... ro. ic Seen sea eee 
CokS, POL JO DORMS 4. cee mses tae Tn cnn ess rans snr Sur ois 
Kerosene, perigallon. ine ein tvateb otis tint inst henlei nse 
Gay por cable meter, , ee aes Same ea ea 
Electricity, per kilowatt hour........- -.-vssrnrmarnezvsnesas         

VALENCIA, SPAIN, November 6, 191.. 
Up to this time there has been no general advance in the cost of 

living in this district as the result of the European War, although 
some few staple articles have become dearer, and the signs are not 
wanting that others will suffer an increase in cost within a short time. 

Several threatened rises in food prices affecting people of small 
means were registered, until the Government intervened and it was 
soon evident that Government pressure must be ready to be applied 
at all times to prevent a few individuals from profiting at the expense 
of the general public by cornering articles of prime necessity. The 
Government is very prompt to take measures for preventing monop- 
oly, the effect of which is sometimes that of establishing maximum 
prices. For example, a recent decree permitted exports of rice up 
to a certain quantity or until the wholesale price surpassed that
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fixed in the decree. "Since rice is a staple food article among all 
classes of the Spanish population, exports were forbidden as a con- 
servation measure when the war began. At the same time it is one 
of the main crops of the Valencia region, and the volume of the 1914 
crop was so large that the Government was subsequently persuaded 
to revoke the prohibition upon the above conditions. 

Besides rice, white potatoes, wheat, vegetables, and fruits are also 
extensively grown here. During the winter just beginning vegetables 
and fruits will probably be much cheaper than usual because home 
demands will be heavily oversupplied. 

The wheat supply, and consequently the price of bread, is already 
a problem. Bread is at once the largest single item in the daily diet 
of the working classes, costs more than any other, and was the first 
to be affected by the war. The Government and municipality have 
repeatedly prevented threatened rises in the cost of bread to con- 
sumers. On this date, however, the daily press announces that the 
three classes of bread consumed here are to be advanced in price at, 
once 10, 11, and 13 per cent, respectively. Flesh foods have not 
suffered any variation in price, but should they do so the consumption 
would immediately decline. : 

The cost of food among the people of limited means, day laborers 
and employed classes generally, varies comparatively little, living as 
they do principally upon the products of the soil grown at home. 
Among he well-to-do the increase in cost of some articles of prime 
necessity is already felt. This is noticeably true of coal and coke for 
cooking and heating, which have been advanced about 20 per cent. 
Fresh butter, all of which is imported from France, and eggs have 
shown considerable advances. 

The following table shows the prices of various articles in Valencia 
before the war and at the present date. In the case of most articles 
no change has yet taken place. 
  

  

  

  

    

: Prices before Present Per cent of 
Articles. the war. prices. increase. 

Beetior soup, boneless, per PONG... co caevvevrervenvaansinens $0. 20 Same. [...,.u-i000 
Beef for soup, with bone, per pound...........cceenununuenn .10 Same. {............ 
Beet, sirloin Steak, pel DOING... vnuxrceonsvrsirneninsvanenss .245 Same. [.v..conaiin. 
Beef, tenderloin steak, per pound.........ccccveveuuesiunn... . 245 Same. 
Non, 000 DONA... on cose rosa sas eve mmr dans ve can wes Saves . 327 Same. do. ieee 
Pork, frozh and salt, per pound......c.eusmesnsvsnsemrrcndins . - 245 Same. a... 000. 
Matton, perpoand. ......c. cic. nv maf .245 Same, wd, 
Sausage, blood and fat, per pound. . . 368 Same. 1... eunis 
Sausage, pork, per pound........... as .65 Same: J... a 
Ham, whole, por pound... i -cvrncsnriins semaines wee . 286 Same. 1... 
Ham, without bone, per POU... coves ven same sh vvivacss .49 Samet. oc. i0.nn 
Tish, fresh and salt, Der POURRA. ever vo rnodsbevinsnnersaces 18 - .25 Rame. 1... seers 
Wheat four, perpoind.. ...... coh vu cvsnranvnn a dsms vices oun 036- .049 $0. 05 18 
Ri68, PEP DOHNG . cai cai s ds insane wet fusion nr smn ninsainnises 028- .061 Same. 4... verem 
Beans, DOr DOUNA. ou. ani crv sn rial in babe vlo wo tins ma xe 3 varie 045- .074 Same: 1... 050, 
1.87Q, DEL BONA. fu. coins coin os duns srs s sme touinwsus dunnis ox 3 . 20 Same. 1. [......0. 
GHve ol, Per aallon.d oc. i. cic cams cdr dO i rims 836- 1.03 Same. lee, 
Teoanntoll; per gallon. . ......cvxsms vans rnsrssrrecvnsmunsnes 70 - .80 Same. 
Bread, White, Der poli... ...c.. coc tdhn ais a tudo ate ali, . 0474 Somer... orn. 
Bread, second grade, per pound..... . 0426 Same. lo... 
Bread, third grade, per pound.... . 0355 Same... s 
OS) DOL A0Z8N., ov cues syuwnnssrasss 20 - .25 $0. 36 60 
Milk cows, perquart....:.. ......5.. L072 Same. fo... 
Mill, Sool’S, DEL QUILL. - cu chit es on sition anne ine ssnsin nites .108 Same. jo. ina 
Sugar, perpound. erent Cnn s den ung sas .074 Same. f............ 
Butlier, conned, per pound. .l.. ce vreiediine di ibanayansiy .49 Safe, 1. LL... 
Butter, froph, perpound. ..... ol. 0 a sxe a aa hee .49 $0. 49-30. 57 8 
Coffee, raw, per pound........ Nil isis Seve sent se Pae tne. 368- .53 Same. J. Jala 
Coffee, roasted, Por pound. .....- os. csovunavestenansinniys 40 - .57 Same. 1. .....c.-00 
Pon, Per DOTA J. tn isso iBnnnsssnssn omatnsins ss sptahie 40 - .57 Same, l.....covanuss 
Cal DOT TIBI ToT. ose scores anas tsa ag 9.30 $11.16 20 
Coke, per metric ton................ is Sd eet ae 10.05 12.06 20        
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SWITZERLAND.! 

In Switzerland the cost of living had by November increased about 
one-third. This was due in part to the eager desire of those who 
could afford it to lay in a stock of provisions against possible emer- 
gencies, and in part to the increasing difficulties of importing food. 

In its session of August 3, 1914, the Swiss Parliament issued to 
the Federal Council a grant of plenary power.? The text of articles 
3 and 4 of the resolution of Parliament is as follows: ‘ Parliament 
grants to the Federal Council plenary power to take all measures 
which shall be required for maintaining the safety, integrity, and 
neutrality of Switzerland, and for insuring the credit and economic 
interests of the country, especially with respect to the insuring of a 
sufficient supply of the necessaries of life.”” For this purpose an 
unlimited credit was opened to the Federal Council for the defraying 
of expenditures for such measures. 

On August 10, 1914, the Federal Council issued a decree prohibiting 
unreasonable increases in the prices of foodstuffs and other necessaries 
of life. Imprisonment and a fine up to 10,000 francs ($1,930), or a 
fine alone for exorbitant prices is provided in the decree. Paragraph 1 
of article 1 defines the charging of exorbitant prices as follows: 
“Whoever demands for foodstuffs or other necessaries of life prices 
which, as compared with the purchase price, would result in a profit 
exceeding the customary business profit * * *° The cantonal 
governments were authorized to fix maximum prices for the sale 
of the individual foodstuffs and other necessaries of life in so far 
as they should deem such action necessary, and several of the cantonal 
governments have made use of this authorization. 

A decree issued by the Federal Council on the same date (September 
8) provides as follows: 

© ArticLE 1. The Federal Government will buy domestic grain 
directly from the producer, as well as from agricultural associations 
and, where such do not exist, from communes. The Federal Gov- 
ernment will dispose of the purchased grain for the needs of the army 
and of the civilian population at cost. 

Even at an earlier date, on August 27, 1914, the Federal Council 
issued a decree of far-reaching importance with respect to supply- 
ing the country with bread. According to this decree, all mills 
in the country may mill only one kind of flour, so-called whole flour 
(Vollmehl), i. e., grain is to be milled in such a manner that the 

bran is free of flour. The use as feed for domestic animals of flour 
which is fit for the manufacture of bread, and of grain (wheat, spelt, 
rye, maize, and wheat and rye mixed) is prohibited. 

For the duration of the war a Federal bureau for the provision of the 
country with grain has been established in Berne in connection with 
  

1 For table of relative prices, see Appendix A. 

2 The data given here were based on the article “Die wirtschaftliche Riistung der Schweiz,” by Paul 

Gygax in Archiv fiir Sozial Wissenschaft, vol. 40, No. 2, pp. 454 ff. Tiibingen, 1915.
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the central war commissary department. The president of the 
grain exchange of Zurich has been appointed as chief of this bureau. 

Reports from the consuls at Basel, Berne, and St. Gall follow: 

BaAseL, November 9, 1914. 
Although wheat flour has advanced in price about 40 per cent, 

bread has been selling at an increase of only 10 per cent. This is 
accounted for by the Tact that the whole wheat is now being ground 
into flour. A much greater quantity of rye flour is now being used 
than before August. 

Up to the present time there has been no material increase in the 
cost of meats, although an advance is imminent. The Basel authorities 
have attempted to regulate the prices of meats and prevent an advance, 
but they have met with stubborn resistance from the butchers, who 
have threatened to close their market places if interfered with. 

There is considerable uneasiness about the supply of potatoes. Swiss 
Doiatons have almost disappeared from the market. It is believed, 
owever, that over 75 per cent of the Swiss people have either pur- 

chased or raised sufficient to supply them until the next crop. 
While the advertising prices of coffee remain the same as before 

the war, it is very evident that the grades are different. Housewives 
claim that to maintain their original quality it has become necessary 
to buy more expensive grades than formerly. 

All imported cereals, breakfast foods, canned goods and evaporated 
goods have advanced in prices, in some cases the increase being as 
much as 75 per cent. : 

The following table shows the price of foods, fuel, and supplies in July 
and at present. Where there is an increase the percentage is shown. 
    

  

   
   

  

     
   

  

     

Per cent 
Articles. sy 0, Present prices. | of in- 

2 crease. 

our, wheat, Dor DOBRA... iin sas n sss e es bdimean sts $0. 045 $0. 065 44 
IFIo0F, TYC, DET DORN. is ious c ities nrsntnr at sninnusvinines sls nsnntarosns sins SOL A. 
Bread, wheat, White per pout. .......c eveince cer rrssonnss . 0625 .07 12 
Bread, wheat, dark, per poli. ..... coon eve nce nasonasvnnss . 055 .07 27 
Bread, rye, Der PONE... t,t cans sass inarnssnssanwonnss . 0525 .07 33 
Bech, boiling Der potlid.... ov. isitcacannns smsassrasnssessns .20 «22 10 
Beef, roast, loin, per pound .24 .26 8 
Deol fillet, DOr POURRA. clit Tus ca somsna do svonnonsesbns ven .38 «38 IN ine. 
DOrY, Der DOIN... soa iss sn sanrn rides snnmmieis anmm ssn sssnns ; .38 $0.20 .38 f...couwas- 
Mutton, per pound. ........ : .30 +25 80 {canines 
Ham, uncooked, per pound FO .45 AB LE 
Ham, boiled, per pound. . .70 . 
Bacon, per pound......... 60 
Sausages, per pound.... . 60 
Jan per pound... i rere anans ; .20 
Sugar; choking, por Pod cc ca nua she asrns Th tava anh ss . 035 : 
Sugar, granulated and cube, per pound......ccceeeuiennnnnn.- . 052 . 056 8 
COR ae, DOT DOUNA 1. oa cas vis csoisio F Sans sins Sn rms nse ne instr ss .26 - .60 .26- .60 @) 
Buller per pollA: crit sev in fic denn ennin ce deni tes se nk Ea an .29 - .40 20 AD asa iai 
ME IPaoh, POT QUAL . ca cec sree dines spans dsr evn sR some eae . 045 SOB eeananne 
Potatoes, Per POINd uu ioi treet iiuvnclinib tab ei ivnpin duce .05 - .06 L09- .10 73 
00. DOr DOING. con aise wii s sas ns cn seins mnt a mst had nnn is .108- 12 11- .13 5 
Macaroni, Der DORAL... cu co totes len rniivancnninitnenss 12 .16 33 
Fish tres morpomnd zo sn in Jeera i rae a ee es .09 - 40 .16- .60 55 
Ege, fresh (drink eggs), per doZoN.......- no vsxnsssannsssrnnss .30 - .32 .40- .48 42 
Eggs, Italian and Bulgarian, per dozen. ..........ceceeuuaa.... 15 - 025 «30 .35 63 
Cian DOT PONE cs ao ae srs svn ss ss sms ss oma mR yas sens .25 = .40 wom a0 LL 
Qeo0 DOT DONA. a. sre rss siacn se ana rear aahe 25 - .35 «30- .50 33 
Ducks, DEF OUI in, soir ae dvi dibs i Ceadbm rat uodas iit 25 - .35 .30- .50 33 
Coal, semihard, for heating, 2,000 pounds ton................. 6. 80 7.20 6 
Coke, 2,000 pOUMNAS LOI cc ce auinns 2a nsnasnnssssnssssnnssns vss 7.20 8.10 13 
Anthracite, 2.000 D0URAS ION... 5. vc sicn eran s tonne prion Sunsnnonns 10.10 12.70 26 
Soy. 2 000 DOUIAS OY. (5. cvais vet un isenvinmevioh snnsv sands 10. 80 11. 70-12, 60 13 
Oats, per hundredweight............... 55 90 1.55 72 
Moo otablos, Sree. o.oo v. aos inns sivas asia i sen ine saeafrsadii dn ma iienaninb onios- 25         

1 Prices not affected, but grade has been lowered.
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BERNE, SWITZERLAND, December 1, 1914. 
There has been an appreciable rise in grain, flour, and bread, owing 

largely to the difficulties of transportation from America. This is 
true also in regard to cotton, metals, oils, and wool. 

Sr. Garr, November 3, 1914. 
It is difficult to give an accurate view of the increased cost of living 

caused by the war. The pos experience shows that the news- 
paper quotations are for that purpose very unsatisfactory. This is 
to some extent due to the fact that since the war broke out prices 
have been to a large extent Sly arbitrary. It has been found, for 
example, that on the same day that 3 francs [57.9 cents] per pound 
was asked for ham at one shop, at another shop it could be purchased 

for 1.80 francs [34.7 cents] per pound. 
The supply of wheat flour is exhausted and almost the only flour 

to be had is rye flour, ground and sold under the direction of the 
Government. The supply promises to be sufficient. 

The price of sugar has advanced very slightly, and in the case of 
fresh meat no material advance has yet red Poultry, however, 
has advanced nearly 50 per cent. Potatoes have already advanced 
in price about 70 per cent, and the supply is practically exhausted. 
It 1s impossible to say where a further supply can be secured. On 
the whole, the cost of living in St. Gall to-day is about one-third 
higher than it was in June and July, and this increase is due entirely 
to the war. 

The following prices are given for July, 1914, and October, 1914. 
en prices for both periods are shown, the percentage of increase 

is shown. 
  

  

Per cent 
of in- 

crease. 

Apticlas, Pri I, Prices, Octo- 
ber, 1914. 

  

BO OAC LL iis carer ane as De em sas vad Sy a ait re $0.014-80.015 | $0. 029-30. 031 107 
Bulier, pot DONNA... a iri ons tras raneee sr rvs va .328- 347 , : 29 
Pointoes, per hundredwelghi.  ........c.cuerssverisonnmvranns .965—~ 1.158 1.737- 1.930 73 
Wheai fiowr, per hundredweight... ........c 0 coeds ne sivesa 3.185 5.404 70 
nyefloursperhundredWelshi. .. o. .crot oe aa Bes ile is Cas gman ere YoO34 1a la 
Broad, wheat, par lonl....... doi. isi dveia senna . 064 (Ly tals, 
i Men Te TU CR Se a Re SORE LS BS SNS A LOS3 1.0... 
Snoar, erystaleuhes, PErDOUNE. . .. vs ii te sil sie Tui ie ait es ws ae FA 1p IN 1 EB AR 
Sugar, ordinary cubes, Perhonnd.. li. ret ie ses seme mess wa ve nem ae on JOM 8... 
Sugar, granulated, per pound Se . . 
Boiling beef, per pound.. 
Steak, per pound........ 
Pork, fresh, per pound. . 
Mutton, Der PONG. oa. . tito ons einai Simin nian aps a oe 
NC DOP pOUNA oes oe nics ans Ss Ws a and ia wae 
Chickens, ORO. Ce ER ee RR ti 
DIOR, CMI se il oars woh aon os a snus s sinim Hr dad vi wire wis 
E008, eC: id re TE sah re nes Sh Siete Sa waa ee 
COs, DOT DOING... coos srs Saha Sis sad drt wa est v's 
Doz hiScoils, Per POUL; . .. cco aad shin da atsaida dd acais Ss 
Toy, ver hundredweisht. . . cL... aia leas sits mei moins aw 
Oats, per hnAredWelEhE . oii. a et esas var va ens 
Coal, perton..........:- ven 
CI0Ka, DEL LOW... oe insta dans 
Gas, per cubic meter ie ive .03 
Electricity, per kilowatt hour ; 216]. avis 

      

    

      

        

1 None for sale.
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TURKEY. 

Prices rose sharply on the outbreak of the war. The Government 
placed an embargo on foodstuffs and fixed maximum prices for certain 
articles, but this only checked the movement, which could not be 
stopped. When mobilization took the peasants from the field, the 
situation grew worse. In some districts the prices had already, in 
November, doubled or trebled, and there was a prospect of absolute 
failure of supplies. 

Reports are presented from the American consuls at Constantinople, 
Kharput, and Smyrna, Turkey; Aleppo and Haifa, Syria; and 
Jerusalem, Palestine. 

ConsTaNTINOPLE, TURKEY, November 9, 1914. 
Prices of articles entering into the cost of living in this city have 

advanced very decidedly since the beginning of the war. The fol- 
lowing prices on a few articles are shown for May, 1914, and Novem- 
ber 5, 1914, with the percentage of increase: 

    

  

   
    

  

         

: : Per cent Arties. Prices, Mov, Prov 5, of 

. ¢ increase. 

Broad, DET DONNA .. «os vv visa vnc vumnes ns suis mish ns Mio nuiainin y 22 
LE Cl TG RE ad I SR Oe .148 47 
SHEOT, Pol OD DOUTIAS. os «inv sini vias Chnii ns won wake sone donm . : 258 
Rice, per 100 pounds............. a 150 
Potatoes, per 100 pounds... 52 
Butter, cooking, per pound oe v . 30 
Butter, (able, Der POUT. sn nas rts ase te sin saan gains . . 36 
POLLOlOTNY, HI... Loca sivas senna bin x nbn une ns Da dns wale : y 45 
Wood, per cheltde {1-hor3e 100d)... co cucu svisssssimn seins cei. . 88 . 125 
Cond, anthraciie, Per tol. . uci ie tinnin tne sann nse rnndsnss . s ; 72 
Cokeand charcos), Periof....... 000 ii savavnasziosnssinnsns 20 evans 
MOY SAS. ec oR cain dn ad ah TL Se cen tS sh Cae . 3 45 
Moatsandehiokens;. ....... cies ces sioisnns te sv rna tua sasion 25-40 
%Y ozhurt (sour milk)............-.. : eaves ia 25 
C060... sash as sng aebe ts 50 
Rice, beans, olives, and olive oil... . av 100 - 
Yaricus articles OL QlOthINg.... Loo. id ssa ss ass snnarrnsaass E 50 

  

1 October. : 2 June. 

One experienced housewife reports that if she were to maintain 
her table at the same scale as in May or June of this year, the required 
food supplies would now cost her about twice as much. 

Kuaarrur, TurkEY, November 5, 1914. 
The cost of living in this district has increased generally about 50 

per cent since August 1, 1914. This increase has occurred in the 
prices of nearly all commodities.
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Prices of the following articles of food in daily use are shown for 
August 1, 1914, and November 1, 1914, with the percentage of 
increase: 

  

  

  

; : Per cent Articles, rio, AL 3; Poon 1, of 

: % increase. 

SHEE Per POURA. tL. rn a SE et a as $0. 062 $0. 109 75 
Coffee, perpound. ....-... conc sans flr ah as ee Dias «233 +311 33 
Pe, POL POX. aco ini Saison tats ns sass natin h es ans eh nies .220 .330 50 
lous, per pound oc Aa i ah .039 . «054 40 
Balt, per pound. a sad Sits Seria ante .155 +253 50 
R60, DOT PORN, seach salah ei 35 5 wa mmm His ml sim mies . 047 .078 67 
Choose, Per PONG... 5. an tas sas ns th east an wr i east .109 +155 43 
‘Wood, per hamal load (amount carried by 1 man)............ $0.308- .352 . 660 100 
Kerosene, Der NOX (2 IINg) a. i rr eat a Se ieee, 3.520 5. 280 50 
SOD; POT POR asd 3 cr dh Een a ss Yanan FETs eae . 140 . 186 34 
AM alehes, DOr DRC AEe: ir ve i sm is Se Sin ma as mae re eee .308 . 440 43 
Clothing SOBRE BEO nt. otitis Cendant smn manna te Dan Hiroe tinsissnnones oles surensics scans 50       
  

Porters’ charges have increased 33 per cent. 
Servants’ wages have increased 25 per cent. 
Carpenters’ wages have increased 33 per cent. 

SMYRNA, TURKEY, December 10, 1914. 
The port of Smyrna has been closed, and the military authorities 

are requisitioning foodstuffs generally. Practically all commodities 
have increased in price and all stocks of imported goods will soon be 
exhausted if the war continues. The chief articles that have mate- 
rially increased in price are shown in the following table, with a com- 
parison of present prices with normal prices and percentage of 
Increase: : 

  

  

  

   

      

Per cent 
Articles. Normal prices. | Present prices. of 

increase. 

Coal; Tor domestic use, POr tof... cv.uiviineneseniensennsenass $7.00-87.50 | $12.00-$13.00 72 
Rice, per OA. Con. ine sas ai sidan es Rea eR .05 «20- .25 350 
Butter, cooking, per pound . .15 «25 67 
Sugar, per pound.......... 3 .03 .13 333 
Cheese, per pound....... . 18 .50 178 
Salted herrings, per poun 09 .24 167 
Beans, per pound........ 04 .07 75 
Peas, per pound... ..... .04 .10 150 
OHYCOI DCL POANG ceo ce vrnniisassrman tats sass sana semens wll .18 64 
Colic er POUR... ied acres sons nas tons sass en .12 «35 192 
Rivewood, pov lond. cc. toh ies tsa ant leaded ahi ve . 26 .65 150 
EDD ra RS SS SRE eh .04 .07 75 
Oo POE DOIN... ot Dat a Pinas wn Ss sr ai Pam as an .01 .04 300 
Pee ae NOI EC oh, .02 .05 150 
RE ee a SL CN ST TL sin OR bP EL A i 400 

  

AvLEPPO, SYRIA, November 30, 191}. 
Owing to the embargo on exportation, native products had not 

advanced materially in price up to November 1, at which time Turk- 
ish mobilization took on large proportions, thereby interfering with 
productive labor. Products of local origin have since been rising in 
price. Imported goods have greatly advanced. A comparative 
table of prices for 1913 and 1914, with the percentage of increase is 
shown on the following page.
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Per cent 
Articles. Prices in 1913. | Prices in 1914. cf 

increase. 

BV eod er ION, le i a te a ea Tata $9.00 $12.60 40 
Charcoal, DEL POUT. seve arvensis vnrasnns santas snssnsnssnsin .01 JOE clot, 
Petroloam, DOr Salen sia... ii heeds an nis ae ia «225 .31 38 
Gasoline, Per SON a. cai vea nn sisi sidan iiiseab ca nas .50 .70 40 
Flotir, alive, DEE DOIN... coivovrisuicninsrbsdinnennrnsmnnn .03 .025 117 
Potatoes; Nalive, per pound. ve... it ii Joe sant vids chnunn en .03 .038 25 
Muaearoni, Native, DOr DONA coco ioe sini dann seras hans snna . 062 «10 61 
Olive ofl, Dative, Per Poul... i. ovine Savas nsssnssbs sce .125 .176 41 
Niner, hative, Per SolloN. ... fu cc tsscnnssssssradonssne ase 12 .14 17 
Sos Native, PEC POUR... i1. . ess civais soi san Tawa ars .125 «10 28 
Matton, Der POI... ch ans sr ven ss setae Rarer a een 12 I Bicniiasiue 
Bebl, per Poti. ou cu. iann ld ER Se esis .06 .095 58 
eas, porpotids. oval a NS Lesa ed. .06 12 100 
BeiNS Der POMNR avs ci. Sibu taint ss smears be Tess ahs a mines . 046 10 117 
Senile perpoutid:.. oh. a Ts Ca dee . 066 .08 21 
Onions, POY DOT Lec cash sneer atin raison ana ss mms we pan .03 .04 33 
Lenions, Per pond. .... 0. i hate ban RR .045 .05 11 
OTaNcas, POLONIA. cui vii tiairaririns saith tain siviss va .026 .02 123 
Avpticols, dried, per pound. ..c....c teu isn sine snretonnns : .05 .07 40 
Pies, dried, Por POU... .... usc tnsi tide sviinne Svnvai enone .04 +051. 25 
DETR TNE 1 SRR eh fe Se ST TS i .05 .06 20 
SU TE TT A SR SN A SSR as Sa BE pe .05 .13 160 
Coffee, green, Per POUR... .ci.i ve bait i isda sat Bdithies o8a3id .10 .40 300 
Rios, DEY PORE. 25. ovo voe vive vnns Sonmtwr pes tin Sins vations md . 04 .07 75 
I DET BOUN, s ras ncs-hnnnsss dass dn rave snnis ss wrime amie re .75 1.50 100       
  

1 Decrease. 

Matches, salt, spices, pepper, candles, etc., have advanced 100 per 
cent, and clothing, cotton goods, woolens, boots and shoes and leather 
have increased 30 per cent. Canned goods that remain in the mar- 
ket have risen 50 per cent, and will entirely disappear by January 1, 
1915. 

Hair, Syria, November 18, 1914. 
Since the declaration of war exportations and importations have 

ceased, operations upon buildings under construction have been 
eo and a large number of laborers are out of employment. 
Food prices have advanced materially. House rent has not been 
paid since the beginning of the war, and those who do pay give only 
a small part. 

The following table shows the comparative prices of some of the 
principal articles entering into the cost of living, before the war and 
at the present time, with the percentage of increase: 

  

  

  

: Per cent 
Articles. ; Privey Dolor © | Present prices. of 

> increase. 

LE TET NAN Men en RE ASA ES $0. 066 30.068 ........u 
Cofice, DOr DONA. oo... oi oc cdtss os Sabs asi de pus tors amma ban HO) «299 152 
Flour, native, per 100 DORNRAS. .. cc... ches viua lye sarasanecsss 2.713 2. 554 16 
Rie, per X00 POUR: . ico as. Si Fastin robe nal sans mmm 2.186 4.627 112 
Mel, POP DORE... si ins tei Saas ride Sem eared .126 . 140 11 
SN, POT POU fiat ibr. tata a sete Be Al .150 .094 138 

Xish, hotter grade, Per pod... ccc a sein esd ssensrsnnes > 7.188 .126 133 
ro nT a Sr BD RE SC SE . 262 e202. aineaiuie 
Potatoes, Per POURA . o... cotv nics ris sunpernnsvus inndnsomtns .019 Od. . osiinie 
Bos, DOP AOZON one cio as antl naianss Yates eid ede .14 LA 121 
SUE Der POUR, i se tee it neat evi nnm as dan saan stars ¥a L041 .062 52 
SIU I re SR I SC SO .016 .023 44 
Fuel, 'wood, per cantar (565:35 DOUNASY. cess escrsavenssrnnsens 1.06 77 127 
Fuel, charcoal, per cantar (565.35 pOUNAS).aeeueeenuccennnnnn- 4.40 3.34 124 
Petroleum, PETE Joo i on voici svt ovnrs sony suse sins sn sth med tas 77 1.34 74       
  

1 Decrease.
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JERUSALEM, PALESTINE, November 17, 1914. 
The products of this district are wheat and other cereals only. 

Other staple commodities are imported from Europe, Egypt, and 
other parts of Turkey. In ordinary times the cost of living in Jeru- 
salem is high, as compared with other towns of Syria, the chief 
causes being: 

(a) The physical nature of the surrounding country, which limits 
the products of the soil. ; 

(b) The annual influx of tourists and pilgrims who come to Jeru- 
salem either for pleasure or religion, creating abnormal prices. 

(¢) The large unproductive portion of the population, many de- 
pending entirely upon contributions from abroad. 

The breaking out of the war has caused a marked increase in prices. 
Imported articles have made an average increase of at least 35 per 
cent. Stocks are being rapidly depleted, and as exportations from 
neighboring countries have been restricted, the prospect for further 
advances is good. 

The following table shows a comparison of prices on certain articles 
before the war and at present time, with the percentage of increase. 
[The prices are based on cost per rottle, which equals 6.34 pounds.] 

  
  

  

      

iad Per cent 
Articles. Polis lone Present prices. | of in- 

? crease. 

Motion, rerpomn@ cco. cin vr iit ant ay $0.117 $0.151 30 
Rice per poling Jani, co cnc ein ves dll Sida as ls aia . 028 . 039 40 
Sua, PEE PORN Lo el i es Se . 039 . 061 57 
Beans, Per pOIA . Lore oe veh e arene Peres rn Heke f nt L042 . 068 62 
Pollo mE 2alloR POX. oo. . osc tater a nd siete, 1.520 2.230 rand 
Bofae, Per DOIMIA . ass vuisesc sodas soit nsdn binsidnovi mens tiwnms L183 .323 77 
POf31088 POP DON ey or se nnex toss erinsivssnas sans nsranrisns . 020 .033 71 
Hon pases per Dot... old. alias SE ste es . 063 . 100 60 
ATeohol Per POtNG co vuole cae vend snes men sit asnn sng sd sine = . 099 . 167 69 

AE TE EL I Se SER RE Se a 15,44 23.18 50 
Connod G00AS:. vader vanes dsr muses thisusis ett btdesasnt ones face tnndonssryst on shveseswcnniee 10-50 

 



APPENDIX A.—RELATIVE PRICES 
MODITIES. 

RELATIVE PRICES OF 30 ARTICLES IN VIENNA, AUSTRIA, AUGUST, 1914, TO FEBRUARY, 

1915.1 

(Average prices in July=100.) 

OF FOOD AND HOUSEHOLD COM- 

  
  

  

  

    

1914 1915 

Articles. 

Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov Dec Jan Feb 

eo bas svn areas 93 93 93 93 100 100 107 
Milk, bottled........ 106 100 100 100 106 106 106 
Milk, skimmed 100 83 83 92 92 100 100 
Butter dabble. i... oo cima fst usasaaea 111 it 111 100 117 122 111 
Butter, ordinary... ..c. «ivan indus gamarnins 113 88 100 100 113 119 13 
Butter, CO0KINE. Ln de dad tt sen 117 108 108 117 133 133 133 
Oleomargarine 43 35 wim in mt a np we i ml 100 100 104 100 105 110 120 
Flour, wheal, Dest... on. ou o- cds sesiBvsnavasnns 127 132 141 155 173 182 205 
Flour, wheat, second quality................. 124 124 133 [eves sraiaraissne 167 190 
BOA. reins iias sass sn aes ena aa 117 111 120 134 146 158i. anna 

Bread, black, mixed with wheat.............. 116 113 122 131 144 156 175 
Bread, black... coo ohvi msi aa Hew ann BO3 losis oye cabinets « nn sn uidie wisitin skins w sinin linn # nin nie 
B00... circa iie ann ana s ras Ena 113 120 120 120 127 133 160 
OOS IROSHl, saris ami sna ann Sm aia 114 114 I 171 229 200 229 
PO O08 as is Ce ens vin sms mn Rn a ew Shee 67 67 58 67 67 67 67 
Cabbage, White. 0... 0.00 i i a tii aorianns 67 67 50 54 50 58 83 
SARETRLAME. o.oo iivi anni vamina tsa a 100 108 117 117 117 125 125 
ONIONS. ri das see a 80 60 90 100 110 110 150 
CADRE. nvonian ss snare Sanat an Senn wales 188 188 200 188 213 250 300 
JOOS... ic a si ds a ae a a ee 113 113 175 203 250 250 250 
Bens, EPRI. oo iii sain ix vies Sew sas een ras a ys 108 117 150 150 175 183 200 

ED: cans ngs aes awrite a rsdn ena 108 117 142 150 188 229 
foas. BP ve bisa si a Sa SS ans 114 121 171 171 214 243 250 
Sugar, CLUINBE oe cd dee ae rai dea 101 97 97 97 97 97 97 
LT A ER SE I A 100 105 105 105 105 105 105 
Kerosene acinar an ame sie PE Sw 131 123 146 154 200 215 231 
Wood, kmaling, not delivered: 

Ee LAR ER NLR, 100 100 117 117 117 117 117 
Frard Bala vs sie ale Be Pas Aids od Amn are 5 100 100 117 117 117 133 133 

CORY. ha stein enn deans na a 98 102 104 104 111 115 115 
AAO. ans 3s dea 3a sii cnr aB natn ans 100 100 100 100 117 156 156               
  

RELATIVE PRICES OF 24 ARTICLES IN GERMANY AUGUST, 1914, TO JANUARY, 1915.2 
  

Pont volloW.. oir dara sian en 
Beans, While... ..... .. ccc ansrrsvisds hives 
Cn ee UE EL AC SI CI Cr 

Flour, rye SE EE a 
Broad, White. . ocr eran nani 
Bread, dark, wheat and rye mixed........... 
Re eres i is enn ss ins Sas ars ssa siidve ia 

ard 
Buckwheat, hulled, cleaned 
Oats, hulled, COA. cries rss 

Barley, hulled, cleaned.......... 

Fuel, briquettes, Henite.........:. 0.0 veins 

OI roSoN0, . -...oonas ss dower pds barns ne 
Milk 
OOS aa ab nL Rh mama t See ye 

gris v) ee iii en seine Sut Sates Pa Mere   
  

  

152 
140 
138 

  

195 
164 
169 
69 

113 
120 
133 
115 
117 
132 
103 

    

249 
219 

  

    
  

1 Source: Maandschrift van het Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek. The Hague, 1915, Vol. 10 (March), 
Pp. 204. 

2 Idem, p. 290. 
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RELATIVE PRICES OF 43 ARTICLES IN SWITZERLAND, SEPTEMBER AND DECEMBER, 

  

  

    

  

  

        

  

    

1914.1 

1914 1914 

Articles. : Articles. 

Sept. Dec Sept. Dec 

Buller 2 cares h se anh 99 103 99 101 
CRees0. cious ar urnnt er don vian 100 97 99 105 
Mite or irre oa 95 100 99 100 
Fat, deals oi wns 103 99 110 150 
Lord, Ameriean...........5.. 106 109 85 90 
Yard, domestic... ......5.; 102 107 113 134 
0il, olive 102 102 115 116 
oil, sesame . 104 106 129 104 
Bread. eax. 103 114 102 100 
Flour, Basel 98 113 117 133 
Flour, German 320-0. one sinn 109 108 
AVNET, eer er cscs cnroeiassh 102 129 100 97 
Malzte. Sti asain. Ts 181 128 102 108 
Barley, pearl... ............ 85 135 102 104 
Flakes, grain, malted......... 100 148 102 98 
Oatment ......iired nan oh is 118 142 107 106 
Beng; White... .....co0uin 115 1231: Coal, Belgian... S.......... 100 110 
Peas, yellow. .--............. 95 123 || Fuel, briqueties..-. ..-....% 103 110 
Nentiis nse lt soli dts sins, 103 114 Alcohol, WOR cavnl pedis mss 101 100 
Rice, India........ Ba ma 120 CTU Be OR Me 118 136 
Rice, Holiom oo 0.0 vices 100 110. Soap, white 1... o.oo. 101 104 

a 98 98 

  

1 Source: Maandschrift van het Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek, The Tague, 1915, Vol. 10 (March), 
Pp. 295 and 296.



APPENDIX B—COPY OF A BREAD AND FLOUR TICKET ISSUED BY THE 
MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES OF VIENNA. 

Below is shown a copy of one of several varieties of bread and flour tickets issued 

to the population of Vienna since April 11, in accordance with a decree of the gov- 
ernor of the Province of Lower Austria of March 28, 1915. Three kinds of such tickets 

are being issued: (1) Full ration weekly tickets entitle the purchaser to 1,400 grams 

(3.086 pounds) of flour or 1,960 grams (4.321 pounds) of bread for each member of the 
family; (2) reduced ration weekly tickets entitle the purchaser to 1,050 grams (2.315 

pounds) of flour or 1,470 grams (3.241 pounds) of bread; (3) daily bread tickets issued 
to hotel guests entitle the purchaser to 210 grams (0.463 pound) of bread. Tickets 
of the first kind are issued to those households having on hand a supply of flour of 2 
kilograms (4.409 pounds) or less per capita; those of the second kind to those house- 

holds having on hand a per capita supply of flour of over 2 kilograms (4.409 pounds). 
The ticket here shown is of the latter kind. 

Contraventions are punishable, both as to the seller and the purchaser, either by 
a fine up to 5,000 crowns ($1,015) or with imprisonment up to 6 months; punishment 

may also extend to the loss of business license. Falsification of the ticket is a crime 
subject to the Criminal Code. 
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Niederosterreich. 70 g Brot 70 g Brot 70 g Brot 
© ATUSWEIS oder oder oder 

50 g Mehl 50 g Mehl i 50g Mehl 
itber den Verbrauch ron 

Brorgud MEHL © for rr prea sadn asens 

3. Woche 70 g Brot 70 g Brat 70 g Brot 
: vols oder oder oder 

25./4. bis einschl. 1./5. 1915. 50 g Mehl 50 g Mehl 50 g Mehl 
1470 g Brot 

Tn CR NDE WRC aE IRR a ey SR Se 
1050 ¢ MEBL 

70 g Brot 70 g Brot 70 g Brot 
oder oder er 

Verkauf nur nach Gewicht ge- 50 g Mehl 50 g Mehl 50 g Mehl 
gen Vorlegung der Ausweis- 
karte und Abtrennung eines J------c--ccceeemiiinaiiiei ae 
entsprechenden Abschnittes 
zulissig. 70 g Brot 70 g Brot 70 g Brot 

oder oder oder 
Nicht itbertragbar! 50 g Mehl 50 g Mehl 50 g Mehl 

Sorgfiltig aufbewahren! 
Nachdruck verboten]: rors ==sre-=esurvisssnssnsinuvansnrrivanesnnsionnsanun 

. 70 g Brot 70 g Brot 70 g Brot 
Strafhestimmungen. oder Sie 2 of 

Zuwiderhandlungen werden 50 g Mehl 50 g Mehl 50 g Mehl 
an dem Verkiufer wie an dem 
RiufermitGeldstradetr blszn |... ovine ivathiesonninmnn vs dines senna sass via some 
5000 K oder mit Arrest bis zu 
6 Monaten geahndet. Bei 70 ¢g Brot 70 g Brot 70 g Brot 
einer Verurteilung kann auf oder oder i oder 
den Verlust einer Gewerbe- 50 g Mehl 50 g Mehl i 50 g Mehl 
berechtigung erkannt werden. 
Filschung der Auswelskarto J... vcovvnatinafiainrins voc nnnineivevansrerescenve 
wird nach dem Strafgesetze 

bestraft. 70 g Brot 70 g Brot 70 g Brot 
oder oder oder 

[SEAL.] 50 ¢ Mehl 50 g Mehl 50 g Mehl 
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