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Mr. Thomas, from the Committee of Claims, made the following 

REPORT: 

The Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the claim of Sarah 
A. Wirt, widow of Jno. T. Wirt, make the following report: 

That they have examined this case, and that, in their opinion, the 
claimant is entitled to no relief, for the reason set forth in the let¬ 
ter of the Auditor herewith printed; and they recommend the adop¬ 
tion of the following: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner be not granted. 

■ Treasury Department, Third Auditor’s Office, 
March 17, 1848. 

Sir: I had this morning the honor to receive your letter of the 
15th instant, requesting me to furnish any facts in my possession 
showing the justice or injustice of the claim of Mrs. Sarah A. Wirt5 
for two horses received by General James Wilkinson from her late 
husband John T. Wirt, captain and deputy quartermaster of the 
army of the United States, and for which General Wilkinson gave., 
in payment, his draft upon Captain Wilkinson of the army, for three 
hundred and sixty-four dollars, dated June 19, 1813. 

In reply I have to state, that I have caused an examination to be 
made of all the accounts of Captain and Deputy Quartermaster 
General John T. Wirt, which are on file in this office, for the'years 
1813 and 1814, and find that they afford no evidence of the trans- 
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action above referred to. His accounts were adjusted on 5th Feb¬ 
ruary, 1816, by admitting to his credit seven suspended vouchers, 
amounting to $511 00, amongst which the above sum is not in¬ 
cluded; and they were finally settled on the 19th of February, 1816, 
by his paying over to Colonel Gilbert C. Russell, on that day, 
$169 09, which shows that the item in question had not been intro¬ 
duced in his public accounts. 

It may not be improper to the inquiry made of me 1o say, that it 
would have been competent for the deputy quartermaster general, 
under regulations, to have declined selling or delivering public 
property to his commanding officer, except upon a written order so 
to do, and that in complying with such an order the value of the 
property so delivered would have been charged to the officer giving 
the order, if any question were made of the disbursing quartermas¬ 
ter having properly disposed of such property; but that, in any 
event, he was bound to credit the United States with the money or 
other consideration which he received from the sale, as his accounts 
showth'at he did for sales of other property. His not having done 
so in this case, and his having paid a balance to the United States 
upon final settlement, without presenting and filing this claim at 
the time, would lead to the conclusion that this transaction was 
not of a public nature. 

I respectfully herewith return the* papers which accompanied 
your letter. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PETER HAGNER, Auditor. 

To the Hon. James H. Thomas, 
Committee of Claims, House of Representatives. 

4 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2024-11-04T11:25:20-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




