
25th Congress, 
2 d Session. 

[ Rep. No. 290. ] Ho. of Reps. 

LIEUTENANT JOEL HARDAWAY—-HEIRS OF. 

January 4, 1838. 

Read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. A. H. Sherferd, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, made 
the following 

REPORT: 

The Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to which was referred the pe« 
tition of the heirs of Joel Hardaway, deceased, report: 

That the petitioners claim commutation of five years’ full pay, on ac¬ 
count of the alleged revolutionary services of their ancestor, Joel Hard¬ 
away, deceased; and, also, payment of the specie value of a warrant for 
fifteen thousand pounds, said to have issued in his favor for advancements 
made to the Government in 1787. The letter of the Third Auditor states 
that the records of the Pension Office show that Joel Hardaway was a lieu¬ 
tenant in the 4th South Carolina regiment, in the war of the Revolution ; 
but that they afford no evidence of the commencement or termination of 
his services. Various private memorandums are filed, purporting to show 
payments made by the said Hardaway, in the character of lieutenant du¬ 
ring the revolutionary war, and coming down to 1782. No testimony is 
afforded to prove even the genuine character of these papers, which, at best, 
would afford but slight proof towards establishing the claim to commuta¬ 
tion. The only foundation that is laid for the other branch of the claim 
consists of an alleged copy of a receipt, said to be signed by John Hopkins, 
assistant paymaster, with an endorsement by Nathaniel Lucas, stating 
that the original had been received by him in order to a final settlement"; 
and a letter purporting to he written by one Isaac Hicks, having reference 
to the delivery of this warrant to Mr. Lucas. The committee are of opin¬ 
ion that the character and extent of the testimony submitted to them do 
not justify the granting of relief under either branch of the claim set forth 
by the petitioners; they therefore adopt the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners ought not to be granted, 
Thomas Allen, print, 
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