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[At this point, Lt. Cmdr. Richard I. Lawlor,
USN, Navy Aide to the President, read the cita-
tion, and the President presented the medal, as-
sisted by Lt. Col. Andrew C. Steadman, USA,
Army Aide to the President. Following the pre-
sentation of the medal, Maj. Gen. Paul K. Hur-
ley, USA, Army Chief of Chaplains, said a
prayer.]

Ladies and gentlemen, that concludes the
ceremony, but we have a reception. I hear the
food here is pretty good. [Laughter] Let’s give

one more round of applause to Mr. Chuck Ket-
tles.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:14 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Ypsilanti, MI, resident
William Vollano, a local Veterans History Proj-
ect coordinator for the Library of Congress’s
American Folklife Center; and former Rep.
John D. Dingell, Jr. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the reading of the citation.

Letter to the Nation’s Law Enforcement Community on the Shootings of
Law Enforcement Officers in Dallas, Texas, and Baton Rouge, Louisiana
July 18, 2016

To the brave members of our Nation’s law en-
forcement community:

Every day, you confront danger so it does
not find our families, carry burdens so they do
not fall to us, and courageously meet test after
test to keep us safe. Like Dallas officer Lorne
Ahrens, who bought dinner for a homeless
man the night before he died, you perform
good deeds beyond the call of duty and out of
the spotlight. Time and again, you make the
split-second decisions that could mean life or
death for you and many others in harm’s way.
You endure the tense minutes and long hours
over lifetimes of service.

Every day, you accept this responsibility and
you see your colleagues do their difficult, dan-
gerous jobs with equal valor. I want you to
know that the American people see it too. We
recognize it, we respect it, we appreciate it,
and we depend on you. And just as your tight-
knit law enforcement family feels the recent
losses to your core, our Nation grieves along-
side you. Any attack on police is an unjustified
attack on all of us.

I’ve spent a lot of time with law enforcement
over the past couple of weeks. I know that you
take each of these tragedies personally, and
that each is as devastating as a loss in the fami-
ly. Sunday’s shooting in Baton Rouge was no
different. Together, we mourn Montrell Jack-
son, Matthew Gerald, and Brad Garafola. Each

was a husband. Each was a father. Each was a
proud member of his community. And each
fallen officer is one too many. Last week, I met
with the families of the Dallas officers who
were killed, and I called the families of those
who were killed in the line of duty yesterday in
Baton Rouge. I let them know how deeply we
ache for the loss of their loved ones.

Some are trying to use this moment to di-
vide police and the communities you serve. I
reject those efforts, for they do not reflect the
reality of our Nation. Officer Jackson knew this
too, when just days ago he asked us to keep ha-
tred from our hearts. Instead, he offered—to
protestors and fellow police officers alike—a
hug to anyone who saw him on the street. He
offered himself as a fellow worshipper to any-
one who sought to pray. Today we offer our
comfort and our prayers to his family, to the
Geralds and the Garafolas, and to the tight-knit
Baton Rouge law enforcement community.

As you continue to serve us in this tumultu-
ous hour, we again recognize that we can no
longer ask you to solve issues we refuse to ad-
dress as a society. We should give you the re-
sources you need to do your job, including our
full-throated support. We must give you the
tools you need to build and strengthen the
bonds of trust with those you serve, and our
best efforts to address the underlying challeng-
es that contribute to crime and unrest.
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As you continue to defend us with quiet dig-
nity, we proclaim loudly our appreciation for
the acts of service you perform as part of your
daily routine. When you see civilians at risk,
you don’t see them as strangers. You see them
as your own family, and you lay your life on the
line for them. You put others’ safety before
your own, and you remind us that loving our
country means loving one another. Even when
some protest you, you protect them. What is
more professional than that? What is more pa-
triotic? What is a prouder example of our most
basic freedoms—to speech, to assembly, to
life, and to liberty? And at the end of the day,
you have a right to go home to your family, just
like anybody else.

Robert Kennedy, once our Nation’s highest-
ranking law enforcement official, lamented in
the wake of unjust violence a country in which
we look at our neighbors as people “with whom
we share a city, but not a community.” This is a
time for us to reaffirm that what makes us spe-
cial is that we are not only a country, but also a
community. That is true whether you are black
or white, whether you are rich or poor, wheth-
er you are a police officer or someone they
protect and serve.

With that understanding—an understanding
of the goodness and decency I have seen of our
Nation not only in the past few weeks, but
throughout my life—we will get through this
difficult time together.

We will do it with the love and empathy of
public servants like those we have lost in re-
cent days. We will do it with the resilience of
cities like Dallas that quickly came together to
restore order and deepen unity and under-
standing. We will do it with the grace of loved
ones who even in their grief have spoken out
against vengeance toward police. We will do it
with the good will of activists like those I have
sat with in recent days, who have pledged to
work together to reduce violence even as they
voice their disappointments and fears.

As we bind up our wounds, we must come
together to ensure that those who try to divide
us do not succeed. We are at our best when we
recognize our common humanity, set an exam-
ple for our children of trust and responsibility,
and honor the sacrifices of our bravest by com-
ing together to be better.

Thank you for your courageous service. We
have your backs.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: This letter was posted on Facebook by
the National Fraternal Order of Police on July
18 and released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary as a White House blog post on July 19.
The letter referred to Dallas, TX, resident Bill
Connor. The related proclamations of July 8
and July 18 are listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Attorney General Loretta E. Lynch,
Federal Bureau of Investigation Director James B. Comey, Jr., and Department
of Secretary of Homeland Security Jeh C. Johnson
July 19, 2016

We just had a useful discussion, following up
on the Task Force meeting that I had last
week, as well as a number of conversations that
we’ve had with various stakeholders in the
wake of the tragic events that we’ve seen over
the last couple of weeks.

Obviously, the loss of three more police of-
ficers in Baton Rouge over the weekend,
three of them still wounded, one critically

wounded—and we’re praying for him as we
speak—right on the heels of Dallas indicates
the degree to which it is very important for us
to do everything we can to help police officers
go home at night and to be safe. And as I said
the other night, it’s a reminder of the extraor-
dinary risks and dangers that they are taking
every single day to protect us and our way of
life.
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