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And I saw it on Thursday, at a town hall in
DC, where we talked about how there is no
contradiction between honoring police and
recognizing the racial disparities that exist in
our criminal justice system and trying to fix
those discrepancies.

Now, these conversations were candid, they
were challenging, even uncomfortable some-
times. But that’s the point. We have to be able
to talk about these things honestly and openly,
not just in the comfort of our own circles, but
with folks who look differently and think dif-
ferently than we do. Otherwise, we’ll never
break this dangerous cycle. And that’s what
America’s all about: not just finding policies
that work, but forging consensus, fighting cyni-
cism, and finding the political will to keep
changing this country for the better.

That’s what America gives us, all of us: the
capacity to change. It won’t happen overnight.

The issues we’re grappling with go back de-
cades, even centuries. But if we can open our
hearts to try and see ourselves in one another,
if we can worry less about which side has been
wronged and worry more about joining sides to
do right, as equal parts of one American family,
then I’m confident that together, we will lead
our country to a better day.

Thanks, everybody, and have a great week-
end.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 11:40 a.m. on July 15 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on Ju-
ly 16. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on July 15, but
was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on July
16. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.

Remarks on the Shooting of Law Enforcement Officers in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana
July 17, 2016

Good afternoon, everybody. 
As all of you know now, this morning three

law enforcement officers in Baton Rouge were
killed in the line of duty. Three others were
wounded. One is still in critical condition.

As of right now, we don’t know the motive of
the killer. We don’t know whether the killer set
out to target police officers or whether he
gunned them down as they responded to a call.
Regardless of motive, the death of these three
brave officers underscores the danger that po-
lice across the country confront every single
day. And we as a nation have to be loud and
clear that nothing justifies violence against law
enforcement. Attacks on police are an attack
on all of us and the rule of law that makes soci-
ety possible.

Now, earlier this afternoon I spoke with
Governor Edwards and Mayor Holden, and I
offered them the full support of the Federal
Government and reiterated my full support for
law enforcement in Baton Rouge and for po-
lice officers across the country. I also spoke to

the Attorney General, and the FBI has already
been on the scene. And through the work of all
levels of government, justice will be done.

Most of all, our hearts go out to the families
who are grieving. Our prayers go out to the of-
ficer who is still fighting for his life. This has
happened far too often. And I’ve spent a lot of
time with law enforcement this past week. I’m
surrounded by the best of the best every single
day. And I know whenever this happens, wher-
ever this happens, you feel it. Your families feel
it. But what I want you to know today is the re-
spect and the gratitude of the American people
for everything that you do for us.

And 5 days ago, I traveled to Dallas for the
memorial service of the officers who were slain
there. I said that that killer would not be the
last person who tries to make us turn on each
other. Nor will today’s killer. It remains up to
us to make sure that they fail. That decision is
all of ours: the decision to make sure that our
best selves are reflected across America, not
our worst—that’s up to us.
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We have our divisions, and they are not new.
Around-the-clock news cycles and social media
sometimes amplify these divisions, and I know
we’re about to enter a couple of weeks of con-
ventions where our political rhetoric tends to
be more overheated than usual.

And that is why it is so important that every-
one—regardless of race or political party or
profession, regardless of what organizations
you are a part of—everyone right now focus on
words and actions that can unite this country
rather than divide it further. We don’t need in-
flammatory rhetoric. We don’t need careless
accusations thrown around to score political
points or to advance an agenda. We need to
temper our words and open our hearts, all of
us. We need what we saw in Dallas this week,
as a community came together to restore order
and deepen unity and understanding. We need
the kind of efforts we saw this week in meet-
ings between community leaders and police—
some of which I participated in—where I saw
people of good will pledge to work together to
reduce violence throughout all of our commu-
nities. That’s what’s needed right now. And it is
up to all of us to make sure we are part of the
solution and not part of the problem.

Someone once wrote, “A bullet need hap-
pen only once, but for peace to work, we need
to be reminded of its existence again and again
and again.”

My fellow Americans, only we can prove,
through words and through deeds, that we will
not be divided. And we’re going to have to

keep on doing it “again and again and again.”
That’s how this country gets united. That’s how
we bring people of good will together. Only we
can prove that we have the grace and the char-
acter and the common humanity to end this
kind of senseless violence, to reduce fear and
mistrust within the American family, to set an
example for our children.

And that’s who we are, and that’s who we al-
ways have the capacity to be. And that’s the
best way for us to honor the sacrifice of the
brave police officers who were taken from us
this morning.

May God bless them and their families, and
may God bless the United States of America.
Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:03 p.m. in the
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
Ofc. Matthew Gerald and Cpl. Montrell Jack-
son, Baton Rouge Police Department, and
Deputy Brad Garafola, East Baton Rouge
Sheriff’s Office, who were killed in the shoot-
ing in Baton Rouge, LA; Deputies Bruce Sim-
mons and Nicholas Tullier, East Baton Rouge
Sheriff’s Office, and Ofc. Brad Montgomery,
Baton Rouge Police Department, who were in-
jured in the shooting; Gavin Eugene Long,
suspected gunman in the shooting; and author
Colum McCann. The related proclamation of
July 18 is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.
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I condemn, in the strongest sense of the
word, the attack on law enforcement in Baton
Rouge. For the second time in 2 weeks, police
officers who put their lives on the line for ours
every day were doing their job when they were
killed in a cowardly and reprehensible assault.
These are attacks on public servants, on the
rule of law, and on civilized society, and they
have to stop.

I’ve offered my full support, and the full
support of the Federal Government, to Gover-
nor Edwards, Mayor Holden, the Sheriff’s Of-
fice, and the Baton Rouge Police Department.
And make no mistake: Justice will be done.

We may not yet know the motives for this at-
tack, but I want to be clear: there is no justifi-
cation for violence against law enforcement.
None. These attacks are the work of cowards
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