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killed in the terrorist attack at a Bastille Day
celebration in Nice, France, on July 14; and
France’s Ambassador to the U.S. Gerard

Araud. He also referred to the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organiza-
tion.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of United
States Armed Forces Personnel to Uganda

July 15, 2016
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

As reported on July 13, in response to the
security situation in South Sudan, I ordered
the deployment of additional U.S. Armed
Forces personnel to South Sudan to support
the security of U.S. personnel and of our Em-
bassy in Juba and the pre-positioning in Dji-
bouti of additional U.S. Armed Forces pre-
pared to support the security of U.S. citizens
and property in South Sudan. Beginning on Ju-
ly 14, 2016, up to approximately 200 U.S.
Armed Forces with appropriate combat equip-
ment, including those forces initially pre-posi-
tioned in Dijibouti, are pre-positioning in
Uganda for this purpose.

It is not possible to know at this time the
precise scope or the duration of the deploy-
ments of U.S. Armed Forces necessary to sup-
port the security of U.S. citizens and property
in South Sudan.

The President’s Weekly Address
July 16, 2016

Hi, everybody. It’s been a challenging cou-
ple of weeks: the shootings in Minnesota and
Baton Rouge, the protests, the targeting and
murder of police officers in Dallas. It’s left all
of us struggling to make sense of things at
times. Now, I know that for many, it can feel
like the deepest faultlines of our democracy
have suddenly been exposed and even wid-
ened.

But the America I know—the America I saw
this week—is just not as divided as some folks
try to insist. I saw it on Monday, when I met
with law enforcement to talk about the chal-
lenges they face and how too often, we ask our
police to do too much: to be social workers and
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I have directed this action consistent with
my responsibility to protect U.S. citizens both
at home and abroad, and in furtherance of U.S.
national security and foreign policy interests,
pursuant to my constitutional authority to con-
duct U.S. foreign relations and as Commander
in Chief and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress fully informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution (Public
Law 93-148). I appreciate the support of the
Congress in these actions.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Orrin G. Hatch, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate.

teachers and guardians and drug counselors as
well.

I saw it on Tuesday, when I traveled to Dal-
las for the memorial service for the five coura-
geous officers who died in the line of duty,
even as they were protecting protesters with
whom they may have disagreed.

I saw it on Wednesday, when I hosted police
chiefs, Black Lives Matter’s activists, State and
local leaders, and others for a discussion that
lasted more than 4 hours, a discussion on more
steps we can take to continue supporting the
police who keep our streets safe and instill con-
fidence that the law applies to everyone equally.
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