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killed in the terrorist attack at a Bastille Day
celebration in Nice, France, on July 14; and
France’s Ambassador to the U.S. Gerard

Araud. He also referred to the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organiza-
tion.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of United
States Armed Forces Personnel to Uganda

July 15, 2016
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

As reported on July 13, in response to the
security situation in South Sudan, I ordered
the deployment of additional U.S. Armed
Forces personnel to South Sudan to support
the security of U.S. personnel and of our Em-
bassy in Juba and the pre-positioning in Dji-
bouti of additional U.S. Armed Forces pre-
pared to support the security of U.S. citizens
and property in South Sudan. Beginning on Ju-
ly 14, 2016, up to approximately 200 U.S.
Armed Forces with appropriate combat equip-
ment, including those forces initially pre-posi-
tioned in Dijibouti, are pre-positioning in
Uganda for this purpose.

It is not possible to know at this time the
precise scope or the duration of the deploy-
ments of U.S. Armed Forces necessary to sup-
port the security of U.S. citizens and property
in South Sudan.

The President’s Weekly Address
July 16, 2016

Hi, everybody. It’s been a challenging cou-
ple of weeks: the shootings in Minnesota and
Baton Rouge, the protests, the targeting and
murder of police officers in Dallas. It’s left all
of us struggling to make sense of things at
times. Now, I know that for many, it can feel
like the deepest faultlines of our democracy
have suddenly been exposed and even wid-
ened.

But the America I know—the America I saw
this week—is just not as divided as some folks
try to insist. I saw it on Monday, when I met
with law enforcement to talk about the chal-
lenges they face and how too often, we ask our
police to do too much: to be social workers and
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I have directed this action consistent with
my responsibility to protect U.S. citizens both
at home and abroad, and in furtherance of U.S.
national security and foreign policy interests,
pursuant to my constitutional authority to con-
duct U.S. foreign relations and as Commander
in Chief and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress fully informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution (Public
Law 93-148). I appreciate the support of the
Congress in these actions.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Orrin G. Hatch, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate.

teachers and guardians and drug counselors as
well.

I saw it on Tuesday, when I traveled to Dal-
las for the memorial service for the five coura-
geous officers who died in the line of duty,
even as they were protecting protesters with
whom they may have disagreed.

I saw it on Wednesday, when I hosted police
chiefs, Black Lives Matter’s activists, State and
local leaders, and others for a discussion that
lasted more than 4 hours, a discussion on more
steps we can take to continue supporting the
police who keep our streets safe and instill con-
fidence that the law applies to everyone equally.



And I saw it on Thursday, at a town hall in
DC, where we talked about how there is no
contradiction between honoring police and
recognizing the racial disparities that exist in
our criminal justice system and trying to fix
those discrepancies.

Now, these conversations were candid, they
were challenging, even uncomfortable some-
times. But that’s the point. We have to be able
to talk about these things honestly and openly,
not just in the comfort of our own circles, but
with folks who look differently and think dif-
ferently than we do. Otherwise, we’ll never
break this dangerous cycle. And that’s what
America’s all about: not just finding policies
that work, but forging consensus, fighting cyni-
cism, and finding the political will to keep
changing this country for the better.

That’s what America gives us, all of us: the
capacity to change. It won’t happen overnight.
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The issues we're grappling with go back de-
cades, even centuries. But if we can open our
hearts to try and see ourselves in one another,
if we can worry less about which side has been
wronged and worry more about joining sides to
do right, as equal parts of one American family,
then I'm confident that together, we will lead
our country to a better day.

Thanks, everybody, and have a great week-
end.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 11:40 a.m. on July 15 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on Ju-
ly 16. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on July 15, but
was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on July
16. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.

Remarks on the Shooting of Law Enforcement Officers in Baton Rouge,

Louisiana
July 17, 2016

Good afternoon, everybody.

As all of you know now, this morning three
law enforcement officers in Baton Rouge were
killed in the line of duty. Three others were
wounded. One is still in critical condition.

As of right now, we don’t know the motive of
the killer. We don’t know whether the killer set
out to target police officers or whether he
gunned them down as they responded to a call.
Regardless of motive, the death of these three
brave officers underscores the danger that po-
lice across the country confront every single
day. And we as a nation have to be loud and
clear that nothing justifies violence against law
enforcement. Attacks on police are an attack
on all of us and the rule of law that makes soci-
ety possible.

Now, earlier this afternoon I spoke with
Governor Edwards and Mayor Holden, and I
offered them the full support of the Federal
Government and reiterated my full support for
law enforcement in Baton Rouge and for po-
lice officers across the country. I also spoke to

the Attorney General, and the FBI has already
been on the scene. And through the work of all
levels of government, justice will be done.

Most of all, our hearts go out to the families
who are grieving. Our prayers go out to the of-
ficer who is still fighting for his life. This has
happened far too often. And I've spent a lot of
time with law enforcement this past week. I'm
surrounded by the best of the best every single
day. And I know whenever this happens, wher-
ever this happens, you feel it. Your families feel
it. But what I want you to know today is the re-
spect and the gratitude of the American people
for everything that you do for us.

And 5 days ago, I traveled to Dallas for the
memorial service of the officers who were slain
there. I said that that killer would not be the
last person who tries to make us turn on each
other. Nor will today’s killer. It remains up to
us to make sure that they fail. That decision is
all of ours: the decision to make sure that our
best selves are reflected across America, not
our worst—that’s up to us.
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