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around this table is very different than the one
that you see on a day-to-day or hourly basis in
the media.

And one of the things that I encouraged ev-
erybody here to do was to try to be as thought-
ful and respectful outside of this room as folks
were to each other during the course of this
conversation, because I think the American
people would feel more encouraged.

Now, as I said yesterday, I do not want to
gloss over the fact that not only are there very
real problems, but there are still deep divisions
about how to solve these problems. There’s no
doubt that police departments still feel embat-
tled and unjustly accused. And there is no
doubt that minority communities, communi-
ties of color still feel like it just takes too long
to do what’s right. And the pace of change is
going to feel too fast for some and too slow for
others. And sadly, because this is a huge coun-
try that is very diverse and we have a lot of po-
lice departments, I think it is fair to say that we
will see more tension in police—between po-
lice and communities this month, next month,
next year, and for quite some time.

The one thing, I think, we all have to do,
though, is not paper over those differences or

paper over those problems, but we do have to
try to constructively solve them and not simply
win talking-point arguments and not just give
voice to what we’re feeling at the moment. We
have to, as a country, sit down and just grind it
out, solve these problems. And I think they—if
we have that kind of sustained commitment,
I’m confident we can do so. All right?

So thank you all for participating. It was a
terrific conversation. And they’ve all promised
to take Michelle’s call if she’s wondering why I
was late for dinner. [Laughter] All right?

Q. Mr. President——
The President. Thank you, guys. If I start

taking questions, I think it’s fair to say that I’m
going to not get out of here, and we’re already
way late. Thank you, guys. Appreciate it. Thank
you. Got a whole town hall tomorrow.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:49 p.m. in
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Exec-
utive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Charles H. Ramsey and Laurie Rob-
inson, Cochairs, President’s Task Force on
21st-Century Policing. A portion of these re-
marks could not be verified because the audio
was incomplete.

Statement on the First Anniversary of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action To Prevent Iran From Obtaining a Nuclear Weapon
July 14, 2016

Today marks one year since the conclusion
of the Iran nuclear deal—known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)—by
representatives of the United States, Iran,
France, the United Kingdom, Germany, Chi-
na, Russia, and the European Union. Over the
last year, the Iran deal has succeeded in rolling
back Iran’s nuclear program, avoiding further
conflict, and making us safer.

During the past year, Iran has implemented
its nuclear-related commitments, as verified by
the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA). Iran has shipped out 98 percent of its
enriched uranium, dismantled two-thirds of its
centrifuges, filled its plutonium production re-
actor with concrete, and adopted the most in-

trusive inspection and verification program ev-
er negotiated for a nuclear program. IAEA re-
ports have confirmed that Iran is complying
with its commitments. As a result, all of Iran’s
pathways to a nuclear weapon remain closed,
and Iran’s breakout time has been extended
from 2 to 3 months to about a year. The United
States and our negotiating partners have also
fully implemented our commitments to lift nu-
clear-related sanctions, and we will continue to
uphold our commitments as long as Iran con-
tinues to abide by the deal.

The JCPOA demonstrates what can be
achieved by principled diplomacy and a sus-
tained commitment to stopping the spread of nu-
clear weapons. America’s willingness to engage
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directly with Iran opened the door to talks,
which led to the international unity and sus-
tained engagement that culminated in the

JCPOA. We still have serious differences with
Iran, but the United States, our partners, and the
world are more secure because of the JCPOA.

Remarks at a Reception for Members of the Diplomatic Corps
July 15, 2016

Good afternoon, everyone. I just had the op-
portunity to greet each of you in person. And
we welcome all of you. Each year, the diplo-
matic corps comes so that we can say thank you
for the partnership between our nations and
our peoples and reaffirm our shared commit-
ment to promoting security and peace and hu-
man dignity around the world.

Obviously, we come here with heavier
hearts than normal. Overnight in Nice, we wit-
nessed another tragic and appalling attack on
the freedom and the peace that we cherish.

Today our hearts are with the people of
France and with all the innocent men, women,
and so many children who were hurt or killed
in this sickening attack. This includes Ameri-
cans that we know of: a family from Texas, a fa-
ther and young son—just 11 years old—who
were there on vacation. Their family, like so
many others, are devastated. They’re grieving.
They need all the love and support of our
American family as they grapple with an un-
imaginable loss and try to get through what are
going to be very difficult days.

And so, on behalf of all of us, I think, I want
to welcome our friend, Ambassador Araud of
France. And I had a chance to meet with him
right before I came out so that he knew that it’s
not just the United States of America, but the
entire world that stands in solidarity with the
people of France during this difficult time.

I spoke to President Hollande earlier today,
and in addition to conveying deep condolenc-
es, I reminded him that France is America’s
oldest ally and one of our strongest. We owe
our freedom to each other. Americans and
French have stood together for two centuries.
And I told President Hollande that we will
stand united now: in our grief, in our praying
for the many who are injured, many of whom
are still fighting for their lives. And we pledge
to stand with our French friends as we defend

our nations against this scourge of terrorism
and violence.

And this is a threat to all of us. We don’t
know all the details, but what we know is the
capacity of even a single individual to do ex-
traordinary harm to our people, to our way of
life. A lot of nations represented here today
have been impacted this year and in previous
years. In recent weeks, we’ve seen heinous at-
tacks, inspired or directed by ISIL, here in the
United States, in Turkey, in Iraq, in Bangla-
desh, in Saudi Arabia. And these terrorists are
targeting and killing innocent people of all
backgrounds and all faiths, including Muslims.
And I know I speak for all of us when I say that
these individuals and these networks are an af-
front to all of our humanity.

Many of the nations that are represented
here today are part of our global coalition
against ISIL. And I want to take this opportu-
nity to say once more: We will not be deterred.
We will not relent. We’re going to keep work-
ing together to prevent attacks and defend our
homeland. We are going to keep taking out
ISIL leaders and pushing ISIL back in Syria
and Iraq. We’re going to keep standing with
our partners, from Africa to Afghanistan. And
we are going to destroy this vile terrorist orga-
nization.

And in contrast to these terrorists, who only
know how to kill and destroy, we’re going to
win this fight by building; by never giving up
on diplomacy to end the Syrian civil war; by
working with partners around the world, in-
cluding Muslim communities, to push back
against hateful ideologies that twist and distort
Islam, a religion that teaches peace and justice
and compassion. We will defeat these ideolo-
gies by offering a better vision of development
and economic progress, so people, especially
young people, have more hope and opportuni-
ty and are less susceptible to extremism and vi-
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