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Remarks Following a Meeting With President Donald Franciszek Tusk of
the European Council and President Jean-Claude Juncker of the European
Commission in Warsaw
July 8, 2016

President Obama. Good morning, every-
body. Let me begin by thanking Presidents
Tusk and Juncker for the opportunity to meet
today.

Shooting of Law Enforcement Officers in Dal-
las, Texas

With your understanding, I want to begin
with a few words about the situation back in
the United States, specifically the situation in
Dallas, Texas.

My team has been keeping me updated
throughout the morning, the evening in Dallas.
I spoke this morning with Mayor Rawlings of
Dallas to convey the deepest condolences of
the American people. I told him that the Fed-
eral Government will provide whatever assis-
tance Dallas may need as it deals with this tre-
mendous tragedy.

We still don’t know all the facts. What we do
know is that there has been a vicious, calculat-
ed, and despicable attack on law enforcement.
Police in Dallas were on duty, during—doing
their jobs, keeping people safe during peaceful
protests. These law enforcement officers were
targeted, and nearly a dozen officers were shot.
Five were killed. Other officers and at least
one civilian were wounded, some are in serious
condition, and we are praying for their recov-
ery.

As I told Mayor Rawlings, I believe that I
speak for every single American when I say
that we are horrified over these events and that
we stand united with the people and the police
department in Dallas. According to police,
there are multiple suspects. We will learn
more, undoubtedly, about their twisted moti-
vations. But let’s be clear: There is no possible
justification for these kinds of attacks or any vi-
olence against law enforcement. The FBI is al-
ready in touch with the Dallas police, and any-
one involved in these senseless murders will be
held fully accountable. Justice will be done.

I will have more to say about this as the facts
become more clear. For now, let me just say
that even as yesterday I spoke about our need
to be concerned, as all Americans, about racial
disparities in our criminal justice system, I also
said yesterday that our police have an extraor-
dinarily difficult job and the vast majority of
them do their job in outstanding fashion. I also
indicated the degree to which we need to be
supportive of those officers who do their job
each and every day, protecting us and protect-
ing our communities.

Today is a wrenching reminder of the sacri-
fices that they make for us. We also know that
when people are armed with powerful weap-
ons, unfortunately, it makes attacks like these
more deadly and more tragic. And in the days
ahead, we’re going to have to consider those
realities as well.

In the meantime, today our focus is on the
victims and their families. They are heartbro-
ken. The entire city of Dallas is grieving. Police
across America, which is a tight-knit family,
feels this loss to their core. And we’re grieving
with them. I’d ask all Americans to say a prayer
for these officers and their families. Keep them
in their—in your thoughts. And as a nation,
let’s remember to express our profound grati-
tude to our men and women in blue, not just
today, but every day.

European Union-U.S. Relations

With that, I want to thank Presidents Tusk
and Juncker for our work here today in War-
saw. I’ve worked with Donald in his previous
capacity as Prime Minister here in Poland, and
I’ve appreciated this chance to work with Jean-
Claude.

Our meeting comes, as I think everybody is
aware, at a critical moment for the European
Union. The vote in the United Kingdom to
leave the EU has created uncertainty about the
future of European integration. And unfortu-
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nately, this has led some to suggest that the en-
tire edifice of European security and prosperi-
ty is crumbling. There are those who have
been questioning what does this mean for the
transatlantic relationship. Let me just say, as is
often the case in moments of change, this kind
of hyperbole is misplaced. I want to take the
opportunity to reaffirm some basic points that
bear repeating.

First, based on my recent discussions with
Prime Minister Cameron, Chancellor Merkel,
and now here today, I am absolutely confident
that the U.K. and the European Union will
work together in a pragmatic and cooperative
fashion to ensure that the U.K.’s transition is
orderly and smooth. No one has an interest in
protracted, adversarial negotiations. Every-
body has an interest in minimizing any disrup-
tions as the U.K. and the EU forge a new rela-
tionship.

Second, even as we face the difficulties of
this moment, we cannot lose sight of the ex-
traordinary achievement that European inte-
gration continues to be: more than 500 million
people speaking 24 different official languages
in more than two dozen countries, 19 with a
common currency. Every member of the EU is
a democracy. No EU country has ever raised
arms against another. An integrated Europe is
one of the greatest political and economic
achievements of modern times, and this is an
achievement that has to be preserved.

Third, and for all the reasons I just men-
tioned, the United States has a strong and en-
during interest in a united, democratic Eu-
rope. We’re bound together by ties of history,
family and our common values: our commit-
ment to democracy, pluralism, human dignity.
Our economies are deeply woven together,
with the largest trade and investment relation-
ship in the world. The security of America and
Europe is indivisible, and that’s why, for nearly
70 years, the United States has been a staunch
champion of European integration, and we will
remain so.

Fourth, given our shared interests, Europe
will remain a cornerstone of America’s engage-
ment with the world. European countries are
and will remain among our closest allies and

friends, and Europe is an indispensable part-
ner around the globe. Indeed, even as we man-
age the implications of Brexit, our work today
shows that we’re going to continue to be fo-
cused on pressing global challenges.

We agree that the United States and the EU
can do more together for our shared security.
And we’ll keep working to provide each other
information to stem the flow of foreign terror-
ist fighters and prevent terrorist attacks, and
we will do so in a way that continues to protect
privacy and civil liberties. As the global coali-
tion pushes ISIL back on the ground in Syria
and Iraq, the EU has pledged critical financial
assistance to help shore up the Iraqi economy
and stabilize liberated communities. And as
NATO nations affirm their commitment to Af-
ghanistan’s security, I want to commend, once
again, the EU for taking the lead in mobilizing
international assistance for development in Af-
ghanistan.

Here in Europe, we’ll continue to support
Ukraine as it undertakes important political
and economic reforms. The U.S. and EU are
united in our commitment to maintaining
sanctions on Russia until they fully implement
its obligations under the Minsk agreement.
And with President Tusk and Juncker set to at-
tend today’s North Atlantic Council meeting,
we have an opportunity to deepen security co-
operation between NATO and the EU.

We also agree that, on both sides of the At-
lantic, we have to address economic frustra-
tions and anxieties of many of our people, feel-
ings that undoubtedly contributed to the Brexit
vote, fears that they’re leaving—being left be-
hind by globalization and economic integra-
tion. Our governments, including the EU, can-
not be remote institutions; they have to be re-
sponsive and move more quickly, with minimal
bureaucracy, to deliver real economic progress
in the lives of ordinary people.

And particularly, we discussed the impor-
tance of public investments—like infrastruc-
ture, education, innovation, and security—to
stimulate growth and job training to help re-
duce inequality and unemployment, especially
for young people here in Europe. That’s been
the right thing to do for years, both for the long
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term and the short term. But at a time when
heightened uncertainty in the global economy
is potentially amplifying the headwinds that we
all face, these policies make even more sense
today.

We’re going to keep working to help Europe
enhance its energy security with more diverse
and resilient supplies, including from the Unit-
ed States. And while we are mindful of the
challenges, we are going to continue to pursue
a Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partner-
ship, or T–TIP, to help sustain jobs and growth
in all of our countries and to help reinforce the
larger transatlantic relationship.

And finally, we’re stepping up to cooperate
on global challenges. And I want to take this
opportunity to commend the EU for the gen-
erosity and compassion that so many EU coun-
tries have shown desperate migrants—men,
women, and children—who have fled to Eu-
rope. We believe NATO can do more to sup-
port EU naval operations in the Mediterranean
and Aegean Seas to prevent the exploitation of
migrants. I expect the EU to play a major role
at our refugee summit this fall at the United
Nations, where we aim to secure new contribu-
tions to address the global refugee crisis.

And with respect to the threat of climate
change, we look forward to all EU countries
ratifying the Paris Agreement and to the EU
joining it. We continue to see EU—the EU as
one of our strongest partners in reducing emis-
sions, phasing out dangerous HFCs, and in-
vesting in clean energy.

So, again, I want to thank Donald and Jean-
Claude for our work together. Despite the
challenge of this moment, I’m pleased to see
that the United States and the EU continue to
deepen our partnership. The world needs a
strong, prosperous, democratic, and united
Europe. And in that cause, you will always
have a strong and steady partner in the United
States of America.

Thank you very much.
President Tusk. Before anything else, I want

to say that I am deeply sorry about what has
happened in Dallas. We are with you in this, as
well as with the families and loved ones of the
victims. And sorry again.

This is my third and also my last meeting in
Warsaw with Barack Obama as President of
the United States of America. But I believe we
will see each other again here in Poland, per-
haps in less official roles. And, Barack, you
know that you will always be here a most wel-
come guest. You know that, I’m sure.

Over many years, we have worked together
to strengthen the relation between Europe and
the United States. Today, the need for such ef-
fort is even more visible. I remember 27 years
ago, it was in my hometown of Gdansk, mem-
bers of—when members of Solidarity wel-
comed George Bush Senior outside of the fa-
mous gate of the Gdansk shipyards. And we
were chanting, “Nie ma wolnosci bez solidar-
nosci,” which means, “There is no freedom
without solidarity.” We already knew then that
our newly gained freedom would require de-
fense and guarantees, which, in a global di-
mension, implied the closest possible coopera-
tion between Europe and the United States.

Today we can repeat that phrase with only a
small change; it has preserved its meaning.
There is no freedom in Europe without Atlan-
tic solidarity. Caring for the unity of the whole
political community of the West is key. Wheth-
er we are discussing the referendum in the
United Kingdom, the situation in Ukraine, or
our future trade deals, we realize how much
effort and how many new arguments we need
to prevent political entropy and disintegration.

We know that the geopolitical consequences
of Brexit may be very serious. Maintaining the
closest possible relations between the EU and
the U.K. is in European and American interest.
But it is equally important to send today a
strong message to the whole world that Brexit,
as sad and meaningful as it is, is just an inci-
dent and not the beginning of a process. And
to all our opponents, on the inside and out,
who are hoping for a sequel to Brexit, I want to
say loud and clear, you won’t see on the screen
the words “To be continued.”

There’s no good alternative to transatlantic
cooperation. All those who value our funda-
mental principles of freedom, the rule of law,
democracy, human and civil rights must act in
favor of this cooperation. This is the essence of
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our ties between America, known as the New
World, and Europe, known as the Old Conti-
nent. We know, however, that besides the old
world and the new world, there’s also a world
apart, with different values and different stra-
tegic ends. And it has allies also in the U.S.A.,
in Europe, and here in Poland.

In public debates in Washington, London,
Berlin, Paris, and Warsaw, we hear antidemo-
cratic slogans more and more, calling for na-
tional egoism, isolationism, Euroscepticism. It
would be good if we clearly stated today that
whoever turns against America harms Europe.
Whoever attacks the European Union harms
America. And whoever undermines the foun-
dations of liberal democracy harms one and
the other.

We have been building liberal democracy
with determination on both sides of the Atlan-
tic. We have followed the lessons of the same
scholars. We have been inspired by the same
political philosophies. We must now protect
this heritage, both rich and, indeed, surprising-
ly fresh. What comes to my mind on this occa-
sion is a quote by Thomas Jefferson, the third
President of the United States of America: “In
questions of powers, then, let no more be
heard of confidence in man, but bind him
down from mischief by the chains of the Con-
stitution.”

Thank you.
President Juncker. Yes. Good morning. I

would like to express my sympathy to the Pres-
ident of the United States and to the people of
this great nation for the tragic events which
happened yesterday night in Dallas, Texas.
These events, like others, are proving and
showing that we are living in a world which is
developing increasingly to more complexity
and to more uncertainty. The threats to our se-
curity takes many forms, and they are not lo-
cated in any one place.

Therefore, our first duty is to show unity and
reaffirm the values we share: human rights,
freedom, democracy, and the keystone on
which the other rests, the rule of law. They go
to the core of the Euro-Atlantic Alliance, and
they make us who we are, and they do guaran-
tee our way of life.

The United States, NATO, and European
Union are central pillars of the global order.
We complement each other and together pro-
vide peace and stability in Europe, our neigh-
borhood, and beyond. Our combined strength
remains formidable, but still, we can work
more closely together, and that is why we are
here today.

We were discussing, in the course of this
morning’s meeting, the consequences entailed
by the vote of the British people to leave the
European Union. I would like to repeat here
what we have said in Brussels the other day,
that we cannot start negotiations until the Brit-
ish authorities will not have notified, under the
regime of article 50, their intention to leave the
European Union. But then, we have to engage
in negotiations. And I’m not doing this, how
could I say, in hostile mood. I do think that,
even after the referendum, the European
Union and the United Kingdom share a com-
munity of interests, not only in the defense and
the military sector, but in all the relevant sec-
tors of international life, mainly as far as trade
is concerned.

But if a country wants to have a free access
to the entire market, it’s for sure that this
country has to respect the four basic freedoms,
including the one of the freedom of movement
for workers. But we’ll have these negotiations
with our British friends. And I do think that it’s
in our interest and in the global interest to
keep Britain as a strong ally anyway in NATO
and as a strong partner when it comes to the
relations of this then third country with the
European Union.

As time is running out, Barack, I will stop
here, not without having said that we were dis-
cussing the T–TIP issue and that we want to
conclude these negotiations before the end of
this year, as—mainly as far as the big blocks of
this negotiation are concerned. You will ask the
European Council, I was asking leaders one af-
ter the other if yes or no, the European Union
should continue to negotiate, and we received
once again the mandate to conclude these ne-
gotiations.
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Thanks so much, also for what—for your
leadership during the last years. Thank you,
Barack.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:19 a.m. in
Baltic Ballroom No. 3 at the Warsaw Marriott
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Lorne
Ahrens, Michael Krol, Michael J. Smith, and
Patrick Zamarripa, Dallas Police Department

officers, and Brent Thompson, Dallas Area
Rapid Transit Police officer, who were killed in
the shooting at a public demonstration in Dal-
las, TX, on July 7; Prime Minister David Cam-
eron of the United Kingdom; and Chancellor
Angela Merkel of Germany. He also referred to
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL)
terrorist organization. President Tusk referred
to former U.S. President George H.W. Bush.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Andrzej Duda of Poland in
Warsaw
July 8, 2016

President Duda. Excellency, Mr. President,
ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much
that in my capacity as President of the Repub-
lic of Poland, I can welcome the President of
the United States, Mr. Barack Obama, to War-
saw, to NATO summit. It is my great pleasure
because I hope that this summit will have a his-
toric character and historic dimension.

In both meetings, on the one hand, as re-
gards the demonstration of the unity, coher-
ence, and solidarity within the North Atlantic
Alliance, among its member states, indivisibili-
ty and security within NATO. Also, the unity as
regards territorial security that we are speaking
with one voice, that we are together. But on
the other hand, this summit is significant as re-
gards the construction of an ever-more strate-
gic and robust partnership between Poland
and the United States.

This partnership is there; this partnership is
materializing both in the economic dimension,
where cooperation is going smoothly, but re-
cently, it has also materialized as regards mili-
tary cooperation: in other words, joint con-
struction of the security zone. And for that, we
are grateful to Mr. President and the United
States. We are grateful for their friendliness.
We are also grateful for the understanding that
security is there where the strongest armed
forces in the world are present. And the stron-
gest armed forces of the world is the Armed
Forces of the United States, as we all know.

And that is why we welcomed American
troops to the Anaconda exercise. We were

hugely pleased that they were so numerous.
We are also happy that a heavy brigade of the
United States will be operating in the territory
of Poland. We are pleased that the United
States is providing such a decisive support to
this reinforcement of the military potential of
the North Atlantic Alliance. In our part of Eu-
rope, in Central Europe, about which we are
saying that it is the eastern flank of NATO. So
thank you for all those actions.

We had a very good conversation with Mr.
President. Thank you, Mr. President, for ac-
cepting my condolences, because although we
are busy, working people, nevertheless, the
tragic information on what happened in Dallas,
of course, has reached Poland as well. And on
to the hands of Mr. President, I expressed my
condolences for the American nation. But first
and foremost, I want to express those condo-
lences to the families of the police officers who
died on duty. And these significant—the ethos
of duty is very strong in the United States. It is
an element of the great patriotism. And I had
this opportunity to see that myself when I talk-
ed to American commanders and to American
troops during Anaconda exercise. So, Mr. Pres-
ident, once again, please accept my words of
sympathy and condolences. Unfortunately, this
is what happens in life. At times, such tragedies
happen.

Ladies and gentlemen, myself and Mr. Pres-
ident discussed a wide range of topic. We
touched upon all the important issues. We dis-
cussed Brexit. I’m happy that Mr. President
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