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celebrating the contributions of Muslim
Americans around the country, including one
of our finest, the People’s Champion, Mu-
hammad Ali, to whom we bade farewell this
Ramadan. Later this month, Michelle and I
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will host an Eid celebration at the White
House, and we look forward to welcoming
Americans from around the country to cele-

brate the holiday. From our family to yours,
Eid Mubarak.

Statement on Congressional Passage of the Global Food Security Act of 2016

July 6, 2016

Seven years ago, just a few months into my
Presidency, I came together with counterparts
from some of the world’s most powerful na-
tions and committed to improving the lives of
rural poor people around the globe through in-
vestments in more productive agriculture and
better nutrition. Today I'm proud to see that
Congress has passed S. 1252, the Global Food
Security Act of 2016, an overwhelmingly bipar-
tisan piece of legislation that will put Feed the
Future, our global hunger and food security
initiative, into law.

I want to thank the co-sponsors of the legis-
lation, Senators Isakson and Casey and Repre-
sentatives Smith and McCollum, for their
steadfast commitment to strengthening global
food security, and also recognize the leaders of
the Foreign Affairs and Agriculture Commit-

tees for their extraordinary leadership to en-
sure that these efforts are enduring,

This game-changing development initia-
tive—the first of my administration—has
helped increase economic growth and stem the
tide of global hunger, poverty, and malnutri-
tion over the span of just a few years. While
we've already accomplished so much through
this collaborative global partnership, I know
that with the continued effort and support that
this legislation provides, we can achieve what
was just a few years ago the unimaginable: We
can end global poverty and hunger within our
lifetimes.

NOTE: The statement referred to Rep. Chris-
topher H. Smith.

Remarks on the Deaths of Alton Sterling and Philando Castile From

Warsaw, Poland
July 8, 2016

Good evening, everybody.

I know we’ve been on a long flight, but given
the extraordinary interest in the shootings that
took place in Louisiana and Minnesota, I
thought it would be important for me to ad-
dress all of you directly. And I want to begin by
expressing my condolences for the families of
Alton Sterling and Philando Castile.

As T said in the statement that I posted on
Facebook, we have seen tragedies like this too
many times. The Justice Department, I know,
has opened a civil rights investigation in Baton
Rouge. The Governor of Minnesota, I under-
stand, is calling for an investigation there as
well. As is my practice, given my institutional
role, T can’t comment on the specific facts of

these cases, and I have full confidence in the
Justice Department’s ability to conduct a thor-
ough and fair inquiry.

But what I can say is that all of us as Ameri-
cans should be troubled by these shootings, be-
cause these are not isolated incidents. They’re
symptomatic of a broader set of racial dispari-
ties that exist in our criminal justice system.
And T just want to give people a few statistics to
try to put in context why emotions are so raw
around these issues.

According to various studies—not just one,
but a wide range of studies that have been car-
ried out over a number of years—African
Americans are 30-percent more likely than
Whites to be pulled over. After being pulled
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over, African Americans and Hispanics are
three times more likely to be searched. Last
year, African Americans were shot by police at
more than twice the rate of Whites. African
Americans are arrested at twice the rate of
Whites. African American defendants are 75-
percent more likely to be charged with offens-
es carrying mandatory minimums. They re-
ceive sentences that are almost 10-percent lon-
ger than comparable Whites arrested for the
same crime. So that if you add it all up, the Af-
rican American and Hispanic population, who
make up only 30 percent of the general popu-
lation, make up more than half of the incarcer-
ated population.

Now, these are facts. And when incidents
like this occur, there’s a big chunk of our fellow
citizenry that feels as if, because of the color of
their skin, they are not being treated the same.
And that hurts. And that should trouble all of
us. This is not just a Black issue. It’s not just a
Hispanic issue. This is an American issue that
we should all care about. All fairminded people
should be concerned.

Now, let me just say, we have extraordinary
appreciation and respect for the vast majority
of police officers who put their lives on the line
to protect us every single day. They've got a
dangerous job. It is a tough job. And as I've
said before, they have a right to go home to
their families, just like anybody else on the job.
And there are going to be circumstances in
which theyve got to make split-second deci-
sions. We understand that.

But when we see data that indicates dispari-
ties in how African Americans and Latinos may
be treated in various jurisdictions around the
country, then it’s incumbent on all of us to say,
we can do better than this, we are better than
this, and to not have it degenerate into the usu-
al political scrum. We should be able to step
back, reflect, and ask ourselves, what can we
do better so that everybody feels as if they're
equal under the law?

Now, the good news is, is that there are
practices we can institute that will make a dif-
ference. Last year, we put together a Task
Force that was comprised of civil rights activ-
ists and community leaders, but also law en-
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forcement officials: police captains, sheriffs.
And they sat around a table, and they looked at
the data, and they looked at best practices, and
they came up with specific recommendations
and steps that could ensure that the trust be-
tween communities and police departments
were rebuilt and incidents like this would be
less likely to occur.

And there are some jurisdictions out there
that have adopted these recommendations.
But there are a whole bunch that have not.
And if anything good comes out of these trage-
dies, my hope is, is that communities around
the country take a look and say, how can we
implement these recommendations, and that
the overwhelming majority of police officers
who are doing a great job every single day and
are doing their job without regard to race, that
they encourage their leadership and organiza-
tions that represent them to get behind these
recommendations.

Because ultimately, if you can rebuild trust
between communities and the police depart-
ments that serve them, that helps us solve
crime problems. That will make life easier for
police officers. They will have more coopera-
tion. They will be safer. They will be more like-
ly to come home. So it would be good for crime
fighting, and it will avert tragedy.

And I'm encouraged by the fact that the ma-
jority of leadership in police departments
around the country recognize this. But change
has been too slow, and we have to have a great-
er sense of urgency about this.

I'm also encouraged, by the way, that we
have bipartisan support for criminal justice re-
form working its way through Congress. It has
stalled and lost some momentum over the last
couple of months, in part because Congress is
having difficulty, generally, moving legislation
forward, and we're in a political season. But
there are people of good will on the Republi-
can side and the Democratic side who I've
seen want to try to get something done here.
That, too, would help provide greater assur-
ance across the country that those in power,
those in authority, are taking these issues seri-
ously. So this should be a spur to action to get
that done, to get that across the finish line. Be-



cause I know there are a lot of people who
want to get it done.

Now, let me just make a couple of final com-
ments. I mentioned in my Facebook statement
that I hope we don’t fall into the typical pat-
terns that occur after these kinds of incidents
occur, where right away, there’s a lot of politi-
cal rhetoric, and it starts dividing people in-
stead of bringing folks together. To be con-
cerned about these issues is not to be against
law enforcement. There are times when these
incidents occur and you see protests and you
see vigils. And I get letters—well-meaning let-
ters sometimes—from law enforcement saying,
how come we're under attack? How come not
as much emphasis is made when police officers
are shot?

And so, to all of law enforcement, I want to
be very clear: We know you have a tough job.
We mourn those in uniform who are protect-
ing us who lose their lives. On a regular basis, I
have joined with families in front of Capitol
Hill to commemorate the incredible heroism
that theyve displayed. T've hugged family
members who've lost loved ones doing the
right thing. I know how much it hurts. On a
regular basis, we bring in those who've done
heroic work in law enforcement and have sur-
vived. Sometimes, they've been injured. Some-
times, they've risked their lives in remarkable
ways. And we applaud them and appreciate
them, because they're doing a really tough job
really well.

There is no contradiction between us sup-
porting law enforcement—making sure they've
got the equipment they need, making sure that
their collective bargaining rights are recognized,
making sure that they're adequately staffed,
making sure that they are respected, making
sure their families are supported—and also say-
ing that there are problems across our criminal
Jjustice system; there are biases, some conscious
and unconscious, that have to be rooted out.
That’s not an attack on law enforcement, that is
reflective of the values that the vast majority of
law enforcement bring to the job.

But I repeat: If communities are mistrustful
of the police, that makes those law enforce-
ment officers who are doing a great job and are
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doing the right thing, it makes their lives hard-
er. So, when people say, “Black Lives Matter,”
that doesn’t mean blue lives don’t matter, it
just means all lives matter, but right now the
big concern is the fact that the data shows
Black folks are more vulnerable to these kinds
of incidents.

This isn’t a matter of us comparing the value
of lives, this is recognizing that there is a par-
ticular burden that is being placed on a group
of our fellow citizens. And we should care
about that. And we can’t dismiss it. We can’t
dismiss it.

So let me just end by saying, I actually, gen-
uinely, truly believe that the vast majority of
American people see this as a problem that we
should all care about. And I would just ask
those who question the sincerity or the legiti-
macy of protests and vigils and expressions of
outrage, who somehow label those expressions
of outrage as, quote, unquote, “political cor-
rectness,” I'd just ask folks to step back and
think, what if this happened to somebody in
your family? How would you feel?

To be concerned about these issues is not
political correctness, it’s just being American
and wanting to live up to our best and highest
ideals. And it’s to recognize the reality that
we've got some tough history and we haven’t
gotten through all of that history yet. And we
don’t expect that in my lifetime, maybe not in
my children’s lifetime, that all the vestiges of
that past will have been cured, will have been
solved, but we can do better. People of good
will can do better.

And doing better involves not just address-
ing potential bias in the criminal justice sys-
tem. It’s recognizing that too often we’re ask-
ing police to man the barricades in communi-
ties that have been forgotten by all of us for
way too long, in terms of substandard schools
and inadequate jobs and a lack of opportunity.
We've got to tackle those things. We can do
better. And I believe we will do better.

All right. Thanks very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:42 a.m. at the

Warsaw Marriott Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Mark B. Dayton of Minnesota.

953



July 8 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2016

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Donald Franciszek Tusk of
the European Council and President Jean-Claude Juncker of the European

Commission in Warsaw
July 8, 2016

President Obama. Good morning, every-
body. Let me begin by thanking Presidents
Tusk and Juncker for the opportunity to meet
today.

Shooting of Law Enforcement Officers in Dal-
las, Texas

With your understanding, I want to begin
with a few words about the situation back in
the United States, specifically the situation in
Dallas, Texas.

My team has been keeping me updated
throughout the morning, the evening in Dallas.
I spoke this morning with Mayor Rawlings of
Dallas to convey the deepest condolences of
the American people. I told him that the Fed-
eral Government will provide whatever assis-
tance Dallas may need as it deals with this tre-
mendous tragedy.

We still don’t know all the facts. What we do
know is that there has been a vicious, calculat-
ed, and despicable attack on law enforcement.
Police in Dallas were on duty, during—doing
their jobs, keeping people safe during peaceful
protests. These law enforcement officers were
targeted, and nearly a dozen officers were shot.
Five were killed. Other officers and at least
one civilian were wounded, some are in serious
condition, and we are praying for their recov-
ery.
As I told Mayor Rawlings, I believe that I
speak for every single American when I say
that we are horrified over these events and that
we stand united with the people and the police
department in Dallas. According to police,
there are multiple suspects. We will learn
more, undoubtedly, about their twisted moti-
vations. But let’s be clear: There is no possible
justification for these kinds of attacks or any vi-
olence against law enforcement. The FBI is al-
ready in touch with the Dallas police, and any-
one involved in these senseless murders will be
held fully accountable. Justice will be done.
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I will have more to say about this as the facts
become more clear. For now, let me just say
that even as yesterday I spoke about our need
to be concerned, as all Americans, about racial
disparities in our criminal justice system, I also
said yesterday that our police have an extraor-
dinarily difficult job and the vast majority of
them do their job in outstanding fashion. T also
indicated the degree to which we need to be
supportive of those officers who do their job
each and every day, protecting us and protect-
ing our communities.

Today is a wrenching reminder of the sacri-
fices that they make for us. We also know that
when people are armed with powerful weap-
ons, unfortunately, it makes attacks like these
more deadly and more tragic. And in the days
ahead, we're going to have to consider those
realities as well.

In the meantime, today our focus is on the
victims and their families. They are heartbro-
ken. The entire city of Dallas is grieving. Police
across America, which is a tight-knit family,
feels this loss to their core. And we’re grieving
with them. I'd ask all Americans to say a prayer
for these officers and their families. Keep them
in their—in your thoughts. And as a nation,
let'’s remember to express our profound grati-
tude to our men and women in blue, not just

today, but every day.
European Union-U.S. Relations

With that, I want to thank Presidents Tusk
and Juncker for our work here today in War-
saw. I've worked with Donald in his previous
capacity as Prime Minister here in Poland, and
I've appreciated this chance to work with Jean-
Claude.

Our meeting comes, as I think everybody is
aware, at a critical moment for the European
Union. The vote in the United Kingdom to
leave the EU has created uncertainty about the
future of European integration. And unfortu-
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