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future Act that is the same or substantially the
same as such provision.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this memorandum.
This memorandum was not received for publi-
cation in the Federal Register.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the United States-Serbia Extradition Treaty
January 17, 2017

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Extradition Treaty between the
United States of America and the Republic of
Serbia (the “Treaty”), signed at Belgrade on
August 15, 2016. I also transmit, for the infor-
mation of the Senate, the report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to the Treaty.

The Treaty would replace the Treaty be-
tween the United States of America and the
Kingdom of Servia for the Mutual Extradition
of Fugitives from Justice, signed October 25,
1901 (the “1901 Treaty”), which applies to the
Republic of Serbia as a successor state to the
former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugosla-
via. The Treaty follows generally the form and
content of other extradition treaties recently
concluded by the United States. It would re-
place an outmoded list of extraditable offenses
with a modern “dual criminality” approach,

which would enable extradition for such of-
fenses as money laundering, cyber-related
crimes, and other newer offenses not appear-
ing on the 1901 Treaty list. The Treaty also
provides that extradition shall not be refused
based on the nationality of the person sought
and contains a modernized “political offense”
clause. Finally, the Treaty incorporates a series
of procedural improvements to streamline and
expedite the extradition process.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty, and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
January 17, 2017.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this message.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the United States-Kosovo Extradition Treaty
January 17, 2017

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Extradition Treaty between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the Repub-
lic of Kosovo (the “Treaty”), signed at Pristi-
na on March 29, 2016. I also transmit, for the
information of the Senate, the report of the
Department of State with respect to the
Treaty.

The Treaty would replace the Treaty be-
tween the United States of America and the
Kingdom of Servia for the Mutual Extradition
of Fugitives from Justice, signed October 25,
1901 (the “1901 Treaty”), which applies to the
Republic of Kosovo as a successor state to the
former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugosla-
via. The Treaty follows generally the form and
content of other extradition treaties recently
concluded by the United States. It would re-
place an outmoded list of extraditable offenses
with a modern “dual criminality” approach,
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which would enable extradition for such of-
fenses as money laundering, cyber-related
crimes, and other newer offenses not appear-
ing on the 1901 Treaty list. The Treaty also
provides that extradition shall not be refused
based on the nationality of the person sought
and contains a modernized “political offense”
clause. Finally, the Treaty incorporates a series
of procedural improvements to streamline and
expedite the extradition process.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty, and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
January 17, 2017.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this message.

The President’s News Conference
January 18, 2017

The President. Good afternoon, everybody. Let
me start out by saying that I was sorely tempted to
wear a tan suit today—[laughter]—for my last
press conference. But Michelle, whose fashion
sense is a little better than mine, tells me that’s
not appropriate in January. [Laughter]

I covered a lot of the ground that I would
want to cover in my Farewell Address last
week. So I’m just going to say a couple of quick
things before I start taking questions.

First, we have been in touch with the Bush
family today, after hearing about President
George H.W. Bush and Barbara Bush being
admitted to the hospital this morning. They
have not only dedicated their lives to this coun-
try, they have been a constant source of friend-
ship and support and good counsel for Mi-
chelle and me over the years. They are as fine a
couple as we know. And so we want to send
our prayers and our love to them. Really good
people.

Second thing I want to do is to thank all of
you. Some of you have been covering me for a
long time; I see folks like Christi and Lynn.
Some of you I’ve just gotten to know. We have
traveled the world together. We’ve hit a few
singles, a few doubles together. I’ve offered ad-
vice that I thought was pretty sound, like,
“Don’t do stupid stuff.” [Laughter] And even
when you complained about my long answers,
I just want you to know that the only reason
they were long was because you asked six-part
questions. [Laughter]

But I have enjoyed working with all of you.
That does not, of course, mean that I’ve en-
joyed every story that you have filed. But that’s
the point of this relationship. You’re not sup-
posed to be sycophants, you’re supposed to be
skeptics. You’re supposed to ask me tough
questions. You’re not supposed to be compli-
mentary, but you’re supposed to cast a critical
eye on folks who hold enormous power and
make sure that we are accountable to the peo-
ple who sent us here.

And you have done that. And you’ve done it,
for the most part, in ways that I could appreci-
ate for fairness even if I didn’t always agree
with your conclusions. And having you in this
building has made this place work better. It
keeps us honest. It makes us work harder. You
have—it made us think about how we are do-
ing what we do and whether or not we’re able
to deliver on what’s been requested by our
constituents.

And, for example, every time you’ve asked,
“Why haven’t you cured Ebola yet?” or “Why is
there that—still that hole in the Gulf?” it has
given me the ability to go back to my team and
say, “Will you get this solved before the next
press conference?” [Laughter]

Now, I spent a lot of time on my—in my
Farewell Address talking about the state of our
democracy. It goes without saying that essen-
tial to that is a free press. That is part of how
this place, this country, this grand experiment
in self-government has to work. It doesn’t work
if we don’t have a well-informed citizenry. And
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