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wrong, and you're a little disappointed. And
you see behind the curtain that there’s spin
and some hype and posturing going on. But
then, there’s others who, the longer you know
them, the better you know them, the more
time you spend with them, the more you're
tested under tough situations, the more that
initial impression is confirmed.

And T have now known this guy for 10 years,
almost, and T've watched him grow, and I've
watched him advance, and I've watched him
marry, and I've watched him be a father, and
I've watched him manage younger people
coming up behind him. And he’s never disap-
pointed. He has always been the guy you want-
ed him to be.

And T think that if you're the President of
the United States and you find out that this is
the guy who has been voted the most popular
Press Secretary ever by the White House Press
Corps, that may make you a little nervous—
[laughter]—thinking, well, maybe the guy’s
kind of being too solicitous towards the press.
But the fact is, is that he was worthy of that ad-
miration.

He was tough, and he didn’t always give you
guys everything you wanted. But he was always
prepared. He was always courteous. He always
tried to make sure that he could share with you
as much of our thinking and our policy and our
vision as possible and tried to be as responsive
as possible. And that’s how he trained the rest
of his team to be.
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So, of the folks that I've had the great joy
and pleasure of working with over the last 10
years on this incredible journey, this guy ranks
as high as just about anybody I've worked with.
He is not only a great Press Secretary, but
more importantly, he is a really, really good
man. And I'm really, really proud of him.

So, Josh, congratulations.

Press Secretary Earnest. Thank you, sir. I
appreciate it.

And, Natalie and Walker, thanks for putting
up with all of this, because they’ve made sacri-
fices too.

Press Secretary Earnest. Thank you, sir.

President Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin of Russia

Q. Mr. President, before you go—a re-
sponse to Vladimir Putin?

The President. I'm going to be here tomor-
row. [Laughter]

Q. Where are you going on Friday? [Laughter]

[At this point, the President departed, and Press
Secretary Earnest continued the briefing.]

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
12:26 p.m. in the James S. Brady Press Briefing
Room at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to Natalie Wyeth Earnest, wife, and
Walker Earnest, son, of Press Secretary Ear-
nest.

Memorandum on Delegation of Authority to the Secretary of State Under
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017

January 17, 2017

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Delegation of Authority to the Secre-
tary of State Under the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including section 301 of title
3, United States Code, I hereby order as fol-
lows:

I hereby delegate to the Secretary of State the
authority vested in the President by section
1287(c)(2) of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114-328)
(the “Act”), to designate a senior official to devel-
op guidance for the Global Engagement Center
relating to relevant privacy and civil liberties laws,
and to ensure compliance with such guidance.

Any reference in this memorandum to the
Act shall be deemed to be a reference to any
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future Act that is the same or substantially the
same as such provision.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this memorandum.
This memorandum was not received for publi-
cation in the Federal Register.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the United States-Serbia Extradition Treaty

January 17, 2017

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Extradition Treaty between the
United States of America and the Republic of
Serbia (the “Treaty”), signed at Belgrade on
August 15, 2016. I also transmit, for the infor-
mation of the Senate, the report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to the Treaty.

The Treaty would replace the Treaty be-
tween the United States of America and the
Kingdom of Servia for the Mutual Extradition
of Fugitives from Justice, signed October 25,
1901 (the “1901 Treaty”), which applies to the
Republic of Serbia as a successor state to the
former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugosla-
via. The Treaty follows generally the form and
content of other extradition treaties recently
concluded by the United States. It would re-
place an outmoded list of extraditable offenses
with a modern “dual criminality” approach,

which would enable extradition for such of-
fenses as money laundering, cyber-related
crimes, and other newer offenses not appear-
ing on the 1901 Treaty list. The Treaty also
provides that extradition shall not be refused
based on the nationality of the person sought
and contains a modernized “political offense”
clause. Finally, the Treaty incorporates a series
of procedural improvements to streamline and
expedite the extradition process.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty, and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
January 17, 2017.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this message.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the United States-Kosovo Extradition Treaty

January 17, 2017
To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Extradition Treaty between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the Repub-
lic of Kosovo (the “Treaty”), signed at Pristi-
na on March 29, 2016. I also transmit, for the
information of the Senate, the report of the
Department of State with respect to the
Treaty.
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The Treaty would replace the Treaty be-
tween the United States of America and the
Kingdom of Servia for the Mutual Extradition
of Fugitives from Justice, signed October 25,
1901 (the “1901 Treaty”), which applies to the
Republic of Kosovo as a successor state to the
former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugosla-
via. The Treaty follows generally the form and
content of other extradition treaties recently
concluded by the United States. It would re-
place an outmoded list of extraditable offenses
with a modern “dual criminality” approach,
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