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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Zimbabwe
January 13, 2017

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13288 of
March 6, 2003, with respect to the actions and
policies of certain members of the Govern-
ment of Zimbabwe and other persons to un-
dermine Zimbabwe’s democratic processes or
institutions is to continue in effect beyond
March 6, 2017.

The crisis constituted by the actions and pol-
icies of certain members of the Government of
Zimbabwe and other persons to undermine
Zimbabwe’s democratic processes or institu-
tions has not been resolved. These actions and
policies continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the foreign policy of the
United States. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue this na-
tional emergency and to maintain in force the
sanctions to respond to this threat.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Designation of Rhonda Schnare
Schmidtlein as Chair of the United States International Trade Commission 
January 13, 2017

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with the provisions of 19 U.S.C.
1330(c)(1), this is to notify the Congress that I
have designated Rhonda Schnare Schmidtlein as
Chair of the United States International Trade
Commission for the term expiring June 16, 2018.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this letter.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 14, 2017

This week, I traveled to Chicago to deliver
my final, Farewell Address to the Nation, fol-
lowing in the tradition of Presidents before
me. It was an opportunity to say thank you.
Whether we’ve seen eye to eye or rarely
agreed at all, my conversations with you, the
American people—in living rooms and

schools, at farms and on factory floors, at din-
ers and on distant military outposts—all
these conversations are what have kept me
honest, kept me inspired, and kept me going.
Every day, I learned from you. You made me
a better President, and you made me a better
man.
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