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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Recognizing Positive Actions by the
Government of Sudan and Providing for the Revocation of Certain Sudan-
Related Sanctions
January 13, 2017

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with subsection 204(b) of the In-
ternational Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(b), I hereby report that I have
issued an Executive Order (the “order”) that
revokes sections 1 and 2 of Executive Order
13067 of November 3, 1997, and revokes Exec-
utive Order 13412 of October 13, 2006, in its
entirety. Both actions are effective 180 days
from January 13, 2017, provided that certain
further action is taken by the Secretary of State
on or before that date. I have determined that
the situation that gave rise to the actions taken
in those orders related to the policies and ac-
tions of the Government of Sudan has been al-
tered by Sudan’s positive actions over the past
6 months. These actions include a marked re-
duction in offensive military activity, culminat-
ing in a pledge to maintain a cessation of hostil-
ities in conflict areas in Sudan, and steps to-
ward the improvement of humanitarian access
throughout Sudan, as well as cooperation with
the United States on addressing regional con-
flicts and the threat of terrorism.

The President issued Executive Order
13067 to deal with the unusual and extraordi-
nary threat to the national security and foreign
policy of the United States posed by the ac-
tions and policies of the Government of Sudan,
including support for international terrorism;
efforts to destabilize neighboring governments;
and the prevalence of human rights violations.
Section 1 of Executive Order 13067 blocks the
property and interests in property of the Gov-
ernment of Sudan, and section 2 prohibits a
broad range of trade and investment-related
transactions with Sudan, including imports
from and exports to Sudan. The President ex-
panded the scope of the national emergency
declared in Executive Order 13067 in Execu-
tive Order 13400 of April 26, 2006, which
blocks the property and interests in property of
certain persons in connection with the conflict

in Darfur. The President took additional steps
with respect to the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13067 in Executive
Order 13412 due to policies and actions of the
Government of Sudan that violated human
rights, in particular with respect to the conflict
in Darfur, and the pervasive role played by the
Government of Sudan in the petroleum and
petrochemical industries in Sudan. Executive
Order 13412 continues the blocking of the
Government of Sudan, specifies new prohibi-
tions relating to Sudan’s petroleum industry,
and exempts certain specified areas in Sudan
from the trade prohibitions found in Executive
Order 13067.

With the positive steps taken by the Govern-
ment of Sudan over the last 6 months, and pro-
vided that these positive actions are sustained
over the next 180 days, there will be no further
need for sections 1 and 2 of Executive Order
13067 or for Executive Order 13412. The 180-
day delay period of the order’s effective date
with respect to removing these provisions is in-
tended to encourage the Government of Sudan
to sustain its efforts in these areas. The order
directs the Secretary of State, in consultation
with the Secretary of the Treasury, the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, and the Adminis-
trator of the U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment, and based on a consideration of
relevant and credible information from avail-
able sources, including nongovernmental orga-
nizations, on or before July 12, 2017, to pro-
vide a report to the President on the Govern-
ment of Sudan’s progress in sustaining the pos-
itive actions taken by the Government of
Sudan that gave rise to the order, including
carrying out the Government of Sudan’s
pledge to maintain a cessation of hostilities in
conflict areas in Sudan; continuing improve-
ment of humanitarian access throughout Su-
dan; and maintaining its cooperation with the
United States on addressing regional conflicts
and the threat of terrorism. As much of the
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report as possible shall be unclassified and
made public. Provided that the Secretary of
State, in consultation with the Secretary of the
Treasury, the Director of National Intelli-
gence, and the Administrator of the U.S. Agen-
cy for International Development, publishes
on or before July 12, 2017, a notice in the Fed-
eral Register stating that the Government of
Sudan has sustained the positive actions that
gave rise to the order and has provided to the
President the report described above, the re-
vocation of sections 1 and 2 of Executive Order
13067 and the revocation of Executive Order
13412 will become effective. The national
emergency the President declared in Execu-
tive Order 13067 will remain in place, as will
Executive Order 13400.

The order further directs the Secretary of
State, in consultation with the Secretary of the
Treasury, the Director of National Intelli-
gence, and the Administrator of the U.S. Agen-
cy for International Development, to provide
to the President an updated version of the re-
port described above annually thereafter and,
concurrent with those reports, to publish in the
Federal Register a notice stating whether the
Government of Sudan has sustained the posi-
tive actions that gave rise to the order. As
much of the annual reports as possible shall be
unclassified and made public. In addition, to
the extent an annual report concludes that the
Government of Sudan has or has not sustained
the positive actions that gave rise to the order,
the order directs the Secretary of State, in con-

sultation with the Secretary of the Treasury,
the Director of National Intelligence, and the
Administrator of the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development, to provide to the Presi-
dent recommendations on appropriate U.S.
Government responses.

For these reasons, I have determined that it
is necessary to revoke sections 1 and 2 of Exec-
utive Order 13067 and to revoke Executive Or-
der 13412 on July 12, 2017, provided that fur-
ther action is taken by the Secretary of State, as
set forth in the order. Consistent with this de-
termination, I have waived in the order the ap-
plication of section 908(a)(1) of the Trade
Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement
Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7201–7211) with re-
spect to Sudan, and sections 6(a) and (b) of the
Comprehensive Peace in Sudan Act of 2004, as
amended (Public Law 108–497).

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued. The order is effective on Jan-
uary 13, 2017, except for sections 1, 4, 5, 6, and
7 of the order, which are effective on July 12,
2017, provided that further action is taken by
the Secretary of State as set forth in the order.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The Executive order is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Cuba and of the Emergency Authority Relating to the
Regulation of the Anchorage and Movement of Vessels
January 13, 2017

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the

Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to Cuba that was declared
on March 1, 1996, in Proclamation 6867, as
amended by Proclamation 7757 on February
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