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Chukchi Seas.  Results from this analysis may
be used to establish vessel routing measures
including traffic separation schemes, recom-
mended routes, Areas To Be Avoided, or oth-
er instruments such as fairways where no
structures may be erected. The Canadian
Coast Guard and Transport Canada is imple-
menting Northern Marine Transportation
Corridors, determining what infrastructure
and navigational and emergency response ser-
vices are needed. Canada is also launching a
new program to support training curriculum
for Northerners, particularly Indigenous peo-
ples, to join the marine field, as well as pro-
gramming to support marine infrastructure
and safety equipment for communities.

In addition, the U.S. Coast Guard, in con-
sultation with industry, Indigenous communi-
ties, and the State of Alaska, has begun a strat-
egy to phase down the use of Heavy Fuel Oil
(HFO) in the Arctic. The Canadian Coast
Guard is conducting similar outreach and con-
sultations to develop proposals to phase down
the use of HFO in 2017. The United States
and Canada will each, or jointly, propose a plan
for consideration at the International Maritime
Organization’s spring 2017 meeting.

Science-based management of Arctic fisheries:

In March, the United States and Canada
called for a binding international agreement to

prevent the opening of unregulated fisheries in
the Central Arctic Ocean and to build on a pre-
cautionary, science-based approach to commer-
cial fishing that both countries have put in place
in their Arctic waters. Today, the United States
commits to supporting and strengthening exist-
ing commercial fishing closures in the Beaufort
and Chukchi Seas, and to conducting scientific
research to improve our understanding of the
Arctic. Canada commits to working with North-
ern and Indigenous communities to build
world-leading and abundant Arctic fisheries—
based on science—that firstly benefit Northern
communities. Together, the United States’ and
Canada’s actions will create the largest contigu-
ous area of well-regulated fisheries in the world.

Both countries reaffirm their commitment
to a legally binding agreement to prevent un-
regulated commercial fisheries in the Arctic
High Seas until an internationally recognized
Regional Fishery Management Organization is
in place to provide effective management.
Both countries are working towards such an
agreement in the coming months.

NOTE: The joint statement referred to the
Minister of Indigenous and Northern Affairs’
Special Representative on the Arctic Mary Si-
mon of Canada. An original was not available
for verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Memorandum on Withdrawal of Certain Portions of the United States Arctic
Outer Continental Shelf From Mineral Leasing
December 20, 2016

Memorandum for the Secretary of the Interior

Subject: Withdrawal of Certain Portions of the
United States Arctic Outer Continental Shelf
from Mineral Leasing

Consistent with principles of responsible
public stewardship entrusted to this office,

with due consideration of (1) the important, ir-
replaceable values of the Chukchi Sea and por-
tions of the Beaufort Sea for marine mammals,
other wildlife, wildlife habitat, scientific re-
search, and Alaska Native subsistence use; (2)
the vulnerability of these ecosystems to an oil
spill; and (3) the unique logistical, operational,

In conducting this study, and consistent with existing authorities, the Coast Guard will consider 
traditional knowledge from local communities, the effects of shipping and vessel pollution on the 
marine environment, marine mammal migratory pathways and other biologically important areas, sub-
sistence whaling, hunting, and fishing, and the needs of maritime safety and commerce.
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safety, and scientific challenges and risks of oil
extraction and spill response in these Arctic
waters, as described in the report of the Arctic
Executive Steering Committee Task Force on
oil spill response, chaired by the U.S. Coast
Guard, I hereby direct as follows:

Under the authority granted to me in sec-
tion 12(a) of the Outer Continental Shelf
Lands Act, 43 U.S.C. 1341(a), I hereby with-
draw from disposition by leasing for a time pe-
riod without specific expiration the following
areas of the Outer Continental Shelf: (1) the
area designated by the Bureau of Ocean Ener-
gy Management as the Chukchi Sea Planning
Area that is not currently withdrawn; and (2)
the area designated by the Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management as the Beaufort Sea Plan-
ning Area that is not currently withdrawn ex-
cept for those Outer Continental Shelf near-

shore lease blocks identified in the attached ta-
ble. The boundaries of the withdrawn areas are
more specifically delineated in the attached
map, excepting only the Outer Continental
Shelf lease blocks in the Beaufort Sea Planning
Area listed as “not withdrawn” in the accompa-
nying table. Both the map and table form a
part of this memorandum, with the lease
blocks in the table governing the boundaries of
the area not included in the withdrawal of the
Beaufort Sea Planning Area. The withdrawal
directed by this memorandum prevents con-
sideration of withdrawn areas for any mineral
leasing for purposes of exploration, develop-
ment, or production.

Nothing in this withdrawal affects rights un-
der existing leases in the withdrawn areas.

BARACK OBAMA

Memorandum on Withdrawal of Certain Areas off the Atlantic Coast on the
Outer Continental Shelf From Mineral Leasing
December 20, 2016

Memorandum for the Secretary of the Interior

Subject: Withdrawal of Certain Areas off the
Atlantic Coast on the Outer Continental Shelf
from Mineral Leasing

Consistent with principles of responsible
public stewardship entrusted to this office,
with due consideration of the critical impor-
tance of canyons along the edge of the Atlantic
continental shelf for marine mammals, deep
water corals, other wildlife, and wildlife habi-
tat, and to ensure that the unique resources as-
sociated with these canyons remain available
for future generations, I hereby direct as fol-
lows:

Under the authority granted to me in sec-
tion 12(a) of the Outer Continental Shelf
Lands Act, 43 U.S.C. 1341(a), I hereby with-

draw from disposition by leasing for a time pe-
riod without specific expiration the areas of the
Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) associated with
26 major canyons and canyon complexes off-
shore the Atlantic coast lying within areas cur-
rently designated by the Bureau of Ocean En-
ergy Management as the North Atlantic and
Mid-Atlantic Planning Areas. The boundaries
are delineated in the attached map and accom-
panying table of OCS blocks. Both the map
and the table form a part of this memorandum.
This withdrawal prevents consideration of this
area for any future mineral leasing for purpos-
es of exploration, development, or production.

Nothing in this withdrawal affects rights un-
der existing leases in the withdrawn areas.

BARACK OBAMA
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