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this work would have been possible without bi-
partisan cooperation in both Houses of Con-
gress. A lot of people were involved, but there
are some folks who deserve a special shout-out.
That includes Senators Alexander and Senators
Murphy; Representatives Upton, Pallone, and
DeGette and Green. And of course, we
couldn’t have gotten across the finish line with-
out the leadership of Nancy Pelosi and Steny
Hoyer, who are here, as well as leaders from
both Houses: Speaker Ryan, Leaders McCon-
nell and Reid, and Senator Patty Murray. Not
to mention all the Members of Congress who
are sitting here that I can’t name; otherwise,
I’m going to be here too long, and I will never
sign the bill. [Laughter] But you know who you
are.

I want to thank all of you on behalf of the
American people for this outstanding work.
These efforts build on the work that we’ve
done to strengthen our health care system over
the last 8 years: covering preexisting condi-
tions, expanding coverage for mental health
and substance-use disorders, helping more
than 20 million Americans know the security of
health insurance. Thanks to the Affordable
Care Act, it means they have access to some of
the services that are needed.

I’m hopeful that in the years ahead, Con-
gress keeps working together in a bipartisan
fashion to move us forward rather than back-
ward in support of the health of our people.

Because these are gains that have made a real
difference for millions of Americans.

So this is a good day. It’s a bittersweet day. I
think it’s important to acknowledge that it’s not
easy for the Grubbs to come up here and talk
about Jessie. It’s not easy for Joe and Jill, I
know, to talk about Beau. Joe mentioned my
mother, who died of cancer. She was 2½ years
younger than I am today when she passed
away.

And so it’s not always easy to remember, but
being able to honor those we’ve lost in this way
and to know that we may be able to prevent
other families from feeling that same loss, that
makes it a good day. And I’m confident that it
will lead to better years and better lives for mil-
lions of Americans, the work that you’ve done.
That’s what we got sent here for. And it’s not
always what we do. It’s a good day to see us do-
ing our jobs.

So, with that, I think it’s time for me to sign
this bill into law.

[The President signed the bill.]

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 3
p.m. in the South Court Auditorium of the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Office
Building. In his remarks, he referred to Rep.
R. Eugene Green. Vice President Biden re-
ferred to his daughter Ashley B. Biden. H.R.
34, approved December 13, was assigned Pub-
lic Law No. 114–255.

Remarks at a Hanukkah Reception
December 14, 2016

The President. Hello, everybody! [Laughter]
Hello, everybody. Welcome to the White
House. Michelle and I want to be the first to
wish all of you a happy Hanukkah. I figure
we’ve got to be first, because we’re about 10
days early. [Laughter]

We have some very special guests in the
house to share some latkes with—[laughter]—
so I want to call them out. We are, first of all,
honored to be joined by Rabbi Steven Exler,
the outstanding senior rabbi of the Hebrew In-
stitute of Riverdale. He also happens to be

Secretary Jack Lew’s rabbi. [Laughter] He
taught my Director of Jewish Outreach, Chan-
an Weissman. So he obviously is doing some-
thing right. Also, let’s give it up for Koleinu,
whose sound might be the most beautiful thing
to come out of Princeton since the woman
standing next to me. So—[applause]. That was
a good one, right?

The First Lady. That was a good one.
[Laughter]

The President. Today, in the White House,
as you will soon do in your homes, we recall
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Hanukkah’s many lessons: How a small group
can make a big difference. That’s the story of
the Maccabees’ unlikely military victory and of
great moral movements around the globe and
across time. How a little bit can go a long way,
like the small measure of oil that outlasted ev-
ery expectation. It reminds us that even when
our resources seem limited, our faith can help
us make the most of what little we have. The
small State of Israel and the relatively small
Jewish population of this country have
punched far above their weight in their contri-
butions to the world. So the Festival of Lights
is also a reminder of how Isaiah saw the Jewish
people, as a light unto the nations.

This is the season that we appreciate the
many miracles, large and small, that have graced
our lives throughout generations and to recog-
nize that the most meaningful among them is
our freedom. The first chapter of the Hanukkah
story was written 22 centuries ago, when rulers
banned religious rituals and persecuted Jews
who dared to observe their faith, which is why
today we are asked not only to light the meno-
rah, but to proudly display it: to publicize the
mitzvah. And that’s why we’ve invited all these
reporters who are here. [Laughter]

Everybody in America can understand the
spirit of this tradition. Proudly practicing our
religion, whatever it might be, and defending
the rights of others to do the same—that’s our
common creed. That’s what families from coast
to coast confirm when they place their meno-
rah in the window, not to share the candles’
glow with just your family, but also with your
community and with your neighbors.

The story of Hanukkah, the story of the Jew-
ish people, the story of perseverance—these
are one and the same. Elie Wiesel taught us
that lesson probably better than just about any-
body. In one of his memories of the Holocaust,
Elie watched a fellow prisoner trade his daily
ration of bread for some simple materials with
which to piece together a makeshift menorah.
And he wrote that he couldn’t believe the sac-
rifices this man was making to observe the hol-
idays. A stunned Elie asked him, “Hanukkah in
Auschwitz?” And the man replied, “Especially
in Auschwitz.”

The world lost my friend, Elie Wiesel, this
year. We lost a keeper of our collective con-
science. But we could not be more honored to-
day to be joined by his beloved family. His wife
Marion is here. [Applause] His wife Marion is
here, beautiful as always. His son Elisha is
here, his daughter-in-law Lynn, and his grand-
children Elijah and Shira. So today we’re going
to light a menorah that Shira made a few years
ago when she was in kindergarten. [Laughter]
And as is appropriate to the spirit of the sea-
son, it’s made of simple materials. It’s got bolts
and tiles and glue. [Laughter] And it looks like
some balsa wood.

Shira Wiesel. It’s actually melted wax.
The President. What is it?
Shira Wiesel. It’s actually melted wax.
The President. Melted wax. [Laughter] Just

saying.
Over the years, your grandfather also cor-

rected me several times. [Laughter] And it was
always very helpful. [Laughter]

We’ve lit a number of beautiful menorahs
here at the White House. Some that weathered
storms like Katrina and Sandy; others that were
crafted by spectacular artists from Israel and
the United States. But I’ve just got to say, this is
my favorite. [Laughter] I think this is the most
beautiful one that we’ve ever lit. [Laughter]
And it’s a reminder that a menorah is not valu-
able because it’s forged in silver or gold. It’s
treasured because it was shaped by the hands of
a young girl who proves with her presence that
the Jewish people survive. Through centuries
of exile and persecution and even the genocide
of—families like the Wiesels endured, the Ha-
nukkah candles have been kindled, each wick
an answer to the wicked, each light a signal to
the world that yours is an inextinguishable faith.

Jewish leaders from the Maccabees to the
Wiesels, to the college students who proudly
sing Hebrew songs on campus, reaffirm our
belief that light still drives out darkness, and
freedom still needs fighters.

So let me close by saying I want to say how
much Michelle and I appreciate the opportuni-
ties to have celebrated so many Hanukkahs
with you in the White House. You know, at the
beginning of my Presidency, some critics
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thought it would last for only a year. [Laugh-
ter] But—miracle of miracles—it has lasted 8
years. [Applause] It’s lasted 8 whole years.
[Laughter] Nes gadol haya po.

Audience members. We love you.
Audience member. Got to go.
The President. Got to go! As many of you

know, the name “Hanukkah” comes from the
Hebrew word for “dedication.” So we want to
thank you again for your dedication to our
country, to the historic progress that we’ve
made, to the defense of religious freedom in
the United States and around the world.

And with that, let me invite Rabbi Exler to
say a few words before Elijah and Shira light the
candles and get this party started. [Laughter]

Mr. Rabbi.

[At this point, Rabbi Steven Exler, senior rabbi
of the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale in New
York City, made brief remarks and led the au-
dience in prayer and song.]

The President. Well, thank you, everybody.
And we look forward to not just you having a
wonderful time this evening and having a blessed
holiday, but we also look forward to working with
you on the other side of January 20.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:04 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. 

Remarks at the “My Brother’s Keeper” National Summit
December 14, 2016

Hello, everybody! Hello! Everybody, please
have a seat. Welcome to the White House.

Thank you, Malachi, for the great introduc-
tion and being a great role model for the young
people coming up behind you. I was watching
the introduction on the screen, he’s very tele-
genic. [Laughter] I—we might have to run him
for something at some point. [Laughter] We’re
so proud of you.

And I want to make sure that we introduce
the other young men who are behind me, as
well, because they’ve got equally compelling
stories: Devin Edwards, coming out of MBK
Boston—Devin, wave; that’s right, there you
go—and as well as Bunker Hill Community
College in Greater Boston; Jerron Hawkins,
Howard University, White House Mentorship
and Leadership Program; you already met Mal-
achi; Noah McQueen, Morehouse College, one
of our mentors; Luis Ramirez, MBK Oakland
Career and Opportunity Fair; and Quamiir
Trice, MBK Philadelphia, Howard University. 

These young people behind me are proof
that a little love, a little support allows them to
achieve anything they can dream, anything they
can conceive. Since day one, my administration
has been focused on creating opportunities for
all people. And by almost every measure, this
country is better off than it was when I started.

But what we’ve also long understood is that
some communities have consistently had the
odds stacked against them, and that’s especially
true for boys and young men of color.

All of you know the statistics and the stories
of young people who had the intelligence, the
potential to do amazing things, but somehow
slipped through the cracks. And I’ve said this
before: I see myself in these young people. I
grew up without a father. There were times
where I made poor choices, times where I was
adrift. The only difference between me and a
lot of other young men is that I grew up in a
more forgiving environment. I had people who
encouraged me and gave me a second chance.

And that’s why Michelle and I have dedicat-
ed so much of our time to creating opportuni-
ties for young people. We know this is not just
an urban problem; it’s not just a people-of-col-
or problem. This is a national challenge, be-
cause if we’re going to stay ahead as a nation,
we’re going to need the talent of every single
American. And even more than that, this is
about who we are as a country, what our values
are, whether we’re going to continue to be a
place where if you work hard, you can succeed;
or whether we continue to see stagnation and
diminishing mobility and the ladders of oppor-
tunity cut off for too many people. The only
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