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RAL Transparency Rules by their terms auto-
matically apply to arbitrations commenced un-
der international investment agreements con-
cluded on or after April 1, 2014, and that use
the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules (unless the
parties to such agreements agree otherwise),
there is no need for the Convention to apply to
international investment agreements conclud-
ed after that date.

Transparency in investor-state arbitration is
vital, given that governmental measures of in-
terest to the broader public can be the subject
matter of the proceedings. The United States
has long been a leader in promoting transpar-
ency in investor-state arbitration, and the 11
most recently concluded U.S. international in-
vestment agreements that contain investor-
state arbitration already provide for modern
transparency measures similar to those made
applicable by the Convention. However, 41
older U.S. international investment agree-
ments lack all or some of the transparency
measures. Should the United States become a
party, the Convention would require the trans-
parency measures to apply to arbitrations un-
der U.S. international investment agreements
concluded before April 2014, to the extent that

The President’s Weekly Address
December 10, 2016

Hi, everybody. It is the most wonderful time
of the year, and not just because it’s the holiday
season, but because it’s also open enrollment
season over at healthcare.gov.

And I know that was a dad joke. But this
weekend, I hope seriously that you will take a
moment to do something really important for
yourself and your family: make sure you'll have
health insurance for 2017.

If you're not covered yet, now is the time to
sign up. Go to healthcare.gov and shop for the
plan that is right for you. Like most Americans
who get coverage through healthcare.gov,
there’s a good chance youll find a plan that
costs less than $75 a month. And while the en-
rollment period lasts until the end of January,
as long as you sign up by this Thursday, De-
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other parties to those agreements also join the
Convention and to the extent the United States
and such other parties do not take reservations
regarding such arbitrations. The Convention
would also require the transparency measures
to apply in investor-state arbitrations under
those agreements when the United States is
the respondent and the claimants consent to
their application, even if the claimants are not
from a party to the Convention.

The United States was a central participant
in the negotiation of the Convention in the
UNCITRAL. Ratification by the United States
can be expected to encourage other countries
to become parties to the Convention. The
Convention would not require any implement-
ing legislation.

I recommend, therefore, that the Senate
give early and favorable consideration to the
Convention and give its advice and consent to
ratification by the United States, subject to
certain reservations.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
December 9, 2016.

cember 15, you'll be covered starting January
1.

Now, this doesn’t apply to the roughly 250
million Americans who already get insurance
through the workplace or thanks to Medicare
or Medicaid. But here’s what does. Every
American with insurance is now covered by the
strongest set of consumer protections in histo-
ry: a true patients’ bill of rights. You now have
free preventive care, like mammograms and
contraception. There are no more annual or
lifetime limits on the essential care you re-
ceive. Women can’t get charged more just for
being a woman. Young people can stay on a
parent’s plan until they turn 26. And seniors
get discounts on their prescriptions. Every
American can rest free from the fear that one
illness or accident will derail your dreams,
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because discrimination against preexisting con-
ditions is now illegal. And since 2010, we've
seen the slowest health care price growth in 50
years.

Whether or not you get insurance through
the Affordable Care Act, that’s the health care
system as we know it now. Because our goal
wasn’t just to make sure more people have cov-
erage, it was to make sure more people have
better coverage. That's why we want to build
on the progress we’ve made, and I've put forth
a number of ideas for how to improve the Af-
fordable Care Act.

Now, Republicans in Congress want to re-
peal the whole thing and start from scratch,
but trying to undo some of it could undo all of
it. All those consumer protections—whether
you get your health insurance from Obamacare
or Medicare or Medicaid or on the job—could
go right out the window. So any partisan talk
you hear about repealing or replacing the Af-
fordable Care Act should be judged by wheth-
er they keep all those improvements that bene-
fit you and your family right now.

For example, one new study shows that if
Congress repeals Obamacare as they've pro-

posed, nearly 30 million Americans would lose
their coverage—30 million. Four in five of
them would come from working families. More
than 9 million Americans who would receive
tax credits to keep insurance affordable would
no longer receive that help. That’s unaccept-
able.

We can work together to make the system
even better, and one of the best ways to do that
is make sure that you're in it. So remember:
Sign up on healthcare.gov by this Thursday,
and your health insurance will be there for you
when you wake up on January 1.

Thanks everybody, and have a great week-
end.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:40 p.m. on December 9 in the Roos-
evelt Room at the White House for broadcast
on December 10. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on December 9, but was embargoed for re-
lease until 6 a.m. on December 10. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of this address.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Regarding Designation of Emergency
Funding Under the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of

1985, as Amended
December 10, 2016

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

In accordance with section 4(a) of the Fur-
ther Continuing and Security Assistance Ap-
propriations Act, 2017 (the “Act”), I hereby
designate as emergency requirements all fund-
ing so designated by the Congress in the Act
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985, as amended, as outlined in the en-
closed list of accounts.
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The details of this action are set forth in the
enclosed memorandum from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-08-21T14:55:02-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




