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total combined cost of the 1.0 percent across-
the-board base pay increase and varying locality
payments will be 2.1 percent of basic payroll.
Thus, under the revised alternative plan, the
varying locality pay increases will generate costs
of 1.1 percent of basic payroll.

Accordingly, I have determined that under the
authority of section 5304a of title 5, United States
Code, locality-based comparability payments for
the locality pay areas established by the Presi-
dent’s Pay Agent, in the amounts set forth in the
attached table, shall become effective on the first

day of the first applicable pay period beginning
on or after January 1, 2017. These decisions will
not materially affect our ability to attract and re-
tain a well-qualified Federal workforce.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate.

Memorandum on the Minnesota World’s Fair 2023—Wellness and Well
Being for All
December 9, 2016

Memorandum for the Secretary of Commerce

Subject: Minnesota World’s Fair 2023: Wellness
and Well Being for All

I have reviewed the reports and recommen-
dations presented to me by you and the Secre-
tary of State that recognition be given to the
“Minnesota World’s Fair 2023: Wellness and
Well Being for All,” and find that such recogni-
tion will be in the national interest.

I approve granting Federal recognition to
the Exposition.

On that basis, please advise the appropriate
agencies that official recognition is hereby granted.

I would also appreciate your taking the ap-
propriate steps to notify the Congress of this
action, in accordance with section 2(c) of Pub-
lic Law 91–269.

BARACK OBAMA

Memorandum on the Minnesota World’s Fair 2023—Wellness and Well
Being for All
December 9, 2016

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Minnesota World’s Fair 2023: Wellness
and Well Being for All

In accordance with Public Law 91–269, I have
approved the recommendation for Federal rec-
ognition of the “Minnesota World’s Fair 2023:

Wellness and Well Being for All,” finding that
such recognition will be in the national interest.

Accordingly, I am requesting you to notify
the Bureau of International Expositions of my
actions.

BARACK OBAMA

Message to the Senate Transmitting the United States-Kiribati and United
States-Micronesia Maritime Boundary Treaties
December 9, 2016

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to their ratification, two bi-
lateral maritime boundary treaties: the Treaty
between the Government of the United States
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of America and the Government of the Repub-
lic of Kiribati on the Delimitation of Maritime
Boundaries, signed at Majuro on September 6,
2013; and the Treaty between the Government
of the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the Federated States of Micronesia
on the Delimitation of a Maritime Boundary,
signed at Koror on August 1, 2014. I also trans-
mit, for the information of the Senate, the re-
port of the Department of State with respect to
the treaties.

The purpose of the treaties is to establish
our maritime boundaries in the South Pacific
Ocean with two neighboring countries. The
treaty with Kiribati establishes three maritime
boundaries totaling approximately 1,260 nauti-
cal miles in length between Kiribati and the
United States islands of Palmyra Atoll, King-
man Reef, Jarvis Island, and Baker Island. The
treaty with the Federated States of Micronesia
establishes a single maritime boundary of ap-
proximately 447 nautical miles in length be-
tween the Micronesian islands and the United

States territory of Guam. The boundaries de-
fine the limit within which each country may
exercise maritime jurisdiction with respect to
its exclusive economic zone and continental
shelf.

I believe these treaties to be fully in the in-
terest of the United States. They reflect the
tradition of cooperation and close ties with
Kiribati and with the Federated States of Mi-
cronesia in this region. These boundaries have
never been disputed, and the delimitation in
the treaties conforms closely to the limits the
United States has long asserted for our exclu-
sive economic zone in the relevant areas.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the treaties, and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
December 9, 2016.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Arms Trade Treaty
December 9, 2016

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, subject to
certain declarations and understandings set
forth in the enclosed report, I transmit here-
with the Arms Trade Treaty, done at New York
on April 2, 2013, and signed by the United
States on September 25, 2013. I also transmit,
for the information of the Senate, the report of
the Secretary of State with respect to the Trea-
ty, which contains a detailed article-by-article
analysis of the Treaty.

The Treaty is designed to regulate the inter-
national trade in conventional arms—including
small arms, tanks, combat aircraft, and war-
ships—and to reduce the risk that international
arms transfers will be used to commit atroci-
ties, without impeding the legitimate arms
trade. It will contribute to international peace
and security, will strengthen the legitimate in-
ternational trade in conventional arms, and is

fully consistent with rights of U.S. citizens (in-
cluding those secured by the Second Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution). United States
national control systems and practices to regu-
late the international transfer of conventional
arms already meet or exceed the requirements
of the Treaty, and no further legislation is nec-
essary to comply with the Treaty. A key goal of
the Treaty is to persuade other States to adopt
national control systems for the international
transfer of conventional arms that are closer to
our own high standards.

By providing a basis for insisting that other
countries improve national control systems for
the international transfer of conventional arms,
the Treaty will help reduce the risk that inter-
national transfers of specific conventional arms
and items will be abused to carry out the
world’s worst crimes, including genocide,
crimes against humanity, and war crimes. It
will be an important foundational tool in ongo-
ing efforts to prevent the illicit proliferation of
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