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bound by an alliance unimaginable 75 years
ago—will continue to work hand in hand for a
more peaceful and secure world.

NOTE: The related proclamation of December
6 is listed in Appendix D at the end of this vol-
ume.

Statement on Senate Passage of the 21st Century Cures Act
December 7, 2016

 We are now one step closer to ending can-
cer as we know it, unlocking cures for diseases
like Alzheimer’s, and helping people seeking
treatment for opioid addiction finally get the
help they need. The bipartisan passage of the
21st Century Cures Act is an example of the
progress we can make when people from both
parties work together to improve the health of
our families, friends, and neighbors.

The Cures Act makes important investments
that will save lives. First, for the families and
communities that have lost too many loved
ones to the heroin and prescription opioid epi-
demic, it invests the $1 billion I requested in
my budget to address this crisis. Second, the
bill answers the Vice President’s call for a
moonshot in cancer research by investing $1.8
billion in new resources to accelerate discover-
ies. Third, it invests nearly $3 billion to build
upon the major biomedical research initiatives
we have launched in my administration—
known as the BRAIN and Precision Medicine
Initiatives—which are tackling diseases like Al-
zheimer’s and creating new research models to

find cures and better target treatments.
Fourth, the Cures Act takes important steps to
improve mental health, including building on
the work of my administration’s Mental Health
and Substance Use Disorder Parity Task
Force. And fifth, the legislation advances the
progress we’ve made in improving the Food
and Drug Administration’s drug development
process by, for example, making sure patients’
voices are part of those decisions.

This is a reminder of what we can do when
we look out for one another. Like Joe Biden
and so many other Americans, I’ve lost people
I love deeply to cancer. I’ve heard often from
those whose loved ones are suffering from Al-
zheimer’s, addiction, and other debilitating
diseases. Their heartbreak is real, and so we
have a responsibility to respond with real solu-
tions. This bill will make a big difference, and I
look forward to signing it as soon as it reaches
my desk.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 34.

Joint Statement—Canada, France, Germany, Italy, United Kingdom, and
United States Leaders’ Statement on the Situation in Aleppo, Syria
December 7, 2016

A humanitarian disaster is taking place be-
fore our very eyes. Some 200,000 civilians, in-
cluding many children, in eastern Aleppo are
cut off from food and medicine supplies. Alep-
po is being subjected to daily bombings and ar-
tillery attacks by the Syrian regime, supported
by Russia and Iran. Hospitals and schools have
not been spared. Rather, they appear to be the
targets of attack in an attempt to wear people
down. The images of dying children are heart
breaking. We condemn the actions of the Syri-
an regime and its foreign backers, especially

Russia, for their obstruction of humanitarian
aid, and strongly condemn the Syrian regime’s
attacks that have devastated civilians and medi-
cal facilities and use of barrel bombs and
chemical weapons.

The urgent need now is for an immediate
ceasefire to allow the United Nations to get
humanitarian assistance to people in eastern
Aleppo and to provide humanitarian relief to
those who have fled eastern Aleppo. The oppo-
sition have agreed the UN’s four point plan for
Aleppo. The regime needs to agree to the plan
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