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theft of intellectual property and business se-
crets for commercial gain, sought to modernize
the Mutual Legal Assistance process, and sub-
mitted legislation to enable greater cross-bor-
der data sharing between law enforcement
agencies, another effort the Commission
strongly supports. We have developed addi-
tional tools and cyber capabilities to deter and
disrupt malicious cyber activity aimed at the
United States. Finally, we created the Cyber
Threat Intelligence Integration Center to en-
sure that there is a single Governmentwide
source for integrated intelligence assessments
on cyber threats.

In total, the Commission’s recommenda-
tions affirm the course that this administration
has laid out, but make clear that there is much
more to do and the next administration, Con-
gress, the private sector, and the general public
need to build on this progress. Deepening
public-private cooperation will help us better
protect critical infrastructure and respond to
cyber incidents when they occur. Expanding
the use of strong authentication to improve
identity management will make all of us more
secure online. Increasing investments in re-
search and development will improve the secu-
rity of products and technologies. Investing in
human capital, education, and the productivity
of the cybersecurity workforce will ensure that
this country’s best and brightest are helping us
stay ahead of the cybersecurity curve. Continu-
ing to prioritize and coordinate cybersecurity
efforts across the Federal Government will en-
sure that this critical challenge remains a top
national security priority. And furthering the
promotion of international norms of responsi-
ble state behavior will ensure that the global
community is able to confront the ever-evolv-
ing threats we face.

The Commission’s recommendations are

thoughtful and pragmatic. Accordingly, my ad-
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Hi, everybody. On the first day of my ad-
ministration, I promised to restore science to
its rightful place. I told you we would unleash
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ministration strongly supports the Commis-
sion’s work, and we will take additional action
wherever possible to build on the work my ad-
ministration has already undertaken and to
make progress on its new recommendations
before the end of my term. Importantly
though, I believe that the next administration
and the next Congress can benefit from the
Commission’s insights and should use the
Commission’s recommendations as a guide. I
have asked the Commission to brief the Presi-
dent-elect’s transition team at their earliest op-
portunity. Further, we must provide sufficient
resources to meet the critical cybersecurity
challenges called out in the Commission’s re-
port. Before Congress adjourns for the year, it
must act to fully fund the urgent cybersecurity
needs that my administration has identified in
my 2017 budget and elsewhere, investing in ar-
eas such as securing Federal information tech-
nology systems, protecting critical infrastruc-
ture, and investing in our cybersecurity work-
force.

As the Commission’s report counsels, we
have the opportunity to change the balance
further in our favor in cyberspace, but only if
we take additional bold action to do so. My ad-
ministration has made considerable progress in
this regard over the last 8 years. Now it is time
for the next administration to take up this
charge and ensure that cyberspace can contin-
ue to be the driver for prosperity, innovation,
and change, both in the United States and
around the world.

NOTE: The Commission on Enhancing Nation-
al Cybersecurity’s “Report on Securing and
Growing the Digital Economy,” dated Decem-
ber 1, was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary with this statement. The statement
referred to President-elect Donald J. Trump.

American innovation and technology to tackle
the health challenges of our time. Over the last
§ years, we've delivered on that promise in



many ways, both big and small, including, of
course, providing health coverage to 20 million
more Americans and making health care more
affordable for all Americans.

Right now we have the chance to put our
best minds to work one more time and in a big
way. There’s a bill in Congress that could help
unlock a cure for Alzheimer’s, end cancer as
we know it, and help people seeking treatment
for opioid addiction finally get the help they
need. It’s called the 21st Century Cures Act.
It’'s an opportunity to save lives and an oppor-
tunity we just can’t miss.

This bill would do a lot of good things at
once. Let me tell you about five of them.

First, it will make real investments this year
to combat the heroin and prescription drug ep-
idemic that’s plaguing so many of our commu-
nities. Drug overdoses now take more lives ev-
ery year than traffic accidents, and deaths from
opioid overdoses have nearly quadrupled since
1999. Under Obamacare, health plans in the
marketplace have to include coverage for treat-
ment, but there’s more we need to do. For
nearly a year, I've been calling for this invest-
ment so hundreds of thousands of Americans
can get the treatment they need, and I'm glad
Congress is finally getting it done.

The second thing the Cures Act does is
make a significant investment in Joe Biden’s
Cancer Moonshot. In my State of the Union
Address this year, I set a goal of making Amer-
ica the country that ends cancer once and for
all, and T put the Vice President in charge of
“mission control.” This bill will allow us to in-
vest in promising new therapies, in new ways
to detect and prevent cancer, and to develop
more vaccines for cancer just as we have them
for measles or mumps. Joe’s done an incredi-
ble job; this bill is a chance for Congress to do
its part too.
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Third, well be giving researchers the re-
sources they need to help identify ways to
treat, cure, and prevent all kinds of brain disor-
ders: Alzheimer’s, epilepsy, traumatic brain in-
jury. And it also supports the Precision Medi-
cine Initiative, an effort we started to bring
doctors and data together to develop treat-
ments and health care that one day can be tai-
lored specifically for you. That can lead to
some big breakthroughs.

Fourth, the Cures Act includes bipartisan
mental health reforms, including important
programs for suicide prevention.

And fifth, we’re making sure the FDA incor-
porates patient voices—your voices—into the
decisions they make as they develop drugs.

So that’s what the 21st Century Cures Act is
all about. Like all good legislation, it reflects
compromise. This week, the House passed it
overwhelmingly and in bipartisan fashion. The
Senate will vote in the next few days, and I hope
theyll do the same. I'll sign it as soon as it reach-
es my desk, because like a lot of you, I've lost
people that I love deeply to cancer. I hear every
day from Americans whose loved ones are suffer-
ing from addiction and other debilitating diseas-
es. And I believe we should seize every chance
we have to find cures as soon as possible. When
it’s your family, hope can’t come soon enough.

Thanks, everybody, and have a great week-
end.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:30 p.m. on December 2 in the Roos-
evelt Room at the White House for broadcast
on December 3. In the address, the President
referred to H.R. 34. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on December 2, but was embargoed for re-
lease until 6 a.m. on December 3. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of this address.

Remarks at the Kennedy Center Honors Reception
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The President. Well, good evening, every-
body.

Audience members. Good evening!

The President. On behalf of Michelle and
myself, welcome to the White House. Over the
past 8 years, this has always been one of our
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