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like, or what faith we practice, but the ideals to
which we pledge our allegiance. It’s about our
capacity to live up to the creed as old as our
founding: e pluribus unum—that out of many,
we are one. And as long as we continue to wel-
come the contributions of all people, as long as
we stand up for each other, speak out for what
is right and stay true to these ideals—not just
when it’s easy, but when it’s hard—then no one
can ever take away our liberty. Our best days
will always be ahead. And we will keep build-
ing a future where all of our children know the
promise of America.

Happy Thanksgiving, everybody.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 11:40 a.m. on November 23 in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House for
broadcast on November 24. In the address, the
President referred to his mother-in-law Marian
Robinson. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Novem-
ber 23, but was embargoed for release until 6
a.m. on November 24. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Statement on the Death of Former President Fidel Alejandro Castro Ruz of Cuba
November 26, 2016

At this time of Fidel Castro’s passing, we ex-
tend a hand of friendship to the Cuban people.
We know that this moment fills Cubans—in
Cuba and in the United States—with powerful
emotions, recalling the countless ways in which
Fidel Castro altered the course of individual
lives, families, and of the Cuban nation. Histo-
ry will record and judge the enormous impact
of this singular figure on the people and world
around him.

 For nearly six decades, the relationship be-
tween the United States and Cuba was marked
by discord and profound political disagree-
ments. During my Presidency, we have worked
hard to put the past behind us, pursuing a fu-
ture in which the relationship between our two
countries is defined not by our differences, but
by the many things that we share as neighbors

and friends: bonds of family, culture, com-
merce, and common humanity. This engage-
ment includes the contributions of Cuban
Americans, who have done so much for our
country and who care deeply about their loved
ones in Cuba.

Today we offer condolences to Fidel Cas-
tro’s family, and our thoughts and prayers are
with the Cuban people. In the days ahead, they
will recall the past and also look to the future.
As they do, the Cuban people must know that
they have a friend and partner in the United
States of America.

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
statement.

Message to the Congress Transmitting an Alternative Pay Plan for Civilian
Federal Employees
November 29, 2016

To the Congress of the United States:

I am transmitting an alternative plan for pay
increases for civilian Federal employees cov-
ered by the General Schedule and certain oth-
er pay systems in January 2017. Title 5, United
States Code, authorizes me to implement al-
ternative pay plans for pay increases for civilian

Federal employees covered by the General
Schedule and certain other pay systems if, be-
cause of “national emergency or serious eco-
nomic conditions affecting the general wel-
fare,” I view the adjustments that would other-
wise take effect as inappropriate.

Civilian Federal employees made significant
sacrifices as a result of the 3-year pay freeze
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