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stuff—when you poll these things individually,
people like them, and they don’t want them
taken away. And we’re going to be in a position
to make the case that the work we’ve done is
good and a lot of it needs to be preserved. And
if it can be improved upon, then we should be
open minded to improving it.

The bottom line is that the—and I don’t
know about you all, but I'm still fired up, and
I'm still ready to go. Admittedly, I will take a
vacation for a couple weeks after my Presiden-
cy is over, but then we’re going to get back to
work.

And for any of you who doubt, by the way,
how quickly things can change and how fast
the clouds can part, you remember that speech
I gave in Boston. It was a pretty good speech,
and I ended up winning the U.S. Senate race,
an unknown State senator up until that point.
And when T arrived in Washington in 2005, T
was sworn in and everybody was really happy,
and I was really proud. That was also the same
time where John Kerry had lost a really close
election, Tom Daschle had lost his seat and
was no longer a leader in the Senate. I think
Ken Salazar and I were the only two Demo-
crats across the country that had won. Republi-
cans controlled the Senate and the House and
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the Presidency. Things were looking pretty
bleak. Two years later, Democrats were taking
over Congress, and 4 years later, I was Presi-
dent of the United States.

So T've seen it. And the reason that happens
is because of all of you. And that’s why I'm
proud of you and that's why I'm proud to be a
Democrat. Let’s learn our lessons, lick our
wounds, brush ourselves off, and then, we’ll
get back to work. All right?

Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:22 p.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Pennsylvania State Attor-
ney General-elect Josh Shapiro; Donna L.
Brazile, interim chair, Democratic National
Committee; 2016 Democratic Presidential
nominee Hillary Rodham Clinton; Sen. Ber-
nard Sanders, in his former capacity as a Dem-
ocratic Presidential candidate; Senate Minority
Leader Harry M. Reid; House Minority Lead-
er Nancy Pelosi; Secretary of State John F.
Kerry, in his capacity as the 2004 Democratic
Presidential nominee; and former Sen. Ken-
neth L. Salazar. Audio was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Prokopios Pavlopoulos of

Greece in Athens, Greece
November 15, 2016

President Pavlopoulos. Mr. President, I wel-
come you to Athens, as the President of that
great, friendly country, the United States of
America, who has won global distinction for
defending lands, democracy, and justice.
These are the characteristics which define your
international acclaim and appeal.

Your acclaim and appeal are, of course, jus-
tified by, among others, your initiatives of deal-
ing with a deep global economic crisis; the sup-
port of the social rule of law; management of
the acute and, in your own words, epic refugee
crisis with humanity and justice; and cracking
down on the barbarity of terrorism, dealing in

an appropriate manner with countless crimi-
nals who commit crimes against humanity.

Mr. President, our peoples are bound by
truly historic ties of friendship and coopera-
tion, which have become even stronger thanks
to the great Greek American community of
which we Greeks are very proud, and for which
we always have feelings of great gratitude.
With this opportunity, I would like to thank
you warmly for your solidarity to Greece and to
the Greek people throughout this deep and
painful economic and social crisis that our
country suffered. I am certain that your suc-
cessor, the new President of the United States,
Mr. Trump, will continue on the same path.
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Mr. President, in these difficult times for
mankind, mankind stands to benefit a great
deal from the close and sincere cooperation
between the United States and the European
Union. We are convinced that the U.S. has ev-
ery reason to look forward to a strong and pros-
perous Europe. Greece is committed to this di-
rection. Despite the hardship and the huge
sacrifices of the people—which, it should be
noted, are not only the result of our own er-
rors—we remain firm on the course of the Eu-
ropean Union and of the euro zone. We strive
to make all our partners understand that it is
our duty to stay on the path of European inte-
gration, far from phobic syndromes and lack of
solidarity, which can only undermine our com-
mon European future. We are deeply inspired
by the European ideal, and we defend our na-
tional interests not only on the basis of interna-
tional law as a whole, but also on the basis of
European primary law and secondary legisla-
tion.

We deal with our national issues within this
primary and secondary legislation. And there-
fore I'd like to point out three examples of
what we call our national issues. The Cyprus is-
sue, which is, of course, first and foremost, an
international and European issue can only bear
a result through full respect of the European
institutional hierarchy, and we are in favor of a
speedy resolution based on a fair and viable so-
lution.

The institutional hierarchy obviously ex-
cludes a confederate solution or occupation
armies and obsolete guarantees, which deprive
the modern concept of sovereignty of its mean-
ing. We should also not forget that the solution
of the Cyprus issue that does not respect those
facts would create a very negative precedent
for the existence and the sovereignty of every
member state. This is primary European law,
and this precedent could put at risk all of the
individual member states.

We also deem that any dispute of the Treaty
of Lausanne is inconceivable and unacceptable
since it would be a blatant violation of interna-
tional law, for which the treaty was part, and
would undermine not only the borders of
Greece, but also of the European Union, since
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the borders of the European Union, Mr. Presi-
dent, are the borders of individual member
states.

Finally, the fact that the neighboring state is
claiming a name, which, besides falsifying his-
tory, obviously constitutes irredentist behavior
and therefore indirectly questions existing bor-
ders; this goes against international and Euro-
pean law and undermines its own European
perspective.

Mr. President, I would once again like to
welcome you. And I reserve the words that be-
fit your personality and your work for tonight’s
dinner. T wish you a pleasant stay in Athens.
And let me assure you that we Greeks always,
even after the end of your term, think of you as
a statesman of world class and a great friend of
Greece and of the Greek people.

President Obama. Well, Mr. President, 1
just want to thank you for the warm welcome
and thank the Greek people for hosting us here
today. I send greetings from all Americans, but
as you noted, we have an extraordinary Greek
American community that is very excited about
this visit.

This, as you noted, will be my last foreign
trip. And I thought it was very appropriate for
us to visit a great country that is the birthplace
of democracy, the source of so many of the ide-
als and values that helped to build America,
and an outstanding friend and ally.

Obviously, Greece has gone through very
challenging economic times over the last sever-
al years. And it has been the policy of my ad-
ministration to do everything we can to work
with the Greek Government and the Greek
people to restore growth and optimism and to
alleviate hardship. And we are glad to see that
progress is being made, although we recognize
that there are significant challenges ahead, and
we intend to stand shoulder to shoulder with
the Greek people throughout this process.

We believe that a strong, prosperous, and
unified Europe is not only good for the people
of Europe, but good for the world and good for
the United States. And we also believe that it’s
important that all people have opportunity and
inclusion in growth inside of Europe. And part
of my message as I travel not just to Greece



but to meet with other European leaders is to
encourage a process that ensures opportunity
for all, particularly for the youth of Europe and
youth here in Greece.

I also want to extend the world’s apprecia-
tion for the humanitarian and compassionate
manner that Greece has dealt with the severe
migration and refugee crisis that’s been taking
place.

As I said at the U.N. Summit on Refugees
that I hosted in September, it’s important that
we don’t have any single country bear the en-
tire burden of these challenges; that all of us
are contributing and participating in alleviating
suffering, and dealing with migration in an or-
derly and compassionate way. And we have
been very glad to partner with the Greek Gov-
ernment in managing the situation appropri-
ately.

And finally, whether it’s dealing with terror-
ism, addressing some of the challenges that are
occurring in the Middle East, hosting our naval
vessels, cooperation in the Aegean Sea, the
strong NATO relationship between the United
States in Greece is of the utmost importance.
And I want to reaffirm not only our apprecia-
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tion for the Greek people in that alliance, but
underscore how important we consider the
transatlantic alliance. It continues to be a cor-
nerstone of our security that is unwavering and
it is something that provides significant conti-
nuity. Even as we see a transition of Govern-
ments in the United States, across Democratic
and Republican administrations, there’s a rec-
ognition that the NATO alliance is absolutely
vital and the transatlantic relationship is the
cornerstone of our mutual security as well as
prosperity.

So, in addition to the formal meetings, I also
hope to get a chance to see the Acropolis, be-
cause if you come to Greece, you've got to do a
little bit of sightseeing.

So thank you, again, for your very gracious
hospitality, and thanks to the Greek people for
the friendship and the partnership that has
made both our countries stronger.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:37 p.m. in the
Accreditation Room at the Presidential Man-
sion. President Pavlopoulos spoke in Greek,
and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Alexios Tsipras of

Greece in Athens
November 15, 2016

Prime Minister Tsipras. I want to thank the
American President, Barack Obama, very
warmly for visiting Greece and for choosing
Athens, the birthplace of democracy, for his—
for one of his last stops before concluding his
8-year term as the American President.

The Presidency, during which the image of
the United States of America around the world
has changed—even in this country, where,
during the cold war era, Greek American rela-
tions were—have accumulated heavy, historic
burden—a very heavy, historical burden. And I
think it was a historic moment when, during
the previous visit of an American President in
Greece in 1999, President Clinton recognized
the errors of the U.S. as regards the dictator-
ship in Greece. Because the American—the

Greek people do not only relate to the ancient
traditions; they have fought—they have shed
blood until recently—to defend the values of
democracy and freedom, which are our com-
mon values.

Therefore, Greece is now welcoming an
American President who, throughout his term
in office, has strongly defended these values;
who has fought for the rights of all people, irre-
spective of color, religion, or sexual orienta-
tion; who has worked in order to deal with cli-
mate change; a President who has integrated
millions of Americans into health care; a Presi-
dent who has put his strength and his influence
behind a humanitarian solution of the great
refugee crisis, the greatest after World War I1.
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