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On Veterans Day, we acknowledge, humbly,
that we can never serve our veterans in quite
the same way that they served us. But we can
try. We can practice kindness. We can pay it
forward. We can volunteer. We can serve. We
can respect one another. We can always get
each other’s backs.

That is what Veterans Day asks all of us to
think about. The person you pass as you walk
down the street might not be wearing our Na-
tion’s uniform today. But consider for a mo-
ment that a year or a decade or a generation
ago, he or she might have been one of our fel-
low citizens who was willing to lay down their
life for strangers like us. And we can show how

much we love our country by loving our neigh-
bors as ourselves.

May God bless all who served and still do.
And may God bless the United States of Amer-
ica.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:38 a.m. in
the Memorial Amphitheater at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. In his remarks, he referred to
Patrick K. Hallinan, Superintendent, Arlington
National Cemetery; Debbera M. Ransom,
founder and commander, Johnetta R. Cole
AMVETS Post No. 24 in Buffalo, NY; and
Evanston, IL, resident Irving Lerner, and his
children Susan Ricker and Rita, David, and
Carole D. Lerner.

The President’s Weekly Address
November 12, 2016

Hi, everybody. This weekend, as we search
for ways to bridge our differences, we look to
the principles that are more enduring than pol-
itics. And some of the best examples are found
in the men and women we saluted yesterday
and every day: our troops and our veterans.

It is the example of young Americans—our
9/11 generation—who, as first responders ran
into smoldering towers, ran to a recruiting cen-
ter and signed up to serve. It’s the example of a
military that meets every mission, one united
team, all looking out for one another, all get-
ting each other’s backs. It is the example of the
single most diverse institution in our country:
soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines, and coast-
guardsmen who represent every corner of our
country, every shade of humanity, immigrant
and native-born, Christian, Muslim, Jew, and
nonbeliever alike, all forged into common ser-
vice.

It is the example of veterans—patriots—
who, when they take off their fatigues, put
back on the camouflage of everyday life in
America, becoming small-businesspeople and
teachers and coaches, our first responders and
city council members and neighborhood role
models, all still serving this country we love
with the same sense of duty and valor.

Our veterans don’t always go around telling
stories of their heroism. So it is up to us to ask,
to listen, to tell those stories for them, and to
live in our own lives the values for which they
were prepared to give theirs. It’s up to us to
summon some of the courage and humility of
our veterans and to acknowledge that we can
never serve them in quite the same way that
they serve us.

But we can try. We need to keep working to
make sure they always get the care and bene-
fits they’ve earned. We can practice kindness.
We can volunteer, serve, and respect one an-
other. We can always get each other’s backs.
And we can show how much we love our coun-
try by loving our neighbors as ourselves.

To all of you who served and who still do:
thank you. And have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:20 p.m. on November 11 in the Blue
Room at the White House for broadcast on
November 12. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
November 11, but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on November 12. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.
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The President’s News Conference
November 14, 2016

The President. Hello, everybody. In a couple
hours, I’ll be departing on my final foreign trip
as President. And while we’re abroad, I’ll have
a chance to take a few of your questions, but I
figured why wait? I know that there’s a lot of
domestic issues that people are thinking about,
so I wanted to see if I could clear out some of
the underbrush so that when we’re overseas
and people are asking about foreign policy
questions, people don’t feel obliged to tack on
three other questions to them.

Q. We still will.
The President. Let me—I know you still will,

yes. [Laughter] That I’m aware of, but I’m try-
ing something out here. First of all, let me
mention three brief topics.

First of all, as I discussed with the Presi-
dent-elect on Thursday, my team stands ready
to accelerate in the next steps that are required
to ensure a smooth transition. And we are go-
ing to be staying in touch as we travel. I re-
member what it was like when I came in 8
years ago. It is a big challenge. This office is
bigger than any one person. And that’s why en-
suring a smooth transition is so important.

It’s not something that the Constitution ex-
plicitly requires, but it is one of those norms
that are vital to a functioning democracy, simi-
lar to norms of civility and tolerance and a
commitment to reason and to facts and analy-
sis. It’s part of what makes this country work.
And as long as I’m President, we are going to
uphold those norms and cherish and uphold
those ideals.

As I’ve told my staff, we should be very
proud that their work has already ensured that
when we turn over the keys, the car is in pretty
good shape. We are indisputably in a stronger
position today than we were when I came in 8
years ago. Jobs have been growing for 73
straight months. Incomes are rising. Poverty is
falling. The uninsured rate is at the lowest level
on record. Carbon emissions have come down
without impinging on our growth.

And so my instructions to my team are that
we run through the tape. We make sure that

we finish what we started, that we don’t let up
in these last couple of months, because my goal
is, on January 21, America is in the strongest
position possible and, hopefully, there’s an op-
portunity for the next President to build on
that.

Number two, our work has also helped to
stabilize the global economy. And because
there is one President at a time, I’ll spend this
week reinforcing America’s support for the ap-
proaches that we’ve taken to promote econom-
ic growth and global security on a range of is-
sues.

I look forward to my first visit in Greece.
And then, in Germany, I’ll visit with Chancel-
lor Merkel, who’s probably been my closest in-
ternational partner these past 8 years. I’ll also
signal our solidarity with our closest allies and
express our support for a strong, integrated,
and united Europe. It’s essential to our nation-
al security, and it’s essential to global stability.
And that’s why the transatlantic alliance and
the NATO alliance have endured for decades
under Democratic and Republican administra-
tions.

Finally, in Peru, I’ll meet with the leaders of
countries that have been the focus of our for-
eign policy through our rebalance in the Asia-
Pacific. This is a time of great change in the
world. But America has always been a pillar of
strength and a beacon of hope to peoples
around the globe. And that’s what it must con-
tinue to be.

Finally, on a personal note, Michelle and I
want to offer our deepest condolences to
Gwen Ifill’s family and to all of you, her col-
leagues, on her passing. Gwen was a friend of
ours. She was an extraordinary journalist. She
always kept faith with the fundamental respon-
sibilities of her profession: asking tough ques-
tions, holding people in power accountable,
and defending a strong and free press that
makes our democracy work.

I always appreciated Gwen’s reporting, even
when I was at the receiving end of one of her
tough and thorough interviews. Whether she
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