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others concerning their education benefits; ad-
vancing protocols for removing non-compliant
schools from the Principles of Excellence, or
developing other appropriate measures to pro-
tect the integrity and accuracy of information
about this initiative; and developing a common
set of early-warning protocols and accountabil-
ity measures to improve performance by edu-
cational institutions on behalf of service mem-
bers and veterans. This subcommittee shall be
established not later than 120 days from the
date of this memorandum. This subcommittee
shall coordinate with the interagency oversight
task force on career colleges and for-profit ed-
ucational institutions, established by the De-
partment of Education in May 2015, to avoid
overlap and duplication of efforts.

Sec. 6. Federal Agency Implementation
Plan. Within 120 days of the issuance of this
memorandum, the Working Group shall estab-
lish an implementation plan setting forth spe-
cific actions that are needed to further the pol-
icy objectives identified in this memorandum
and that are permitted by law. The implemen-
tation plan shall identify the steps necessary to
implement the policies and meet the deadlines
identified in section 5 of this memorandum. In
addition, the implementation plan may identify
other agency-specific actions not included in

this memorandum that the Working Group
should undertake to further promote fair prac-
tices in education and training institutions
serving service members, veterans, eligible
spouses, and other family members.

Sec. 7. General Provisions. (a) This memo-
randum shall be implemented consistent with
applicable law and subject to the availability of
appropriations.

(b) Nothing in this memorandum shall be
construed to impair or otherwise affect:

(i) the authority granted by law to an ex-
ecutive department, agency, or the head
thereof; or

(ii) the functions of the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget relat-
ing to budgetary, administrative, or legis-
lative proposals.

(¢c) This memorandum is not intended to,
and does not, create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in
equity by any party against the United States,
its departments, agencies, or entities, its offi-
cers, employees, or agents, or any other per-
son.

BARACK OBAMA

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget

Amendments for Fiscal Year 2017
November 10, 2016

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the enclosed
Fiscal Year (FY) 2017 Budget amendments for
national security activities at the Department
of Defense (DOD), the Department of State
(State), and the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) to fund Overseas Con-
tingency Operations (OCO).

These amendments would provide $5.8 bil-
lion for DOD OCO activities to support the
Afghan National Defense and Security Forces,
and to degrade and ultimately defeat the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), in-
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cluding through military operations as part of
Operation Inherent Resolve. For State and
USAID, a total of $5.8 billion would support
the Administration’s counter-ISIL and coun-
terterrorism objectives, including the efforts to
implement the diplomatic engagement, gover-
nance, and stabilization components of my Ad-
ministration’s counter-ISIL strategy, strength-
en embassy security, and respond to relief and
recovery needs, as well as provide additional
humanitarian assistance for areas liberated
from ISIL and other unforeseen needs.
Overall, these amendments would increase
the OCO funding requested for FY 2017 by



$11.6 billion, for a total FY 2017 OCO request
of $85.3 billion. Consistent with last year’s bi-
partisan budget agreement, these amendments
would provide equal funding increases for de-
fense and non-defense security programs.

The details of these amendments are set
forth in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

While these amendments focus on funding
our overseas national security efforts, our ef-
forts here at home are equally important to
fighting terrorism and protecting the American
people. For this reason, I urge the Congress to
fully fund not only the international security
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needs outlined in this request, but also the do-
mestic security programs included in the FY
2017 Budget. Specifically, the Congress should
fund critical cybersecurity programs and en-
sure the Nation has the resources needed to
aggressively counter evolving cybersecurity
threats. I also encourage the Congress to pro-
vide the resources necessary for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s Transportation
Security Administration and its Countering Vi-
olent Extremism programs.
Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

Remarks at a Veterans Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia

November 11, 2016

Thank you very much. Please—thank you.
Thank you. Please—thank you.

Secretary McDonald, Mr. Hallinan, distin-
guished guests and, most of all, our extraordi-
nary veterans and your families: The last time I
stood on these hallowed grounds, on Memorial
Day, our country came together to honor those
who have fought and died for our flag. A few
days before, our Nation observed Armed Forc-
es Day, honoring all who are serving under
that flag at this moment.

And today, on Veterans Day, we honor those
who honored our country with its highest form
of service: You who once wore the uniform of
our Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, or Coast
Guard. We owe you our thanks, we owe you
our respect, and we owe you our freedom.

We come together to express our profound
gratitude for the sacrifices and contributions
you and your family made on the battlefield, at
home, and at outposts around the world. But
America’s gratitude to our veterans is some-
thing always grounded in something greater
than what you did on duty. It’s also an appreci-
ation of the example that you continue to set
after your service has ended: your example as
citizens.

Veterans Day often follows a hard-fought
political campaign, an exercise in the free
speech and self-government that you fought
for. It often lays bare disagreements across our

Nation. But the American instinct has never
been to find isolation in opposite corners. It is
to find strength in our common creed, to forge
unity from our great diversity, to sustain that
strength and unity even when it is hard. And
when the election is over, as we search for ways
to come together—to reconnect with one an-
other and with the principles that are more en-
during than transitory politics—some of our
best examples are the men and women we sa-
lute on Veterans Day.

It’s the example of young Americans—our
9/11 generation—who, as first responders, ran
into smoldering towers, then ran to a recruiting
center and signed up to serve. It’s the example
of a military that meets every mission, one
united team, all looking out for one another, all
getting each other’s backs. It’s the example of
the single most diverse institution in our coun-
try: soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines, and
coastguardsmen who represent every corner of
our country, every shade of humanity, immi-
grant and native-born, Christian, Muslim, Jew,
and nonbeliever alike, all forged into common
service.

It’s the example of our veterans—patriots—
who, when they take off their fatigues, put back
on the camouflage of everyday life in America
and become our business partners and bosses,
our teachers and our coaches, our first respond-
ers, city council members, community leaders,
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