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Remarks Following a Meeting With President-Elect Donald J. Trump
November 10, 2016

The President. Well, I just had the opportu-
nity to have an excellent conversation with
President-elect Trump. It was wide ranging.
We talked about some of the organizational is-
sues in setting up a White House. We talked
about foreign policy. We talked about domes-
tic policy. And as I said last night, my number-
one priority in the coming 2 months is to try to
facilitate a transition that ensures our Presi-
dent-elect is successful.

And I have been very encouraged by the, I
think, interest in President-elect Trump’s
wanting to work with my team around many of
the issues that this great country faces. And I
believe that it is important for all of us, regard-
less of party and regardless of political prefer-
ences, to now come together, work together, to
deal with the many challenges that we face.

And in the meantime, Michelle has had a
chance to greet the incoming First Lady. And
we had an excellent conversation with her as
well, and we want to make sure that they feel
welcome as they prepare to make this transi-
tion.

And most of all, I want to emphasize to you,
Mr. President-elect, that we now are going to
want to do everything we can to help you suc-

ceed, because if you succeed, then the country
succeeds.

Please go ahead.
President-elect Trump. Well, thank you very

much, President Obama. This was a meeting
that was going to last for maybe 10 or 15 min-
utes, and we were just going to get to know
each other. We had never met each other. I
have great respect. The meeting lasted for al-
most an hour and a half. And it could have—as
far as I’m concerned, it could have gone on for
a lot longer.

We really—we discussed a lot of different
situations, some wonderful and some difficul-
ties. I very much look forward to dealing with
the President in the future, including counsel.
He has—he explained some of the difficulties,
some of the high-flying assets and some of the
really great things that have been achieved.

So, Mr. President, it was a great honor being
with you, and I look forward to being with you
many, many more times in the future. 

The President. Good. All right.
President-elect Trump. Thank you, sir.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:36 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Melania Trump, wife of
President-elect Trump.

Remarks Honoring the National Basketball Association Champion Cleveland
Cavaliers
November 10, 2016

The President. Hello, everybody! Welcome
to the White House, and give it up for the
World Champion Cleveland Cavaliers! That’s
right, I said “World Champion” and “Cleve-
land” in the same sentence. [Laughter] That’s
what we’re talking about when we talk about
hope and change. [Laughter]

We’ve got a lot of big Cavs fans here in the
house, including Ohio’s Governor, John Kasich,
and his daughters Emma and Reese. We’ve got
some outstanding Members of Congress that are

here. And obviously, we want to recognize Cavs
owner Dan Gilbert, who put so much of himself
into trying to make sure this thing worked. One
of the great general managers of the game, Da-
vid Griffin. And the pride and joy of Mexico,
Missouri—[laughter]—Coach Tyronn Lue.

I also, before I go any further, want to give a
special thanks to J.R. Smith’s shirt for showing
up. [Laughter] I wasn’t sure if it was going to
make an appearance today. I’m glad you came.
You’re a very nice shirt. [Laughter]
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Now, last season, the Cavs were the favorites
in the East all along, but the road was anything
but stable. And I’m not even talking about what
happened on the court. There were rumors
about who was getting along with who, and why
somebody wasn’t in a picture, and LeBron is
tweeting—[laughter]—and this was all big news.
But somehow Coach Lue comes in and every-
thing starts getting a little smoother, and they hit
their stride in the playoffs. Yes, everybody can
sit down, I’ll be here for a while. [Laughter]

They start winning their first 10 games in
the playoffs, setting record after record for 3-
point shooting. But obviously, what this all
comes down to is a team that, for the first time
in NBA history, comes back from being down
3–1 in the Finals, the first team in history to
dig themselves out of a hole like that.

And I should add that by knocking off the
Warriors, they cemented the 1996 Bulls as the
greatest team of all time. [Laughter] So your
President thanks you for that. Now——

[At this point, a baby cried.]

Vice President Joe Biden. Crying.
The President. I know, that’s funny, isn’t it?

[Laughter] Yes, it is. See, everybody is happy
when their team wins.

The comeback was remarkable—and you
learn about people when they’re down—
against a historically good Warriors team. Cavs
won games 5 and 6 by double digits. You had
both LeBron James and Kyrie Irving becoming
the first duo ever to score 40 points apiece in a
Finals game. And then, in game 7, the Cavs fall
behind on the road, only to fight back and lock
up the title with an unbelievable 2 minutes.
There was “The Block,” what LeBron has said
was the defining play of his career; “The Shot”
by Kyrie, putting the Cavs up 5; “The Stop” by
Kevin Love. Boy, I mean, Kevin was moving.
[Laughter] I hadn’t seen defense like that.

But it wasn’t just those outstanding players,
not then and not throughout the year, because
this was always a team effort. J.R. always
seemed to hit those shots—you know, “No, no,
don’t shoot that!” and then it goes in and,
“Man, that was a great shot.” [Laughter]

You’ve got Tristan Thompson who has as
great of a motor as anybody and put in extra
work to teach himself how to shoot free throws
with the wrong hand. I should have tried that
with some bill signings around here. [Laugh-
ter] You’ve got Channing Frye, who came in
right over the trading deadline and changed
the tone of the locker room, and his sharp-
shooting. Richard Jefferson, Dahntay Jones,
providing leadership and giving inspiration to
all of us old people that you can still do some-
thing at that age.

Iman Shumpert, playing not only great de-
fense and scoring, but also delivered his wife’s
baby in the bathtub—[laughter]—using a pair
of headphones to tie off the umbilical cord.
Now, that’s something right there. [Laughter]
That was an all-star move. Got the “MacGyver”
flat top, which we miss. [Laughter]

And, of course, there’s the guy LeBron calls
the favorite player—his favorite player of all time,
James Jones. The two are a package deal: six
straight Finals appearances. Their names even go
together: LeBron James Jones. [Laughter]

But the truth is, LeBron wouldn’t be LeBron
without his teammates: Kyrie, Kevin, Tristan.
Michelle’s brother, who was an excellent bas-
ketball player, always says that you can learn a
lot about somebody’s character by the way they
play basketball. And when you see LeBron
James, it is not just his power and his speed
and his vertical. It is his unselfishness, it is his
work ethic, it is his insistence on always making
the right play, it is his determination—all of
which makes him one of the great players of all
time.

And you saw it in those last three games, put
up some of the most staggering statistics in Fi-
nals history. He did it the year before despite
injuries, dragging his team along to make a
very competitive series. You saw it when this
kid from Akron broke down and fell to his
knees when he’d realized that he had finally
fulfilled a promise that he had made all those
years ago and delivered that championship
back to Northeast Ohio.

So this is a player and this is a team that
knows what this title means to Cleveland. This
is a city that’s, throughout sports history, been
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through a lot: “The Fumble,” “The Drive,” Jor-
dan over Ehlo. A whole lot more. [Laughter]
But through it all, Cleveland was always “Be-
lieveland.”

And that’s why the Cavs have always given
back to their fans and the community that’s
been so loyal to them. Over the last 22 years,
they’ve given more than $23 million to local
charities. And more than just the money: play-
ers and coaches have made about 200 visits an-
nually to schools, hospitals, food kitchens, and
more, including assisting educational programs
that reach more than 100,000 kids in Northeast
Ohio.

And these Cavs exemplify a growing genera-
tion of athletes that are using their platforms to
speak out. We’ve seen Kevin on combating
campus sexual assault; LeBron on issues like
gun violence and working with Michelle to
help more kids go to school, go to college. His
foundation is doing something incredible: pay-
ing college tuition for 1,100 kids from Akron. I
should mention that, as we were walking out,
Dan Gilbert has been unbelievable in the work
he’s been doing in Detroit—his hometown—
and giving back.

And finally, earlier today the Cavs met with
Attorney General Loretta Lynch and my Se-
nior Adviser, Valerie Jarrett, to discuss steps
they’re taking to help build understanding be-
tween law enforcement and the Cleveland
community, part of a leaguewide effort to build
stronger communities all across the country,
including holding open conversations so we
can begin to bridge divides and defuse ten-
sions, and see each other as one American fam-
ily. It’s really important work. It’s one—just
one of a number of recent efforts we’ve been
proud to partner with the NBA during my time
as President.

From the league’s support of “My Brother’s
Keeper” initiative, to the mentoring initiatives,
to Michelle’s “Let’s Move!” and Joining Forces
efforts, the NBA has been a model for positive
change, and the fact that it’s not just a respon-

sibility of Government, it takes all of us—busi-
nesses, nonprofits, athletes, role models—
working together to achieve the progress that
we seek.

So I know that Cleveland could not be hap-
pier and prouder of having this trophy. But this
was already a championship group of guys,
even before last year, and you should be very
proud of them.

Give it up for the world champs one last
time.

Dan, you want to say anything? You guys got
anything to say? Come on, Kevin.

Forward Kevin W. Love. So, from the 2016
World Champion Cleveland Cavaliers, we
wanted to present this ’16 Obama jersey.

The President. I like this.
Mr. Love. Come on, guys. You got anything

else?
The President. The—now, the only thing is,

though, I don’t—these sleeves get tight. Can I
tear these out? [Laughter] Can I rip them?

Mr. Love. You can rip them.
The President. Can I rip them?
Mr. Love. LeBron rips them.
Forward LeBron R. James. I’ll show you ex-

actly how to do it. [Laughter]
The President. I’m joking.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:27 p.m. on the
South Portico at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Earl J. “J.R.” Smith III,
Kyrie A. Irving, and Iman A. Shumpert,
guards, Channing T. Frye and Richard A. Jef-
ferson, forwards, Tristan T.J. Thompson, cen-
ter, Dahntay L. Jones and James D. Jones,
small forwards/guards, and Joel C. Ehlo, for-
mer guard, Cleveland Cavaliers; Teyana Tay-
lor, wife of Mr. Shumpert, and their daughter
Iman Tayla “Junie” Shumpert; and Michael
Jordan, former guard, NBA’s Chicago Bulls,
and principal owner, NBA’s Charlotte Hor-
nets. He also referred to his brother-in-law
Craig M. Robinson.
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Memorandum on Advancing Fair Practices by Education and Training
Institutions Serving Servicemembers, Veterans, Eligible Spouses, and Other
Family Members
November 10, 2016

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive De-
partments and Agencies

Subject: Advancing Fair Practices by Educa-
tion and Training Institutions Serving Service
Members, Veterans, Eligible Spouses, and
Other Family Members

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, I hereby direct the follow-
ing:

Section 1. Purpose. This memorandum di-
rects executive departments and agencies
(agencies) to perform certain functions to fur-
ther strengthen the Federal Government’s
work in promoting fair practices by education
and training institutions serving service mem-
bers, veterans, eligible spouses, and other fam-
ily members.

Sec. 2. Background. Throughout my Admin-
istration, I have prioritized efforts to ensure
that we are fulfilling our promises to all those
who have served. I have called upon my Ad-
ministration to do all we can to ensure that our
service members, veterans, eligible spouses,
and other family members who have given so
much to our Nation have the protections, re-
sources, information, and support they need in
order to pursue the American dream. Available
data show that approximately 200,000 service
members transition from military service annu-
ally to pursue careers, start businesses, or en-
roll in postsecondary institutions. Since its en-
actment, the Post-9/11 Veterans Educational
Assistance Act of 2008 (Title V of Public Law
110–252) (Post-9/11 GI Bill) has provided
more than 1.7 million individuals with $68.9
billion in education benefits. In addition, the
Department of Defense’s Tuition Assistance
Program continues to provide service mem-
bers, veterans, eligible spouses, and other fam-
ily members access to high-quality education.

On April 27, 2012, I signed Executive Order
13607 (Establishing Principles of Excellence
for Educational Institutions Serving Service
Members, Veterans, Spouses, and Other Fami-
ly Members). The “Principles of Excellence”
set forth in that order apply to institutions re-
ceiving Federal and military educational fund-
ing and are designed to strengthen oversight,
enforcement, and accountability within Feder-
al military and veterans educational and train-
ing benefits programs. Institutions receiving
Federal and military educational funding must,
among other requirements, 1) provide mean-
ingful information to service members, veter-
ans, eligible spouses, and other family mem-
bers regarding the cost and quality of educa-
tional institutions to assist prospective students
in making choices about how to use Federal
educational benefits; 2) prevent abusive and
deceptive recruiting practices that target the
recipients of Federal military and veterans ed-
ucational benefits; and 3) ensure that they pro-
vide high-quality academic and student sup-
port services to active-duty service members,
reservists, members of the National Guard,
veterans, and military families.

Agencies have since made significant strides
toward fully implementing the Principles of
Excellence. They have released guidelines
clarifying obligations under the Principles of
Excellence; launched the GI Bill Comparison
Tool to allow individuals to calculate estimated
Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits, research school at-
tributes, and compare educational institutions;
created a centralized complaint system for stu-
dents receiving Federal military and education
benefits to further strengthen the integrity and
accountability of these programs; launched
“Tuition Assistance DECIDE,” a tool that en-
ables service members to search for informa-
tion about educational costs and outcomes tai-
lored to their circumstances; developed com-
prehensive veteran-student outcome mea-
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