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candidate who happens to be a woman. I'm
betting that African Americans will vote in big
numbers because this journey we’'ve been on
was never about the color of a President, but
the content of his or her character.

I'm betting that America will reject a politics
of resentment and a politics of blame and
choose a politics that says we are stronger to-
gether. T am betting that tomorrow, you will
reject fear and you’ll choose hope. I'm betting
that the wisdom and decency and generosity of
the American people will once again win the
day. And that is a bet that I have never, ever
lost.

Philadelphia, in this place where our Found-
ers forged the documents of freedom, in this
place where they gave us the tools to perfect
our Union, if you share my faith, then I ask you
to vote. If you want a President who shares our
faith in America, who’s lived that faith in

America, who will finally shatter a glass ceiling
and be a President for each and every one of
us, then I'm asking you to work as hard as you
can, this 1 last day, to elect, my fellow Ameri-
cans, this fighter, this stateswoman, this moth-
er, this grandmother, this patriot: our next
President of the United States of America,
Hillary Clinton.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:42 p.m. on In-
dependence Mall. In his remarks, he referred
to former Presidents George H.-W. Bush and
George W. Bush; Chelsea Clinton, daughter of
Democratic Presidential nominee Clinton; for-
mer U.S. Ambassador to China Jon M. Hunts-
man, Jr.; Sens. Johnny Isakson and Lindsey O.
Graham; and Ta-Nehisi P. Coates, national
correspondent, the Atlantic magazine. The
First Lady referred to former President Wil-
liam J. Clinton, who introduced her.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction

November 8, 2016
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice, stating that the national emer-

Remarks on the Presidential Election
November 9, 2016

The President. Good afternoon, every-
body. Yesterday, before votes were tallied, I
shot a video that some of you may have seen
in which T said to the American people: Re-
gardless of which side you were on in the
election, regardless of whether your candi-
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gency with respect to the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction that was declared
in Executive Order 12938 is to continue in ef-
fect beyond November 14, 2016.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

date won or lost, the Sun would come up in
the morning.

And that is one bit of prognosticating that
actually came true. The Sun is up. And I know
everybody had a long night. I did as well. T had

a chance to talk to President-elect Trump last



night—about 3:30 in the morning, T think it
was—to congratulate him on winning the elec-
tion. And I had a chance to invite him to come
to the White House tomorrow to talk about
making sure that there is a successful transition
between our Presidencies.

Now, it is no secret that the President-elect
and I have some pretty significant differences.
But remember, 8 years ago, President Bush
and I had some pretty significant differences.
But President Bush’s team could not have
been more professional or more gracious in
making sure we had a smooth transition so that
we could hit the ground running. And one
thing you realize quickly in this job is that the
Presidency—and the Vice Presidency—is big-
ger than any of us.

So I have instructed my team to follow the
example that President Bush’s team set 8 years
ago and work as hard as we can to make sure
that this is a successful transition for the Presi-
dent-elect, because we are now all rooting for
his success in uniting and leading the country.
The peaceful transition of power is one of the
hallmarks of our democracy. And over the next
few months, we are going to show that to the
world.

I also had a chance last night to speak with
Secretary Clinton, and I just had a chance to
hear her remarks. I could not be prouder of
her. She has lived an extraordinary life of pub-
lic service. She was a great First Lady. She was
an outstanding Senator for the State of New
York. And she could not have been a better
Secretary of State. I'm proud of her. A lot of
Americans look up to her. Her candidacy and
nomination was historic and sends a message
to our daughters all across the country that
they can achieve at the highest levels of poli-
tics. And I am absolutely confident that she
and President Clinton will continue to do great
work for people here in the United States and
all around the world.

Now, everybody is sad when their side loses
an election. But the day after, we have to re-
member that we're actually all on one team.
This is an intramural scrimmage. We're not
Democrats first. We're not Republicans first.
We are Americans first. We're patriots first.
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We all want what’s best for this country. That’s
what T heard in Mr. Trump’s remarks last
night. That’s what I heard when I spoke to him
directly. And I was heartened by that. That’s
what the country needs: a sense of unity; a
sense of inclusion; a respect for our institu-
tions, our way of life, rule of law; and a respect
for each other. I hope that he maintains that
spirit throughout this transition, and I certainly
hope that’s how his Presidency has a chance to
begin.

I also told my team today to keep their
heads up, because the remarkable work that
they have done day in, day out—often without
a lot of fanfare, often with a lot of attention—
work in agencies, work in obscure areas of pol-
icy that make Government run better and
make it more responsive and make it more effi-
cient and make it more service friendly so that
it’s actually helping more people, that remark-
able work has left the next President with a
stronger, better country than the one that ex-
isted 8 years ago.

So, win or lose in this election, that was al-
ways our mission. That was our mission from
day one. And everyone on my team should be
extraordinarily proud of everything that they
have done, and so should all the Americans
that I've had a chance to meet all across this
country who do the hard work of building on
that progress every single day: teachers in
schools; doctors in ER clinic; small businesses
putting their all into starting something up,
making sure they’re treating their employees
well; all the important work that’s done by
moms and dads and families and congregations
in every State—the work of perfecting this
Union.

So this was a long and hard-fought cam-
paign. A lot of our fellow Americans are exul-
tant today. A lot of Americans are less so. But
that’s the nature of campaigns. That’s the na-
ture of democracy. It is hard and sometimes
contentious and noisy, and it’s not always in-
spiring.

But to the young people who got into poli-
tics for the first time and may be disappointed
by the results, I just want you to know, you
have to stay encouraged. Don’t get cynical.
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Don’t ever think you can’t make a difference.
As Secretary Clinton said this morning, fight-
ing for what is right is worth it.

Sometimes, you lose an argument. Some-
times, you lose an election. The path that this
country has taken has never been a straight
line. We zig and zag, and sometimes, we move
in ways that some people think is forward and
others think is moving back. And that’s okay.
I've lost elections before. Joe hasn’t. [Laugh-
ter] But you know—(laughter].

[At this point, Vice President Joe Biden made
the sign of the cross.]

The President. So I've been sort of-

Vice President Biden. Remember, you beat
me badly. [Laughter]

The President. That's the way politics works
sometimes. We try really hard to persuade peo-
ple that we’re right. And then, people vote. And
then, if we lose, we learn from our mistakes, we
do some reflection, we lick our wounds, we
brush ourselves off, we get back in the arena.
We go at it. We try even harder the next time.

The point, though, is, is that we all go for-
ward, with a presumption of good faith in our
fellow citizens, because that presumption of
good faith is essential to a vibrant and function-
ing democracy. That’s how this country has
moved forward for 240 years. It’s how we've
pushed boundaries and promoted freedom
around the world. That's how we’ve expanded
the rights of our founding to reach all of our
citizens. It’s how we have come this far.

And that’s why I'm confident that this incred-
ible journey that we’re on as Americans will go
on. And I am looking forward to doing every-
thing that I can to make sure that the next Pres-
ident is successful in that. I have said before, 1
think of this job as being a relay runner. You
take the baton, you run your best race, and
hopefully, by the time you hand it off, you're a
little further ahead; you've made a little prog-
ress. And I can say that we’ve done that, and I
want to make sure that handoff is well executed,
because ultimately, we’re all on the same team.

All right? Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:20 p.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency

With Respect to Burundi
November 9, 2016

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in the
Federal Register and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to continue
in effect beyond the anniversary date. In accor-
dance with this provision, I have sent to the Fed-
eral Register for publication the enclosed notice
stating that the national emergency declared in
Executive Order 13712 of November 22, 2015,
with respect to the situation in Burundi, is to
continue in effect beyond November 22, 2016.

The situation in Burundi, which has been
marked by the killing of and violence against ci-
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vilians, unrest, the incitement of violence, and
significant political repression, and which threat-
ens the peace, security, and stability of Burundi,
continues to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and foreign policy
of the United States. For this reason, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to continue the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive Order
13712 with respect to the situation in Burundi.
Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-08-21T14:53:36-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




