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NOTE: The President spoke at 4:57 p.m. in the
Whittemore Center Arena at the University of
New Hampshire. In his remarks, he referred to
New Hampshire Executive Councilor Colin

Van Ostern; President Vladimir Vladimirovich
Putin of Russia; Sen. Kelly A. Ayotte; South
Carolina State Rep. J. Anne Parks; and Edith S.
Childs, city council member, Greenwood, SC.

Statement on the Death of Former Attorney General Janet Wood Reno
November 7, 2016

When Janet Reno arrived in Washington in
1993, the city had never seen anyone like her
before and hasn’t since. She rose from a child-
hood on the edge of the Everglades to become
our Nation’s first female Attorney General, a
position she held for longer than anyone in 150
years.

The daughter of reporters—including a
mother who literally wrestled alligators—Janet
was tough as nails and never cowered in her
fight for what was right. In her 15 years as Mi-
ami-Dade’s top prosecutor, she helped reform
juvenile justice, created Miami’s drug court,
and made protecting children the center of her
work. As Attorney General, she insisted on
transparency and accountability. Throughout

her tenure, marked by high-profile, complicat-
ed cases, Janet was unflappable, never losing
her candor, sense of humor, or love of kayaking
on the Potomac. Above all, she was committed
to the defining mission of the Justice Depart-
ment: ensuring that all Americans are treated
equal under the law.

Janet Reno was an American original, a pub-
lic servant whose intellect, integrity, and fierce
commitment to justice helped shape our Na-
tion’s legal landscape. Her legacy lives on in a
generation of lawyers she inspired, the ordi-
nary lives she touched, and a nation that is
more just. Michelle and I send our deepest
condolences to her family and all who loved
and admired her.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Democratic Presidential Nominee Hillary
Rodham Clinton in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
November 7, 2016

The First Lady. Wow! Oh, my goodness!
Wow! Well, thank you so much. Oh, my good-
ness. First of all, I want to thank Bill for that
generous introduction. And thank you, Phila-
delphia! Look at you! Wow! What an amazing
crowd! What an amazing night!

This is truly an emotional moment for me
for so many reasons. First, we are 1 day away
from once again making history. Tomorrow we
have the chance to elect someone who is singu-
larly qualified to be our President: our friend,
Hillary Clinton.

She is a phenomenal woman who has devot-
ed her life to helping others: kids in crumbling
schools, families struggling to get by, women
who need a voice. And let me tell you, when
the going gets tough, Hillary is the person we
want on our side, because she never gives up.
She never quits. She refuses to ever be

knocked down, pushed around, or counted
out.

And on top of all that, she is an outstanding
mother, a loving and loyal wife, a bold and bril-
liant woman who is an inspiration to me and to
millions across this country. And in just a few
hours, we have the power to make her our next
President. Now, how amazing is that?

So I am honored to be here on this stage on
the eve of this historic moment. I’m also emo-
tional because, in many ways, speaking here to-
night is perhaps the last and most important
thing that I can do for my country as First La-
dy. And let me just take a moment to thank
you, to thank the people of this country for giv-
ing our family the extraordinary honor of serv-
ing as your First Family.

Thank you for your love. Thank you for your
prayers. Thank you for welcoming us into your
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communities with open hearts, for giving us a
chance, whether you agreed with our politics
or not. Every day, you have inspired us with
your courage and your decency. And every day,
we have tried to make you proud and live up to
the standard of citizenship that you set. Be-
cause we know that our words and actions are a
reflection to the world of who we are as a na-
tion, and more importantly, our actions are a
reflection of what behavior we hope our chil-
dren will emulate.

And we believe that our responsibility to you
and to this country does not end when we leave
the White House. That’s why Barack and I
have been working so hard in this election, be-
cause we believe that we have a duty to ensure
that this country is handed over to a leader that
we all can trust, a leader who takes this job se-
riously, someone who is truly ready to be Com-
mander in Chief on day one. We deserve a
leader who will ensure that our daughters are
safe and respected and that our sons under-
stand that truly strong men are compassionate
and kind.

We deserve a leader who sees the dignity
and humanity in all of us and who will encour-
age us to see the better angels in one another.
We deserve a leader who sees our diversity not
as a threat, but as a blessing. A leader who sees
us not as rich or poor, but as hard-working
folks doing the best we can with what we’ve
got. A leader who sees us not as Democrats
and Republicans, but as neighbors and friends
who all love this country; who sees us not just
as Black or White, immigrant or native born,
but as brothers and sisters who are all infinitely
worthy, all an important part of this great
American story.

And I am here tonight because I believe
with all my heart and soul that Hillary Clinton
is that leader. And we need to do everything
we can to get her elected President of the
United States. And here’s the beauty of it all:
This election is on us. It is in our hands. If we
get out and vote tomorrow, Hillary Clinton will
win.

But if we stay home, or if we play around
with a protest vote, then Hillary’s opponent
will win. Period, end of story.

Audience members. Boo!
The First Lady. Look, it is important to un-

derstand that Presidential elections are breath-
takingly close. They are decided by just 5, 10,
15 votes per precinct. So, by just taking a few
minutes out of your day tomorrow to cast your
vote and bringing your friends and family with
you, each of you has the power to swing an en-
tire precinct for Hillary. And if we swing
enough precincts, we will win this State, we
will win this election, and we will continue the
progress that we have all made together these
past 8 years. We will do this. That is the power
that you have.

Tomorrow, with your vote, you can stand up
to those who seek to divide us and make us
afraid. You can declare with one voice that we
are always stronger together. Tomorrow, with
your vote, you can say that this country has al-
ways been great, that it is the greatest nation
on Earth. A country where a girl like me from
the South Side of Chicago, whose great-great-
grandfather was a slave, can go to some of the
finest universities on Earth. A country where
the biracial son of a single mother from Hawaii
and the son of a single mother from Hope, Ar-
kansas, can both make it to the White House.
A country where a passionate, outspoken
young woman, determined to do all the good
she can, can go on to break the highest, hardest
glass ceiling and become our President. That is
the power you have and the history you can
make tomorrow. But only if we get out and
vote for Hillary Clinton.

So can we count on you?
Audience members. Yes!
The First Lady. Can Hillary count on you?
Audience members. Yes!
The First Lady. We’ve got to get this done.

You’ve got to get out and vote. We can make
this happen.

So I now have the honor of introducing my
husband to the stage. It’s my chance—perhaps
the last chance I have—to introduce him as
President of the United States. So I just want
to take a moment to publicly say how proud I
am of all that he has done for this country.

I am proud not just of what he has done, but
how he has done it: getting the job done in the
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face of unimaginable challenges, always going
high when they go low. Showing us all what in-
telligence, dignity, and grace really look like,
and never, ever compromising his values or be-
liefs.

Ladies and gentleman, I introduce to you
the love of my life, the President of the United
States, Barack Obama.

The President. Hello, Philadelphia! Are you
fired up?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Thank you, Michelle Obama,

for being my partner, my love, my rock, and an
amazing First Lady.

Eight years ago, I asked all of you to join me
on an unlikely journey. We set out not just to
change programs or policies, but to rebuild an
economy where everyone had a chance to suc-
ceed; to reform Washington so that your voices
would be more powerful than entrenched lob-
byists. We set out to keep America safe and
strong, not just with the might of our arms and
the extraordinary valor of our troops, but with
the power of our ideals; to shape a changing
America so that everybody belongs and every-
body has a part, everybody has a responsibility.

Now, we didn’t know when we began that
America would fall into the worst economic
crisis of our lifetimes. But in the face of great
challenges, in the face of entrenched interests,
in the face of, in some cases, unprecedented
obstruction and a cynical Washington, we
stayed with it. The American people stayed
with it. And because of your resilience, be-
cause of your strength, because of your faith,
we turned “Yes, we can” into “Yes, we did.”

Look at the road we’ve traveled. We’ve seen
America turn recession into recovery, our busi-
nesses create 15½   million new jobs. Putting
more people back to work than all the other
advanced economies combined. A resurgent
auto industry has led the fastest manufacturing
growth since another Clinton was President.
Incomes are rising. Poverty is falling. Twenty
million more Americans have health insurance.

We’ve doubled production of renewable en-
ergy; become the world leader in fighting cli-

mate change. Marriage equality is finally a re-
ality from coast to coast. We brought home
more of our men and women in uniform, took
out Usama bin Laden. And almost every coun-
try on Earth sees America as stronger and
more respected today than they did 8 years
ago.

In fact, because Bill Clinton is here, I did
some math, a little arithmetic. [Laughter] Un-
der the last two Republican Presidents, job
growth was basically flat. Deficits went up.
Over our two Democratic Presidencies, jobs
went up by more than 30 million, deficits went
down, millions more Americans gained health
insurance. So yes, with Democrats in charge,
America is stronger.

Those are just the facts. And with just 1
more day to go, we now have the chance to
elect a 45th President who will build on our
progress, who will finish the job. Who already
has the respect of leaders around the world
and the people they serve. Who is smart and
who is steady and who is tested. Someone who
comes to this office as well prepared as anyone
who has ever run, more than me, more than
Bill: the next President of the United States,
Hillary Clinton.

Now, I know it’s been a long campaign.
There’s been a lot of noise and a lot of distrac-
tion. At times, it’s felt more like a reality show
or even a parody. [Laughter] But tomorrow—
tomorrow, Philadelphia—the choice you face
when you step into that voting booth could not
be clearer and could not be more serious.

On the economy, Donald Trump is uniquely
unqualified to be our chief executive. That’s
why most CEOs and economists don’t support
him. He would trigger a reckless trade war that
costs jobs, strip 20 million Americans of their
health insurance, roll back the new rules de-
signed to check Wall Street recklessness and
protect consumers, and would roll back the
regulations we put in place to preserve this
planet for our kids.

On foreign policy, Donald Trump is temper-
amentally unfit to be Commander in Chief.
Don’t take my word for it, listen to the Repub-
licans who have refused to support him. He
lacks a basic understanding of the world,
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justifies torture, suggests abandoning our al-
lies. Over the weekend, his campaign took
away his Twitter account—[laughter]—be-
cause he’s erratic. If his closest advisers don’t
trust him to tweet—[laughter]—why would
any of us trust him with the nuclear codes?

More than his policies or his plans, though,
throughout his campaign, Donald Trump has
shown utter contempt for the values that make
this Nation great. Anyone who sees women as
objects, minorities and immigrants as inferior,
other faiths as presumptively un-American
cannot lead this diverse, dynamic, bighearted
country that we love.

And so all of this should give you reason
enough to vote tomorrow. But you don’t just
have to vote against someone, you have some-
body extraordinary to vote for. Philadelphia,
you’ve got someone outstanding to vote for in
Hillary Clinton.

I’ll be honest, I have had to bite my tongue
after a lot of the nonsense I’ve heard people
say about Hillary in this election. I can only
imagine what Bill and Chelsea have been going
through. The vicious, crazy attacks, the double
standards applied to her, they’re like nothing
we’ve ever seen before. And what makes it
worse is that most of the people saying this
stuff, they don’t really believe it. They know
better. Don’t forget, when Hillary was a Sena-
tor, when she was my Secretary of State, she
was really popular. People saw how effective
she was, how she crossed party lines to get
things done. Before she announced her candi-
dacy for President, Republican leaders de-
scribed her—and I’m quoting now—as “very
impressive,” someone who does “a magnificent
job,” “one of the most effective Secretaries of
State.”

Well, they were right then. I agreed with
Republicans then. [Laughter] Hillary did a
great job for America. She’s a big reason why
we’re more respected around the world. But
then, when it was politically expedient, those
same Republicans began tearing her down.
And look, when you’re subjected to unrelent-
ing negative fire, it takes a toll. But here’s the
thing about Hillary. She doesn’t complain. She
doesn’t buckle. She brushes it off. Like the

American people, she is strong and tough. And
she knows that government service is not about
her, it’s about you: your struggles, your
dreams.

Throughout her career, Hillary has followed
that Methodist creed her mom taught her: Do
all the good you can, for all the people you can,
in all the ways you can, for as long as you can.
And she doesn’t plan on stopping now. And
that’s how I know she will work her heart out
for you: for everybody still in need of a good
job or a raise; for every child who needs a stur-
dier ladder out of poverty; for every student
who needs relief from student debt; every im-
migrant who wants to contribute to this coun-
try they love; for every American who has not
yet felt the progress of these past 8 years. She
will work, and she will deliver. She won’t just
tweet. [Laughter]

But she will need your help, and she’ll need
help in Washington. If you want Hillary to con-
tinue the progress we’ve made, you need to
give her allies in the Senate like Katie Mc-
Ginty. You cannot—there she is right there.
You cannot just stick Hillary with Republicans
in Congress who are already promising even
more unprecedented dysfunction in Washing-
ton. That would be hard to do, but they’re
promising it—[laughter]—more shutdowns,
more obstruction, years of hearings and inves-
tigations.

You know, gridlock is not mysterious; it’s not
something that happens because both sides are
being equally unreasonable. It has been a stat-
ed Republican strategy since I took office. And
the only way to break it is to make those who
engage in it pay a price by electing more Dem-
ocrats tomorrow.

Look at Katie McGinty’s opponent, Pat
Toomey.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo!
Audience members. Vote!
The President. Vote.
I’ve given him credit for working with us on

background checks that 90 percent of Ameri-
cans supported. But that position rings hollow
when he supports a Republican leader who
blocked that bill. And it doesn’t come close to
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making up for his repeated votes to give tax
cuts to the wealthy just like Donald Trump
would, to block a higher minimum wage just
like Donald Trump would, to repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act just like Donald Trump
would. We do not need a Trump-Toomey
economy. We need someone who’s never for-
gotten her working class roots, the daughter of
a restaurant hostess and a Philadelphia beat
cop, somebody who went to college with the
help of scholarships and student loans. Katie
McGinty won’t just be with you part of the
way, she’ll be with you all of the way. And
that’s why you’ve got to vote for her.

Audience members. Katie! Katie! Katie!
The President. Katie!
Audience members. Katie! Katie! Katie!
The President. Pennsylvania, if you think

endless gridlock will help your family, you
should vote Republican. But if you believe
America can do better than that, if you care
about creating jobs that families can live on
and childcare they can afford, if you care about
equal pay for women and a higher minimum
wage for workers, you need to vote for Demo-
crats up and down the ticket: people like Hill-
ary, people like Katie McGinty, people who
will roll up their sleeves and move America for-
ward.

Listen, I know we live in a cynical time. And
I know elections and all the negative ads tend
to heighten that cynicism. Just last week, a
journalist asked me if I still believe the opti-
mism I expressed that night back in Boston 12
years ago: that we were more than a collection
of red and blue States; that there wasn’t a lib-
eral America or a conservative America, a
Black America or a White America, there was
just the United States of America. He asked
me if I still held on to the hope of 2008, if I still
believed in change. After all, he said, the coun-
try is so divided, Hillary is in such a close race
with someone who stands in total opposition
for all that you’ve ever stood for. Maybe your
vision was misguided, he suggested, or at least,
very naive.

And it was a fair question. I had to acknowl-
edge that I hadn’t fully counted on the obstruc-
tion we’d see when I first came into office and

had to save the economy. I didn’t anticipate
the way social media would magnify our divi-
sions and muddy up facts. None of us knew
then how deep the great recession would cut
and how many people would suffer and how it
would make so many people anxious about
their futures and their kids’ futures, even after
the economy recovered.

But despite all that, I told him, the answer is
yes. I still believe in hope. I’m still as optimistic
as ever about our future. And that’s because of
you, the American people. In my visits to
schools and factories, war theaters, national
parks, in the letters you’ve written me, in the
tears you’ve shed over a lost loved one, I have
seen again and again your goodness and your
strength and your heart.

In 2008, you gave me a chance, a skinny guy
with a funny name. [Laughter] And for these
past 8 years, I saw how hard you worked in the
face of impossible odds. I saw the values you
teach your children. I saw the way you treat
strangers in need. I’ve seen the young men and
women in uniform who meet every mission
and the military families who serve and sacri-
fice just as well and the wounded warriors who
have never, ever quit.

You bet on me all those years ago, and I will
always be grateful for the privilege you gave
me to serve. But I’ll be honest with you, I’ve al-
ways had the better odds, because I’ve always
bet on you.

And, America, I’m betting on you one more
time. I’m betting that tomorrow, most mom
and dads across America won’t cast their vote
for someone who denigrates their daughters
from the highest office in the land.

I’m betting that most Americans won’t vote
for someone who considers minorities and im-
migrants and people with disabilities as inferi-
or, who considers people who practice differ-
ent faiths as objects of suspicion. I’m betting
that tomorrow, true conservatives won’t cast
their vote for someone with no regard for the
Constitution.

I’m betting that young people turn out to
vote because your future is at stake. I’m bet-
ting that men across this country will have no
problem voting for the more qualified
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candidate who happens to be a woman. I’m
betting that African Americans will vote in big
numbers because this journey we’ve been on
was never about the color of a President, but
the content of his or her character.

I’m betting that America will reject a politics
of resentment and a politics of blame and
choose a politics that says we are stronger to-
gether. I am betting that tomorrow, you will
reject fear and you’ll choose hope. I’m betting
that the wisdom and decency and generosity of
the American people will once again win the
day. And that is a bet that I have never, ever
lost.

Philadelphia, in this place where our Found-
ers forged the documents of freedom, in this
place where they gave us the tools to perfect
our Union, if you share my faith, then I ask you
to vote. If you want a President who shares our
faith in America, who’s lived that faith in

America, who will finally shatter a glass ceiling
and be a President for each and every one of
us, then I’m asking you to work as hard as you
can, this 1 last day, to elect, my fellow Ameri-
cans, this fighter, this stateswoman, this moth-
er, this grandmother, this patriot: our next
President of the United States of America,
Hillary Clinton.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:42 p.m. on In-
dependence Mall. In his remarks, he referred
to former Presidents George H.W. Bush and
George W. Bush; Chelsea Clinton, daughter of
Democratic Presidential nominee Clinton; for-
mer U.S. Ambassador to China Jon M. Hunts-
man, Jr.; Sens. Johnny Isakson and Lindsey O.
Graham; and Ta-Nehisi P. Coates, national
correspondent, the Atlantic magazine. The
First Lady referred to former President Wil-
liam J. Clinton, who introduced her.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction
November 8, 2016

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice, stating that the national emer-

gency with respect to the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction that was declared
in Executive Order 12938 is to continue in ef-
fect beyond November 14, 2016.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks on the Presidential Election
November 9, 2016

The President. Good afternoon, every-
body. Yesterday, before votes were tallied, I
shot a video that some of you may have seen
in which I said to the American people: Re-
gardless of which side you were on in the
election, regardless of whether your candi-

date won or lost, the Sun would come up in
the morning.

And that is one bit of prognosticating that
actually came true. The Sun is up. And I know
everybody had a long night. I did as well. I had
a chance to talk to President-elect Trump last
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