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Remarks to an Overflow Crowd at a Campaign Rally for Democratic
Presidential Nominee Hillary Rodham Clinton and Democratic Senatorial
Candidate Catherine Cortez Masto in North Las Vegas, Nevada

October 23, 2016

The President. Hello, Las Vegas! How is ev-
erybody doing? Good? So I'm sorry that it’s a
little crowded up in there. But I just wanted to
let you guys know how much I appreciate you.
I would not be President if it weren’t for all the
work that so many of you did back in 2008,
back in 2012.

But if we're going to continue all the prog-
ress that we've made, then we are going to
have to make sure that we vote this time out.
So I need everybody here to not just vote your-
selves, but you've got to get your friends, your
neighbors, your cousins. If you're not 18 and
you can’t vote, make sure your parents vote
and your cousins vote. Because that’s the only
way we're going to be able to continue the
progress that we’ve made.

If you care about putting people back to
work, then you want Hillary Clinton as Presi-
dent of the United States. If you want to make
sure that immigration reform gets passed,
we've got to have Catherine Cortez Masto in
the United States Senate. If you want to make
sure that we continue to make progress on ed-

ucation and making college affordable, then
we’ve got to have more Democratic Members
of Congress in the House of Representatives.

So we've got 2 weeks. I need you to work as
hard as you can. You know the stakes. We can’t
afford the other guy.

Audience members. No!

The President. Can’t do that. I'd feel really
bad. [Laughter] So this is no joke. Do not take
anything for granted. I need you all to get out
there. If you do, then I know that we’re going
to continue to build on the progress we've
made the last 8 years and nobody is going to be
able to stop the United States of America from
making sure that every child in America is able
to fulfill its dreams.

I love you. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:33 p.m. in the
courtyard at Cheyenne High School. In his re-
marks, he referred to Republican Presidential
nominee Donald J. Trump. Audio was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.
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The President. Hello, Nevada! Hello, Chey-
enne High School! Oh, it is good to be back in
Nevadal I heard the other guy was trying to tell
you how to say Nevada. You remember that?

Audience members. Yes!

Audience member. Four more years!

The President. Can't do it. [Laughter] I am
so glad to be back here; I've got so many good
friends. I am so blessed to be here. I'm glad to
be back at this outstanding high school. Thank
you for hosting us. I've got some really, really
good friends here, folks who supported me
when nobody could pronounce my name.

[Laughter] But some of my friends everybody
here knows because they’ve been friends to ev-
erybody in Nevada. And so I want to just make
sure to give them a shout-out. First
Audience member. 1 love you!
The President. 1 love you back.
But first and foremost, somebody who has
been not just an outstanding elected official,
but he has been my friend. T could not have
gotten done any of the things I got done had it
not been for him getting my back every step of
the way. I love this guy. He has always stood up
for Nevada first. He’s stood up for working
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people. He’s never forgotten where he came
from. Give it up for your Senator, Harry Reid.
I love Harry Reid. Love—I love his wife
Landra more, because she’s even more love-
able. [Laughter]

I also want to make sure that you are turning
out to make sure that we get a couple of out-
standing members back in the House of Rep-
resentatives. Jacky Rosen and Ruben Kihuen.
And along with electing those two outstanding
officials to Congress, we've got to make sure
that your next United States Senator is Cathe-
rine Cortez Masto!

Audience member. 1 love you Obamal!

The President. I love you back. I love you
guys so much. I do.

So I was driving over here and going
through—we didn’t drive right through the
Strip, but we drove passed the Strip—and it
made me think that Vegas is a place where
people are always looking to improve their
odds. I notice, my staff never complains about
a trip to Vegas. [Laughter] But I'm here right
now to tell you that you've got a sure thing.
You've got the winning hand. You’ve got Black-
jack. And the way to do it, the way to make
sure that you win this hand, the way you boost
Catherine’s odds of winning this election, the
way you make sure that Jacky and Ruben are in
Congress is to go vote! You've got to go vote!
[Applause] You've got to vote!

Here in Nevada, you don’t have to wait until
November 8. Early voting started yesterday.
Yes. you've got a ace, and you've got a jack. But
you've got to make sure to turn over the card
by voting! This game didn’t start on November
8, the game ends on November 8. It’s starting
right now.

So, if you need to find out where you can
vote early, just go to iwillvote.com. I want ev-
erybody to say that: iwillvote.com.

Audience members. Iwillvote.com!

The President. Iwillvote.com.

Audience members. Iwillvote.com!

The President. Iwillvote.com.

Audience members. Iwillvote.com!

The President. All right. See this nice, big
sign: Vote early! And I need you also, because
not everybody is as fired up, not everybody is
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as focused as you are, I need everybody to pull
out your phones, if you've got it, right now. I
know you guys have got phones: Pull out.
[Laughter] If you've got your phone with you,
pull it out. Don’t just save it for the selfie.
[Laughter] And text “volunteer” to 47246—
47246—that way you can sign up for a volun-
teer shift in the last 4 days. Because we're go-
ing to need to make sure everybody votes. I
need you to make phone calls. T need you to
knock on doors. I need you to call up cousin
Pookie and say, Pookie, it’s time to vote. I need
you to go—{laughter]—I need you to go call
Jesse, say, Jesse, come on. Don’t be sitting on
the couch. It’s time to vote. Everybody’s got to
vote early. That’s how we won in ’08. That’s
how we won in 2012. That’s how we’re going to
win in 2016.

Because, let’s face it, Nevada is always close.
Nevada always makes you a little nervous be-
cause you kind of don’t know what’s going to
happen. [Laughter] But that’s what makes it
exciting. I was here in Nevada in the closing
days of both my campaigns; both times, you
guys came through. I turned over that card,
and it was an ace. And Michelle and I thank
you from the bottom of our hearts for all the
support and all the prayers these past 8 years.
It has been such a privilege to serve you.

Audience member. We love you!

The President. But being back here in the
closing days of another hard-fought campaign
makes me think about how far we’ve come to-
gether. Back in "08, we had gone through two
long wars. We were about to enter into the
worst economic crisis of our lifetimes. Nevada
was ground zero. You remember the housing
market just collapsed. Folks were losing jobs,
losing homes. On issues like health care, issues
like climate change, we weren’t doing anything
about it, just kicking the can down the road.

And I remember—you remember I told you
now, I said, look, I'm—talk to Michelle, I'm
not a perfect man. [Laughter] I won’t be a per-
fect President. But I told you I would work as
hard as I could, every single day, to make sure
that you had a better shot at living out your
dreams.



And 8 years later, § years later, we've fought
our way back from recession. We have created
15 million new jobs. We've slashed our depen-
dence on foreign oil. We've doubled our pro-
duction of clean energy, including right here in
Nevada. Got solar panels all over the place, in
part, thanks to the work that Harry did. In-
comes went up last year more than any time
since they've been keeping records. Poverty
fell faster than any time since 1968. The unin-
sured rate is now at an alltime low. We brought
our brave troops home to their families. We
knocked out Usama bin Laden. Marriage
equality is a reality in all 50 States.

High school graduation rates, never been
higher; college enrollment at an alltime high—
by so many measures, our country is stronger,
it is more prosperous, it is safer than it was 8
years ago. But for all the progress we’ve made,
if we don’t work as hard as we can in these next
16 days, all that progress could be out the win-
dow. Because competing for the job I currently
hold, you've got a guy who proves himself unfit
for this office every single day, every single
way. And on the other side, you've got some-
body who is as qualified as has ever run for the
Presidency: Hillary Rodham Clinton.

And here’s the thing: Presidents can’t do ev-
erything on their own. If T didn’t have Harry,
then I couldn’t have gotten one what I got
done. If we didn’t have Nancy Pelosi, we
would not have passed so many of the laws that
have benefited millions of Americans. So we
can’t elect Hillary and then saddle her with a
Congress that is do-nothing, won’t even try to
do something, won’t even get their own stuff
passed, much less the stuff you want passed.
Who—all they've got to offer is blocking and
obstructing every step of the way. We've got to
have a Congress that’s willing to make progress
on the issues Americans care about.

Here in Nevada, you've—you're trying to
replace one of the toughest fighters I've ever
known in Harry Reid. So you can choose some-
body with a proven track record for standing
up for Nevada families: Catherine Cortez Mas-
to. Because Catherine’s story is Nevada’s story.
Think about it. Her grandfather comes here
from Mexico, enlists in the U.S. Army, settles
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here in Nevada, works hard as a baker. Her
dad started out parking cars at the Dunes Ho-
tel, went on to live a life of public service. He
made it possible for Catherine and her sister to
get a great education.

And, Nevada, that’s the kind of person you
want representing you: somebody who’s not
going to forget where she came from. Some-
body who knows what it’s like to work hard.
Somebody who knows what it’s like for an im-
migrant to come here and live out the Ameri-
can Dream. You can make her the first-ever
Latina to serve in the United States Senate ev-
er. [Applause] Ever. And here’s somebody who
spent a career in Nevada working with Demo-
crats and Republicans and law enforcement to
do right by you and make you safer.

And meanwhile, you've got her opponent,
Joe Heck.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. Don’t boo

Audience members. Vote!

The President. Don’t boo

Audience members. Vote!

The President. Don’t boo

Audience members. Vote!

The President. Somebody asked me, he said:
“I voted. Can I boo now?” [Laughter] I said,
no, no, wait until all the votes are in. Go get
some more folks to vote.

But Mr. Heck, he spent his time in Wash-
ington fighting for tax breaks for oil companies
and billionaires like the Koch brothers. One of
the things that’s making this a tough race is
they're sending millions of dollars here to try to
elect him because they know that he’s going to
do what they want.

So, when it comes to figuring out who’s go-
ing to fight for you to make sure the economy
works for you, you've got a choice. Think about
what happened after the housing crisis. Ne-
vada was hit harder than anybody else: tens of
thousands of foreclosures, folks underwater.
What did Catherine do? One of the first attor-
neys general in America to stand up for fami-
lies facing the hardship of foreclosure. Rolled
up her sleeves and got to work to make sure
families got help. Cares about making sure
minimum wage workers get a raise. She
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remembers her dad trying to makes ends meet
in a low-paying job. Wants to make sure wom-
en get paid the same as men for doing the
same work. Stands up for women and girls.

Her opponent voted again and again to de-
fund Planned Parenthood.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. Don’t boo, vote.

Threatened to shut down the Government
when he couldn’t get his way, even though
thousands of Nevada women depend on
Planned Parenthood for basic health care, for
cancer screenings. And then, just a few weeks
ago, her opponent was supporting Donald
Trump, who was bragging about actions that
qualify as sexual assault.

Catherine’s been a national leader in the
fight against sex trafficking of teenage girls and
violence against women and passed laws to
make sure the penalties are tougher for preda-
tors, expanded sex offender registries, gave vic-
tims the right to sue their captors. And the oth-
er guy is supporting Donald Trump. What the
heck? [Laughter] What the heck? Heck, no!
Heck, no! Heck, no!

Audience members. Heck, no! Heck, nol
Heck, no!

The President. [Laughter] Heck, no. Come
on! Come on. On issue after issue, Nevada,
you've got a clear choice.

If you care about immigration reform, you
can vote for a Presidential candidate who sees
immigrants only as “criminals” and “rapists,”
apparently never heard of people like Cathe-
rine’s grandfather. Or you can vote for the
granddaughter of an immigrant, who believes
that everybody deserves a chance to contribute
to this country that we love.

If you care about criminal justice reform
and disrupting the pipeline from underfunded
schools to overcrowded jails, and helping peo-
ple who served their time rehabilitate them-
selves and become productive members of so-
ciety, you can vote for an outstanding prosecu-
tor and attorney general who’s used her power
to make the justice system fairer and our peo-
ple safer. Or you can vote for the other guy.

Audience member. Heck, no!

The President. Heck, no.
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Actually, there’s one other difference be-
tween the candidates. Catherine never sup-
ported Donald Trump. She never said she had
“high hopes” that he would become President.
Never said she’d trust his fingers on the nucle-
ar code. Now, I understand Joe Heck now
wishes he never said those things about Don-
ald Trump. But they’re on tape. They’re on the
record. And now that Trump’s poll numbers
are cratering, suddenly, he says, well, no, I
don’t want to—I'm not supporting him.

Audience member. Too late!

The President. Too late. You don’t get credit
for that. Let—I'm being serious here. Hold on
a second. I want to make a point here. I know a
lot of Republicans. I've got Republican friends,
I've got members of my family who are Repub-
licans, and they don’t think the way Donald
Trump does. T understand that. So I'm not
generalizing about all Republicans. But here’s
the thing: For years, Republican politicians
and the far-right media outlets have pumped
up all kinds of crazy stuff about me, about Hill-
ary, about Harry. They said I wasn’t born here.
They said climate change is a hoax. They said
that I was going to take everybody’s guns away.
They said that, when we were doing military
exercises that we've been doing——

Audience member. Forever.

The President. forever, suddenly, this
was a plot to impose martial law. This is what
they've been saying for years now. So people
have been hearing it, and they start thinking,
well, maybe this is true.

And so, if the world that they've been seeing
is that I'm powerful enough to cause hurri-
canes on my own and to steal everybody’s guns
in the middle of the night and impose martial
law, even though I can’t talk without a prompt-
er—/laughter]—then is it any wonder that they
end up nominating somebody like Donald
Trump?

And the fact is, is that there are a lot of poli-
ticians who knew better. There are a lot of
Senators who knew better. But they went
along with these stories because they figured,
you know what, this will help rile up the base,
it will give us an excuse to obstruct what we’re
trying to do, we won’t be able to appoint judg-




es, we'll gum up the works, we'll create grid-
lock, it will give us a political advantage.

So they just stood by and said nothing. And
their base began to actually believe this crazy
stuff. So Donald Trump did not start this.
Donald Trump didn’t start it. He just did what
he always did, which is slap his name on it, take
credit for it, and promote it. That’s what he
does.

And so now when suddenly it’s not working
and people are saying, wow, this guy is kind of
out of line, all of a sudden, these Republican
politicians who were okay with all this crazy
stuff up to a point, suddenly, they're all walking
away: “Oh, this is too much.”

So, when you finally get them on tape brag-
ging about actions that qualify as sexual assault
and his poll numbers go down, suddenly that’s
a deal breaker. Well, what took you so long?
What the heck? What took you so long? All
these years—all these years you've been idoliz-
ing Ronald Reagan, and suddenly, your Presi-
dential nominee is kissing up to Vladimir Pu-
tin, a former KGB officer. You've got a bro-
mance with him—that was okay. Youre a Re-
publican official that says you love the
Constitution, say that Harry and I are engaging
in unconstitutional behavior—power grabs, ex-
ecutive actions—but you then are okay with a
President who says he’d silence reporters; in a
debate, says he will jail his opponent without
due process; wants to deport whoever he
wants; apparently has not heard of the 1st, 5th,
and 14th Amendments. Why would you sup-
port him? Why didn’t you offer him your pock-
et Constitution, like Captain Khan’s father did,
if you care so much about the Constitution?

All these years you've said you stand for
family values. I'm sure that’s what Joe Heck
said, said he stood for family values. But why
didn’t you walk away months ago when you
heard your nominee for President, the guy you
were hoping could become President, call
women “pigs,” “dogs,” “slobs”; grades them not
on their character or their intelligence, but on
a scale of 1 to 10?

You don’t have to be a husband or a father to
stand up for women, for our daughters. You
don’t have to be—you don’t have to have a dis-
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ability to say it's wrong to mock somebody with
a disability. You don’t have to be a Muslim to
stand up for our fellow citizens who are just as
patriotic as we are. You don’t have to be a
Democrat to think there’s a problem with that.
You just have to be a decent human being. I
mean it.

And now the excuse they’re using for why
they should be elected is, “Well, maybe we did
support Trump, and now we're being kind of
quiet about it, but you should vote Republican
anyway because we’ll check Hillary’s power,
we’ll be a counterweight.” No, no, no. No,
all—listen, they have been in charge of Con-
gress now for the last 6 years basically. And
what have they gotten done?

Audience members. Nothing!

The President. How have they helped you?

Audience members. No way!

The President. When we tried to pass mini-
mum wage increases, they weren't for that.
They weren’t for immigration reform. They are
not willing to support early childhood educa-
tion initiatives. Haven’t built infrastructure.
We could be putting guys to work right now—
and gals back to work right now—got their
hard hats on, ready to do work building Ne-
vada, creating jobs all across this great State.
They haven’t done that. I've asked them. So a
vote for them is basically more gridlock. That’s
their argument. That’s not a good argument.

Audience members. No!

The President. On issue after issue, Cathe-
rine Cortez Masto is going to be on your side,
working for you.

Her opponent is going to have Koch broth-
ers on line one and Donald Trump on line two.
[Laughter] When Donald creates his TV sta-
tion, I'm sure Joe Heck will be up on there,
giving interviews. [Laughter]

Even after rescinding his endorsement of
Trump, he said, “T want to support him, I really
do.” Really? So how does that work? You’re for
him, but you're not for him. But you're kind of
for him. What the heck? [Laughter] You can’t
object to the things that Trump says and what
he stands for, where he starts undermining our
democracy by saying he may not even accept
the results of an election
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Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo
Audience members. Vote!

The President. And then say that you wish
you could stick with him. That’s not leadership,
that’s cynical.

Audience members. Yeah!

The President. That means you'll say any-
thing or be anybody just to get elected, de-
pending on what’s convenient at the time. And
that’s now what Nevada needs. And that’s not
what America needs. You need somebody who
stands for principles like Catherine Cortez
Masto. You need Members of Congress with
principles, like Jacky Rosen, like Ruben Ki-
huen.

And if you want that kind of representation,
then you've got to go to iwillvote.com. And
you've got to early vote. Because there’s only
one way to lose this election: if you fold your
hand and don’t vote. You've got the ace under-
neath, but if you don’t turn it over, you'll lose.
So you've got to vote.

Audience member. It’s my first time voting!

The President. Good! I'm proud of you.
First-time voter right here. We need some
more first-time voters. And we need some sec-
ond-time voters, third and fourth and fifth and
sixth-time voters. Do it big. Don’t leaven any
doubt. You don’t—we don’t want to leave any
doubt.

Donald Trump is already talking about how
the game is rigged. I've got to say: That means
he’s losing. You know, if you start making—if
you've ever played a basketball game and, like,
halfway in the middle of the game, suddenly,
somebody starts saying, the refs are making me
lose and I'm going to walk off the court—
[laughter]—that means you're losing. And by
the way, it means that you don’t have what it
takes to do this job, because there are a bunch
of times where the—it gets tough. There are a
lot of times where things don’t go your way,
and you've got to be able to just hang in
there—the way Harry has hung in there, the
way Hillary will hang in there. The way Cathe-
rine will hang in there.

And in terms of this whole rigging thing,
look, I mean, I don’t have to tell you this, but
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I'll just go ahead and tell you anyway. [Laugh-
ter] Your Governor is a Republican. You've got
Republican Governors in almost all the swing
States, like Florida, Ohio, North Carolina,
Georgia, Iowa. You've got Republican Gover-
nors in Texas and Arizona. In every polling
place, there are Democrats and Republicans
watching how the ballots are filled out and how
they're turned in. There are Republicans and
Democrats watching how they are counted. If
this is rigged, boy, it would be a really big con-
spiracy. [Laughter] And those folks—the Re-
publican Governor is not going to rig an elec-
tion for Hillary Clinton or rig an election for
Catherine. So forget the rigging talk.

You know what is going to win this election?
You are. We have made so much progress, de-
spite the forces of opposition and discrimina-
tion and the politics of backlash. We have
made progress. We haven’t gotten everything
done. We've got more work to do. There are
still folks out there who are struggling. We've
still got roads and airports to build. We've got
people to put back to work. We've got young
people who need more help going to college.
We've got early childhood education programs
to set up. We've got more clean energy to
build. We’ve got immigration laws that need to
be changed so we’re a nation of laws and a na-
tion of immigrants. We've got work to do to
bring together our outstanding law enforce-
ment officials with those who want to make
sure that our law enforcement is color blind.

We’ve got so much work to do. And so prog-
ress does not stop with my Presidency. It
doesn’t stop when Harry Reid retires. We're
just getting started. We're just getting started.
But we've got to make the right choice. Prog-
ress is on the ballot. Civility is on the ballot.
Tolerance is on the ballot. Justice is on the bal-
lot. Equality is on the ballot. Democracy is on
the ballot.

My name is not on the ballot

Audience members. No!

The President. That’s okay. That’s okay. But
if you want to give me and Michelle a good
sendoff, then I need you to join us. If you want
to give Harry Reid a good sendoff, we've got to
have a good turnout. I need you to work just as




hard for Catherine Cortez Masto and just as
hard for Hillary Clinton and just as hard for
Ruben and Jacky as you worked for us.

I need you to knock on doors. I need you to
make phone calls. I need you to talk to your
friends. I need you to vote early.

And if you do that, we will elect Catherine
Cortez Masto to be your next outstanding Sen-
ator. We will elect Hillary Clinton to be the
next President of the United States. We’ll show
our kids that we are still the greatest nation on
Earth! And we're just going to keep on getting
better because of you!

God bless you, Vegas! Thank you. God bless
the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:47 p.m. in the
gymnasium at Cheyenne High School. In his
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remarks, he referred to Cynthia Cortez Mus-
grove, sister of former Nevada Attorney Gen-
eral Catherine Cortez Masto; Charles G. Koch,
chief executive officer and chairman of the
board, and David H. Koch, executive vice pres-
ident, Koch Industries, Inc.; President Vladi-
mir Vladimirovich Putin of Russia; Khizr Khan,
father of Capt. Humayun Khan, USA, who was
killed in Iraq on June 8, 2004; New York Times
reporter Serge F. Kovaleski, who suffers from
arthrogryposis, which limits the functioning of
his joints; Gov. Brian E. Sandoval of Nevada;
Gov. Richard L. Scott of Florida; Gov. John R.
Kasich of Ohio; Gov. Patrick L. McCrory of
North Carolina; Gov. J. Nathan Deal of Geor-
gia; Gov. Terry E. Branstad of Iowa; Gov.
Gregory W. Abbott of Texas; and Gov. Douglas
A. Ducey of Arizona

Remarks at a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee F undraiser

in La Jolla, California
October 23, 2016

The President. Thank you. Don’t worry, I'll
do all the acknowledgements. The mike is not
working. I think they can all see me. If T can
see them, they can see me. [Laughter] Just set-
tle down. [Laughter] I know this is your house,
but T've got this. I've done this a few times be-
fore. [Laughter]

Let me begin by just saying thank you to
Christine. She is such a dear friend. She has
been there from the start when I was young
and green behind the ears and no gray hair.
[Laughter] She took me on as a project—
[laughter]—and despite me being a little rough
around the edges, she smoothed things out.
And T still remember with great fondness that
first event that we did here. At that time, we
were campaigning for other Members of the
Senate and trying to get—and Members of the
House, trying to boost our majorities there and
win back the majority in the Senate.

And she has just been not only a tireless
worker on behalf of progressive causes, but
just a dear, dear friend. So I'm very grateful to

her.

Speaking of tireless workers and dear
friends, T said this before publicly—she may
get tired of it, but I'm going to keep on saying
it—whatever success that I've had as President
of the United States, I owe in large part to the
extraordinary  skill, intelligence, acumen,
toughness, and loyalty of the former Speaker
and soon-to-be Speaker again of the House of
Representatives, Nancy Pelosi.

A couple of outstanding current members of
Congress that are here: first of all, Ben Ray Lu-
jan, who has taken on the tireless and thankless
job of being the chairman of the DCCC; and
one of your own from the great State of Cali-
fornia, Susie Davis is here; and Scott Peters.

And I like Christine’s prognostications. They
were right when it came to me, and I believe
that she is right when we say that we’re going
to have an outstanding attorney—veteran, 32
years in the Marine Corps, combat duty, some-
body who knows what it means to sacrifice on
behalf of the Nation, and somebody who is go-
ing to be an outstanding Member of Con-
gress—Doug Applegate.
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