
Oct. 21 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2016

1394

But it makes sense because this is the peo-
ple’s house, and it ought to reflect the amazing
diversity, and the imagination, and the incredi-
ble ingenuity that defines the American peo-
ple. And while much of the music that you will
hear this evening—gospel, R&B, rap—is root-
ed in the African American experience, it’s not
just Black music. This is an essential part of the
American experience. It’s a mirror to who we
are and a reminder of who we can be.

That’s what American music is all about.
And generations from now, I hope it’s the story
that the White House will continue to tell.

So, with that, I’m going to stop talking. Are
you ready to get started?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. If so, give it up for our first

performer, the amazing, the lovely Jill Scott!

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
7:50 p.m. on the South Lawn at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to musi-
cians Aretha Franklin, Patti LaBelle, William
“Smokey” Robinson, Stevie Wonder, and Ush-
er T. Raymond IV.

The President’s Weekly Address
October 22, 2016

Hi, everybody. I’m going to be honest with
you: One of the best parts of being President is
having your own really nice plane. And I’m go-
ing to miss it a lot, because up until I ran for
this office, I was mostly flying coach. So I know
what a pain the whole process can be, from
searching for the best prices to that feeling you
get when the baggage carousel stops and yours
still hasn’t come out.

Now, our airlines employ a lot of hard-work-
ing folks—from pilots and flight attendants to
ticket agents and baggage handlers—all who
take pride in getting us to our destinations safe-
ly, and on time. They do good work, and we’re
proud of them. But I think we all know that the
system can work a little better for everybody.

That’s why, over the last 8 years, my adminis-
tration has taken some commonsense steps to do
just that. We’ve put in place rules that virtually
eliminated excessive delays on the tarmac.
We’ve required airlines to grant travelers more
flexibility on cancellations, to provide refunds to
anyone who cancels within 24 hours of purchase,
and to give you better compensation if you got
bumped off your flight because it was oversold.

And this week, I was proud to build on that
progress with even more actions to save you
money, create more competition in the market-
place, and make sure that you’re getting what
you pay for. First, we’re proposing refunds for
anyone whose bag is delayed, because you
should not have to pay extra for a service you

don’t even receive. Second, we’re requiring air-
lines to report more information on things like
how likely it is that you’ll lose your luggage or
reach your destination on time. Third, we’re
providing more protections for travelers with
disabilities. And finally, we’re ramping up
transparency requirements for online ticket
platforms so sites can’t privilege one airline
over another without you knowing about it.

All of this should help you make better deci-
sions for yourselves and your families and,
hopefully, avoid a few headaches too. It’s an-
other example of how Government can be a
force of good: standing up for consumers, en-
suring businesses compete fairly to give you
the best services at the best prices, and making
sure everyday Americans have a voice in the
conversation, not just corporate shareholders.
That’s what this is all about: taking steps, some
big and some small, that can make your life a
little bit better.

Thanks, everybody. Have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:05 p.m. on October 21 in the Roos-
evelt Room at the White House for broadcast
on October 22. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
October 21, but was embargoed for release un-
til 6 a.m. on October 22. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.



Administration of Barack Obama, 2016 / Oct. 23

1395

Remarks to an Overflow Crowd at a Campaign Rally for Democratic
Presidential Nominee Hillary Rodham Clinton and Democratic Senatorial
Candidate Catherine Cortez Masto in North Las Vegas, Nevada
October 23, 2016

The President. Hello, Las Vegas! How is ev-
erybody doing? Good? So I’m sorry that it’s a
little crowded up in there. But I just wanted to
let you guys know how much I appreciate you.
I would not be President if it weren’t for all the
work that so many of you did back in 2008,
back in 2012.

But if we’re going to continue all the prog-
ress that we’ve made, then we are going to
have to make sure that we vote this time out.
So I need everybody here to not just vote your-
selves, but you’ve got to get your friends, your
neighbors, your cousins. If you’re not 18 and
you can’t vote, make sure your parents vote
and your cousins vote. Because that’s the only
way we’re going to be able to continue the
progress that we’ve made.

If you care about putting people back to
work, then you want Hillary Clinton as Presi-
dent of the United States. If you want to make
sure that immigration reform gets passed,
we’ve got to have Catherine Cortez Masto in
the United States Senate. If you want to make
sure that we continue to make progress on ed-

ucation and making college affordable, then
we’ve got to have more Democratic Members
of Congress in the House of Representatives.

So we’ve got 2 weeks. I need you to work as
hard as you can. You know the stakes. We can’t
afford the other guy.

Audience members. No!
The President. Can’t do that. I’d feel really

bad. [Laughter] So this is no joke. Do not take
anything for granted. I need you all to get out
there. If you do, then I know that we’re going
to continue to build on the progress we’ve
made the last 8 years and nobody is going to be
able to stop the United States of America from
making sure that every child in America is able
to fulfill its dreams.

I love you. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:33 p.m. in the
courtyard at Cheyenne High School. In his re-
marks, he referred to Republican Presidential
nominee Donald J. Trump. Audio was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Democratic Presidential Nominee Hillary
Rodham Clinton and Democratic Senatorial Candidate Catherine Cortez
Masto in North Las Vegas
October 23, 2016

The President. Hello, Nevada! Hello, Chey-
enne High School! Oh, it is good to be back in
Nevada! I heard the other guy was trying to tell
you how to say Nevada. You remember that?

Audience members. Yes!
Audience member. Four more years!
The President. Can’t do it. [Laughter] I am

so glad to be back here; I’ve got so many good
friends. I am so blessed to be here. I’m glad to
be back at this outstanding high school. Thank
you for hosting us. I’ve got some really, really
good friends here, folks who supported me
when nobody could pronounce my name.

[Laughter] But some of my friends everybody
here knows because they’ve been friends to ev-
erybody in Nevada. And so I want to just make
sure to give them a shout-out. First——

Audience member. I love you!
The President. I love you back.
But first and foremost, somebody who has

been not just an outstanding elected official,
but he has been my friend. I could not have
gotten done any of the things I got done had it
not been for him getting my back every step of
the way. I love this guy. He has always stood up
for Nevada first. He’s stood up for working
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