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a bipartisan way to do something about gun
safety.

Capt. Kelly. Yes, sir.
The President. And so, in addition to doing

cool stuff in space, they’re also helping us think
smartly about how to make our country better
on a day-to-day basis. So we’re so glad she’s do-
ing well. We want to thank both of them.

At some other time, if you haven’t already
heard, you should get some stories from Scott
about what it’s like after you’ve been in space
for almost a year, and then you come down and
you’re walking around. My understanding is
that his head got a little larger—[laughter].

Capt. Kelly. A lot larger.
The President. ——measurably so. And we

don’t just mean ego. [Laughter] But apparent-
ly, it’s back to normal size. I wanted to see him

right away, but folks thought it might be a little
scary. [Laughter]

So, all right? Thank you, guys.

Mark Twain Prize for American Humor Recipi-
ent Actor Bill Murray

Q. Mr. President. Did you meet with Bill
Murray?

The President. Absolutely. He was wearing a
Cubs jacket which, for a White Sox fan, is a lit-
tle troubling. [Laughter]

Thank you, guys. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Jacob Leggette, student,
Digital Harbor Foundation’s Mini Makers pro-
gram; and former Rep. Gabrielle D. Giffords.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to the Democratic Republic of the Congo
October 21, 2016

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to the situation in or in rela-
tion to the Democratic Republic of the Congo
declared in Executive Order 13413 of October
27, 2006, is to continue in effect beyond Octo-
ber 27, 2016.

The situation in or in relation to the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo, which has been

marked by widespread violence and atrocities
that continue to threaten regional stability,
continues to pose an unusual and extraordi-
nary threat to the foreign policy of the United
States. For this reason, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
13413 with respect to the situation in or in re-
lation to the Democratic Republic of the
Congo.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.
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Remarks at BET’s “Love and Happiness: A Musical Experience”
October 21, 2016

The President. Hello, hello, hello! Thank
you. Thank you so much. Everybody, have a
seat. Well, you can tell what kind of night this
is. That was not the usual ruffles and flourish-
es. [Laughter] That was not John Philip Sousa
right there. [Laughter] This must be a BET
event.

So hello, everybody!
Audience members. Hello!
The President. Welcome to the White House.
Audience member. We love you!
The President. I love you back. That’s why

we’re having this concert. [Laughter]
So, over the past 8 years, Michelle and I have

set aside nights like this to honor and celebrate
the music that has shaped America. We’ve had
classical. We’ve had country. We’ve had blues.
We’ve had Broadway, gospel, Motown, Latin,
and jazz. We’ve had Bob Dylan, and we’ve had
Jennifer Hudson; Gloria Estefan and Los Lo-
bos; Aretha, Patti, Smokey—it’s true. I’ve had
Paul McCartney singing “Michelle” to Mi-
chelle. [Laughter] And Stevie singing “Happy
Birthday.” We’ve had Buddy Guy and Mick
Jagger getting me to sing “Sweet Home Chica-
go” one night, a little off key. [Laughter]

So this has become one of our favorite tradi-
tions. And it’s with a little bit of bittersweet-
ness that this is our final musical evening as
President and First Lady.

Audience members. Aww!
The President. I know. [Laughter] It’s going

to be all right. [Laughter] Going to be all right.
And I want to thank BET for helping us out

tonight to throw a great party.
So this evening, instead of focusing on a par-

ticular theme or genre, we decided to just in-
vite some outstanding artists to help us cele-
brate. And I will be honest, this is one of the
perks of the job that we’ll miss most, along with
Air Force One. [Laughter] And Marine One.
[Laughter] But if you can just call up Usher
and say, “Hey, come on over to my house and
sing with us”—[laughter]—or call up Janelle
Monáe and say, “You know what, we need a lit-

tle extra something here, can you”—[laugh-
ter]—it doesn’t get any better than that.

Although I do want to make one thing clear.
This event may be called “Love and Happi-
ness,” but, much to, I know, your sadness or
regret, I will not be singing Al Green this eve-
ning. [Laughter] Won’t do it. [Laughter]

Now, it’s no secret that Michelle and I love
music, and we tried to share our passion with
the rest of the country. But it is important to
note we are not the first occupants of this
house to fill it with music. Ever since 1801,
when the U.S. Marine Band played the first re-
ception hosted by John and Abigail Adams, live
performances have always been a part of life at
the White House. And by the way, another
perk that I will really miss: our amazing Marine
Band. They are—[applause]. Not only can they
play anything, and I mean anything—I’ve seen
them play with Yo-Yo Ma and then jam with
B.B. King—but they’re also Active Duty. So
they are not just astounding musicians, but
they’re also protecting this country. And Mi-
chelle and I just love them. We cannot thank
them enough for their outstanding work.

Anyway, you might walk around the White
House and see the fancy chandeliers and the
paintings of George and Martha, and you may
think that the musical performances before we
got here were a little stuffy. Now, it’s true they
weren’t quite like our musical events. [Laughter]
But the truth is that throughout history, the White
House has celebrated the new and the innovative.
It’s even been a little edgy once in a while.

President Chester A. Arthur was ahead of his
time in inviting the all-Black Fisk Jubilee Sing-
ers, and their performance moved him to tears.
Teddy Roosevelt welcomed Scott Joplin, because
his daughter wanted to hear “that new jazz.” And
then guests of the Kennedys apparently did the
twist in the East Room, which may not sound
like a big deal to you, but that was sort of the
twerking of their time. [Laughter] It was bold.
[Laughter] There will also be no twerking to-
night—[laughter]—at least not by me. [Laugh-
ter] I don’t know about Usher. [Laughter]
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