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Letter to Congressional Leaders on the War Powers Resolution Report for

Yemen
October 14, 2016

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

On October 12, 2016, at my direction, U.S.
Armed Forces conducted missile strikes on ra-
dar facilities in Houthi-controlled territory in
Yemen. Initial assessments show that the radar
facilities were destroyed by the strikes.

I directed these strikes in response to anti-
ship cruise missile launches perpetrated by
Houthi insurgents that threatened U.S. Navy
warships in the international waters of the Red
Sea on October 9 and October 12. The target-
ed radar facilities were involved in the October
9 launches and other recent attacks. These lim-
ited and proportionate strikes were conducted
to protect our personnel and our ships and will
preserve our freedom of navigation in this im-
portant maritime passageway. The United
States stands ready to take action in self-de-

The President’s Weekly Address
October 15, 2016

Hi, everybody. On Thursday, I traveled to
Pittsburgh for the White House Frontiers
Conference, where some of America’s leading
minds came together to talk about how we can
empower our people through science to lead
our communities, our country, and our world
into tomorrow.

Plus, we had some fun. I had a chance to fly
a space flight simulator where I docked a cap-
sule on the International Space Station. I met a
young man who'd been paralyzed for more
than a decade, but thanks to breakthrough
brain implants, today, he can not only move a
prosthetic arm, but actually feel with the fin-
gers.

It’s awe-inspiring stuff. And it shows how in-
vesting in science and technology spurs our
country towards new jobs and new industries,
new discoveries that improve and save lives.
That’s always been our country’s story, from a
Founding Father with an idea to fly a kite in a
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fense, as necessary and appropriate, to address
further threats.

I directed these strikes pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign re-
lations and as Commander in Chief and Chief
Executive. I am providing this report as part of
my efforts to keep the Congress fully in-
formed, consistent with the War Powers Reso-
lution (Public Law 93-148). I appreciate the
support of the Congress in this action.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Orrin G. Hatch, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate.

thunderstorm, to the women who solved the
equations to take us into space, to the engi-
neers who brought us the Internet. Innovation
is in our DNA. And today, we need it more
than ever to solve the challenges we face. Only
through science can we cure diseases and save
the only planet we've got and ensure that
America keeps its competitive advantages as
the world’s most innovative economy.

And that’s why it’s so backward when some
folks choose to stick their heads in the sand
about basic scientific facts. It's not just that
they're saying that climate change is a hoax or
trotting out a snowball on the Senate floor. It’s
that they’re also doing everything they can to
gut funding for research and development, the
kinds of investments that brought us break-
throughs like GPS and MRIs and put Siri on
our smartphones.

That’s not who we are. Remember, 60 years
ago, when the Russians beat us into space, we
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