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Letter to Congressional Leaders on the War Powers Resolution Report for

Yemen
October 14, 2016

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

On October 12, 2016, at my direction, U.S.
Armed Forces conducted missile strikes on ra-
dar facilities in Houthi-controlled territory in
Yemen. Initial assessments show that the radar
facilities were destroyed by the strikes.

I directed these strikes in response to anti-
ship cruise missile launches perpetrated by
Houthi insurgents that threatened U.S. Navy
warships in the international waters of the Red
Sea on October 9 and October 12. The target-
ed radar facilities were involved in the October
9 launches and other recent attacks. These lim-
ited and proportionate strikes were conducted
to protect our personnel and our ships and will
preserve our freedom of navigation in this im-
portant maritime passageway. The United
States stands ready to take action in self-de-

The President’s Weekly Address
October 15, 2016

Hi, everybody. On Thursday, I traveled to
Pittsburgh for the White House Frontiers
Conference, where some of America’s leading
minds came together to talk about how we can
empower our people through science to lead
our communities, our country, and our world
into tomorrow.

Plus, we had some fun. I had a chance to fly
a space flight simulator where I docked a cap-
sule on the International Space Station. I met a
young man who'd been paralyzed for more
than a decade, but thanks to breakthrough
brain implants, today, he can not only move a
prosthetic arm, but actually feel with the fin-
gers.

It’s awe-inspiring stuff. And it shows how in-
vesting in science and technology spurs our
country towards new jobs and new industries,
new discoveries that improve and save lives.
That’s always been our country’s story, from a
Founding Father with an idea to fly a kite in a
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fense, as necessary and appropriate, to address
further threats.

I directed these strikes pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign re-
lations and as Commander in Chief and Chief
Executive. I am providing this report as part of
my efforts to keep the Congress fully in-
formed, consistent with the War Powers Reso-
lution (Public Law 93-148). I appreciate the
support of the Congress in this action.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Orrin G. Hatch, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate.

thunderstorm, to the women who solved the
equations to take us into space, to the engi-
neers who brought us the Internet. Innovation
is in our DNA. And today, we need it more
than ever to solve the challenges we face. Only
through science can we cure diseases and save
the only planet we've got and ensure that
America keeps its competitive advantages as
the world’s most innovative economy.

And that’s why it’s so backward when some
folks choose to stick their heads in the sand
about basic scientific facts. It's not just that
they're saying that climate change is a hoax or
trotting out a snowball on the Senate floor. It’s
that they’re also doing everything they can to
gut funding for research and development, the
kinds of investments that brought us break-
throughs like GPS and MRIs and put Siri on
our smartphones.

That’s not who we are. Remember, 60 years
ago, when the Russians beat us into space, we



didn’t deny Sputnik was up there. We didn’t
haggle over the facts or shrink our R&D bud-
get. No, we built a space program almost over-
night and beat them to the Moon. And then we
kept going, becoming the first country to take
an up-close look at every planet in the solar
system too. That’s who we are.

And that's why, in my first Inaugural Ad-
dress, I vowed to return science to its rightful
place. It's why in our first few months, we
made the largest single investment in basic re-
search in our history. And it’s why, over the last
8 years, we've modernized the Government’s
approach to innovation for the 21st century.
We've jump-started a clean energy revolution
and unleashed the potential of precision medi-
cine. We've partnered with the private sector
and academia and launched moonshots for
cancer, brain research, and solar energy. We've
harnessed big data to foster social innovation
and invested in STEM education and comput-
er science so that every young person—no
matter where they come from or what they
look like—can reach their potential and help
us win the future.
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That's what this is about: making sure that
America is the nation that leads the world into
the next frontier. And that’'s why I've been so
committed to science and innovation, because
I'll always believe that with the right invest-
ments and the brilliance and ingenuity of the
American people, there’s nothing we cannot do.

Thanks, everybody, and have a great week-
end.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 11:05 a.m. on October 13 in the Roos-
evelt Room at the White House for broadcast
on October 15. In the address, the President
referred to Dunbar, PA, resident Nathan Cope-
land, a patient at the University of Pittsburgh
Medical Center in Pittsburgh, PA; and Chris-
tine Darden, Margery Hannah, and Katherine
G. Johnson, mathematicians and former em-
ployees, NASA’s Langley Research Center in
Hampton, VA. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on Oc-
tober 14, but was embargoed for release until 6
am. on October 15. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Statement on the Montreal Protocol on Substances That Deplete the Ozone

Layer
October 15, 2016

For several years, the United States has
worked tirelessly to find a global solution to
phasing down the production and consumption
of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs). This super pol-
luting greenhouse gas, used in air conditioners
and refrigeration, can be hundreds to thou-
sands of times more potent than carbon diox-
ide, and represents a rapidly growing threat to
the health of our planet.

Today in Kigali, Rwanda, nearly 200 countries
adopted an ambitious and far reaching solution
to this looming crisis. Through the Montreal Pro-
tocol, a proven forum for solving environmental
challenges like protecting the ozone layer, the
world community has agreed to phase down the
production and consumption of HFCs and avoid
up to 0.5 degrees Celsius of warming by the end
of the century, making a significant contribution

towards achieving the goals we set in Paris. The
plan provides financing to countries in need so
that new air conditioning and refrigeration tech-
nology can be available for their citizens. It
shows that we can take action to protect our
planet in a way that helps all countries improve
the lives and livelihoods of their citizens.

Today’s agreement caps off a critical 10 days
in our global efforts to combat climate change.
In addition to today’s amendment, countries
last week crossed the threshold for the Paris
Agreement to enter into force and reached a
deal to constrain international aviation emis-
sions. Together, these steps show that, while
diplomacy is never easy, we can work together
to leave our children a planet that is safer,
more prosperous, more secure, and more free
than the one that was left for us.
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