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staff will convene regular IPC and Deputies
Committee meetings as necessary to monitor
implementation and resolve obstacles to prog-
ress. The following departments and agencies
will designate senior individuals responsible
for managing policy implementation in their
agency: State, the Treasury, Commerce, DOD
(Office of the Secretary of Defense and Joint
Staff), DHS, DOJ, USDA, HHS, DOT,
USUN, the Office of the United States Trade
Representative, USAID, SBA, and DNL
4. Previous Guidance
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Executive Order 13276, Delegation of Re-
sponsibilities  Concerning ~ Undocumented
Aliens Interdicted or Intercepted in the Carib-
bean Region, dated November 15, 2002, and
Executive Order 12807, Interdiction of Illegal
Aliens, dated May 24, 1992, remain in effect.

BARACK OBAMA
NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also

released a Spanish language version of this di-
rective.

Statement on Signing the Alyce Spotted Bear and Walter Soboleff Commission

on Native Children Act
October 14, 2016

Today I am pleased to sign into law S. 246,
the “Alyce Spotted Bear and Walter Soboleff
Commission on Native Children Act,” which
will create the Alyce Spotted Bear and Walter
Soboleff Commission on Native Children. The
Commission is tasked with the important work
of undertaking a comprehensive study of Fed-
eral, State, local, and tribal programs that serve
Native children, and making recommendations
on how those programs could be improved.
Over the past 8 years, my Administration has
been committed to working closely with tribes
to strengthen our nation-to-nation relation-
ships and to forge a brighter future for all our
children. During my own visits to Indian
Country, I have been inspired by the talent
and enthusiasm of young people who want
nothing more than to make a positive differ-
ence in their communities. From the Indian
Child Welfare Act to working to return control
of Indian education to tribal nations, I am
proud of the progress we have made over the
past 8 years. I applaud the Congress, and in
particular Senator Heitkamp, for the efforts
that made this new law possible.

The bill provides for a Commission consist-
ing of three individuals appointed by the Presi-
dent and eight individuals appointed by con-

gressional leaders, and would place this Com-
mission in a specific office within the Depart-
ment of Justice. While I welcome the creation
of this Commission, it cannot be located in the
executive branch consistent with the separa-
tion of powers because it includes legislative
branch appointees (who here are empowered
to direct other executive branch agencies to
provide additional resources to the Commis-
sion). I am therefore instructing the Attorney
General to treat the Commission as an inde-
pendent entity, separate from the executive
branch.

Upon signing the bill my Administration will
begin seeking appointments for the Commis-
sion from the Congress so we can implement
this legislation as soon as possible. I look for-
ward to seeing the Commission’s work in the
years to come—work that will help ensure all
our young people can reach their full potential.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
October 14, 2016.

NOTE: S. 246, approved October 14, was as-
signed Public Law No. 114-244.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on the War Powers Resolution Report for

Yemen
October 14, 2016

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

On October 12, 2016, at my direction, U.S.
Armed Forces conducted missile strikes on ra-
dar facilities in Houthi-controlled territory in
Yemen. Initial assessments show that the radar
facilities were destroyed by the strikes.

I directed these strikes in response to anti-
ship cruise missile launches perpetrated by
Houthi insurgents that threatened U.S. Navy
warships in the international waters of the Red
Sea on October 9 and October 12. The target-
ed radar facilities were involved in the October
9 launches and other recent attacks. These lim-
ited and proportionate strikes were conducted
to protect our personnel and our ships and will
preserve our freedom of navigation in this im-
portant maritime passageway. The United
States stands ready to take action in self-de-

The President’s Weekly Address
October 15, 2016

Hi, everybody. On Thursday, I traveled to
Pittsburgh for the White House Frontiers
Conference, where some of America’s leading
minds came together to talk about how we can
empower our people through science to lead
our communities, our country, and our world
into tomorrow.

Plus, we had some fun. I had a chance to fly
a space flight simulator where I docked a cap-
sule on the International Space Station. I met a
young man who'd been paralyzed for more
than a decade, but thanks to breakthrough
brain implants, today, he can not only move a
prosthetic arm, but actually feel with the fin-
gers.

It’s awe-inspiring stuff. And it shows how in-
vesting in science and technology spurs our
country towards new jobs and new industries,
new discoveries that improve and save lives.
That’s always been our country’s story, from a
Founding Father with an idea to fly a kite in a
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fense, as necessary and appropriate, to address
further threats.

I directed these strikes pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign re-
lations and as Commander in Chief and Chief
Executive. I am providing this report as part of
my efforts to keep the Congress fully in-
formed, consistent with the War Powers Reso-
lution (Public Law 93-148). I appreciate the
support of the Congress in this action.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Orrin G. Hatch, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate.

thunderstorm, to the women who solved the
equations to take us into space, to the engi-
neers who brought us the Internet. Innovation
is in our DNA. And today, we need it more
than ever to solve the challenges we face. Only
through science can we cure diseases and save
the only planet we've got and ensure that
America keeps its competitive advantages as
the world’s most innovative economy.

And that’s why it’s so backward when some
folks choose to stick their heads in the sand
about basic scientific facts. It's not just that
they're saying that climate change is a hoax or
trotting out a snowball on the Senate floor. It’s
that they’re also doing everything they can to
gut funding for research and development, the
kinds of investments that brought us break-
throughs like GPS and MRIs and put Siri on
our smartphones.

That’s not who we are. Remember, 60 years
ago, when the Russians beat us into space, we
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