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We have to reflect our best selves. And that
means even during political campaigns. We’ve
got to show our kids the values that we want to
pass on to them.

And you know what, the Democratic Party is
not perfect. I can say that even in a Democrat-
ic Party dinner. [Laughter] We have our own
blind spots, and we have our own disagree-
ments. We have interest groups that often-
times are understandably thinking about their
narrow slice of the issue. And sometimes, we
contribute to, sort of, the lack of civility in our
politics. And we don’t always check ourselves.
There are times where we’re not consistent in
what we expect from our own leadership ver-
sus others, that—times where we ignore incon-
venient truths ourselves.

But what I’m really proud about, what I con-
tinue to fundamentally believe is that, at its
core, the Democratic Party believes that every-
body counts. The Democratic Party believes in
ordinary working people being able, if they’re
working hard, to get ahead. The Democratic
Party believes that we’ve got to leave a country
and a planet that’s better than the one we in-
herited for the next generation. The Demo-
cratic Party believes that everybody has dignity
and everybody has respect and everybody is
worthy of consideration. And the Democratic
Party believes that we’re all in this together.

And that’s what we have to show for the next
little less than 30 days. That’s what we have to
fight for. This isn’t just about winning elec-
tions. It’s also about affirming this democracy
and affirming the basic idea that people who
love their country can change it; that the most
important office in this country is the office of
citizen; that ordinary people, when they get to-
gether, can transform this Nation and can solve

any problem and can overcome any obstacle
and can heal any division.

If you believe that, if you don’t just go
through the motions this time, but if you really
dig deep and think about what’s best in us and
what are we fighting for and how do we give
expression to that—if you believe that—I guar-
antee you we will not just elect Ted Strickland
as the next Senator from Ohio, we will not just
elect Hillary Clinton to be the next President
of the United States, but we will secure a
brighter future for the greatest nation on
Earth.

And I’m going to be right there with you as a
citizen of these United States. I’m going to
work hard, and I’m going to organize, and I’m
going to mobilize, and I’m going to make some
phone calls, and I’m going to knock on some
doors! And I want you along there with me.
Because we’ve got to keep this thing going. Be-
cause the journey is not done yet. Because I’m
still fired up and I’m still ready to go!

Thank you, Ohio! God bless you. God bless
the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:59 p.m. in the
Battelle Grand ballroom at the Greater Co-
lumbus Convention Center. In his remarks, he
referred to Sen. Robert J. Portman; Supreme
Court Associate Justice–designate Merrick B.
Garland; Republican Vice Presidential nomi-
nee Gov. Michael R. Pence of Indiana; Sen. R.
Edward “Ted” Cruz and Gov. Gregory W. Ab-
bott of Texas; radio show host Rush H. Lim-
baugh III; and President Vladimir Vladimirov-
ich Putin of Russia. He also referred to the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) ter-
rorist organization.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Democratic Presidential Nominee Hillary
Rodham Clinton in Cleveland, Ohio
October 14, 2016

The President. Hello, Ohio! Thank you!
Thank you so much. Hello, Cleveland! Well,
the——

Audience member. I love you, Barack!

The President. I love you back. I do. I do.
The head of the airport here pointed out

that in 2012, one of our last rallies was right
here. Some of you might have been there. But
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I’ve got to say, it was an amazing rally, and ev-
erybody was so enthusiastic, and it was a beau-
tiful——

Audience member. Still are!
The President. Still fired up! But the one

thing I’ve got to say, though, is, since I’ve been
in Cleveland, this time it seems like there’s an
extra pep in your step. I don’t know what hap-
pened exactly. I don’t know whether I’m—did
something happen here in Cleveland? Did
LeBron have something to do with it? All right,
well, congratulations, everybody.

Can everybody please give Jackie a big
round of applause, not just for the introduc-
tion, but for her service to our country? We’ve
got some outstanding Members of Congress
who are here. Marcia Fudge is in the house.
Marcy Kaptur is here. Your outstanding mayor,
Frank Jackson, is here. And although he’s cam-
paigning elsewhere in the State, I want to
make sure we give a shout out to your former
Governor and the next United States Senator
from Ohio, Ted Strickland. Well——

Audience members. We love you!
The President. I know. I love you back but—

thank you, guys. Thank you.
So this will probably be one of the last times

that I visit Cleveland as your President.
Audience members. No!
The President. No, no, I’m going to come

back to Cleveland, we’ll just have—I’ll go to a
game. But no, understand, Michelle and I, our
lease was only 8 years. So now we’re making
sure we didn’t break any china, making sure Bo
and Sunny haven’t ruined too many carpets.
[Laughter] We wanted to get our security de-
posit back. [Laughter] But we are so grateful,
so blessed, to have had all your support over
these years. And it’s been a great privilege.

And I remember when we were campaign-
ing here on that closing day. And we were in
the midst of two long wars, putting an enor-
mous burden on our military families. We were
in the early days of what would turn out to be
the worst economic crisis of our lifetimes. You
had all kinds of challenges, from health care to
climate change, where we weren’t even pre-
tending to do something about it. We were just
kicking the can down the road.

And I told you then, 8 years ago, that I
wasn’t a perfect person and I wasn’t going to
be a perfect President, but what I guaranteed
you was that I would work every single day as
hard as I could to make sure that working fam-
ilies all across this country got a better deal.
And you gave me the honor of serving you, and
8 years later, we have fought our way back
from recession. We have helped our auto in-
dustry set new records. Our businesses have
turned job losses into 15 million new jobs.
We’ve slashed our dependence on foreign oil.

[At this point, there was a disruption in the au-
dience.]

Hold on a second, young man. Don’t be in-
terrupting everybody. Come on. Come on, sir.
Come on. Everybody is going—come on, ev-
erybody. Let’s do our little chant. Hillary! Hill-
ary! Hillary!

Audience members. Hillary! Hillary! Hillary!
The President. All right, I think we’re okay

now. I notice this has been happening every-
where, and I keep on telling folks you’ve got to
organize your own rallies. [Laughter] Don’t—
if you’re confident about the other guy, just go
to his rallies. I feel confident about my candi-
date. That’s why I’m at this rally. So you don’t
have to spend time over here. Go knock on
some doors for your guy. That’s a better way
for you to spend your time. [Laughter] Unless
you’re just being paid to be here, in which
case, hey, you know, everybody’s got to make a
living. [Laughter]

Where was I? [Laughter] So, 8 years ago, we
were in tough situations. But because of your
resilience, because of your faith in each other,
in this country, we have slashed our unemploy-
ment rate in half. Incomes are rising again. In
fact, incomes went up last year by the largest
amount that has ever been measured. Poverty
is falling. In fact, last year, poverty went down
faster than any time since 1968. Twenty mil-
lion people have health insurance who didn’t
have it before. The uninsured rate is now at an
alltime low.

We brought more of our brave troops home
to their families. We delivered justice to Usa-
ma bin Laden. Marriage equality is a reality in
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all 50 States. By almost every measure, our
economy is better than it was when we came
into office. And that’s not just true across the
country, it’s true right here in Ohio.

You just look at the auto industry that was
flat on its back when we came into office and
now is selling the best cars in the world and is
doing as well or better than ever before. And
that means there are hundreds of thousands of
folks here in Ohio that have benefited.

So we’ve been busy. But I’m here to tell
you——

Audience member. Tell us!
The President. I’m here—you want me to

tell you? [Laughter] I’m here to tell you that all
that progress goes out the window if we don’t
make the right choice right now. And it
shouldn’t be a complicated choice, because it’s
a choice between somebody who is as qualified
as anybody who has ever run for this office and
somebody who has proven himself unfit to lead
or represent this country that we love.

And I’ve said this before: Democrats and Re-
publicans have always had their differences,
and that’s a good thing. That’s how democracy
is supposed to work. And when I was running
against John McCain, when I was running
against Mitt Romney, we had serious disagree-
ments and debates about economic policy and
foreign policy and social policy. And those elec-
tions were close. And I thought I had the better
argument and I’d be the better President. But I
could have seen either one of them serving
honorably, not embarrassing us on the world
stage. They would have engaged in legitimate
debates and normal democratic processes.

But that’s not the case with today’s Republi-
can nominee. He doesn’t have the tempera-
ment. He doesn’t have the knowledge. He
doesn’t seem to have the interest in acquiring
the knowledge or the basic honesty that a Pres-
ident needs to have. And that was true before
we heard him——

Audience member. That’s right, sir!
The President. ——talking about how he

treats women. And it was——
Audience members. Boo!
The President. Don’t boo. What do I say?
Audience members. Vote!

The President. Don’t boo, vote.
And by the way, that was true when he talk-

ed about how Muslims are unpatriotic or when
he talked about how Mexicans were rapists or
when he made fun of somebody who was dis-
abled. Or he talked about our veterans and our
troops and our Gold Star mom.

You know, you don’t have to be a husband or
a father to know that that kind of language,
those kinds of thoughts, those kinds of ac-
tions—— 

Audience member. Unacceptable!
The President. ——are unacceptable. They’re

not right. You just have to be a decent human
being. 

And for those of you who didn’t have a
chance to hear Michelle yesterday talk about
what it meant to her, I could not be prouder of
her. I said yesterday that this is why I married
her, to improve my gene pool to—[laughter]—
so my daughters would be smarter than me.
But she was sticking up. Yes, she was sticking
up for women. Yes, she was thinking about the
lessons we’re teaching the next generation. She
was also talking on behalf of men who know
we’re better than this or who don’t want to
teach our sons the kind of things that we’ve
been hearing on television; that believe that
one of the measures of any society is how does
it treat its women, how does it treat its girls?
Are you treating them with respect and dignity
and equality? And if you believe that we are
better than what we’ve been hearing, the good
news is, as she pointed out yesterday, there’s
something we can do about it. Right here in
Ohio, a battleground State. Ohio is always
close.

And so you can go vote early right now. Ear-
ly voting started on Wednesday. And I know
everybody here is early voting, because other-
wise, you wouldn’t be here. If you stood in line
to get in this rally, then you’ve got enough
sense to go early vote. But for those of you who
are—may not be here, and you don’t even
know if you’re registered, you need to go to
iwillvote.com/locate, and you can find the early
vote site nearest you. Or you can request a
mail-in ballot.
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I’m going to repeat that website: iwill-
vote.com/locate. This is not an infomercial.
[Laughter] This is an opportunity for you to ex-
ercise your——

Audience member. Right to vote!
The President. ——your right to vote, your

civic responsibility, the essence of citizenship.
And you don’t need to wait until election day. 

You have a chance to reject a dark and pessi-
mistic vision of a country where we turn
against each other, where we turn away from
our role in the world. You can reject a politics
of fear and resentment and blame and anger
and hate. You can choose the America we
know ourselves to be, a country full of courage
and optimism, a country full of generosity and
ingenuity.

We’ve got real challenges still. When I ran 8
years ago, I said we’re not going to solve every-
thing in one Presidency. We’ve got real chal-
lenges. There are folks out there who are still
struggling to pay the bills. There are students
who are still trying to figure out how to pay off
student loan debt. There are parents who are
still concerned about caring for a sick child or
worried about whether they’re going to be able
to keep their home. Everybody is worried
about political gridlock. All across the country,
people are concerned about the possibilities of
increased racial division. There are pockets of
Ohio and pockets of America, despite the
progress we’ve made, that haven’t recovered
from factory closures. There are young people
who are worried about whether they’re going
to have the same opportunities that we’ve had.

But I will tell you this: I’ve traveled all 50
States. I have talked to hundreds of thousands
of people. And what I’ve seen more than any-
thing else is everything that’s good about
America, everything that’s right about Ameri-
ca. I see people working hard. I see people
starting businesses. I see teachers teaching
kids, taking money out of their own pockets to
make sure they’ve got school supplies. I’ve
seen doctors who are out there serving the in-
digent and the poor, making sure they’ve got
health care. I have seen our men and women
in uniform serving to make sure we are safe.
I’ve seen police officers and law enforcement

and first responders who run into danger in-
stead of run away from it.

I’ve seen young activists who call on us to
live up to our highest ideals. I see a young gen-
eration that is full of energy and ideas and is
not going to be held back by what is right now,
but is going to seize what ought to be. And I
see, most of all, Americans of every party,
background, every faith who believe that we
are stronger together—young, old, Black,
White, Latino, Asian, Native American, folks
with disabilities—all of us pledging allegiance
to that same proud flag. That is the America
that I know.

And there’s only one candidate in this race
who’s devoted her life to that vision of a better
America and that is the next President of the
United States, Hillary Clinton.

Now, her opponent has made it pretty clear
he’s just going to drag this election as low as it
can possibly go. And he figures that if he makes
our politics just toxic, then maybe you’ll just
figure out, you’ve got no good choices and you
just get discouraged and you just don’t vote.

Audience member. He’s wrong!
The President. But don’t fall for it.
Audience members. No!
The President. Because I’m telling you right

now, Hillary is one of the smartest, toughest,
best prepared, most experienced persons ever
to run for this job. You know, there’s nothing
that completely prepares you for what it’s like
to manage a global crisis or send a young per-
son to war. But Hillary has been in the room
when those decisions were made. She’s been a
First Lady. She has been a Senator. She has
been my Secretary of State. And in each and
every job she has worked tirelessly and dili-
gently, and she’s listened to the American peo-
ple.

She’s done her homework. She has per-
formed. She knows what the decisions that a
President makes mean concretely for a soldier
or a veteran, for a kid who needs a great educa-
tion, for a worker who is still looking for a good
job or a raise or a decent retirement. Even in
the middle of crisis, she keeps her cool, and
she pays everybody the proper respect. And
most importantly, no matter how tough the
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odds, no matter how much people try to knock
her down, she doesn’t point fingers or whine.
She doesn’t talk about how everything is
rigged. She just works harder and gets the job
done and never, ever quits. She doesn’t quit,
and she doesn’t make excuses. And by the way,
isn’t that what you want from a President?

You know, I notice, her opponent—— 
Audience member. He’s a crybaby! [Laughter]
The President. He seems to be in the middle

of the game, making excuses all the time for
why he might be losing. [Laughter] And it’s al-
ways interesting to me to see folks who talk
tough, but then don’t act tough. Because if
you’re tough, you don’t make excuses. You
don’t start complaining about the refs before
the game is even done. You just play the game,
right?

That’s what Hillary Clinton is doing. She’s
out there playing the game. She’s just in the
arena for you, fighting every single day to make
sure that everybody gets a fair shake. That’s
what she’s doing. There is not a person out
there who has been more qualified to serve as
our President. That includes me, and that in-
cludes Bill. [Laughter]

And she’s going to be great at it. She’s got
real plans to address the things she’s heard
from you: specific ideas to invest in new jobs;
specific ideas to help workers share in their
company’s profits; specific ideas to make sure
that fewer jobs move overseas, to make sure
that jobs come back in places that have been
abandoned, to invest in our people, to put kids
in preschool, to put students through college
without taking on a ton of debt. 

You know, her opponent’s maybe getting
headlines this week for picking fights with ev-
erybody in his own party, threatening to sue
the press for stories he doesn’t like. Mean-
while, you know what Hillary is doing? She’s
been talking about what we need to do to fight
climate change. She put forward a child tax
credit that would help millions of families. She
wasn’t complaining or whining or fighting, she
was just doing the work. And that’s what you
want from a President: somebody who is going
to sit there and do the work for you. Her oppo-
nent, he doesn’t make very specific plans.

Audience member. No plans! No plans!
The President. If you asked his opponents

right now—if you asked his supporters right
now, it would be really hard for them to de-
scribe what exactly they were going to do. He
says he’s great at making deals. But as I point-
ed out, I don’t know a lot of people who oper-
ate a casino and manage to lose almost a billion
dollars in 1 year. [Laughter] Usually, the house
wins. You know that saying “the house always
wins”? [Laughter] Unless he owns the house;
then, it loses a billion dollars. [Laughter]

I don’t know a lot of successful businesspeo-
ple who just use that failure of losing a billion
dollars to then avoid paying Federal income tax-
es. He says it makes him smart. [Laughter] All it
does is, it means he’s not doing what all of us as
citizens should be doing, which is giving back to
our troops and our veterans, and our roads and
our schools and making sure that America con-
tinues to be the greatest nation on Earth. That’s
part of citizenship. Not trying to weasel out of
your responsibilities. That’s not smart. And then
you want to lead the country? What is that?
You’re going to teach everybody how to avoid
doing their responsibilities? [Laughter]

He rooted for a housing crisis because he
said it might help his real estate situation. He
says, “That’s called business.” Filed for bank-
ruptcy six times, and then, that allowed him to
stiff small businesses and their workers that
had already done work for him and that he
owed money. When your concern isn’t the
family that’s worried about foreclosure or the
small business that is just trying to make ends
meet, you’d rather make a buck off their
dreams, but not being honest on the other side
of your deal, then you can’t claim to lead this
country. You’re not fit to be President of the
United States.

And I have to say—because he’s getting
some support from some working folks. And I
want to say to them, look, if a guy spent 70
years on this Earth showing no regard for
working people—there’s no record that he’s
supported minimum wage or supported collec-
tive bargaining or invested in poor communi-
ties—and then suddenly, he’s going to be the
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champion of working people? Come on. Come
on, man. [Laughter]

Apparently, in a speech yesterday, he started
talking about global elites, that there was a
conspiracy of global elites. This is a guy who
spent all his time hanging around trying to con-
vince everybody he was a global elite. [Laugh-
ter] Talking about how great his buildings are
and how luxurious. And how rich he is and fly-
ing around everywhere. All he had time for was
celebrities. And now suddenly, he’s acting like
he’s a populist out there: “Man, I’m going to
fight for working people.” Come on, man.
[Laughter]

You want to know what somebody is going
to do, look what they’ve been doing their
whole lives. And if you want a leader who actu-
ally values hard work and respects working
Americans, if you want higher wages and bet-
ter benefits and a fair Tax Code and equal pay
for women and stronger regulations on Wall
Street, then you should vote for Hillary Clin-
ton!

If you want to know who is going to keep
you safe in a dangerous world, the choice is
even clearer. Hillary is going to make sure we
finish the job of defeating ISIL, and she won’t
have to resort to torture or ban entire religions
from our country. And she’s got the knowledge
and the experience and the temperament to be
the next Commander in Chief.

You can’t have a guy who’s insulted POWs
and attacks a Gold Star mom and has called
our troops and veterans weak and cozies up to
dictators and tells our allies we might not stand
by their side unless they pay up first. He may
be up at 3 a.m. in the morning, but it’s because
he’s tweeting insults to somebody who got un-
der his skin. [Laughter] That’s not the kind of
President you want. Not fit to be Commander
in Chief and not fit to lead the world’s greatest
democracy.

And by the way, this is somebody who
threatens to jail his political opponents or si-
lence the media, who welcomes Russian med-
dling in our electoral process and is now sug-
gesting that if the election doesn’t go his way,
it’s not because all the stuff he said——

Audience member. It’s somebody else’s fault!

The President. ——but because it’s rigged
and it’s a fraud. Some nations do operate that
way. And they’re tyrannies. And they’re op-
pressive. They’re not the world’s greatest de-
mocracy. We have fought against those kinds
of things. We—around the world, we talk to
other countries. We say, no, in a democracy
you can’t just threaten to jail your opponents.
There are things called due process. No, in a
democracy, you can’t just ban reporters or
press that you don’t like, because there’s this
thing called the First Amendment. No, in a de-
mocracy, you have a contest, but if you lose,
then you say congratulations, and you move on,
because the country and our system of govern-
ment is bigger than any single individual.

That’s what we do. The United States of
America has always stood for something better.
Which by the way—I said this last night; I’ve
just got to go back to this again—it’s part of
why I’m disturbed about Republican elected
officials who know better, but are still support-
ing this guy. I said that, in part, what’s hap-
pened here is, over the last 8 years, Republican
officials who know better, some of whom I talk
to—they’re sane people. They’re normal folks,
but what they’ve done is, they have allowed a
lot of crazy talk to just be pumped out again
and again through all kinds of these media out-
lets. Conspiracy theories—I was born outside
this country, and Hillary and I started ISIL—
[laughter]—and we’re going to impose martial
law, and we’re trying to take everybody’s guns
away, and crazier stuff than that.

And a lot of Republican elected officials
have just stood by. A lot of House Members, a
lot of Senators, they stood by, and they didn’t
say anything because it was a way to rile up
their base, and it was a way to mount opposi-
tion to whatever we were trying to do. And
over time, because a lot of the hardcore Re-
publican partisan voters were just hearing this
stuff over and over again, they started to be-
lieve it. And that’s what allowed Donald
Trump suddenly to emerge. Donald Trump
didn’t build all this crazy conspiracy stuff.

And some Republicans who knew better
stood by silently, and even during the course of
this campaign, didn’t say anything. I mean, I
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know that some of them now are walking away.
But why did it take you this long? You said
you’re the party of family values. What, you
weren’t appalled earlier when he was saying
degrading things about women? When he was
judging them based on a score of are they a
two or a ten? That wasn’t enough for you?
You’re walking away from him now. You—it
wasn’t disturbing enough for you when he was
saying Mexicans who come here are rapists or
suggesting that people—patriotic Americans of
the Islamic faith—are somehow are suspect
and should be treated differently? That wasn’t
enough?

I’m glad that some of them now say: “Wow,
this is really bad. I guess we need to walk
away.” But if you’re doing it just for political
expedience, just because you’re looking at poll
numbers, and you say, “Oh, this might get me
in trouble”—that’s not enough.

If you say you’re about family values, you’ve
got to be about family values all the way
through. If you spent all these years extolling
Reagan and how tough he was with the Rus-
sians, how is it that you suddenly stand silently
when you nominate a guy who says his—a guy
he admires is the former head of the KGB? If
you say that you’re about the Constitution and
you’re opposed to what Obama is doing with
executive actions because that shows you’re—
he’s a tyrant, but you’re okay with a guy who
says to his opponent in the middle of the de-
bate, I’m going to throw you in jail.

Audience members. Crazy!
The President. How does that work? [Laughter] 
Audience member. It doesn’t!
The President. It doesn’t work.
And that’s why I want everybody to under-

stand what’s at stake here. You know, one of
the things I’ve learned these past 8 years is that
progress is hard, but you’ve got to battle it out.
And even when you have victories, like the Af-
fordable Care Act, it’s not always perfect, and
you’ve got to work to make it better. And you
take two steps forward on something like cli-
mate change, there are going to be folks who
try and push you back. And the special inter-
ests are strong, and it is true that the country is

so often divided along party lines, and it’s very
hard to get folks to compromise.

And Hillary understands all that. But what
she also knows is that if you stay at it and you
work hard, good things can happen. She knows
that in a democracy as big and diverse as this,
we can’t demonize each other. We can’t just
refuse to compromise. Even when we’re right,
we’ve got to work with other folks. She knows
that you’ve got to listen to each other and see
ourselves in each other and fight for our princi-
ples. She believes that there’s common ground
out there.

And she believes that we can and should
conduct ourselves better; that our leaders are
not going to be perfect, but we should aspire to
at least express the decency and goodness of
the American people, not our worst impulses.
We should conduct ourselves with just a basic
sense of——

Audience member. Dignity!
The President. ——what this country is

about: a certain sense of dignity. And that’s not
always flashy. That doesn’t always grab head-
lines. That’s not always the thing that will get
you on the news. That’s not always—doesn’t fit
on a tweet. Politics doesn’t always lend itself to
that. But if we want our—if we want progress,
we’ve got to work for it. Progress, it doesn’t al-
ways come right away, and we don’t always get
a hundred percent what we want. But if we
keep at it the way Hillary has kept at it, decade
after decade, progress happens.

And if you don’t believe that, ask the 20 mil-
lion more Americans who’ve got health insur-
ance today that didn’t have it before. Ask all
those autoworkers right here in Ohio who had
been laid off and thought their plant was going
to shut down, and now they’re working double
shifts because we’re cranking out so many cars.
Ask the proud marine who no longer has to
hide the husband that he loves. Ask the young
persons who are getting more help now to pay
off their student loans. Change is possible. But
it doesn’t just depend on one person, it de-
pends on all of us.

And so, young people especially out there, I
want you to know, you’ve been through a lot.
You’ve grown up through war and recession
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and all kinds of incredible change, but I have
seen in you the best in America. I see that you
don’t try to turn against each other. You’re try-
ing to look out for each other. I know you care
about being open to the world, not turning
away from it. I know that you believe in an in-
clusive society, an innovative society, and a vi-
brant society. And you believe in democracy.
And I see the same values in you that have al-
ways driven this country forward: decency and
honesty and hard work and civility. They are
not old-fashioned values, they are timeless val-
ues. They’re what binds this country together. 

And so, even though sometimes politics can
seem frustrating, even though sometimes our
democracy can seem mean spirited, you have a
chance right now to reject that kind of politics.
You have a chance to reject the politics of fear.
You can lift, again, back up the politics of hope.
Let’s not go backwards; let’s go forward.

You’ve got a chance to elect a woman who’s
spent her entire life trying to make this country
better. Don’t fall for the easy cynicism that says
your vote doesn’t matter. Don’t fall for what
Trump tries to do and just make everybody de-
pressed. Don’t believe it. I promise you, your
vote counts. Your vote matters.

There was a time when folks couldn’t vote,
when you had to guess the number of jelly-
beans in a jar to vote, the number of soap bub-
bles on a bar of soap to vote. Folks were beaten
to vote. Folks risked everything to vote.

In this election, whatever the issue you care
about, it could not be easier for you to vote. If
you care about inequality, you need to vote. If
you “felt the Bern” in the primaries, you need
to vote. You can vote for somebody who only
cares about themselves or somebody who is go-
ing to fight like heck for working people. Make
sure we’ve got a minimum wage raise. Make
sure we’ve got equal pay for equal work.

You care about criminal justice reform and
civil rights, you can vote for somebody who has
fought against civil rights for most of their
lives, or you can vote for somebody who went
undercover to make sure that minority kids
were getting an equal shot at a good education
and has never stopped fighting since. 

You care about the environment and climate
change, you can vote for somebody who thinks
it’s a Chinese hoax, or you can care—you can
vote for somebody who thinks that there’s
something called science and that we should
pay attention to it and will fight to protect our
planet. 

You care about immigration reform and
want us to continue to see this Nation as one
that is a nation of laws and a nation of immi-
grants, then you’ve got to get out there and
vote. 

Donald Trump’s closing argument is, “What
do you have to lose?” [Laughter] The answer is
everything. All the progress we’ve made right
now is on the ballot. Civility is on the ballot.
Tolerance is on the ballot. Courtesy is on the
ballot. Honesty is on the ballot. Equality is on
the ballot. Kindness is on the ballot. All the
progress we’ve made the last 8 years is on the
ballot. Democracy itself is on the ballot right
now.

So, if you want to send a message, make it
loud. Turn back the voices of cynicism. Turn
back the voices of ignorance. Send a message
of progress. Send a message of hope. Send a
message by voting for Hillary Clinton, and
show our kids and the rest of the world we re-
main the greatest country in the world.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God
bless the United States of America. Hey!

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:09 a.m. on the
tarmac at the Cleveland Burke Lakefront Air-
port. In his remarks, he referred to Khalid Bah-
hur, commissioner, Cleveland Burke Lakefront
Airport; LeBron R. James, forward, National
Basketball Association’s Cleveland Cavaliers;
Jackie Larkins, Navy veteran and owner, Coffee
Phix Cafe in South Euclid, OH; 2008 Republi-
can Presidential nominee Sen. John S. McCain
III; 2012 Republican Presidential nominee W.
Mitt Romney; New York Times reporter Serge
F. Kovaleski, who suffers from arthrogryposis, a
condition which limits the functioning of his
joints; Ghazala Khan, mother of Capt. Huma-
yun Khan, USA, who was killed in Iraq in 2004;
former President William J. Clinton; President
Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin of Russia; and
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Sen. Bernard Sanders, in his former capacity as
a Democratic Presidential candidate. He also

referred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) terrorist organization.

Statement on United States-Cuba Normalization
October 14, 2016

Today I approved a Presidential policy di-
rective that takes another major step forward
in our efforts to normalize relations with Cuba.
This directive takes a comprehensive and
whole-of-Government approach to promote
engagement with the Cuban Government and
people and make our opening to Cuba irre-
versible.

In December 2014, following more than 50
years of failed policy, I announced that the
United States would begin a process of nor-
malizing relations with Cuba. Since then,
we’ve worked with the people and the Govern-
ment of Cuba to do exactly that: reestablishing
diplomatic relations, opening Embassies, ex-
panding travel and commerce, and launching
initiatives to help our people cooperate and in-
novate. This new directive consolidates and
builds upon the changes we’ve already made,
promotes transparency by being clear about
our policy and intentions, and encourages fur-
ther engagement between our countries and
our people.

Consistent with this approach, the Depart-
ments of Treasury and Commerce issued fur-
ther regulatory changes today, building on the
progress made over the last 2 years, to contin-
ue to facilitate more interaction between the
Cuban and American people, including

through travel and commercial opportunities,
and more access to information. This follows
previous changes that helped facilitate inter-
connectivity between our peoples and to pro-
mote economic reforms on the island by pro-
viding access to the dollar in international
transactions. These changes are representative
of the progress I saw firsthand when I visited
Havana to personally extend a hand of friend-
ship to the Cuban people. The quick flight
over 90 miles of blue water belied the real bar-
riers of the past that were crossed that day, but
my interactions with everyday Cubans told a
promising story of neighbors working to build
broader ties of cooperation across the Ameri-
cas.

Challenges remain—and very real differenc-
es between our governments persist on issues
of democracy and human rights—but I believe
that engagement is the best way to address
those differences and make progress on behalf
of our interests and values. The progress of the
last 2 years, bolstered by today’s action, should
remind the world of what’s possible when we
look to the future together.

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
statement.

Directive on United States-Cuba Normalization
October 14, 2016

Presidential Policy Directive/PPD–43

Memorandum for the Vice President, the Sec-
retary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury,
the Secretary of Defense, the Attorney General,
the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of
Agriculture, the Secretary of Commerce, the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, the
Secretary of Transportation, the Secretary of

Homeland Security, the Assistant to the Presi-
dent and Chief of Staff, the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget, the United
States Trade Representative, the Representa-
tive of the United States of America to the Unit-
ed Nations, the Administrator of the Small
Business Administration, the Assistant to the
President and National Security Advisor, the
Assistant to the President and Counsel to the
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